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Current status of COVID-19 in San Francisco

COVID-19 and children

Data accessed through sf.gov; Data through 1/5/21
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COVID-19 cases in children and youth in SF

COVID-19 and children

• Cases in children are a small percentage 

of total cases

• Currently, 12% of cases were among 
children under 18

• Less than 20% of cases over time

• Majority of cases in adults

• Serious forms of pediatric cases are rare

• Most children have mild 
symptoms or no symptoms

• Low hospitalizations for children

• Zero deaths in children

Data as of 1/8/22

Data as of 1/2/22
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COVID-19 cases in children and youth in SF

COVID-19 and children

Data accessed through sf.gov; Data through December 2021
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COVID-19 hospitalizations in SF children

COVID-19 and children

• As of 1/13/22, less than 5

children from San 

Francisco hospitalized for 

COVID-19

• Hospitalizations so low that 

data cannot be publicly 

reported without concern 

for privacy and 

confidentiality

Source: UCSF
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COVID-19 and children

COVID-19 in children: Vaccines and Boosters

• Current vaccines for 5 years old and 

older are effective

• Vaccines prevent hospitalization 

and death from COVID-19

• Youth ages 12-15 years old are now 
eligible for boosters as of 1/6/21

• Adults being vaccinated from COVID-19 

protect unvaccinated children who are 

not eligible yet

• FDA may approve vaccines for children 
under 5 by spring 2022

• Pfizer is conducting clinical trials for 

children ages 2-4 to receive 3 shots 

in order to increase effectiveness Source: San Francisco Department of Public Health
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COVID-19 and children

COVID-19 in children: Vaccines and Boosters

Vaccines Boosters

Data accessed through sf.gov; Data through 1/12/21
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Safer Return to School

COVID-19 and schools

▪ Schools are a safer place to learn, play, and 

make friends

▪ Risk of transmission is lower in 

schools when layered safety measures are 

in place

▪ When community case rates are high, we 

expect to see cases at schools and other 

settings

▪ Guidelines are designed to stop spread of 

COVID between people at school

▪ There are more benefits to going back to school 

than staying home, including:

▪ Academic learning

▪ Physical and mental health

▪ Social and emotional development
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SFDPH initiatives to support SFUSD

COVID-19 and schools

▪ Operated 5 school vaccine/booster clinics in 2021

▪ Managed SFUSD reopening applications prior to reopening, including site visits

▪ Reviewed ventilation systems at all school buildings prior to reopening

▪ Assigned DSWs to assist SFUSD to assess/fix windows and arrange classrooms

▪ Update guidance and protocols related to schools and afterschool programs

▪ Recent updates include:

▪ Stronger face covering recommendations

▪ Isolation and Quarantine

▪ Group Contact Tracing

▪ Operate DPH-contracted testing sites that serve the general public, including SFUSD 

students and families

▪ Scaled up testing to accommodate demand of Omicron surge

▪ Provide daily technical assistance to SFUSD on responding to positive cases and close 

contacts at school sites
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School Safety Measures: Vaccination

▪ Vaccines remain one of the most effective 

ways to decrease risk of COVID-19 and 

highly effective at preventing serious illness

▪ San Francisco has one of the highest 

vaccination rates in the country

▪ Call 628-652-2700 or visit sf.gov/get-

vaccinated to book appointment for free 

vaccinations and boosters

▪ Operated vaccine and booster clinics at 

school sites in cooperation with SFUSD

▪ Balboa HS

▪ Burton HS

▪ Malcolm X Academy ES

▪ McCoppin ES

▪ Sunset ES

COVID-19 and schools



• SFDPH requires or strongly recommends testing for:

• People with symptoms of COVID-19 even if 

they are vaccinated

• People who are considered close contacts to 

someone with COVID-19 and have not have 

COVID-19 in last 3 months

• People who want to return early from isolation 

or quarantine on day 5 or after

• Unvaccinated teachers, staff or volunteers 

test on weekly basis per State Health Order
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School Safety Measures: Testing

COVID-19 and schools



▪ Vaccines and boosters

▪ Establish 5 school vaccine/booster sites at SFUSD in 

next 1-2 weeks

▪ Face coverings

▪ Ordered 150,000 KN95 masks for staff

▪ Ordered 500,000 surgical masks for students

▪ Delivered to SFUSD yesterday (1/13/22)

▪ Testing

▪ Delivered 1,000 rapid home tests to fill gap

▪ More tests arriving from Federal governments

▪ Testing shortage but City will prioritize tests for SFUSD

▪ Contact Tracing

▪ Group tracing method reduces burden of contact 
tracing but requires testing resources
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City of San Francisco continues to support SFUSD

COVID-19 and schools
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Thank you.

Any questions?

You can reach us at Schools-ChildcareSites@sfdph.org

COVID-19 and schools

mailto:Schools-ChildcareSites@sfdph.org

