
                                  City Hall
                                                1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244

BOARD of SUPERVISORS         San Francisco 94102-4689
                                                                                                                                                      Tel. o. (415) 554-5184
                                                                                                                                                      Fax o. (415) 554-5163
                                                                                                                                                TDD/TTY o. (415) 554-5227

(Applications must be submitted to BOS-Appointments@sfgov.org or to the mailing address listed above.)

Application for Boards, Commissions, Committees, & Task Forces

Name of Board/Commission/Committee/Task Force: 

Seat # (Required - see Vacancy Notice for qualifications): 

Full Name: 

Zip Code: 

Occupation: 

Work Phone: Employer: 

Business Address: Zip Code: 

Business Email: Home Email: 

Pursuant to Charter, Section 4.101(a)(2), Boards and Commissions established by the Charter must consist of 
residents of the City and County of San Francisco who are 18 years of age or older (unless otherwise stated in the code 
authority). For certain appointments, the Board of Supervisors may waive the residency requirement.  

Resident of San Francisco: Yes   No If No, place of residence: 
18 Years of Age or Older:  Yes   No 

Pursuant to Charter, Section 4.101(a)(1), please state how your qualifications represent the communities of interest, 
neighborhoods, and the diversity in ethnicity, race, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, types of disabilities, 
and any other relevant demographic qualities of the City and County of San Francisco:
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Dr. John Maa

94109

Surgeon

415-602-6148 Self-employed - Chinese Hospital

745 Jackson Street, San Francisco CA 94133

johnmaa@chasf.org

■
■

I am a first generation Chinese American and SF resident for 32 years, and currently practice
at Chinese Hospital. In 2005, I implemented the first surgical hospitalist program at UCSF to
strengthen emergency care access for San Franciscans. The model was adopted across
America and in 2009, I was named a “Top 20 People Making a Difference in Health in America”
by HealthLeaders Magazine in recognition. Over my career I have focused on reducing the
impact of sugary drinks, firearms and tobacco products (Prop E 2018, Prop C 2019) on the
diverse populations in SF. I am a US Military Veteran of Operation Desert Storm, served as
2018 President of the San Francisco Marin Medical Society (SFMMS), and as 2013 President
of the Northern California Chapter of the American College of Surgeons (ACS). I previously
served on the 2019-2021 SDDTAC in the Health Equity Seat 2, and as a liaison to the API
Health Parity Council. I am currently Chair of the California AHA Advocacy Committee, which
has been the national leader in championing strategies to reduce the impact of sugary drinks
across all populations (especially minority communities that have been the focus of soda
advertising), and currently Co-Chair the ACS California Joint Advocacy Committee.









March 15, 2026

The Honorable Members 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Members of the Board:

I am pleased to strongly support the appointment of Dr. John Maa to the Sugary Drinks 
Distributor Tax Advisory Committee.

I have known Dr. Maa for more than fifteen years through organized medicine and through his 
work as a surgeon at Chinese Hospital. Over that time, I have come to know him as an 
exceptional physician leader who has consistently worked to advance policies that improve the 
health of our communities.

Dr. Maa previously served as President of the San Francisco Marin Medical Society 
(SFMMS) and has been a leading advocate for evidence-based public health policy. He has 
played an important role in advancing efforts to address the health impacts of sugary beverages 
and has been an outspoken champion of policies designed to reduce chronic disease and health 
disparities. His broader public health advocacy has included leadership on initiatives such as the 
Golden Gate Bridge suicide barrier and other measures aimed at protecting the wellbeing of 
Californians. 

Few physicians have devoted as much sustained energy to improving the lives of Californians 
through thoughtful health policy. Dr. Maa brings the rare combination of frontline clinical 
experience, public health expertise, and civic leadership that would make him an outstanding 
member of this committee.

For these reasons, I strongly recommend Dr. Maa’s appointment to the Sugary Drinks Distributor 
Tax Advisory Committee.

Sincerely,

Roger S. Eng, MD, MPH, FACR
Past President, San Francisco Medical Society
Chief of Radiology, Chinese Hospital







G A V I N  N E W S O M  
 
 
 

March 21, 2025 
  
 
 
To the San Francisco Board of Supervisors Rules Committee:  
 
 
I am writing in support of Dr. John Maa’s appointment to the Sugary Drinks 
Distributor Tax Advisory Committee (SDDTAC). Dr. Maa’s expertise as a general 
surgeon combined with his decades of advocacy make him a highly-qualified 
candidate for this position. 
 
Throughout his career, Dr. Maa has dedicated himself to educating the public and 
informing policy decisions on the consumption of sugar sweetened beverages. He 
has worked with the American Heart Association since 2003 and in 2018 served as 
President of the San Francisco Marin Medical Society, which has been an important 
organization in garnering support for soda taxes. 
 
Dr. Maa has been involved in the passage and implementation of multiple soda 
taxes since 2014. He served as fundraising chair for Proposition E (San Francisco’s 
Sugary Drink Tax) and supported the passage of Proposition V (San Francisco’s 
Sugary Drinks Distributor Tax) through community outreach and media 
appearances. Most recently, Dr. Maa campaigned for Measure Z (Santa Cruz’s 
Sugar Sweetened Beverage Tax), which passed in 2024. Dr. Maa also served on the 
SDDTAC from 2019 to 2021 and helped develop recommendations for how to 
disburse funds generated from the soda tax. His extensive knowledge on the current 
soda tax landscape together with his previous experience on the SDDTAC would 
make him a valuable asset to the Committee. 
 
For these reasons, I give my full support to Dr. Maa for appointment to the SDDTAC. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Gavin Newsom 
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