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[Administrative Code - Tenant Opportunity To Cure; Eviction Protections]

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to require landlords pursuing certain
types of evictions to first provide their tenants written notice and an opportunity to
cure, unless the eviction is based on an imminent health or safety issue or the non-
payment of COVID-19 rental debt; and making findings that the eviction protections in
the Rent Ordinance are more protective than those found in State law pursuant to
California Civil Code, Section 1946.2.

Existing Law

The Rent Ordinance (Admin. Code Ch. 37) recognizes various “just causes” for landlords to
evict their tenants. Sections 37.9(a)(1)-(6) involve situations that are the fault of the tenant:
(2) failure to pay rent; (2) violating a material term of the tenancy; (3) committing or allowing a
nuisance that is severe, continuing, or recurring; (4) using or permitting the unit to be used for
any illegal purpose; (5) refusal to execute a written extension or renewal of the lease under
the same terms as existed previously; and (6) refusal to allow the landlord access to the unit
as required by state or local law. If the tenant commits any of these violations, the landlord
has just cause to evict. The Rent Ordinance does not generally specify how much time the
landlord must give the tenant to cure the violation in these situations.

Amendments to Current Law

The proposed ordinance would create a 10-day cure period for all evictions under subsections
(a)(1)-(6): the landlord would need to send the tenant a written warning notice that describes
the alleged violation and informs the tenant that a failure to correct such violation within 10
days may result in the initiation of eviction proceedings. The landlord would have just cause
to evict if the tenant had not addressed the violation within the 10-day period. But a 10-day
warning period would not be required for evictions based on the tenant creating a serious and
imminent risk of injury or property damage, or the nonpayment of COVID-19 rental debt.

The ordinance also adopts a finding pertaining to the Rent Ordinance generally, which states
that the Rent Ordinance’s tenant protections are more protective than those found under state
law (the Tenant Protection Act of 2019, California Civil Code Section 1946.2).
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