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FOR FILE 
This memo contains research notes from research undertaken by architectural historian, Stacy Farr, and Planning 
Preservation staff, Pilar LaValley, regarding public access to 155 Sansome Street and to Diego Rivera’s fresco, titled 
Allegory of California, located in stairwell between 10th and 11th floors of the subject building. Attached to this memo 
are newspaper clippings associated with the research notes. Other documentation, including copies of PDFs of 
websites, webpages, articles, etc. documenting public access to the fresco, referenced in draft ordinance and Execu-
tive Summary for Planning Case No. 2021-005992DES were attached to the previously submitted Planning transmit-
tal, dated January 5, 2022. 
 
Research Notes: Public access to upper floors of 155 Sansome, 1931-1987 

Background: 155 Sansome Street opens January 4, 1930, operates as the offices of the San Francisco Stock 
Exchange through 1953 when the building was sold to Industrial Indemnity Company. Mural is completed in 
March 1931. Upper floors were called the Pacific Stock Exchange Luncheon Club when the building opened, also 
referred to as the Stock Exchange Lunch Club, and the Stock Exchange Club. Became the San Francisco City Club in 
1987. 

Stacy Farr spoke with Demetri Rizos, Executive Director of the San Francisco City Guides on November 4, 2021. He 
told her that prior to the pandemic, the City Guides offered guided tours of the City Club for fifteen years. Tours were 
offered all year long, Mondays and Wednesdays, at no cost, and were capped at twenty-five people per tour. He says 
the tour was one of their most popular and was usually “sold out.” Tours have not restarted post-Covid. 

 

Searched “Diego Rivera Mural” 1931-1987 in SF Chronicle historical database… 

1986 - Herb Caen, “Caenniption Fits,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 8, 1986, 41: “Rare opportunity! The Stock 
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Exchange Club at 155 Sansome will be open to the public today from 2 to 4 p.m. to show off the Diego Rivera mural, 
this being the artist's centennial, but the club itself is equally a work of art. An Art Deco masterpiece, in fact.” 

 

Searched “155 Sansome” 1931-1987 in SF Chronicle historical database… 

1932 - “Public May Attend Institute Classes,” San Francisco Chronicle, August 28, 1932, 51: With the opening of 
the SFSEI fall term, general public can enroll in and attend classes, held evenings at 155 Sansome. 

1932 - Advert, San Francisco Chronicle, December 25, 1932, 55: SF Institute of Accountancy holds classes with 
public enrollment at 155 Sansome. 

1937 – “Law Students Will Receive Awards Today,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 24, 1937, 23” SF Law School 
holds commencement in the assembly hall (ground floor) of 155 Sansome.  

1938 – “Important,” San Francisco Chronicle, April 22, 1938, 25: SF Chamber of Commerce holds statewide 
trade agreements conference in Stock Exchange auditorium.  

1940 – “Coming Events,” San Francisco Chronicle, April 12, 1940, 29: California Teachers’ Association meeting 
at 155 Sansome. 

1940 – “Variety Show Will Aid Relief Drive,” San Francisco Chronicle, August 15, 1940, 16: variety show hosted 
by SE Institute held in auditorium at 155 Sansome. 

1941 – “Women in War: Many Skilled in their Ranks,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 23, 1941, 8: female 
volunteers for US Army Aircraft Warning Service please report to room 909 of 155 Sansome. 

1958 – “Royal Birthday Celebration Here,” San Francisco Chronicle, June 27, 1958, 15: Holland American Soci-
ety of California hosts birthday party for the prince of the Netherlands at the Stock Exchange Club. 

1970 – “Roundup of Political Activities,” San Francisco Chronicle, May 27, 1970, 43: Agnes O’Brien Smith, mu-
nicipal judge candidate, honored at a reception at the Stock Exchange Club (same event happens again in Oc-
tober). 

1974 – “Roundup of Political Activities,” San Francisco Chronicle, March 13, 1974, 48: reception for Brian Van 
Camp, Sec. of State candidate, held at Stock Exchange Club. 

1975 - “Roundup of Bay Area Political Activities,” San Francisco Chronicle, September 12, 1975, 15: cocktail 
party for mayoral candidate Milton Marks held at Stock Exchange Club. 

1977 – Advert, San Francisco Chronicle, March 1, 1977, 46: ad for seminar about becoming an options market 
maker, held at Stock Exchange Club (this event is held again in September 1978). 

1986 – “The Murals,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 6, 1986, 13: Stock Exchange Mural open to the public 
on December 8 as a part of a celebration of the 100th anniversary of Rivera’s birth. (Different mention of this 
event by Herb Caen on December 8, 1986 page 40 calls it a “rare opportunity” to see the mural.) 

 

Searched “Stock Exchange Club” 1931-1987 in SF Chronicle historical database… 

1931 – “Rolph Faces Problems in Appointments,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 8, 1931, 5: finance com-
mittee of the 1932 Democratic presidential campaign in Northern California meeting at the SEC for purposes 
of organization.  

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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1932 – “Pinks Pickups,” San Francisco Chronicle, April 3, 1932, 30: General Motors holds a luncheon for news-
papermen at the SEC. 

1932 – “Mrs. Davenport Gives Luncheon for Niece,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 5, 1932, 8: engagement 
luncheon held at SEC.  

1935 – “City’s Finance Groups Fete Charles Gay, NY Stock Exchange Chief,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 
5, 1935, 27: SEC is the location of banquet for NYSE head. 

1937 – “Visiting Stars Will be Feted,” San Francisco Chronicle, February 19, 1937, 27: Luncheon at the SEC in 
honor of several tennis stars and former president of the Northern California Tennis Association. 

1937 – “Mayor, Consular Chiefs Honor Egypt’s King at Banquet Here,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 31, 1937, 
11: SEC is location of banquet honoring the crowning of Farouk I, mayor Rossi and British Consul attend and 
speak.  

1939 – “Fair in ’40, Committee to Meet Tuesday,” San Francisco Chronicle, December 24, 1939, 10: executive 
committee of the GGIE will meet at the SEC.  

1941 – Women Bank Employees Hold Fashion Show,” San Francisco Chronicle, September 27, 1941, 11: “Femi-
nine” employees of the Federal Reserve Bank of SF hold a tea and fashion show at SEC.  

1949 – “Maugham Turns 75 in S. F. (Keeping a Date Made in ’24),” San Francisco Chronicle, January 26, 1949, 
24: W. Somerset Maugham has his 75th birthday party at the SEC, with UC President Robert Sproul, movie di-
rector George Cukor, and British and Canadian consulates in attendance.  

1957 – “Zellerbachs Honor Conductor, Soprano,” San Francisco Chronicle, July 19, 1957, 9: SEC is site of recep-
tion given by Art Commission President Harold Zellerbach and wife for Arthur Fiedler and Mary Gray (similar 
receptions by the Zellerbachs were given for other musicians in 1959 and 1961) 

1965 – “Dining with the Ladies,” San Francisco Chronicle, May 28, 1965, 18: Wine and Food Society’s annual 
Ladies’ Dinner held at SEC. SEC described as a bastion of masculinity.  

1973 – Mildred Hamilton, “Women in Business—A Brand New Etiquette,” January 28, 1973, 95: Notes that rules 
of Stock Exchange Club were changed during previous year to allow women members. 

1976 - Herb Caen, “Decline and Fall,” San Francisco Chronicle, November 21, 1976, 108: Notes on lunch at Stock Ex-
change Club considering decline of the Capitalist system; Caen notes that he lunches here sometimes to “… admire 
the Art Deco architecture … and to look at the Diego Rivera mural of Northern California…” 

1986 – Marilyn Sode Smith, “Local Color: Uncovering the San Francisco Legacy of Diego Rivera,” San Francisco 
Chronicle (published as San Francisco Examiner), December 21, 1986, 280-282, 288: Records history of Rivera’s 
murals in San Francisco and includes details noting how and where to locate these artworks. Notes that 
fresco at Stock Exchange Luncheon club is not open to the public.  

1987 – Donald K. White column, San Francisco Chronicle, September 21, 1987, 30: commentary regarding clo-
sure of Stock Exchange Club and opening of The City Club. Stock Exchange Club closed in May; what made the 
“Stock Exchange Club a capitalistic wonder was the gold leaf ceiling in its massive lounge and its silver leaf 
ceiling in the dining room. Those touches plus smooth, matched goat-skin walls in the lounge … and the best 
touch of all: The Diego Rivera murals in the grand staircase…” 

 

http://www.sf-planning.org/info
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