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FILE NO. 180394 "~ RESOLUTION NO.

[Urging the Recreation and Park Commission to Remove the Name of Julius Kahn from the
Playground at West Pacific Avenue and Spruce Street]

Resolution urging the Recreation and Park Commission to remove the name of Julius
Kahn from the 'playground located at West Pacific Avenue and Spruce Street; and to
rename the playground to recognize the value of immigrants and multicultural diversity

to the City of San Francisco.

WHEREAS, In 19286, the playground at West Pacific Avenue and Spruce Street in the
Presidio was named after former Coﬁgressman Julius Kahn, who represented San Francisco
in the House of Representatives from 1899 to 1 903,'and from 1905 to 1924; and

WHEREAS, In 12902, Julius Kahn drafted and introduced United Stétes House of
Representatives Bill 13031, dubbed “the Kahn bill,” which made perménent the Chinese
Exclusion Act; and

WHEREAS, The Chinese Exclusion Act, originally signed into law in 1882, extended
in 1892 and made permanent in 1902, excluded Chinese laborers from entering the United
States, making it the first time in the country’s history that a speciﬁc ethnic group was barred
from entry; and

WHEREAS, The Chinese Exclusion Act also required Chinese people who were
already in the United States to obtain certifications to re-enter the U.S. if they left, prohibited
state and federal courts from granting Chinese persons citizenship, and required that each
Chinese resident register and obtain a certificate of residence or else face deportation; and

WHEREAS, On the floor of the House of Representatives, Julius Kahn stated that
Chinese people were “morally the most debased people on the face of the earth,” that they
“resorted . . . to trickery and duplicity to circumvent our laws,” that “their daily intercourse with

the Caucasian has not materially changed their customs or habits,” that “gambling and

Supervisors Yee; Fewer, Peskin ‘
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - Page 1
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sensuality are the great vices of the Chinese . . . while murderous assaults, robberies,
kidnapping, and blackmail are a frequent occurrence;” and

WHEREAS, Beyond Chinese exclusion, Julius Kahn pursued efforts to exclude other
Asians from entry into the United States; and

WHEREAS, Julius Kahn declared at a speech in 1906, mere months before the United
States and Japan entered into the 1907 Gehtlemen’s Agreement, which effectively barred
Japanese laborers from entering the U.S., “[W]e want the Japanese coolie kept out of our
State. . . . | voice the unanimous sentiment of people of the Pacific Coast when | say that they
do not want our naturalization law extended fo the Japanese. The peoble of the Pacific Coast
feel satisfied that he will always remain loyal to the Mikado, and that the oath of naturalization
would be to him but a hollow mockery, an empty formality, signifying nothing;” and

WHEREAS, In 1910, Congressman Kahn sent a letter ’co‘the Commissioner General of
Immigration, Déniel Keefe, writing of immigrants from India, "It must be remembered ... that
they come from a tropical country and from what | hear they cannot stand the rigors of a
northern climate and on that account are bound to become burdens upon the communities to
which they go;” and

WHEREAS, Julius Kahn expressed disdain toward Filipinos on the House floor in 1902,
“There are probably 200,000 Chinese of the full blood in the Philippine Island. Those of mixed
blood are many times more numerous, and it has invariably been asserted that these latter
are a'much more dangerous element, because they combine in themselves nearly all the
vices of the Chinese and the Malays, with practically none of the virtues of either race;” and

WHEREAS, The Chinese Exclusion Act and other exclusionary policies had a harmful
and dehumanizing effect on immigrants, their families and their communities, the

repercussions of which are still felt to this day; and

Supervisors Yee; Fewer, Peskin
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2
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WHEREAS, Julius Kahn promoted and institutionalized racist and exclusionary policies
in the United States on behalf of San Francisco; and

WHEREAS, Our parks, which are a space for everyone in our diverse community,
should not bear names of hatred or exclusion; and

WHEREAS, There is broad community support for the removal of Julius Kahn frdrﬁ the
name of the playground; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the City and County of San Francisco urges the Recreation and
Park Commission to remove Julius Kahn from the hame of “Julius Kahn Playground;” and,
be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors urges the Recreation and
Parks Commission to remove the name of Julius Kahn from the park after conducting a
thorough community naming process; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the playground be renamed to recognize the multicultural

diversity and value of immigrants to the City and County of San Francisco.

Supervisors Yee; Fewer, Peskin : ,
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 3
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Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Quock, Lindsey (Perkins Coie) <LQuock@perkinscoie.com>

Sent: . Friday, May 25, 2018 2:17 PM
To: Sheehy, Jeff (BOS); Ronen, Hillary; Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Breed, London (BOS); Stefani,

Catherine (BOS); Cohen, Malia (BOS); Kim, Jane (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Tang, Katy
(BOS); Yee, Norman (BOS); Fewer, Sandra (BOS)

Cc: Calvilio, Angela (BOS); Carroll, John (BOS); Ginsburg, Phil (REC); McArthur, Margaret (REC);
Low, Allan E. (Perkins Coie); Zhang, Linda (Perkins Colie); Chang, Kathy (Perkins Coie)

Subject: RE: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Attachments: Assemblymember Phil Ting.PDF

Categories: ’ 180394

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

Please find, attached, an additional letter of support from Assemblymember Phil Ting. We are very pleased with the
Committee’s recommendation this past Wednesday, and look forward to the full Board’s consideration of the resolution
in the coming weeks.

Thank you,

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE

505 Howard Street Suite 1000

San Francisco, CA 94105

D. +1.415.344.7104

F. +1.415,344.7050

E. LQuock@perkinscoie.com

From: Quock, Lindsey (SFO)

Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 6:54 PM

To: 'jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org’ <jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org>; 'hillary.ronen@sfgov.org' <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>;
'aaron.peskin@sfgov.org' <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; 'london.breed@sfgov.org' <london.breed@sfgov.org>;
‘catherine.stefani@sfgov.org' <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; 'malia.cohen@sfgov.org' <malia.cohen@sfgov.org>;
'fane.kim@sfgov.org' <jane.kim@sfgov.org>; 'ahsha.safai@sfgov.org' <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; 'katy.tang@sfgov.org'
<katy.tang@sfgov.org>; 'norman.yee@sfgov.org' <norman.yee @sfgov.org>; 'sandra.fewer@sfgov.org’
<sandra.fewer@sfgov.org>

Cc: 'angela.calvillo@sfgov.org' <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; ‘john.carroll@sfgov.org' <john.carroll@sfgov.org>;
‘ohil.ginsburg@sfgov.org’ <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>; 'margaret. mcarthur@sfgov.org' <margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org>;
Low, Allan E. (SFO) <ALow@perkinscoie.com>; Zhang, Linda (SFO) <LZhang@perkinscoie.com>; Chang, Kathy (SFO)
<KChang@perkinscoie.com>

Subject: RE: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,
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Please see, attached, an additional letter of support from the South of Market Community Action Network (SOMCAN).
Thank ybu,

Allan LoW, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Cohjmittee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE

505 Howard Street Suite 1000

San Francisco, CA 94105

D.+1.415.344.7104

F. +1.415.344.7050

E. LQuock@perkinscoie.com

From: Quock, Lindsey (SFO)

Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 5:00 PM

To: 'jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org' <jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org>; 'hillary.ronen@sfgov.org' <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>;
'aaron.peskin@sfgov.org' <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; 'london.breed@sfgov.org' <london.breed @sfgov.org>;
'catherine.stefani@sfgov.org' <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; 'malia.cohen@sfgov.org' <malia.cohen@sfgov.org>;
'fane.kim@sfgov.org' <jane.kim@sfgov.org>; 'ahsha.safai@sfgov.org' <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; 'katy.tang@sfgov.org'
<katy.tang@sfgov.org>; ‘norman.yee@sfgov.org' <norman.yee@sfgov.org>; 'sandra.fewer@sfgov.org'
<sandra.fewer@sfgov.org>

Cc: 'angela.calvillo@sfgov.org' <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; 'john.carroll@sfgov.org' <john.carroll@sfgov.org>;
'phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org' <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>; 'margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org' <margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org>;
Low, Allan E. (SFO) <ALow@perkinscoie.com>; Zhang, Linda (SFO) <LZhang@perkinscoie.com>; Chang, Kathy (SFO)
<KChang@perkinscoie,com>

Subject: RE: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters.and Materials in Support

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

Please find, attached, an addendum to our original submission which contains additional letters of support for the
renaming of Julius Kahn Playground. We look forward to the Committee heating tomorrow morning.

As always, please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you, again, for your attention to this matter.

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE A
505 Howard Street Suite 1000
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San Francisco, CA 94105

D. +1.415.344.7104
F.+1.415.344.7050

<. LQuock@perkinscoie.com

From: Quock, Lindsey (SFO)

Sent: Friday, May 18, 2018 1:33 PM

To: 'jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org' <jeff.sheehv@sfgov.org>; ‘hillary.ronen@sfgov.org' <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>;
'aaron.peskin@sfgov.org' <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; 'london.breed@sfgov.org' <london.breed@sfgov.org>;
'catherine.stefani@sfgov.org' <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; 'malia.cohen@sfgov.org' <malia.cohen@sfgov.org>;
'fane.kim@sfgov.org' <jane.kim@sfgov.org>; 'ahsha.safai@sfgov.org' <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; 'katy.tang@sfgov.org’
<katy.tang@sfgov.org>; 'norman.yee@sfgov.org' <norman.yee @sfgov.org>; 'sandra.fewer@sfgov.org’
<sandra.fewer@sfgov.org>

Cc: 'angela.calvillo@sfgov.org' <angela.calvilo@sfgov.org>; john.carroll@sfgov.org' <john.carroll@sfgov.org>;
'phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org' <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>; 'margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org' <margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org>;
Low, Allan E. (SFO) <ALow@perkinscoie.com>; Zhang, Linda (SFO} <LZhang@perkinscoie.com>; Chang, Kathy (SFO)
<KChang@perkinscoie.com> .

Subject: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Dear Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,

Attached, please find letters from dozens of community organizations and leaders and some informational materials in
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Playground (File No. 180394). We look forward to the Public Safety and
Neighborhood Services Committee’s hearing on the matter next week.

We are available to address any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your attention and review,

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginshurg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison '

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE
LQuack@perkinscole.com

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender by reply email and
immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you.
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May 24,2018

Mr. Mark Buell
President
San Francisco Recreation and Park Commission

501 Stanyan Street
San Francisco, CA 94117

Dear President Buell,

I fully support renaming Julius Kahn Playground, which is located in my Assembly district. San
Francisco public parks, open spaces, and recreation facilities must reflect all communities and
acknowledge the shared values and contributions of all San Franciscans, We should not continue
to honor a legacy of a misguided former member of Congress who spearheaded the enactment of
racist and exclusionary policies against people in our diverse community.

I join the Chinese Historical Society of America, Chinese for Affirmative Action, and the broad
coalition of community organizations throughout the City and County of San Francisco and
beyond in calling for the Recreation and Park Cormmission to remove Julius Kahn’s name from

the playground.

Sincerely, -

Phil Ting
Assemblymember, 19th District

ce: Phil Ginsburg, General Manager
Recreation and Park Department

L x
2@ R
<t

Printed on Recycled Paper
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Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Quock, Lindsey (Perkins Coie) <LQuook@perkinsooie.com>
Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 6:54 PM
To: Sheehy, Jeff (BOS); Ronen, Hillary; Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Breed, London (BOS); Stefani,

Catherine (BOS); Cohen, Malia (BOS); Kim, Jane (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Tang, Katy
(BOS); Yee, Norman (BOS); Fewer, Sandra (BOS)

Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Carroll, John (BOS); Ginsburg, Phil (REC); McArthur, Margaret (REC);
Low, Allan E. (Perkins Coie); Zhang, Linda (Perkins Coie); Chang, Kathy (Perkins Coie)

Subject: RE: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Attachments: SOMCAN support letter to rename Julius Kahn Park.PDF

Categories: 2018.05.23 - PSNS, 180394

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

Please see, attached, an additional letter of support from the South of Market Community Action Network (SOMCAN).
Thank you,

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE

505 Howard Street Suite 1000

San Francisco, CA 94105

D. +1.415.344.7104

F. +1.415.344.7050

E. LQuock@perkinscoie.com

From: Quock, Lindsey (SFO)

Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 5:00 PM

To: 'jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org' <jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org>; ‘hillary.ronen@sfgov.org’ <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>;
'aaron.peskin@sfgov.org' <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; 'london.breed@sfgov.org' <london.breed@sfgov.org>;
'catherine.stefani@sfgov.org’ <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; 'malia.cohen@sfgov.org' <malia.cchen@sfgov.org>;
Tane kim@sfgov.org' <jane.kim@sfgov.org>; 'ahsha.safai@sfgov.org' <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; ‘katy.tang@sfgov.org'
<katy.tang@sfgov.org>; 'norman.yee@sfgov.org' <norman.yee@sfgov.org>; 'sandra.fewer@sfgov.org'
<sandra.fewer@sfgov.org>

Cc: 'angela.calvillo@sfgov.org' <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; 'lohn.carroll@sfgov.org' <john.carroll@sfgov.org>;
"phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org' <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>; 'margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org' <margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org>;
Low, Allan E. (SFO) <ALow®@perkinscoie.com>; Zhang, Linda (SFO) <L.Zhang@perkinscoie.com>; Chang, Kathy (SFO)
<KChang@perkinscoie.com>

Subject: RE: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

Please find, attached, an addendum to our original submission which contains additional letters of support for the
renaming of Julius Kahn Playground. We look forward to the Committee hearing tomorrow morning.

1
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As always, please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you, again, for your attention to this matter.

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE -

505 Howard Street Suite 1000

San Francisco, CA 94105

D, +1.415.344,7104

F. +1.415.344.7050

E. LQuock@perkinscoie.com

From: Quock, Lindsey (SFO)

Sent: Friday, May 18, 2018 1:33 PM

To: 'jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org' <jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org>; 'hillary.ronen@sfgov.org' <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>;
‘aaron.peskin@sfgov.org' <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; 'london.breed@sfgov.org' <london.breed@sfgov.org>;
‘catherine.stefani@sfgov.org' <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; 'malia.cochen@sfgov.org’ <malia.cohen@sfgov.org>;
fane kim@sfgov.org' <jane.kim@sfgov.org>; 'ahsha.safai@sfgov.org' <ahsha.safal@sfgov.org>; 'katy.tang@sfgov.org'
<katy.tang@sfgov.org>; 'norman.yee@sfgov.org' <norman.yee @sfgov.org>; 'sandra.fewer@sfgov.org'
<sandra.fewer@sfgov.org>

Cc: 'angela.calvillo@sfgov.org' <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; 'john.carroll@sfgov.org' <john.carroll@sfgov.org>;
'phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org’ <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>; 'margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org' <margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org>;
Low, Allan E. (SFO) <ALow@perkinscoie.com>; Zhang, Linda (SFO) <LZhang@perkinscoie.com>; Chang, Kathy (SFO)
<KChang@perkinscole.com>

Subject: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Dear Members of the San Francisco Board of Supetrvisors,

Attached, please find letters from dozens of community organizations and leaders and some informational materials in
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Playground (File No. 180394). We look forward to the Public Safety and
Neighborhood Services Committee’s hearing on the matter next week.

We are available to address any questions or concerns.

Thank you for your attention and review,

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginshurg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Lialson
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Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE
LQuock@perkinscoie.com

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender by reply emat! and
immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you.
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Seuth of Market Ceommunity Action Netwerk

1110 Howard Street | SF, CA 94103 | phone (415) 255-7693 | www.somcan.org

May 22,2018

Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Catherine Stefani
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Norman Yee

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Supervisor Fewer, Supervisor Stefani, and Supervisor Yee:

On behalf of the South of Market Community Action Network (SOMCAN), we are writing
to support a resolution of the Board of Supervisors directing the Recreation and Park
Commission to remove Julius Kahn's name from Julius Kahn Playground.

Founded in 2000, the South of Market Community Action Network (SOMCAN) is a multi-
racial, community organization that provides culturally competent services to improve
quality of life for low-income and immigrant families in the South of Market (SoMa)
neighborhood and greater San Francisco. '

We fully support our fellow community organization, the Chinese for Affirmative Action,
on the request to rename Julius Kahn Park. As outlined in the letter to you, dated April 3,
2018, from Co-Executive Director Vincent Pan and Cynthia Choi, Congressman Julius
Kahn actively campaigned to make the Chinese Exclusion Act permanent and was
instrumental in enacting the first laws that specifically targeted one minority -group from
entering and becoming citizens of the United States.

Page 1 of2
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All San Franciscans should enjoy our parks and have access to our facilities regardless of
the color of their skin or how they got to San Francisco. Our parks should not honor or bear
the name of a man who promoted xenophobic rhetoric and sought to eliminate an entire
racial group. All immigrants share a common goal to seek a better opportunity for
themselves and all contribute to the success of our communities.

The lesson leamed of the Chinese Exclusion Act and the Alien Exclusion Act is that hate is not
the answer. We all can learn from San Francisco's unfortunate past that exclusion of one
minority group does not work and we as a city and as a country should not repeat history.

We join the Chinese for Affirmative Action and also respectfully request that you introduce a
resolution to the Board of Supervisors directing the Recreation and Park Commission to remove
Julius Kahn's name from the playground.

Sincerely,

Angelica Cabande
Organizational Director
South of Market Community Action Network (SOMCAN)

2|Page
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

SOUTH OF MARKET COMMUNITY ACTION NETWORK (SOMCAN) agrees with the letter
of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for
Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius

Kahn Park.

SOUTH OF MARKET COMMUNITY
ACTION NETWORK (SOMCAN)

By: Angelica Cabande
Its: Organizational Director

139332178.1
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Carroll, John (BOS)

from: Quock, Lindsey (Perkins Coie) <LQuock@perkinscoie.com>

Sent: Tuesday, May 22, 2018 5:00 PM
To: Sheehy, Jeff (BOS); Ronen, Hillary; Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Breed, London (BOS); Stefani,

Catherine (BOS); Cohen, Malia (BOS); Kim, Jane (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Tang, Katy.
(BOS); Yee, Norman (BOS); Fewer, Sandra (BOS)

Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Carroll, John (BOS8); Ginsburg, Phil (REC); McArthur, Margaret (REC);
Low, Allan E. (Perkins Coie); Zhang, Linda (Perkins Coie); Chang, Kathy (Perkins Coie)

Subject: RE: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Attachments: First Addendum to Submission re Resolution to Rename Julius Kahn Playground

(5-22-18).PDF

Categories: 180394, 2018.05.23 - PSNS

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors,

Please find, attached, an addendum to our original submission which contains additional letters of support for the
renaming of Julius Kahn Playground. We look forward to the Committee hearing tomorrow morning.

As always, please let us know if you have any questions or concerns.
Thank you, again, for your attention to this matter.

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE

505 Howard Street Suite 1000

San Francisco, CA 94105

D. +1.415.344. 7104

F. +1.415.344.7050

E. LQuock@perkinscoie.com

From: Quock, Lindsey (SFO)

Sent: Friday, May 18, 2018 1:33 PM

To: 'jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org' <jeff.sheehy@sfgov.org>; ‘hillary.ronen@sfgov.org' <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>;
'aaron.peskin@sfgov.org' <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; 'london.breed@sfgov.org’ <london.breed @sfgov.org>;
'catherine.stefani@sfgov.org’ <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; 'malia.cohen@sfgov.org' <malia.cohen@sfgov.org>;
'lane.kim@sfgov.org' <jane.kim@sfgov.org>; 'ahsha.safai@sfgov.org’ <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; 'katy.tang@sfgov.org'
<katy.tang@sfgov.org>; 'norman.yee@sfgov.org’ <norman.yee @sfgov.org>; 'sandra.fewer@sfgov.org'
<sandra.fewer@sfgov.org>

Ce: 'angela.calvillo@sfgov.org' <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; ‘john.carroll@sfgov.org' <john.carroll@sfgov.org>;
‘phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org' <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>; 'margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org' <margaret.mcarthur@sfgov.org>;
Low, Allan E. (SFO) <ALow@perkinscoie.com>; Zhang, Linda (SFO) <1Zhang@perkinscoie.com>; Chang, Kathy (SFO)
<KChang@perkinscoie.com> ’

Subject: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Dear Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,
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Attached, please find letters from dozens of community organizations and leaders and some informational materials in
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Playground (File No. 180394). We look forward to the Public Safety and
Neighborhood Services Committee’s hearing on the matter next week.

We are available to address any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your attention and review,

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
on behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroll, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOQCIATE
LQuock@perkinscoie.com

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, please advise the sendér by reply email and
immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you. ’
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First Addendum to Submission in Support of Renaming Julius Kahn Playeround

Table of Contents

I.  Additional Supporting Letters and Joinders
a.  Organizations
Chinatown YMCA
Comfort Women Justice Coalition (addmonal Letter of Support)
Donaldina Cameron House
PODER!
Presbyterian Church in Chinatown

e

b. Individuals
1. Jeffrey Mori

139887164.1
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FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT®
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

CHINATOWN YMCA agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated
April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

CHINATOWN YMCA

U

Karx Lee, Executive Director

CHINATOWN YMCA

855 Sacramento Street, San Francisco CA 94108-2118

P 415 576 8622 F 415 796 7359 www, ymcasforg/thmatown
139915984, : S ]
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COMFORT WOMEN”

JUSTICE COALITIQN

May 21, 2018

Supervisor Sandra Fewer

City Hall ‘

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Catherine Stefani
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B, Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Norman Yee

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Supervisor Fewer, Supervisor Stefani, and Supervisor Yee:

The “Comfort Women” Justice Coalition is writing in support of the resolution of
the Board of Supervisors directing the Recreation and Park Commission to re-
move Julius Kahn’s name from Julius Kahn Playground and rename the Julius
Kahn playground in the Presidio.

It is long past time to remove the hames of those blatant racists from our public
spaces. Julius Kahn, who advocated the permanency of the Chinese Exclusion
Act and who initiated what would become the Alien Exclusion Act, is someone
who not only should not be honored, but who should be used as an example of
the misuse of power and xenophobia in our history.

How can our children, coming from a multitude of backgrounds, play in a park
named for someone who made countless statements against Chinese immigran-
ts as well as South Asians, Filipinos and Japanese To maintain his name provi-
des the exact wrong lessons for them and their parents. We want to encourage
empathy and tolerance not discrimination and racism.

As the “Comfort Women “Justice Coalition, we are well aware of the impact of
discrimination and sexism, and the necessities for teaching our children about

PO Box 94127, San Francisco, CA. 94127 www.RememberComfortWomen.org
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historical truth We very consciously built our memorial, Comfort Women: Co-
fumn of Strength, with four Asian Women to both show how women suffered du-
ring WWII, but also how they survived and how they continue to provide an
example to us all. :

We whole heartedly support your efforts to rename the park and support your re-
solution calling for such an action.

Sincerely,

s/
Judith Mirkinson, President
“Comfort Women” Justice Coalition

PO Box 27635, San Francisco, CA. 94127 www.RememberComfortWomen.org

Page 2

1602



CAMERON
HOUSE sznr=

May 18, 2018
Dear Supervisors Sandra Lee Fewer, Catherine Stefani, and Norman Yee,

The Donaldina Cameron House Board of Directors supports the removal of Julius
Kahn’s name from Julius Kahn Playground.

Julius Kahn supported the Chinese Exclusion Act which separated Chinese and Asian
family members from each other and led to many years of hardship and discrimination
for Asian immigrants. Donaldina Cameron opposed the Exclusion Act during her work
at the Mission Home that later came to be named after her.

Our mission is to “empower generations of Chinese American individuals and their
families to fully participate in and contribute positively toward a healthy society. We put
our Christian faith in action to help people learn, heal, and thrive.” Removing the name
of someone who caused harm to many generations of families is a step we

- wholeheartedly support.

We join with other community agencies and individuals in calling for the renaming of
Julius Kahn Playground.

Sincerely,

Cameron House Board of Directors

920 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108 T 415.781.0401 F 415.781.0605  info@cameronhouse.org
cameronhouse.org Donaldina Cameron House is a 501(c)(3) public charity; our Tax ID is 94-1618605
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May 18, 2018

Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Catherine Stefani
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Norman Yee

City Hall

1 Dr, Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Supervisor Fewer, Supervisor Stefani, and Supervisor Yee

On behalf of PODER, the intent of this letter is to support the resolution of the Board of Supervisors directing the Recreation and Park
Commission to no longer have Julius Kahn associated with Julius Kahn Playground. People Organizing to Demand Environmental
and Economic Justice (PODER) is a 26 year old grassroots organization that works to create people-powered solutions to the profound
environmental and economic inequities facing low-income Latino immigrants and other communities of color in San Francisco.

PODER agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and Chinese for Affirmative Action
dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park. As an immigrant-based environmental justice
organization we value our communities access to equitable public open spaces. Our organization has worked to promote access to
open green space for all, but especially low-income minority families. A park should be a place for community members to come
together and coexist. Currently, the Julius Kahn Playground, named after Congressman Julius Kahn known for the vital role he played
in cementing the racist and xenophobic Chinese exclusion act and the Alien exclusion act, continues to perpetuate and condone
anti-immigrant policy and place-making. :

San Francisco is a City of immigrants and refugees escaping exploitation and abuse, many have come to the City seeking some place
to feel safe and free of prejudice. It is this that we should be attempting to honor and highlight within the City and in our parks. Our
parks should reflect the progressive values of our City and by changing the name it would demonstrate that we do not agree with
Kahn’s xenophobic actions, and it will no longer be tolerated or accepted. '

Sincerely,

Oscar Grande, Lead Community Organizer

People Organizing To Demand Environmental & Economic Rights
A7A Vintannia @b #4958 oC ~A a410RB B 45 41214 4940 o wnnnt madaref A



May 16, 2018

Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Catherine Stefani
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Norman Yee

City Hall ’

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Supervisor Fewer, Supervisor Stefani, and Supervisor Yee:

The Presbyterian Church in Chinatown’s English Worshipping Commumity supports the removal
of JTulius Kahn’s name from Julius Kahn Playground.

Founded in 1853, the Presbyterian Church in Chinatown (PCC) is the oldest Asian American
Protestant Church in North America and we proudly continue our one and a half century legacy
of serving the Chinatown community in San Francisco. Our congregation is comprised mainly
of Chinese immigrant families and their descendants. As members and allies of the Chinese
immigrant community, we stand firmly against the exclusion of specific ethnic groups from entry
to the U.S. and against the elevation of individuals who promote such policies. San Francisco’s
public parks should not honor a man who advocated for Asian exclusion and led our country in
making permanent the Chinese Exclusion Act. Our park names should instead reflect the
welcoming and open spirit of our community that is so enriched by immigrants. '

We join the Chinese Historical Society of America, Chinese for Affirmative Action, and the
broad coalition of community organizations in calling for the renaming of Julius Kahn
Playground. .

Sincerely, ‘ 7% é}? -
' QQUI { %’4 EQ&?

Reverend Kimberly Elliot
Presbyterian Church in Chinatown English Worshipping Community

ce: Vincent Pan, Executive Director

139860448.1
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Presbyterian Church in Chinatown English Worshipping Community agrees with the letter of the
Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative
Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

‘Presbyterian Church in Chinatown English
Worshipping Community

o Kibenly €tiet
ﬁ: Pastor ng\—)

139860448.1
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Jeffrey Mori agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3,
2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support
of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

OJ s

139664202.1
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Carroll, John (BOS)

From: Quock, Lindsey (Perkins Coie) <LQuock@perkinscoie.com>
Sent: Friday, May 18, 2018 1:33-PM
To: Sheehy, Jeff (BOS); Ronen, Hillary; Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Breed, London (BOS); Stefani,

Catherine (BOS); Cohen, Malia (BOS); Kim, Jane (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Tang, Katy
(BOS); Yee, Norman (BOS); Fewer, Sandra (BOS)

Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Carroll, John (BOS); Ginsburg, Phil (REC); McArthur, Margaret (REC);
Low, Allan E. {(Perkins Coie); Zhang, Linda (Perkins Coig); Chang, Kathy (Perkins Coie)

Subject: Rename Julius Kahn Playground- Letters and Materials in Support

Attachments: Submission re Resolution to Rename Julius Kahn Playground.pdf

Categories: 180394

Dear Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,

Attached, please find letters from dozens of community organizations and leaders and some informational materials in
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Playground (File No. 180394). We look forward to the Public Safety and
Neighborhood Services Committee’s hearing on the matter next week.

We are available to address any questions or concerns.
Thank you for your attention and review,

Allan Low, Lindsey Quock and Linda Zhang,
~on'behalf of the Chinese Historical Society of America and Chinese for Affirmative Action

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
John Carroli, Assistant Clerk for the Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
Phil Ginsburg, General Manager of the Recreation & Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation & Parks Commission Liaison

Lindsey Quock | Perkins Coie LLP
ASSOCIATE
LQuock@perkinscoie.com

NOTICE: This communication may contain privileged or other confidential information. If you have received it in error, please advise the sender by reply emaxt and
immediately delete the message and any attachments without copying or disclosing the contents. Thank you.
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Submission in Support of Renaming Julius Kahn Plavoround
Table of Contents

I.  Lead Letters
a.  Chinese Historical Society of America
b.  Chinese for Affirmative Action

O. Informational Materials
a. Research Memorandum on Julius Kahn, the Chinese Exclusion Act and Asian exclusion
b.  Excerpts from the Congressional Record

1.  Supporting Letters and Joinders
a.  Qrganizations
Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation
API Council
Asian American Bar Association
Asian Law Caucus
California-Asian Pacific American Bar Association
Chinatown Community Development Center
Chinese Chamber of Commerce
Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association
. Chinese Culture Foundation of San Francisco
10. Comfort Women Justice Coalition
11.  Community Youth Center of San Francisco
12. Edwin Lee Asian Pacific Democratic Club
13. Japanese Community Youth Council :
14. Japanese Cultural and Community Center of Northern California
15. Jewish Community Relations Council
16. Kimochi, Inc.
17. LIUNA Laborers’ Local 261
18. Mission Child Care Consortium
19. National Japanese American Historical Society, Inc.
20. Nihonmachi Street Fair
21. Presidio Heights Association of Neighbors (Non-Opposition)
22. Rose Pak Democratic Club '
23. Rotary Club of San Francisco Chinatown
24. San Francisco Interfaith Council
25, Self-Help for the Elderly
- 26. South Asian Bar Association- Northermn California
27. Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association
28. United Playaz

W o N R WD

b. Individuals

Senator Scott Wiener
Assemblymember David Chiu
Gordon Chin

Rodney Fong

Richard Hashimoto

Grace Horikiri

Dale Minami

Sandy Mori

Steve Nakajo

W NN R

139887164.1
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are\ CHINESE
e 5 NE 2
Q‘ﬂ N HISTORICAL
B\ SOCIETY of
&Y AMERICA

April 3,2018

Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Catherine Stefani -

City Hall .

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Norman Yee

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Dear Supervisor Fewer, Supervisor Stefani, and Supervisor Yee:

The Chinese Historical Society of America supports a resolution of the Board of
Supervisors directing the Recreation and Park Commission to remove Julius Kahn’s
name from Julius Kahn Playground. Founded in 1963, the Chinese Historical
Society of America is the oldest organization in the United States dedicated to the
interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social, cultural and political history
and contributions of the Chinese in America.

As you may already be aware, Julius Kahn was a congressman from San Francisco
during the early twentieth century. The playground in the Presidio was named after
him in 1926 because he played a prominent role in the playground’s creation.
However, Julius Kahn is also known for his relentless efforts to exclude Asians
from the United States.

Julius Kahn’s most significant contribution was his leadership in making permanent
the Chinese Exclusion Act. The Chinese Exclusion Act, originally enacted in 1882,
renewed in 1892 and made permanent in 1902, excluded Chinese laborers from U.S.
entry. It also required Chinese people who were already in the United States to
obtain certifications to re-enter the U.S. if they left, making it difficult and risky for
Chinese in America to travel back to China to see their families. Moreover, the Act
prohibited state and federal courts from granting Chinese persons citizenship, and
required that each Chinese resident register and obtain a certificate of residence or

1392604732

Museuin ‘&-Lééfd?hg‘ Center =085 Clay Stfeet » San Francisco; CA 94708.% {415) B91:1188 » VWL CTISE.ONG
CHSA Is = 501(c)(8) nari-profit ogerafing under Federal TakiD #94-6122446..
1393610011
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Supervisor Fewer
Supervisor Stefani
Supervisor Yee
Julius Kahn Park
Page 2 of 3

else face deportation. This Act had a dehumanizing effect on Chinese in America and tore
Chinese families apart.

It was Congressman Kahn who, in 1902, introduced House Bill 13031, originally dubbed
“the Kahn bill,” which made permanent the Chinese Exclusion Act. He declared on the
House floor that Chinese people were “morally the most debased people on the face of the
earth,” that they “resorted . . . to trickery and duplicity to circumvent our laws,” and
complained that “their daily intercourse with the Caucasian has not materially changed their
customs or habits.” He also asserted that “gambling and sensuality are the great vices of the
Chinese . . . while murderous assaults, robberies, kidnapping, and blackmail are a frequent
occurrence”—thetoric that reminds us of the anti-immigrant sentiment that we still hear
today. The Actpassed swiftly through the House and became law later that year.

Beyond Chinese exclusion, Julius Kahn pursued efforts to exclude other Asians from entry
into the United States. In a'1906, just months before the United States and Japan entered into
the 1907 Gentlemen’s Agreement (which effectively barred Japanese laborers from entering
the U.8.), Congressman Kahn campaigned against Japanese immigration and naturalization,
questioning the ability of Japanese persons in the U.S. to be loyal citizens. In a speech to a
men’s organization in New York, he stated, “[W]e want the Japanese coolie kept out of our
State. . . . people of the Pacific Coast . . . do not want our naturalization law extended to the
Japanese. . . . he will always remain loyal to the Mikado, and that the oath of naturalization
would be to him but a hollow mockery, an empty formality, signifying nothing.”

In 1910, Congressman Kahn sent a letter to the Commissioner General of Immigration,
Daniel Keefe, to argue against immigration of people from India. He wrote, "It must be
remembered . . . that they come from a tropical country and from what I hear they cannot
stand the rigors of a northern climate and on that account are bound to become burdens upon
the communities to which they go.”

On the House floor in 1902, Kahn also expressed disdain toward Filipinos: “Those of mixed
[Chinese and Filipino] blood are many times more numerous, and it has invariably been
asserted that these latter are a much more dangerous element, because they combine in
themselves nearly all the vices of the Chinese and the Malays, with practically none of the
virtues of either race.” '

Julius Xahn was a vocal and effective advocate for racist policies. San Francisco cannot
change its history, and we certainly will not forget it, but we can change whose legacy our
City honors. Our parks, which are a space for everyone in our diverse community, should
not honor or bear the name of a man who promoted hatred and exclusion.

We respectfully request that you introduce a resolution to the Board of Supervisors directing
the Recreation and Park Commission to remove Julius Kahn’s name from the playground.

Y

139260473.2
1393610011
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Supervisor Fewer
Supervisor Stefani
Supervisor Yee
Julius Kahn Park
Page 3 of 3

According to its policies, the Commission may change the name of any existing recreation
and park facility if “there are the most extraordinary circumstances of City or National
interest . . .” (S.F. Rec. and Park Comm’n, Res. No. 12470, adopted May 14, 1981) The
exclusion of Chinese and other Asians from the United States is a shameful and extraordinary
part of our nation’s history. Given similar, imminent threats to immigrants today against
which the City and County of San Francisco has already taken a stand, it is important that the
City remove the name of a man who represents hateful, racist, anti-immigrant policies from
this popular playground in our community.

Please find enclosed for your reference some additional information we have put together
regarding Julius Kahn and Asian exclusion. We would be happy to discuss this matter with
you further.

Very Truly Yours,
CHINESE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF AMERICA

By L_ﬁ_lzmc Chin, Intérim Executive Director

X
k3

Enclosure

ce: Hoyt Zia
Chinese Historical Society of America

Phil Ginsburg
General Manager
Recreation and Park Department

President Mark Buell
Secretary Margaret McArthur
Recreation and Park Commission

139260473.2
139361001.1
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Supervisor Fewer
Supervisor Stefani
Supervisor Yee
Julius Kahn Park
Page2 of 2

The lesson learned of the Chinese Exclusion Act and the Alien Exclusion Act is that hate is
not the answer. We all can learn from San Francisco’s unfortunate past that exclusion of one
minority group does not work and we as a city and as a country should not repeat history.

We join the Chinese Historical Society of America and also respectfully request that you
introduce a resolution to the Board of Supervisors directing the Recreation and Park
Commission to remove Julius Kahn’s name from the playground.

Sincerely,

CHINESE FOR AFFIRMATIVE ACTION

G\,flf\{f

By  Vincent Pan, Co-Executive Director

By  Cynthia Choi, Co-Executive Director

ce: Phil Ginsburg
General Manager
Recreation and Park Department

President Mark Buell

Secretary Margaret McArthur
Recreation and Park Commission

139290522.1



RENAME JULIUS KAHN PARK

138901971.3
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Introduction

Julius Kahn Playground is a San Francisco Recreation and Park playground on W. Pacific
Avenue nestled between the Presidio and the City’s Presidio Heights neighborhood. The park
consists of a baseball diamond, clubhouse, children’s playground, basketball court, and tennis
courts. The children’s playground was renovated through a generous donation by The Helen

Diller Foundation and is a popular destination for children and families."

138901971.3
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Who was Julius Kahn?

Julius Kahn was an actor-turned-lawyer who represented San Francisco in the House of
Representatives from 1899 to 1903 and from 1905 to 1924. Congressman Kahn was an
influential figure of his time, known “for his fervid patriotism and his advocacy of military
preparedness,” and is considered the father of the selective service.> He played a prominent role
in the creation of the park that has been named in his honor.

Julius Kahn is also known for his advocacy for and leadership in the permanent extension
ofthe Chinese Exclusion Act. In 1902, he drafted and introduced HLR. 13031, dubbed “the Kahn
bill,”* which gained quick passage through the House of Representatives before moving on to the

Senate for approval.’

Julius Kahn and Chinese Exclusion

The Chinese Exclusion Act, originally signed into law on May 6, 1882, excluded Chinese
laborers from entering the United States under the purported fear that they “endanger{ed] the
good order of certain localities.” This was the first time in U.S. history that the country barred
entry of a specific ethnic group.” The Exclusion Act also required Chinese people who were
already in the United States to obtain certifications to re—enter.thc U.S. if they left, making it
difficult and risky for Chinese in America to travel back to China to see their families.?
Moreover, the Act prohibited state and federal courts from granting Chinese persons citizenship.9
The Chinese Exclusion Act was initially meant to last for ten years, but it was renewed by the
Geary Act in 1892 for another ten. The extension further required that each Chinese resident
register and obtain a certificate of residence, or else face deportation.'®

When the Act was again set to expire in 1902, Julius Kahn led the effort to make the Act

permanent. Upon the bill’s introduction in the U.S. House of Representatives, Kahn explained to

-3-
1389019713
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his fellow congressmen that laws against Chinese immigrants needed to be more restrictive
because of the deceitful nature of Chinese immigrants:

It has been maintained that the attitude of our Government is exceedingly severe
in the matter of Chinese exclusion; that our laws have been becoming more and
more stringent and drastic; but I submit if the Chinese people themselves would
deal honestly with us, and if they resorted less to trickery and duplicity to
circumvent our laws, then there would be no need of closing up all possible
loopholes in the law with the seemingly severely restrictive measures that the
Chinese themselves make necessary. (emphasis added)™*

In his remarks to Congress, he also quoted the writings of Bayard Taylor in the book, "A.
visit to India, China and Japan,” which described Chinese people as having poor

character:

It is my deliberate opinion that the Chinese are morally the most debased
people on the face of the earth. Forms of vice which in other countries are
barely named are in China so common they excite no comment among the
natives. They constitute the surface level, and below them there are depths of
depravity so shocking and horrible that their character cannot even be hinted.
(emphasis added)*?

Kahn also lamented about the inability of Chinese in America to assimilate:
For nearly fifty years the Chinese have lived in this country. Their daily
intercourse with the Caucasian has not materially changed their customs or
habits. Mr. Taylor's description of conditions in China is undoubtedly equally
applicable to any Chinese community in our country. (emphasis added)"
Congressman Kahn played into people’s fears by portraying the Chinese in San Francisco’s
Chinatown as dangerous criminals—rhetoric that is similar to the anti~immigrant sentiment that
we still hear today:
It is true that gambling and sensnality are the great vices of the Chinese, the
latter taking unnatural forms with terrible frequency. . . . But they do not confine
themselves to petty offenses exclusively. As I have already shown, murder is not
an uncommon thing among them, while murderous assaults, robberies,

kidnapping, and blackmail are a frequent occurrence. . . . That gives you a
fair idea of their peaceableness. (emphasis added)™ -

138901971.3
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Julius Kahn and the Exclusion of Other Asians

Beyond Chinese exclusion, Julius Kahn pursued efforts to exclude other Asians from
entry into the U.S. During a speech to a men’s organization in 1906, Kahn expressed
California’s hostility toward the Japanese and argued for their exclusion, just months before the
United States and Japan entered into the Gentlemen’s Agreement which effectively prevented
Japanese laborers from entering the U.S.:

“And now we are threatened with another Oriental invasion. Since the great disaster that

overwhelmed the City of San Francisco last April 1,000 Japanese laborers have been

passing through the Golden Gate ever month, and I do think that I am not stating the facts
too strongly when I say that the people of California regard these Japanese coolies
with greater abhorrence- aye, even with greater fear- than they did the coalies from

China. We feel that the former have all the vices of the Chinese, with none of their

virtues. The Chinaman lives up to the letter of his obligation, while the Japanese never

hesitates to break that obligation if it suits his purpose. . . . We are peaceable, law-abiding
citizens, but we want the Japanese coolie kept out of our State. . . . We will never
permit our young children to be thrown into close contact with adult Japanese . . . I am

positive that I voice the unanimous sentiment of people of the Pacific Coast when I

say that they do not want our naturalization law extended to the Japanese. The

people of the Pacific Coast feel satisfied that he will always remain loyal to the

Mikado, and that the oath of naturalization would be to him but a hollow mockery,

an empty formality, signifying nothing. We do not want that kind of citizenship, and

we do not intend to have it if we can prevent it. (emphasis added)"

Kahn also pushed for the exclusion of Asian Indians who, among many other Asians,
would soon be excluded from the U.S. by Congress through the Immigration Act of 1917, also -
known as the “Asiatic Barred Zone Act.” In 1910, Congressman Kahn sent a letter to the
Commissioner General of Immigration, Daniel Keefe, asserting that people from India would be
a burden on U.S. communities: "It must be remembered . . . that they come from a tropical

country and from what T hear they cannot stand the rigors of a northern climate and on that

account are bound to become burdens upon the communities to which they go."'®

138901971.3
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Finally, although Filipinos would not be excluded because the Philippines were a U.S.
territory at the time, Julius Kahn nevertheless openly expressed disdain toward Filipinos,
especially those of mixed Chinese and Filipino descent:

There are probably 200,000 Chinese of the full blood in the Philippine Island. Those of

mixed blood are many times more numerous, and it has invariably been asserted that

these latter are a much more dangerous element, because they combine in themselves

nearly all the vices of the Chinese and the Malays, with practically none of the virtues of
either race.!’

Conclusion

An influential man of his time, Julius Kahn promoted and institutionalized racist and
exclusionary policies in the United States on behalf of San Francisco. Our parks should not bear
names of hatred or exclusion. Julius Kahn’s name should be removed from the park and there

should be a community process to rename the park.

1«4 2003 renovation transformed a heavily used playground into a state-of-the-art, Parisian-style play area. The
new Julius Kahn design was developed with the feel and aesthetics of the Luxembourg Gardens in Paris. The park
also includes an interactive wet sand play sculpture and unique and challenging play equipment.” San Francisco
Recreation and Park District Website- Julius Kahn Playground <http://sfrecpark.org/destination/julius-kahn-
playground/>
* Alan Boxerman, “Kahn of California,” California Historical Quarterly Vol. 55, No. 4 (Winter, 1976/1977), pp-
340-351.
* San Francisco Playground Commission, Meeting Minutes of November 10, 1926.
* Congressional Record, House Floor, April 4, 1902, p. 3678

~*Henry S Cohn and Harvey Gee, “No, No, No, No!™: Three Sons of Connecticut Who Opposed the Chinese
Exclusion Acts, 3 Conn. Pub. Int. L..J. 1 (2003)
€H.R. 5804, 47th Cong., Ch. 126 (1st Sess. 1882)
7 The Our Documents Initiative- Chinese Exclusion Act (1882)
8<h’ctps://wv\rw.ourdo cuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=47>

Id. :

°1d.
“1d. :
" Congressional Record, House Floor, April 4, 1902, p. 3689
2 1d. at p. 3693
¥ 1d.
41d.
' <L one Japanese Hears His Nation Assailed: Takes Notes as Congressman Kahn Voices California’s View,” New
York Times, Dec: 12, 1906.
' Munshi, Sherally, “Immigration, Imperialism, and the Legacies of Indian Exclusion,” 28 Yale J.L. & Human. 51
(2016) (citing Karl Douglas Hoover, “The Hindu-German Conspiracy in California in 1913-1918” (1990), an
unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, University of California at Berkeley)
' Congressional Record- House of Representatives April 4, 1902, p. 3692
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mands-of labor are bxGessive and to0 Tostriciive, e Iw.&
senmhv&a of the saricultuwral nterests wha en’cereﬂ thdix. pro
dalming, that 2 coa:hﬁn sedsony of -the yeor it wab im:

st of Inboy

We hinte lmd bl women.in i:hmx raxions nrg-mimﬂam Pro-

testing peaifist axelunion; saying: that the domestic: pmblem'ivas

8 geriousd ons, and: thith Phey seded the inpigration of Chinsse
i order to ﬂuppl%ht}m netessary wanis bt the Bonsehold i, ’che
oy of srvice. s will givesome idesof thedifficls problatas

;vltxlmh -appéhrad bofore the Committes on Forelgn Affairs fot so-
QLIONY

Wi i:]mi: thé ironigragion'of kha lowex class of Chinese hbore:rs,

-

163

otesh thefetn Qi1 the one'’

egol, | O
zls-

E :
passitile 10’
gathen-the- exojga, angd th eywmt u.uomd to pensh Beoanss 0f thej

7x ofte Yolnb, Mr. Chairman, we wisry unifed, and-that’

thay shsuld wint £o buy, for, 1l the advarbising aad all the
drummers and; 6l i pzenty 0f commenca that wa.conld send o
Ohing, wonjﬁ ok have onefiftioth of the inflieneethit o nokive
%ﬂ g laclowonld e able-to aprend inXis o'wo fimgrasnd infori
s&:people of the stade of sdvenoced elsfiizetion bhere.nnd, ol
our-products; and. it 34 for thit Tenson your dommibtes felt 16 o= -
Smhbnt op them to mllow Fréa. nooess. 10 the Intelligend cox-
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ngmusbﬁlmtof Br, Liveinashs for, if anyhodyhéad his sreuhant, | They hud ﬂnven out thae ywhita sldled mechtnio i the. manyfa-
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Asian Law Caucus agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated
April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full
support of the renaming of Tulius Kahn Park.

Asian Law Caucus

" o O
W vey /s
By: 11.’.{’2//?% //’f( ’)L’ ]
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

The California Asian Pacific American Bar Association (Cal-APABA) agrees with the letter of the
Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action
dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

CALIFORNIA ASTAN PACIFIC
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION

By:

Tts: President ="

139332202.1
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1525 Grant Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94133
TEL 415.984.145Q

Chinatown Community | FAX 415:362.7992

Development Center TTY 416,884.,9910
£ % b, . www.chinatowncde.org

i

JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAUNPARK:

Chinatown Community Development Center agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical
Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3,
' 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Chinatown Community Development Center

BY: e
Name: Norman Fong

Its: Executive Director,

Propertiss pr J by Cf [: [ Canterds riof bosed on racy, color, eraed,
(:J Q| refigion, sex, nalional origin, age, famifial status, handicap, ancestry, nredical condiffon, physical hendicap, vateran status, soxual
arignlation, AIDS, AIDS refalad condifon (ARC), mented disabillty, mumital status, source of intome, aor any other arbitrary Status. e
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CHINESE CONSOLIDATED BENEVOLENT ASSOC!ATION

"Chinese Six Companies”
The Official Representative Association of Chinese in America
843 STOCKTON STREET ¢ SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94108
’ TEL: (415) 982-6000 = FAX: (415) 982-6010 :

April 25, 2018

Supervisors:

Sandra Lee Fewer, Catherine Stefini and Norman Yee
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102

. Dear Supervisors.

The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association strongly supports a
resolution of the Board of Supervisors to direct the San Francisco’s
Recreation and Park Commission to eradicate the name, Julius Kahn’s from
the Julius Kahn Playground.

Due to former Congressman Kahn’s advocacy in the permanent extension of
the Chinese Exclusion Act and his introduction of H.R. 1303 1 which gained
quick passage through the House of Representatives prior to moving on to
the Senate for approval.

As San Franciscans, we should be able to enjoy our public parks and have
equal access to facilities provided by this great City by the Bay regardless of
the color of our skins or ethnicities, without the stigma of a racist name.
Sincerely,

CHINESE CONSOLIDATED BENOVOLENT ASSOCIATION

S, oy

Stephen Leung //
Premdmg Premdent
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Chairperson JOINDER.IN SUPPORT:OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Minna Tao-

Viée Chairs.
Wai-| ling.Eng
ShermanTang,
AlffedTorm Hlsloucal S oc1ety of Ameuca dated Aprll 3. 2018 and the Chmese f01 Afﬁlmatlvc

Action:dated April 3, 2018, and j Joing them in fall supp01t of the-renaming of Julins:
Secretary  Kahi Paile,
Shanrion'Yip .
Tréasufer Chinege. Cultute Foundation of San.Francisco.
GEorge Mak ‘ ‘ '

. r’ L
‘Board of Directors. Trer SN 2 S Ny e ¥ 8
Daniel Cheng- By: - fiﬂw S L U s D?,lt@, AT T Ay }/5

Ben Chot ‘

Helen ¥. H. Hui; Esge Mabel Ten E*{e‘cuuve Diréctor

Thomas.Kiitgaard; Esq.

Ryanlge '

Laureng MeClain, Esq.

Mark T: Ng y s
Warren Seefo . f/‘f ﬂ‘;{ ;Uv v . Date: T’/ f«}"/ ;(g
Cacllid 5ze Ma Leon uty Ditkctor: PR
GartyK. Wong - Y Leane TR e

Executive Director
Mabel S. Teng:

Global Art Coungil -
Hou Hanru

Marni Katacka:
Pilk

Art Adviéory Board
Terese' Tse Bartholomew.
Tatwjna-Chinn Lee
Manm qu

Gang. Sxtu

750 KEARNY ST.; 3RD. FLOOR, SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108,
T (415)98@~‘1 822 | E (415)986:2835 (R www.ccesf.us | Einfo@ccesfius
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

COMFORT WOMEN MEMORIAL FOUNDATION agrees with the letter of the Chinese
Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated
April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

COMFORT WOMEN JUSTICE COALITION
Judge Lillian Sing, ret
Judge Julie Tang, ret.

139916333.1
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN-PARK

The Community Youth Center of San Francisco agrees with thie-letter of the Chiriese H1stomcal
Society- of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinése for Afhrmauvc Action dated April 3,
2018, and joins them in foll support of the renaming of Tulius Kahn Park.

Commniunity Youth Center of San Franéisco (CYC)

139494738.1
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-DWIN M. LE

Asian Pacific Democratic Club

JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Edwin M. Lee Asian Pacific Democratic Club agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical
Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3,
2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Edwin M. Lee Asian Pacific Democratic Club
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT.OF RENAMING JULIUS ICAHN PARK.

T
1ts: E;\'ecu‘tj_rv;:r‘fezl)n’e’ctor

1392603001
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Jewish Community Relations Council agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of
America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins
them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS
COUNCIL

By:
Its:

AMP

JEWISH COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL

of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin, Sonoma, Alameda and Contra Costa Counties
121 Steuart Street, Ste. 301, San Francisco, CA 94105 | Ph: (415) 957-1551 | info@jcrcorg | www.jcrcorg

Pursuing a Just Society and a Secure Jewish Future
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK.

Kimochi, Inc., agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society.of America dated April 3,
2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support
of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Kimochi, Inc.

Iis: EECoWE Ditecapa.

139332103.1
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From: Vince Courtney

To: Low, Allan E. (SFQ): Theresa Foglio

Ce: Zhang, Linda (SFQY; Quock, Lindsey (SFQ); Chang. Kathy (SFQ)
Subject: Re: LIUNA Local 261 Joinder in Support

Date: Wednesday, May 2, 2018 12:46:03 PM

Commissioner Low: -

LIUNA Laborers’ Local 261 agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of
America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and
joins them in fall support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

LIUNA Laborers’ Local 261

By: /s/ Vince Courtney
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAFHN PARK

National Japanese American Historical Society agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical
Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3,
2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Parl.

National Japanese American Historical Society

Its: | Zf_ya&z.;/m:o y//caffu

139260300.1
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHNPARK -




3398 V\Taslnncton Street Saxt Franitisco, CA. 94118 * 415 ::DO 1477 * ckerguson@energy solnﬁon us.com

April 30,2018

Supervisor Sandra Tée Féwer-
City Hall '

1 Dr. Carlton B. Gpodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Super\s'lsor Catherine’ Stefam
City Hall '

1. Dt. Carlton B. .Goodleﬁ Place:
San Francisco, CA 04102

Supervisor:Norman Yee:

City Hall.

1 Dr. Carlton B. Gbodl’a’ct. Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Renaming JK Playerounid
Deéar Supervisors Fewer, Stéfani and Yee:
Tam Wnﬁngm 'my';gapgcity as President of the Presidio Heights.Aschiaﬁoﬁ. of Néighboxs,

Asyou knew, the northers botindary-of the Presidio Heights neighborhood is the Présidio Wall
betiveen the Presidio Gate and Argnells Gate. The Jiilfus Kahn Playground is situated. directly
_onthe other sidé of the. Pres1d10 Wall from. Pres1d10 Heights mldway betweeri the two: gates

For ds long as anyone.can remember, JK Playground has been used extensively by countless
children who have: grown up-iit Presidio Heights. The main building at the play ground: was built
because of the-generosity of Richard and Rhoda Goldman o of the tnost-revered
philanthropists i San Francised, and résidents of Presidio Heights for rost their long lives. Asa
parent of two ohlldxen myself; [ thmk 1t is fair fo say that JK Playground is a vital and:necessary
‘pactoef the character of the Presidio Heig ghts, neighborhood. Asa 3(-year resident-of Presidio-
Heights, a neighborhood: consisting of over 800-residences and over 25 00 résidenits (aH of whom
‘are: automailcally members of PHAN bv thelr residency), I can attest to-the fact that itis a
beloved playground in our comnmmity and we hope that it will continue to be & vibrant space. for
generations 10 come

Nevertheless, after carefilconsideration and: discussion; the Board of Directors of the Presidio
Helghts Association of Neighbors (PHAN) doesnot opposé theremmgval of Julius. Kahn’s name,
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Rose Pak Democratic Club agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America
dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them
in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Rose Pak Democratic Club

By: %

1
Tts: President

139332061.1
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The Rotary Club of San Francisco Chinatown agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical
Society of America dated April 3, 2018; and the Chinese for, Affirmative Action dated April 3,
2018, and joins them-in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.
Rotary Club of San Francisco Chinatown Additionally; we would like to comment that this

£ decision wag, unanimous among our membership.
L ' Thank you for considering the renaming of Julius
o Kahn Piirk.

o

" By: Richard Swask”
President 2017-18

1393320871

1671



P.O. Box 29055
San Francisco, CA 94129
Phone: 415.474.1321

mgpappas@sfinterfaithcouncil.org
www.sfinterfaithcouncil.org

Michael G. Pappas, M.Div.
Executive Director

Board of Directors:

Kaushik Roy, Chair
The Shanti Project

Betsy Dodd, Vice Chair
Calvary Presbyterian Church

Rabbi Larry Raphael, Treasurer
Congregation herith Israel

Nancy Nielsen, Secretary
Lutheran Social Services

Fr. Arturo Albano
St. Mary’s Cathedral

Fatih Ates
Pacifica Institute

P.J. Cherrin
Mission Minyan

The Rev. Ellen Clark-King
Grace Cathedral

Sensei Elaine Donlin
Buddhist Church of SF

Richard H. Harris, Jr.
Church of Jesus Christ LDS

Hala K. Hijazl, Commissioner
SF Human Rights Commission

John McKnight
The Salvation Army

Rev. Monique Ortiz
Saint Mary and Saint Martha
Lutheran Church

Mario Paz

Good Samaritan Family Resource

Center
Robert T. Phillips

The Baha'i Faith in San Francisco

Rita R.Semel, Past Chair
Congregation Emanu-£/

Rev. Floyd Trammell

First Friendship Institutional Baptist

Church

Swami Vedananda
Vedanta Society

Dr. Mary Wardell
University of San Francisco

Dr. Sally Wei
Buddhist Tzu Chi Foundation

Fr. Kenneth Westray

St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church

JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

SAN FRANCISCO INTERFAITH COUNCIL agrees with the letter of the
Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for
Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the

renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

SAN FRANCISCO INTERFAITH COUNCIL

Al J] T
By: Michael G. Pappas
Its: Executive Director

May 10, 2018
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Self-Help for the Elderly agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America
dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them
in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Self-Help for the Elderly

By: _ —Dric ﬁ’Q"“‘i/

D)

Its: President & CEO

139331927.1
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= o8 ,
s THE SOUTH ASIAN BAR ASSOCIATION

%F% OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA

JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

The South Asian Bar Association of Northern California agrees with the letter of the Chinese
Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated
April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

South Asian Bar Association of Northern California

By: Asithala /
: /(
S

7
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PRESIDENT
DIANA M. KWOK

PRESIDENT ELECT
SHIRLEY WEL

EXECUTIVE
VICE PRESIDENT
STEPHANIE W, TANG

VICE PRESIDENT
JASON LIANG

TREASURER
ELIZABETH YANG

SECRETARY
CELENE CHAN ANDREWS

BOARD OF GOVERNORS
ERIC D. CHAN
TING HE

NINA HONG
ALICIA HOU
RAY HSU
SHARLENE LEE
CALEBLIANG
LISALIU
JOHNLY
WILLIAM K. PAQ
RALPH TSONG
AMY WAN
WENDY T. WU
JANE YANG

STUDENT
REPRESENTATIVES
SIQ CHEN
YOLANDA LU

BOARD OF ADVISORS
EDUARDO A. ANGELES
JASONLO

ADAM RITTER
KIMTUNG

HENRY C. WANG

JACK S, YEH

HONORARY BOARD
OF ADVISORS

HON. JOHN CHIANG
HON, JUDY CHU
HON. MIKEENG
HON. JANICE FUKAT
HON, TED LIEU

JUDICIAL LIAISON
HON. CYNTHIALOQ

ORANGE COUNTY
LIAISON
BENJAMIN S, LIN

PAST PRESIDENTS
AIBERT C, LUM
NOWLAND C, HONG*
GEORGE S, LEE (1924-1985)
HON. RONALD 8. W. LEW*

HON, HARRY MOCK JR. (1932-1986)

WIOLIIAM L. TAN

DAVID B, WOO (1939-2016)
EDWARD Y. KU

H.G. ROBERT FONG

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
CHINESE LAWYERS ASSOCIATION

199 WEST GARVEY AVENUE, SUITE 201
MONTEREY PARK, CA 91754
WWW.SCCLA.ORG

JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

The Southern California Chinese Lawyers Association agrees with the letter of the
Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for
Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support of the

renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Signed: = R

Name: Shirley Wei

Title: SCCLA President-Elect
Date: April 24, 2018

HON. GEORGE H. KING*
BRIAN A, SUN*

SANDRA ], CHAN

STEWART C. KWOH*

HON. RONALD LOW*
CAROLYN M. YEE (1949.2011)
HON. ROBERT N, K\WAN*
HON. DOLLY M. GEE*
DAVID C. TSENG

PAMELA G. CHIN*

HOR. JOHN K.C. MAH
CURTIS C, JUNG*
CHRISTOPHER K.D, LEONG*
HON, ROBERTA M. YANG*
MARY H. CHU*

KENNETH T, FONG*

FRANK . CHEN*

A, JUSTIN LUMY
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WENDY W, CHANG*
PHILIP H. LAM*

HON, BETTY B. CHIM*
HON, ELAINE LU*
WILLIAM L. NU*

BETI T. BERGMAN
PAULS, CHAN*
CAMILLA M. ENG
ARTHUR M. TSAI

WESLEY L. HSU*¥
KENNETH CHIU
CYNDIEM. CHANG
STACEY H. WANG
FEUIX T, WOO

*BOARD OF ADVISORS MEMBER



JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

UNITED PLAYAZ agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated
April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

UNITED PLAYAZ

T

139405239.1
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From: gchinboss@gmail.com

To: Low, Allan E. (SFQ)

Cc: Quock, Lindsey (SFQ); Zhang, Linda (SFQ); Chang, Kathy (SFO)
Subject: Re: Julius Kahn Playground

Date: Friday, May 4, 2018 8:30:27 AM

"I, Gordon Chin, agree with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated
April 3, 2018 and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and join them in
full support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park "

Gordon Chin
May 4, 2018

Sent from my iPad
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING THE JULIUS KAHN PARK

This letter serves as support for the Chinese Historical Society of America and the
Chinese for Affirmative Action to remove Julius Kahn’s name from the Julius Kahn
Playground.

Julius Kahn was known for his relentless efforts to exclude Asians from the United
States and his most significant contribution was his leadership in making the
Chinese Exclusion Act permanent. This Act had a dehumanizing effect on Chinese
in America and tore Chinese families apart.

Our parks are a space for everyone in our diverse community and should not honor
or bear the name of a man who promoted hatred and exclusion.

| join the San Francisco Chinese Community in full support of the renaming of the
Julius Kahn Park.

Sincerely,

e

Rodney Fong

President

Fong Real Estate Company, LLC
145 Jefferson Street, Suite 700
San Francisco, CA 94133
Telephone: (415) 307-6106

Email: Rodney@WaxMuseum.com

FONG REAL ESTATE COMPANY, LLC
%

145 JEFFERSON STREET. SUITE 700 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94133
FONGREALESTATESF.COM P: 415-345-0619 F: 415-345-0610
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Richard Hashimoto agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated '
April 3, 2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full
support of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park. ‘

<

. Richard Hashimoto

139663765.1
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JOINDER IN SUPPORT OF RENAMING JULIUS KAHN PARK

Grace Horikiri agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3,
2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support
of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

Grace Horikiri

139665071.1
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s TAMAKL LLP

G gy Aftermays at Lem

M1 NAMI

Dale Minami
~ Direct Line: 415.788-2713
May 15, 2018 Fax: 415.398-3887

Email:
Supervisor Sandra Lee Fewer
City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Catherine Stefani
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Supervisor Norman Yee

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodiett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Julius Kahn Playground
Dear Supervisor Fewer, Supervisor Stefani, and Supervisor Yee:

By way of infroduction, | am an attorney who has practiced for 46 years in the
Bay Areq, currently with the firm of Minami Tamaki LLP in San Francisco. As an
active member of the Asian Pacific American ("APA") and legal communities, |
have helped found the Asian Law Caucus, Inc., a community-interest law firm,
the Asian American Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area and the Asian
Pacific Bar of California. In the public arena, | served as an evaluator of judges
on the State Commission on Judicial Nominees Evaluation ("CJNE"), as a
member of Senator Barbara Boxer's Judicial Appointments Review Committee,
as a Commissioner on the Fair Employment and Housing Commission and as the
Chair of the Civil Liberties Public Education Fund, appointed by President Clinton.
| only cite this background to offer some credibility fo my opinions expressed
below.

San 'qu:i;ié'ii- Qfﬂ ce - 360 Post Sreagx §T5:-F

?’f\au 5:,. 475 78
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May 16,2018
Page 2

In 1972, | began teaching Asian American Studies at U.C. Berkeley as a Lecturer.
One of our first subjects we faught was history including the first discriminatory
immigration laws aimed at APA's which, of course, was the Chinese Exclusion
Act (“Act”), the first ban on immigration of an ethnic group in the United States.
This Act was the genesis of almost a century of discriminatory immigration laws
aimed af APA's, including the Japanese and Asian ban in 1924.

When President Trump ordered the immigration ban on predominantly Musliim
countries, it was an echo of history and the legal justification for these bans were
based on the Chinese Exclusion Acts. Discriminatory laws begat additional
discriminatory laws and the victims were all persons of color who were
.considered “foreign” or “unassimilable™” by the powers that be. So the Act
reverberated throughout history and bedevils us foday, not just as a law which
demonizes the “other” but as part of a culture which demeans dnd degrades
people of color and those with ofher religious values. 11 is a painful reminder of a
shameful past and represents a name which should not be honored with
playground name.

| therefore join others in respectfully requesting that the name of the Julius Kahn
Playground be changed o remove the disgraceful vestige of history which
affected notjust San Francisco, or Cdlifornia, or the United States but people
who have been and are currently, victims of such discriminatory laws. Thank
you for your consideration. '

Very fruly yours,

MINAMI TAMAK LLP

Dale Minami

DM/dm
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Sandy Mori agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3,
2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support
of the renaming of Julius Kahn Park.

' “Sandy Mori

139664185.1
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ORT OF RENAMING JULIUS- KAHR PARK.. -

Steve Nakajo agrees with the letter of the Chinese Historical Society of America dated April 3,
2018, and the Chinese for Affirmative Action dated April 3, 2018, and joins them in full support

Steve Nakajo

139664220.1
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City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM

TO: 'Phil Ginsburg, General Manager, Recreation and Parks Department
Margaret McArthur, Recreation and Parks Commission Liaison

FROM: John Carroll, Assistant Clerk,
Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committe\e,
Board of Supervisors

DATE: - April 25, 2018

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED

The Board of Supervisors’ Public Safety and Neighborhood Services Committee has
received the following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Yee on
April 17, 2018~

File No. 180394
Resolution urging the Recreation and Park Commission to remove the
name of Julius Kahn from the playground located at West Pacific Avenue
and Spruce Street; and to rename the playground to recognize the value of
immigrants and multicultural diversity to the City of San Francisco.

If you have any comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to

me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place,
San Francisco, CA 94102.

c: Sarah Madland, Recreation and Parks Department
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CRIVED
Introduction Form BOAHD O & VEERIS

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or Mayor

AiapR 17 Pl 2:01
I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): avlors )

1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion or Chartér Amendment). -
[ ] 2.Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.

[ ] 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

[ ] 4. Request for letter beginning :"Supervisor : inquiries”

[] 5. City Attorney Request.
[ ] 6.Call File No. v from Committee.

[] 7. Budget Analyst request (attachcci written motion).
[ ] 8. Substitute Legislation File No.

[] 9. Reactivate File No.

(1 10. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:

[ ]Small Business Commission [ Youth Commission []Ethics Commission
[ ]Planning Commission 1 [ |Building Inspection Commission
Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use the Imperative Form. '

Sponsor(s):

Yee, Fewer.

Subject:

Urging the Recreation and Park Commission to Remove the Name of Julius Kahn from the Playground at West
Pacific Avenue and Spruce Street

The text is listed:

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:

For Clerk's Use Only N
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