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FILE NO. 121057 

AMENDED IN COMMITIEE 
11/1/12 

MOTION NO. 

[Board of Supervisors' Rules of Order Amendment] . 

• 
fit. 1~~. 

Motion amrndiog the Board of Supervisors' Rules of Order, in thefr 

entirety, to correct clerical corrections, proper placement of sections, and 

additional updates. 

Pursuant to San Francisco Charter Section 2.105, the Board of 

Supervisors shall meet and transact its business according to Rules which it shall 

adopt; and 

Pursuant to Board of Supervisors Rule 4.38 all proposed amendments to 

the Rules of Order shall be referred to the Rules Committee.for public hearing 

and recommendation; now, therefore, be it 

MOVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby-amends the Board of 

Supervisors' Rules of Order, in their entirety, on file with the Clerk of the Board of 

Supervisors in File No. 121057, which is hereby declared to be part of this Motion 

as if set forth fully herein; and be it 

FURTHER MOVED, That the effective date for the amended Board of 

Supervisors' Rules of Order shall be January 8, 2013. 

Supervisor Elsbernd 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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1. Public Participation 

1.1. Open Sessions .. Every meeting of the Board, including all Board committee 
meetings, is open to the public. The agenda for each meeting of the Board is 
posted at the San Francisco Main Library, on the Board's kiosk in City Hall, and 
on the Board's website. A summary notice which includes the date, time, place, 
and where to find details of the matters to be considered is published in the San 
Francisco official newspaper. The Board shall not close any part of its open 
meeting to the public for "closed sessions," sometimes referred to as "executive 
session," except in strict observance of California's Ralph M. Brown Act 
(California's open meeting law) and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance (SF 
Administrative Code 67). 

1.2. Written Communications. The policy of the City and County of San Francisco 
and of the Board of Supervisors is to encourage public participation before 
legislative action is taken by the Board. Written communications concerning 
municipal issues addressed to the Board or Clerk of the Board and received by 
Monday by 12 noon will be listed on the agenda for the second following Board 
meeting. Communications relating to matters pending before Board or Board 
committee shall also be placed in the legislative file concerning the matter. · 

-1~3. Public Testimony. The Bqard welcomes public testimony. Persons speaking 
before the Board or at committee shall confine their remarks to the question 
before the Board or committee. When the full Board considers legisiation which 
has not been considered by a committee, public testimony on those items occurs 
during the public comment portion of the Board meeting. Each regular, special 
and off site meeting of the Board ·shall provide an opportunity at the appropriate 
place on the agenda for public comment. See also Rule 3.8, which discusses 
general public comment at Committee meetings and also Rule 4.22, which 
discusses general pubiic comment at Board meetings. 

1.3.1. Actions Prohibited during Board of Supervisors' Meetings. 
• Applause or vocal expre·ssion of support or opposition 
• Standing iri meetings 
• Eating or drinking in the public gallery 
• Use of ~lectronic devices, unless they are in silent mode 
• Hand held signs in the Legislative Chamber or in the committee room 

(although small signs may be worn on clothing) 

1.4. Speaker Cards. Speakers at meetings are requested, but not required, to 
identify themselves and fill out cards placed near the public microphone. The 
information is used to help prepare the minutes of the meeting. 

1.5. Interpreters. The Board shall seek to provide interpreters at each of its regular 
meetings and all meetings of its committees for each language requested, where 
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the interpretation is necessary to enable San Francisco residents with limited 
English proficiency to participate in the proceedings provided that a request for 
such interpretation services is communicated to the Clerk of the Board at least 48 
hours before the meeting. For meetings on a Monday or a Tuesday, the request 
must be made by 12 noon of the last business day of the preceding week. The 
unavailability of an interpreter shall not affect the ability of the Board or its 
committees to deliberate or vote upon any matter presented to them. 

1.5.1. Time Limits for Public Speakers.who Request Interpretation 
Assistance. When a member of the public is addressing the Board of 
Supervisors or one of its Committees, and when time limits have been 
placed on public testimony, the President or chair of the meeting, in order 
to afford all public speakers a uniform time limit for testimony, shall allow 
persons requesting interpretation assistance, by another individual, to 
testify for twice the amount of the time limit, thereby providing uniform time 
for the speaker's testimony, as well as the time necessary for the 
interpretation of the testimony for the benefit of the Supervisors and the 
public. Public speakers who use simultaneous interpretation services will 
be governed by the public testimony time limit applied to speakers who 
have not requested interpretation assistance. 

1.6. Security Officers. The Board requests the Sheriff to provide at each meeting of 
the Board at least one deputy sheriff and such additional deputies as the Sheriff 
judges to be appropriate. 

1.7. Disorderly Conduct The presiding officer shall order removed from the 
meeting room any person who commits the following acts in respect to a meeting 
of the Board or of a standing or special committee: 

11/15/12 

1. 7 .1. Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent behavior toward the Board or 
committee or any member thereof, tending to interrupt the due and orderly 
course of said meeting; 

1. 7 .2. A breach of the peace, boisterous conduct or violent disturbance, tending 
to interrupt the due and orderly course of said meeting; 

1.7.3. Disobedience of any lawful order of the presiding officer, which shall 
include an order to be se.ated or to refrain from addressing the Board or 
committee; 

1.7.4. Usage and ringing of cell phones and pagers, not in silent mode in Board 
and committee meetings; 

1.7.5. Any other interference with the due and orderly course of said meeting; 
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1.8. Conduct Enforcement. Any person removed from a meeting shall be excluded 
from further attendance at the meeting from which removed, unless permission to 
attend is granted upon motion adopted by a majority vote .of the Board or 
committee. Such exclusion shall be effected by attendant law enforcement 
officer or officers upon being so directed by the presiding officer. Any law 
enforcement officer or officers on duty and in attendance at the meeting, or 
whose services are commanded by the presiding officer, shall carry out all orders 
and instructions given by the presiding officer for the purpose of maintaining 
order and decorum at a Board or committee meeting. · · 

1.9. Law Violations. In addition to effecting the removal of any person who, in the 
opiAion of the presiding officer, has violated the order and decorum of any 
meeting, such presiding officer may direct any law enforcement officer or officers 
to place such person under arrest for violation of Section 403 or Section 415 of 
the California Penal Code, or Section 147 of the San Francisco Police Code, or 
any other applicable law, and shall cause such person to be prosecuted. The 
complaint shall be signed by the presiding officer, the Clerk of the Board, or the 
clerk of the meeting. · 
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2. Legislative Process 

The following is the Board's process for consideration of ordinances, resolutions, and 
motions. 

2.1. Board Actions. The Board takes· action in the form of ordinances, resolutions, 
or motions. All ordinances, resolutions, and formal motions shall be referred to 
Board committee(s) before consideration by the Board, except for the following: 

2.1.1. Ordinances which meet the standards of the Brown Act and court 
decisions concerning emergency ordinances and which are approved by 

· at least eight Supervisors; and 

2.1.2. Routine resolutions on the printed For Adoption Without Committee 
Reference Agenda, which are adopted by a unanimous vote of the Board; 
and 

2.1.3. Resolutions not ori the printed agenda, considered on the imperative 
agenda, which meet the standards of the Brown Act and the Sunshine 
Ordinance, and which are adopted by unanimous vote; and 

2.1.4. Planning Commission motions relating to appeals, or routine in nature, 
and motions which are parHamentary in nature and which are adopted by 
a majority vote of the Board. (Motions are not subject to Mayoral veto.) 

2.2. Preparation of Ordinances. The City Attorney's office generally prepares 
proposed ordinances. Requests to prepare proposed- ordinances are submitted 
by the Mayor, department heads, and Supervisors. The requests may include . 
draft language'. 

2.2.1. If a Supervisor wishes an ordinance to be prepared, the Supervisor 
completes an Introduction F'orm and presents it to the Clerk of the Board. 
A Supervisor may also request an ordinance to be prepared during the 
Roll Call for Introductions portion of the Board agenda. The Clerk of the 
Board shall promptly forward the request to the City Attorney. A 
Supervi~or may also request an ordinance to be prepared by contacting 
the City Attorney. 

2.3. Approval as to Form. All proposed ordinances shall be approved as to form by 
the City Attorney prior to consideration by the Board or a Board committee. 
Resolutions concerning interim zoning controls and bonds must first be approved 
by the City Attorney prior to consideration by the Board or a Board committee. 

2.4. Emergency Ordinances. Emergency ordinances may be adoptec.f only with the 
affirmative vote of eight Supervisors. Emergency ordinances must be real 
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emergencies. They require a vote on only one day. They go into effect as soon. 
as signed by the Mayor. Emergency ordinances expire 61 days after their 
passage. Promptly after the passage of an emergency ordinance, the Clerk of 
the Board shall refer to the appropriate committee an ordinance that would 
extend the provisions of the emergency ordinance beyond its 61 st day. The 
chair of the committee shall schedule a committee hearing on the extending 
ordinance so that the full Board may first act on the extending ordinance not later 
than the 50th day after the passage of the emergency ordinance. 

2.5. Legislative Digests. The City Attorney prepares a brief digest of each proposed 
ordinance of more than two pages at the time of the ordinance introduction. 
Such digest shall e~plain in plain English the effects of the ordinance on existing 
law. If amendments are made to a proposed ordinance, by committee or by the 
Board, which change the effect of the ordinance, the City Attorney shall revise 
the digest. Amended legislative digests should state that they reflect 
amendments made by the committee or the Board on a certain date. The Clerk 
of the Board shall distribute digests to each Supervisor and place a digest in the 
legislative file. 

2.6. Resolution Writing. Most resolutions are generally prepared by a Supervisor or 
by the requesting department. Resolutions may be prepared by the City Attorney 
based on a draft submitte-d by a Supervisor or department because of the 
complexity of the matter. Members of the public may submit drafts of proposed _ 
resolutions to- individual Stipervisors for their review a-nd introduction. 

2.7. Legislative lntroduct1ons by Supervisors and the Mayor. Legislation and 
other matters may be introduced during the portion ofthe Board meeting 
designated Roll Call for Introductions and up until the adjournment of the meeting 
or 5:00 p.lT). whichever is later. A Board Member or the Mayor may submit an 
original red-line and two copies of the proposed legislation with electronic 
versions transmitted to the Clerk of the Board's staff. These matters will have an 
introduction date of that Board meeting; or legislation and other matters may be 
submitted between Board meetings. These matters will have an introduction 
date of the following Board meeting, except those matters which appear on the 
Adoption Without Committee Reference. 

11/15/12 

2. 7 .1. Legislative Introductions Timeline For Departments. Departments 
may submit an original red-line and two copies of the proposed legislation 
with electronic versions to the Clerk of the Board's staff before 12 noon on 
Monday. If Monday is a holiday, the deadline to submit is by the previous 
Friday before 12 noon. The Clerk of the Board.shall print the titles of the 
legislation on the next available Regular Agenda following the Monday 
deadline. Any other related documents may be submitted etectronically to 
the Clerk of the Board. 
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2.7.2. Legislation Introduced Document. All legislation introduced by 
Supervisors, the Mayor or Departments during the prescribed times, will 
be included on the Legislation Introduced document which will·be posted 
on the Board of Supervisors website by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday following 
the Board meeting at which the legislation is introduced. The submission 
of legislation includes a red-line original and two copies of the proposed 
legislation. A summary notice of where to find those matters introduced 
will be published, within five days of introduction at the said Board 
meeting, in the San Francisco Official Newspaper. 

2.8. Board Consideration. Prior to Board consideration of a matter all required 
documents relating to the proposed legislation must be submitted and completed 
to ensure all legislative files are ready for the appropriate legislative action. 
When documents relating to the legislation are voluminous, Departments may 
submit these documents electronically to the Clerk of the Board. The documents 
should be received in a timely manner to ensure they become a part of the 
official file and are made available to the Supervisors for consideration. 

2.8.1. Grant Applications. Legislation approving grant applications shall be 
accompanied by a completed Grant Information Sheet and a signed 

· "Disability Access Checklist" which must be approved by the Mayor and 
the Controller's Grants Division before submittal. 

2.8.2. State and Federal Legislation. Each resolution which would support or: 
oppose legislation pending before the California Legislature or the United 
States Congress shall be accompanied, at the time of introduction, by a 
copy of the bil! under consideration. The Clerk of the Board shall not 
accept for introduction any such resolution without the required bill. 
Sponsors of such resolutions are requested to provide information at the 
time of introduction, as to whether such organizations as the California · 
State Association of Counties, the League of California Cities, or the 
National League of Cities have taken positions in support of or opposed to. 
the pending bills. 

2.8.3. Contracts/Agreements/Leases. When required by S.F. Campaign and 
Governmental Conduct Code, Section 1. 126 a completed Form 126 
(SFEC-126) shall accompany the legislation in order for the Board to take 
appropriate action. 

2.9. Subject Hearings. A Supervisor may introduce a request for a committee 
hearing on a subject matter without having legislation. The Boafd prefers that 
legislation be introduced so the public will be aware of possible action to be taken· 
on an issue. If a Supervisor requires more knowledge of an issue to write 
proposed legislation, or to request the City Attorney to write proposed legislation, · 
the Supervisor may call for a hearing on a subject matter. During Roll Call for 
Introductions, the Supervisor shall submit a description of the purpose of the 
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hearing, including a statement of what the Supervisor wishes to accomplish to 
the extent possible. The Clerk of the- Board shall place the description in the file 
concerning the hearing. 

2.10. Committee Reference. The President of the Board shall refer prqposed 
legislation and subject matter hearing requests to one of the standing or special 
committees for public hearing. 

2.11. Sponsors and Co-sponsors. The Clerk of the Board shall include on every 
measure introduced,_ the name of the sponsor or cosponsors. If a matter is being 
·considered at a committee meeting or at a Board meeting, a Supervisor may 
request to-be added as a co-sponsor orally or in writing. Requests to be added 
as a co-sponsor, outside of a meeting, shall be made, in writing, to the 
Legislative Deputy Director, Clerk and to the Committee Clerk if the matter is 
pending in Committee. Co-sponsors are listed in the order received by the Clerk. 

2.12. Pending Legislation. Unless otherwise provided, legislation shall be referred to 
committee and placed by the clerk on the assigned committee's pending list and 
placed on a committee agenda. Committee chairs have wide latitude on whether 
and when to calendar matters for hearing. All Supervisors shall be notified 
before items sponsored or requ~sted by them are placed on a calendar by the 
Chair of the Committee. Committees may not consider matters which have not 
been assigned to committees by the President of the Board. 

2.13. Transmittal to the Mayor. No later than the day following final passage or 
adoption-by-the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall transmit to the Mayor 
ordinances and resolutions with the record of Supervisors who voted for or 
against the legislation or were absent or excused. 

2.14. Action by the Mayor. Within 10 calendar days of receipt of legislation, the 
Mayor shall return the legislation to the Clerk of the Board. If the 1 oth day is a 
weekday, the Mayor has until 5:00 p.m. on that day to return legislation. If the 
1 oth day is a weekend, the Mayor; attested by a witness, must sign legislation by 
midnight on the 1 oth day and return to Clerk of the Board on the following 
Monday by 8:00 a.m. The Mayor has three options. The Mayor may: 

2~ 14.1. Sign the legislation, in which case it becomes law in accordance with 
Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of legislation. · 

2.14.2. Return the legislation unsigned, in which case the legislation becomes 
law at the end of the 10-day period for consideration by the Mayor in 
accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of 
legislation. If the Mayor informs the Clerk in writing that he or she is 
waiving the remainder of the 10-day period, then the legislation is 
deemed approved on the date the Clerk receives the written waiver. 
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2.14.3. Disapprove and veto the legislation, in which case the Board may 
override the veto and approve the legislation within 30 days by an 
affirmative vote of not less than two-thirds of the full Board, eight votes in . 
accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of the 
legislation. 

2.15. Unreturned Legislation. If the Mayor fails to return the legislation to the Clerk 
of the Board by the end of the 10th day following transmittal to his/her office, the 
legislation is deemed approved in accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating to 
the effective date of the legislation. ' 

2.16. Effective Dates. An ordinance concerning purely administrative matters, 
ordinances calling elections, appropriating money and levying taxes, and such 
other ordinances as provided by the Charter, go into effect when the Mayor · 
returns the approved legislation to the Clerk of the Board; or, if not signed by the 
Mayor, at the end of the 10-day period for consideration by the Mayor, or upon 
receipt of the Mayor's written waiver of the remainder of the 10-day period; or 
after a veto is overridden. Except where provided otherwise by law, all other 
ordinances shall go into effect at the beginning of the 31st day after such actions 
if no referendum petition is filed. Resolutions take effect immediately, unless 
otherwise specified within the resolution, upon approval by the Mayor, or, if not 
signed by the Mayor, at the end of the 10-day period fo·r consideration by the 
Mayor, or immediately after a veto is overridden. 

2.17. Rate, Fee, Charge Review~ When a proposed rate, fee, or charge is received. 
from the Mayor, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer the matter to the 
Budget and Finance Committee so that the Board may act-within 30 days as 
required by Section 2.109 of the Charter. 

2.18. Mayoral Appointment Consideration. 

11/15/12 

2.18.1. Appointments by the Mayor that are subject to confirmation by the Board 
and deemed approved if the Board fails to act within a specified time. 
The Clerk of the Board shall introduce a motion to confirm and a motion 
to reject such appointments upon receipt of a complete nomination from 
the Mayor, which sh-all include contact information, resume, and a 
completed Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices 
Commission Form 700). The Clerk shall refer the motions to the Rules 
Committee for hearing as soon as possible. If the Rules Committee is 
unable to schedule and consider the motions before the Board's 
deadline to act expires, the Board, as a Committee of Whole, will 
consider the motions on the next Board agenda, in order to meet the 
deadline. 

2.18.2. Appointments by the Mayor that are subject to confirmation by the Board 
and not effective until the Board takes action. Upon receipt of a 
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complete nomination from the Mayor, which shall include contact 
information, resume, a completed Statement of Economic Interests (Fair 
Political Practices Commission Form 700) and a motion to confirm said 
nomination. The Clerk of the Board shall refer the appointment to-the 
Rules Committee for consideration. 

2.18.3. Appointments by the Mayor that are effective at the time the Mayor 
makes the appointment but may be rejected within 30 days by a 2/3 vote 
of the Board. Upon receipt of a complete nomination from the Mayor, 
which shall include contact information, resume, and a completed 
Statement of Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices Commission 
Form 700) the Clerk of the Board shall promptly-notify each SupeP1isor 
in writing and shall give public notice of the appointment by listing it at 
the rear of the next available Board agenda. If a Supervisor desires a 
hearing to be held on the appointment, the Supervisor promptly shall 
notify the Clerk of the Board in writing. Upon receipt of such notice from 
a Sup~rvisor, the Clerk of the Board shall refer the appointment to the 
Rules Committee. If the Rules Committee is unable to schedule and 
consider the motions before the Board's deadline to act expires, the 
Board, as a Committee of Whole, will consider the motions on the next 
Board agenda, to act within 30 days of the appointment. 

2.19. Certain Candidates for Commission Appointments. Prior to any approval or 
confirmation by the Board of an appointment of an individual to a board, 
commission or advisory, the applicant must submit a completed Statement of 
Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices Commission Form 700), if the City's 
Conflict of Interest Code requires a Form 700 for the office soug.ht. It is the policy 
of the Board that when applicants fail to submit a completed Form 700, the Board 
or the Rules Committee may continue the appointment or confirmation until Form 
J:00 is submitted. The Clerk of the Board shall notify appointees subject to this 
requirement that submission of. the Form pursuant to this Rule does not satisfy 
the requirement to file a completed Form 700 within 30 days of assuming office. 

2.20. Executive Branch Reorganization. When the Mayor submits proposed 
executive branch reorganizations to the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
promptly transmit the proposal to each Board member and indicate that the 
proposed reorganizations shall occur unless the Board disapproves the 
reorganizations. A Supervisor may request a hearing on the matter and the 
Board must act within 30 days as provided in Section 4.132 of the Charter. 

2.21. Regular Meetings of Subordinate Bodies. Whenever the Board creates or 
reauthorizes, by ordinance or resolution, a board, committee, task force, or other 
multi-member body, the Board shall include language requiring the subordinate. 
body to meet at least once every four months. The enabling legislation shall also 
include a description of the qualifications for each member, the date on which 
appointments commence, the length of terms of appointments, and a sunset 
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clause not to exceed three years, and shall identify the City Department that will 
provide administrative services to the subordinate body. The Clerk of the Board 
shall advise the Board if there is a current body that addresses the same or a 
similar subj_ect matter. The requirement shall not apply to committees consisting 
solely of members of the Board. The Board may modify or waive the 
requirement where state or federal laws, or the terms of a grant or a contract, 
require the City to maintain the subordinate body. The Clerk of the Board shall 
maintain a list of every subordinate body to which the Board has the appointing 
authority. The Clerk of the Board shall contact these bodies at the end of each 
year to determine if they have met at least one~ every four months. If more than 
four months pass without the body meeting, the Clerk shall ask the City Attorney 
to prepare legislation repealing the ordinance or resolution that created the body. 

2.22. Proposed Charter Amendments. Any proposal for amendment of the Charter 
ordered submitted to the electors by the Board on its own motion shall be 
ordered·pursuant to the provisions of applicable state I.aw, with the further 
limitations imposed as follows: 

2.22.1. Introduction; Referral to Committee. A proposed Charter amendment 
shall be introduced by a Supervisor at a regular Board meeting held not 
less than 168 days prior to the election at which it is to be acted upon by 
the electors. A Charter amendment must be signed by a City Attorney 
and include a legisiative d!_Qest before the 30 day rule will commence. 
This also applies to the introduction of a "skeletal" Charter amendment. 
The introduction of a "skeletal" Charter amendment shaH not satisfy the 
requirements of this Rule. Upon introduction, the proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred to the appropriate Board committee for 
public hearing. · 

2.22.2. Referral to City Attorney. Immediately after its reference to committee, 
any proposed Charter amendment which has not been prepared or . 
approved as to form by the City Attorney shall be transmitted by the 
Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney for preparation or approval as to 
form. The City Attorney shall return it to the Board prepared or approved 
as to form, or a negative report in lieu thereof, within 10 days after 
receipt from the Clerk of the Board. 

2.22.3. Controller's Statement. Immediately after reference to committee and 
preparation or approval as to form by the City Attorney, such proposed 

. Charter amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
Controller. The committee shall not report it to the Board, nor shall the 
Board order it submitted to the electors, prior to receipt of the 
Controller's written statement pursuant to the Charter, analyzing the 
proposal as to its cost. The Controller's statement shall be submitted to 
the Board within 10 days after the Controller's receipt of the proposed 
Charter amendment. 
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2.22.4. Referral to Mayor and other City Officials and Boards or 
Commissions. Immediately after its reference to committee and 
preparation or approval as to form by the City Attorney, any proposed 
Charter amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
Mayor, appropriate department heads and appropriate boards and 
commissions for comment, as desired, as to the effect upon any matters 
within their respective jurisdictions. 

2.22.5. Amendments to Proposed Charter Amendments. An amendment of 
substance to a proposed Charter a'Tlendment, submitted to the Board or 
a Board committee, shall be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
City Attorney for preparation or approval as to form and shall be returned 
to the Clerk of the Board by the_ City Attorney within seven days after 
receipt. Thereupon, the Clerk of the Board shall transmit it to the 
Controller, the Mayor, appropriate department heads and appropriate 
boards and commissions for comment, as desired, as to the effect 
thereof upon any matters within their respective jurisdictions. A 
substitute or amendment to a Charter amendment may be introduced, 
granted that the lead sponsor is introducing such substitute and has 
informed other _co-sponsors. 

2.22.6. Committee Report and Board Action. The committee before which a 
proposed Charter amendment, or an amendment thereto, is pending, 
shall not report it to the Board, and the Board shall not order it submitted 
to the electors, prior to- to days after referral to the Mayor, and other City _ 
officials. 

2.22.7: Order of Submission to Electorate. At least six days must intervene 
between the first appearance of a proposed Charter amendment on the 
Board agenda and any Board order of submission to the electorate. 

. Said order, if any, must be made not less than 95 days prior to the 
election mentioned herein, which is the deadline set forth in the San 
Francisco Municipal Elections Code. 

2.22.8. Modification of Time. Notwithstanding the provisions of other rules, the 
Board may, by motion adopted by a majority vote of all Supervisors 
thereof, shorten, extend or otherwise modify the time fixed in these rules 
for the performance of any act by an officer, board or commission 
concerning a Charter amendment. 

2.22.9. One Late Charter Amendment. San Francisco Elections Code, 
Section 300, provides that proposed Charter amendments the Board 
wishes to submit to the voters may be submitted for the next election 
held no fewer than 102 days after the date of submission, and allows the 
Director of Elections to accept from the Board one proposed Charter 
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amendment a week later, but no fewer than 95 days before the date of 
an election. 

2.22.10. Filing of Proposed Charter Amendments. On the ·94th day prior to 
each City election, the Clerk of the Board shall file all pending proposed 
Charter amendments that have not been submitted to the voters by the 
Board for that election, unless a Supervisor has requested, in writing, 
that a measure be considered for submission to the voters at a 
subsequent election. 

2.22.11. Withdrawal of Charter Amendment/Ballot Measure Transmitted to 
the Department of Elections. Charter amendments or ballot measures 
that the Board has placed on the ballot may be withdrawn by motion up 
to the deadline to submit a measure to-the Department of Elections. To 
withdraw a Charter amendment or measure, the Board must approve a 
written motion to that effect and the Clerk must deliver it to the 
Department of Elections. 

Page 12 

1778 



3. Legislative Committees 

Overview, Structure, and Process 

Committee Overview 

3.1. Committee Appointments and Service. The President shall appoint, by written 
notice filed with the Clerk of the Board, the membership and schedule of all 
standing and special committees and their respective chairs and vice chairs, 
except that in the case of a joint committee, the chair of the committee 
designated first by the President in the order of referral shall serve as chair of the 
joint committee and the chair of the committee designated second shall serve as 
the vice chair of the joint committee. Each member of the Board may also serve 
as an ex officio, non-voting member of any standing committee. Such service 
shall be solely for the purpose of participation in committee discussion and 
debate. · 

3.2. Presidential Committee Service. When only one member is available to attend 
a meeting of a standing or select committee of the Board; in order that the 
committee may conduct its scheduled business, the President may serve on the 
committee with all the duties and responsibilities of a member of the committee 
excer,3t that the President shall not serve as chair of the committee. If a second 
reguiar member of the committee arrives at the meeting, the President shall then 
no longer have any voice or vote as a member of the committee. This Rule shall 

~not apply-to a committee on which the President is a regular member. 

3.3. Committee Authority. Committees shall consider only items which have been 
referred to them by the President, or by the Board, and which have been posted, 
published, and noticed. The basic function ·of each committee is to ·inquire and to 
recommend actions to the full Board. Additional co_mmittee authority exists only 
when specifically authorized by ordinance or by the Board. Committees shall 
provide an opportunity for public comment only with regard to items posted, 
published, and noticed on their meeting agendas.· No Supervisor or combination 
of Supervisors shall employ or engage the services of any person, or authorize or 
incur any charge, debt or liability against the City unless authority first shall have 
been given by the Board or is provided by law. 

3·.4. Committee Assignments. Specific committee assignments shall niodify and 
control general assignments. In the event that the scope of committee 
assignments may be conflicting, overlapping or ambiguous, the President shall 
determine and designate, subject to an appeal to the Board, the committee which 
shall have jurisdiction over a particular matter. 

3.5. Committee Size. Each standing committee and each select committee shall be 
comprised of three Supervisors. 
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·3.6. Action by Chair of Committee. Prior to preparation of a committee agenda, the 
con,mittee clerk shall review with the chair all measures pending in the 
committee, for the purpose of permitting the chair to order filing or other 
disposition of those matters for Board action. In order to ensure that the Board is 
able to meet all legal deadlines for time sensitive matters, the chair of each 
committee shall review with the clerk of the committee timelines for said matters 
and calendar those matters in order to meet deadli_nes for Board action. 

3.6.1. Upon request by any member of a committee, the committee chair shall 
share a draft agenda with all committee members at least 7 days in 
advance of the committee meeting, so that committee members may be 
fully prepared for the meeting . 

. 3.7. Meetings to be Public. Every committee meeting shall be open to the public, 
except that a committee may meet in closed session for consideration of matters 
involving attorney-client consultation with the City"Attorney on litigation or 
involving other matters permitted to be discussed in closed session by state law, 
the Charter or Sunshine Ordinance. 

3.8. Public Comment at Committee Meetings. Public comment is welcome on any 
item on committee agendas. Public comment is not provided on other matters, 
because committees may consider only items which have been referred to the 
committee and properly posted, published, and noticed. This is the opportunity 
to hear public testimony for and against proposed legislation pending before the 
committee. 

3.9. Time of Meeting. Every committee shall meet at the time set by the Board, the 
chair, or a majority of the committee, in that order of priority. 

3.10. Committee Meetings on Tuesday. No committee meeting shall commence on 
a Tuesday after 12:30 p.m., or continue past 2:00 p.m. on a Tuesday without the 
express permission of the President of the Board. 

3.11. Committee Meeting Attendance. It shall be the duty of every Supervisor to 
attend every meeting of his or her committee and to be present promptly at the 
time for which the meeting is called. No more than five Supervisors may attend 
and participate in a committee meeting. If the Clerk receives notification, within a 
reasonable time, that there may be more than five Supervisors attending a 
committee meeting, language indicating that there may be quorum of the Board 
in attendance which would constitute a special meeting of the full Board, will be 
placed on the agenda. 

3.12. Record of Attendance. The clerk of each -committee shall keep a record of the 
attendance of the members and shall report such record to the Clerk of the 
Board, and the Clerk of the Board shall have the record of the attendance of 
members at committee meetings available at all times as a public record. 
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3.13. Call to Order. In the event that the chair is not present at the time set for a 
committee meeting, the vice-chair or another member of the committee shall, if 
there is a quorum, call the meeting to order. 

3.14. Roll Call on Pending Motion. It shall be the right of any member of a 
committee to call for a roll call vote on any pending motion; and the chair or 
acting chair of the committee shall, with or without debate, order the roll call. 

3.15. · No Requirement for Second to Motion. In committees of three members or 
fewer, a motion by a member sball not require a second. 

3.16. Non-Duplication. When a matter has t>een referred to one committee, a 
substantially similar proposal shall be referred to the same committee, but 
nothing in this rule shall be construed to limit the power of the President to 
exercise the power to assign orto reassign matters. 

3.17. Posting, Publishing, and Noticing Committee Meeting Agendas. Any 
member of the public who is interested in receiving a committee agenda, via the 
US mail, may make a request in writing to the Clerk of the Board and subject to 
the price per page set by the Clerk of the Board in addition US postage. The 
agenda will be sent as soon as possible after the agenda has been finalized by 
the committee chair, but not later than 48 hours before-the committee meeting. 
Agendas are posted at the -San Francisco Main Library:, and on the Board's 
kiosk in City Hall, and published on the Board's website· 72 hours prior to the 
meeting. A summary notice with the date, time, place and location of detail~ 
regarding items to be considered atlhe meeting, is published in the San 
Francisco official newspaper 36 hours prior to a regular committee meeting and 
18 hours prior to a special committee meeting. 

3.18. Committee Presentation Priority. The sponsor or his/her designee of the 
legislation shall be accorded priority in addressing the committee. 

3.19. Timing of Committee Recommendations. When state or local law requires the 
Board to act by a certain date, or when the Board for legislative reasons desires 
to act by a certain date, the Board may refer legislation to a committee with 
direction to return the legislation to the Board by a specified date. In the event a 
committee does not take timely action, the Clerk of the Board shall place the 
legislation on the agenda of the full Board, with the Board sitting as a Committee 
of the Whole, in order to meet the required date of action by the Board pursuant 
to state and local laws. 

3.20. Applicable Rules. Except that the privilege of the floor may be granted by the 
committee chair or as a majority of the committee may decide, and except as 
otherwise provided, the Rules of the Board shall be applicable in the conduct of 
all committee meetings whenever practicable. Each committee may, by a 
majority vote of its members, adopt such additional rules, not in conflict with 
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. these rules, as it may consider necessary for the conduct or consideration of any 
business referred to such committee. 

3.21. Committee Consent Agenda. Any committee chair, in reviewing matters to be 
included in a committee agenda, will determine whether there are routine, non
controversial items that would be appropriate for inclusion in a Consent Agenda 
section. These matters will be acted upon by a single roll call vote. There will be 
no separate discussion of these items unless a Supervisor so requests, in which . 
event the matter shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as 
a separate item. 

3.22. Committee Hearings on Major Policy Issues Deferred for 30 Days. When a 
measure is introduced which would create or revise major City policy, the 
committee to which the measure is assigned shall not consider the measure until 
at least 30 days after the day of introduction. The provisions of this rule shall not 
apply to the routine operations of the depadments of the City, or when a legal 
time limit controls the hearing timing. The determination of whether a measure 
involves a major policy issue shall initially be made by the Clerk of the Board, 
subject to reversal by the President of the Board. The provisions of this rule are 
in addition to the requirements of Rule 3.33 which requires, with exceptions, that 
a proposed amendment to the Municipal Code or Administrative Code be 
available to the public for seven days prior to receiving a recommendation by a 
Board committee. 

3.23. Action on Amendments _to Administrative Code Involving Land Use or 
Planning Deferred for 30 Days. Upon introduction, any legislation containi_ng 
significant amendments to the Administrative Code involving issues related to 
planning or land use shall be referred to the Planning Department for review and 
comment. Neither the Board, nor any committee of the Board, may act on such 
legislation until 30 days after the date of introduction. The determination of . 
_whether a measure involves a significant amendment to the Administrative Code 
involving a land use or planning issue shall initially be made by the Clerk of the 
Board, subject to reversal by the President of the Board. 

3.24. Gener~I Plan Amendments. When proposed general plan amendments are 
received from the Planning Commission, the Clerk of the Board shall promptly 
refer the amendments to the committee which considers land use issues since 
the Board is required by Section 4.105 of the Charter to act within 90 days, or the 
proposed amendments shall be deemed approved. 

3.25. Fiscal Committees. In accordance with Administrative Code Section 2.6-3 
concerning fiscal impact, the Government Audits and Oversight Committee and . 
the Budget and Finance Committee shall each be a "fiscal committee" of the . 
Board and the other committees of the Board, solely for the purpose of 
considering grants to the City within their subject areas, shall also be considered 
"fiscal committees". 
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3.25.1. Budget and Finance Committee. The Budget and Finance 
Committee shall be referred appropriation ordinances, and 
measures concerning bond issues, taxes, fees and other revenue 
measures, redevelopment, and real estate. The Budget and 
Finance Committee shall also be referred the annual 
appropriation and annual salary ordinances. The Budget and 
Finance Committee shall hold a public hearing on.the Mayor's 
budget instructions to City Departments for each annual City 
budget after the instructions are released. · 

The Budget and Finance Committee shall be comprised of three 
full-time members except that beginning on March 1 of each year 
the committee shall be comprised of five members-and shall 
remain a committee of five members until the Board adopts the 
annual appropriation and salary ordinances. Following the 
adoption of the annual appropriation and salary ordinances by the 
Board, the committee will be reduced to the three full-time 
members. 

Beginning on March 1 of each year, and until the Board adopts 
the annual salary and appropriation ordinances, there shall be a 
subcommittee of the Budget and Finance Committee consisting of 
three members. Unless otherwise designated by the· President, 
the members of the subcommittee shall be the full-time members 
of the Budget and Finance Committ~e. The subcommittee may 
consider any matters assigned to the Budget and Finance 
Committee except the annual appropriation and salary ordinances 
or the Mayor's budget instructions. 

3.25.2. Government Audit and Oversight Committee. The 
Government Audit and Oversight Committee shall be referred 
labor agreements, Civil Grand Jury Reports, and audits of City 
departments and agencies. The Government Audit and Oversight 
Committee shall oversee the management audits, audit 
schedules, and approval of the audit schedule. 

3.25.3. Managernent Audits. It is the policy of the Board that each 
program of the City and the Successor Agency to the San 
Francisco Redevelopment Agency (over whose budget the Board 
has jurisdiction) be the subject of a performance or management 
audit at least once every eight years. It shall be the function of 
these audits to ensure that-City departments and the agency 
make prudent and efficient use of City resources and that the 
departments and agency effectively perform the functions 
assigned to them by the Charter and applicable laws. 
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3.25.4. Audit Schedule. No later than the 15th of January each year, 
the Budget Analyst and the Controller shall submit to the Board a 
proposed- schedule of performance and management audits ta_ be 
conducted of programs of City departments and the agency. 
Priorities to be used in developing the proposed schedule shall 
include programs that have never undergone a management 
audit, programs that have gone the longest period of time since 
their last management audit, and such other criteria as may be 
approved by the Government Audit and Oversight Committee. 

3.25.5. Approval of Audit Schedule. The Board shall review and 
approve by resolution the schedule of performance and 
management audits within 60 days of its receipt. Prior to 
approving the proposed audit schedules the Board may modify, 
add, or delete items from the schedule. Nothing in these rules, 
however, shall restrict the Controller from conducting an audit of . 
any program or department at any time. 

3.26. Rules Committee. The Rules Committee shall be referred measures 
concerning appointments, ballot measures, except revenue measures which will 
be heard in the Budget and Finance Committe-e, Charter amendments, 
amendments to tbe Administrative Code, Board Rules of Order, and settlement 
of claims, litigation, and rewards. 

3.26.1. Amendments to the Rules of Order. All proposed amendments to the 
Rules of Order shall be referred to the Rules Committee for public 
hearing and recommendation. An amendment to the Rules of Order 
may be adopted by the affirmative recorded vote of two-thirds of the 
Board. 

3.27. City Operations and Neighborhood Services Committee. The City 
Operations and Neighborhood Services Committee shall be referred measures 
related to public works, infrastructure, traffic and parking control, parks and 
recreation, utilities, public protection, delinquency prevention, public health, 
emergency services, seniors, the disabled, children and their families. 

3.28. Land Use and-Economic Development Committee. The Land Use and 
Economic Development Committee shall be referred measures related to 
housing, land use, zoning, planning, rent control, economic development, 
resident employment, workforce training and placement, transportation, the 
Municipal Railway, homelessness and the environment. 

3.29. Public Safety Committee. The Public Safety Committee shall be referred 
measures related to the City's coordination, strategies, policies, programs, and 
budgetary actions surrounding public safety.· 
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3.30. Select Committees. The Board, by motion, may create select committees after 
such motion has been referred to the Rules Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation to the Board. Each select committee shall consist of three 
Supervisors. Each motion creating a se~ect committee shall specify: a) a clear, 
simple, narrow, single statement of purpose, and b) a termination date or a 
period of time during which the committee shall be in operation, which time shall 
commence upon the appointment of its membership. 

3.31. Joint City and School District Select Committee. The Joint City and School 
District Select Committee shall be referred measures concerning issues of 
mutual interest that affect the_ City and the School District, its employees, its 
students, and the families of its students, including the issue of the public use of 
School District faciUties, and shall terminate on, or before, March 1, 2013. 

3.32. Joint Committees. When a matter cannot adequately be considered by a single 
committee; and the President determines that a joint committee will give more 
appropriate consideration to a matter, the President may refer a matter to a joint 
committee. For the purpose of determining a quorum and other parliamentary 
decisions, a meeting of a joint committee shall not be considered as a joint 
meeting of bNo separate committees, but shall be considered as a meeting of a 
single committee which consists of the members of two standing committees. 

Committee Process 

3.33. Committee Hearing. Legislation assigned to a committee requires a majority of 
the three members of a committee in order-to be sent to the full Board, as 
introduced, or as amended by the committee. The committee, to which a 
measure is referred, shall, after posting, publishing, and noticing of the 
committee agenda, hold a public hearing or hearings on the measure. A 
committee shall not forward a recommendation to the Board concerning a 
measure which would amend or add:to the administrative or municipal codes or 
the Charter unless: 

(a) Proposed text of the basic measure has been available in the Board file for 
public inspection at least seven days prior to its hearing or; . 

(b) The committee or the Board finds that the measure is of an urgent nature 
and that the public has not ~een significantly disadvantaged by the lack of 

, availability of the text; or 

(c) The committee originates a measure after holding a hearing when notice of 
the hearing. included not merely the subject matter but a description of the 
substance of the potential legislation. · · 
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The Clerk of the Board shall indicate by appropriate notation on committee 
agendas such measures which have not been available for the required one 
week. Nothing in this rule shall be construed to prohibit a committee from 
forwarding a measure which the committee has amended when the amendments 
are within the same subject as the measure available for public inspection. 

3.34. Committee Action. A committee may send legislation to the full Board with its 
recommendation, or without recommendation, or with a recommendation of do 
not pass. Other committee actions include: amend the legislation, continue to a 
specified future meeting date, continue to the call of the chair, table, or file a 
hearing request. The committee may take such other actiOn with respect thereto 
as is necessary and proper under the rules or law 

3.35. Failure of a Committee to Hear within 30 Days. Should a measure that has 
been referred to committee not be heard within 30 days from the date of such 
reference, any Supervisor may, at any subsequent Board meeting call for said 
measure to be presented to the Board, provided, however, that the Supervisor 
has requested a hearing for the item in writing from the chair of the committee to 
which the item has been referred. Upon receipt of such written notice the Clerk 
of the Board shall notify the committee chair. This request shall be submitted on 
the Introduction Form during Roll Call for Introductions. If the item is not 
included on the committee's next publish-ed agenda following such a r-equest, it 
will be included on the agenda of the Board's next regular meetin_g with the Board 
sitting as a Committee of the Whole. If the President has determined that a 
measure creates or revises major City policy (Rule 3.22), then the 30-aay period 
provided for in this Rule (Rule 3.35) shall not begin to run until the 30-day period 
imposed by the President (Rule 3.22) has expired. 

3.36. Failure of a Committee to Act within 30 Days. Should the committee to which 
a measure has been referred not report such measure to the Board within 30 
days from the date of such reference, four or more Supervisors, at any 
subsequent Board meeting may call for said measure to be presented to the 
Board by inclusion on the agenda of its next regular meeting following that at 
which the call is made. This request shall be submitted on the Introduction Form 
during Roll Call for Introductions. If the President has determined that a measure 
creates or revises major City policy (Rule 3.22), then the 30-day period provided 
for in this Rule (Rule 3.36) shall not begin to run until_ the 30"'day period imposed 
by the President (Rule 3.22) has expired. 

3.37. The Board May Call a Measure from Committee. The Board by majority vote 
may order, by written motion, that a measure which has been referred to 
committee be returned to the Board at its next meeting. 

3.38. Notice of Call from Committee. When a measure is called out of committee, 
the clerk of the committee shall notify by mail all interested parties, who have 
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provided contact information, _that the measure has been called out of committee 
and will be considered by the Board on a specified date. 

3.39. Calling an Emergency Measure from Committee. At the expiration of five 
days from the date of reference to committee of an emergency ordinance, any 
Supervisor may call for said emergency measure and require that the Clerk of 
the Board include such measure on the agenda for the next regular meeting of 
the full Board. Such call shall be directed, in writing, to the Clerk of the Board. 

3.40. Filing of Inactive Matters. Before a matter appears on an agenda for 
consideration, the Supervisor sponsoring a measure or requesting a hearing, 

· must inform the Clerk of the Board, in writing, if he/she deems the matter to be 
inactive, and the Clerk of the Board shall file the matter. If a matter is on an 
agenda, action must be taken by the committee to table or file the measure. 
Such matters may be reactivated as provided in these rules. 

3.41. Filing Inactive Matters After Six Months. If a matter referred to committee has 
not been heard by the committee for any five consecutive calendar months, the 

·clerk of the Board shall note on the next committee pending list that unless the 
item is heard the following month it will be deemed to be inactive and shall be 
filed by the Clerk of the Board, who shall make an appropriate note on the 
legislative history reeord of such filing. 

-J·.42. Reactivating of Table.cl or Filed Items. After a com_mittee has tabled or filed a 
measure, any Supervisor within the following 12 months may call, at any 

· subsequent Board .meeting, for the measure to be reactivated by inclusion on the 
pending list of the committee to which it had previously been referred. This 
request shall be submitted on the Introduction Form during Roll Call for 
Introductions. Any such measure may then be heard, if scheduled by the 
committee chair or by the committee, at a committee hearing held not earlier than 
six days after the reactivating call. In addition to the usual hearing notice, notice 
of such hearings shall be sent to all persons who testified at the previous 

. hearing, if contact information was provided to the committee clerk. 

\ 
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4. Board of Supervisors Meetings 

4.1. Board Meeting Agendas: Posting, Publishing, and Noticing. Agendas of the 
Board of Supervisors are posted at the San Francisco Main Library and on the 
Board's kiosk in City Hall. Agendas are also published on the Board's website 72 
hours-prior to the meeting. A summary notice including the date, time, place, and 
location of details regarding items to be considered at the meeting, is published 
in the San Francisco official newspaper 36 hours prior to a regular Board meeting 
and 24 hours prior to a special Board meeting. 

· 4.2. Regular Meetings of the Board. The Board shall hold a regular meeting in the 
Chamber in City Hall each week at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, unless it is a holiday or 
the day following a holiday. In December of each year, the Board shall by written 
motion approve a regular meeting schedule for the following year. The schedule 
shall include both a summer and winter recess. The Board shall not meet during 
the week after Thanksgiving or between December 24 and December 31, 
inclusive. 

4.2.1. Holiday Schedule. During holiday periods, the application of specific 
days of the week described in these rules shall be revised by the Clerk of 
the Board as necessary for the efficient conduct of the legislative process. 

4.3. Special Meetings of the Board. A special meeting of the Board maybe called 
at any time by the President, or by a majority of the Board, as specified in 
Section 2.8 of the San Francisco Administrative Code. 

4.4. Recessed Meetings~ When the Board, or one of its committees, rece~ses a 
meeting to a time that is more than 12 hours later than the beginning of the initial 
recess, the following shall occur: 

(a) The Board or committee shall decide, by a motion approved by a majority of 
the quorum, which matters will be considered at the reconvened,meeting. 

(b) The Board or committee shall then direct the Clerk of the Board or the 
committee clerk to process the remaining, decided items on the agenda as 
completed business. 

( c) During the reconvened meeting the Board or committee shall not consider 
those already decided items. 

This Rule may not be suspended. 

4.5. Attendance at the Board Meetings. Unless excused, all Supervisors shall be in 
their respective seats at the hour appointed for each regular, special or recessed 
meeting of the Board. No Supervisor shall be excused from attendance at a 
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Board meeting except by a vote of the majority of the Supervisors present or 
from a portion of the meeting by the President. 

4.6. Meeting Absences. Each Supervisor shall- notify the President, affected 
committee chairs, and the Clerk of the Board in writing of ail anticipated 
absences from Board and committee meetings. 

4.7. Call to Order and Roll Call. The President shall preside at all meetings, and 
shall call each regular, adjourned, recessed or special meeting to order at the 
appointed hour. Immediately after the call to order, the Clerk of the Board shall 
call the roll of the Board and record those present and those absent, and shall 
enter into the minutes the names of those Supervisors present and absent at the 
first roll call as well as the names and time of appearance of those Supervisors 
who arrive subsequent to the first roll call. In the absence of the President, the 
Clerk of the Board shall call the roll at the time appointed for the meeting and the 
Board shall appoint a presiding officer pro tempore from among the Supervisors 
present. 

4.8. President Pro Tem. · The President may name any Supervisor to perform the 
duties of the President, but such substitutions shall not extend beyond 
adjournment. 

4.9. Pledge of Allegiance. The President shall lead the Board and the audience in 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag of-the United States of America. 

4.10. Approval of Meeting Minutes. The Clerk of the Board shall make draft meeting 
minutes available the after 12 noon following the meeting day. A written report 
(Legislation Introduced) of matters newly introduced shall be normally available 
no later than two days following each Board meeting. The Board shall approve 
by an oral motion, any final Board minutes that appear on the Board agenda for 
approval. 

4.11. Communications. Communications are presented on which immediate notice 
to the Board or action by the Board is required by law. 

· 4.12. Mayor's Appearance Before the Board. The second regularly scheduled 
meeting of the Board shall include an agenda item for the Mayor's personal 
appearance before the Board. The President of the Board shall communicate to 
the Clerk of the Board; by 12 noon, on the Wednesday prior to the Board 
meeting, if rescheduling the Mayor's appearance is necessary. Questions and · 
discussion shall be limited to the formal policy.matters as set forth in Charter 
Section 3.100 (7) and shall be limited to items within the jurisdiction of the Mayor 
and Board. Questions must be previously submitted to the Clerk of the Hoard 
and the Mayor by 12 noon the Wednesday prior to the Board to the Mayor's 
appearance. If a question to the Mayor relates to state or federal legislation, a 
copy of said legislation must accompany the question at the time of submittal by 
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the Supervisor. During the Mayor's appearance the Board may, by the approval 
of a supermajority vote, move to strike a question posed to the Mayor and the 
Mayor need not respond. Any Board member, with the approval of a 
supermajority, may ask a question which. relates to a suddeh or unexpected 
incident raising formal, time-sensitive questions relating to the incident that arose 
after the prescribed time to submit a question to the Mayor. 

4.13. Recognition of Commendations. The general· recognition of commendations 
mayl occur at 2:00 p.m., and should require no more than five minutes per 
recognition. Group recognitions shall be noted as a Special Order on the Board 
agenda at an affixed time to be determined by the Cieri< of the Board. · 

· 4.14. Consent Agenda. Matters of a routine, non-controversial nature which require 
no further discussion and only six votes may be listed in a section of the Regular 
Agenda of the Board called Consent Agenda. There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a Supervisor so requests, in which event the 
matter shall be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered as a $eparate 
item. The Consent Agenda will be acted upon by a single roll-call vote of the 
Board. Items removed from the Consent Agenda may be heard immediately 
following the vote on the rest of the items. 

4.15. Old Busfoess. This item includes matters which were previously considered by 
the Hoard, continued, amended, or were not passed by a unanimous vote of the 
Board anhe previous Board meeting. 

4.16. New Business. This item includes legislation reported to the full Board by Board 
committees prior to 9:00 a.m. on.the Thursday preceding the Tuesday Board
meeting. 

4.17. Board Action. Unless otherwise provided by state law, Charter, or ordinance, 
the favorable vote of six of the eleven Supervisors is required to approve 
ordinances, resolutions, or non-parliamentary motions. Ordinances require 
consideration at two separate meetings with at least f_ive days intervening, a first 
reading and a final passage. Resolutions which have not .been referred to 
committee may only be adopted by unanimmis vote of all Supervisors present on 
the day of their introduction: The Clerk of the Board shall publish at the rear of 
the Rules of Order a list of actions which require more than a majority vote of the 
Supervisors present. 

4.18. Special Times of Business. The Clerk of the Board shall schedule public 
hearings on appeals commencing at 3:00 p.m. If the Board is considering a 
matter, and a Special Order time occurs, the President, without objection, may 
continue to consider the matter or postpone the action until the Special Order has 
been heard. 
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4.19. Public Hearings on Appeals. During public hearings required by law on 
appeals from certain Planning Commission actions and other City agencies, · 
remarks shall be addressed to the Board as a whole, not to individual · 
Supervisors and not to the audience. Supervisors shall not enter into debate or 

· discussion with speakers during public comment. The President may request a 
City official to investigate an issue raised and later report to a committee or to the 
Board. The order of testimony and ·time limits may be: 

• Appellant or appellant representative up to 10 minutes 
• Persons supporting appellant up to three minutes each 
• Agency representative up to 10 minutes 
• Leader of the opposition to the granting of the appeal up to 10 minutes 
• Persons op.posing the appeal° up to three minutes each 
• Appellant up to three minute rebuttal. 

4.20. Committee Reports on Urgent Legislation. As an exception to the New 
Business rule, legislation deemed by a committee to be of an urgent nature, 
which is heard after 9:00 a.m. Thursday may be considered by the Board as a 
committee report if the chair has anticipated such finding and shall request the 
Clerk of the Board no later than 11 :00 a.m. on that Thursday to include the 
item(s) on the printed agenda under Committee Reports at the end of New 
Business. · 

4.21. Roll Call for Introductions. Supervisors will be calied alphabetically rotating on 
a weekly basis to introduce legislation, request the City Attorney to prepare. 
legislation, approve draft ordmances, or issue legal advice, and requests for 
letters of. inquiry during the Roll Call for Introductions and up until the 
adjournment of the meeting or 5:00 p.m. whichever is later. Resolutions or 
motions, for the Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda may be 
submitted to the Clerk of the Board by 12 noon the following Wednesday and will 
be considered as being introduced for the same Board meeting date. 
Supervisors may also submit legislation to the Clerk of the Board between Board 
meetings. These matters will be considered as being introduced at the following 
Board-meeting, with the exception of matters for the Without Reference to 
Committee Agenda. 

4.22. Public Comment. This is an opportunity for members of the public to directly 
address the Board on items of interest to the public that are within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Board, including items being considered at this meeting 
which have not been referred to committee, and excluding items which have· 
been considered by a Board committee. Members of the public may address the 
Board for up to three minutes. The President or the Board may limit the total 
testimony to 30 minutes. At the conclusion of public comment, the Board may 
not lawfully take action to approve or disapprove a new proposal which is not on 
the agenda, but may refer the proposal to a City official for review. 
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. During public comment before the full Board, remarks shall be addressed to the 
Board as a whole, not to individual Supervisors and not to the audience. 
Supervisors shall not enter into debate or discussion with_speakers during public 
comment. The President may request a City official to investigate an issue 
raised and later report to a committee or to the Board. 

4.23. Adoption Without Committee Reference Agenda. The Board may consider 
resolutions for immediate, unanimous, adoption without reference to committee 
whi_ch are presented to the Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at 
the previous week's Board meeting or prior to 12 noon the Wednesday before a 
Board meeting: The President shall inquire whether any Supervisors wish to · 
discuss or object to any of the resolutions presented for immediate adoption. 

· Resolutions to which there is an objection shall be referred to committee unless 
,withdrawn by the sponsor. The roll then shall be called on the resolutions as a 
gro!Jp. The Board may also consider motions for immediate adoption without 
reference to committee, six yes votes being required for adoption, which are 
presented to the Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at the previous 
week's Board meeting or prior to 12 noon the Wednesday before a Board 
meeting. 

4.23.1. Continuation or Amendment of Matters on the Adoption Without 
Committee Reference -Agenda. Any Supervisor may request that an 
item be amendecl-GF continued to a date cert.ain which -requires six votes. 
To consider a resolution that is appearing for the second time on the 
adoption without committee reference agenda, the Board must waive the 
Board Rule 2.10 requiring committee reference (eight votes). if 
committee reference is waived, the Board may then vote on the 
resolution. Passage of the item requires six votes. 

4.24. Closed Sessions. Closed sessions are permitted as follows: 
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4.24.1. Litigation. To meet with the City Attorney or Deputy City Attorney to 
consider litigation (not legislation)_ which has been filed, or where there is 
signifi.cant exposure to litigation likely to be filed, by another party, or to 
consider having the City file litigation. 

4.24.2. Labor Negotiations. To meet with the City's representatives to instruct 
them in negotiations with labor unions and other _employee 
representatives. The Board may not meet in a closed session to do the 
actual negotiations with labor representatives present. 

4.24.3. Emergencies. To meet with law enforcement officials and other officials 
in the event of natural or human caused emergencies which cause a 
threat to public services or facilities. 
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4.24.4. Personnel. To consider hiring or firing, or evaluating the performance of 
the Clerk of the Board. The Board may not meet in closed session to 
consider the appointment of a member of a commission or of a 
department head. 

4.25. Imperative Agenda. The Imperative Agenda includes proposed resolutions 
which are purely commendatory, or resolutions for which failure to approve would 
result in serious injury to the public interest, and which are not on the printed 
agenda. Imperative Agenda resolutions shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board 
prior to the start of the Board meeting. The Clerk of the Board shall distribute 
such resolutions or emergency ordinances to Supervisors. Supervisors shall 
introduce· these for consideration during the Roll Call for Introductions and 
provide the appropriate number of copies for distribution. 

4.26. Imperative Agenda Commendatory, Serious Injury and Brown Act Findings. 
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Before considering an item of business not on the agenda, the Board shall adopt 
motions by a two-thirds vote of the full Board; or if less than two-thirds of the 
Supervisors are present, a unanimous vote of those Supervisors present, . 
determining: 

4.26.1. that the resolution is either purely commendatory or that failure to adopt 
the resolution on this date would do serious injury to the public interest, 
and thus the resolution meets the standards of the San Francisco · 
Sunshine Ordinance; and 

4.26.2. that the need to take action arose after the agenda was ordered printed, 
and thus the resolution meets the standanfa of the Brown Act. 
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5. Board Meeting Parliamentary Procedure 

5.1. Parliamentary Authority. It is the Board's intention that parliamentary actions 
. normally used by the Board be included in these rules. On any question or point 
of order not contained in these Rules of Order, the Board shall be governed in its 
parliamentary actions·by the latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly 
Revised when such actionswould not result in conflict with state law or local 
ordinance. 

5.2. Suspension of Rules. Except this rule, Rule 4.4 (Recessed Meetings), rules 
which are restatements of other applicable law, and the rule relating to the 
privilege of the floor, any rule may be suspended by the affirmative vote of eight 
Supervisors unless there are fewer than eight Supervisors present, in which case 
the unanimous consent of the Supervisors present, but not less than six, shall be 
required. Suspension of the rule relating to privilege of the floor shall require the 
unanimous consent of all Supervisors present. A motion to suspend the rules is 
not debatable. 

5.3. Quorum. A quorum for the transaction of official business shall consist of six 
Supervisors, but a smaller number may adjourn from time to time and_compel the 
attendance of absent Supervisors in the manner and subject to penalties to be 
provided by ordinance. 

5-.4-. Maintaining a Quorum. No Supervisor shall leave the Board meeting while in 
session if the departure will cause the loss of a quorum. 

5.5. Rights of Supervisors Less than Quorum. In the absence of a quorum, no 
official action shall be taken by the Supervisors present exceptto order a call of 
the Board, to recess, or to adjourn. 

5.6. Call of the Board. Whether there is a.quorum or not, upon a call of the Board, 
those- absent Supervisors who have not been excused shall be sent for by the 
President of the Board and brought to the Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms or 
by special messengers appointed for the purpose. A call of the Board may be 
dispensed with at any time by a majority vote of the Supervisors present. An 
adjournment puts an end to all proceedings in the call. During a call of the 
Board, when there is a quorum present, business may be transacted as usual, 
except that no action shall be taken with respect to the matter in connection with. 
which the call was made. 

5.7. Addressing the Board. When a Supervisor desires to address the Board, the 
Supervisor shall request to be recognized by the President. When recognized by 
the President, the Supervisor shall proceed to speak, addressing remarks to the 
President and confining discussion to the question before the Board. 
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5.8. Supervisor Entitled to Floor. On agenda items, Supervisors shall be 
recognized in this order: chair of the committee before which legislation has been 
heard, Supervisor sponsoring the legislation, and other Supervisors in the order 
the President has noticed them seeking recognition. 

5.9. Presentation Priority. The committee chair, or in his or her absence or 
forbearance another member of the committee, then the sponsor, shall be 
accorded priority in addressing the Board to make a presentation concerning any 
matter submitted to the Board by the committee; except that the Supervisor 
calling a matter out of committee shall be accorded priority in addressing the 
Board for the purpose of making a presentation concerning such matter. 

5.10. Speaker not to be interrupted. When speaking, no Supervisor shall be 
interrupted without the Supervisor's consent, provided, however, that the 
Supervisor speaking shall yield to a point of order. 

5.11. Limitations on Speaking. A Supervisor shall not speak more than twice in any 
one debate on the same subject, and at the same stage of the proceeding, 
without the consent of a majority of the Supervisors present. Supervisors who 
have once spoken on a particular matter shall not again be entitled to the floor so 
long as any Supervisor who has not spoken desires to speak. After obtaining the 
floor, no Supervisor shall be allowed to speak more than 10 minutes on any 
question, except by- permission of a majority of the Supervisors present. 

5.12. Conduct of Superv:isors. No Supervisor in debate shall, directly or indirectly, by 
any form- of words impute-to another Supervisor or to other -Supervisors any 
conduct or motive unworthy or unbecoming a Supervisor. · 

5.13. Action by Motion. Action by motion includes parliamentary actions, actions on 
matters which concern only ,the internal functioning of the Board, directives to the. 
Clerk of the Board to perform some specific act irr the line of official duty, 
directives to the several officers or departments of the City, adoption of the 
arinual budget, submission of Charter amendments to the electorate, inquiries, 
actions of a ceremonial or commemorative nature, and such other actions as 
may be approved by the City Attorney. 

5.14. Votes Required on Motions; Unless otherwise provided by these Rules, a 
motion of a parliamentary nature shall require for adoption the affirmative vote of 
a majority of the Supervisors present, there being present not less than a 
quorum. All other motions shall require for adoption the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the full Board (six votes) except as otherwise provided by these Rules 
of Order, the Charter, or other applicable law. 

5.15. Motion not Required. The Board shall consider, without the necessity for a 
motion and a second: a) all measures reported to the Board by committee, with 
or without recommendation, and b) all measures presented to the Board by the 
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Clerk of the Board in compliance with state law, Charter, ordinance, resolution, 
motion, or rule. When two measures are on the agenda with opposite effect, 
such as to approve and to disapprove an action, a motion shall be required to 
consider either measure. 

5.16. Withdrawal of Motion. After a motion has been stated by the President, it shall 
be in the possession of the Board. After the question has been stated and before 
it is acted upon, a motion may be withdrawn by the mover thereof, with the 
consent of a majority of the Supervisors present. 

5.17. Questions of Order. The President shall decide all questions of order, subject 
to appeal to the Board by any Supervisor. 

5.18. Appeal from Decision of President. Any Supervisor, who disagrees with the 
ruling of the President upon any matter, may appeal from the decision. When a 
Supervisor desires to appeal from the ruling· of the President, such Supervisor 
shall rise as soon as the decision is made, even though another Supervisor holds 
the floor, and without waiting to be recognized, announce an appeal from the 
decision of the President. An appeal shall be decided without debate except that 
the appellant shall state the grounds upon which the appeal is based. 

5.19. Appeal Consideration. After an appeal has been seconded, the President shall 
state clearly the quesHon at issue and, without leaving the chair, may, if the 
President believes it necessary, state the reasons for the decision. The question 
shall then be stated -as follows: "The question before the Board is, shall the 
decision of the President stanq as the decision of the Board?" hi the event of a 
tie vote, the decision of the President shall prevail. 

5.20. Order of Voting. When calling the roll to determine the vote on any measure or 
motion, the Clerk of the Board shall call the vote in alphabetical order which 
rotates weekly. 

5.21. Voting Requirements and Procedure. Every Supervisor present when a 
question is put shall vote for or against it, unless excused from voting by motion 
adopted by a majority of the Supervisors present or prohibited from voting by 
provision of state or local law because of a conflict of interest, which shall be 
disclosed. · · 

5.22. No Absentee Voting. No Supervisor shall be permitted to vote upon a question 
unless in the Chamber when the roll is called, or before the vote is announced. · 

5.23. Vote Explanation. A roll call shall not be interrupted for vote explanation or for 
any other purpose, but a Supervisor may, prior to the calling of the roll, explain a 
vote (but not when the pending motion is not debatable), file in writing an 
explanation of a vote after the result of the roll call has been announced, or 
explain a vote orally on roll call for the introduction of new matters. 
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5.24. Rescind. When a vote has been taken by the Board and carried or lost, it shall 
be in order at the same meeting for any Supervisor to move to rescind that vote 
unless something has been done as a result of the vote which is impossible to 
undo. A motion to rescind shall require a second. For adoption a motion to 
rescind shall require approval of six Supervisors or of two-thirds of the 
Supervisors present, whichever number is less. A motion to rescind the vote on 
less than the entire consent agenda shall be in order. 

5.25. Reconsideration. The parliamentary motion to reconsider shall not be in order. 
A motion to rescind a vote, and then a motion to continue an item to a specific 
date is in order. 

5.26. Charter Provided Reconsideration. When the Mayor returns legislation to the 
Board with the Mayor's veto or request for reconsideration, the Board shall not 
reconsider the legislation until the first meeting after the message from the Mayor 
is communicated to the Board. The override of a Mayoral veto or request for 
reconsideration shall not be scheduled unless a Supervisor, within a reasonable 
time, has requested the matter be scheduled at said meeting. 

5.27. Precedence of Motions during Debate. When a question is under debate, no 
motion shall be entertained except the following motions which shall have a 
precedence in the order listed: 

1. To adjourn. 
2. To call the Board. 
3. To recess to a time certain. 
4. To table. 
5. To terminate debate. 
6. To postpone or continue to a date certaia. 
7. To continue until later in the meeting. 
8. To refer to committee. 
9. To amend. 

5.28. Motions not Debatable. The following motions are not debatable: 

1. Terminate, limit, or extend debate. 
2. Close nominations. 
3. Division of the question/Duplication of file. 
4. Objections to consideration of a question. 
5. Order, Questions of. · 
6. Parliamentary inquiry. 
7. Reopen nominations. 
8. Suspend the rules. 
9. Table. 
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5.29. Motions which may not be Amended. The following motions may not be 
amended: 
1. Adjourn. 
2. Amend an amendment. 
3. Appeal of decision of the chair. 
4. Postpone indefinitely. 
5. Terminate-debate. 
6. Suspend the rules. 
7. Table. 
8. Take from the table. 
9. Take up a question out of its proper order. 

5.30. Division of the Question. At the request of any Supervisor, prior to the roll call · 
for action on a matter, the President or the chair of the committee shall order a 
question divided (severed) if it includes propositions so distinct in substance that 
one being taken away, one or more substantive propositions shall remain for the 
decision of the Board. When divided, each proposition shall then be considered 
and voted upon separately as if it had been offered alone. 

5.31. Duplication of File. At the request of ariy Supervisor, prior to the roll call for 
action on a matter, the- President or the chair of the committee shall order a file 
duplicated. Once duplicated each piece of legislation shall be considered 
separately and processed· accordingly. 

5.32. Seriatim Consideration. When a measure under debate includes points which 
are intimately connected, any SupeiVisor may have the matter considered by 
sections or paragraphs. Each section or paragraph may be amended while 
being considered, and the proposition as a whole shall then be voted upon. 

5.33. Termination of Debate/Call the Question. Three Supervisors may move to 
terminate debate on a matter. If the motion carries, all debate on the matter 
pending shall terminate. The matter under discussion shall then be immediately 
put to a vote. It shall require a two-thirds vote of the Supervisors present to 
adopt a motion terminating debate. 

5.34. Table. A motion to table shall be in order for the purpose of postponing 
temporarily or postponing indefinitely a matter before the Board or a committee 
and requires the approval of six Supervisors. A tabled matter may be taken from 
the table at the same meeting at which it was tabled, and then considered. A 
tabled matter may be taken from the table at the next meeting,_provided that the 
Board has approved a written motion to remove from the table that appeared on 
the agenda at the subsequent meeting. If the motion is approved, the matter . 
shall not be considered until the next following meeting so thatits consideration 
may be posted, published, and noticed. 
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5.35. Reading Titles. The Clerk of the Board may read abbreviated titles of measures 
on the agenda when the abbreviated wording will clearly express to the 
Supervisors and the listening public the nature of the measure. 

5.36. Privilege of the Floor. The privilege of the floor shall not be granted, for any 
purpose, to persons other than officers of the City or their duly authorized 
representatives. This rule shall not be suspended except by unanimous consent 
of all Supervisors present. Persons granted the privilege of the floor pursuant to 
this provision shall confine their remarks to the question before the Board. 
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6. Legislative Organization 

6.1. Organization and Election of President. At 1-2 -noon on the eighth day of 
January in odd-numbered years next following their election, or at 10:00 a.m. on 
the following business day if the eighth of January falls on a Sunday, or holiday, 
the newly elected and continuing members of the Board shall meet at the 
Legislative Chamber in City Hall. The Board shall by majority vote to elect one of 
its members as President for a two-year term. 

6.1.1. Vacancy in the Office of the President of the Board. If a vacancy in 
· the office of the President of tr.e ~oard occurs prior to the end of the term, 

the Board shall by a majority vote elect one of its members to fill the 
unexpired portion of the term. At the time designated for the election of a 
Board President, the presiding officer shall entertain nominations from the 
Supervisors for the position of President. When there are no further 
nominations, the presiding officer shall declare the nominations closed, 
and the Clerk of the Board shall then call the roll of Supervisors. If no 
nominee receives a majority of the votes, then the presiding officer shall· 
direct additional roll calls until a nominee receives a majority vote and a 
President is elected. The members of the Board may, by majority vote, 
and at any time during the election_process, reopen nominations. 

6.2. Board Seniority. The ass-ignment to Board members of offices in City Hall, 
parking spaces at City Hall, seats in the Legislative Chamber:, and the 
appointment of Board members to compensate..d commission positions, shall be 
determined by seniority. Seniority shall be determined as provided in this Rule. 

6.2.1. For members of the Board beginning service on the Board of Supervisors 
on January 8, 2001, Board members' seniority, and at any time thereafter, 
whether elected or appointed, seniority shall be initially assumed 
determined by those having the longest period of uninterrupted service on 
the Board. Higher seniority among Supervisors who initially assumed 
office at the same time shall be determined by a lottery to be conducted by 
the Clerk of the Board at a meeting of the Board held within two weeks of 
the election or appointment of the new Supervisors. 

6.3. Board Vacanci~s. As vacancies occur in Supervisor's Chamber seats, offices, 
and parking spaces, their availability shall be on the basis of seniority. A 
Supervisor shall not be involuntarily displaced while holding office. A Supervisor 
may be displaced from a seat in the Chamber by seniority because of 
Presidential succession. In that event, the Supervisor may choose to occupy 
either a vacant seat or a seat occupied by a Supervisor with less seniority, who in 
turn may exercise the same option. 
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6.4. Board Representatives. The President shall represent the Board at functions 
within and outside the City, subject to fiscal provisions of the Charter, and may 
designate representatives of the Board authorized to attend meetings and 
conventions of other organizations. 

6.5. . Outside Boards and Commissions. Each Supervisor is restricted to serving on 
no more than two outside boards or commissions which remunerate service · 
unless every Supervisor has been polled in order of seniority and declined to 
serve. Before a Supervisor may be appointed to a first term of a second outside 
board or commission (excluding appointment to the San Francisco Local Agency 
Formation Commission and the San Francisco Transportation Authority) every 
other Supervisor shall have been given the opportunity to serve on at least one 
outside board or commission. 

6.6. Legislative Chamber. The Legislative Chamber shall be under the supervision 
and control of the President of the Board whether the Board is in session or not. 
Except provided in this rule, it shall be used solely by the Board and its standing 
or special committees for the transaction of public business of the City. If not 
required for such use, the President may permit its use by agencies of the. 
regional, Federal, State or local governments for the transaction of public 
business. Application for such use shall be made in writing to the Clerk of the 
Board. Any permission so granted may be canceled or revoked by the President, 
where necessary, for the protection of City property, the preservation of order, or 
other sufficient reason. Sucb permission shall be canceled or revoked by the 
President if and when it shall appear that the Chamber wm be required for use of 
the Board or its committees. When Board and committee assignments-will 
permit, the Chamber may be authorized by the President foi: use by others in 
conducting formal ceremonies such as swearing in members of the judiciary and 
commissions; by commissions and official or quasi official groups on which a 
Supervisor serves and will be in attendance; and by similar commission or 
groups involving direct participation and attendance by the Mayor, if the request 
is made by the Mayor. The President shall assign seats in the Chamber to 
properly accredited news media representatives and public officials. The 
Chamber shall be used only for governmental purposes. The President shall not 
permit the Chamber to be used by private or non-profit groups no matter how 
worthy their cause. 

6.7. Subpoenas. Whenever the subpoena power of the Board is to be exercised in 
an inquiry conducted pursuant to the provisions of the Charter, the subpoena 
shall be issued upon a motion duly seconded, with an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the Supervisors present, which subpoena shall be issued and 
authenticated in the name of the Board by the Clerk of the Board. Any person 
refusing to obey such subpoena or to produce such books, papers, testimony or 
other evidence shall be deemed in contempt and shall be subject to proceedings · 
and penalties as provided by general law in such instances. 
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6.8. Process for Review and Approval of Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 
Board's Annual Budget Prior to Submission to the Mayor. The Boar:d shall 
refer to the appropriate Board committee a public hearing for discussion of 
budget balancing guidelines to be implemented by the Clerk of the Board in 
preparation of the fiscal year budget for the Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 
Board. This hearing shall occur no later than 60 days prior to submission of the 
proposed fiscal year budget to the Mayor. 

6.9. Timeline for Review and Adoption of the Draft Budget. The Clerk ·of the 
Board shall propose a timeline for an additional committee hearing(s) for review 
and adoption of the proposed fiscal year budget prior to its submission to-the 
Mayor. This hearing shall occur no later than 15 days prior to submission of the 
proposed fiscal year budget to the Mayor. 

6.10. Economic Impact Legislation Guid~lines. The following items do not require a 
report by the Office of Economic Analysis: for the Board's purposes in conducting 
meetings and considering and potentially adopting legislation: commendations; 
proclamations; resolutions authorizing the acceptance and expenditure of grants 
from government agencies; resolutions that urge actions; all appointments to City 
boards, commissions, advisory committees and task forces; pubiic hearings that 
have no accpmpanying legislation; resolutions that support or oppose legislation 
pending before other local, state, or federal legislative bodies or executives; and 
motions. 

· 6.11. Honors. The Board shall issue honors in the following categories: 

11/15/12 

6.11.1. Engrossed Resolutions. Such. resolutions shall be prepared for 
Supervisors leaving office; department heads leaving City service after 
at least 10 years of service with the City; and Mayors, members of 
Congress, and members of the State Legislature upon leaving office. 

6.11 ,2. Certificates of Honor. Each member of the Board is authorized to 
issue Certificates of Honor on behalf of the Board without further Board 
action. Supervisors may indicate their desire to join in sponsoring the 
certificate. The primary sponsor shall then permit the additional 
Supervisors to sign the certificate. 

6.11.3. Letter of Commendation. Each Supervisor is authorized to issue 
Letters of Commendation in the name of the Board without limit as to 
number. 

Page 36 

1802 



10/22/12 

Section 1. 
Section 1. 

Section 2. 
Section 2. 

Section 3. 

Section 5. 

Section 4. 
Section·3. 

.Section 5. 
Section 4. 

Section 6 
Section 6. 

· Proposed Rules Of Order 
Table of Contents 

Public Participation (New) 
Public Participation and Testimony (Old) 

Legislative Process (New). 
Legislative Process (Old) 

Legislative Committees 
Overview, Structure and Process (New) 
Committees (Old) 

Board of Supervisors Meetings (New) 
Order of Business (Old) 

Board Meeting Parliamentary Procedures (New) 
Parliamentary Procedure (Old) 

~Legislative Organization {New) 
Legislative Organization (O.!d) 

1803 



10/22/12 

Summary of Rule Nos. changes from Old Rule to proposed New Rules Nos. 

Secti-on 1. Public Participation (New Title) 

Old Rule Title New Rule 

1.6 Open Sessions 1.1 Revised 
·1.1 Communications 1.2 Revised 
1.1 Public Testimony 1.3 Revised 
1.5 Public Testimony 1.3 Revised 
1.1 Actions Prohibited in Meetings 1.3.1 Revised 
1.3 Speakers Cards 1.4 No Change 
1.2 Interpreters 1.5 Revised 
1.2.1 Time Limits for Public Speakers 1.5.1 Revised 
6.7 Security Officers 1.6 No Change 

6.8 Disorderly Conduct 1.7 No Change 
6.8.1 1.7.1 Change 
6.8.2 1.7.2 No Change 
6.8.3 1.7.3 No change 
6.8.4 1.7.4 No Change 
6.9 Conduct Enforcement 1.8 No Change 
6.10 Law Violations· 1.9 No Change 
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Section 2. Legislative Process (Same Title) 
Old Rule Title New Rule 
2~ 1 Board Actions 

2.2 
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2.4 
2.5 
2.6 
2.8 

2.7.1 

2.7.2 
2.9 

2.7 
2.29 

2.10 
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2.13 
2.17 
2.18 
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2.19 
2.20 
2.22 
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2.32 
2.26 
2.27 

2.28 
2.281 
2.28.2 
2.28.3 
2.28.4 
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Approval as to Form 
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Resolution Writing 
Legislative Introductions 
Supervisors and Mayor 
Legislative Introductions for 
Departments 
Legislation Introduced Document 
Departmental Time Limit 
Board Consideration 
Grant Applications 
State and Federal Legislation 
Contracts, Leases, Agreements 
Subject Hearings 
Committee Reference 
Sponsors ·and Co-Sponsors 
Pending Legislation 
Transmittal to Mayor 
Action by Mayor 
Action by Mayor 

Unreturned Legislation 
Effective Dates 
Rate, Fee and Charge Review 
Mayor Appointments 

Certain Candidates for Commission 
Executive Branch Reorganization 
Regular Meetings of 
Subordinate Bodies 
Proposed Charter Amendments 
Introduction Referral to Committee 
Referral to City Attorney 
Controller's Statement · 
Referral to Mayor and other City 
Departments 
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2.1 No Change 
2.1.1- No Change 
2.1.2 No-Change 

. 2.1.3 No Change 
2.1.4 Revised 
2.2 No Change. 
2.3 No Change 
2.4 No Change 
2.5 Revised 
2.6 No Change 

2.7 Revised-

2. 7.1 Revised 
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2.8 New 
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2.8.3 Revised 
2.9 No Change 
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2.14.3 Revised 
2.15 Revised 
2.16 Revised 
2.17 Revised 
2.18 Revised 
2.181-3 New 
2.19 Revised 
2.20 Revised 
2.21 Revised 

2.22 No change 
2.22.1 Revised 
2.22.2 No Change 
2.22.3 No Change 

2.22.4 No Change 
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2.28.5 
2.28.6 
2.28.7 
2.28.8 
5.37 
5.37 

Amendments/Charter amendments 2.22.5 Revised 
Committee Report and Board Action 2.22.6 No Change 
Order of Submission to Electorate 2.22. 7 Revised 
Modification of Time 2.22.8 No Change 
One Late Charter Amendment 2.22.9 Revised 
Filing Proposed Charter Amendment 2.22.10 Revised 
Withdrawing of Charter Amendment 2.22.11 New 

Ballot Measure 
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Section 3. Legislative Committees 
Overview. Structure and Process ( New Title) 

Old Rule 

6.5 
5.38 
5.10 
5.11 
5.12 
5.13 
5.14 
1.4 
5.15 
5.35 
5.16 
5.21 
5.17 
5.18 
5.19 

. 5.24 
5.28 

5.29 
5.30 

5.22 
5.39 
5.40 

5.4.1 

2.25 
5.6 
5.1 
5.2 
6.16 
6.17 
6.18 
5.3 

Committee Appointments 
Presidential Committee Service 
Committee Authority 
Committee Assignments 
Committee Size 
Action by Chair of Committee 
Meetings to Public · 
Public Comrnentat Committee 
Time of Committee Meeting 
Committee Meetings on Tuesday . 
Committee Member Attendance 
Record of Attendance 
Call to Order 
Roll Call on Pending Motion 
No Requirement/Second on Motion 
Non.:Ouplication 
Committee Meeting 

Agendas Notices 
Committee Presentation Policy 
Timing of Committee 

Recommendations 
Applicable Rules 
Committee Consent Agenda 
Committee Hearings on Major 

New Rule 

3.1 
3.2 
3.3 
3.4 
3.5 
3.6 
3.7 
3.8 
3.9 
3.10 
3.11 
3.12 
3.13 
3.14 
3.15 
3.16 

Revised 
No Change 
Revised 
No Change 
Revised 
Revised 
No Change 
Revised 
No Change 
Revised 
Revised 
No Change 
Revised 
No Change 
No-Change 
No Change 

3.17 Revised 
3.18 No Change 

3.19 Revised 
3.20 No Change 
3.21 Revised 

Issues Deferred for 30 Days 3.22 No Change 
Action on Amendments Administrative 

Code Land Use or Planning 3.23 No Change 
General Plan Amendments 3.24 No Change 
Fiscal Committees 3.25 No Change 
Budget and Finance Committee 3.25.1 No Change 
Government & Audit · 3.25.2 No Change 
Management Audits 3.25.3 No Change 
Audit Schedule 3.25.4 No Change 
Approval of Audit Schedule 3.25.5 Revised 
Rules Committee 3.26 Revised 
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Section 3. Legislative Committees {Con'tl 
· Overview, Structure and Process ( New Title) 

Old Rule Title New Rule 

4.38 Amendments to the 
Rules of Order 3.26.1 No Change 

5.4 City Operations & Neighborhood 3.27 No Change 
5.5 Land Use and Economic 

Development 3.28 No Change 
5.8 Public Safety Committee 3.29 No Change 
5.26 Select Committees 3.30 No Change 

.5.7 Joint City and School District 3.31 No Change 
5.25 Joint Committees 3;32 No Change 
2.14 Committee Hearing 3.33 ·· Revised 
5.27 Committee Action 3.34 Revised 
5.31.2 Failure to Hear within 30 Days 3.35 Revised 
5.31.1 Failure to Act Within 30 Days 3.36 Revised 
5.32 Board May Call Measure 

From Committee 3.37 No Change 
5.34 Notice of Call from Committee 3.38 Revised 
5.33 Calling Emergency Measure 

From Committee 3.39 Revised 
5.36 Filing of Inactive Matters "3.40 Revised 
5.37 Filing of Inactive Matters 

After Six Months 3.41 Revised 
5.23 Reactivating of Tabled 

Or Filed Items 3.42 Revised 
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Section 4. Board of Su~ervisors Meetings { New Title} 
Old Rule Title New Rule 

Board Meeting Agendas, Posting 4.1 New 
Publishing, Noticing 

6.2 · Regulars Meetings of the Board 4.2 Revised 
Recess Schedule 4.2.1 New 

4.36 Holiday Schedule. 4.2.2 No Change 
6.3 Special Meetings of the Board 4.3 No Change 
4.39 Recessed Meetings 4.4 Revised 
6.4 Attendance at Board Meetings 4.5 No Change 
6.19 Meeting Absences 4.6 Revised 
3.1 Call to Order and Roll Call 4.7 No Change 
6.11 President Pro Tern 4.8 No Change 
3.2 Pledge of Allegiance 4.9 No Change 
3.3 Approval Of Meeting Minutes 4.10 Revised 
3.4 Communications 4.11 No Change 
3.9.1 Mayor's Appearance at 

Board Meetings 4.12 Revised 
Recognition of Commendations , 4.13 New 
Group Recognitions 4.13.1 New 

3.5 Consent Agenda · 4.14 No Change 
3.6 Old Business 4.15 Revised 
3.7 New Business 4.16 NoChange 
2.16 Board Action 4.17 .No Change 
4.29 Special Times of Business 4.18 Revised 
1.9 Public Hearings on Appeals 4.19 Revised. 
3.8 Committee Reports 

On Urgent Legislation 4.20 Revised 
3.9 Roll Call for Introduction 4.21 Revised 
3.10 Public Comment 4.22 Revised 
3.11 Adoption Without Committee 

Reference 4.23 No Change 
Continuation/ Amended Matters 
Without Committee Reference 4.23~1 New 

1.8 1-4 Closed Sessions 4.24.1 No Change 
4.24.2 No Change 
4.24.3 Revised 
4.24.4 No Change 

2.15 Imperative Agenda 4.25 Revised 
3.13 Imperative Agenda Commendatory 4.26 Revised 
3.13.1 4.26.1 No Change 
3.13.2 4.26.2 No Change 
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Section 5. Board Meeting Parliamentarv 
Procedures {New Title} 

Old Rule Title New Rule 

4.35 Parliamentary Authority 5.1 No Change 
4.37 Suspension of Rules 5.2 No Change 
4.1 Quorum 5.3 No Change 
4.4 Maintaining a Quorum 5.4 No Change 
4.2 Rights of Supervisors 

Less than Quorum 5.5 No Change 
4.3 Call of the Board 5.6 No Change 
4.5 Addressing the Board 5.7 No Change 
4.6 Supervisor Entitled to Floor 5.8 No Change 
5.29 · Presentation Priority 5.9 No Change 
4.20 Speaker not to be Interrupted 5.10 No Change 
4.7 Limitations on Speaking 5.11 No Change 
4.16 Conduct of Supervisors 5.12 No Change 
4.8 Action by Motion 5.13. No Change 
4.9 Votes Required by Motion . 5.14 No Change· 
4.32 Motion not Required 5.15 No Change 
4.10 Withdrawal of Motion 5.16 l\'o Change 
4.11 Questions of Order 5.17 No Change 
4.12 Appeal from Decision of President 5.18 No Change 
4.13 Appeal Consideration 5.19 No Change 
4.34 Order of Voting 5.20 Revised 
4.14 Voting Requirements 

And Procedure 5.21 No Change 
4.15· No Absentee Voting 5.22 No Change 
4.17 Vote Explanation 5.23 No Change 
4.30 Rescind 5.24 No Change 
4.18 Reconsideration 5.25 No Change 
4.19 Charter Provided Reconsideration 5.26 No Change 
4.21 Precedence of Motions 

During Debate · 5.27 No Change 
4.22 Motions not Debatable 5.28 No Change 
4.23 Motions which may be Amended 5.29 No Change 
4.24 Division of Question 5.30 Revised 

Duplication of a File 5.31 New 
4.25 Seriatim Consideration 5.32 No Change 
4.26 Termination of Debate/ 

Call the Question 5.33 ·Revised 
4.31 Table 5.34 No Change 
4.33 Reading Titles 5.35 No Change 
4.28 Privilege of the Floor 5.36 No Change 
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Section 6 Legislative Organization (Same Title) 

Old Rule Title- New Rule 
6.1 Organization and Election 6.1 No Change 

Of Board President 
Vacancy in the Office of Presidency 6.1.1 Revised 

6.21 Board Seniority 6.2 No Change 
6.21 Revised 

6.12 _ Board Vacancies 6.3 Revised 
6.6 Board R~pr-esentatives 6.4 No Change 
6.15 Outside Boards/Commissions 6.5 - No Change 
6.13 Legislative Chamber 6.6 No Change 
6.14 Subpoenas 6.7 No Change 
6.22 Website Design & Maintenance 

For Board Members 6.8 No Change 
6.23 Process for R_eview and Approval 

Of Board of Supervisors 6.9 No Change 
6.24 Timeline for Review and 

Adoption of the Draft Budget 6.10 No Change 
6.25 - economic Impact Legislation 6.11 Revised 
2.21.1-3 Honors 6.12 No Change 

6.12.1 No Change 
6.12.2 Revised 
6.12.3 No Change 
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Section 

1.1 

Current Rules of Order 

Public Testimony and Communications 
Encouraged. a) The policy of the City and County of 
San Francisco and of the Board of Supervisors 
(Board) is to encourage and permit public testimony 
before legislative action is taken by the Board. b) 
Members of the public are encouraged to write to the 
Board concerning municipal issues. When written 
communications addressed to the Board are 
received, the Clerk of the Board shall list them on the 
rear of the next available printed Board agenda .. 
Communications received prior to each Monday noon 
shall be listed on the printed agenda for the second 
following Tuesday (except when a holiday occurs). 
Communications relating to matters pending before 
the Board or one of its committees shall be placed in 
the file concerning that matter. c) Persons speaking 
before the Board or a Board committee shall confine 
their remarks to the question before the. Board or 
committee. d) Although the Board welcomes public 
testimony, either at Committee meetings orat full 
Board meetings, persons in the audience shall not 
vocally express .support or opposition to statements 
by Supervisors or by persons testifying. Applause 
and offensive acts are prohibited. In order to protect 
public safety and the rights of all audience members 
to observe Board proceedings, persons shall not 
bring signs into the Legislative Chamber (Chamber) 
nor display signs in the Chamber. Small signs, 
however, may be worn on clothing. Persons shall be 
prohibited from the usage and ringing of cell phones, 
pagers, or other electronic communication devices in 
Board and Committee meetings. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 1.6 
Open Sessions. Every 
meeting of the Board, 
including all Board committee 
meetings, is open to the 
public. Ih.e_~igenda for each 
meeting of the Board is po.s.te.d. · 
at the San Francisco Maio. 
1&rary. on the Board's kiosk 
in Cit)! Hall and on the 
B~of Supervisors 
website. A summary notice 
which includes the date time 
place. and where to find 
details of the matters to be 
considered is published in the 
San Francisco official 
newspaper. The Board shall 
not close any part of its open 
meeting to the public for 
"closed sessions," sometimes 
referred to a~ "executive 
session," except in strict 
observance of California's 
Ralph M. Brown Act 
(California's open meeting 
law) and the San Francisco 
Sunshine Ordinance, SE 
Administrative Code 67}. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Open Sessions. Every meeting of the 
Board, including all Board committee 
meetings, is open to the public. The agenda 
for each meeting of the Board is posted at 
the San Francisco Main Library, on the 
Board's kiosk in City Hall, and on the 
Board's website. A summary notice which 
includes the dc;3te, time, place, and where to 
find details of the matters to be considered 
is published in the San Francisco official 
newspaper. The Board shall not close any 
part of its open meeting to the public for 
"closed sessions," sometimes referred to as 
"executive session," except in strict 
observance of California's Ralph M. Brown 
Act (California's open meeting law) and the 
San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance, SF 
Administrative Code 67). N ..... 

0:, ..... 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rt.1les Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Moved fror'n old 1.1 
1.2 Translators. The Board shall seek to W[itte11 Comm1micatio11s. -P-ti-e-HG Written Communications. The policy of 

provide translators at each of its regular Testimony and Communioations the City and County of San Francisco and 
meetings and all meetings of its Encouraged. The policy of the City and of the Board of Supervisors is to encourage 
committees for each language requested, County of San Francisco and of the Board public participation before legislative action 
where the translation is necessary to of Supervisors is to. encourage~ is taken by the Board. Written 
enable San Francisco residents with participation and permit public testimony communications concerning municipal 
limited English proficiency to participate in before legislative action is taken by the issues addressed to the Board or Clerk of 
the proceedings provided that a request Board.~ the Board and received by Monday by12 

I . 

for such translation services is enoouFa§ed to WFite to tl=le BeaFd noon will be listed on the agenda for the 
communicated to the Clerk of the Board oonoernin§ munioipal issues. WAeR Written second following Board meeting. 
at least 48 hours before the meeting. For c:omm1.mic:atioos c:ooc;emiog munic;igal Communications relating to matters 
meetings on a Monday or a Tuesday, the · issues addrnssed to 'tbe Board or Clerl5: of pending before Board or Board committee 
request must be made by noon of the last tbe Board arid rec:eived b~ Monda~ b~ shall also be placed in the legislative file 
business day of the preceding week. The noon will be listed on tbe agenda fo[ tbe concerning the matter: 
unavailability of a translator shall not sec:ood following Board meeting 
affect the ability of the Board or its Communic:ations relating to matters 
committees to deliberate or vote upon any geoding before Board or Board c;ommittee 
matter presented to them. sball also be glac:ed in tbe legislati~e file 

c;oncerning tbe matter 
CW') 
..-

TAe CleFI~ Elf tl=le BeaFd sl=lall list tl=lem on co 
~>it availal::lle pFinted Board ..-
a§lenda. Gomn~unioations reoeived pFior to 
eael=l Monday noon sl=lall l::le listed en tl=le 
printed a§enda fer tl=le second fellowiR§-
Tuesday telmept \Nl=len a l=leliday occurs~. 
Communications relatin§ to matters 
pending before *e Board or one of its 
committees sl=lall l::le placed in tl=le file 
oenoernin§ tl=lat matter. 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

1.2.1 Time Limits for Public Speakers who Number not used 
Request Translation Assistance. 
When a member of the public is 
addressing the Board of Supervisors or 
one of its Committees, and when time 
limits have been placed on public 
testimony, the Chair of the meeting, in 
order to afford all public speakers a 
uniform time limit for testimony, shall allow 
persons requesting translation assistance 
to testify for twice the amount of the time 
limit, thereby providing uniform time for 
the speaker's testimony, as well as the 
time necessary for the translation of the 
testimony for the benefit of the 
Supervisors and the public. Public 
speakers who use simultaneous 
translation services will be governed by 
the public testimony time limit applied to o:::t 
speakers who have not requested 
translation assistance. 

,-
00 
,-



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 1.1 and 1.5 
1.3 Speaker Cards. . Public Testimony Comment at Full Board Meetings. The Public Testimony The Board 

Speakers at full Board Board welcomes public testimony, either at Committee meetings welcomes public testimony. Persons 
meetings and at or at f1:1II BoarEI meetings. eersoos speaking before the Board or speaking before the Board or at 
committee meetings are at committee sball coofioe tbeir remar~s to tbe guestion before committee shall confine their remarks 
requested, but not the Board or committee. When the full Board considers to the question before the Board or 
required, to identify legislation which has not been considered by ·a committee, · committee. When the full Board 
themselves and fill out public testimony on those items occurs during the public considers legislation which has not 
cards placed near the comment portion of the Board meeting. been considered by a committee, 
public microphone. The Elelete ~ .J. ~ If a eommittee has provi(fae tl'le opporhmity for public testimony on those items occurs 
information is used to 131:1elie testimony ·an El feFWarEleEI an oreinanse, resol1:1ti0Fi, or during the public comment portion of 
help prepare the minutes n=iotion to tl=ie f1:1II Boare, tl=ie Beare Eloe&-Ret 13roviee a sesonEI the Board meeting. Each regular, 
of the meeting. ot313ort1:1nity for p1:1elie. testimony.at tl=le f1:1II BearEI meeting. +l=l1:1s, special and off site meeting of the 

131:1131ie testimony at meetings ef tl=ie f1:1II Beare is net pern=iittee Board shall provide an opportunity at 
when an oppert1:1nity !'las been given at a eemmittee l'learing for the appropriate place on the agenda for 
testimony on that item. public comment. See also Rule 3.8, 
Each regular, special and off site meetiog of the Board shall which discusses general public 
provide an opportunity at the appropriate place on the agenda comment at Committee meetings and 

· for public comment. also Rule 4.22, which discusses LO 
.-

See Also Buie 4.22, which discusses general public comment at general public comment at Board co 
Board meetinas. meetings. .-

+l=iis is an 01313ertb1nity fer meF)'leers eJ tl=ie 131:1blie to Elirestly 
aeElress the Beare on items of interest to tl=le p1:1blie tl=lat are · 
witl=iin tl=ie s1:113jeet matter j1:1riseietion oftl=ie Beare inel1:1eing items 
fer ,.,,,1=iish immeeiate aE1013tion Aas been n=ioveEI, anEI exsll:IE!in9 
items whiel'l have been eonsiElereEI by a BearEI eemmittee. When 
that item is reaehee, men=ibers of the 131:1elis may aeElress the 
Beare for l:lf3 to three min1:1tes. +Ae i:;lresieent, er tAe Boar:EI, may 
lin=iit tl=le total testin=ieny to aG min1:1tes. At the eenel1:1sion of 
p1:1elie eemment, the Eleare may not lawf1:1lly tal~e aetien to 
apt3reve er eisa1313rove a ne:PN t3ro13osal 1Nhieh is net en the 
a§!enEla. e1:1t may refer tAe 13ro13osal to a Gity offisial for revie1,Vc 

gyring pl:lblie een=iment before tl=le f1:1II Beare, remarl~s sl'lall be 
aeeresseEI to tl'le Beard as a whole, not to ineivie1:1al S1:1pervisers 
anEI not to the a1:1Elienee. S1:1pervisers sl'lall net enter into eebate 
or Elise1:1ssion VJitl=l s13ee\l~ers E11:1ring p1:1blie eemment. +Ac · 
PresiElent may reEf 1:1est a City effieial to investi§ate an iss1:1e 
raisee anEI later re13ort to a eommittee or to the Beard. 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Moved and revised old 1.1 
1.3:1 Number not used Actions Prohibited during Board of Actions Prohibited during Board of 

Supervisor~' Meetings .. Supervisors' Meetings. 
• Ar:lQlause or ~oQal exQressiQn of • · Applause or vocal expression of 

sur;ir;idrt or QQ[JQfiltiQn support or opposition 
• Standing in meetiQAA • Standing in meetings 
• Eating Qr drinking in tbe rJUblic galler)l • Eating or drinking in the public gallery 

• Use of electronic de~ices, uoless tbe)l • Use of electronic devices, unless they 
are in silent mode are ln silent mode 

• liaruj beld sigos st:iall Ret ee ern1:1gt:it • Hand held signs in the Legislative 
inteJhtlegislative Chamber or in the Chamber or in the committee room 
QQmmittee room (altbQugb small signs (although small signs may be worn on 
!l)p)l be WQrn on c;IQthing clothing) 

£igRS tt:ie1:1gR tt:ie BeaFe weleeffies ~1:1131iG 
testiR'loRy, eitt:ieF at Ceffimittee meetiRgs 

-

OF at fl:111 BeaFe meetiAgs, l:)8FS8RS iA tt:ie 
al:IElieAGO SAall AOt ;.,oeally O~El:)FOSS 
s1:1ppeFt eF eppesitieR te sta.teffieRts ey 
Sl:ll:)OFViS8FS 8F 13y l:)8FS8RS testifyiAg: 
~El effeRsive aets aFe 
prnt:iieitee. IR eFEleF te prnteet p1:1131ie sal'ety 

U) 
,--
OJ 

aREI tAe Figt:its ef all a1:1ElieAee memeeFs to ,--

89SOPJO Beare preeeeeiRgs, l:)OFSOAS SAall 
Rot 13FiAg sigAs iAto tAe begislative 
GAameer (GAameer) Aor Elisplay si§AS iA 
~Fflall sigRs, t:iev.ieveF, may 
90 1N8FR e,~ eletRiRg. PeFSORS st:iall 98 
l:)FOAieiteEI frem tAO l:1Sage aAEI FiA§iAg of 
sell PA8ROS, pageFS, OF etAOF eleetrnRiG 
eomml:IAieatioA Eleviees iA Beare aAEI 
Gommittee meetiRgs. 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 1.3 
1.4 Public Comment at Committee Speaker Car~s. ~peakers at full Soard at Speaker Cards. Speakers at meetings are 

Meetings. a) The committee system of meetings aAd at eomITTiUee ITTeetiA§JS are requested, but not required, to identify 
the Board is designed to hear effective requested, but not required, to identify themselves and fill out cards placed near 
public testimony for and against proposed themselves ahd fill out cards placed near the public microphone. The information is 
legislation and to hear suggestions for the public microphone. The information is used to help prepare the minutes of the 
amendments. b) Public comment is used to help prepare the minutes of the meeting. 
welcome on any item on committee meeting. 
agendas. Public comment is not provided 
on other matters, because committees 
may consider only items which have been 
referred to the committee and properly 
calendared and advertised. 

r-..... 
CXJ ..... 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

!'Jloved from old 1.2 
1.5 Public Comment at Full Board Meetings. a) When Interpreters. Translators The Interpreters. The Board·shall seek to 

the full Board considers legislation which has not been Board shall seek to provide provide interpretets at each of its regular 
considered by a committee, public testimony is Imerpreters translators at each meetings and all meetings of its committees 
welcomed at the full Board meeting. This testimony of its regular meetings and all for each language requested, where the 
occurs during the Public Comment portion of the meetings of its committees for interpretation is necessary to enable San 
Board meeting. b) If a committee has provided the each language requested, Francisco residents with limited English 
opportunity for public testimony an<;l forwarded an where the interpretation proficiency to participate in the proceedings 
ordinance, resolution, or motion to the full Board, the translation is necessary to provided that a request for such 
Board does not provide a second opportunity for enable San Francisco residents interpretation services is communicated to 
public testimony at the full Board meeting. Thus, with limited English proficiency the Clerk of the Board at least 48 hours 
public, testimony at meetings of the full Board is not to participate in the before the meeting. For meetings on a 
permitted. when an opportunity has been given at a . proceedings provided that a Monday or a Tuesday, the request must be 
committee hearing for testimony on that item. c) Each request for such interpretation made by 12 noon of the last business day 
regular and special meeting of the Board shall provide services is communicated to of the preceding week. The unavailability of 
an opportunity at the appropriate place on the agenda the Clerk of the Board at least an interpreter shall not affect the ability of 
for public comment. This is an opportunity for 48 hours before the meeting. the Board or its committees to deliberate or 
members of the public to directly address the Board For meetings on a Monday or a vote upon any matter presented to them. 
on items of interest to the public that are within the Tuesday, the request must be 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Board, including items made by noon of the last OJ 

for which immediate adoption has been moved, and business day of the preceding 
excluding items which have been considered by a week. The unavailability of an 

T""" 

OJ 
T""" 

Board committee. When that item is reached, interpreter~ shall not . 
members of the public may address the Board for up affect the ability of the Board s,r 
to three minutes. The President, or the Board, may its committees to deliberate or 
limit the total testimony to 30 minutes. At the vote upon any matter 
conclusion of Public Comment, the Board may not presented to them. 
lawfully take action to approve or disapprove a new 
proposal which is not on the agenda, but may refer the 
proposal to a City official for review. d) During Public 
Comment before the full Board, remarks shall be 
addressed to the Board as a whole, not to individual 
Supervisors and not to the audience. Supervisors 
shall not enter into debate or discussion with speakers 
during Public Comment. The President may request a 
City official to investigate an issue raised and later 
report to a committee or to the Board. 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 1.2.1 
1.5.1 Number not used Time Limits for Public Speakers who Time Limits for Public Speakers who 

Request Interpretation Assistance. When Request Interpretation Assistance. 
a member of the public is addressing the . When a member of the public is addressing 
Board of Supervisors or one of its the Board of Supervisors or one of its 
Committees, and when time limits have Committees, and when time limits have 
been placed on public testimony, the been placed on public testimony, the 
President or Chair of the meeting, in order President or chair of the meeting, in order to 
to afford all public speakers a uniform time afford all public speakers a uniform time 
limit for testimony, shall allow persons limit for testimony, shall allow persons 
requesting interpretation assistance, ~ requesting interpretation assistance, by 
another individual. to testify for twice the another individual, to testify for twice the 
amount df the time limit, thereby providing amount of the time limit, thereby providing 
uniform time for the speaker's testimony, uniform time for the speaker's testimony, as 
as well as the time necessary for the well as the time necessary for the 
interpretation of the te$timony for the .interpretation of the testimony for the benefit 
benefit of the Supervisors and the public. of the Supervisors and the public. Public 
Public speakers who use simultaneous speakers who use simultaneous 
interpretation services will be governed by interpretation services will be governed by 
the public testimony time limit applied to the public testimony time limit applied to . 

a., 
..-

speakers who have not requested speakers who have not requested CX) 

interr~retati.on assistance. interpretation assistance. ..-



Section Current Rules of Order 
-

1.6 Open Sessions. Every meeting of the 
Board, including all Board committee 
meetings, is open to the public. Every 
meeting of the Board is advertised in the 
official newspaper of the City. The Board 
shall not.close any part of its open meeting 
to the public for "closed sessions," 
sometimes referred to as "executive 
session," except in strict observance of 
California's Ralph M. Brown Act 
(California's open-meeting law) and the 
San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

1.7 Public Comment at Off-Site Meetings. 
Each special off-site meeting of the Board 
shall provide at the beginning of the 
meeting an opportunity for members of the 
public to directly address the Board on 
items of interest to the public that are 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Board, including items for which immediate 
adoption has been moved, and excluding 
items which have been considered by a 
Board committee. Members of the public 
may address the Board for up to three 
minutes. The public comment will last for a 
period not to exceed 30 minutes. An· 
additional public comment period may be 
added at the discretion of the Board (by a 
majority vote of those members present) 
following Roll Call for Introductions. At the 
conclusion of such comments, the Board 
may not lawfully take action to approve or 
disapprove ~ new proposal which is not on 
the agenda, but may refer the proposal to 
a City official for review. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.7 
Security Officers. The Board requests 
the Sheriff to provide at each meeting of 
the Board at least one deputy sheriff and 
such additional deputies as the Sheriff 
judges to be appropriate. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.8 
Disorderly Conduct. The presiding 
officer shall order removed from the 
meeting room any persoh who commits 
the following acts in respect to a meeting 
of the Board or of a standing or special 
committee: 

I 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Security Officers. The Board requests the 
Sheriff to provide at each meeting of the 
Board at least one deputy sheriff and such 
additional deputies as the Sheriff judges to 
be ·appropriate. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Disorderly Conduct. The presiding officer 
shall order removed from the meeting room 
any person who commits the following acts in 
respect to a meeting of the Board or of a 
standing or special committee: 

C) 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revjsions 

Moved from old 6 .. 8.1 
1.7.1 Number not used Disorderly', contemptuous or insolent 

behavior toward the Board or committee or 
any member thereof, tending to interrupt 
the due and orderly course of said 
meeting; 

Number. not used Moved from old 6.8.2 
1.7.2 A breach of the 'peace, boisterous conduct 

or violent disturbance, tending to interrupt 
the due and orderly course of said 
meeting; 

Moved from old 6.8.3 
1.7.3 Number not used Disobedience of any lawful order of the 

presiding officer, which shall include an 
order to be seated or to refrain from 
addressing the Board or committee; 

Moved from old 6.8.4 
1.7.4 Number not used Usage and ringing of cell phones and 

pagers, not in silent mode etAeF eleetrnRie 
eernrnl:lRieatieR Eleviees in Board and 

. committee meetings; 

Moved from old 6.8.4 
1.7.5 Number not used Any other ooawfu-1 interference with the 

due and orderly course of said meeting. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent 
behavior toward the Board or committee or 
any member thereof, tending to interrupt 
the due and or.derly course of said meeting; 

A breach of the peace, boisterous conduct 
or violent disturbance, tending to interrupt 
the due and orderly course of said 
meeting; 

Disobedience of any lawful order of the 
presiding officer, which shall include an 
order to be seated or to refrain from 
addressing the Board or committee; 

Usage and ringing of cell phones and. 
pagers, not in silent mode in Board and 
committee meetings; 

Any .other interference with the due and 
. orderly course of said meeting. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.9 
1.8 Closed Sessions. Closed sessions are Conduct Enforcement. Any person 

permitted as follows: removed from a meeting shall be excluded 
from further attendance at the meeting 
from which removed, unless permission to 
attend is granted upon motion adopteq by 
a majority vote of the Board or committee. 

. Such exclusion shall be effected by 
attendant law enforcement officer or 
officers upon being so directed by the 
presiding officer. Any law enforcement 
officer or officers on duty and in 
attendance at the meeting, or whose · 
services are commanded by the presiding 
officer, shall carry out all orders and 
instructi~r\s given by the presiding officer 
for the purpose of rriaintaining order and 
decorum at a Board or committee 
meeting. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Conduct Enforcement. Any person 
removed from a meeting shall be excluded 
from further attendance at the meeting from 
which removed, unless permission to attend 
is granted upon motion adopted by a majority 
vote of the Board or committee. Such 
exclusion shall be effected by attendant law 
enforcement officer or officers upon being so 
directed by the presiding officer. Any law 
enforcement officer or officers on duty and in 
attendance at the meeting, or whose services 
are commanded by the presiding officer, 
shall carry out all orders and instructions 
given by the presiding officer for the purpose 
of maintaining order and decorum at a Board 
or committee meeting. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

1.8.1 Litigation. To meet with the City Attorney 
or Deputy City Attorney to consider 
litigation (not legislation) which has been 
filed, or which is highly likely to be filed, by 
another party, or to consider having the 
City file litigation. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

1.8.2 Labor Negotiations. To meet with the 
City's representatives to instruct them in 
negotiations with labor unions and other 
employee representatives. The Board may 
not meet in a closed session to do the 
actual negotiations with labor 
representatives present. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

1.8.3 Emergencies. To meet with law 
enforcement officials and other officials iri 
the event of natural or human caused 
emergencies which c;ause a threat to public 
services or facilities. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Law Violations. In addition to effecting the 
removal of any person who, in the opinion of 
the presiding officer, has violated the order 
and decorum of any meeting, such 
presiding officer may direct any law 
enforcement officer or officers to place such 

. person under arrest for violation of Section 
403 or Section 415 of the California Penal 
Code, or Section 147 of the San Francisco 
Police Code, or any other applicable law, 
and shall cause such person to be 
prosecuted. The complaint shall be signed 
by the presiding officer, the Clerk of the 
Board, or the clerk of the meeting. 

Clean· Version Rules Revisions 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

1.8.4 Personnel. To consider hiring, or firing, or 
evaluating the performance of the Clerk of 
the Board. The Board may not meet in 
c!osed session to consider the appointment 
of a member of a commission or of a 
department head . 

. As Needed Public Safety Briefings. To 
meet with emergency planners or law 
enforcement officials to receive briefings, 

· as needed, regarding information related to 
matters posing a threat to the security of· 
public buildings or a threat to the public's 
rigM of access to public services or public 
facilities. 

Proposed Rules Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

-

-=:t 
N 
a:, 
T""" 



Section Current Rules of Order 

1.9 Public Hearings on Zoning and Land 
Use Appeals. During public hearings of 
the Board required by law on appeals from 
certain City Planning Commission actions, 
the order of testimony and time limits shall 
be: 
Appellant or appellant representative up to 
10 minutes 

. Persons supporting appellant up to 3 
minutes each 
City Planning Commission representative 
up to 10 minutes 
Leader of the opposition to the granting of 
the appeal up to _1 O minutes 
Persons opposing the appeal up to 3 
minutes each 
Appellant up to 3 minute rebuttal. 

The President shall provide for a similar 
order for hearings on other appeals 
permitted by law. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.1 O 
Law Violations. In addition to effecting 
the removal of any person who, in the 
opinion of the presiding officer, has 
violated the order and decorum of any 
meeting, such presiding officer may direct 
any law enforcement officer or officers to 
place such person under arrest for 
violation of Section 403 or Section 415 of 
the California Penal Code, or Section 147 
of the San Francisco Police Code, or any 
other applicable law, and shall cause such 
person to be prosecuted. The complaint 
shall be signed by the presiding officer, 
the Clerk of the Board, or the clerk of the 
meeting. 

.. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

· Law Violations. Ir, addition to effecting the 
removal of any person who, in the opinion of 
the presiding officer, has violated the order 
and decorum of any meeting, such 
presiding officer may direct any law 
enforcement officer or officers to place such 
person under arrest for violation of Section 
403 or Section 415 of the California Penal 
Code, or Section 147 of the San Francisco 
Police Code, or any other applicable law, 
and shall cause such person to be 
prosecuted. The complaint shall be signed 
by the presiding officer, the Clerk of the 
Board, or the clerk of the meeting. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.1 Board Actions. The Board takes action in 
the form of ordinances, resolutions, or 
motions. All ordinances, resolutions, and 
formal motions shall be referred to Board 
committee(s) before consideration by the 
Board, except for the following: 

2.1.1 Ordinances which meet the standards of the 
Brown Act and court decisions concerning 
emergency ordinances and which are 
approved by at least eight Supervisors; and 

2.1.2 Routine resolutions on the printed For 
Adoption Without Committee Reference 
Agenda, which are adopted by a unanimous 
vote of the Board; and 

2.1.3 Resolutions not on the printed agenda, 
considered on the Imperative Agenda, which 
meet the standards of the Brown Act and the 
Sunshine ordinance, and which are adopted 
by unanimo.us vote; and 

2.1.4 Motions of a quasi-judicial nature (such as 
action on appeals from Planning Commission 
actions) or routine in nature, and motions 
which are parliamentary in nature and which 
are adopted by a majority vote of the Board. 
(Motions are not subject to Mayoral veto.) 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Board Actions. The Board takes 
action in the form of ordinances, 
resolutions, or motions. All ordinances, 
resolutions, and formal motions shall be 
referred to Board committee(s) before 
consideration by the Board, except for 
the following: 

Ordinances which meet the standards 
of the Brown Act and court decisions 
concerning emergency ordinances and 
which are approved by at least eight 
Supervisors; and 

Routine resolutions on the printed For 
Adoption Without Committee Reference 
Agenda, which are adopted by a 
unanimous vote of the Board; and 

Resolutions not on the printed agenda, 
considered on the Imperative Agenda, 
which meet the standards of the Brown 
Act and the Sunshine Ordinance, and 
which are adopted by unanimous vote; 
and 

Planning Commission motions actions 
rela:tin__qjo_appeals, or routine in 
nature, and motions which are 
parliamentary in nature and which are 
adopted by a majority vote of the· 
Board. (Motions are not subject to 
Mayoral veto.) 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Board Actions. The Board takes action 
in the form of ordinances, resolutions, or 
motions. All ordinances, resolutions, and 
formal motions shall be referred to Board 
committee(s) before consideration by the 
Board, except for the following: 

Ordinances which meet the standards of 
the Brown Act and court decisions 
concerning emergency ordinances and 
which are approved by at least eight 
Supervisors; and 

Routine resolutions on the printed For 
Adoption Without Committee Reference 
Agenda, which are adopted by a 
unanimous vote of the Board; and 

Resolutions not on the printed agenda, 
considered on the Imperative Agenda, 
which meet the standards of the Brown 
Act and the Sunshine Ordinance, and 
which are adopted by unanimous vote; 
and 

Planning Commission motions relating to 
appeals, or routine in nature, and motions 
which are parliamentary in nature and 
which are adopted by a majority vote of 
the Board. (Motions are not subject to 
Mayoral veto.) 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.2 Preparation of Ordinances. The City 
Attorney's office generally prepares 
proposed ordinances. Requests to prepare 
proposed ordinances are submitted by the 
Mayor, department heads, and Supervisors. 
The requests may include draft language. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.2.1 If a Supervisor wishes an ordinance to be 
prepared, the Supervisor completes an 
Introduction Form and presents it to the 
Clerk of the Board. A Supervisor may also. 
request an ordinance to be prepared 
during the Roll Call for Introductions 
portion of the Board agenda. The Clerk of 
the Board shall promptly forward the 
request to the City Attorney. A Supervisor 
may also request an ordinance to be 
prepared by contacting the City Attorney. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Preparation of Ordinances. The City 
Attorney's office generally prepares 
proposed ordinances. Requests to 
prepare proposed ordinances are 
submitted by the Mayor, department 
heads, and Supervisors. The requests 
may inclµde draft language. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

If a Supervisor wishes an ordinance to be. 
prepared, the Supervisor completes an 
Introduction Form and presents it to the 
Clerk of the Board. A Supervisor may also 
request an ordl~ance to be prepared 
during the Roll Call for Introductions 
portion of the Board agenda. The Clerk of · 
the Board shall promptly forward the 
request to the City Attbrney. A Supervisor 
may also request an ordinance to be 
prepared by contacting the City Attorney: 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Preparation of Ordinances. The City 
Attorney's office generally prepares 
proposed ordinances. Requests to prepare 
proposed ordinances are submitted by the 
Mayor, department heads, and 
Supervisors. The requests may include 
draft language. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

If a Supervisor wishes an ordinance to be 
prepared, the Supervisor completes an 
Introduction Form and presents it to the 
Clerk of the Board. A Supervisor may also 
request an ordinance to be prepared during 
the Roll Call for Introductions portion of the 
Board agenda. The Clerk of the Board shall 
promptly forward the request to the City 
Attorney. A Supervisor may also request an 
ordinance to be prepared by contacting the 
City Attorney. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.3 Approval as to Form. All proposed 
ordinances shall be approved as to form by 
the City Attorney prior to consideration by 
the Board or a Board committee. 
Resolutions concerning interim zoning 
controls and bonds must first be approved 
by the City Attorney prior to consideration 
by the Board or a Board committee. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.4 Emergency Ordinances. Emergency 
ordinances may be adopted only with the 
affirmative vote of eight Supervisors. 
Emergency ordinances must be real 
emergencies. They require a vote on only 
one day. They go into effect as soon as 
signed by the Mayor. Emergency 
ordinances expire 61 days after their 
passage. Promptly after the passage of an 
emergency ordinance, the Clerk of the 
Board shall refer to the appropriate 
committee an ordinance which would 
extend the provisions of the emergency 
ordinance beyond its 61 st day. The chair 
of the committee shall schedule a 
committee hearing on the extending 
ordinance so that the full Board may first 
act ori the extending ordinance not later 
than the 5oth day after the passage of the 
emergency ordinance. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Approval as to Form. All proposed 
ordinances shall be approved as to form 
by the City Attorney prior to consideration 
by the Board or a Board committee. 
Resolutions concerning interim zoning 
controls and bonds must first be 
approved by the City Attorney prior to 
consideration by the Board or a Board 
committee. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Emergency Ordinances. Emergency 
ordinances may be adopted only with the 
affirmative vote of eight Supervisors. 
Emergency ordinances must be real 
emergencies. They require a vote on only 
one day. They go into effect as soon as 
signed by the Mayor. Emergency 
ordinances expire 61 days after their 
_passage. Promptly after the passage of 
an emergency ordinance, the Clerk of the 
Board shall refer to the appropriate 
committee an ordinance ·which would 
extend the provisions of the emergency 
ordinance beyond .its 61st day. The chair 
of the committee shall schedule a 

· committee hearing on the extending 
ordinance so that the full Board may first 
act on the extending ordinance not later 
than the 50th day after the passage of the 
emergency 6rdinance. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Approval as to Form. All proposed 
ordinances shall be approved as to form by 
the City Attorney prior to consideration·by 
the Board or a Board committee. 
Resolutions concerning interim zoning 
controls and bonds must first be approved 
by the City Attorney prior to consideration by 
the Board or a Board committee. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Emergency Ordinances. Emergency 
ordinances may be adopted only with the 
affirmative vote of eight Supervisors. 
Emergency ordinances must be real 
emergencies. They require a vote on only 
one day. They go into effect as soon as 
signed by the Mayor. Emergency 
ordinances expire 61 days after their. 
passage. Promptly after the passage of an 
emergency ordinance, the Clerk of the 
Board shall refer to the appropriate 
committee an ordinance that would extend 
the provisions of the emergency ordinance 
beyond Its 61 st day. The chair of the 
committee shall schedule a committee 
hearing on the extending ordinance so that 
the full Board may first act on the extending 
ordinance not later than the 50th day after 
the passage of the emergency ordinance. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.5 Digests. The Clty Attorney prepares a Legislative Digestsi The City Attorney 
brief digest of each proposed ordinance of prepares a brief digest of each proposed 
more than two pages at the time of the ordinance of more than two pages at the 
ordinance introduction. Such digest shall time of the ordinance introduction. Such 
explain in plain English the effects of the digest shall explain in plain English the 
ordinance on existing law. If amendments effects of the ordinance on existing law. If 
are made to a proposed ordinance, by amendments.are made to a proposed 
committee or by the Board, which change ordinance, by committee or by the Board, 
the effect of the ordinance, the City which change the effect of the ordinance, 
Attorney shall revise the digest. The Clerk the City Attorney shall revise the digest. 
of the Board shall distribute digests to each Ameoded legislative digests sbould state 
Supervisor and place a digest in the tbat tbeM'. [eflectameodmeots made bM'. tbe 
legislative file. committee Q[ tbe Board oo a cectaio date. 

The Clerk of the Board shall distribute 
digests to each Supervisor and place a 

· digest in the legislative file. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Legislative Digests. The City Attorney 
prepares a brief digest of each proposed 
ordinance of more than two pages at the 
time of the ordinance introduction. Such 
digest shall explain in plain English the 
effects of the ordinance on existing law. If 
amendments are made to a proposed 
ordinance, by committee or by the Board, 
which change the effect of the ordinance, 
the City Attorney shall revise the digest. 

· Amended legislative digests should state 
that they reflect amendments made by the 
committee or the Board on a certain date. 

"The Clerk of the Board shall distribute 
digests to each Supervisor and place a 
digest in the legislative file. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.6 Resolution Writing. Most resolutions are Resolution Writing. Most resolutions 
generally prepared by a Supervisor or by are generally prepared by a Supervisor or 
the requesting department. Resolutions by the requesting department. 
may be prepared by the City Attorney Resolutions may be prepared by the City 
based en a draft submitted by a Supervisor Attorney based on a draft submitted by a 
or department because of the complexity of Supervisor or department because of the 
the matter. Members of the public may complexity of the matter. Members of the 
submit drafts of proposed resolutions to public may submit drafts of proposed 
individual Supervisors for their review and resolutions to individual Supervisors for 
introduction. their review and introduction. 

Moved from old 2.8 
2.7 Grant Applications. Grant applications are Legislative Introductions Supervisors 

approved by resolution. Resolutions and the Mayor. g1:1pePJiseFS anEl U:ie 
approving grant applications shall be·. Mayor mq-y-mtroduce measures and other 
accompanied by a Grant Information Sheet matters: 
and a "Disability Access Checklist," and Legislation and gtbec mattecs ma~ be 
must be approved by the ~,Aayor and the introduced during the portion of the Board 
Controller's Grants Division before meeting designated Roll Call for 
submittal. Introductions and LIQ until the adjournment 

Qf tbe meeting Qr 5:QQ g m. wbicbever is 
later. A Bgard Member Qr tbe Ma:-iQC ma:-i 
submit an original red-line and twg CQQies 
of tbe QrdQ6sed legislatign with electrgnic 
versigos transmitted tg tbe Clerk gf the 
Bgard's staff Tbese matters will bave an 
introduction date gf tbat Board meeting· or 
legislation and gtber matters ma~ be 
submitted·between Board meetings, 
Ibese matters will bave an introduction 
dme__Q_f tbe following Board meeting, 
exceQt tbgse matters whicb aQQear on tbe 
Adggtion Without Cgmmittee Reference. 
At any time by presenting them to the 
Gier! .. oJ' the Beam, with Hie signaturn of · 
the S1:113erviser(s), er the Mayer, er their 
:--:~-~- ;:L.L-.._~H*h-

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Resolution Writing. Most resolutions are 
generally prepared by a Supervisor or by 
the requesting department. Resolutions 
may be prepared by the City Attorney 
based on a draft submitted by a Supervisor 
or department because of the complexity of 
the matter. Members of the public may 
submit drafts of proposed resolutions to 
individual Supervisors for their review and 
introduction. 

Legislative Introductions by 
Supervisors and the Mayor. Legislation 
and other matters may be introduced 
during the portion of the Board meeting 
designated Roll Call for Introductions and 
up until the adjournment of the meeting or 
5:00 p.m. whichever is later. A Board 
Member or the Mayor may submit an 
original red-line and two copies of the 
proposed legislation with electronic 
versions transmitted to the Clerk of the 
Board's staff. These matters will have an 
introduction date of that Board meeting; or 
legislation and other matters may be 
submitted between Board meetings. These 
matters will have an introduction date of 
the following Board meeting, except those 
matters which appear on the Adoption 
Without Committee Reference. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.~ 
2.7.1 Number not used Legislative Introductions Timeline For, 

Departments. +ime bimits fol' 
begislatio'n lntrneluseel. De1:iactments 
may submit VVhen the Cieri< of the Board 

- reeeives proposed le§islation froR'l 
de~artR'lents and other City a§eneies for 
eonsideration by the Board, an original 
red-line and two c;oi;iies of tbe i;iroi;iosed 
legislation witb electronic ~ersions to the 
Clerk of tbe Board's staff in writin§ or in 
ti=le fom=1 preserieeEl ey ti=le Cieri~ ol: ti=le 
BwfEI. before 12 noon on Monday. il 
Monday is a bdliday tbe deadline to 
submit is by tbe i;irnvious Friday before 
120 noon. preeedin§ the seeond followin§ 
+l:leseay reg1:1lar R'leeting (or neiEt reg1:1lar 
Board R'leetin§ if the +1:1esday R'leetin§ is 
eaneeled or resehed1:1leEI) of the Board, 
The Clerk of the Board shall print the titles 
of the legislation R'leas1:1res on the next 
available agenda. the rear of the seeond 
~eeting+1:1esElay a§enEla 
R'leetin§ (or neiit re§1:1lar Board R'leetin§ if 
ti=le +1:1esElay meeting is eaneeleEI or 
resei=leEluleEl). Any other related 
documents may be submitted 
~nically to tbe ClerK of the Board 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Legislative Introductions Timeline For 
Departments. Departments may submit an 
original red-line and two copies of the 
proposed legislation with electronic versions 
to the Clerk of the Board's staff before 
12:00 noon on Monday. If Monday is a 
holiday, the deadline to submit is by the 
previous Friday before 12:00 noon. The 
Clerk of the Board shall print the titles of the 
legislation on the next available agenda 
following the Monday deadline. Ariy other 
related documents may be submitted 
electronically to the Clerk of the Board. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
2.7.2 Number not used Legislation Introduced Document. All 

legislatiob introduced b)l Sugervisors, tbe 
Ma)lor or Degactments during tbe 
Qrescribed times, will be included on the 
Legislatioh Introduced document whicb will 
be Qosted on tbe Board of SuQeQ.lisorn 
website b)l 5:00 Q m on Ibursda)l 
following tbe +1:1esElay Board meeting at 
wbich tbe legislation is introduced Ibe 
submission of legislation includes a red-

' line QJjgitJal and two cogies of the 
groQosed legislation A summar~ notice of 
wbere to find tbose matters introduced will 
be gublisbed witbin 5 da~s of introduction 
at tbe said Boar:d meeting, in tbe full 
Ernm::isco Official ~ewsQager. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
2.8 Legislative Introductions. Supervisors Board Consideration. Prior to Board 

and the Mayor may introduce measures consideration of a matter all required 
and other matters a) during the portion of documents relating to the ~ 
the Board meeting designated Roll Call for proposed 'legislation must be submitted 
Introductions orb) at any time by and completed to ensure all legislative 
presenting them to the Clerk of the Board, · files are read~ for tbe aggrogriate 
with the signature of the Supervisor(s), or legislative action · Wben doc;uments 
the Mayor, or their designee attached. relating to tbe legislation are voluminous, 
Department heads, with the specific or DeQactments ma)l submit tbese 
blanket approval of the Mayor, may submit documents electronicall~ to tbe Clerk of 
proposed legislation to the Clerk of the tbe Baaed The documents sbou!d be 
Board, in which case titles of the legislation received in a timel)l manner to ensure tbe)l 
will be printed at the rear of the next become a gart of tbe official file and are 
available agenda of the Board and made available to tbe Sul,;!ervisorn for 
introduced by the President. consideration 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Legislation Introduced Document. All 
legislation introduced by Supervisors, the 
Mayor or Departments during the 
prescribed times, will be included on the 
Legislation Introduced document which will 
be posted on the Board of Supervisors 
website by 5:00 p.m. on Thursday 

. following the Board meeting at which the 
legislation is introduced. The submission of 
legislation includes a red-line original and 
two copies of the proposed legislation. A 
summary notice of where to find those 
matters introduced will be published, within 
five days of introduction at the said Board 
meeting, in the San Francisco Official 
Newspaper. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Board Consideration. Prior to Board 
consideration of a matter all required 
documents relating to the proposed 
legislation must be submitted and 
completed to ensure all legislative files are 
ready for the appropriate legislative action. 
When documents relating to the legislation 
are voluminous, Departments may submit 
these documents electronically to the Clerk 
of the Board. The documents should be 
received in a timely manner to ensure they 
become a part of the official file and are 
made available to the Supervisors for 
consideration. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.7 
2.8.1 Number not used Grant Applications. RosolutionLegislation 

approving grant applications shall be 
accompanied by a completed Grant , 
Information Sheet and a signed "Disability · 
AQQess CbeQlslist" wbiQb must be approved 
by the Mayor and the Controller's Grants 
Division before submittal. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

. Moved from 2.29 
2.8.2 Number not used State and Federal Legislation. Each 

resolution which would support or oppose 
legislation pending before the California 
Legislature or the United States Congress 
shall be accompanied, at the time of 
introduction, by a copy of the bill under 
consideration. The Clerk of the Board shall 
not accept for introduction any such 
resolution withdut the required bill. 
Sponsors of such resolutions are 
requested to provide information at the 
time of intrqduction, as to whether such 
organizations as the Qalifornia State 
Association of Counties, the League of 
California Cities, or the National League of 
Cities have taken positions in support of or 
opposed to the pending bills. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Grant Applications. Legislation approving 
grant applications shall be accompanied by 
a completed Grant Information Sheet and a 
signed "Disability Access Checklist" which 
must be approved by the Mayor and the 
Controller's Grants Division before 
submittal. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

State and Federal Legislation. Each 
resolution which would support or oppose 
legislation pending before the California 
Legislature or the United States Congress 
shall be accompanied, at the time of 
introduction, by a copy of the bill under 
consideration. The Clerk of the Board 
shall not accept for introduction any such 
resolution without the required bill. 
Sponsors of such resolutions are 
requested to provide information at the 
time of introduction, as to whether such 
organizations as the California State 
Association of Counties, the League of 
California Cities, or the National League of 
Cities have taken positions in support of or 
opposed to the pending bills. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
2.8.3 Number not used Contracts/Agreements/Leases. A When 

reguired b~ S.F. Camgaign and 
GQ'll'.ernmemtal Conduct Code section 
j,126 a CQmQleted Eorm 126 (SFEC-n6) 
sball accQmQao~ tbe legislation in ordec 
for tbe Board tQ talse ai;igrogriate actiQD. ts 
Ret reseiveEl witl:l tl:le sl:lemittal ef 
legislatieR, Re astieA sl:lall 13e tal~eA eA u~e 
legislatieR l:!Atil reseiveEl aRd iRserperated 
iA tl:le e#isial file. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from 2.10 
2.9 Time Limits. When the Clerk of the Board Subject Hearing$, A Supervisor may 

receives proposed legislation from introduce a request for a committee 
departments and other City agencies for hearing on a subject matter without having 
consideration by the Board, in writing and legislation. The Board prefers that 
in the form prescribed by the Clerk of the legislation be introduced so the public will 
Board before 12:00 noon of the Monday be aware of possible action to be taken on 
preceding the second following Tuesday an issue. If a Supervisor requires more 
regular meeting (or next regular Board knowledge of an issue to write proposed 
meeting if the Tuesday meeting is legislation, or to request the City Attorney 
canceled or rescheduled) of the Board, the to write proposed legislation, the 
Clerk of the Board shall print the title of the Supervisor may call for a hearing on a 
measure at the rear of the second following subject matter. During Roll Call for 
Tuesday agenda meeting (or next regular Introductions, the Supervisor shall submit 
Board meeting if the Tuesday meeting is a description of the purpose of the 
canceled or rescheduled). hearing, including a statement of what the 

Supervisor wishes to accomplish to the 
extent possible. The Clerk of the Board 
shall place the description in the file 
concerning the hearing. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Contracts/Agreements/Leases. When 
required by S.F. Campaign and 
Governmental Conduct Code, Section 
1.126 a completed Form 126 (SFEC-126) 
shall accompany the legislation in order for 
the Board to take appropriate action. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Subject Hearings. A Supervisor may 
introduce a request for a committee hearing 
on a subject matter without having 
legislation. The Board prefers that 
legislation be introduced so the public will 
be aware of possible action to be taken on 
an issue. If a Supervisor requires more 
knowledge of an issue to write proposed 
legislation, or to request the City Attorney to 
write proposed legislation, the Supervisor 
may call for a hearing on a subject matter. 
During Roll Call for Introductions, the 
Supervisor shall submit a description of the 
purpose of the hearing, including a 
statement of what the Supervisor wishes to 
accomplish to .the extent possible. The 
Clerk of the Board shall place the 
description in the file concerning the 
hearrhg. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.10 Subject Hearings. A Supervisor may 
introduce a request for a committee 
hearing on a subject matter without having 
legislation. The Board prefers that 
legislation be introduced so the public will 
be aware of possible action to be taken on 
an issue. If a Supervisor requires more 
knowledge of an issue to write proposed 
legislation, or to request the City Attorney 
to write proposed legislation, the 
Supervisor may call for a hi~aring on a 
subject matter. During Roll Call for 
Introductions, the Supervisor shall submit a 
description of the purpose of the hearing, 
including a statement of what the 
Supervisor wishes to accomplish to the 
extent possible. The Clerk of the Board 
shall place the description in the file 
concerning the hearing. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.11 Committee Reference. The President of 
the Board shall refer proposed legislation 
and subject matter hearing requests to one 
of the standing or special committees for 
public.hearing. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.11 
Committee Reference. The President of 
the Board shall refer proposed legislation 
and subjE)ct matter hearing requests to 
one of the standing or special committees 
for public hearing. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.12 
Authors and Sponsors and Co-
sponsors. The Clerk of the Board shall 
include on every. measure introduced, the 
name of th13 author and any sponsor or 
co-sponsors. If a matter is being 
considered at a committee meeting or at a 
Board meeting, a Suger\lisor ma)i reguest 
to be added as a co-sponsor orall)i or in 
writing Reguests to be added as a co-
sponsor outside of a meeting shall be 
made in writing, to tbe Legislati\le Degut)i( 
Director ClerK and to the Committee Ch~rK 
if tbe matter is pending in Committee. Co-
sponsors are listed in tbe order received 
b)i( tbe ClerK. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Committee Reference. The President of 
the Board shall refer proposed legislation 
and subject matter hearing requests to on-e 
of the standing or special committees for 
public hearing. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Sponsors and Co-sponsors. The Clerk 
of the Board shall include on every 

_ measure introduced, the name of the 
sponsor or cosponsors. If a matter is being 
considered at a committee meeting or at a 
Board meeting, a Supervisor may request 
to be added as a co-sponsor orally or in 
writing. Requests to be added as a co-
sponsor, outside of a meeting, shall be 
made, in writing, to the Legislative Deputy 
Director, Clerk and to the Committee Clerk 
if the matter is pending in Committee. Co-
sponsors are listed in the order received by 
the Clerk. 
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Section Current Rul.es of Order Proposed Rules R~visions 

Moved from old 2.13 
2.12 Authors and Sponsors. The Clerk of the Pending Legislation. Unless otherwise 

Board shall include on every measure provided, legislation shall be referred to 
introduced, the name of the author and any committee and placed by .the clerk on the 
sponsors or co-sponsors. assigned committee's pending list and 

placed on a committee agenda. +he fiscal 
coFRFRittee FReets each WeElnesElay. 
G#ler stanEling coFRFRittees usually FReet 
once or twice a FRont4. Committee chairs 
have wide latitude on whether and when 
to calendar matters for hearing. All 
Sui;ier'.lliSQrs shall be OQtified before #1-eif 
items SQQOSQred Q[ reguested bM'. them· 
are i;ilaced QO a caleodac b~ the Ch.air Qf 
the Committee.. Legislation to be hearEI at 
a coFRrnittee FReeting is aElvertiseEI. 
Committees may not consider matters 
which have not been aElvertiseEI in the 
.official news13a13er, er FRatters which have 
not been assigned to committees by the 
President of the Board. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Pending Legislation. Unless otherwise 
provided, legislation shall be referred to 
committee and placed by the clerk on the 
assigned committee's pending list and 
placed on a committee agenda. Committee 
chairs have wide latitude on whether and 
when to calendar matters for hearing. All 
Supervisors shall be notified before items 
sponsored or requested by them are placed 
on a calendar by the Chair of the 
Committee. Committees may not consider 
matters which have not been assigned to 
committees by the President of the Board. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.13 Pending Legislation. Unless otherwise 
provided, legislation shall be referred to 
committee and placed by the clerk on the 
assigned committee's pending list and 
placed on a committee agenda. The fiscal 
committee meets each Wednesday. 
Other standing committees usuaUy meet 
once or twice a month. Committee chairs . 
have wide latitude on whether and when 
to calendar matters for hearing. 
Legislation to be heard at a committee 
meeting is advertised. Committees may 
not consider matters which have not been 
advertised in the official newspaper, or 
matters which have not been assigned to 
committees bv the President of the Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.14 Committee Action. Legislation assigned 
to a committee requires a majority of the 
three members of a committee in order to 
be sent to the full Board, as introduced, or 
as amended by the committee. A 
committee may send legislation to the full 
Board with its recommendation, or without 
recommendation, or with a 
recommendation of do not pass. Other 
committee actions include: continue to a 
spedfied future meeting date, continue to 
the call of the chair, or table. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.17 
Transmittal to the Mayor. No later than 
the day following final passage or 
adoption by the Board, the Clerk of the 
Board shall transmit to the Mayor 
ordinances and resolutions with the record 
of Supenlisors who 'iloted for or against 
the legislation or were absent or excused. 
+l=le GleFI"< ef tl=le BeaFEI sl=lall alse tFaRsrnit 
te tl=le May1;3F 13rn13eseEI eFEliRaRses eF 
rnselutiORS-Eiefoated by vete ef the Beard. 

· Proposed Rules Revisions 
,, 

Moved from old 2.18 
Action by the Mayor. Within 10 calendar 
days of receipt of legislation, the Mayor 
shall return the legislation to the Clerk of 
the Board. If the 101

h da~ is a weekda~ 
the Ma::ior has until 5:00 p.m. on that da~ 
to return legislation If the 1 Q1n da~ is a 
weekend, the Ma~or attested b~ a 
witnfil;s ~ust sign legislation b~ midnight 
on the j o= da~ and return to Clerk of the 
Board oo the following Monda~ b~ 8:00 
am.. te Feh~FR the be§islatieR te tl=le GleFI( 
ef the BeaFd. VVl=leR a heliday results iR a 
Beard meetiR§ eR V\.leEIResday aRd 

· tFaRsrnittal ef le§islatieR te the MayeF eR 
+hursday, the Mayer has uRtil midRi§ht 
Su Aday ef the follewiR§ 'Neel< te return the 
le§islatieR te tl=le Glerl< ef tl=le Beard. The 
Mayor has three ol=leises options. The 
Maver may: 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Transmittal to the Mayor. No later than 
the day following final passage or adoption 
by the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
transmit to the Mayor ordinances and 
resolutions with the record of Supervisors 
who voted for or against the legislation or 
were absent or excused.· 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Action by the Mayor. Within 10 calendar 
days of receipt of legislation, the Mayor 
shall return the legislation to the Clerk of 
the Board. If the 101

h day is a weekday, the 
Mayor has until 5:00 p.m. on that day to 
return legislation. If the 101

h day is a 
weekend, the Mayor, attested by a witness, 
must sign legislation by midnight on the 

· 101
h day and return to Clerk of the Board on 

the following Monday by 8:00 a.m. The 
Mayor has three options. The Mayor may: 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules·Revisions 

Moved from old 2.18.1 - 3 
2.14.1 Number not used Sign the legislation, in which case it 

becomes law in accocdance witb Board 
Rule 2.16 relating to the effecti'lle date Qf 
legislation. 

2.14.2 Number not used Return {he let1islation unsigned, in which 
case the legj_slatiQn is EleeFAeEI a1313rnveEI 
becomes law at tbe end of the 1 Q-da~ 
g_eriod for co1Jsideration b~ the Ma~Qr in 
accordance with BQard Rule 2.16 relating 
to tbe effecible....da1E1 of legislatiQn. If the 
Ma~Q[ infQ[ms tbe Clerk in writing tbat he 
gr sbe is waiving tbe remainder of tbe 10-
da~ ~eriod tbeo tbe legislation is deemed 
a1;rnmved Qn tbe date the ClerK ceceives 
tbe written waivec 

2.14.3 Number not used Disappro'(e ahd veto the legislation, in 
which case the Board may override the 
veto and approve the legislation within 30 
days by an affirmatjve vote of not less than 
two-thirds of the full Board, eight votes ill 
accQrdaoce witb Board B.ule 2.16 relating 
to_ tbe effective date Qf tbe legislation 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Sign the legislation, in which case it 
becomes law in accordance with Board 
Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of 
legislation. 

Return the legislation unsigned, in which 
case the legislation becomes law at the 
end of the 10-day period for consideration 
by the Mayor in accordance with Board 
Rule 2.16 relating to the effective date of 
legislation. If the Mayor informs the Clerk 
in writing that he or she is waiving the 
remainder of the 10-day period, then the 
legislation is deemed approved on the date 
the Clerk receives the written waiver. 

Disapprove and veto the legislation, in 
which case the Board may override the 
veto and approve the legislation within 30 
days by an affirmative vote of not less than 
two-thirds of the full Board, eight votes in 
accordance with Board Rule 2.16 relating 
to the effective date of the legislation. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.15 · · Imperative Agenda. The Imperative . 
Agenda includes proposed resolutions 
which are purely commendatory, or 
resolutions for which failure to approve 
would result in serious injury to the public 
interest, and which are not on the printed 
agenda. Imperative Agenda resolutions 
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board 
prior to 11 :00 a.m., the day of the Board 
meeting at which it is intended that such 
measures shall be acted on. The Clerk of 
the Board shall distribute such resolutions 
or emergency ordinances to Supervisors. 
Supervisors shall present these to the 
Board for consideration during the Roll Call 
for Introductions. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.19. 
Unreturned Legislation. If the Mayor 
fails to return the legislatio,n to the Clerk of 
the Board by the end of the 1 oth day 
following transmittal to his/her office, the 
legislation is deemed approved in 
accordaoce with Bgard Huie 2.j6 [elatiog 
tg the effei:;tive date gf the legislatiQD. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Unreturned Legislation. If the Mayor fails 
to return the legislation to the Clerk of the 
Board by the end of the 10th day following 
transmittal to his/her office, the legislation 
is deemed approved in accordance with 
Board Rule 2.16 relating to the effective 
date of the legislation. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved froaj old 2.20 
2.16 Board Action. Unless otherwise provided Effective Dat1es. An ordinance 

by state law, Charter, or ordinance, the concerning purely administrative matters, 
favorable vote of six of the eleven ordinances calling elections, appropriating 
Supervisors is requirep to approve money and levying taxes, and such other 
ordinances, resolutions or non- ordinances as provided by the Charter, go 
parliamentary motions. Ordinances require into effect when the Mayor returns the 
consideration at two separate meetings approved legislation to the Clerk of the 
with at least five days intervening, a first Board; or, if not filillled aerea by the 
reading and a final passage. Resolutions Mayor, at the end of the 10-day period for 
which have not been referred to committee consideration by the Mayor. or upon 
may only be adopted by unanimous vote of receiQt of tbe Mayor's written wai'ilec of tbe 
all Supervisors present on the day of their remaioder of tbe 1 Q-day period; or after a 
introduction. The Clerk of the Board shall veto is overridden. Except where proyLde.d 
publish at the rear of the Rules of Order a otherwise b_)'.'. law all other ordinances 
list of actions which require more than a shall go into effect at the beginning of the 
majority vote of the Supervisors present. 31st day after such actions if no 

referendum petition ls filed. Resolutions 
usually take effect immediate.Iv. unless 
otherwise SQecified witbin the resolution 
upon approval by the Mayor, or, if not 
~ aerea by the Mayor, at the end of 

' 
the 10-day period for consideration by the 
Mayor, or immediately after ,yeto is 
overridden. · ~-' . 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Effective Dates. An ordinance concerning 
purely administrative matters, ordinances 
calling elections, appropriating money and 
levying taxes, and such other ordinances as 
provided by the Charter, go into effect when 
the Mayor returns the approved legislation 
to the Clerk of the Board; or, if not signed by 
the Mayor, at the end of the 10-day period 
for consideration by the Mayor, or upon 
receipt of the Mayor's written waiver of the 
remainder of the 10-day period; or after a 
veto is overridden. Except where provided 
otherwise by law, all other ordinances shall 
go into effect at the beginning of the 31st 
day after such actions if no referendum 
petition is filed. Resolutions take effect 
immediately, unless otherwise specified 
within the resolution, upon approval by the 
Mayor, or, if not signed by the Mayor, at the 
end of the 10-day period for consideration 
by the Mayor, or immediately after a veto is 
overridden. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.17 Transmittal to the Mayor. No later than 
· the day following final passage or adoption 
by the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
transmit to the Mayor ordinances and 
resolutions with a tail indicating the name 
of each Supervisor and whether that 
Supervisor voted for or against the 
legislation or was absent. The Clerk of the 
Board shall also transmit to the Mayor . 
proposed ordinances or resolutions . 
defeated by vote of the Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.18 Action by the Mayor: Within 10 calendar 
days of receipt of legislation, the Mayor 
shall return the legislation to the Clerk of 
the Board. When the Mayor receives the 
legislation on a Wednesday, the Mayor has 
until Saturday midnight of the following 
week to returi1 the Legislation to the Clerk 
of the Board. When a holiday results in a 
Board meeting on Wednesday and 
trans.mittal of legislation to the Mayor on 
Thursday, the Mayor has until midnight 
Sunday of the following week to return the 
legislation to the Clerk of the Board. The 
Mayor has three choices. The Mayor may: 

Proposed ~ules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.22 
Rate, Fee. Charge Review. When a 
proposed rate, ~ or charge is received 
from the Mayor, the Clerk of the Board 
shall ~1romptly refer the matter to the 
Budget and Finance Committee so that 
the Board may act within 30 days as 
required by Section 2.109 of the Charter. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.24 · 
Mayoral Appointment Consideration. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Rate, Fee, Charge Review .. When a 
proposed rate, fee, or charge is received 
from the Mayor, the Clerk of the. Board shall 
promptly refer the matter to the Budget and 
Finance Committee so that the Board may 
act within 30 days as required by Section 
2.109 of the Charter. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Mayoral Appointment Consideration. ..... 
o:::t 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed RuJes Revisions 

New Section 
2.18.1 sign the legislation, in which case it Agggiotments b~__fu_e__Ma~oc tbat are 

becomes law; subject to confirmatioo b~ tbe Boa[d and 
deemed a1;rnroved if the Board fails to act 
withio a sgec;ified time. Tbe Clerk of tbe 
Board sball iotroduce a motioo to confirm 
and a motion to reject such aggointments 
ui;ioo receigt of a comglete nomination 
from tbe Ma~gr wbicb shall inclu..d.e · 
contact iofgrmatioo, rnsume and a 
comi;ileted Statemeot of Economic 
Jnterests (Eair Pglitical Practices 
Commission Form 7QQl The Clerk shall 
[efe[ tbe motions to the Rules Committee 
fQr hearing as soon as Q.Q.S_Sible. If the 
Bules Committe~ is unable to schedule 
and considec tbe motions before the 
8oa[d's deadline to aci...ex.Qi.res, tbe Board, 
as a Commit.tee of Whole will consider 
the mgtions gn the next Board agenda in 
order to meet the deadline. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Appointments by the Mayor that are subject 
to confirmation by the Board and deemed 
approved if the Board fails·to act within a 
specified time. The Clerk of the Board shall 
introduce a motion to confirm and a motion 
to reject such appointments upon receipt of 
a complete nomination from the Mayor, 
which shall include contact information, 
resume, and a completed Statement of 
Economic Interests (Fair Political Practices 
Commission Form 700). The Clerk shall 
refer the motions to the Rules Committee 
for hearing as soon as possible. If the 
Rules Committee is unable to schedule and 
consider the motions before the Board's 
deadline to act expires, the Board, as a 

· Committee of Whole, will consider the 
motions on the next Board agenda, in order 
to meet the deadline. N 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
2.18.2 return the legislation unsigned, in which . AQQQiotments b}( tbe Ma}(Q[ tbat are 

case the legislation is deemed approved; subject to CQpfirmatiQD b~ tbe BQard aod 
ngt effecti'ile until tbe BQard tals.es aciion. 
UgQn receigt of a comglete OQmioatigo 
from tbe Ma}(Qt, wbkb sball ioclude 
cootact ioformatiQD, resume, a CQmgleted 
Statement of Ec:gngmic Interests (Eair 
eglitical eractic:es Commission Egrm 7QQ) 
and a motion to confirm said nomination 
Ibe Clerls. of tbe Board sball refe[ tbe 
aggoiotment to the Bules Committee for 
consideration! 

New Section 
2.18.3 disapprove and veto the legislation, in 80.QQiotments by tbe Ma~QI tbat are 

which case the Board may override the · effec;tive at ttie ti'me tbe Ma~or mals.es tbe 
veto and approve the legislation within 30 aQgointmeot but ma}( be rejected witbin 30 
days by an affirmative vote of not less than da~s b~ a 2l3 'ilote of the Board. Ugon 
two-thirds of the full Board,. eight votes. [ec;eiQt of a comQlete nomination from tbe 

Ma~or wbicb sball ioc:lude contac:t 
informatigo resume, aod a cgmpleted 
Statement of Economic: Interests (Fair 

· PQlitical Practices Cgm01issign Egrm 700) 
tbe Clerk gf tbe Board shall grgmi;itl~ ngtif~ 
eac:b SugeOLisgr in writing and shall give 
i;iublic notice of tbe aggointment b~ listing it 
at tbe rear Qf tbe next available Board 
agenda. If a Suger'ilisQr desires a bearing 
to be beld on tbe aggointrnent, tbe 
SuQeruisor gmmr,itl}( sball ogtif~ tbe Clerls. Qf 
tbe Board in writing. UgQn rec:eigt Qf sucb 
nQtice frQm a SugervisQr tbe Clerk gf the 
BQard sball refer tbe aggQintment to tbe 
Rules Committee If tbe Rules Cgmmittee 
is unable to schedule and consider the 
mQtiQns befQre tbe BQard's deadline to act 
exgires, tbe Board, as a CQmniittee Qf 
WbQle, will conside[ tbe motions on tbe 
oext Board agenda, to aQt witbio 30 da~s of 
thP. ::irmn;, -·-L 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Appointments by the Mayor that are subject 
to confirmation by the Board and not 
effective until the Board takes action. Upon 
receipt of a complete nomination from the 
Mayor, which shall include contact 
information, resume, a completed 
Statement of Economic Interests (Fair 
Political Practices Commission Form 700) 
and a motion to confirm said nomination. 
The Clerk of the Board shall refer the 
.appointment to the Rules Committee for 
consideration. 

Appointments by the Mayor that are 
effective at the time the Mayor makes the · 
appointment but may be rejected within 30 
days by a 2/3 vote of the Board. Upon 
receipt of a complete nomination from the 
Mayor, which shall include contact 
information, resume, and a completed 
Statement of Economic Interests (Fair 
Political Practices Commission Form 700) · 
the Clerk of the Board shall promptly notify 
each Supervisor in writing and shall give 
public notice of the appoin.tment by listing it 
at the rear of the next available Board 
agenda. If a Supervisor desires a hearing 
to be held on the appointment, the 
Supervisor promptly shall notify the Clerk of 
the Board in writing. Upon receipt of such 
notice from a Supervisor, the Clerk of the 
Board shall refer the appointment to the 
Rules Committee. If the Rules Committee 
is unable to schedule and consider the 
motions before the Board's deadline to act 
expires, the Board, as a Committee of 
Whole, will consider the motions on the next 
Board agenda, to act within .30 days of the 
aooointment. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.32 
2.19 Unreturned Legislation. If Certain Candidates for Commission Appointments. Prior Certain Candidates for Commission 

the Mayor fails to return the fil..gJJV approval or confirmation by the Board_of Supervisors Appointments. Prior to any approval 
legislation to the Clerk of of an appointment of an individual to a board. commission or or confirmation by the Board of an 
the Board by the end of the advisory,jhe applicant must su..bmii_a completed Statement of appointment of an .individual to a board, 
tenth day following Economic Interests (fair Political Practices Commission Form commission or advisory, the applicant 
transmittal to his office, the 700). if the City's Conflict of Interest Code requires a Form must submit a completed Statement of 
legislation is deemed 700 for the office sought. Must Submit a Form 700 Prior to Economic Interests (Fair Political 
approved. . Board Considaeratiqn. /\ny-approval or confirmation by the Practices Commission Form 700), if the 

Board of Supervisrors Neither the Board of Supervisors, nor City's Conflict of Interest Code requires 
any Committee thereof, m<cept as provided below, shall a Form 700 for the office sought. It is 
consider the appointment or confirmation of any person the policy of the Board that when · 
1Nhose appointment to a Board, Commission or advisory body applicants fail to submit a completed 
is subject to approval or confirmation by the Board of Form 700, the Board or the Rules 
Supervisors, until the person has submitted to the Clerk of the Committee may continue the 
Board of Supqrvisors a completed Statement of Economic appointment or confirmation until Form 
Interests ("Form 700 The r=:orm 700 would only be required 700 is submitted. The Clerk of the 
. under the California Political Reform Act, Government Code Board shall notify appointees subject to 
Section 87100, et seq., and San Francisco Campaign and this requirement that submission of the 
Government Conduct Code Section 3.1. 100, et seq., for the Form pursuant to this Rule does not 
office sought. If the Clerk of the Board determines that an satisfy the requirement to file a 

-=:I" 
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applicant for an appointment may not submit a completed completed Form 700 within 30 days of ,-

Form 700 in time to allow the Board to consider the assuming office. 
appointment prior to the appointment becoming final by 
operation of law, then the Clerk shall schedule the 
consideration of the appe+mment at the nm<t available 
Committee meeting, and shall ask the applicant to submit a 
completed Form 700 pr~or to the Committee's 

I 

consideration. /\pplicants-woo-€1B-Rot submit a completed 
Form 700 may lack interest in the position, or may be 
fe+BCtant to submit a Form 700, even though they 'Nill be 
required to file such a Form upon appointment or 
confirmation. It is the policy of the Board that when 
,anplicants fail to submit a completed Form 700 the Board or 
the Rules Committee may continue the appointment or 
confirmation until Form '700 is submitted. The Clerk of the 
. Board shall notify awointees subject to this requirement that 
submission of the For~u~;uant to this Rule does not satisfy 
.th.e__r_fill.L!irement to file a cdmpletecLStatement of Economic 
Interest Form 700 within 30 days of assuming office. 



Section Current Rules of Order 

2.20 Effective Dates. An ordin_ance concerning 
purely administrative matters, ordinances 
calling elections, appropriating money and 
levying taxes, and such other ordinances 
as provided by the Charter, go into effect 
when the Mayor returns the approved 
legislation to the Clerk of the Board, or, if 
not acted on by the Mayor, at the end of 
the 10-day period for consideration by the 
Mayor, or after a veto is overridden. Other 
ordinances shall go into effect at the 
beginning of the 31st day after such 
actions if no referendum petition is filed. 
Resolutions usually take effect immediately 
upon approval by the Mayor, or, if not 
acted on by the Mayor, at the end of the 
1-0-day period for consideration by the 
Mayor, or immediately after a veto is 
overridden. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.26 
Executive Branch Reorganization. 
When the Mayor submits proposed 
executive branch r~organizations to the 
Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
promptly transmit tbe r;iror;igsal tg eacb 
Boat:d member aod iodicate tbat tbe 
Qror;iosed reorganizatioos sball occur 
unless tbe Bgard dir:H;lQr;iroves tbe 
reorgaoizations. A Su1;1ervisQr ma~ 
reguest a bearing oD tbe matter aod tbe 
Board must act witbin 3Q da~s as gro~ided 
ln__Section 4.132 of the Charter. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Executive Branch Reorganjzation. When 
the Mayor submits proposed executive 
branch reorganizations to the Board, the 
Clerk of the Board shall promptly transmit 
the proposal to each Board member and 
indicate that the proposed reorganizations 
shall occur unless the Board disapproves 
the reorganizations. A Supervisor may 
request a hearing on the matter and the 
Board must act within 30 days as provided 
in Section 4.132 of the Charter. 
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Section Current Rules of Proposed Rules Revisions 
Order 

Moved from old 2.27 
2;21 Honors. The Board Regular Meetings of Subordinate Bodies 

shall issue honors in the Whenever the Board creates or reauthorizes, by ordinance 
following categories: or resolution, a board, committee, task force, or other multi-

member body, the Board (5hall include language requiring 
the subordinate body to meet at least once every 4 months. 
Ibe enabling legislation sball also include a descrigtion of 
the Qualifications for eacb member, tbe date on wbicb 

' .aggointmeots commence the length of terms of 
aggointments and a sunset clause not to exceed three 
lears, aod shall ideoti~ the Cit~ Degartmeot tbat will grovide 
admioistrati~e services to the subordinate bod~. -Mevee-
fFOffi fel />,R'f le§islatioR a1313rnviR§ tl=le eieatioR Of a Re'N 
BoaFEI, G8ffiffiittee, tasl~ feFGe eF etl:ieF sul3eFEliRate eeEly, 
sl:lall eoRtaiR a suRset elause, wl=liel=l sl=lall Rot e~ieeeEI tl=lree 
yearn, subjeet to review aRd FeRewal 13y tl=le Bomd Of 
Su13ervisorn tl=le Clmk of tl=le Bi:h3FEI sl:lall aElvise tl:ie BomEI if 
tl=lere is a eurFeRt body tr-i:at-aaai:esses tl:le saffie OF a similaF 
subjeet matter. The requirement shall not apply to 
committees consisting solely of members of the Board. 
The Board may modify or waive the n~quirement where state 
or federal laws, or the terms of a grant or a contract, require 
the City to maintain the subordinate body. 

fl+---l=Re 131:1siRess ol: tl=le sueoi:EliRate eoEly Elees Ret 
require it to ffieet eR a re§ulaF easiis-:-

~~) Tl=le Board determiRes tl=lat the requiFemeRt is 
otl=lerwise Rot a1313rnwiate. 

The Clerk of the Board shall maintain a list of every 
subordinate body to wbicb tbe Board bas tbe aggointing 
autborit~. maEle suejeet to tl:ie meetiR§ requiremeRt. The 
Clerk of the Board shall contact these bodies at the end of 
each year to determine if they have met at least once every 
four months. If more than four moriths pass without the body 
meeting, the Clerk shall ask the City Attorney to prepare 
legislation repealing the ordinance or resolution that created 
the body. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Regular Meetings of Subordinate Bodies. 
Whenever the Board creates or 
reauthorizes, by ordinance or resolution, a 
board, committee, task force, or other multi-
member body, the Board shall include 
language requiring the subordinate body to 
meet at least once every four months. The 
enabling legislation shall also include a 
description of the qualifications for each 
member, the date on which appointments 
commence, the length of terms of 
appointments, and a sunset clause not to 
exceed three years, and shall identify the 
City Department that will provide · 
administrative services to the subordinate 
body. The requirement shall not apply to 
committees consisting solely of members of 
the Board. The Board may modify or waive 
the requirement where state or federal laws, 
or the terms of a grant or a contract, require 
the City to maintain the subordinate body. 
The Clerk of the Board shall maintain a list 
of every subordinate body to which the 
Board has the appointing authority. The 
Clerk of the Board shall contact these 
bodies at the end of each year to determine 
if they have met at least once every four 
months. If more than four months pass 
without the body meeting, the Clerk shall 
ask the City Attorney to prepare legislation 
repealing the ordinance or resolution that 
created the body. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.21.1 Engrossed Resolutions. Such 
resolutions shall be prepared for 
Supervisors leaving office; department 
heads leaving City service after at least 10 
years of service with the City; and Mayors, 
members of Congress, and members of 
the State Legislature upon leav.ing office. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.21.2 Certificates of Honor. Each member of 
the Board is authorized to issue 
Certificates of Honor on behalf of the 
Board without further Board action in 
accordance with .the following procedure: 
a) No certificate shall oe issued to a person 
or entity which has received a certificate 
within the previous twelve months; b) Each 
Supervisor desiring to issue a Certificate of 
Honor shall list the name of the proposed 
recipient on a computer document 
provided by the Clerk of the Board and 
available to each Supervisor's office; c) 
Supervisors may indicate their desire to 
join in sponsoring the certificate. The 
primary sponsor shall then permit the 
additional Supervisors to sign the 
certificate. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not us·ed 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.21.3 Customer Service Awards. Each 
Supervisor is authorized to issue up to five 
Customer Service Awards each month on 
behalf of the Board without further Board 
action in accordance with the following 
procedures: a) No certificate shall be 
issued to a person or entity which has 
received a certificate within the previous 12 
months. b) Each Supervisor desiring to 
issue a Customer Service Award shall list 
the name of the proposed recipient on a 
computer document provided by the Clerk . 
of the Board and available to each 
Supervisor's office. c) Supervisors may 
indicate their desire to join in sponsoring 
the certificate. The primary sponsor shall 
then permit the additional Supervisors to 
sign the certificate. d) This award shall be 
reserved for employees of the City and 
County of San Francisco for outstanding 
customer service in the performance of 
their duties. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.21.4 Letter of Commendation. Each 
Supervisor is authorized to issue Letters of 
Commendation in the name of the Board 
without limit as to number. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

' 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.21.5 Form of Honors. The Clerk of the Board Number not used 
shall, after consultation with the President 
of the Board, prescribe the form for each of 
these honors, and shall facilitate the 
preparation of such certificates and letters 
by the staffs of individual Supervisors. 

Moved from old 2.28 
2.22 Rate Review. When a proposed rate or Proposed Charter Amendments. Any 

charge is received from the Mayor, the proposal for amendment of the Cha.rter 
Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer the ordered submitted to the electors by the 
matter to the Finance Committee so that Board on its owri motion shall be ordered 
the Board may act within 30 days as pursuant to the provisions of applicable 
required by Section 2.109 of the Charter. state law, with the further limitations 

imposed as follows: 

Moved from old 2.28 .. 1- 8 305 {1} MEC 
2.22.1 Engrossed Resolutions. Such Introduction; Refe'rral to Committee . .f 

resolutions shall be prepared for Committee Report. A proposed Charter 
Supervisors leaving office; department amendment shall be introduced by a 
heads leaving City service after at least 10 Supervisor at a regular Board meeting 
years of service with the City; and Mayors, held not less than 168 days prior to the 
members of Congress, and members of the election· at which it is to be acted u pan by 

· State Legislature upon leaving office. the electors. A Cbacter arneodrnent must 
be signed b~ a..Git~ 8ttgrne~ and ioch.icte_a 
legislati~e digest before tbe 60 da~ rnle 
will cgmmeoce Tbis also applies tQ tbe 
introduction of a "sl<;e!etal" Cbacter 
amendment. The introduction of a 
"skeletal" Charter amendment shall not 
satisfy the requirements of this Rule. 
Upon introduction, the proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred to the 
appropriate Board committee for public 
hearing. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Proposed Charter Amendments. Any 
proposal for amendment of the Charter 
ordered submitted to the electors by the 
Board on its own motion shall be ordered 
pursuant to the provisions of applicable 
state law, with the further limitations 
imposed as follows: 

Introduction; Referral to Committee. A 
proposed Charter amendment shall be 
introduced by a Supervisor at a regular 
Board meeting held not less than 168 days 
prior to the election at which it is to be acted 
upon by the electors. A Charter 
amendment must be signed by a City 
Attorney and include a legislative digest 
before the 30 day rule will commence. This 
also applies to the introduction of a 
"skeletal" Charter amendment. The 
introduction of a "skeletal" Charter 
amendment shall not satisfy the 
requirements of this Rule. Upon 
introduction, the proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred to the 
appropriate Board committee for public 
hearing. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.2 Certificates of Honor. Each member of Referral to City Attorney. Immediately 
the Board is authorized to issue Certificates after its reference to committee, any 
of Honor on behalf of the Board without proposed Charter amendment which has 
further Board action in accordance with the not been prepared or approved as to form 
following procedure: a) No certificate shall by the City Attorney shall be transmitted 
be issued to a person or entity which has by the Clerk of the Board to the City 
received a certificate within the previous Attorney for preparation or approval as to 
twelve months; b) Each Supervisor desiring form. The City Attorney shall return it to 
to issue a Certificate of Honor shall list the the Board prepared or approved as to 
name of the proposed recipient on a form, or a negative repqrt in lieu thereof, 
computer document provided by the Clerk within 1 O days after receipt from the Clerk 
of the Board and available to each of the Board. 
Supervisor's office; c) Supervisors may 
indicate their desire to join ih sponsoring 
the certificate. The primary sponsor shall 
then permit the additional Supervisors to 
sign the certificate. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.3 Number not used Controller's Statement. Immediately 
after reference to committee and 
preparation or approval as to form by the 
City Attorney, such proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred by the Clerk 
of the Board to the Controller. The 
committee shall not report it to the Board, 
nor shall the Board order it submitted to 

- the electors, prior to receipt of the 
Controller's written statement pursuant to 
the Charter, analyzing the proposal as to 
its cost. The Controller's statement shall 
be submitted to the Board within 10 days 
after the Controller's receipt of the 
proposed Charter amendment. 

Clean Version Rules Revisions 

Referral to City Attorney. Immediately 
after its reference to committee, any 
proposed Charter amendment which has 
not been prepared or approved as to form 
by the City Attorney shall be transmitted by 
the Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney 
for preparation or approval as to form. The 
City Attorney shall return it to the Board 
prepared or approved as to form, or a 
negative report in lieu thereof, within 1 O 
days after receipt from the Clerk of the 
Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Controller's Statement. Immediately after 
reference to committee and preparation or 
approval as to form by the City Attorney, 
such proposed Charter amendment shall be 
referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
Controller. The committee shall not report it 
to the Board, nor shall the Board order it 
submitted to the electors, prior to receipt of 
the Controller's written statement pursuant 
to the Charter, analyzing the proposal as to 
its cost. The Controller's statement shall be 
submitted to the Board within 1 O days after 
the Controller's receipt of the proposed 
Charter amendment. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.4 Number not used Referral to Mayor and other city 
officials and boards or commissions. 
Immediately after its reference to 
committee and preparation or approval as 
to form by the City Attorney, any proposed 
Charter amendment shall be referred by 
the Clerk of the Board to the Mayor, · 
appropriate._de~partment heads and 
appropriate boards and. commissions for 
comment, as desired, as to the effect 
upon any matters within their respective 
jurisdictions. 

Section, Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.5 Number not used Amendments to Proposed Charter 
Amendments. An amendment of 
substance to a proposed Charter 
amendment, submitted to the Board or a 
Board committee, shall be referred by the 
Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney for 
preparation or approval as to form and 
shall be returned to the Clerk of the Board 
by the City Attorney within seven days 
after receipt. Thereupon, the Clerk of the 
Board shall transmit it to the Controller, 
the Mayor, appropriate department heads 
and appropriate boards and commissions 
for comment, as desired, as to the effect 
thereof upon any matters within their 
respective jurisdictions. A substitute or 
amendment to a Cbarter amendment mall 
be iotrodwced graoted tbat theJ.ead. 
.spoosor is iotroducin!;f sucb substitute aod 
bas ioformed other co-s(;"/onsors. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Referral to Mayor and other city officials 
and boards or commissions. Immediately 
after its reference to committee and 
preparation or approval as to form by the 
City Attorney, any proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred by the Clerk of 
the Board to the Mayor, appropriate 
department heads and appropriate boards 
and commissions for comment, as desired, 
as to the effect upon any matters within 
their respective jurisdictions. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Amendments to Proposed Charter 
Amendments. An amendment of 
substance to a proposed Charter 
amendment, submitted to the Board or a 
Board committee, shall be referred by the 
Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney for 
preparation or approval as to form and shall 
be returned to the Clerk of the Board by the 
City Attorney within seven days after 
receipt. Thereupon, the Clerk of the Board . 
shall transmit it to the Controller, the Mayor, 
· appropriate department heads and 
appropriate board~ and commissions for 
comment, as desired, as to the effect 
thereof upon any matters within their 
respective jurisdictions. A substitute or 
amendment to a Charter amendment may 
be introduced, granted that the lead 
sponsor is introducing such substitute and 
has informed other co-sponsors. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.6 Number not used Committee Report and Board Action. 
The committee before which a proposed 
Charter amendment, or an amendment 
thereto, is pending, shall not report it to 
the Bbard, and the Board shall not order it 
submitted to the electors, prior to 10 days 
after referral to the Mayor, and other City 
officials. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rul.es Revisions 

2.22.7 Number not used Order of Submission to Electorate. At 
least six days must intervene between the 
first appearance of a proposed Charter 
amendment on the Board agenda and any 
Board order of submission to the 
electorate. Said order, if any, must be 
made not les~ than 95 days prior to the 
election mentioned t,erein, which is the 
deadline set forth in the San Francisco - Municigal Elections Code. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.8 Number not used Modification of time. Notwithstanding 
the provisions of other rules, the Board 
may, by motion adopted by a majority vote 
of all Sµpe,~rvisors thereof, shorten, extend 
or otherwise modify the time fixed in these 
rules for the performance of any act by an 
officer, board or commission concerning a 
Charter amendment. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Report and Board Action. 
The committee before which a proposed 
Charter amendment, or an amendment 
ther(ato, is pending, shall not report it to the 
Board, and the Board shall not order it 
submitted to the electors, prior to 10 days 
after referral to the Mayor, and other City 
officials. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Order of Submission to Electorate. At 
least six days must intervene between the 
first appearance of a proposed Charter 
amendment on the Board agenda and any 
Board order of submission to the electorate. 
Said order, if any, must be made not less 
than 95 days prior to the election mentioned 
herein, which is the deadline set forth in the 
San Francisco Municipal Elections Code. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Modification of Time. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of other rules, the Board may, by 
motion adopted by a majority vote of all 
Supervisors thereof, shorten, extend or 
otherwise modify the time fixed in these 
rules for the performance of any act by an 
officer, board or commission concerning a 
Charter amendment. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5;37 
2.22.9 Number not used One Late Charter Amendment. San 

Francisco Elections Code, Section 300, 
provides that proposed Charter 
amendments the Board wishes to submit 
to the voters may be submitted for the 
next election held no fewer than 102 days 
after the date of submission, and allows 
the Director of Elections to accept from 
the Board one proposed Charter 
amendment a week later, but no fewer 
than 95 days before the date of an 
election. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.22.10 Number not used Filing of Proposed Charter 
Amendments. On the 941

h day prior to 
each City and Count-y el~ction, the Clerk 
of the Board shall file all pending 
proposed Charter amendments that have 
not been submitted to the voters by the 

- Board for that election unless a 
SuQervisor has mguested, in writing, tbat 
a measu[e be cooside[ed for submission 
to tbe ~otecs gt a subseguent election. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

One Late Charter Amendment. San 
Francisco Elections Code, Section 300, 
provides that proposed Charter 
amendments the Board wishes to submit to 
the voters may be submitted for the next 
election held no fewer than 102 days after 
the date of submission, and allows the 
Director of Elections to accept from the 
Board o·ne proposed Charter. amendment a 
week later, but no fewer than 95 days 
before the date of an election. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Filing of Proposed Charter 
Amendments. On the 941

h day prior to 
each City election, the Clerk of the Board 
shall file all pending proposed Charter 
amendments that have not been submitted 
to the voters by the Board for that election, 
unless a Supervisor has requested, in 
writing, that a measure be considered for 
submission to the voters at a subseq1,1ent 
election. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
2.22.11 Number not used WithdrawaLo:f Charter 

8mendmentlBallot Measure 
Iransmitte,.dJo tbe Degartment of 
Elections. 
Chacter amendments Q[ ballot measures 
tbat tbe Board bas Qlaced QD the ballot 
ma:i be witbdrawn b~ motion ug to the 
deadline tQ submit a measure tQ the 

· Q.egar:tment gf Electigns. 
To withdmw a Cba[ter amendment or 
measute, the Board must agg[ove a 
written motion to tbat effect and tbe Clerk 
must deliver it tQ the Degactment Qf 
Electimls.,. 
A \NFiUeA ITTetieA te \NitREIFaW saiEI ITTaUeF 
ITTl:lst 13e a1313FeveEI tl:ie BeaFEI aAEI EleliveFeEI 
te tl:ie Qe13aFtITTeAt ef ~leetieAs 1:113 te tl:ie 
EleaElliAe feF s1:113missieA. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.23 (Deleted per Motion No. M00-124, Number not used 
effective November 6, 2000) 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Withdrawal of Charter 
Amendment/Ballot Measure Transmitted 
to the Department of Elections. Charter 
amendments or ballot measures that the 
Board·has placed on the ballot may be 
withdrawn by motion up to the deadline to 
submit a measure to the Department of 
Elections. To withdraw a Charter 
amendment or measure, the Board must . 
approve a written motion to that effect and 
the Clerk must deliver it to the Department 
of Elections. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

-
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.24 Appointment Consideration. When the 
Mayor appoints members of Charter 
board$ and commissions whose 
appointments are subject to rejection by 
the Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
promptly notify each Supervisor in writing 
and shall give public notice of the 
appointment by listing it at the rear of the 
next available Board agenda. If a 
Supervisor desires a hearing to be held on 
the appointment, the Supervisor promptly 
shall notify the Clerk of the Board in 
writing. Upon receipt of such notice from a 
Supervisor, the Clerk of the Board shall 
refer the appointment to the Rules 
Committee so that the Board may consider 
the appointment and act within 30 days of 
the appointment as provided by Section 
3.100(17) of the Charter. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.25 General Plan Amendments. When 
proposed general plan amendments are 
received from the Planning Commission, 
the Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer 
the amendments to the committee which 
considers land use issues since the Board 
is required by Section 4.105 of the Charter 
to act within 90 days, or the proposed 
amendments shall be deemed approved'. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

2.26 Executive Branch Reorganization. Number not used 
When the Mayor submits proposed 
executive branch reorganizations to the 
Board, the Clerk of the Board shall 
promptly submit the proposal to the Rules 
Committee so thatthe Board may act 
within 30 days as provided by Section 
4.132 of the Charter. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.27 Regular Meetings of Subordinate Bodies 
(a) Whenever the Board of Supervisors creates, by ordinance or resolution, a board, 
committee, task force, or other multi-member body, the Board shall include language 
requiring the subord.inate body to meet at least every 4 months. The requirement shall not 
apply to committees consisting solely of members of the Board of Supervisors. 

. (b) The Board of Supervisors may modify or waive the requirement where: 

(3) the business of the subordinate body does not require it to meet on a regular basis; 

(4) state or federal law, or the terms of a grant or a contract, require the City to maintain 
the subordinate body; or, 

(5) the Board determines that the requirement is otherwise not appropriate. 

(c) The Clerk of the Board shall maintain a list of every subordinate body made subject to 
the meeting requirement. The Clerk of the Board shall contact these bodies at the end of 
each year to determine if they have met at least once every four months. If more than four 
months pass without the body meeting, the Clerk shall ask the City Attorney to prepare 
legislation repealing the ordinance or resolution that created the body. Any legislation 
approving the creation of a new Board, committee, task force or other subordinate body, 
?hall contain a sunset clause, which shall not exceed three years, subject to review and 
renewal by the Board of Supervisors. Prior to creating a new subordinate body, the Clerk 
of the Board shall advise the Board if there is a current body that addresses the same or a 
similar subject matter. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Proposed Cleaned Rules 
Rules Revisions 
Revisions· 

Number not 
used 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28 · Proposed Charter Amendments. Any 
proposal for amendment of the Charter 
ordered submitted to the electors by the 
Board on its own motion shall be ordered 
pursuant to the provisions of applicable 
state law, with the further limitations 
imposed as follows: 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.1 Introduction; referral to committee; 
committee report.. A proposed Charter 
amendment shall be introduced by a 
Supervisor at a regular Board meeting h,eld 
not less than 168 days prior to the election 
at which it is to be acted upon by the 
electors. At that time, the sponsor shall 
submit complete text. The introduction of a 
"~keletal" Charter amendment shall not 
satisfy the requirements of this Rule. Upon 
introduction, the proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred to the 
appropriate Board committee for public 
hearing. · 

Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Number.not used 

,. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.2 Referral to City Attorney. Immediately after 
its reference to committee, any proposed 
Charter amendment which has not been 
prepared or approved as to form by the 
City Attorney shall be transmitted by the 
Clerk ofthe Board to the City Attorney for 
preparation or approval as to form. The 
City Attorney shall return it to the Board 
prepared or approved as to form, or a 
negative report in lieu thereof, within 10 
days after receipt from the Clerk of the 
Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.3 Controller's statement. Immediately after 
reference to committee and preparation or 
approval as to form by the City Attorney, 
such proposed Charter amendment shall 
be referred by the Clerk of the Board to the 
Controller. The committee shall not report 
it to the Board, nor shall the Board .order it 
submitted to the electors, prior to receipt of 
the Controller's written statement pursuant 
to the Charter, analyzing the proposal as to 
its cost. The Controller's statement shall 
be submitted to the Board within 10 days 
after the Controller's receipt of the 
proposed Charter amendment. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

I 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.4 Rf,lferral to Mayor and other city officials 
and boards or commissions. Immediately 
after its reference to committee and 
preparation or approval as to form by the 
City Attorney, any proposed Charter 
amendment shall be referred by the Clerk 
of the Board to the Mayor, department 
heads and appropriate boards and 
commissions for comrrlent, as desired, as 
to the effect upon any matters within their 
respective jurisdictions. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.5 Amendments _to proposed Charter 
amendments. An amendment of 
substance to a proposed Charter 
amendment, submitted to the Board or a 
Board committee, shall be referred by the 
Clerk of the Board to the City Attorney.for 
preparation orapproval as to form and 
shall be returned to the Clerk of the Board 
by the City Attorney within seven days after 
receipt. Thereupon, the Clerk of the Board 
shall transmit it to the Controller, the 
Mayor, department heads and appropriate 
boards and commissions for comment, as 
desired, as to the effect thereof upon any 
matters within their respective jurisdictions. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.6 Committee report and Board action. The 
coi'nmittee before which a proposed 
Charter amendment, or an amendment 
thereto, is pending, shall not report it to the 
Board, and the Board shall not order it 
submitted to the electors, prior to 1 O days 
.after referral to the Mayor, and other City 
officials. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.7 Order of submission to electorate. At least 
six days must intervene between the first 
~ppearance of a proposed Charter 
amendment before the Board as a referral 
from committee and any Board order of 
submission to the electorate. Said order, if 
any, must be made not less than 90 days 
prior to the election· mentioned herein. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not U!?ed 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.28.8 Modification of time. Notwithstanding the 
provisions of other rules, the Board may, 
by motion adopted by a majority vote of all 
Supervisors thereof, shorten, extend or 
otherwise modify the time fixed in these 
rules for the performance of any act by an 
officer, board or commission concerning a· 
Charter amendment. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

2.29 State and Federal Legislation. Each 
resolution which would support or oppose 
legislation pending before the California 
Legislature or the United States Congress 
shall be accompanied, at the time of 
introduction, by a copy of the bill under 
consideration. The Clerk of the Board shall 
not accept for introduction any such 
resolution without the required bill. 
Sponsors of such resolutions are 
requested to provide information at the 
time of introduction, as to whether such 
organizations as the California State 
Association of Counties, the League of 
California Cities, or the National League of 
Cities have taken positions in support of or 
opposed to the pe·nding bills. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposep Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.30 Non-Profit Organizations. The following 
procedures are to be used for appeals to 
the Board concerning pu!Jlic access to 
records f.lnd minutes of board of directors 
bf non-profit organizations: a) A request 
for review by the Board shall be made in 
writing. b) The request shall be filed with 
the Clerk of the Board within 10 calendar 
days of the issuance of the City agency or 
department's recommendation .or the 
Sunshine Ordinance Task Force's 
advisory opinion, whichever is later. c) 
The requester shall attach to the request 
a copy of the City agency or department's 
recommendation or the Sunshine 
Ordinance Task Force's advisory opinion. 
d) The request shall clearly state the 
remedy sought. e) The Clerk of the Board 
shall schedule a hearing to be held on the 
request before an appropriate committee 
of the Board at the next available regular 
meeting. f) The Board committee shall 
recommend to the Board an appropriate · 
determination. g) The determination of 
the Board with respect to any request or 
complaint by a member of the public shall 
be non-binding upon the non-profit 
orqanization. 

Proposed R.\Jles Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Number not used 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.31 Consideration of Mayoral Appointments to the Public Utilities Commission, and 
Mayoral and Presidential Nominations to the Planning Commission and the Board 
of Appeals. Upon receipt of each and every Notice of Appointment from the Mayor 
appointing a member to the Public Utilities Commission, the· Clerk of the Board shall 
immediately prepare and introd.uce three motions for each such appointment. The Clerk 
shall refer the motions to the Rules Committee for hearing as soon as possible. If the 
Rules Committee is unable to schedule and consider the motions within a time period that 
will allow for full Board consideration before the expiration of the thirty day period provided 
for ·in Charter Section 3.100, then the· Clerk shall place the motions on the calendar 
(Adoption Without Committee Reference) of the last Board meeting at which the Board 
may consider the proposed motions before the thirty days expires. One motion shall 
support the appointment. A second motion shall reject the appointment. The third motion 
shall take no position on the appointment. The motion rejecting the appointment shall 
state in its text that the motion requires a two-thirds vote (eight votes) for approval under 
Section 3.100 of the City Charter. Each Committee and Board calendar upon which 
motions prepared under this Rule appear shall also state that Section 3.100 of the City . 
charter provides that the Board of Supervisors has the authority to reject the appointment . 
by a two-thirds vote pf the Board (eight votes) within thirty days following transmittal of the 
Mayor's Notice of Appointment, and that failure of the Board to reject the appointment by 
two-thirds vote within the thirty day time period shall result in the appointee continuing to 
serve as appointed. 

Upon receipt of each and every Notice of Nomination from the Mayor or the President of 
the Board .of Supervisors nominating a member to the Planning Commission or the Board 
of Appeals, the Clerk of the Board shall immediately prepare and introduce a motion 
approving and a motion rejecting each such appointment. The Clerk shall refer the 
motions to the Rules Committee for hearing as soon as possible .. If the Rules Committee 
is unable to schedule and consider the motions within a time period ti,i~t will allow for full 
Board consideration before the expiration of the sixty day period provided for in Charter 
Section 4.105 or 4.106, then the Clerk shall place the motions dn the calendar (Adoption 
Without Comillitfee Reference) of the last Board meeting at which the Board may consider 
the proposed motions before the sixty days expires. Each Committee and Board calendar 
upon which motions prepared under this Rule appear shall also state that Section 4.105 or 
4.101;! of the City Charter provides that a nomination made under one of these sections is 
subject to approval by the Board of Supervisors, and shall be the subject of a public 
he,aring and vote within 60 days from the date the nomination is transmitted to the Clerk of 
the Board. The calendar shall also state that if the Board fails to act on the nomination 
within 60 days of the date the nomination is transmitted to the Clerk, then the nominee 
shall be deemed approved. 

Proposed Rules 
Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules . 
Revisions 

(I") 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

2.32 Certain Candidates for Commission 
Appointments Must Submit a Form 700 Prior to 
Board Consideration. Neither the Board of 
Supervisors, nor any Committee thereof, except as 
provided below, shall consider the appointment or 
confirmation of any person whose appointment to a 
Board, Commission or advisory body is subject to 
approval or confirmation by the Board of 
Supervisors, until the person has submitted to the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors a completed 
Statement of Economic Interests ("Form 700"), if 
the Form· would be required under the California 
Political Reform Act, Government Code Section 
87100, et seq., and San Francisco Campaign and 
Government Conduct Code Section 3.1.-100, et 
seq., for the office sought. If the Clerk of the Board 
determines that an applicant for an appointment 
may not submit a completed Form 700 in time to 
allow the Board to consider the appointment prior 
to the appointment becoming final by operation of 
law, then the Clerk shall schedule the consideration 
of the appointment at the next available Committee 

· meeting, and shall ask the applicant to submit a 
completed Form 700 prior to the Committee's 
consideration. Applicants who do not submit a 
completed Form 700 may lack interest in the 
position, or may be reluctant to submit a Form 700, 
even though they will be required to file such a 
Form upon appointment or confirmation. It is the 
policy of the Board that when applicants fail to 
submit a completed Form 700, the Board shall 
reject the appointment or confirmation, The Clerk 
of the Board shall notify appointees subject to this 
requirement that submission of the Form pursuant 
to this Rule does not satisfy the requirement to file 
a completed Form 700 within 30 days of assuming 
office. 

Proposed Rules Revisions . Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Nµmber not used. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.5 
3.1 Call to Order and Roll Call. The Committee Appointments and Service. 

President of the Board shall preside at all The President shall appoint, by written 
meetings, and shall call each regular, notice filed with th~ Clerk of the Board, the 
adjourned, recessed or special meeting to membership and schedule of all standing 
order at the appointed hour: Immediately and special committees and their 
after the call to order, the Clerk of the respective chairs and vice chairs, except 
Board shall call the roll of the Board and that in the cas13 of a joint committee, the 
record Ulose present, and those absent, chair of the cbmmittE1e designated first by · 
and shall enter into the minutes the names the President in the order of referral shall 
of those Supervisors present and absent serve as chair· of the joint committee and 
at the first roll call as w~II as the names the chair of the cprnnilttee designated 
and time of appearance of those second shall serve c)S the vice chair of the 
Supervisors who arrive subsequent to the joint committee. Each member of the 
first roll call. In the absence of the . 8Qard ma~ also serve as ao ex officio, 
President, the Clerk of the Board shall call oon-voting member of ao~ standing 
the roll at the time appointed for the committee. Such sentice·shall be sQlel~ 
meeting and the Bbard shall appoint a for tbe ~ur1;1ose of !'lattic;i1;1ation io 
presiding officer pro tempore from among committee discussion and debate 
the Supervisors present. 

-

Moved from old 5.38 
3.2 Pledge of Allegiance. The President Presidential Comm,ittee Service. When 

shall lead the Board and the audience in only one member is available to attend a 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the meeting of a standing or select committee 
United States of America. of the Board, in order that the committee 

may conduct its scheduled business, the 
President may serve on the committee 
with all the duties and responsibilities ofa 
member of the committee except that the 
President shall not serve as chair of the 
committee. If a second regular member of 
the committe~ arrives at the meeting, the 
President shall then no longer have any 
voice or vote as a member of the 
committee. This rule shall not apply to a 
committee on which the President is a 
regular member. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Appointments and Service. 
The President shall appoint, by written 
notice filed with the Clerk of the Board, the 
membership and schedule of all standing 
and special committees and their respective 
chairs and vice chairs, except that in the 
case of a joint committee, the chair of the 
committee designated first by the President 
in the order of referral shall serve as chair 
of the joint committee and the chair of the 
committee designated second shall serve 
as the vice chair of the joint committee. 
Each member of the Board may also serve 
as an ex officio, non-voting member of any 
standing committee. Such service shall be 
solely for the purpose of participation in 
committee discussion and debate. 

Presidential Committee Service. When 
only one member is available to attend a 
meeting of a standing or select committee of 
the Board; in order that the committee may 
conduct its scheduled business, the 
President may serve on the committee with 
all the duties and responsibilities of a 
member of the committee except that the 
President shall not serve as chair of the 
committee. If a second regular member of 
the committee arrives at the meeting, the 
President shall then no longer have any 
voice or vote as a member of the 
committee, This Rule shall not apply to a 
committee on which the President is a 
regular member. 
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Section Current Rules of Order P~oposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from Old 5.1 O 
3.3 Approval of Meeting Minutes. An Committee Authority. Committees shall 

annotated agenda of the vote taken on consider only' iteins which have been 
each item shall be available the morning referred to them by the President, or by 
after each Board meeting. A written the Board, and which have been posted. 
report (Legislation Introduced) of matters published. and noticed advertised and 
newly introduced shall be normally noticed. The basic function of each 
available no later than two days following . committee is to inquire and to recommend 
each Board meeting. A draft of the actions to the full Board. Additional 
meeting rt1inutes shall be prepared within committee authority exists only when 
10 working days of each meeting. At a specifically authorized by ordinance or by 
subsequent meeting, the Board shall the Board. Committees shall provide an 
approve, by motion, the meeting minutes. opportunity for public comment only with 

. regard to items posted published and 
noticed noticed on their meeting agendas. 
No Supervisor or combination of 
Supervisors shall employ or engage the 
services of any person, or authorize or 
incur any charge, dept or· liability against 
the City and County unless authority first 
shall have been given by the Board or is 
provided by law. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.11 
3.4 Communications. Communications are Committee Assignments. Specific 

presented On which immediate notice to committee assignments shall modify and 
the Board or action by the Board is control general assignments. In the event 
required by law. that the scope of committee assignments 

may be conflicting, overlapping or 
ambiguous, the President shall determine 
and designate, subject to an appeal to th.e 
Board, the committee which shall have 
jurisdiction over a particular matter. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Authority. Committees shall 
consider only items which have been 
referred to them by the President, or by the 
Board, and which have been posted, 
published, and noticed. The basic function 
of each committee is to inquire and to 
recommend actions to the full Board. 
Additional committee authority exists only 
when specifically authorized by ordinance or 
by the Board. Committees shall provide an 
opportunity for public comment only with 
regard to items posted, published, and 
noticed on their meeting agendas. No 
Supervisor or combination of Supervisors 
shall employ or engage the services of any 
person, or authorize Or incur any charge, 
debt or liability against the City unless 
authority first shall have been given by the 
Board or is provided by law. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Assignments. Specific 
committee assignments shall modify and 
control general assignments. In the event 
that the scope of committee assignments 
may be conflicting, overlapping or 
ambiguous, the President shall determine 
and designate, subject to an appeal to the 
Board, the committee which shall have 
jurisdiction over a particular matter. 

c.o 
c.o 
CX) 
,-



Section Current Rules of Order 

3.5 Consent Agen~a. Matters of a routine, 
non-controversial nature which require no 
further discussion and only six votes may 
be listed in a section of the regular 
agenda of the Board called Consent 
Agenda. There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a 
Supervisor so requests, in which event the 
matter shall be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered as a separate 
item. The Consent Agenda will be acted 
upon by a single roll-call vote of the 
Board. Items removed from the Consent 
Agenda ·may be heard immediately 
following the vote on the rest bf the items. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

3.6 Old Business. Matters include those 
which were previously considered by the 
Board and continued, and ordinances 
other than those on the Consent Agenda 
first approved the previous week. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 
I 

Moved from bid 5.12 
Committee s·ize. Each standing 
committee and each special select 
committee shall be comprised of three 
Supervisors. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.13 
Action by Chair of Committee. Prior to 
preparation of a committee agenda, the 
committee clerk shall review with the chair 
all measures pending in the committee, for 
the purpose of permitting,the chair to order. 
filing or other disposition of those matters. 
which require no public hearing or 
rncommendation for Board action, 1*1-t 
wl=iicl=i l=iave 13een referreEI to committee for 
inJ'ormation or similar relatively passive 
purposes. lo order to ensure that the 
BQard is able to meet all legal deadlines 
for time sensitive rm1ttert-.wl=iicl=i require 
action by tl=ie Board,' pursuant to various 
local anEI state laws are met, the chair of 
each committee shall review with the clerk 
QfJb_e cgmmittee timelines fQr said matte.rs. 
and calendar thQse matters in order tQ 
meet deadlines for BQard aciion 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Size. Each standing 
committee and each select committee 
shall be comprised of three Supervisors. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Action by Chair of Committee. Prior to 
preparation of a committee agenda, the 
committee clerk shall review with the chair 
all measures pending 1n the committee, for 
the purpose of permitting the chair to order 
filing or other disposition of those matters for 
Board action. In order to ensure that the 
Board is able to meet all legal deadlines for 
time sensitive matters, the chair of each 
committee shall review with the clerk of the 
committee timelines for said matters and 
calendar those matters in order to meet 
deadlines for Board action. 

r
<.O 
OJ -



Section Current Rules of Order 

3.7 New Business. This item includes 
legislation reported to the full Board by 
Board committees prior to 9:00 a.m. on the 
Thursday preceding the Tuesday Board 
meeting. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

3.8. Committee Reports on Urgent 
Legislation. As an exception to the New 
Business rule, legislation deemed by a 
committee to be of an urgent nature, which 
is heard after the 9:00 a.m. Thursday 
deadline may be considered by the Board 
as a committee report ·if the chair has 
anticipated such finding and requested the 
Clerk of the Board to include the item on · 
the printed agenda under Committee 
Reports at the end of New Business. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.14 
Meetings to be Public. Every committee 
meeting shall be open to the public, 
except that a committee may meet in 
closed session for consideration of 
matters involving attorney-client 
consultation with the City Attorney on 
litigation or involving other matters 
permitted to be discussed in closed 
session by state law, the Charter or 
Sunshine Ordinance. 

Proposed Rules R?visions 

Moved from old 1.4 
Public Comment at Committee 
Meetings. 
eublic cQmment is welcome on an~ item 
on committee agendas. eublic cQmment is 
nQt grQvided QD Qtber matters, because 
CQmmittees ma~ consider onl~ items 
wbicb bave been tefetred to the 
committee and grogerl~ gosted, gublisbed 
aod OQticed, Ibis is tbe ogQQctuoit~ tQ 
beat g1Jblic te!stimgo~ for ao~ainst 
Q[QQQsed

1

legislatiQn gending before tbe 
committee. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Meetings to be Public. Every committee 
meeting shall be open to the public, except 
that a committee may meet in closed 
session for consideration of matters 
involving attorney-client consultation with 
the City Attorney on litigation or involving 
other matters permitted to be discussed in 
closed session by state law, the Charter or 
Sunshine Ordinance. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Public Comment at Committee 
Meetings. Public comment is welcome on 
any item on committee agendas. Public 
comment is not provided on other matters, 
because committees may consider only 
items which have been referred to the 
committee and properly posted, published, 
and noticed. This is the opportunity to hear 
public testimony for and against proposed 
legislation pending before the committee. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

3.9 Roll Call for Introductions. Items which 
request the City Attorney to prepare 
legislation, approve draft ordinances, or 
issue legal advice, and requests for letters 
of inquiry may be presented during the 
Roll Call for Introductions. At the Board 
Meeting of February 4, 2003, Supervisors 
from odd-numbered districts shall be 
permitted to introduce items on Roll Call. 
For all subsequent Board Meetings, 
Supervisors shall be permitted to 
introduce items on Roll Call at alternate 
meetings, with odd and even-numbered 
districts alternating consistent with the 
schedule that begins on February 4, and 
11, 2003. Board Members serving .on 
regional agencies and bodies shall 
provide brief reports regarding actions of 
those agencies as they _relate to the 
operation of the City and County of San 
Francisco. The schedule for reporting 
shall depend on the frequency with which 
each regional body convenes and shall be 
promulgated by the Clerk of the Board in 
consultation with the Board President. In 
the event that more then one member of 
the Board serves on the same body, the 
Clerk shall designate one member to · 
provide the report from that body. A 
Supervisor who is not scheduled to be 
called on Roll Call at a Board Meeting 
may introduce an item on Roll Call at that 
meeting by requesting recognition of the 
Clerk. Such requests also may be 
submitted to the Clerk of the Board 
between Board meetings and shall be · 
acted on in the name of the Board 
promptly after receipt by the Clerk of the 
Board. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.15 
Time of Meeting. Every committee shall 
meet at the. time set by the Board, the 
chair, or a majority of the committee, in that 
order of priority. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Time of Meeting. Every committee shall 
meet at the time set by the Board, the chair, 
or a majority of the committee, in that order 
of priority. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

3.9.1 Mayor's Appearance Before the Board. 
The Board's calendar for the third 

· Tuesday of each month shall include an 
item for the Mayor to appear in person 
before the Board of Supervisors and 
engage in formal policy discussions with 
members of the Board. When the it~m is 
read, the Clerk of the Board shall recite 
the following: "The following is a time 
dedicated for the Mayor to discuss with 
the Board of Supervisors issues 
pertaining to the governance of the City 
and County of San Francisco. The Board 
of Supervisors offers this time for dialogue 
on the third regularly scheduled meeting 
of every month at a regularly scheduled 
Board meeting pursuant to the will of the 
voters as expressed in Proposition I in 
November of 2006." 

Should the Mayor fail to appear after five 
minutes of the item being called, the Clerk 
shall remove the item from the Board's 
agenda, and the item shall not be 
considered by the Board. Should the 
Mayor appear and the Board therefore 

. consider this item, public comment for this 
item will take place during general public 
comment. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revision$ 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

3.10 Public Comment. This is an opportunity for 
members of the public to directly address the Board 
on items of interest to the public that are within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Board, including 
Jtems being considered at this meeting which have 
not been referred to committee, and excluding items 
Which have been considered by a Board committee. 
Members of the public may address the Board for up 
to three minutes. The President, or the Board, may 
limlt the total testimony to 30 minutes. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

3.11 Adoption without Committee Reference Agenda. 
The Board may consider resolutions for immediate, 
unanimous, adoption without reference to committee 
which are presented to the Clerk of the Board by a 
Supervisor or the Mayor at the previous week's 
Board meeting or prior to 12:00 noon the 
Wednesday before a Board meeting. The President 
shall inquire whether any Supervisors wish to 
discuss or object to any of the resolutions presented 
for immediate adoption. Resolutions to which there 
is an objection shall be referred to committee unless 
withdrawn by the Sponsor. The roll then shall be 
called on the resolutions as a group. The Board 
may also consider motions for immediate adoption 
without reference to committee, six yes votes being 
required for adoption, which are presented to the 
Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at 
the previous week's Board meeting or prior to 12:00 
noon the Wednesday before a Board meeting. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.35 
Committee Meetings on 
tuesday. No committee 
meeting shall commence on a 
Tuesday after 12:30 p.m., or 
continue past 2:00 p.m. on a 
Tuesday rneetiA§ e:f' Ucie_8eaFEI 
fulls eA that day because e:f' a 
heliday without the express 
permission of the President of 
the Board. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.16 
Committee Meeting 
Attendance. It shall be the duty 
of every Supervisor to attend 

· every meeting of his or her 
committee and to be present 
promptly at the time for which 
the meeting is called. No more 
than five Supervisors may 
attend and participate in a 
committee rneeting. If the Clerk 
recei~es DQtification withio a 
reasooable time, that there ma~ 
be mQre than five SuQeruisors 
attendiog a committee meeting, 
laoguage indicatiog that there 
ma~ be c1uorum of the BQard in 
.attendaoce which would 
cQnstitute a sQecial meetiog Qf 
tllli full Board, will be Ql9ced oo 
the ageoda. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Meetings on Tuesday. No 
committee meeting shall commence on a 
Tuesday after 12:30 p.m., or continue past 
2:00 p.m. on a Tuesday without the 
express permission of the President of the 
Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Meeting Attendance. 1t shall 
be th.e duty of every Supervisor to attend 
every meeting of his or her committee and 
to be present promptly at the time for which 
the meeting is called. No more than five 
Supervisors may attend and participate in 
a committee meeting. If the Clerk receives 
notification, within a reasonable time, that 
there may be more than five Supervisors 
attending a committee meeting, language 
indicating that the.re may be quorum of the 
Board in attendance which would 
constitute a special meeting of the full 
Board, will be placed on the agenda. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

3.12 · Office of the Legislative Analyst. The 
Office of the Legislative Analyst shall 
provide staff support to the Board of 
Supervisors and to the Chairs of the 
Standing Committees of the Board and 
report to each of the members of the 
Committees. Staff support may include 
providing analysis and information 
concerning pending legislation assigned 
to the Committee and responding to 
public inquiries on legislative matters. 
The Office of the Legislative Analyst may 
collect, evaluate and report on information 
necessary for legislative oversight and 
informational hearings. 

Further, the Office of the Legislative 
Analyst, time permitting, may continue to 
provide assistance to any Board Member, 
including, but not limited to: analyzing 
introduced legislation, analyzing policy 
issues, and providing assistance to Board 
task forces and advisory committees. 
Such requests shall be listed under this 
agenda heading in the order received by 
the Clerk of the Board, including the title · 
of relevant legislation. 

Proposed ~ules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.21 
Record of Attendance. Tlie clerk of each 
committee shall keep a record of the 
attendance of the members and shall 
report such record to the Clerk of the 
Board, and the Cletrk of the Board shall 
have the record of the attendance of 
members at committee meetings available 
at all times as a public record. 

.. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Record of Attendance. The clerk of each 
committee shall keep a record of the 
attendance of the members and shall 
report such record to the Clerk of the 
Board, and the Clerk of the Board shall 
have the record of the attendance of 
members at committee meetings available 
at all times as a public record. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

3.13 Imperative Agenda commendatory. 
Before considering an item of busines,s 
not on the agenda, the Board shall adopt 
motions by a two-thirds vote of the full 
Board, or if less than two-thirds of the 
Supervisors are present, a unanimous 
vote of those Supervisors present, 
determining: 

Section Current Rules of Order 

3.13.1 that the resolution is either purely 
commendatory or that failure to adopt'the 
resolution on this date would do serious 
injury to the public interest, and thus the 
resolution meets the standards of the San 
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance; and. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

3.13.2 that the need to take action arose after 
the agenda was ordered printed, and thus 
the resolution meets the standards of the 
Brown Act. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.17 
Call to Order. In the event that the chair 
is not present at the time set for a 
committee m~eting, the vice-chair or 
another member of the committee shall, if 
there is a quorur:n, call the meeting to 
order. 

Propose~ Rules ijevisions 

Number not used 

Proposetf Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

' 

. Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Call to Order. In the event that the chair is 
not present at the time set for a committee 
meeting, the vice-chair or another member 
of the committee shall, if there is a quorum, 
call the meeting to order. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules RP-visjons 

Moved from old 5.18 
3.14 Number not used Roll Call on Pending Motion. It shall be 

the right of any member of a committee to 
require call..fQr a roll call vote on any 
pending motion, and the chair or acting 
chair of the committee shall, with or 
without debate, order the roll call. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.19 
3.15 Number not used No Requirement for Second to Motion. 

In committees of three members or fewer, 
a motion by a member shall not require a 
second. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.24 
3.16 Number not used Non-Duplication. When a .matter has 

been referred to one committee, a 
substantially sjmilar proposal shall be 
referred to th~ same committee, but 
nothing in this rule ~\hall be construed to 
limit the power of the President to exercise 
the power to assign or to reassign 
matters. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Roll Call on Pending Motion. It shall be 
the right of any member of a committee to 

_ call for a roll call vote on any pending 
motion, and the chair or acting chair of the 
committee shall, with or without debate, 
order the roll call. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

No Requirement for Second to Motion. 
In committees of three members or fewer, a 
motion by a member shall not require a 
second. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

No Requirement for Second to Motion. 
In committees of three members or fewer, a 
motion by a member shall not require a 
second. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.28 . 
3.17 Number not used easting, eublisbing, and Noticing 

Committee Meeting Agendas.~ 
member of tbe public wbo is ioterested io 
rncei~iog a committee agenda via tbe US 
mail may ae-se maKe a reguest io writiog · 
tg tbe Clerk of the Board and subject tg 
tbe price per page as .s..e.t by the Clerk of 
the Board in additioo US (;!Qstage Tbe 
ageoda will be seot as SQOD as possible 
after tbe agenda bas been finalized by the 
committee cbair but oat later tban 48 
bmm; before the committee meeting. 
Agendas ate gosted at tbe Sao Eraocisco 
Maio Library, and on tbe Board's e:f 
~1:1J:leFVisoFS' lsiosls io City l::lall and 
r;iublisbed on tbe Board's website Z2 bours 
prior tg tbe meeting. A summai;v notice 
witb tbe date, time i;ilace and location gf 
details regarding items to be considered at 
tbe meeting, is published in the San 
Franciscg official newspaper 36 hours 
r;irior to a regular committee meeting_an_d_ 
18 bours prior to a special committee 
meeting. V\Jitl=l AotifieatioA to all J:lerseAs 
lrnovm oF f:lFes1:1meEI to ee iAteFesteEI iA tl=le 
f:laFtie1:1lar meas1:1re to ee eoAsidered, aAd 
s1:1el=l Aotiee sl=lall ee iAitiated as sooA as 
f:lOSsisle after tl=le meas1:1Fe is sel=ledt1led 
for eommittee l=leariA§ 131:1t sl=lall se 
FeasoAasly deSi§Aed to FeaeR AOUfieaAtS 
Aot later thaA 48 hot1rs sbfore the J:ll:lslic 
heariA§ is sel=led1:1led. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Posting, Publishing, and Noticing" 
Committee Meeting Agendas. Any 
member of the public who is interested in 
receiving a committee agenda, via the US 
mail, may make a request in writing to the 
Clerk of the Board and subject to the price 
per page set by the Clerk of the Board in 
addition US postage. The agenda will be 
sent as soon as possible after the agenda 
has been finalized by the committee chair, 
but not later than 48 hours before the 
committee meeting. Agendas are posted at 
the San Francisco Main Library, and on the 
Board's - kiosk in City Hall, and published 
on the Board's website 72 hours prior to 
the meeting. A summary notice with the 
date, time, place and location of details 
regarding items to be considered at the 
meeting, is published in the San Francisco 
official newspaper 36 hours prior to a 
regular committee meeting and 18 hours 
prior to a special committee meeting. 

'" 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.29 
3.18 Number not used Committee Presentation Priority. The sponsor or 

his/her designee of the legislation sball be a__QQQ[dfill 
prioritl in addressing the committee 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.30 
3.19 Number not used Timing of Committee Recommendations. When 

state or local law requires the Board to act by a 
certain date, or when the Board for legislative 
reasons desires to act by a certain date, the Board 
may refer legislation to a committee with direction 
to return the legislation to the Board by a specified 
date. In the event a committee does not take 
timely action, the Clerk of the Boar,d shall place the 
legislation on the agenda of the full Board, with the· 
Board sitting as a Committee of the Whole, in order 
to meet tbe ·ceguired date of action_b_~-tbe Board 
~ursuant to state and local 1a·ws. eA U:ie Elate #le 
8eaFEl FeEJ1::1esteEl flFeSeAtatieA ef tl:i~ le§!islatieA eF 
as FeEJl::liFeEI ey state eF leeal lav,1• 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.22 
3.20 Number not used Applicable Rules. Except that the privilege of the 

floor may be granted by the committee chair or as a 
majority of the committee may decide, and except 
as otherwise provided, the Rules of the Board shall 
be applicable in the conduct of all committee 
meetings whenever practicable. Each committee 
may, by a majority vote of its members, adopt such. 

· additional rules, not in conflict with these rules, as it 
may consider necessary for the conduct or 
consideration of any business referred to such 
committee. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Presentation Priority. The sponsor or 
his/her designee of the legislation shall be accorded 
priority in addressing the committee. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Timing of Committee Recommendations. When 
state or local law requires the Board to act by a 
certain date, or when the Board for legislative 
reasons desires to act by a certain date, the Board · 
may refer legislation to a committee with direction to 
return the legislation to the Board by a specified 
date. In the event a committee does not take timely 
action, the Clerk of the Board shall place the 
legislation on the agenda of the full Board, with the 
Board sitting as a Committee of the Whole; in order 
to meet the required date of action by the Board 
pursuant to state and local laws. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

· Applicable Rules. Except that the privilege of the 
floor may be granted by the committee chair or as 
a majority of the committee may decide, and 
except as otherwise provided, the Rules of the 
Board shall be applicable in the conduct of all 
committee meetings whenever practicable. Each 
committee may, by a majority vote of its members, 
adopt such additional rules, not in conflict with 
these rules, as it may consider necessary for the 
conduct or consideration of any business referred 
to such committee. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.39. 
3.21 Number not used Committee Consent Agenda. Any committee chair, in 

reviewing matters to be included in a committee agenda, 
will determine whether there are routine, non-controversial 
items WA-i-GR that would be appropriate for inclusion in a 
consent agenda section. VlJl::ieA a eeAseAt ageAEla is 
utilizeEI, it sl::iall be sl::iewA as a siAgle m1mbereEI item. 
Tbese matters will be acted ugon b~ a single rgll call vgte. 
Ibece will be ng segarate discussion of tbese items unless 
a Suge1Yisot so teguests in wbicb e~ent tbe mattet sball 
be removed f[Qm tbe Consent Aget1ga and considered as a 
separate item 

Section Current Rules of Order "Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.40 
3.22 Number not used Committee Hearings on Major Policy Issues Deferred 

for 30 Days. When a measure is introduced which 
would create or revise major City policy, the committee to 
which the measure is assigned shall not consider the 
measure until at least 30 days after the day of introduction. 
The provisions Of this rule shall not apply to the routine 

,_ operations of the departments of the City, or when a legal 
time limit controls the hearing timing. The determination of 
whether a measure involves a major policy issue shall, 
initially be made by the Clerk of the Board, subject to 
reversal by the President of the Board. The provisions of 
this rule are in addition to the requirements of Rule .3....3.3. 
which requires, with exceptions, that a proposed 
amendment to the Municipal Code or Administrative Code 
be available to the public for seven days prior to receiving 
a recommendation by a Board committee. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Consent Agenda. Any 
committee chair, in reviewing matters to be 
included in a committee agenda, will 
determine whether there are routine, non-
controversial items that would be 
appropriate for inclusion in a consent 
agenda section. These matters will be acted 
upon by a single roll call vote. There will be 
no separate discussion of these items 
unless a Supervisor so requests, in which 
event the matter shall be removed from the 
Consent Agenda and considered as a 
separate item. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Hearings on Major Policy 
Issues Deferred for 30 Days. When a 
measure is introduced which would create 
or revise major City policy, the committee to 
Which the measure is assigned shall not 
consider the measure until atleast 30 days 
after the day of introduction. The provisions 
of this rule shall not apply to the routine 
operations of the departments of the City, or 
when a legal time limit controls the hearing 
timing. The determination of whether a 
measure involves a major policy issue shall 
initially be made by the Clerk of the Board, 
subject to reversal by the President of the 
Board. The provisions of this rule are in 
addition to the requirements of Rule 3.33 
which requires, with exceptions, that a 
proposed amendment to the Municipal 
Code or Administrative Code be available to 
the public for seven days prior to rec~iving a 
recommendation by a Board committee. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules f~evisions 

Moved from old 5.41 
3.23 Number not used Action or) )i\rtlendments to 

Administrative Code Involving Land 
Use or Planning Deferred for 30 Days. 
Upon introduction, ~ny legislation 
containing significant amendments to the 
Administrative Code involving issues 
related to planning or land use shall be 
referred to the Planning Department for 
review and comment. Neither the Board, 
nor any committee of the Board, may act 
on such legislation until 30 days after the 
date of introduction. The determination of 
whether a measure involves a significant 
amendment to the Administrative Code 
involving a land use or planning issue 
shall initially be made by the Clerk of the 
Board, subject to reversal by the President 
of the Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.25 
3.24 Number not used General Plan Amendments. When 

proposed general plan amendments are · 
received from the Planning Commission, 
the. Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer 
the amendments to the committee which 
considers land use issues since the Board 
is required by Section 4.105 of the Charter 
to act within 90 day~, or the proposed 
amendments shall be deemed approved. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Action on Amendments to 
Administrative Code Involving Land Use 
or Planning Deferred for 30 Days. Upon 
introduction, any legislation containing 
significant amendments to the 
Administrative Code involving issues 
related to planning or land use shall be 
referred to the Planning Department for 
review and comment. Neither the Board, 
nor any committee of the Board, may act 
on such legislation until _30 days after the 
date of introduction. The determination of 
whether a measure involves a significant 
amendment to the Administrative Code 
involving a land use or planning issue shall 
initially be made by the Clerk of the Board, 
subject to reversal by the President of the 
Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

General Plan Amendments. When 
proposed general plan amendments are 
received from the Planning Commission, 
the Clerk of the Board shall promptly refer 
the amendments to the committee which 
considers land use issues since the Board 
is required by Section 4.105 of the Charter 
to act within 90 days, or the proposed 
amendments shall be deemed approved. 

CX) 
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Section Current Rules of Order Propo$ed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.6 
3.25 Number not used Fiscal Committees. In accordance with 

Administrative Code Section 2.6- 3 
concerning fiscal impact, the Government 
Audits and Oversight Committee and the 
Budget and Finance Committee shall each 
be a "fiscal committee'' of the Board and 
the other committees of the Board, solely 
for the purpose of considering grants to 
the City within their subject areas, shall 
also be considered "fiscal committees". 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Fiscal Committees. In accordance with 
Administrative Code Sect.ion 2.6-3 
concerning fiscal impact, the Government 

. Audits and Oversight Committee and the 
Budget and Finance Committee shall each 
be a "fiscal committee" of the Board and the 
other committees of the Board, solely for 
the purpose of considering grants to the 
City within their subject areas, shall also be 
considered "fiscal committees". 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Ru!es Revisions 

Moved from old 5.1 
3.25.1 Number not used Budget and Finance Committee. The 

Budget and Finance Committee shall be 
referred appropriation ordinances, and 
measures concerning bond issues, taxes, 
fees and other revenue measures, 
redevelopment, and real estate. The 
Budget and Finance Committee shall also 
be referred the annual appropriation and 
annual salary ordinances. The Budget 
and Finance Committee shall hold a public 
hearing on the Mayor's budget instructions 
to City Departments for each annual City 

. budget after the instructions are released. 

The Budget and Finance Committee shall 
be comprised of three full-time members 
except that beginning on March 1 of each 
year the committee shall be comprised of 

- five members and shall remain a 
committee of five members until the Board 
of Supervisors adopts the annual 
appropriation and salary ordinances. 
Following the adoption of the annual 
appropriation and salary ordinances by the 
Board, the committee will be reduced to 
the three full-time members. 

Beginning on March 1 of each year, and 
until the Board adopts the annual salary 
and appropriation ordinar,ces, there shall 
be a subcommittee df the Budget and 
Finance Committee consisting of three 
members. Unless otherwise, designated 
by the President, the members of the 
subcommittee shall be the full-time 
members of the Budget and Finance 
Committee. The subcommittee may 
consider any matters assigned to the 
Budget and Finance Committee except the 
annual appropriation and salary 
ordinances or the Mayor's budget 
instructions. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Budgetand Finance Committee. The 
Budget and Finance Committee shall be 
referred appropriation ordinances, and 
measures concerning bond issues, taxes, 
fees and other revenue measures, 
redevelopment, and real estate. The 
Budget.and Finance Committee shall also 
be referred the annual appropriation and 
annual salary ordinances. The Budget and 
Finance Committee shall hold a public 
hearing on the Mayor's budget instructions 
to City Departments for each annual City 
budget after the instructions are released . 

The Budget and Finance Committee shall 
be comprised of three full-time members 
except that beginning on March 1 of each 
year the committee shall be comprised of 
five members and shall remain a committee 
of five members until the Board adopts the 
annual appropriation and salary ordinances. 
Following the adoption of the annual 
appropriation and salary ordinances by the 
Board, the committee will be reduced to the 
three full-time members. 

Beginning on March 1 of each year, and 
until the Board adopts the annual salary 
and appropriation ordinances, there shall be 
a subcommittee of the Budget and Finance 
Committee consisting of three members. 
Unless otherwise designated by the 
President, the members of the 
subcommittee shall be the full-time 

· members of the Budget and Finance 
Committee. The subcommittee may 
consider any matters assigned to the 
Budget and Finance Committee except the 
annual appropriation and salary ordinances 

. or the Mayor's budget instructions. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.2 
3.25.2 Number not used Government Audit and Oversight 

Committee. The Government Audit and 
Oversight Committee shall be referred 
labor agreements, Civil Grand Jury 
Reports, and audits of City departments 
arid agencies. The Government Audit and 
Oversight Committee shall oversee the 
managelT)ent audits, audit schedules, and 
approval of the audit schedule. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.16 
3.25.3. Number not used Management Audits. It is the policy of 

the Board that each program of the City 
aAEI Ge1:1Aty and.Jbe Sw:::cessor Agem::~ to 
the San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency (over whose budget the Board 
has jurisdiction) be the subject of a 
performance or management audit at 
least once every eight years. It shall be 
the function of these audits to ensure that 
City departments and the agency make 
prudent and efficient use of City resources 
and that tlie departments and agency 
effectively perform the functions assigned 
. to them by the Charter and applicable 
laws. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Government Audit and Oversight 
Committee. The Government Audit and 
Oversight Committee shall be referred labor 
agreements, Civil Grand Jury Reports, and 
audits of City departments and agencies. 
The Government Audit and Oversight 
Committee shall oversee the management 
audits, audit schedules, and approval of the 
audit schedule. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Management Audits. It is the policy of the 
Board that each program of the City and the 
Successor Agency to the San Francisco 
Redevelopment Agency (over whose budget 
the Board has jurisdiction) be the subject of a 
performance or management audit at least 
once every eight years. It shall be the function 
of these audits to ensure that City departments 
and the agency make prudent and efficient use 

·of City resources and that the departments and 
agency effectively perform the functions 
assigned to them by the Charter and 
applicable laws . 

T'"" 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.17 
3.25.4 Number not used Audit Schedule. No later than the 15th of 

January each year, the Budget Analyst 
and the Controller shall submit to the 
Board a proposed schedule of 
performance and management audits to 
be conducted of programs of City aR€I-
County departments and the agency. 
Priorities to be used in developing the 
proposed schedule shall include programs 
that have never undergone a management 
audit, programs that have gone the 
longest period of time since their last 
management audit, and such other criteria 
as may be approved by the .Government 
Audit and Qvf;lrsight Committee. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.18 
3.25.5 Number not used Approval of 8udit Schedule. The Board 

shall review arid approve by resolution the 
schedule of performance and 
management audits within 60 days of its 
receipt. Prior to approving the proposed 
audit schedules the Board may modify, 
add, or delete items from the schedule. 
Nothing in these rules, however, shall 
restrict the Controller from conducting ·an 
audit of any program or department at any 
time. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Audit Schedule. No later than the 15th of 
January each year, the Budget Analyst and 
the Controller shall submit to the Board a 
proposed schedule of performance and 
management audits to be conducted of 
programs of City departments and the 
agency. Priorities to be used in developing 
the proposed schedule shall include 
programs that have never undergone a 
management audit, programs that have 
gone the longest period of time since their 
last management audit, and such other 
criteria as may be approved by the 
Government Audit and Oversight 
c;:ommittee. 

Cleaned Rules.Revisions 

Approval of Audit Schedule. The Board 
shall review and approve by resolution the 
schedule of performance and management 
audits within 60 days of its receipt. Prior to 
approving the proposed audit schedules the 
Board may modify, add, or delete items 
from the schedule. Nothing in these rules, 
however, shall restrict the Controller from 
conducting an audit of any program or 
department at any time. 

N 
00 
00 
,-



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rtiles Revisions 

Moved from old 5.3 
3.26 Number not used Rules Committee. The Rules Committee 

shall be referred measures concerning 
appointments, ballot measures-and ballot 
arguments, Charter amendments, 
amendmerits to the Administrative Code, 
Board Rules of Order, and settlement of 
claims, litigation, and rewards. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.38 
3.26.1 Number not used Amendments to the Rules of Order. All 

proposed amendments to the Rules of 
Order shall be referred to the Rules 
Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation. An amendment to the 
Rules of Order may be adopted by the 
affirmative recorded vote of two-thirds of 
the Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order Propo~ed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.4 
3.27 Number not used City Operations and Neighborhood 

Servic~s Committee. The City 
Operations and Neighborhood Services 
Committee shall be referred measures 
related to public works, infrastructure, 
traffic and parking control, parks and 
recreation, utilities, public protection, 
delinquency prevention, public health, 
emergency services, seniors, the 
disabled, children and their families. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Rules Committee. The Rules Committee 
shall be referred measures concerning 
appointments, ballot measures, Charter 
amendments, amendments to the 
Administrative Code, Board Rules of Order, 
and settlement of claims, litigation, and 
rewards. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Amendments to the Rules of Order. All 
proposed amendments to the Rules of 
Order shall be referred to the Rules 
Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation. An amendment to the 
Rules of Order may be adopted by the 
affirmative recorded vote of two-thirds of the 
Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

City Operations and Neighborhood 
Services Committee. The City Operations 
and Neighborhood Services Committee 
shall be referred measures related to public 
works, infrastructure, traffic and parking 
control, parks and recreation, utilities, public 
protection, delinquency prevention, public 
health, emergency services, seniors, the 
disabled, children and their families. 

CV) 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed. Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.5 
3.28 Number not used Land Use and Economic Development 

Committee. The Land Use and 
Economic Development Committee shall 
be referred measures related to housing, 
land use, zoning, planning, rent control, 
economic develbpment, resident 
employment, workforce training and 
placement, transportation, the Municipal 

, Railway, Homele$sness and the 
environment. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.8 
3.29 Number not used Public Safety Committee. The Public 

Safety Cdmrr1ittee shall be referred 
measures related to the City's 
coordination, strategies, policies, 
programs, and budgetary actions 
surrounding public safety. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.26 
3.30 Number not used Select Committees. The Board, by 

. motion, may create select committees 
after such motion has been referred to the 
Rules Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation to the Board. Each 
select committee shall consist of three 
Supervisors. Each motion creating a 
select committee shall specify: a) a clear, 
simple, narrow, single statement of 
purpose, and b) a termination date or a 
period of time during which the committee 
shall be in operation, which time shall 
commence upon the appointment of its 
membership. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Land Use and Economic Development 
Committee. The Land Use and Economic 
Development Committee shall be referred 
measures related to housing, land use, 
zoning, planning, rent control, economic 
development, resident employment, 
workforce training and placement, 
transportation, the Municipal Railway, 
homelessness and the environment. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Public Safety· Committee. The Public 
Safety Committee shall be referred 
measure~ related to the City's 
coordination, strategies, policies, 
programs, and budgetary actions 
surrounding public safety. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Select Committees. The Board, by 
motion, may create select committees after 
such motion has been referred to the Rules 
Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation to the Board. Each select 
committee shall consist of three 
Supervisors. Each motion creating a 
select committee shall specify: a) a clear, 
simple, narrow, single statement of 
purpose, and b) a termination date or a 
period of time during which the committee 
shall be in operation, ·which time shall 
commence upon the appointment of its 
membership. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5. 7 
3.31 Number not used Joint City aild School District Select 

Committee. The Joint City and School 
District Select Committee shall be referred 
measures concerning issues of mutual 
interest that affect the City and the School 
District, its employees, its students, and 
the families of its students, including the 
issue of the public use of School District 
facilities, and shall terminate on, or before, 
March 1, 2013. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.25 
3.32 Number not used . Joint Committees. When a matter 

cannot adequately be considered by a 
single committee, and the President 
determines that a joint committee will give 
more appropriate consideration to a 
matter, the President may refer a matter to 
a joint committee. For the purpose of 
determining a quorum and other 
parliamentary decisions, a meeting of a 
joint committee shall not be considered as 
a joint meeting of two separate 
committees, but shall be considered as a 
meeting of a single committee which 
consists of the members of two standing 
committees. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Joint City and School District Select 
Committee. The Joint City and School 
District Select Committee shall be referred 
measures concerning issues of mutual 
interest that affect the City and the School 
District, its employees, its students, and 
the families of its students, including the 
issue of the public use of School District 
facilities, and shall terminate on, or before, 
March 1, 2013. · 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Joint Committees. When a matter cannot 
adequately be considered by a single 
committee, and the President determines 
that a joint committee will give more 
appropriate consideration to a matter, the 
President may refer a matter to a joint 
committee. For the purpose of determining 
a quorum and other parliamentary 
decisions, a meeting of a joint committee 
shall not be considered as a joint meeting 
of two separate committees, but shall be 
considered as a meeting of a single 
committee which consists of the members 
of two standing committees. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

· Committee Process 
3.33 Number not used Moved from old 2.14 ancl old 5.27 Combined and Revised 

Committee Hearing and Action. Legislation assigned to a 
committee requires .amajority of the three members of a 
committee in ·ordec to be sent to tbe full Board, as introduced, 
or as amended by the committee. The committee, to which a 
measure is referred, shall, after posting, publishing and . 
noticing of the committee agenda, 13y tl'le GleFI~ of tl=le BoaFEI, 
hold a public hearing or hearings on the measure. +l=le 
committee may FecommenEI to tl=le BoaFEI tl=le enactment OF 

Elef'eat of' Sl:lCR meas1:1m, OF may amens Sl:lCR measl:lFe, anEl 
may tal~e sl:lcR otl'!eF action 1NitR Fest3ect tl:ieFeto as is 

- necessaFy anEl f3FOf3eF l:lnEleF tl'le Fl:lles OF law. +Re committee 
· may also f'or.vmEl to tl:ie BoaFd witl:iol:lt committee 

rncommenElation a measl:lFe. 
A committee shall not forward a recommendation to the Board 
concerning a measure which would amend or add to the 
administrative or municipal codes or the Charter unless: 

(a) Proposed text of the basic measure has been available 
in the Board file for public inspection at least seven 
days prior to its hearing or; 

(b) The committee or the Board finds that the measure is 
of an urgent nature and that the public has not been 
significantly disadvantaged by the lack of availability of 
the text; or 

(c) The committee originates a msasure after holding a 
hearing when notice of the hearing included not merely 
the subjectmatter but a description of the substance of 
the potential legislation. 

The Clerk of the Board shall indicate by appropriate notation 
on committee agendas such measures which have not been 
available for the required one week. Nothlng in this rule shall 
be construed to prohibit a committee from forwarding a 
measure which the committee has amended when the 
amendments are within the same subject as the measure 
available for public inspection. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Hearing. Legislation 
assigned to a committee requires a 
majority of the three members of a 
committee in order to be sent to the 
full Board, as introduced, or as 
amended by the committee. The 
committee, to which a measure is 
referred, shall, after posting, 
publishing, and noticing of the 
committee agenda, hold a public 

. hearing or hearings on the measure. 
A committee shall not forward a 
recommendation to the Board 
concerning a measure which would 
amend or add to the administrative or 
municipal codes or the Charter 
unless: 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rule$ Revisions 

Moved from old 5.27 and revised 
3.34 Number not used Committee Action. be§islatien assi§AeEI 

tea ceA'IA'liUee retiuires a A'lajerity ef U1e 
tl=lree A'leffisers ef a ceR'lA'liUee in erEler te 
be seAt te the full Board, as introEluceEI, or 
as aA'lenEleEI sy the ceA'IA'litte&.- A 
committee may send legislation to the full 
Board with its recommendation, or without 
recommendation, or with a 
recommendation of do not pass. Other 
committee actions include: amend the 
A'leasure legislation, continue to a 
specified future meeting date, continue to 
the call of the chair, table, or file a hearing 
request. The committee A'lay receA'!A'lend 
te tl=le BearEI th.e eAactA'leAt er defeat ef 
such A'l~asurb, er A'l,"1:f aA'!eAd such 
A'!easure, and may take such other action 
with respect thereto as is necessary and 
proper under the rules or law. +J:i.e 
GOA'IA'littee A'lay alse ferware to the Beard 
\Nitl=leut ceA'IA'littee receA'IA'IOAElatien a 
A'leasure. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Action. A committee may 
send legislation to the full Board with its 
recommendation, or without 

.. recommendation, or with a 
recommendation of do not pass. Other 
committee actions include: amend the 
legislation, continue to a specified future 
meeting date, continue to the call of the 
chair, table, or file a hearing request. The 
committee may take such other action with 
respect thereto as is necessary and proper 
under the rules or law. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

3.35 Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.31.2 
-Failure of a Committee to Hear within 
30 Days. Should a measure that has 
been referred to committee not be heard 
within 30 days from the date of such 
reference, any Supervisor mray, at any 
subsequent Board meeting call for said 
measure to be presented to the Board, 
provided, however, that the Supervisor 
has requested a hearing for the item in 
writing from the 0hair of the committee to 
which the item has' been referred. Upon 
receipt of such written notice the Clerk of 
the Board shall notify the committee chair. 
This request SRBtl-lG shall be submitted on 
the Introduction Form during Roll Call for 
Introductions. If the item is not included 
on the committee's next published 
agenda following such a request, it will be 
included on the 1;1genda of the Board's 
next regular meeting with the Board sitting 
as a Committee of the Whole. If the 
President has determined that a measure 
creates or revises major City policy (Rule 
3.22), then the 30-day period provided for 
in this Rule (Rule 3.35) shall not begin to 
run until the 30-day period imposed by the 
President (Rule 3.22) has expired .. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Failure of a Committee to Hear within 30 
Days. Should a measure that has been 
referred to committee not be hE!ard within 
30 days from the date of such reference, 
any Supervisor may, at any subsequent 
Board meeting call for said measure to be 
presented to the Board, provided, however, 
that the Supervisor has requested a hearing 
for the item in writing from the chair of the 
committee to which the item has been 
referred. Upon receipt of such written notice 
the Clerk of the Board shall notify the 
committee chair. This request shall be 
submitted on the Introduction Form during 
Roll Call for Introductions. If the item is not 
included on the committee's next published 
agenda following such a request, it will be 
included on the agenda of the Board's next 
regular meeting with the Board sitting as a 
Committee of the Whole. If the President 
has determined that a measure creates or 
revises major City policy (Rule 3.22), then 
the 30-day period provided for in this Rule 
(Rule 3.35) shall not begin to run until the 
30-day period imposed by the President 
(Rule 3.22) has expired. 

CX) -
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Proposed Rules Revision·s Section Current Rules of Order 
. . I 

3.36 Number not used Failure of a Committee to Act within 30 
Days. Should the committee to which a 
measure has been referred not report 
such measure to the Board within 30 days 
from the date of such reference, four or 
more Supervisors may, at any subsequent 
Board meeting may call for said measure 

I . 

to be presenteld to the Board by inclusion 
on the agend~ of its_next regular meeting 
following that at which the call is made. 
This reguest sl=loo-kl- shall be submitted on 
the lotroduc:tion Fo[m duriog Roll Call fQ[ 

Introductions. If the President has 
determined that a measure creates or 
revises major City policy (Rule 3.22), then 
the 30-day period provided for in this Rule 
(Rule 3.36) shall not begin to run until the 
30-day period imposed by the President 
(Rule 3.22) has expired. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.32 
3.37 Number not used The Board May Call a Measure from 

Committee. The Board by majority vote 
may order, by written motion, that a 
measure which has been referred to · 
committee be returned to the Board at its 
next meeting. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Failure of a Committee to Act within 30 
Days. Should the committee to which a 
measure has been referred not report such 
measure to the Board within 30 days from 
the date of such reference, four or more 
Supervisors, at any subsequent Board 
meeting may call for said measure to be 
presented to the Board by inclusion on the 
agenda of its next regular meeting following 
that at which the call is made. T_his request 
shall be submitted on the Introduction Form· 
during Roll Call for Introductions. If the 
President has determined that a measure 
creates or revises major City policy (Rule 
3.22), then the 30-day period provided for in 
this Rule (Rule 3.36) shall not begin to run 
until the 30-day period imposed by the 
President (Rule 3.22) has expired. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

The Board May Call a Measure from 
Committee. The Board by majority vote 
may order, by written motion, that a 
measure which has been referred to 
committee be returned to the Board at its 
next meeting. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Propo,sed Rules Revis-ions 

Moved from old 5.34 
3.38 Number not used Notice of Call from Committee. When a 

measure is called out of .committee 
pursuant to thi&-FU-le, the clerk of the 
committee shall notify by mail all 
ascertainable interested parties, who have 
Qrovided contact ioformatioo that the 
measure has been called out of committee 
and will be considered by the Board on a 
specified date. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.33 
3.39 Number not used Calling an Emergency Measure from 

Committee. At the expiration of five days 
from the date of reference to committee of 
an emergency ordinance measure in the 
nature of a proposed ordinance, any 
Supervisor may call for said emergency 
measure ancl require that the Clerk or the 
Board include such measure on the 
agenda for the next regular meeting of the 
full Board. subsequent to such call. Such 
call shall be directed, in writing, to the 
Clerk of the Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Notice of Call from Committee. When a 
measure is called out of committee, the 
clerk of the committee shall notify by mail all 
interested parties, who have provided 
contact information, that the measure has 
been called out of committee and will be 
considered by the Board on a specified 
date. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Calling an Emergency Measure from 
Committee. At the expiration of five days 
from the date of reference to committee of 
an emergency ordinance, any Supervisor 
may call for said emergency measure and 
require that the Clerk of the Board include 
such measure on the agenda for the next 
regular meeting of the full Board. Such call 
shall be directed, in writing, to the Clerk of 
the Board. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5,36 
3.40 Number not used Filing of Inactive Matters. Before a 

matter ar;mears oo an ageoda for 
consideration. the Supervisor sponsoring a 
measure or requesijng g hearing, aAEl tl=le 
chair to wl=lich it has beeA assigAed, must 
inform the Clerk of th.e Board, in writing, 
tJ:ley if he/she deems the matter to be 
inactive, and the Clerk of the Board shall 
file the matter. If a matter is Qn an_a_genda. 
.actiQn must be tak_en_b_l( the r:;Qmmittee IQ 
table or file the meas.ure~ Such matters 
may be reactivated as provided in these 
rules. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 5.37 
3.41 Number not used Filing Inactive Matters· After Six 

Months. If a matter measure (otl=ler tl=laA 
a Charter ameAdmOfttt-or a heariAg 
request referred to committee has not 
been heard by the committee for any five 
consecutive calendar months, the Clerk of 
the Board shall note on the next 
committee pending list that unless the 
item is heard the following month it ts will 
he deemed to be inactive and shall be 
filed by the Clerk of the Board, who shall 
make an appropriate note.on the 
legislative history recprd of such filing. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Filing of Inactive Matters. Before a 
matter appears on an agenda for 
consideration, the Supervisor sponsoring a 
measure or requesting a hearing, must 
inform the Clerk of the Board, in writing, if 
he/she deems the matter to be inactive, 
and the Clerk of the Board shall file the 
matter. If a matter is on an agenda, action 
must be taken by the committee to table or 
file the measure. Such matters may be 
reactivated as provided in these rules. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
' 

Filing Inactive Matters After Six Months. 
If a matter referred to committee has not 
been heard by the committee for any five 

· consecutive calendar months, the Clerk of 
the Board shall note on the next committee 
pending list that unless the item is heard 
the following month it will be·deemed to be 
inactive and shall be filed by the Clerk of· 
the Board, who shall make an appropriate 
note on the legislative history record of 
such filing. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

3.42 Number not used 
Moved from old 5.23 
Reactivating of Tabled or Filed Items. 
After a committee has tabled or filed a 
measure, any S\Jpervisor within the 
following 12 months may call, at any 
subsequent Board meeting, for the 
measure to be reactivated by inclusion on 
the pending list of the committee to which it 
had previously been referred. This request 
&OOH-I-El- sgall be submitted Qn the 
lntmdw::;tiQn FQrm during B.QII Call fQr 
lntmductiQns.. Any such measure may 
then bE) h~ard, if scheduled by the 
committee chair or by the committee, at a 
committee hepring held not earlier than six 
days after the reactivating call. In addition 
to the usual heF1ring notice, notice of such 
hearings shall be sent to .all persons who 
testified at the previous hearing, if contact 
information was . .r;im_vided to the committee 
clerk. te tRe e~Etent tReiF names anEI 
aEIElrnsses arn availasle te tRe sernrnittee 
el6*-

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Reactivating of Tabled or Filed Items. 
After a committee has tabled or filed a 
measure, any Supervisor within the 
following 12 months may call, at any 
subsequent Board meeting, for the measure 
to be reactivated by inclusion on the 
pending list of the committee to which it had 
previously been referred. This request shall 
be submitted on the Introduction Form 
during Roll Call for Introductions. Any such 
measure may then be heard,· if scheduled 
by the committee chair or by the committee, 
at a committee hearing held not earlier than 
six days aher the reactivating call. In 
addition to the usual hearing notice, notice 
of such hearings shall be sent to all persons 
who testified at the previous hearing, if 
contact information was provided to the 
committee clerk. ('J 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
4.1 Quorum. A quorum for the transaction of Baaed Meeting Agendas: easting, 

official business shall consist of six eublisbing 1 and hiloticing. Agendas of 
Supervisors, but a smaller number may the Board of Sur;iervisors are r;iosted at tbe 
adjourn from time to time and compel the Sao Francisco Maio Libra~ aod oo the 
attendance of absent Supervisors in the BQard's lsiosls io Cit~ l:lall. Ageodas are 
manner and subject to penalties to be also gublisbed oo tbe Board's website Z2 
provided by ordinance. bours grior to the meetiog A summa~ 

ootice iocludiog tbe date time glace and . 
locatiolJ of details regarding items to be 
coosideted at the meeting is gublisbed in · 
the Sao Eraocisco official oewsgager 36 
hours Q[ior to a [egular Boai:d meeting and 
24 bours grior to a sgecial BQard meeting. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.2 
4.2 Rights of Supervisors Less than . Regular Meetings of the Board. The 

Quorum. In the absence ofa quorum, no Board shall hold a regular me~ting in the 
official action shall be taken by the · Cha.mber in City Hall each week at 2:00 
Supervisors present except to order a call p.m. on Tuesday, unless it is a holiday or 
of the Board, to recess or to ,adjourn the da)L fQllowiog a holida~. lo December 

of eacb ~ear, tbe Board sball b~ written 
motioo agi;ico·1m a regular meetiog 
schedule for the following ~ear. The 
scbedule shall include both a summer aod 
winter recess ..and , in which case the 
meeting shall-ee-eanc--elJ.e4 The Board 
shall not meet during the week after 
Thanksgivihg or between December 24 
and December 31, inclusive. 
Recess ~cheEl1:1le. +he BeaFEl shall 13e in a 
Fecess foF a i::ieFioEl Elt1Fin§ U'le winteF anEl 
St1FRFR8F FROntRS. IA QeceFR98F eacR yeaF, 
the Board, ey written rnotion, shall approve 
U1e rncess sci:'leElt1le. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Board Meeting Agendas: Posting, 
Publishing, and Noticing. Agendas of the 
Board of Supervisors are posted at the San 
Francisco Main Library and on the Board's 
kiosk in City Hall. Agendas are also 
published on the Board's website 72 hours 
prior to the meeting. A summary notice 
including the date, time, place, and location 
of details regarding items to be considered 
at the meeting, is published in the San 
Francisco official newspaper 36 hours prior 
to a regular Board meeting and 24 hours 
prior to a special Board meeting. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Regular Meetings of the Board. The Board 
shall hold a regular meeting in the Chamber 
in City Hall each week at 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, unless it is a holiday or the day 
following a holiday. In December of each 
year, the Board shall by written motion 
approve a regular meeting schedule for the · 
following year. The schedule shall include 
both a summer and winter recess. The 
Board shall not meet during the week after 
Thanksgiving or between December 24 and 
December 31, inclusive. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

4.2.1 Number not used 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.3 Call of the Board. Whether there is a 
quorum or not, upon a call of the Board, 
those absent Supervisors who have not 
been excused shall be sent for by the 
President of the Board and brought to the 
Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms or by 
special messengers appointed for the 
purpose. A call of the Board may be 
dispensed with at any time by a majority 
vote of the Supervisors present. An 
adjournment puts an end to all 
proceedings in the call. During a call of the 
Board, when there is a quorum present, 
business may be transacted as usual, 
except that no action shall be taken with 
respect to the matter in connection with 
which the call was made. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Move from old 4.36 
Holiday Schedule. During holiday 
periods, the qpplication of specific days of 
the week described in these rules shall be 
revised by the Clerk of the Board as 
necessary 'for the efficient conduct of the 
legislative process. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved froin old 6,3 
Special Meetings of the Board. A 
special meeting of the Board may be 
called at any time by the President ef--sai-El-
&afEI., or by a majority of the Board, as 
specified in Section 2.8 of the San 
Francisco Administrative Code. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Holiday Schedule. During holiday periods, 
the application of specific days of the week 
described in these rules shall be revised by 
the Clerk of the Board as necessary for the 
efficient conduct of the legislative process: 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Special Meetings of the Board. A special 
meeting of the Board may be called at any 
time by the President, or by a majority of 
the Board, as specified in Section 2.8 of the 
San Francisco Administrative Code. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.39 
4.4 Maintaining a Quorum No Supervisor Recessed Meetings. When the Board, or 

shall leave the Board meeting while in one of its committees, recesses a meeting 
session if the departure will cause the loss to a time that is more than 12 hours later 
of a quorum. than the beginning of the initial recess, the 

following shall occur: 

(a) The Board or committee shall 
decide, by a motion approved by a 
majority of the quorum, which 
matters will be considered at the 
reconvened meeting. 

(b) The Board or committee shall then 
direct tbe Clerk of tbe Board or tbe 
rom..m.illee_ci.filk to process the 
remaining, decided items on the 
agenda as completed business. 

(c:) During the reconvened meeting the 
Board or committee shall not 
consider thm)e already decided 
items. 

This ~ul~ ~,1y not be suspended. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Move from old 6.4 
4.5 Addressing the Board. When a Attendance at the Board Meetings. 

Supervisor desires to address the Board, Unless excused, all Supervisors shall be 
the Supervisor shall request to be in their respective seats at the hour 
recognized by the President. When appointed for each regular, special or 
recognized by the President, the recessed meeting of the Board. No 
Supervisor·shall proceed to speak, Supervisor shall be excused from 
addressing remarks to the President and attendance at a Board meeting except by 
confining discussion to the question before a vote of the majority of the Supervisors 
the Board. present or from a portion of the meeting 

by the President. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Recessed Meetings. When the Board, or 
one of its committees, recesses a meeting 
to a time that is more than 12 hours later 
than the beginning of the initial recess, the 
following shall occur: 

(a) The Board or committee shall 
decide, by a motion approved by 
a majority of the quorum, which 
matters will be considered at the 
reconvened meeting. 

(b) The Board or committee shall 
then direct the Clerk of the Board 
or the committee clerk to process 
the remaining, decided items on 
the agenda as completed 
business. 

(c) During the reconvened meeting 
the Board or committee shall not 
consider those already decided 
items. 

This Rule may not be suspended. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Attendance at the Board Meetings. 
Unless excused, all Supervisors shall be in 
their respective seats at the hour a·ppointed 
for each regular, special or recessed 
meeting of the Board. No Supervisor shall 
be excused from attendance at a Board 
meeting except by a Vote of the majority of . 
the Supervisors present or from a portion of 
the meeting by the President. 
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Section 

4.6 

Section 

4.7 

t.. 

Current Rules of Order 

Supervisor Entitled to Floor. On agenda 
items, Supervisors shall be recognized in 
this order: chair of the committee before 
which legislation has been heard, a 
Supervisor sponsoring the legislation, 
other Supervisors in the order the 
President has noticed them seeking 
recognition. 

Current Rules of Order 

Limitations on Speaking. 
A Supervisor shall not speak more than 
twice in any one debate on the same 
subject, and at the same · stage of the 
proceeding, without the consent of a 
majority of the Supervisors present. 
Supervisors who have once spoken on a 
particular matter shall not again be entitled 
to the floor so long as any Supervisor who 
has not spoken desires to speak. After 
obtaining the floor, no Supervisor shall be 
allowed to speak more than 10 minutes on 
any question, except by permission of a 
majority of the Supervisors present. 

P_roposed Rules Revisions 

Move from old 6.19 
Meeting Absences. Each Supervisor 
shall notify the President, affected 
committee chairs, and the Clerk of the 
Board in writing of all anticipat~d 
absences from Board and committee 
meetings. "on forms to be provided by the 
Cieri< of the. Board." 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.1 
Call to Order and Roll Call. The 

· President of the Boar:EI- shall preside at all 
meetings, and shall call each regular, 
adjourned, recessed or i:lpecial meeting to 
order at the appointed hour. Immediately 
after the call to order, the Clerk of the 
Board shall call the roll of the Board and 
record those present and those absent, 
and shall enter into the minutes the names 
of those Supervisors present and absent at 
the first roll call as well as the names and 
time of appearance of those Supervisors 
who arrive subsequent to the first roll call. 
In the absence of the President, the Clerk 
of the Board shall call the roll at the time 
appointed for the meeting and the Board 
shall appoint a presiding officer pro 
tempore from among the Supervisors 
present. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Meeting Absences. Each Supervisor shall 
notify the President, affected committee 
chairs, and the Clerk of the Board in writing 
of all anticipated absences from Board and 
committee meetings. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Call to Order and Roll Call. The 
President shall preside at all meetings, 
and shall call each regular, adjourned, 
recessed or special meeting to order at 
the appointed hour. Immediately after the 
call to order, the Clerk of the· Board shall 
call the roll of the Board and record those 
present and those absent, and shall enter 
into the minutes the nameS' of those 
Supervisors present and absent at the first 
roll call as well as the names and time of 
appearance of those Supervisors who 
arrive subsequent to the first roll call. In 
the absence of the President, the Clerk of 
the Board shall call the roll at the time 
appointed for the meeting and the Board 
shall appoint a presiding officer pro 
tempore from among the Supervisors 
present. 
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Section Ct.Jrrent Rules of Order 

4.8 Action by Motion. Action by motion 
inclµdes parliamentary actions, actions on 
matters which concern only the internal 
functioning of the Board, directives to the 
Clerk of the Board to perform some specific 
act in the line of official duty, directives to 
the several officers or departments of the 
City and County, adoption of the annual 
budget, submission of Charter amendments 
to the electorate, inquiries, actions of a 
ceremonial or commemorative nature, and 
such other actions as may be approved by 
the City Attorney. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.9 Votes Required on Motions. Unless 
otherwise provided by these Rules, a 
motion of a parliamentary nature shall 
require for adoption the affirmative vote of 
a majority of the Supervisors present, there 
being present not less than a quorum. All 
other motions shall require for adoption the 
affirmative vote of"a majority of the full 
Board (six Votes) except as otherwise 
provided by these Rules of Order, the 
Charter, or other applicable law. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.11 
President Pro Tern. The President may 
name any Supervisor to perform the 
duties of the President, but such 
substitutidn$ ~hall not extend beyond 
adjournment. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.2 
Pledge of Allegiance. The President 
shall lead the Board and the audience in 
the pledge of allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

President Pro Tern. The President may 
name any Supervisor to perform the duties 
of the President, but such s.ubstitutions 
shall not extend beyond adjournment. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Pledge of Allegiance. The President shall 
lead the Board and the audience in the 
pledge of allegiance to the flag of the 
United States of America. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

4.10 Withdrawal of Motion. After a motion has 
been stated by the President, it shall be in 
the possession of the Board. After the 
question has been stated and before it is 
acted upon, a motion may be withdrawn by 
the mover thereof, with the consent of a 
majori.ty of the Supervisors present. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.11 Questions of Order. The President shall 
decide all questions of order, subject to 
appeal to the Board by any Supervisor. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.3 
Approval of Meeting IVlinutes .. The Clerk 
of the BQa[d shall make draft meetiog · 
mioutes available the afteroQQn follgwiog 
the meeting da~. /\A aARetateEI ageREla ef 
the vete takeR eA eaeh item sAall se 
available the rnemiAg after eaeh Board 
rneetiAg. A written report (Legislation 
Introduced) of matters newly introduced 
shall be normally available no later than 
two days following each Board meeting. 
A EIFaft of U:ie rneetiAg rnimites shall be 
13rn13areEI withiR ~ G werl{iR§ Elays ef eaeh 
rneetiRg. /\ta subsequeRt rneetiRg, The 
Board shall aggrove by__go oral mgtign, 
ao~ fioal Board minutes that aggear on 
the Board agenda for aggroval. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.4 
Communications. Communications are 
presented on which immediate notice to 
the Board or action by the Board is 
required by law. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Approval of Meeting Minutes. The Clerk 
of the Board shall make draft meeting 
minutes available the afternoon following 
the meeting day. A written report 
(Legislation Introduced) of matters newly 
introduced shall be normally available no . 
later than two days following each Board 
meeting. The Board shall approve by an 
oral motion, any final Board minutes that 
appear on the Board agenda for approval. 

Cll:)aned Rules Revisions 

Communications. Communications are 
presented on which immediate notice to the 
Board or action by the Board is required by 
law. 

co 
m 
co 
T""". 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from 3.9.1 
4.12 Appeal from Decision of President. Any . Mayor's Appearance Before the Board. 

Supervisor who disagrees with the ruling of Ibe second regularly scbeduled meeting 
the President upon any matter, may appeal Qf tbe BQacd sball include an agenda item 
from the decision. When a Supervisor for AetiA§ U1at tbe Mayo['s persQnal 
desires to appeal from the ruling of the appearance WHJ--a.ppear in persen before 
President, such Supervisor shall rise as tbe BQard Tbe President Qf tbe BQar:d 
soon as the decision is made, even though sball communicate tQ tbe Clerls Qf tbe 
another Supervisor holds the floor, and BQatd by 12·00 DQQn oo tbe Wednesday 
without waiting to be recognized, announce priQr to tbeBQa[d meeting if re:mheduling 
an appeal from the decision of the · the Ma~or's ai;n;iearance is necessar~. 
President. An appeal shall be decided Questions and discussiQn shall be limited 
without debate except that the appellant to tbe formal policy matters as set foctb io 
shall state the grounds upon which the Cbacter Section 3 j QQ (Zl and shall be . 
appeafis based. limited tQ items within the jurisdiction of 

tbe MayQr and Board Questions must be 
pce'liously submitted to the Clerk of the 
Board aod the Ma¥or by 12 0000 the 
Wednesday prior to the Board to the 
Mayor's appearance. If a guestioo to the 
MayQr relates to state Qr federal 
legislation a cQpy of said legislation must 
accomQany the guestioo at the time Qf 
submittal by the SupervisQr 
During the MayQr's appearance the Board 
may, by the approl,lal of a supermajority 
vote, move tQ strike a guestion DQSed to 
tbe Mayor aod tbe Mayor oeed oot 
respond +l:ie Beare Aoy Board member, 
with the appmval ofa superrnajority vete, 
may asls a guestion which relates to a 
sudden or uoexQected incident raising 
formal time-sensiti'le guestiQDS relating 
the incident tbat arose e1;1tsiEle after the 
Qrescribed time to submit a guestion to 
tbe Mayor. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
-

Mayor's Appearance Before the Board. 
The second regularly scheduled meeting of 

· the Board shall include an agenda item for 
the Mayor's personal appearance before 
the Board. The President of the Board 
shall communicate to the Clerk of the 
Board, by 12 noon, on the Wednesday 
prior to the Board meeting, if rescheduling 
the Mayor's appearance is necessary. 
Questions and discussion shall be limited 
to the formal policy matters as set forth in 
Charter Section 3.100 (7) and shall be 
limited to items within the jurisdiction of the 
Mayor and Board. Questions must be 
previously submitted to the Clerk of the 
Board and the Mayor by 12 noon the 
Wednesday prior to the Board to the 
Mayor's appearance. If a question to the 
Mayor relates to state or federal legislation, 
a copy of said legislation must accompany 
the question at the time of submittal by the 
Supervisor. During the Mayor's 
appearance the Board may, by the 
approval of a supermajority vote, move to 
strike a question posed to the Mayor and 
the Mayor need not respond: Any Board 
member, with the approval of a 
supermajority, may ask a question which 
relates to a sudden or unexpected incident 
raising formal, time-sensitive questions 
relating to the incident, that arose after the 
prescribed time to submit a question to the 
Mayor. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

4.13 Appeal Consideration. After an appeal 
has been seconded, the President shall 

. state clearly the question at issue and, 
without leaving the chair, may, if the 
President believes it necessary, state the 
reasons for the decision. The question 
shall then be stated as follows: "The 
question before the Board is, shall the 
decision of the President stand as the 
decision of the Board?" In the event of a 
tie vote, the decision of the President shall· 
prevail. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.14. Voting Requirements and Procedure. 
Every Supervisor present when a question 
is put shall vote for or against it, unless 
excused from voting by motion adopted by 
a majority of the Supervisors present or 
prohibited from voting by provision of state 
law because of a conflict of interest, which 
shall be disclosed. 

Proposed R~les Revisions 

New Section 
Becogaitioa of Commeadatioas. 
Tbe general recggoitioo of 
commendations sball occtJr at 2:00 g.m, 
aod sbould reguire oo mgce tban five 
mioutes per reco~ 
Groug recogoitioris sball be noted as a 
Sgecial Order oo tbe Board agenda at ao 
affixe.d..1in:lo be determined b~ fbe Clerk 
of tbe 13oard.' 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.5 
Consent Agenda. Matters of a routine, 
non-controversial nature which require no 
further discussion and only six votes may 
be listed iri a section of the regular 
agenda of the Board called Consent 
Agenda. There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a 
Supervisor so requests, in which event the 
matter shall be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered as a separate · 
item. The Conser1t Agenda will be acted 
upon by a single roll-call vote of the 
Board. Items removed from the Consent 
Agenda may be heard immediately 
following the vote on the rest of the items. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Recognition of Commendations. The 
general recognition of commendations shall 
occur at 2:00 p.m, and should require no 
more than five minutes per recognition. 
Group recognitions shall be noted as a 
Special Order on the Board agenda at an 
affixed time to be determined by the Clerk 
of the Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Consent Agenda. Matters of a routine, 
non-controversial nature which require no 
further discussion and only six votes may 
be listed in a section of the Regular 
Agenda of the Board called Consent 
Agenda. There will be no separate 
discussion of these items unless a 
Supervisor so requests, in which event the 
matter shall be removed from the Consent 
Agenda and considered as a separate 
item. The Consent Agenda will be acted 
upon by a single roll-call vote of the Board. 
Items removed from the ConsentAgenda 
may be heard immediately following the 
vote on the rest of the items. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

4.15 No Absentee Voting. No Supervisor shall 
be permitted to vote upon a question unless 
in the Chamber when the roll is called, or 
before the vote is announced. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.16 Conduct of Supervisors. No Supervisor in 
debate shall, directly or indirectly, by any 
form of words impute to another Supervisor 
or to other Supervisors any conduct or 
motive unworthy or unbecoming a 
Supervisor. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.6 
Old Business. This item includes 
matters Matters include those which were 
previously considered by the.Board, 
continued, amended, or were nQt Qassed 
b~ a uoaoimous ~Qte of the BQard at the 
previQus Board meeting a-aoo 
ordinances. gelete U1e followin§ "otl=ler 
than those on the Gonsent A§enda first 
a1313roved the 13revious weel~." 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.7 
New Business . . This item includes 
legislation reported to the full Board by 
Board committees prior to 9:00 a.m. on 
the Thursday preceding the Tuesday 
Board meeting. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Old Business. This item includes matters 
which were previously considered by the 
Board, continued, amended, or were not 
passed by a unanimous vote of the Board 
at the previous Board meeting. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

New Business. This item includes 
legislation reported to the full Board by 
Board committees prior to 9:00 a.m. on the 
Thursday preceding the Tuesday Board 
meeting. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

.. Moved from old 2.16 
4.17 Vote Explanation. A roll call shall not be Board Action. Unless otherwise 

interrupted for vote explanation or for any .. provided by state law, Charter, or 
other purpose, but a Supervisor may, prior ordinance, the favorable vote of six of the 
to the Galling of the roll, explain a vote (but eleven Supervisors is required to approve 
not when the pending motion is not ordinances, resolutions, or non-
debatable), file in writing an explanation of parliamentary motions. Ordinances 
a vote after the result of the roll call has require consideration at two separate 
been announced or explain a vote orally on meetings with at least five days 
roll call for the introduction of new matters. intervening, a first reading and a final 

passage. Resolutions which have not 
been referred to committee may only be 
adopted by unanimous vote of all 
Supervisors present on the day of their 
introduction. The Clerk of the Board shall 
publish at the rear of the Rules of Order a 
list of actions which require more than a 
majority vote of the Supervisors present. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Board Action. Unless otherwise provided 
by state law, Charter, or ordinance, the 
favorable vote of six of the eleven 
Supervisors is required to approve 
ordinances, resolutions, or non-
parliamentary motions. Ordinances require 
consideration at two separate meetings 
with at least five days intervening, a first 
reading and a final passage. Resolutions 
which have not been referred to committee 
may only be adopted by unanimous vote of 
all Supervisors present on the day of their 
introduction. The Clerk of the Board shall 
publish at the rear of the Rules of Order a 
list of actions which require more than a 
majority vote of the Supervisors present. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.29 
4.18 Reconsideration. The parliamentary Special Times of Business. The Clerk 

motion to reconsider shall not be in order. of the Board shall may schedule public 
A motion to rescind a vote, and then a hearings on appeals commencing at 4;-00 
motion to continue an item to a specific date 3·00 p.m. If meFe tl=lan ene p1::1elie l=leaFin§ 
is in order. en appeal is sel=leEIHleEI feF a geaFEI 

meeting, tl=le Cieri< ef tl=le gearEI in 
eenj1::1neOOA-Witl=l tl:le PrnsiElent is l::IF§eEl te 
Eletermine tl=le erEler--i-n--wl=liel=l tl=le appeals 
1Nill ee sel=leE11;1leEI, anEI tl=ley may sel:leEl1;1le 
seee.nEI anEI later appeals at speeifieEI 
times latertl:lan 4 p.n:i. If a 131;11:llie l=learing 
a1313eal is sel:leEl1;1led later tl:lan 4 p.m. tl:le 
ealenElar sl:lall eentain netiee tl=lat tl:le 
a1313eal sl=lall net ee l:learEI 13rier te tl=le 
sel=leEl1;1leEl time stateEI en tl=le ealenElar, 
anEI tl=lat tl=le a1313eal sl=lall net ee l=learEI 
13rier te tl=!e sel=leEl~1leEI time stateEI en tl=le 
ealenElaF, anEl tl:lat tl=le a13peal may net i:Je 
ealleEI 1::1i:ltil tl=le gearEl's eensiEleFatien ef 
appeal15 s~1;1leEI eaFlieF en tl:le ealenElar 
is eem13leteEI. TRe Cieri< ef tl:le BearEI 
sl=lall sel=leEl1;1le eensiEleFatien ef eallet 
ar§1::1ments anEl etl=leF eleetien relateEI 
matters 1Nl=len cietieR is neeEleEI ey tl:le 

· follewing Elay for 2:00 p.m. If the Board is 
c;onsidering a matter and a S1;1ec;ial Qrder 
time oc;c;urs, the eresident without 
objection ma~ c;ontinue to c;onsider the 
matter or gostgooe the ac;tioo until the 
Sgecial Qrder has been heard. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Special Times of Business. The Clerk of 
the Board shall schedule public hearings 
on appeals commencing at 3:00 p.m. If the 
Board is considering a matter, and a 
Special Order time occurs, the President, 
without objection, may continue to consider 
the matter or postpone the action until the 
Special Order has been heard. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 1.9 
4.19 Charter Provided Reconsideration. Public Hearings on Zoning and Land 

When the Mayor returns legislation to the -Yse Appeals. During public hearings e-f 
. Board with the Mayor's veto or request for the Board required by law on appeals 

reconsideration, the Board shall not from certain Planning Commission actions 
reconsider the legislation until the first and other City agencies hearing before 
meeting after the message from the Mayor the full Bearo, remarks shall be addressed 
is presented to the Board. to the Board as a whole, not to individual 

Supervisors and not to the audience. 
Supervisors shall not enter into debate or 
discussion with speakers during public 
comment. The President may request a 
City official to investigate an issue raised 
and later report to a committee or to the 
Board. The order of testimony and time 
limits sJ:i.alt mav be: 
• . Appellant or appellant representative 

up to 10 minutes 
• Persons supporting appellant up to 3 

minutes each· 
• Planning Commission Agency 

representative up to 10 minutes 
• Leader of the opposition to the 

- granting of the appeal up to 1 O 
minutes 

• Persons opposing the appeal up to 3 
minutes each 

• Appellant up to 3 minute rebuttal. 
+he President shall pmvide for a similar 
order for hearings on other appeals 
permitted by law,. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Public Hearings on Appeals. During 
public hearings required by law on appeals 
from certain Planning Commission actions 
and other City agencies, remarks shall be 
addressed to the Board as a whole, not to 
individual Supervisors and not to the 
audience. Supervisors shall not enter into 
debate or discussion with speakers during 
public comment. The President may 
request a City official to investigate an 
issue raised and later report to a committee 
or to the Board. The. order of testimony and 
time limits may be: 

• Appellant or appellant 
representative up to 10 minutes 

• Persons supporting appellant up to 
three minutes each 

• Agency representative up to 10 
minutes 

• Leader of the opposition to the 
granting of the appeal up to 10 
minutes 

• Persons opposing the appealup to 
three minutes each 

• Appellant up to three minute 
.rebuttal. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3.8 
4.20 Speaker not to be Interrupted. When Committee Report~ on Urgent 

speaking, no Supervisor shall be · Legislation. As an exception to the New 
interrupted without the Supervisor's Business rule, legislation deemed by a 
consent, provided, however, that the committee to be of an urgent nature, 
Supervisor speaking shall yield to a point which is heard after tl=le--9:00 a.m. · 
of order. Thursday deadline may be considered by 

the Board as a committee report if the 
chair has anticipated such finding and 
shall requestea the Clerk of the Board no 
later tban 1 :1 ·00 a m. Qn that Ibursda~ 
13FieF te)Re nel{t BeaFEl n=ieetin§ to include 
the item(s) on the printed agenda under 
Committee Reports at the end of New 
Business. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed ·Rules Revisions 

Precedence of Motions during Debate. Moved from old 3.9 
4.21 When a question is under debate, no Roll Call for Introductions. Supervisors 

motion shall be entertained exceptthe will be called alpbabeticall~ rotating on a 
following motions which shall have a weekl~ basis tg intrgduce legislatiQn, 
precedence in the order listed: reguest tbe Cit~ Attgme~ tg prepare 

legislatign api;irgve draft Qrdinances Qr 
1. Tei adjourn. issue legal advice and reguests fgr letters 
2. To call the Board. gf inguiQL during tbe Hgll Call fgr 
3. To recess to a time certain. lntrgductigns and ug until tbe adjgurnrnent 
4. To table. of tbe meeting or s·oo r;i m wbicbever is 
5. To terminate debate. later Besolutions or rnbtigns fgr tbe 
6. To postpone or continue to a date Adogtion Witbout Committee 8eference 

certain. Agenda ma~ be submitted tQ tbe Clerk gf 
7. To continue uritil later in the meeting. tbe Board b~ :12:QQ nogn tbe fgilowing 
8. To refer to committee. Wednesda)i( and will be considered as 
9. To amend. being iotrnduced fgr tbe same Board 

meeting date.. 
Suge1Yisors ma~ also submit legislation to 
.the...CJ.erk of tbe Board between Bgard 
meetings. Ibese matters will be 
considered as being introduced at tbe 
follgwing Board meeting, witb the 
exception of matters for tbe Without 
Reference to Committee Agenda. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committeie Reports on Urgent 
Legislation. As an exception to the New 
Basiness rule, legislation deemed by a 
committee to be of an urgent nature, which · 
is heard after 9:00 a.m. Thursday may be 
considered by the Board as a committee 
report if the chair has anticipated such 
finding and shall request the Clerk of the 
Board no later than 11 :00 a.m. on that 
Thursday to include the item(s) on the 
printed agenda under Committee Reports 
at the end of New Business. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Roll Call for Introductions. Supervisors 
will be called alphabetically rotating on a 
weekly basis to introduce legislation, 
request the City Attorney to prepare 
legislation, approve draft ordinances, or 
issue legal advice, and requests for letters 
of inquiry during the Roll Call for 
Introductions and up until the adjournment 
of the meeting or 5:00 p.m. whichever is 
later. Resolutions or motions, for the 
Adoption Without Committee Reference 
Agenda may be submitted to the Clerk of 
the Board by 12:00 noon the following 
Wednesday and will be considered as 
being introduced for the same Board 
meeting date. Supervisors may also submit 
legislation to the Clerk of the Board 
between Board meetings. These matters 
will be considered as being introduced at 
the following Board meeting, with the 
exception of matters for the Without 
Reference to Committee Agenda. 
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Section 

4.22 

Current Rules of Order 

Motions not Debatable. The following 
motions are not debatable: 
1. Terminate, limit, or extend, debate. 
2. Close nominations~ 
3. Division of the question. 
4: Objections to consideration of a 

question. 
5. ,order, Questions of. 
6. Parliamentary inquiry. 
7. Reopen nominations. 
8. Suspend the rules. 
9. l'able. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 
r 

Moved from old 3.10 
Public'Comment. This is an opportunity for members of the 
public to directly address the Board on items of interest to the 
public that are within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
Board, including items being considered at this meeting which 
have not been referred to committee, and excluding items 
which have been considered by a Board committee. 
Members of the public may address the Board for up to three 
minutes. The President or the Board may limit the total 
testimony, to 30 minutes. At the conclusion of public 
comment, the Board may not lawfully take action to approve 
or disapprove a new proposal which is not on the agenda but 
may refer the .proposal to a City official for review 
During public comment before the full Board remarks shall 
be addressed to the Board as a whole, not to individual 
Supervisors and not to the audience. Supervisors shall not 
enter into debate or discussion with speakers during public 
comment. The President may request a City official to 
investigate an issue raised and later report to a committee or 
to the Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Public Comment. This is an 
opportunity for members of the 
public to directly address the 
Board on items of interest to the 
public that are within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the Board, 
including items being 
considered at this meeting 
which have not been referred to 
committee, and excluding items 
which have been considered by 
a Board committee. Members 
of the public may address the 
Board for up to three minutes. 
The President or the Board may 
limit the total testimony to 30 

, minutes. At the conclusion of 
public comment, the Board ~ 
not lawfully take action to ~ 
approve or disapprove a ne\J\.(,
proposal which is not on the 
agenda, but may refer the 
proposal to a City official for 
review. 
During public comment before 
the full Board, remarks shall be 
addressed to the Board as a 
whole, not to individual 
Supervisors and not to t~e 
audience. Supervisors shall not 
enter into debate or discussion 
with speakers during public 
comment. The President may 
request a City official to 
investigate an issue raised and 
later report to a committee or to 
the Board. 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Motions which may not be Amended. Moved from old 3.11 
4.23 _The following motions may not be Adoption WithoutCommittee 

amended: Reference Agenda. The_ Board may 
consider resolutions for immediate, 

1. Adjourn. unanimous, adoption without reference to 
2~ Amend an amendment. committee which are presented to the 
3. Appeal of decision of the chair. Clerk of the Board by a Supervisor or the 
4. Postpone indefinitely. Mayor at the previous week's Board 
5. Terminate debate. meeting or prior to 12:00 noon the 
6 .. Suspend the rules. Wednesday before a Board meeting. The 
7. Table. President shall inquire whether any 
8. Take from the table. Supervisors wish to discuss or object to 
9. Take up a question out of its proper any of the resolutions presented for 

order. immediate adoption. Resolutions to which 
there is an objection shall be referred to 
committee unless withdrawn by the 
&gponsor. The roll then shall be called on 
the resolutions as a group. The Board 
may also consider motions for immediate 
adoption without reference to committee, 
six yes votes being required for adoption, 
which are presented to the Clerk of the 
Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at the 
previous week's Board meeting or prior to 
12:00 noon.the Wednesday before a 
Board meeting. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Adoption Without Committee Reference 
Agenda. The Board may consider 
resolutions for immediate, unanimous, 
adoption without reference to committee 
which are presented to the Clerk of the 
Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at the 
previous week's Board meeting or prior to 
12 noon the Wednesday before a Board 
meeting. The President shall inquire 
whether any Supervisors wish to discuss or 
object to any of the resolutions presented 
for immediate adoption. Resolutions to 
which there is an objection shall be 
referred to committee unless withdrawn by 
the.sponsor. The roll then shall be called 
on the resolutions as a group. The Board 
may also consider motions for immediate 
adoption without reference to committee, 
six yes votes; beihg required for adoption, 
which are presented to the Clerk of the 
Board by a Supervisor or the Mayor at the 
previous week's Board meeting or prior to 
12 noon the Wednesday before a Board 
meeting. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
4.23.1 New Number 4.23.1. Gontinuation O[ Amendment of 

Matters on tbe AdoRtion Witbout 
Committee Reference Agenda. Ao~ 

· SugeruisiJr aia:i( [eguest that an item be 
amenged or continued to a ·date certain 
which requires 6 vo!tes WAef9 To 
consider a resolution that is aggea[ing 
resolution appeafS fur the secood time on 
the adoQtion without committee reference 
agenda tbe Board rIJust waive the Board 
Buie 2.:JQ reguiring cQmmittee reference 
(8 votes) If committee reference is 
waived, the Board ma:i( theo vote on the 
resolutiQn eassage of tbe item requires 6 
votes. 

Section Current Rules of Order Propos~d Rules Revisions 

Moved from Old 1.8 - 1.8.4 
4.24 Division of the Question. At the request Closed Sessions. Closed sessions are 

of any Supervisor, the President shall order permitted as follows: 
a question divided (severed) if it includes 
propositions so distinct in substance that 
one being taken away, one or more 
substantive propositions shall remain for 
the decision of the Board. When divided, 
. each proposition shall then be considered 
and voted upon separately as if it had been 
offered alone, 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Continuation or Amendment of Matters 
on the Adoption Without Committee 
Reference Agenda. Any Supervisor may 
request that an item be amended or 
continued to a date certain which requires 
six votes. To consider a resolution that is 
appearing for the second time on the 
adoption without committee reference 
agenda, the Board must waive the Board 
Rule 2.1 O requiring committee reference 
(eight votes). If committee reference is 
waived, the Board may then vote on the 
resolution. Passage of the item requires 
six votes. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Closed Sessions. Closed sessions are 
permitted as follows: 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

4.24.1 New Number Litigation. To ml;!et with the City Attorney 
or Deputy City Attorney to consider 
litigation (not legislation) which has been 
filed, oc wbere tbece is significant 
exposure to litigation 1.vhich is highly likely 
to be filed, by c1nothe.r party, or to consider 
having the City file litigation. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

4.24.2 New Number Labor Negotiations. To meet with the 
City's representatives to instruct them in 
negotiations with labor unions and other 
employee representc)tives. The Board 
may not meet in a closed session to do 
the actual negotiations with labor 
representatives present. 

Section Current Rules of Ord~r Proposed Rules Revisions 

4.24.3 New Number Emergencies. To meet with law 
enforcement officials and other officials in 
the·event of natural or human caused 
emergencies which cause a threat to 
public services or facilities. 
As l'>JeeEleEl P~1elie ~afety BFiefiA§ls. +e 
ffieet VJith ~F§l8AGY 13laAA8FS SF law 
eAfeFGel'fleAt e#icials te Feceive 13FiefiAgs, 
as AeeEleEl, rngarEliAg iAferffiatieA FelateEI 
te maUeFs 13esiAg a thFeat te the seet1rity 
et: 131:1slie 131:1ilEliAgs er a tl=iFeat te tl=ie 
pt1131ic's right ef access te puslic seFvices 
~- ~ ,1,,.1:~ •~~a· · .~ - ·-- ·- ,~- .. , .. , _ _., 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Litigation. To meet with the City Attorney 
or Deputy City Attorney to consider 
litigation (not legislation) which has been 
filed, or where there is significant exposure 

· to litigation likely to be filed, by another 
party, or to consider having the City file 
litigation. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Labor Negotiations. To meet with the 
City's representatives to instruct them in 
negotiations with labor unions and other 
employee representatives. The Board may 
not meet in a closed session to do the 
actual negotiations with labor 
representatives present. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Emergencies. To meet with law 
enforcement officials and other officials in 
the event of natural or human caused 
emergencies which cause a threat to public 
services or facilities. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

4.24.4 New Number Personnel. To consider hiring or firing, or 
evaluating the performance of the Clerk of 
the Board. The Board may not meet in 
closed session to consider the 
appointment of a member of a 
commission or of a department head. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

4.25 Seriatim Consideration. When a Moved from 2.15 
measure under debate includes points Imperative Agenda. The Imperative 
which are intimately connected, any Agenda includes proposed resolutions 
Supervisor may have the matter. which are purely commendatory, or . 
considered by sections or paragraphs. resolutions for which fc)ilure to approve 
Each section or paragraph may be would result in serious injury to the public 
amended while being considered, and the interest, and which are not on the printed 
proposition as a whole shall then be voted agenda. Imperative Agenda resolutions 
upon. shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board 

prigr tg the start gf the Bgard meeting. 
~ ~ :QQ a.m., tl:le Elay eftl:le geaFEI FReetiA§ 
at wl:liGA it is iAteAEleEI tl:lat Sl:IGA 
meas1:1rns sl:lall be aGteEI eA. The Clerk 
of the Board shc:111 distribute such 
resolutions or emergency ordinances to 
Supervisors. Supervisors shall preseAt 
intmduce these for consideration during 
the Roll Call for Introductions and pmvide 
the apprgpriate number gf copies fQr 
distributign. 

., 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Personnel. To consider hiring or firing, or 
evaluating the performance of the Clerk of 
the Board. The Board may not meet in 
closed session to consider the appointment 
of a member of a commission or of a 
department head. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Imperative Agenda. The Imperative 
Agenda includes proposed resolutions 
which are purely commendatory, or 
resolutions for which failure to approve 
would result in serious injury to the public 
interest, and which are not on the printed 
agenda. Imperative Agenda resolutions 
shall be filed with the Clerk of the Board 
prior to the start of the Board meeting. The 
Clerk of the Board shall distribute such 
resolutions or emergency ordinances to 
Supervisors. Supervisors shall introduce 
these for consideration during the Roll Call 
for Introductions and provide the 
appropriate number of copies for 
distribution. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

4.26 Termination of Debate. Three 
Supervisors may· move to terminate _ 
debate on a matter. If the motion 
carries, all debate on the matter 
pending shall terminate. The matter 
under discussion shall then be 
immediately put to a vote. It shall 
require a two-thirds vote of the 
Supervisors present to adopt a motion 
terminating debate 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.26.1 Number not used 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.26.2 Number not used 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.27 Deleted 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 3, 13 
Imperative Agenda~ 
Commeodator~ Serigus lojur~ aod Browo 
Act Fiodiogs. Before considering an item 
of business not on the agenda, the Board 
shall adopt motions by a two-thirds vote of 
the full Bm~rd, or if l~ss than two-thirds of 
the Supervisors are present, a unanimous 
vote of those Supervisors present, 
determining: 

Proposed R4les Revisions 

that the resolution is either purely 
commendatory or that failure to adopt the 
resolution on this date would do serious 
injury to the public interest, and thus the 
resolution meets the standards of the San 
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance; and 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

that the need to take action arose after the 
agenda was ordered printed, and thus the 
resolution meets the standards of the 
Brown Act. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Imperative Agenda Commendatory, 
Serious Injury and Brown Act Findings. 
Before considering an item of business not 
on the agenda, the Board shall adopt 
motions by a two-thirds vote of the full 
Board, or if less than two-thirds of the 
Supervisors are present, a unanimous vote 
of those Supervisors present, determining: 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

that the resolution is either purely 
commendatory or that failure to adopt the 
resolution on this date would do serious 
injury to the public interest, and thus the 
resolution meets the standards of the San 
Francisco Sunshine Ordinance; and 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

that the need to take action arose after the 
agenda was ordered printed, and thus the 
resolution meets the standards of the 
Brown Act. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

r
r-
a, 
r-



Section Current Rules of Order 

4.28 Privilege of the Floor. The privilege of the .floor shall not 
be granted, for any purpose, to persons other than 
officers of the City and County or their duly authorized 
representatives. This rule shall not be suspended except 
by unanimous consent of all Supervisors present. 
Persons granted the privilege of the floor pursuant to this 
provision shall confine: their remarks to the question 
before the Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.29 Special Times of Business. The Clerk of the Board 
shall schedule public hearings on appeals for 4:00 p.m. 
If more than one public hearing on appeal is scheduled 
for a Board meeting, the Clerk of the Board in 
conjunction with the President is urged to determine the 
order in which the appeals will be scheduled, and they 
may schedule second and later appeals at specified 
times later than 4 p.m. If a public hearing appeal is 
scheduled later than 4 p.m. the calendar shall contain 
notice that the appeal shall not be heard prior to the 
scheduled time stated on the calendar, and th.at the 
appeal shall hot be heard prior tci the scheduled time 
stated on the calendar, and that the appeal may not be 
called until the Board's consideration of appeals 
scheduled earlier on the calendar is completed. The 
Clerk of the Board shall schedule consideration of ballot 

· arguments and other election. related matters when 
action is needed by the following day for 2:00 p.m. The 
recognition of visiting dignitaries may occur at anytime 
The recognition of commendations shall occur at 3:30 
p.m. These recognitions of commendations should 
require no more than five minutes per recognition. No 
other fixed time for consideration of an agenda item shall 
be placed on the agenda except as directed by the 
President, or by affirmative vote of six Supervisors. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

4.30 Rescind. When a vote has been taken by Number not used 
the Board and carried or lost, it shall be in 
order at the same meeting for any 
Supervisor to move to rescind that vote 
unless something has been done as a 
result of the vote which is. impossible to 
undo. A motion to rescind shall require a 
second. For adoption a motion to rescind 
shall require approval of six Supervisors or 
of two-thirds of the Supervisors present, 
whichever number is less. A motion to 
rescind the vote on less than the entire 
consent agenda shall be in order. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

('I') 

4.31 Table. A motion to table shall be in order Number not used · 
,-
0) 

for the purpose of postponing temporarily ,-

or postponing indefinitely a matter before 
the Board or a committee and requires the 
approval of six Supervisors. A tabled 
matter may be taken from the table at the 
same meeting at which it was tabled, and 
then considered. A tabled matter may be 
taken from the table at the next meeting, 
provided that the Board has approved a 
written motion to remove from the table 
that appeared on the agenda at the 
subsequent meeting. .If the motion is 
approved, the matter shall not be 
considered until the next following meeting 
so that its consideration may be 
advertised. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proe_osed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions . 



4.32 Motion not Required. The Board shall 
consider, without the necessity for a motion 
and a second: a) all measures reported to 
the Board by committee, with or without 
recommendation, and b) all measures 
presented to the Board by the Clerk of the 
Board in compliance with state law, 
Charter, ordinance, resolution, motion or 
rule. When two measures are on the 
agenda with opposite effect, such as to 
approve and to disapprove an action, a 
motion shall be required to consider either 
motion. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.33 Reading Titles. The Clerk of the Board 
may read abbreviated titles of measures on 
the agenda when the abbreviated wording 
will clearly express to the Supervisors and 
the listening public the nature of the 
measure. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

4.34 Order of Voting. When calling the roll to 
determine the vote on any measure or 
motion, the Clerk of the Board shall call the 
roll in District order; the first Supervisor to 
be called shall be the same Supervisor to 
be called first at that meeting under the 
provisions of Rule 3.9, effective June 10, 
2003. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

-

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

· Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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4.35 Parliamentary Authority. It is the Board's intention Number not used 
that parliamentary actions normally used by the Board 
be included in these rules. On any question or point of 
order not contained in these Rules of Order, the Board 
shall be governed in its parliamentary actions by the -

latest edition of Robert's Rules of Order Newly 
Revised when such actions would not result in conflict 
with state law or local ordinance. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 
-

4.36 Holiday Schedules. During holiday periods, the Number not used 
application of specific days of the week described in 
these rules shall be revised by the Clerk of the Board 
as necessary for the efficient conduct of the legislative 
process. 

LO ..... 
Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules· Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions a> ..... 

4.37 Suspension. of Rules. Except this rule, Rule 4.39 Number not used 
(Recess Meetings), rules which are restatements of 
other applicable law, and the rule relating to the 
privilege of the floor, any rule may be suspended by 
the affirmative vote of eight Supervisors unless there 

- are fewer than eight Supervisors present, in which 
case the unanimous consent of the Supervisors 
present, but not less than six, shall be required. 
Suspension of the rule relating to privilege of the floor 
shall require the unanimous consent of all Supervisors 
present. A motion to suspend the rules is not 
debatable. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 
I 

4.38 Amendments to Rules. All proposed Number not used 



amendments to the Rules of Order shall be 
referred to the Rules Committee for public 
hearing and recommendation. An 
amendment to the Rules of Order may be 
adopted by the affirmative recorded vote of 

I 

two-thirds of the Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

4.39 Recessed Meetings. When the Board, or Number not used 
one of its committees, recesses a meeting 
to a time that is more than twelve hours 
later than the beginning of the initial recess, 
the following shall occur: 

(a) The Board or committee shall decide, 
by a motion approved by a majority of the 
quorum, which matters will be considered · 
at the reconvened meeting. 

'° (b) The Board or committee shall then T""" 
0) 

direct the Clerk to process the remaining, T""" 

decided items on the agenda as completed 
business. 

(c) During the reconvened meeting the 
Board or committee shall not consider 
those already decided items. 

This Rule may not be suspended. 

/ 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Moved from 4.35 
5.1 Budget and Finance Committee. Parliamentary Authority. It is the Parliamentary Authority. It is the Board's 

The Budget and Finance Committee shall be Board's intention that parliamentary intention that parliamentary actions 
referred appropriation ordinances, and actions normally used by the Board be normally used by the Board be included in 
measures concerning bond issues, taxes, included in these rules. On anv question these rules. On anv question or point of 



fees and other revenue measures, 
redevelopment, and real estate. The Budget 
and Finance Committee shall also be 
referred the annual appropriation and annual 
salary ordinances. The Budget and Finance 
Committee shall hold a public hearing on the 
Mayor's budget instructions to City 
Departments for each annual City budget 
after the instructions are released. 

The Budget and Finance Committee shali be 
comprised of three full-time members except 
that beginning on March1 of each year the 
Committee shall be comprised of five 
members and shall remain a Committee of 
five members until the Board of Supervisors 
adopts the annual appropriation and salary 
ordinances. Following the adoption of the 
annual appropriation and salary ordinances 
by the Board of Supervisors, the committee 
will be reduced to the three full-time 
members. 
Beginning on March 1 of each year, and 
until the Board of Supervisors adopts the 
annual salary and appropriation ordinances, 
there shall be a subcommittee of the Budget 
and Finance. Committee consisting of three 
members. Unless otherwise designated by 
the President, the members of the 
subcommittee shall be the full-time 
me111bers of the Budget arid Finance 
Committee. The subcommittee may 
consider any matters assigned to the Budget 
and Finance Committee except the annual 
appropriation and salary ordinances or the 
Mavor's budoet instructions. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.2 Government Audits and Oversight 
Committee, The Government Audits and 
Oversight Committee shall be referred 
labor agreements, audits of City 
departments and aQencies and Grand Jurv 

or point of order not contained in these 
Rules of Order, the Board shall be 
governed in its parliamentary actions by 
the latest edition of Robert's Rules of 
Order Newly Revised when such actions 
would not result in conflict with state law 
or local ordinance. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved froi11 old 4.37 
Suspension of Rules. Except this rule, 
Rule 4.4 (Recessed Meetings), rules 
which are restatements of other applicable 
law, and the rule relating to the privilege of 
the floor, anv rule mav be suspended by 

order not contained in these Rules of 
Order, the Board shall be governed in its 
parliamentary actions by the latest edition 
of Robert's Rules of Order Newly Revised 
when such actions would not result in 
conflict with state law or local ordinance. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Suspension of Rules. Except this rule, 
Rule 4.4 (Recessed Meetings), rules which 
are restatements of other applicable law, 
and the rule relating to the privilege of the 
floor, any rule may be suspended by the 
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R€:'lports. The Government Audits and the affirmative vote of eight Supervisors affirmative vote of eight Supervisors unless 
Oversight Committee shall: unless there are fewer than eight there are fewer than eight Supervisors 

Supervisors present, in which case the present, in which case the unanimous· 
unanimous consent of the Supervisors consent of the Supervisors present, but not 
present, but not less than six, shall be less than six, shall be required. 
required. Suspension of the rule relating Suspension of the rule relating to privilege. 
to privilege of the floor shall require the of the floor shall require the unanimous 
unanimous consent of all Supervisors consent of all Supervisors present. A 
present. A motion to suspend the rules is motion to suspend the rules is not 
not debatable. debatable. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

5.2.1 .Maintain a direct and separate line of Number r,ot \.l~eg 

communication between the Board and 
the City and County's independent 
auditor; 

0) 
T""" 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed .Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 
0) 
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5.2.2 Meet the independent auditor to review the Number not used 
audited annual financial statement and the 
auditor's report on such matters as the 
quality and depth of management and 
compliance; 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

5.2.3 Recommended appropriate action to be Number not used 
taken by the Board to implement 
recommendations contained in the audit 
report; 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

5.2.4 Follow up, as necessary, to ensure that Number not used 
approved recommendations are promptly 
implemented; 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

5.2.5 Review recommendations of the Controller Number not used 
and of the Budget Analyst contained in 
their performance audits and management 
audits; and 

a> 
T""" 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions a> 
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5.2.6 Perform other duties as assigned by. the Number not used 

Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions . Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.1 
5.3 Rules Committee. The Rules Committee Quorum. A quorum for the transaction of Quorum. A quorum for the transaction of 

shall be referred measures concerning official business shall consist of six official business shall consist of six 
appointments, ballot measures and ballot Supervisors, but a smaller number may Supervisors, but a smaller number may 
arguments, Charter amendments, adjourn from time to time and compel the adjourn from time to time and compel the 
amendments to the Administrative Code, attendance of absent Supervisors in the attendance of absent Supervisors in the 



and Rules of Order claims, litigation, and 
rewards. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.4 City Operations and Neighborhood 
Services Committee. The City Operations 
and Neighborhood Services Committee 
shall be referred measures related to public 
works, infrastructure, traffic and parking 
control, parks and recreation, utilities, 
public protection, delinquency prevention, 
public health, emergency services, seniors, 
the disabled, children and their families. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.5 Land Use and Economic Development 
Committee. The Land Use and Economic 
Development Committee shall be referred 
measures related to housing, land use, 
zoning, planning, rent control, economic 
development, resident employment, 
workforce training and placement, 
transportation, the Municipal Railway, 
homelessness and the environment. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.6 Fiscal Committees, In accordance with 
Administrative Code Section 2.6-3 
concerning fiscal impact, the Government 
Audits and Oversight Committee and the 
Budget and Finance Committee shall each 
be a "fiscal committee" of the Board and 
the other committees of the Board, solely 

manner and subject to penalties to be 
provided by ordinance. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.4 
Maintaining a Quorum. No Supervisor 
shall leave the Board meeting while in 
session if the departure will cause the loss 
of a quorum. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.2 
Rights of Supervisors Less than 
Quorum. In the absence of a quorum, no 
official action shall be taken by the 
Supervisors prese~t except to order a call 
of the Board, to recess, or to adjourn. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.3 
Call of t~e Soard. Whether there is a 
quorum or not, upon a call of the Board, 
those absent Supervisors who have not 
been excused shall be sent for by the 
President of tHe Board and brought to the 
Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms or by 
special messengers appointed for the 

manner and subject to penalties to· be 
provided by ordinance. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Maintaining a Quorum. No Supervisor 
shall leave the Board meeting while in 
session if the departure will cause the loss 
of a quorum. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Rights of Supervisors Less than 
Quorum. In the absence of a quorum, rio 
official. action shall be taken by the 
Supervisors present except to order a call 
of the Board, to recess, or to adjourn. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Call of the Board. Whether there is a 
quorum or not, upon a call of the Board, 
those absent Supervisors who have not 
been excused shall be sent for by the 
President of the Board and brought to the 
Chamber by the Sergeant-at-Arms or by 
special messengers appointed for the 
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for the purpose of considering grants to the purpose. A call of the Board may be 
City within their subject areas, shall also be c:f ispensed with at any time by a majority 
considered "fiscal committees". vote of the Supervisors present. An 

adjournment puts an end to all 
proceedings in the call. During a call of 
the Board, when there is a quorum 
present, business may be transacted as 
usual, except that no action shall be taken 
with respect to the matter in connection 
with which the call was made. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.5 
5.7 Joint City and School District Select Addressing the Board. When a 

Committee. The Joint City and Schaar Supervisor desires to address the Board, 
District Select Committee shall be referred the Supervisor shall request to be 
measures concerning issues of mutual recognized by the President. When 
interest that affect the City and the School recognized by the President, the 
District, its employees, its students, and the Supervisor shall proceed to speak, 
families of its students, including the issue addressing remarks to the President and 
of the public use of School District facilities, confining discussion to the question 
and shall terminate on, or before, before the Board. 
March 1, 2013. 

Section Current Rules of Order · Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.6 
5.8 Public Safety Committee. The Public Supervisor Entitled to Floor. On agenda 

Safety Committee shall be referred .items, Supervisors shall be recognized in 
measures related to the City's coordination, this order: chair of the committee before 
strategies, policies, programs, and which .legislation has been heard, 
budgetary actions surrounding public Supervisor sponsoring the legislation, and 
safety. other Supervisors in the order the 

President has noticed them seeking 
recognition. 

purpose. A call of the Board may be 
dispensed with at any time by a majority 
vote of the Supervisors present. An 
adjournment puts an end to all proceedings 
in the call. During a call of the Board, when 
there is a quorum present, business may 
be transacted as usual, excep.t that no 
action shall be taken with respect to the 
matter in connection with which the call 
was made. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Addressing the Board. When a Supervisor 
desires to address the Board, the Supervisor 
shall request to be recognized by the 
President. When recognized by the 
President, the Supervisor shall proceed to 
speak, addressing remarks to the President 
and confining discussion to the question 
pefore the Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Supervisor Entitled to Floor. On agenda 
items, Supervisors shall be recognized in this 
order: chair of the committee before which 
legislation has been heard, Superviso.r 
sponsoring the legislation, and other 
SL1pervisors in the order the President has 
noticed them seeking recognition. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from s,29 
5.9 Number not used Presentation Priority. The committee 

chair, or in his or her absence or 
forbearance another member of the 
committee, then the sponsor, shajl be 
accorded priority in addressing the Board 
to make a presentation concerning any 
matter submitted to the Board by the 
committee; except that the Supervisor 
calling a matter out of committee shall be 
accorded priority in addre~sing the Board 
for the purpose of making a presentation -
concerning such ~1atter. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Presentation Priority. The committee 
chair, or in. his or her absence or · 
forbearance another member of the 
committee, then the sponsor, shall be 
accorded priority in addressing the Board 
to make a presentation concerning any 
matter submitted to the Board by the 
committee; except that the Supervisor 
calling a matter out of committee shall be 
accorded priority in addressing the Board 
for the purpose of making a presentation 
concerning such matter. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.10 Committee Authority. Committees shall 
consider only i~ems which have been 
referred to them by the President, or by the 
Board, and which have been advertised 
and noticed. The basic funcfion of each 
committee is to inquire and to recommend 
actions to the full Board. Additional 
committee authority exists only when 
specifically authorized by ordinance or by 
the Board. Committees shall provide an 
opportunity for public comment only with 
regard to items noticed on their meeting 
agendas. No Supervisor or cc;,mbination of 
Supervisors shall employ or engage the 
services of any person, or authorize or 
incur any charge, debt or liability against 
the City and County unless authority first 
shall have been given by the Board or is 
provided by law. ·· 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.11 Committee Assignments. Specific 
· committee assignments shall modify and 

control general assignments. In the event 
that the scope of committee assignments 
may be conflicting, overlapping or 
ambiguous, the President shall determine 
and designate, subject to an appeal to the 
Board, tbe committee which shall have -
jurisdiction over a particular matter. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Move from old 4.20 
Speaker not to be interrupted. When 
speaking, no Supervisor shall be 
interrupted without the Supervisor's 
consent, provided, however, that the 
Supervisor speaking shall yield to a point 
of order. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.7 
Limitations on Speaki'ng. A Supervisor 
shall not speak more than twice in any 
one debate on the same subject, and at 
the same stage of the proceeding, without 
the consent of a majority of the 
Supervisors present. Supervisors who 
have once spoken on a particular matter 
shall not again be entitled to the floor so 
long as any Supervisor who has not 
spoken desir~s to speak. After obtaining 
the floor, no Superv\sor shall be allowed to 
speak more than 1 O minutes on any 
question, except by permission of a 
ri1ajority of the Supervisors present. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Speaker not to be interrupted. When 
speaking, no Supervisor shall be interrupted 
without the Supervisor's consent, provided, 
however, that the Supervisor speaking shall 
yield to a point of order. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Limitations on Speaking. A Supervisor 
shall not speak more than twice in any one 
debate on the same subject, and at the 
same stage of the proceeding, without the 
consent of a majority of the Supervisors 
present. Supervisors who have once 
spoken on a particular matter shall not 
again be entitled to the floor so long as any 
Supervisor who has not spoken desires to 
speak. After obtaining the floor, no 
Supervisor shall be allowed to speak more 

· than 10 minutes on any question, except by 
permissio.n of a majority of the Supervisors 
present. 
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Section Current Rules of Order · Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.16 
5.12 Committee Size. Each standing Conduct of Supervisors. No Supervisor 

committee and each special c9mmittee, in debate shall, directly or indirectly, by 
shall be comprised of three Supervisors. any form of words impute to another 

Supervisor or to other Supervisors any 
conduct or motive unworthy or 
unbecoming a Supervisor. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.8 
5.13 Action by Chair of Committee. Prior to Action by Motion . . Action by motion 

preparation of a committee agenda, the includes parliamentary actions, actions on 
committee clerk shall review with the chair matters which concern only the internal 
all measures pending in the committee, for functioning of the Board, directives to the 
the purpose of permitting the chair to order Clerk of the Board to perform some 
filing or other disposition of those matters specific act in the line of official duty, 
which require no public hearing or directives to the several officers or 
recommendation for Board action, but departments of the City and County, 
which have been referred to committee ·for adoption of the annual budget, submission 
information or similar relatively passive of Charter amendments to the electorate, 
purposes. inquiries, actions of a ceremonial or 

commemorative nature, and such other 
actions as may be approved by the City 
Attorney. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Conduct of Supervisors. No Supervisor 
in debate shall, directly or indirectly, by any 
form of words impute to another Supervisor 
or to other Supervisors any conduct or 
motive unworthy or unbecoming a 
Supervisor. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Action by Motion. Action by motion 
includes parliamentary actions, actions on 
matters which concern only the internal 
functioning of the Board, directives to the 
Clerk of the Board to perform some specific 
act in the line of official duty, directives to 
the several officers or departments of the 
City, adoption of the annual budget, 
submission of Charter amendments to the 
electorate, inquiries, actions of a ceremonial 
or commemorative nature, and such other 
actions as may be approved by the City 
Attorney. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rµles Revisions 

Moved from old 4.9 
5.14 Meetings to be Public. Every committee. Votes Required on Motions. Unless 

meeting shall be open to the public, except otherwise provided by these Rules, a 
that a committee may meet in closed motion of a parliamentary nature shall 
session for consideration of matters require for adoption the affirmative vote of 
involving attorney-client consultation with a majority of the Supervisors present, 
the City Attorney on litigation or involving there being present not less than a 
other matters permitted to be discussed in quorum. All other motions shall require for 
closed session by state law, the Charter or adoption the affirmative vote of a majority 
Sunshine Ordinance. of the full Board (six votes) except as 

otherwise provided by these Rules of 
Order, the Charter, or other applicable law. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.32 
5.15. Time of Meeting. Every committee shall Motion not Required. The Board shall 

meet at the time set by the Board, the consider, without the necessity for a 
chair, or a majority of the committee, in that motion and a seqond: a) all measures 
order of priority. reported to the Board by committee, with 

or without recommendatior1, and b) all 
measures presented to the Board by the 
Clerk of the Board in compliance with 
state law, Charter, ordinance, resolution, 
motion, or rule. When two measures are 
on the agenc;l~ with opposite effect, such 
as to approve and to disapprove an 
action, a motion shall be required to 
consider either me#9fl-measure. 

Cle~ned Rules Revisions 

Votes Required on Motions. Unless 
otherwise provided by these Rules, a 
motion of a parliamentary nature shall 

. require for adoption the affirmative vote of a 
majority of the Supervisor~. present, there 
being present not less than a quorum. All 
other motions shall require for adoption the 
affirmative vote of a majority of the full . 
Board (six votes) except as otherwise 
provided by these Rules of Order, the 
Charter, or other applicable law. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Motion not Req.uired. The Board shall 
consider, without the necessity for a motion 
and a second: a) all measures reported to 
the Board by committee, with or without 
recommendation, and b) all measures 
presented to the Board by the Clerk of the 
Board in compliance with state law, Charter, 
ordinance, resolution, motion, or rule. When 
two measures are on the agenda with 
opposite effect, such as to approve and to 
disapprove an action, a motion shall be 
required to consider either measure. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.16 Attendance at Meeting. It shall be the 
duty of every Supervisor to attend every 
meeting of his or her committee and to be 
present promptly at the time for which the 
meeting is called. No more than five 
Supervisors may attend and participate :in 
a committee meeting; unless it is 
scheduled as a)oint committee meeting. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.17 Call to Order. In the event that the chair is 
not present at the time set for a committee 
meeting, another member of the committee 
shall, if there is a quorum, call the meeting 
to order. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.18 Roll Call on Pending Motion. It shall be 
the right of any member of a committee to 
require a roll call vote on any pending 
motion, and the chair or acting chair of the 
committee shall, with or without debate, 
order the roll call. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.10 
Withdrawal of Motion. After a motion 
. has been stated by the President, it shall 
be in the possession of the Board. After 
the question has been stated and before it 
is acted upon, a motion may be withdrawn 
by the mover thereof, with the consent of 
a majority of the Supervisors present. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.11 
Questions Qf Order. The President shall 
decide all questions pf order, subject to 
appeal to the Board by anv Supervisor. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.12 
Appeal froln Decision of President. 
Any Supervisor, who disagrees with the 
ruling of the President upon any matter, 
may appeal from the decision. When a 
Supervisor desires to appeal from the 
ruling of the President, such Supervisor 
shall rise as soon as the decision is made, 
even though another Supervisor holds the 
floor, and without waiting to be 
recognized, announce an appeal from the 
decision of the President. An appeal shall 
be decided without debate except that the 
appellant shall state the grounds upon 
which the appeal is based. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Withdrawal of Motion. After a motion has 
been stated by the President, it shall be in 
the possession of the Board. After the 
question has been stated and before it is 
acted upon, a motion may be withdrawn by 
the mover thereof, with the consent of a 
majority of the Supervisors present. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Questions of Order. The President shall 
decide all questions of order, subject to 
appeal to the Board by any Supervisor. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Appeal from Decision of President. Any 
Supervisor·, who disagrees with the ruling of 
the President upon any matter, may appeal 
from the decision. When a Supervisor 
desires to appeal from the ruling of the 
President, such Supervisor shall rise as 
soon as the decision is made, even though 
another Supervisor holds the floor, and 
without waiting to be recognized, announce 
an appeal from the decision of the 
President. An appeal shall be decided 
without debate except that the appellant 
shall state the grounds upon which the 
appeal is based. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved fro\m old 4.13 
5.19 No Requirement for Second to Motion. Appeal Consideration. After an appeal 

In committees of three members or fewer, has been seconded, the President shall 
a motion by a member shall not require a . state clearly the question at issue and, 
second. without leaving the chair, may, if the 

President believes it necessary, state the 
reasons for the decision. The question 
shall then be stated as follows: "The 
question before the Board is, shall the 
decision of the President stand as the 
decision of the Boan:!?" In the event of a 
tie vote, the decision of the President shall 
prevail.. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.34 
5.20 Absence of Quorum. When a committee Order of Voting. When calling the roll to 

meeting has been advertised and thus determine the vote on any measure or 
interested citizens have been invited to motion, the Clerk of the Board shall call 
attend, .and a quorum of the committee is the vote in alphabetical order which 
not present, the Clerk of the Board shall rotates weekly. Supervisor to be called 

· report such absence to the full Board. shall be the same Supervisor to be called 
first at that meeting under the provisions 
Of Rule :3.9, effective dune ~ G, 2GG:3. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Appeal Consideration. After an appeal 
has been seconded, the President shall 
state clearly the question at issue.and, 
without leaving the chair, may, if the 
President believes it necessary, state the 
reasons for the decision. The question shall 
then be stated as follows: "The question 
before the Board is, shall the decision of the 
President stand as the decision of the 
Board?" In the event of a tie vote, the 
decision of the President shall prevail. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Order of Voting. When calling the roll to 
determine the vote on any measure or 
motion, the Clerk of the Board shall call the 
vote in alphabetical order which rotates 
weekly. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.21 Record of Attendance. The clerk of each 
committee shall keep a record of the 
attendance of the members and shall 
report such record to the Clerk of the 
Board, and the Clerk of the Board shall 
have the record of the attendance of 
members at committee meetings available 
at all times as a public record. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.22 Applicable Rules. Except that the 
privilege of the floor may be granted by the 
committee chair or as a majority of the· 
committee may decide, and except as 
otherwise provided, the Rules of the Board 
shall be applicable in the conduct of all 
committee meetings whenever practicable. 
Each committee may, by a majority vote of 
its members, adopt such additional rules, 
not in conflict with these rules, as it may 
consider necessary for the conduct or . 
consideration of any business referred to 
such committee. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.14 
Voting Requirements and Procedure. 
Every Supervisor present when a question 
is put shall vote for or against it, unless 
excused frorn voting by motion adopted by 
a majority of the Supervisors present or 
prohibited from voting by provision of state 
or local law because of a conflict of 
interest, which shall be disclosed. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4. 15 
No Absentee Voting. No Supervisor shall 
be permitted to vote upon a question 
unless in the Chamber when the roll is 
called, or oefore the vote is announced. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Voting Requirements and Procedure. 
Every Supervisor present when a question 
is put shall vote for or against it, unless 
excused from voting by motion adopted by a 

. majority of the Supervisors present or 
prohibited from voting by provision of state 
or local law because of a .conflict of interest, 
which shall be disclosed. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

No Absentee Voting. No Supervisor shall 
be permitted to vote upon a question 
unless in the Chamber when the roll is 
called, or before the vote is announced. co 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.23 Reactivating of Tabled or Filed Items. 
After a committee has tabled or filed a 
measure, any Supervisor within the 
following 12 months may call, at any 
subsequent Board meeting, for the 
measure to be reactivated by inclusion on 
the pending list of the committee to which it 
had previously been referred. Any such 
measure may then be heard, if scheduled 
by the committee chair or by the 
committee, at a committee hearing held not 
earlier than six days after the reactivating 
call. In addition to the usual hearing notice, 
notice of such hearings shall be sent to all 
persons who testified at the previous 
hearing to the extent their names and 
addresses are available to the committee 
clerk. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.24 Non-Duplication. When a matter has 
been referred to one committee, a 
substantially similar proposal shall be 
referred to the same committee, but 
nothing in this rule shall be construed to 
limit the power of the President to exercise 
the power to assign or to reassign matters. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.17 
Vote E~plan~fion . . A rqll call shall not be 
interrupted for vote explanation or for any 
other purpose, but a Supervisor may, prior 
to the calling of the roll, explain a vote (but 
not when the pending motion is not 
debatable), file in writing an explanation of 
a vote after the result of the roll call has 
been announced, or explain a vote orally 
on roll call for the introduction of new 
matters. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.30 
Rescind. When a vote has been taken by 
the Board and carried or lost, it shall be in 
order at the same meeting for any 
Supervisor to move to rescind that vote 
unless something has been done as a 
result of the vote which is impossible to 
undo. ~ motii)n to rescind shall require a 
second. For adoptib11 a motion to rescind 
shall require approval of six Supervisors 
or of two-thirds of the Supervisors present, 
whichever number is less. A motion to 
rescind the vote on less than. the entire 
consent agenda shall be in order. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

· Vote Explanation. A roll call shall not be 
interrupted for vote explanation or for any 
other purpose, .but a Supervisor may, prior 
to the calling of the roll, explain a vote (but 
not when the pending motion is not 
debatable), file in writing an explanation of a 
vote after the result of the roll call has been 
announced, or explain a vote orally on roll 
call for the introduction of new matters. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Rescind. When a vote has been taken by 
the Board and carried or lost, it shall be in 
order at the same. meeting for any 
Supervisor to move to rescind that vote 
unless something has been done as a result 
of the vote which is impossible to undo. A 
motion to rescind shall require a second. 
For adoption a motion to rescind shall 
require approval of six Supervisors or of 
two-thirds of the Supervisors present, 
whichever number is less. A motion to 
rescind the vote on less than the entire 

· consent agenda shall be in order. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.25 Joint Committees. When a matter cannot 
adequately be considered by a single 
committee, and the President determines 
that a joint committee will give more 
appropriate consideration to a matter, the 
President may refer a matter to a joint 
committee. For the purpose of determining 
a quorum and other parliamentary 
decisions, a meeting of a joint committee 
shall not be considered as a joint meeting 
of two separate committees, but shall be 
considered as a meeting of a single . 
committee which consists of the members 
of two standing committees. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

5.26 Select Committees. The Board, by 
motion, may create select committees 
after such motion has been referred to the 
Rules Committee for public hearing and 
recommendation to the Board .. Each 
select committee shall consist of three 
Supervisors. Each motion creating a 
select committee shall specify: a) a clear, 
simple, narrow, single statement of 
purpose, and b) a termination date or a 
period of time during which the committee 
shall be in operation, which time shall 
commence upon the appointment of its 
membership. 

Section Ct1rrent Rules of Order 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.18 
Reconsideration. The parliamentary 
motion to reconsider shall not be in order. 
A motion to rescind a vote, and then a 
motion to continue an item to a specific 
date is in order. 

' 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.19 
Charter Provided Reconsideration. 
When the Mayor returns legislation to the 
Board with the Mayor's veto or request for 
reconsideration, the Board shall not 
reconsider the legislation until the first 
meeting after the message from the Mayor 
is presented to the Board. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Reconsideration. The parliamentary 
motion to reconsider shall not be in order. A 
motion to rescind a vote, and then a motion 
to continue an item to a specific date is in 
order. 

Clean·ed Rules Revisions 

Charter Provided Reconsideration. 
When the Mayor returns legislation to the 
Board with the Mayor's veto or request for 
reconsideration, the Board shall not 
reconsider the legislation until the first 
meeting after the message from the Mayor 
is presented to the Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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5.27 Committee Hearing and Action. The 
committee to which a measure is referred 
shall, after notice by the Clerk of the Board, 
hold a public hearing or hearings on the 
measure. The committee may recommend 
to the Board the enactment or defeat of 
such measure, or may amend such 
measure, and may take such other action 
with respect thereto as is necessary and 
proper under the rules or law. The 
committee may .also forward to the Board 
without committee recommendation a 
measure. A committee shall not forward a 
recommendation to the Board concerning a 
measure which would amend or add to the 
administrative or municipal codes or the 
Charter unless a) proposed text of the 
basic measure has been available in the 
Board file for public inspection at least 
seven days prior to its hearing, orb) the 
committee or the Board finds that the 
measure is of an urgent nature and that the 
public has not been significantly 
disadvantaged by ~he lack of availability of 
the text, or c) the committee originates a 
measure after holding a hearing when 
notice of the hearing included not merely 
the subject matter but a description of the 
substance of the potential legislation. The 
Clerk of the Board shall indicate by 
appropriate notation on committee 
agendas such measures which have not 
been available for the required one week. 
Nothing in this rule shall be construed to 
prot1ibit a committee from forwarding a 
measure which the committee has 
amended when the amendments are within 
the same subject as the measure available 
for public inspection. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

Moved from old 4.21 
Precedence of Motions during Debate. 
When a question is under debate, no 
motion shall be entertained except the 
following motions which shall have a 
precedence in the order listed: 

1. To adjourn. 
2. To call the Board. 
3. To recess to a time certain. 
4. To table. 
5. To terminate debate. 
E). To postpone or continue to a 

date certain. 
7. To continue until later in the 

meeting. 
8. To refer to committee. 
9. To amend. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.22 

Precedence of Motions during Debate. 
When a question is under debate, no motion 
shall be entertained except the following 
motions which shall have a precedence in 
the order listed: 

1. To adjourn. 
2. To call the Board. 
3. To recess to a time certain. 
4 .. To table. 
5. To.terminate debate. 
6. To postpone or continue to a 

date certain. 
7. To continue until later in the 

meeting. 
8. To refer to committee. 
9. To amend. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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5.28 Meeting Notices. Notice by the Clerk of Motions not Debatable. The following 
the Board shall consist of mail, telephonic motions are not debatable: 
or other notification to all persons known or 1. Terminate, limit, or extend 
presumed to be interested in the particular debate. 
measure to be considered, and such notice 2. Close nominations. 
shall be initiated as soon as possible after 3. Division of the 
the measure is scheduled for committee questionLDuglicatioo of Eile 
hearing but shall be reasonably designed 4. Objections to consideration of a 
to reach notificants not later than 48 hours question. 
before the public hearing is scheduled. 5. Order, Questions of. 

6. Parliamentary inquiry. 
7. Reopen nominations. 
8. Suskend the rules. 
9. Tabe. · 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.23 
5.29 Presentation Priority. The committee Motion\& which (may not be Amended. 

chair, or in his or her absence or The following motions may not be 
forbearance another member of the amended: 
committee, then the sponsor, shall be 1. Adjburn. 
accorded priority in addressing the Board 2. Amend an amendment. 
to make a presentation c.oncerning any 3. Appeal of decision of the chair. 
matter submitted to the Board qy the 4. Postpone indefinitely. 
com111ittee; except that the Supervisor 5. Terminate debate. 
calling a matter out of committee shall be 6. Suspend the rules. 
accorded priority in addressing the Board 7. Table. 
for the purpose of making a presentation 8. Take from the table. 
concerning such matter. 9. Take up a question out of its 

proper order. 

~ 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.24 
5.30 Timin~ of Committee Division Qf the Question. At the 

Motions not Debatable. The following 
motions are not debatable: 

1. Terminate, limit, or extend debate. 
2. Close nominations. 
3. Division of the question/Duplication 

of file. 
4. Objections to consideration of a 

question. 
5. Order, Questions of. 
6. Parliamentary inquiry. 
7. Reopen nominations. 
8. Suspend the rules. 
9. Table. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Motions which may not be Amended. 
The following motions may not be 
amended: 

1. Adjourn. 
2. Amend an amendment. 
3. Appeal of decision of the chair. 
4. Postpone indefinitely. 
5. Terminate debate. 
6. Suspend the rules. 
7. Table. 
8. Take from the table. 
9. Take up a question out of its 

. proper order. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Motions which mav not be Amended. 

N 
(") 
0) ,.... 



Recommendations. When state or local request of any Supervisor, prior to the roll 
law requires the Board to act by a certain call for action on a matter, the 
date, or when the Board for legislative PresidentLGl=latf or the chair of the 
reasons desires to act by a certain date, ~shall order a question divided 
the Board may refer legislation to a (severed) if it includes propositions so 
committee with direction to return the distinct in substance that one being taken 
legislation to the Board by a specified date. away, one or more substantive 
In the event a committee does not take propositions shall remain for the decision 
timely action, the Clerk of the· Board shall of the Board. When divided, each 
place the legislation on the agenda of the proposition shall then be considered and 
full Board on the date the Board requested voted upon separately as if it had been 
presentation of the legislation. offered alone. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

New Section 
5.31 Number not used DuQlicati!:m of File At tbe reguest of ao~ 

Sugervisor 1:ii"ior to the roll call for action 
oo a matter the President/Chairor the 
chair of the committee shall order a file 
duplicated Qoce duplicated each piece 
of legislaWm shall be considered 
separate!~ aod grocessed accordiogl~. 

The following motions may not be amended: 
1. Adjourn. 
2. Amend an amendment. 
3. Appeal of decision of the chair. 
4. Postpone indefinitely. 
5. Terminate debate. 
6. Suspend the rules. 
7. Table. 
8. Take from the table. 
9. Take up a question out of its. 

proper order. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Duplication of File. At the request of any 
Supervisor, prior to the roll call for action on 
a matter, the President or the chair of the 
committee shall order a file duplicated. 
Once duplicated each piece of legislation 
shall be considered separately and 
processed accordingly. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.31.1 Failure of a Committee to Act within 30 Days. Should the 
committee to which a measure has been referred not report 
such measure to the Board within 30 days from the date of such 
reference, four or more Supervisors may, at any subsequent 
Board meeting at Roll Call for lr'ltroductions, call for said 
measure to be presented to the Board by inclusion on the 
agenda of its next regular meeting following that at which the 
call is made. If the President has determined that a measure 
creates or revises major City policy (Rule 5.40}, then th.e 30-day 
period provided for in this Rule (5.31) shall not begin to run until 
the 30-day period imposed by the President (Rule 5.40) has 
expired. 

. Section Current Rules of Order 

5.31.2 Failure of a Committee to Hear within 30 Days. Should a 
measure that has been referred to Committee not be heard 
within 30 days from the date of such reference, any Supervisor 
may, at any subsequent Board meeting at Roll Call for 
Introductions, call for said measure to be presented to the 
Board, provided, however, that the Supervisor has requested a 
hearing for the item in writing from the Chair of the Committee 
to which the item has been referred upon receipt the Clerk of 
the Board shall notify the Committee Chair. If the item is not 
included on the Committee's next published agenda following 
such a request, it will be included on agenda of the Board's 
next regular meeting. 
If the President has determined that a measure creates or 

. revises major City policy (Rule 5.40), then the 30-day period 
provided for in this Rule (5.31) shall not begin to run until the 
30-day.period imposed by the President (Rule 5.40) has 
expired. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section 

5.32 

Section 

5.33 

Current Rules of Order 

The Board May Call c). Measure from 
Committee. The Board by majority vote 
may order, by written motion, that a 
measure which has been referred to 
committee be returned to the Board at its 
next meeting. 

Current Rules of Order 

Calling an Emerg~ncy Measure from 
Committee. At the expiration of five days 
from the date of reference to committee of 
an emergency measure in the nature of a 
proposed ordinance, any Supervisor may 
call for said emergency measure and 
require that the Clerk of the Board include 
such measure on the agenda for the 
regular meeting next subsequent to such 
call. Such call shall be directed, in writing, 
to the Clerk of the Board. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.25 
Seriatim Consideration. When a 
measure under debate includes points 
which are intimately connected, any 
Supervisor may have the matter 
considered by sections or paragraphs. 
Each section or paragraph may be 
amended while being considered, and the 
proposition as a whole shall then be voted 
upon. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.26 
Termination of Debate/Call the 
Question, Three Supervisors may move 
to terminate debate on a matter. If the 
motion carries, all debate on the matter 
pending shc;1II terminate. The matter under 
discussion shall then be immediately put 
to a vote. It shall require a two-thirds vote 
of the Supervisors present to adopt a 
motion teq11inating debate. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Seriatim Consideration. When a measure 
under debate includes points which are 
intimately connected, any Supervisor may 
have the matter considered by sections or 
paragraphs: Each section or paragraph 
may be amended while being considered, 
and the proposition as a whole shall then be 
voted upon. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Termination of Debate/Call the Question. 
Three Supervisors may move to terminate 
debate on a matter. If the motion carries, all 
debate on the matter pending shall 
terminate. The matter under discussion 
shall then be immediately put to a vote. It 
shall require a two-thirds vote of the 
Supervisors present to adopt a motion 
terminating debate. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.31 
5.34 Notice of Call from Committee. When a Table. A motion to table shall be in order 

measure is called out of committee for the purpose of postponing temporarily 
pursuant to this rule, the clerk of the or postponing indefinitely a matter before 
committee shall notify by mail all the Board or a committee and requires the 
ascertainable interested parties that the approval of six Supervisors. A tabled 
measure has been called out of committee matter may be taken from the table at the 
and will be considered by the Board on a same meeting at which it was tabled, and 
specified date. then considered. A tabled matter may be 

taken from the table at the next meeting, 
provided that the Board has approved a 
written motion to remove from the table 

- that appeared on the agenda at the 
subsequent meeting. if the motion is 
approved, the matter shall not be 
considered until the ne~t following meeting 
so that its consideratiori may be posted. 
QUblisbed and noticed, 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.33 
5.35 Meetings on Tuesday. No committee Reading Titles. The Clerk of the Board 

meeting ?hall commence on a Tuesday may read a.bbreviated titles of measures 
after 12:30 p.m., or continue past 2:00 p.m. on the agenda when the abbreviated 
on a Tuesday (or Wednesday when the wordirg will clearly express to the 
regular meeting of the Board falls on that Supervisors and the listening public the 
day because of a holiday) without the nature of the measure. 
express permission of the President of the 
Board 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Table. A motion to table shall be in order 
for the purpose of postponing temporarily or 
postponing indefinitely a matter before the 
Board or a committee and requires the 
approval of six Supervisors. A tabled matter 
may be taken from the table at the same 
meeting at which it was tabled, and then 
considered. A tabled matter may be taken 
from the table at the next meeting, provided 
that the Board has approved a wriften 
motion to remove from the table that 
appeared on the agenda at the subsequent 
meeting. If the motion is approved, the 
matter shall not be considered until the next 
following meeting so that its consideration 
may be posted, published, and noticed. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Reading Titles. The Clerk of the Board 
may read abbreviated titles of measures on 
the agenda when the abbreviated wording 
will clearly express to the Supervisors and 
the listening public the nature of the 
measure. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 4.28 
5.36 Filing of Inactive Matters. If the Privilege· of the Fl9or. The privilege of 

Supervisor sponsoring a measure or the floor shall not be granted, for any 
request for hearing, and the chair to which purpose, to persons other than officers of 
it has been assigned, inform the Clerk of the City and County or their duly 
the Board they deem the matter to be authorized representatives. Thi·s rule shall 
inactive, the Clerk of the Board shall file the not be suspended except by unanimous 
matter. Such matters may be reactivated consent of all Supervisors present. 
as provided in these rules. Persons granted the privilege of the floor 

pursuant to this provision shall confine · 
their remarks to t~e question before the 
Board. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

5.37 Filing Inactive Matters After Six Months; Filing Number not used 
Proposed Charter Amendments Not Placed On Th.e 
Ballot. If a measure (other than a Charter amendment) 
or a hearing request referred to committee has not been 
heard by the committee for any five consecutive 
calendar months, the Clerk of the Board shall note on 
the next committee pending list that unless the item is 
heard the following month 'it is deemed to be inactive 
and shall be filed by the Clerk of the Board, who shall 
make an appropriate note on the legislative history 
record of such filing. San Francisco Elections Code, 
Section 300, provides that proposed Charter 
amendments the Board wishes to submit to the voters 
may be submitted for the next election held no fewer 
than 102 days after the date of l;iUbmission, and allows 
the Director of Elections to accept from the Board one 
proposed Charter amendment a week later, but no fewer 
than 95 days before the date of an election. On the 941

h 

day prior to each City and County election, the Clerk of 
the Board shall file all pending proposed Charter 
amendments that have not been submitted to the voters 
by the Board for that election. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Privilege of the Floor. The privilege of the 
floor shall not be granted, for any purpose, 
to persons other than officers of the City or 
their duly authorized representatives. This 
rule shall not be suspended except by 
unanimous consent of all Sup.ervisors 
present. Persons granted the privilege of 
the floor pursuant to this provision shall 
confine their remarks to the question before 
the Board. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.38 Presidential Committee Service. When 
only one member is available to attend a 
meeting of a standing or select committee 
of the Board, in order that the committee 
may conduct its scheduled business, the 
President may serve on the committee 
with all the duties and responsibilities of a 
member of the committee except that the 
President shall not serve as chair of the 
committee. If a second regular member bf 
the committee arrives at the meeting, the 
President shall then no longer have any 
voice or vote as a member of the 
committee. This rule shall not apply to a 
committee on which the President is a 
regular member. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.39 Committee Consent Agenda. Any committee chair, in reviewing matters to be included in a committee 
agenda, will determine whether there are routine, non-controversial items which would be appropriate for 
inclusion in a consent agenda section. When a consent agenda is utilized, it shall be shown as a single-
numbered item . 
. a. The Budget Analyst shall not be required to submit reports on current agenda items. 

b. Whereas clauses of resolutions and findings clauses of ordinances should explain why the legislation 
needs expedited review by the Board of Supervisors, and why the resolutions shyould be considered 
as routine items and placed on a consent agenda. 

c. The following items, and similar items, may be placed automatically on consent agendas in committee: 
1. amendments to the City Code that have no fiscal impact and have not been subjected to the 30-

day rule provided in Rule 5.40 (which governs amendments to the City Code that have been 
determined by the President to create or revise major City policy); 

2. specific authorizations to sell bonds; 
3. the refunding of bonds when done only to achieve lower interest rates and cost savings for the City; 
4. authorizations for the acceptance of gifts; 
5. authorizations for the acceptance and expenditure of grant funds; 
6. authorizations for renewing property leases, with no significant changes in the terms of the lease 

(the implementation of COLAs is not considered a significant change in the terms of a lease); 
7. supplemental appropriations that only involve non-General Fund monies or re~appropriate funds 

that have previously been appropriated by the Board of Supervisors. 
8. releases of reserve under $500,000. 
9. other items that the Committee Chair and the Budget Analyst agree do not require a Budget 

Analyst's review and report. 
d. The Budget Analyst shall provide a Reference Manual to each Department identifying the list of 

. reaquired information to be provided by each Department (for example, budget information, number of 
positions, annual salary range per position, consultants, hourly rates, total hours and changes) for 
each type of item (for example, grants, gifts and leases) that would be placed on consent, as well as 
non-consent items. 

e. The Budget Analyst shall prepare a checklist of the type of information to be provided for each type of 
item on a committee consent agenda. 

f. Departments shall submit the required information to the Board of Supervisors and the Budget Analyst 
for each item. 

g. Each Committee Chair shall work with the Budget Analyst and the Clerk of the Board to determine 
specific items to be placed on committee consent and regular agendas. 

h. The Budget Analyst shall prepare written reports for items oh a committee's regular agenda having 
fiscal impact. For each item on a committee's consent agenda, the Budget Analyst shall submit a 
checklist certifying the basis for placing the item on a consent agenda. 

i. Departmental representatives shall attend Committee meetings wheri they have items pending before 
a committee, including consent items .. 

Proposed 
Rules 
Revisions 

Number not 
used 

Cleaned 
Rules 
Revisions 
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5.39 
con't. 

Section 

5.40 

A Committee member may pull any item off a consent agenda, and may question departmental 
representatives. A Committee may continue a conser:it agenda item and refer the item back to the 
Budget Analyst's office for the preparation of a report to be prepared for a subsequent Committee 
meeting. If the Chair of the Committee, or a majority ofthe Committee members, determine that the 
continued consent agenda item requires expedited consideration by the Board of Supervisors, then 
the Committee may decide to report the item, without Committee recommendation, to the Board of 
Supervisors and request that the Budget Analyst's report on the item be delivered to the Board of 
Supervisors prior to the Board's consideration of the item. 

Current Rules of Order Proposed Rule~ Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Committee Hearings on Major Policy Number not used 
Issues Deferred for 30 Days. When a 
measure is introduced which would create 
or revise major City policy, the committee 
to which the measure is assigned shall not 
consider the measure until at least 30 days 
after the day of introduction. The 
provisions of this rule shall not apply to the 
routine operations of the departments of 
the City, or when a legal time limit controls 
the hearing timing. The determination of 
whether a measure involves a major policy 
issue shall initially be made by the Clerk of 
the Board, subject to reversal by the 
President of the Board. The provisions of 
this rule are in addition to the requirements 
of Rule 5.27 which_ requires, with 
exceptions, that a proposed amendment to 
the Municipal Code or Administrative Code 
be available to the public for seven days 
prior to receiving a recommendation by a 
Board committee. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

5.41 Action on Amendments to 
Administrative Code Involving Land Use 
or Planning Deferred for 30 Days. Upon 
introduction, any legislation containing 
significant amendments to the 
Administrative Code involving issues 
related to planning or land use, shall be 
referred to the Planning Department for 
review and comment. Neither the Board, 
nor any committee of the Board, may act 
on such legislation until 30 days after the 
date of introduction. The determination of 
whether a measure involves a significant 
amendment to the Administrative Code 
involving a land use or planning issue shall 
initially be made by the Clerk of the Board, 
subject to reversal by the President of the 
Board. 

Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Number riot used 
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Current Rules of Order 
Section 

6.1 Organization and Election of President. 
At 12:00 noon on the 8th day of January in 
odd-numbered years next following their . 
election, or at 10:00 a.m. on the following 
business day if the 8th of January falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the newly 
elected and continuing members of the 
Board shall meet at the Legislative 
Chamber in City Hall. The Board shall by 
majority vote elect one of its members as 
President for a two-year term. If a vacancy 
in the office of President of the Board shall 
occur prior to the end of the term, the 
Board shall by a majority vote elect one of 
its members to fill the unexpired portion of 
the term. At the time designated for the 
election of a Board President, the presiding 
officer shall entertain nominations from the 
Supervisors for the position of President. 
When there are no further nominations, the 
presiding officer shall declare the 
nominations closed, and the Clerk cif the 
Board shall then call the roll of Supervisors. 
If no nominee receives a majority of the 
v_otes, then the presiding officer shall direct 
additional roll calls until a nominee receives 
a majority vote and a President is elected. 
The members of the Board may, by 
majority vote, and at any time during the 
election process, reopen nominations. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

I 

Organization ~nd Election of President. 
At 12:00 noon ori the 8th day of January in 
odd-numbered years next following their 
election, or at 10:00 a.m. on the following 
business day if the 8th of January falls on 
a Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the newly 
elected and continuing members of the 
Board shall meet at the Legislative 
Chamber in City Hall. The. Board shall by 
majority vote elect one of its members as 
President for a two-year term. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Organization and Election of President. 
At 12 noon on the eighth day of January in 
odd-numbered years next following their 
election, or at 10:00 a.m. on the following 
business day if the 8th of January falls on a 
Saturday, Sunday, or holiday, the newly 
elected and continuing members of the 
Board shall meet at the Legislative Chamber 
in City Hall. The Board shall by majority 
vote elect one of its members as President 

· for a two-year term. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

6.1.1 Number not used Vacancy in the Office of the President 
of the Board. If a llacam:;~ io tbe office of 
tbe President of tbe Board SHa1+ occurs 
prior to the end of the term, the Board 
shall by a majority vote elect one of its 
members to fill the unexpired portion of 
the term. At the time designated for the 
election of a Board President, the 
presiding officer shall entertain 
nominations from the Supervisors for the 
position of President. When there are no 
further nominations, the presiding officer 
shall declare the nominations closed, and 
the Clerk of the Board shall then call the 
roll of Supervisors. If no nominee 
receives a majority of the votes, then the 
presiding officer shall direct additional roll 
calls until a nominee receives a majority 
vote and a President is elected. The 
members of the Bqard may, by majority 
vote, and at any time during the election 
process, reopen nominations. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from bid 6.21 
6.2 Regular Meetinas of Board. The Board Board Seniority. The assignment to 

shall hold a regular meeting in the Board members of ~ffices in City Hall, 
Chamber in City Hall each week at 2:00 parking spaces at City Hall, seats in the 
p.m. on Tuesday, unless it is a holiday, in Legislative Chamber, and the appointment 
which case the meeting shall be cancelled. of Board mernbers to compensated 
The Board shall not meet during the week . commission positions, shall be determined 
after Thanksgiving or between December by seniority. Seniority shall be determined 
24 and December 31, inclusive. as provided in this Rule. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Vacancy in the Office of the President of 
the Board. If a vacancy in the office of the 
President of the Board occurs prior to the 
end of the term, the Board shall by a 
majority vote elect one of its members to fill 
the unexpired portion of the term. At the 
time designated for the election of a Board 
President, the presiding officer shall 
entertain nominations from the Supervisors 
for the position of President. When there 
are no further nominations, the presiding 
officer shall declare the nominations closed, 
and the Clerk of the Board shall then call the 
roll of Supervisors. If no nominee receives a 
majority of the votes, then the presiding 
officer shall direct additional roll calls until a 
nominee receives a majority vote and a 
President is elected. The members of the 
Board may, by majority vote, and at any 
time during the election process, reopen 
nominations. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Board Seniority. The assignment to Board 
members of offices in City Hall, parking 
spaces at City Hall, seats in the Legislative 
Chamber, and the appointment of Board 
members to compensated commission 
positions, shall be determined by seniority. 
Seniority shall be determined as provided in 
this Rule. 
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· Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions 

6.2.1 Number not used FeF memseFs ef Urn Beaf'El 13e§iRRi~ For members of the Board beginning 
seFvice eR the Bears ef SupeFviseFS eR service on the Board of Supervisors on 
daR1:1aFy g, 2:QQ~, Board membe[s' January 8, 2001, Board members' 
seniority, aREl at aRy time thernaftBF, seniority, and at any'time thereafter, 
whether elected or appointed, seRiOFity whether elected or appointed, seniority 
shall be initially assumed determined by shall be initially assumed determined by 
those having the longest period of those having the longest period of 
uninterrupted service on the Bo.ard. uninterrupted service on the Board. Higher 
Higher seniority among Supervisors who seniority among Supervisors who initially 
initially assumed office at the same time assumed office at the same time shall be 
shall be determinea by a lottery to be determined by a lottery to be conducted by 
conducted by the Clerk of the Board at a the Clerk of the Board at a meeting of the 
meeting of the Board held within two Board held within two weeks of the election 
weeks of the election or appointment of or appointment of the new Supervisors. 
the new Supervisors. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions Cleaned Rules Revisions -=::I" 
-=::I" 
a, 

Moved from old 6.12 ,-

6.3 Special Meetings of Board. A special Board Vacancies. As vacancies occur in Board Vacancies. As vacancies occur in . 
meeting of the Board may be called at any Supervisor's Chamber seats, m offices fef Supervisor's Chamber seats, offices, and 
time by the President of said Board, or by a tl=le 1:1se ef S1:1peFVis0Fs aREI tl=leiF staffs, parking spaces, their availability shall be on 
majority of the Board, as specified in and parking spaces, their availability shall the basis of seniority. A Supervisor shall not 

· Section 2.8 of the San Francisco be on the basis of seniority. A Supervisor be involuntarily displaced while holding 
Administrative Code. aREl tl=leiF staff eccupyiA§ sucl=l seats, office. A Supervisor may be displaced from 

effices aREl parl<iR§ spaces shall not be a seat in the Chamber by seniority because 
involuntarily displaced while #le of Presidential succession. In that event, 
SupeFviseF holds!Qg office. except that~ the Supervisor may choose to occupy either 
Supervisor may be displaced from a seat a vacant seat or a seat occupied by a 
in the Chamber by seniority because of Supervisor with less seniority, who in turn 
Presidential succession. aoo 1n that event, may exercise the same option. 
the Supervisor may choose to occupy 
either a vacant seat or a seat occupied by 
a Supervisor with less seniority, who in 
turn may exercise the same options. 



Section yurrent RuJes of Order 

6.4 Attendance at Meetings. Unless 
excused, all Supervisors shall be in their 
respective seats at the hour appointed for 
each regular, special or recessed meeting 
of the Board. No Supervisor shall be 
excused from attendance at a Board 
meeting except by a vote of the majority of 
the Supervisors present or from a portion 
of the meeting by the President.. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

6.5 Committee Appointments. The President 
shall appoint, by written notice filed with the 
Clerk of the Board, the membership and 
schedule of all standing and special 
committees and their respective chairs 
and vice chairs, exceptthat in the case 
of a joint committee, the chair of the 
committee designated first by the President 
in the order of referral shall serve as chair 
of the joint committee and the chair of the 
committee designated second shall serve 
as the vice chair of the joint committee. 

Proposed Rules. Revisions 

Moved from old 6.6 
Board Representatives. The President 
shall represent the Board at functions 
within and outside the City and County, 
subject to fiscal provisions of the Charter, 
and may designate representatives of the 
Board authorized tp attend meetings and 
conventions of other organizations. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.15 
Outside Boards and Commissions. 
Each Supervisor is restricted to serving on 
no more than two outside boards or 
commissions which remunerate service 
unless every Supervisor has been polled 
in order of seniority and declined to serve. 
Before a Supervisor may be appointed to 
a first term of a second outside board or 
commission (excluding appointment to the 

. San Francisco Local Agency Formation 
Commission and the San Francisco 
Transportation Authority) every other 
Supervisor shall have been given the 
opportunity to serve on at least one 
outside ooard or commission. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Board Representatives. The President 
shall represent the Board at functions within 
and outside the City, subject to -fiscal 
provisions of the Charter, and may 
designate representatives of the Board 
authorized to attend meetings and 
conventions of other organizations. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Outside Boards and Commissions. Each 
Supervisor is restricted to serving on no 
more than two outside boards or 
commissions which remunerate service 
unless every Supervisor has been polled in 
order of seniority and declined to serve. 
Before a Supervisor may be appointed to a 
first term of a second outside board or 
commission (excluding appointment to the 
San Francisco Local Agency Formation 
Commission and the San Francisco 
Transportation Authority) every other 
Supervisor shall have beeh given the 
opportunity to serve on at least one outside 
board or commission. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rul~s Revisions 

Moved from old 6.13 
6.6 Board Representatives. The Legislative Chamber. The Legislative 

President shall represent the Board at Chamber shall be under the supervision and 
functions within and outside the City control of the President of the Board whether 

- and County, subject to fiscal the Board is in session or not. Except provided 
provisions of the Charter, and may in this rule, it shall be used solely by the Board 
designate representatives of the and its standing or special committees for the 
Board authorized to attend meetings transaction of public business of the City afl-G 
and conventions of other County. If not required for such use, the 
organizations. President may permit its use by agencies of the 

regional,· Federal, State or lQQ.al City and 
County governments for the transaction of 
public business. Application for such use shall 
be made in writing to the Clerk of the Board. 
Any permission so granted may be canceled or 
revoked by the President, where necessary, for 
the protection of City and County property, the 
preservation of order, or other sufficient reason. 
Such permission shall be canceled or revoked 
by the President if and when it shall appear that 
the Chamber will be required for use of the 
Board or its aommittees. When Board and 
committee assignments will permit, the 
Chamber may qe authorized by the President 
for use by others ih conducting formal 
ceremonies suqh as swearing in members of 
the judiciary and commissions; by commissions 
and official or quasi official groups on which a 
Supervisor serves and will be in attendance; 
and by similar commission or groups involving 

· direct participation and attendance by the 
Mayor, if the request is made by the Mayor. 
The President shall assign seats in the 
Chamber to prQpE~rly accredited news media 
representative~ and public officials. The 
Chamber shall be used 9nly for governmental 
purposes. The President shall not permit the 
Chamber to be used by private or non-profit 
groups no matter how worthy their cause. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Legislative Chamber. The Legislative 
Chamber shall be under the supervision and 
control of the President of the Board 
whether the Board is in session or not. 
Except provided in this rule, it shall be used 
solely by the Board and its standing or 
special committees for the transaction of 
public business of the City. If not required 
for such use, the President may permit its 
use by agencies of the regional, Federal, 
$tate or local governments for the 
transaction of public business. Application 
for such use shall be made in writing to the 
Clerk of the Board. Any permission so 
granted may be canceled or revoked by the 
President, where necessary, for the 
protection of City property, the preservation 
of order, or other sufficient reason. Such 
permission shall be canceled or revoked by 
the President if and when it shall appear that 
the Chamber will be required for use of the 
Board or its committees. When Board and 
committee assignments will permit, the 
Chamber may be authorized by the 
President for use by others in conducting 
formal ceremonies such as swearing in 
members of the judiciary and commissions; 
by commissions and official or quasi official 
groups on which a Supervisor serves and 
will be in attendance; and by similar 
commission or groups involving direct 
participation and attendance by the Mayor, if 
the request is made by the Mayor. The 
President shall assign seats in the Chamber 
to properly accredited news media 
representatives and public officials. The 
Chamber shall be used. only for 
governmental purposes. The President 
shall not permit the Chamber to be used by 
private or non-profit groups no matter how 
worthy their cause. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.14 
6.7 Security Officers. The Board requests the Subpoenas. Whenever the subpoena 

Sheriff to provide at each meeting of the power of the Board is to be exercised in an 
Board at least one deputy sheriff and such inquiry conducted pursuant to the 
additional deputies as the Sheriff judges to provisions of the Charter, the subpoena 
be appropriate. shall be issued upon a motion duly 

s~conded, with an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the Supervisors present, which 
subpoena shall be issued and 
authenticated in the name of the Board by 
the Clerk of the Board. Any person 
refusing to obey such subpoena or to 
produce such books, papers, testimony or 

· other evidence shall be deemed in 
contempt and shall be subject to 
proceedings and penalties as provided by 
general law in such instances. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

. Subpoenas. Whenever the subpoena 
power of the Board is to be exercised in an 
inquiry conducted pursuant to the provisions 
of the Charter, the subpoena shall be issued 
upon a motion duly seconded, with an 
affirmative vote of a majority of the 
Supervisors present, which subpoena shall 
be issued and authenticated in the name of 
the Board by the Clerk of the Board. Any 
person refusing to obey such subpoena or 
to produce such books, papers, testimony or 

. other evidence shall be deemed in contempt 
and shall be subject to proceedings and 
penalties as provided by general law in such 
instances. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6;8 Disorderly Conduct. The presiding officer 
shall order removed from the meeting room 
any person who commits the following acts · 
in respect to a meeting of the Board or of a 
standing or special committee: 

6.8.1 Disorderly, contemptuous or insolent 
behavior toward the Board or committee or 
any member thereof, tending to interrupt the 
due and orderly course of said meeting; 

6.8.2 A breach of the peace, boisterous 
conduct or violent disturbance, tending to 
interrupt the du(a and orderly course of said 
meeting; 

6.8.3 Disobedience of any lawful order of 
the presiding officer, which shall include an 
order to be seated or to refrain from 
addressing the Board or committee; 

6.8.4 Usage and ringing of cell phones, 
pagers, or other electronic communication 

. devices in its Board and Committee 
meetings; 

6.8.5 Any other unlawful interference with 
the due and orderly course of said meeting. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.22 
Website Design a11d Maintenance for 
the Board of Supervisors. The Board 
directs the Clerk of the Board to provide, 
maintain, and update a Website for the 
Board. Subject to the following 
exceptions, the Clerk of the Board shall 
have complete charge of such Website, 
including its content, provided that the 
Clerk of the Board shall at a minimum post 
the follm11ring infoq11ation about each 
Supervisor on a separate Webpage 
dedicated to the Supervisor: the 
Supervis9r's hame, picture, district 
number, contact information, and 
committee and board assignments; the 
names of the Supervisor's aides; and the 
date on which the.Supervisor's current 
term expires and a mai;i Qf the District. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Website Design and Maintenance for the 
Board of Supervisors. The Board directs 
the Clerk of the Board to provide, maintain, 
and update a Website for the Board. 
Subject to the following exceptions, the 
Clerk of the Board shall have complete 
charge of such Website, including its 
content, provided that the Clerk of the Board 
shall at a minimum post the following 
information about each Supervisor on a 
separate Webpage dedicated to the 
Supervisor: the Supervisor's name, picture, 
district number, contact information, and 
committee and board assignments; the 
names of the Supervisor's a1des; and the 
date on which the Supervisor's current term 
expires and a map of the District. 
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Section 

6.9 

Section 

6.10 

Current Rules of Order 

Conduct Enforcement. Any person 
removed from a meeting shall be excluded 
from further attendance at the meeting 
from which removed, unless permission to 
attend is granted upon motion adopted by 
a majority vote of the Board or committee. 
Such exclusion shall be effected by 
attendant law enforcement officer or 
officers upon being so directed by the 
presiding officer. Any law enforcement 
officer or officers on duty and in _attendance 
at the meeting, or whose services are 
commanded by the presiding officer, shall 
carry out all orders and instructions given 
by the presiding officer for the purpose of 
maintaining order and decorum at a Board 
or committee meeting. 

Current Rules of Order 

Law Violations. In addition to effecting the 
removal of any person who, in the opinion 
of the presiding officer, has violated the 
order and decorur:n of any meeting, such 
presiding officer may direct any law 
enforcement officer or officers to place 
such person under arrest for violation of · 
Section 403 or Section 415 of the California 
Penal Code, or Section 147 of the San 
Francisco Police Code, or any other 
applicable law, and shall cause such 
person to be prosecuted therefor, the 
complaint to be signed by such presiding 
officer, the Clerk of the Board, or the clerk 
of the meeting. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.23 
Process for Review and Approval of 
Board of Superv1s(>rs/Clerk of the 
Board's Annual Budget Pri_or to . 
Submission to the Mayor. The Board 
shall refer to the appropriate Board 
committee a public hearing for discussion -
of budget balancing guidelines to be 
implemented by the Clerk of the Board in 
preparation of the fiscal year budget for 
the Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 
Board. This hearing shall occur no later 
than 60 days prior to submission of the 
proposed fiscal year budget to the Mayor. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.24 
Timeline for Review and Adoption of the 
Draft Budget. The Clerk of the Board 
shall propose a timeline for an additional 
committee hearing(s) for review and 
adoption of the proposed fiscal year budget 
prior to its submission to the Mayor. This 
hearing shall oc;cur no later than 15 days 
prior to submission of the proposed fiscal 
year budget tb the Mayor. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Process for Review and Approval of 
Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 
Board's Annual Budget Prior to 
Submission to the Mayor. The Board 
shall refer to the appropriate Board 
committee a public hearing for discussion of 
budget balancing guidelines to be 
implemented by the Clerk of the Board in 
preparation of the fiscal year budget for the 
Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the Board. 
This hearing shall occur no later than 60 
days prior to submission of the proposed 
fiscal year budget to the Mayor. 

Cieaned Rules Revisions 

Timeline for Review and Adoption of the 
Draft Budget. The Clerk of the Board shall 
propose a timeline for an additional 
committee hearing(s) for review and 
adoption of the proposed fiscal year budget 
prior to its submission to the Mayor. This 
hearing shall occur no later than 15 days 
prior to submission of the proposed fiscal 
year budget to the Mayor. 

O') 

o:::t 
O') 

T""" 



Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 6.25 
6.11 President Pro Tem. The President may Material Economic Impact Legislation 

name any Supervisor to perform the duties Guidelines. 
of the President, but such substitutions The Board of Supervisors hereby 
shall not extend beyond adjournment. determines that The following items do not 

require a report by the Office of Economic 
Analysis: for the Board's purposes in 
conducting meetings and considering and 
potentially adopting legislation: 
commendations; proclamations; 
resolutions authorizing the acceptance 
and expenditure of grants from 
government agencies; resolutions that 
urge actions; all appointments to City 
boards, commissions, advisory 
committees and task forces; public 
hearings that have no accompanying 
legislation; resolutions that support or 
oppose legislation pending before other 
local, state, or federal legislative bodies or 
executives; and motions. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Economic Impact Legislation 
Guidelines. The following items do not 
require a report by the Office of Economic 
Analysis: for the Board's purposes in 
conducting meetings and considering and 
potentially adopting legislation: 
commendations; proclamations; resolutions 
authorizing the acceptance and 
expenditure of grants from government 
agencies; resolutions that urge actions; all 
appointments to City boards, commissiens, 
advisory committees and task forces; public 
hearings that have no accompanying 
legislation; resolutions that support or 
oppose legislation pending before other 
local, state, or federal legislative bodies or 
executives; and motions. 

0 
U') 
0) 
,.... 



Section Current Rules of Order 

6.12 Vacancies. As vacancies occur in 
Chamber seats, in offices for the use of 
Supervisors and their staffs, and in parking 
spaces, their availability shall be on the 
basis of seniority. Supervisors and their 
staff occupying such seats, offices and 
parking spaces shall not be involuntarily, 
displaced while the Supervisor holds office, 
except that a Supervisor may be displaced 

· from a seat in the Chamber by seniority 
because of Presidential succession, and in 
that event the Supervisor may choose to 
occupy either a vacant seat or a seat 
occupied by a Supervisor with less . 
seniority, who in turn may exercise the 
same options. 

Section Cµrrent Rules of Order 

6.12.1 Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Moved from old 2.21 
Honors. The Board shall issue honors in 

. the following categories: 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Engrossed Resolutions. Such 
resolutipn~; s/hall be prepared for 
Supervisors leaving office; department 
heads leaving City servicE;i after at least 
1 O years of service )Nith the City; arid 
Mayors, members of Congress, and 
members of the State Legislature upon 
leaving office. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Honors. The Board shall issue honors in 
the following categories: 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Engrossed Resolutions. Such 
resolutions shall be prepared for 
Supervisors leaving office; department 
heads leaving City service after at least 10 
years of service with the City; and Mayors, 
members of Congress, and members of the 
State Legislature upon leaving office. 
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Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

6.12.2 Number not used Certificates of Honor. Each member of 
the Board is authorized to issue 
Certificates of Honor on behalf of the 
Board without further Board action. i-R 
accordance 1.vith the following procedure: 

' a) No certiooate----sh-aU-ee-isslffiG--ffi--a 
~:ias rnceiveEl a· 
certificate wiU:iin the previol:ls tv,1elve 
months; b) each GupePJisoF Elesiring to 
issl:le a Gertifisate of Flener shall list the 
name of the prnposeEl recipient on a 
comp1:1ter tlosl:lmeAt prnviEleEI l:ly the Glerl<: 
of the BoarEI anEl availal:lle to eaG-h-
Gl:lpervisoF's office; s) Supervisors may 
indicate their desire to join in sponsoring 
the certificate. The primary sponsor shall 
then permit the additional Supervisors to 
sign the certificate. 

Section Current Rules of Order Proposed Rules Revisions 

6.12.3 Number not used Letter of Commendation. Each Supervisor 
is authorized to issue Letters of 
Commendation in the name of the Board 
without limit as to number: 

-

C 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Certificates of Honor. Each member of 
the Board is authorized to issue Certificates 
of Honor on behalf of the Board without 
further Board action. Supervisors may 
indic~te their desire to join in sponsoring 
the certificate. The primary sponsor shall 

- then permit the additional Supervisors to 
sign the certificate. 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

Letter of Commendation. Each 
Supervisor is authorized to issue Letters of 
Commendation in the name of the Board 
without limit as to number. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6.13 Legislative Chamber. The Legislative 
Chamber shall be under the supervision and 
control of the President of the Board whether 
the Board is in session or not. Except 
provided in this rule, it shall be used solely by 
the Board and its standing or special 
committees for the transaction of public 
business of the City and County. If not 
required for such use, the President may 
permit its use by agencies of the regional, 
Federal, State or City and County 
governments for the transaction of public 
business. Application for such use shall be 
made in writing to the Clerk of the Board. Any 
permission so granted may be canceled or 
revoked by the President, where necessary, 
for the protection of City and County property, 
the preservation of order, or other sufficient 
reason. Such permission shall be canceled or 
revoked by the President if and when it shall 
appear that the Chamber will be required for 
use of the Board or its committees. When 
Board and committee assignments will permit, 
the Chamber may be authorized by the 
President for use by others in conducting 
formal ceremonies such as swearing in 
members of the judiciary and commissions; by 
commissions and official or quasi official 
groups on which a Supervisor serves and will 
be in attendance; and by similar commission 
or groups involving direct participation and 
attendance by the Mayor, if the request is 
made by the Mayor. The President shall 
assign seats in the Chamber td properly 
accredited news media representatives and 
public officials. The Chamber shall be used 
only for governmental purposes. The 
President shall not permit the Chamber to be 
used by private or non-profit groups no matter 
how worthy their cause. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6.14 Subpoenas. Whenever the subpoena 
power of the Board is to be exercised in an 
inquiry conducted pursuant to the 
provisions ofthe Charter, the subpoena 
shall be issued upon a motion duly 
seconded, with an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the Supervisors present, which 
subpoena shall be issued and 
authenticated in the name of the Board of 
Supervisors by the Clerk of said Board. 
Any person refusing to obey such . 
subpoena or to produce such books, 
papers, testimony or other evidence shall 
be deemed in contempt and shall be 
subject to proceedings and penalties as 
provided by general law in such instances. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

6.15 Outside Boards and Commissions. 
Each Supervisor is restricted to serving on 
no more than two outside Boards or 
commissions which remunerate service 
uniess every Supervisor has been polled in 
order of seniority and declined to serve. 
Before a Supervisor may be appointed to a 
first term of a second outside Board or 
Commission (excluding appointment to the 
San Francisco Local Agency Formation 
Commission and the San Francisco 
Transportation Authority) every other 
Supervisor shall have been given the 
opportunity to serve on at least one outside 
Board or Commission. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6.16 Management Audits. It is the policy of the 
Board that each program of the City and 
County and the Redevelopment Agency 
(over whose budget the Board has 
jurisdiction) be the subject of a 
performance or management audit at least 
once every eight years. It shall be the 
function of these audits to ensure that City 
departments and the agency m~ke prudent 
and efficient use of City resources and that 
the departments and agency effectively 
perform the functions assigned to them by 
the Charter and applicable laws. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

6.17 Audit Schedule. No later than the 15th of 
January each year, the Budget Analyst and 
the Controller shall submit to the Board a 
proposed schedule of performance and 
management audits to be conducted of 
programs of City and County departments 
and the ag~ncy. Priorities to be used in 
developing the proposed schedule shall 
include programs that have never 
undergone a management c;1udit, programs 
that have gone the longest period of time 
since their last management audit, ·and such 
other criteria as may be approved by the 
Audit Committee. 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Proposed Rules Revisions 

Number not used 

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

.-

Cleaned Rules Revisions 

LO 
LO 
m 
T""" 



Section Current Rules of Order 

6.18 Approval of Schedule. The Board shall 
review and approve by resolution the 
scf1edule of performance and management 
audits within 60 days of its receipt. Prior to 
approving ttie proposed audit schedules the 
Board may modify, add, or delete items from 
the schedule. Nothing in these rules, 
however, shall restrict the Controller from 
conducting an a1.1dit of any program or 
department at any time. 

Section Current Rules of Order 

6.19 Meeting Absences. Each Supervisor shall 
· notify the President, affected committee 
chairs, and the Clerk of the Board of all 
anticipated absences from Board and 
committee meetings on forms to be 
provided by the Clerk of the Board. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6.20 Legislative Analysts. The Clerk of the 
Board, after hearing the recommendations 
of officials specified in the Annual Salary 
Ordinance, shall appoint one or more 
Legislative Analysts, in appropriate 
classifications, who, within their time 
resources as determined by the Clerk of 

·the Board, shall do the following: a) 
Respond to requests from individual 
Supervisors or the Clerk of t_he Board 
including, but not limited to, research, 
analysis, data gathering, advice, 
consultation and other assistance relating 
to the official duties of Supervisors or the 
Clerk of the Board. Individual Supervisors 
may request that the assistance of the 
Legislative Analyst regarding a particular 
matter be confidential. Any assistance 
concerning introduced legislation may only . 
be by request of the Board as a whole. b) 
Respond to requests from the Board as a 
whole including, but not limited to, 
analyzing introduced legislation, analyzing 
policy issues and providing assistance to 
Board task forces and advisory 
committees. Requests to the Legislative 
Analyst from the Board as a whole shall 
require the affirmative vote of a majority of 
the Board. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6.21 Board Seniority. The assignment to Board members of 
offices in City Hall, parking spaces at City Hall, seats in the 
Legislative Chamber, and the appointment of Board 
members to compensated commission positions, shall be 
determined by seniority. Seniority shall be determined as 
provided in this Rule: a) For members of the Board who 
began uninterrupted service on the Board prior to the 

, inauguration of a new Board of Supervisors on January 8, 
2001, and who are inaugurated on January 8, 2001, 
seniority shall be initially assumed by those having the 
longest period of uninterrupted service on the Board of 
Supervisors. Higher seniority among Supervisors who 
initially assumed office at the same time shall be 
determined by awarding higher seniority to the Supervisor 
who received the higher number of votes in the election 
that resulted in the beginning of their uninterrupted service. 
b) For members of the Board beginning service on the 
Board of Supervisors on January 8, 2001, and at any time 
thereafter, whether elected or appointed, seniority shall be 
initially assumed by those having the. longest period of 
uninterrupted service on the Board of Supervisors. Higher 
seniority amol'lg Supervisors who initially assumed office at 
the same time shall be determined by a lottery to be 
conducted by the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at a 
meeting of the Board of Supervisors held within two weeks 
of the election or appointment of the new Supervisors. 
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Section Current Rules of Order -

6.22 Website Design and Maintenance for the Board of Supervisors. The Board of Supervisors directs the 
Clerk of the Board to provide, maintain, and update a Website for the Board of Supervisors. Subject to the 
following exceptions, the Clerk of the Board shall have complete charge of such Website, including its 
content, provided that the Clerk of the Board shall at a minimum post the following information about each 
Supervisor on a separate Webpage dedicated to the Supervisor: the Supervisor's name, picture, district 
number, contact information, and committee and board assignmentE); tl1e names of the Supervisor's aides; 
and the date on which the Supervisor's current term expires. 

(a) In addition to the minimum information described above, any Supervisor may elect to have the Clerk of 
the Board maintain the following enhancements to the separate Webpage dedicated to the Supervisor. 

1. A "Greeting Page" shall be provided and maintained. It shall not exceed 100 words in length. The 
Greeting Page shall be updated not more than once per year. The Greeting Page shall contain a link 
providing information to members of the public about volunteering for Citizen Advisory Commissions 
and other City advisory bodies. 

2. The Greeting Page shall contain a link to a "Biographical Page" for each Supervisor. Biographical 
Pages shall not exceed 100 words in length. Th_e Biographical Pages shall be updated not more 
than once per year. 

3. The Greeting Page shall contain a link to a "Legislative Update Page" for each Supervisor. The 
Legislative Update Pages shall not exceed 200 words in length. The Legislative Update Pages shall 
be updated not more than four times per year. 

4. The Greeting Page may contain a link to a Webpage for eac.h Supervisor, at the discretion of each 
Supervisor, which shall be privately maintained by each Supervisor. These privately maintained 
Webpages shall be used solely in furtherance of the conduct of the Supervisor's City ·1egislative 
business, and shall not be used explicitly to urge support for or opposition to candidates or ballot 
measures, regardless of whether the candidate or measure has qualified for a ballot. These privately 
maintained Webpages shall not be used for any purpose prohibited by State or local law. 

1. Each of the Biographical Pages and each of the Legislative Update Pages shall be allocated the. 
same amount of City funding. Although the Clerk of the Board is not responsible for updating the 
privately maintained pages, these pages may be updated at public expense, and monies from the 
legislative funds provided to each Supervisor may be used for this purpose." 

(b) Any Supervisor may notify the Clerk of the Board in writing that the Supervisor will take responsibility 
for maintaining and updating the separate Webpage dedicated to the Supervisor. Upon the Clerk's 
receipt of such notification, the Supervisor shall have comp_lete charge of the separate Webpage. The 
Clerk of the Board shall have no responsibility to assist the Supervisor in maintaining or updating the 
separate Webpage and shall not be responsible for the content of such Webpages. Supervisors may 
use the available funds in their legislative accounts to maintain such webpages. Such Webpages shall 
be used solely in furtherance of the Supervisor's City legislative business and must at all times comply 
with applicable laws and policies, including but not limited to, the prohibitions on using City resources 
for-personal or political activities as well as the City's external linkinq, accessibility and privacy policies. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

6.23 Process for Review and Approval of 
Board of Supervisors/Clerk of the 
Board's Annual Budget Prior to 
Submission to the Mayor The Board of 
Supervisors shall refer to the appropriate 
Board Committee a public hearing for 
discussion of budget balancing guidelines 
to be implemented by the Clerk of the 
Board in preparation of the fiscal year 
budget for the Board of Supervisors/Clerk 
of the Board. This hearing shall occur no 
later than 60 days prior to submission of 
the proposed fiscal year budget to the 
Mayor. 

Section · Current Rules of Order 

6.24 Timeline for. Review and Adoption of the 
Draft Budget. The Clerk of the Board 
shall propose a timeline for an additional 
Committee hearing(s) for review and 
adoption of the proposed fiscal year budget 
prior to its submission to the Mayor. This 
hearing shall occur no later than 15 days 
prior to submission of the proposed fiscal 
year budget to the Mayor. 
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Section Current Rules of Order 

Material Economic Impact Legislation Guidelines. 
6.25 1.. The Board of Supervisors hereby determines that the following items do not require a 

report by the Office of Economic Analysis: for the Board's purposes in conducting 
meetings and considering and potentially adopting legislation: commendations; 
proclamations; resolutions authorizing the acceptance and expenditure of grants from 
government agencies; resolutions that urge actions; all appointments to City boards, 
commissions, advisory committees and task forces; public heari.ngs that have no 
accompanying legislation; resolutions that support or oppose legislation pending 
before other local, state, or federal legislative bodies or executives; and motions. 

2. Rule 6.25 does not affect the Rule 5.39 requirements for fiscal impact reports by the 
Budget Analyst. 

3. The Board shall consider and adopt all other proposed legislation in conjunction with 
any reports issued by the Office of Economic Analysis, as follows: 

(a) From the date of receipt of the legislation, the Office of Economic Analysis shall have 
30 days to submit a report to the Board of Supervisors; however, the President of the 
Board may grant 15 days of additional time (for a total of up to 45 days) for the Office 
of Economic Analysis to submit a report to the Board of Supervisors. The 30 (or up to 
45) days in which the Office of Economic Analysis has "to submit a report shall run 
concurrently with the 30 day review period that the Clerk and the President may 
impose on legislation (Rule 5.40). · 

(b) · The President of the Board of Supervisors may waive the requirement that the report 
by the Office of Economic Analysis must be received prior to an item being heard in 
committee. Such a waiver shall not affect any obligation of the Office of Economic 
Analysis to prepare and submit a report. If the Office of Economic Analysis does so 
within 30 (or up to 45) days, the Board must hold a public hearing on the report. 

(c) If the Office of Economic Analysis fails to submit the analysis by the deadline, 
including an extended deadline, the President shall waive the requirement that the 
r.eport be submitted to the Board prior to the legislation being heard, and the Board 
may then act on the legislation without the report. If the President fails to issue the 
required waiver, then the Board of Supervisors, by motion approved by six votes, may 
waive the requirement that the report be submitted to the Board prior to the legislation 
being heard, and the Board may then act on the legislation without the report. Such a 
waiver by the President or Board shall not affect any qbligi3tic;m of the Office of 
Economic Analysis to prepare and submit a report. Upon completion of a late report, 
the Office of Economic Analysis shall submit the report to the Clerk of the Board, who 
shall place it in the public files. 
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Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the author of a measure requests in writing that the committee 
chair of the assigned committee schedule a hearing on the measure , the committee chair shall 
schedule a hearing on the measure to occur within 30 days ofthe request unless the author agrees 
to a later hearing. If the hearing does not occur within 30 days of the author's request and if the 
author has nofconsented to a later hearing date, then the author may, at Roll Call for 
Introductions at the next regular meeting of the Board, request that the measure be agendized at 
the Board for hearing. Upon such request, the measure shall be included on the agenda of the 
Board's next regular meeting with the Board sitting as a Committe~ of the Whole. 

· New rule 3.6.1: 

Upon request by any member of a committee, the committee chair shall share a draft agenda with 
all committee members at least 7 days in advance of the committee meeting, so that committee 
members may be fully prepared for the meeting. 
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Pr1nt Form 

Introduction Formn RECElV,EO. . ; .tJ..{~,,t"'l.. 
• ' I /U. r1 D O F sue r:. R y i s O i : J -~df}_ ~ V 

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the MJlY!;)rJ f :-:: /. I~ i: I S ,~ G (/)' (J/ · 
Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): ZDJ2 OCT 23 PM Li: 2~ ormeetingdate 

1. For reference to Committee: ~'M-· _ot_io_n __________ "' _·, -_-_-_·--_--_-··_---_--__ --_·-_-:_-_-_-_-_·-------~ 

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment. 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee: 
'---------------------~ 

D 

D 

D 

4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires" 
'------------------~ 

5. City Attorney request. 

6. Call File No. '~----------'J from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

D 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 

D 9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

D 10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

'"l 11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS en 
'------------------' 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda}, use a different form. 

Sponsor(s): 

I supervisor Sean Elsbemd 

Subject: 

Motion amending. the Board of Supervisor's Rules of Order 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Motion amending the Board of Supervisors' Rules of Order, in their entirety, to correct clerical corrections, proper 
placement of sections, and additional updates. 

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: --~-----------------
For Clerk's Use Only; 
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