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|| BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

FILE NO. 110189 o | RESOLUTION NO.

°E

[Urging the California State iisegislature and the Governor to Enact SB 223]

Resolution urging the California State Legislature and the Governor to enact SB 223 to
allow the Board of Supervisors of any county to ask voters to consider restoring its
vehicle license fee to the 1948-1998 level, giving voters the opportunity to preserve

local services, public transportation, and critical programs.

WHEREAS, The City and'County of San Francisco is facing a projected budget deficit
of $380 million for the 2012 fiscal year; and, ' -

WHEREAS, The budget deficit wiii require difficult decisioris about Whetiier and how to
preserve important local services and progra:ms_, such as funding for transportation, fire and
police protection, public health, and children, youth and families; and, .

WHEREAS, The City and County of San Francisco agrees with Governor Jerry Brown
that California voters should have a say in the state’s fiscal future; and,

WHEREAS, San Francisco voters deserve to have the opportunity to make important
decisions about how to address our local budget deficit, but state iaw currently limits voters’
ability to determine the level at which vehicle license fees are set; and,

WHEREAS, From 1948 to 1998, the vehicle license fee -o'n vehicles registered in San
Francisco was set at two percent of a vehicle’s market vaiue, but under Gevernor
Schwarzenegger; that fee was reduced to 1.15 perc.ent'and is set to decrease further to .65
percent later this year; ‘and, | |

WHEREAS, This decrease in vehicle license fees has resulted in a $6 billion reduction

in funding for critical local government programs and services each year; and,

Supervisor Chiu, Wiener, Avalos, Elsbernd, Mirkarimi ,
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- WHEREAS, COunties should have the ability to decide for them'selves whether to use |
vehicle Ilcense fees as a part of a comprehensive solution to the current local government
budget crises; and |

WHEREAS, State Senator Mark Leno (D-San Francrsco) has mtroduced Ieglslatron in
the Callfornla State Senate that would give countles the option to add a Voter Approved Local:
Assessment (VALA) to the vehiole license fee should the Board of Supervisors approve it with
a two-thirds vote and the voters approve it with a majority vote; and,

WHEREAS, SB 223 would cap the total cost of any county’s vehicle license fee at two
percent of the market value of the vehicle, which is the same rate that the State of California
established for nearly fifty- years; and, ;

| WHEREAS, If San Francnsco chooses to use this VALA option at a rate of .85 percent,
for example it is estimated that approxrmately $44 million could be generated above what
San Francrsco currently recelves making a srgnlflcant contribution toward closing the budget
deficit and protecting vital services; and

WHEREAS, SB 223 is supported by the San Francisco Chamber of Commerce and
many labor and communlty organizations, which recognize that the budget deficit cannot be
closed entirely through cuts to local programs and services; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the City and County of San Francisco urges the California State
Legislature to ‘and»the Governor to enact SB 223, which would empower San Francisco voters
to make |mportant deCIS|ons about how to address the City's budget deflcrt and be it

. FURTHER RESOLVED That the Board of Superwsors dlrects the Clerk of the Board

to send a copy of this resolution to Governor Jerry Brown, Lieutenant Governor Gavin

‘Newsom Speaker of the California State Assembly John A, Pérez, Democratic Caucus Chair

Jerry Hill, Assembly Member Gil Cedillo, Minority Floor Leader Martln Garrick, and the San

Francisco state Ieglslatlve delegation.

Supervisor Chiu, Wiener, Avalos, Elsbernd, Mrrkarrml .
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS . : ‘ Page 2
' 2/24/2011

1047




IN TRODUCTION FORM

BV a member of the Board of Superv1sors or the Mavor

Time Stamp or
Meeting Date

T hereby submit the following item for introduction:

1. For reference to Comnnttee
An ordinance, resolut1on motion, or charter amendment
X 2. Request for next pnnted agenda without reference to Committee

e

Request for Comrmttee hearing on a subj ect matter

Request for letter beginning “Supervisor ___._ inquires...”.
City Attorney request. By

. Call file from Committee. :

Budget Analyst request (attach Wntten motlon)

Novwv e

’H- | -l‘

Please check the appropnate boxes. The proposed Ieglslatlon should be forwarded to the
following:

- O Small Business Commission . OYouth Commission
O Ethics Commission - O Planning Commission
" 0O Building Inspection Commission ‘ ’

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a different form.]

J

Sponsor(s): Supervisors Chiu, Wiener, Avalos; Elsby’ern‘d, Mirkarimi

SUBJECT
 The text 1s listed below or attached

Resolution urging the California State Leglslature and the Governor to enact SB

+ 223, to allow the Board of Supervisors of any county to ask voters to consider
restormg its vehicle license fee to the 1948-1998 level, giving voters the opportunity
to preserve local services, public transportation, and crltlcal programs

_-Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:

, For Clerk’s Use Only:

Cbmmon/Supervtsors Form Revised 2/6/06
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