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[Lease and Management Agreement Amendment - Botanical Garden Society - Botanical 
Garden, Japanese Tea Garden, and Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park]  
 

Resolution approving and authorizing an amendment to the Lease and Management 

Agreement between the Recreation and Park Department and the San Francisco 

Botanical Garden Society for the San Francisco Botanical Garden in Golden Gate Park, 

to also include the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of 

the leased premises (which shall be known collectively as “the Gardens of Golden Gate 

Park”), to commence upon approval by the Board of Supervisors. 
 
 

WHEREAS, The Recreation and Park Department manages Golden Gate Park and the 

special gardens and attractions in Golden Gate Park; and 

WHEREAS, The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society (“SFBGS”) has been the 

City’s partner at the Botanical Garden since approximately 1955; in 2013, via Ordinance No. 

162-13, the City approved a lease and management agreement (“the Lease”) that allows 

SFBGS to lease and operate the Botanical Garden (including certain office and related space) 

in partnership with the Recreation and Park Department (“RPD”) for an initial term of ten 

years, with two ten-year extension options; the Lease has enabled the SFBGS to assist with 

the operation and management of the Botanical Garden and with education, fundraising, and 

other activities to support and enhance the Botanical Garden; a copy of the Lease and 

Ordinance No. 162-13 are on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 211305 

and incorporated by reference as though set forth fully herein; and 

WHEREAS, The Japanese Tea Garden first opened around 1894 and is a premiere 

attraction in Golden Gate Park; historically, visitor services consisted only of selling tickets for 

admissions; during the COVID-19 pandemic and in order to reopen the Japanese Tea Garden 
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to the public, the SFBGS agreed to help manage the entrance to the Japanese Tea Garden; 

and 

WHEREAS, The Conservatory of Flowers first opened in 1879 but was almost 

destroyed following a devastating storm in 1995; it was eventually rebuilt and since 2003 has 

been managed under a license with the Friends of Recreation and Park Corporation, today 

known as the San Francisco Parks Alliance, who helped to raise the funds needed for the 

renovation for the facility to reopen; the license expired in 2012 and has been in holdover and 

has not been updated; and   

WHEREAS, RPD and SFBGS seek to amend the Lease to include the Japanese Tea 

Garden, and Conservatory of Flowers as part of the premises that the SFBGS leases and 

operates, so that all three gardens can be operated collectively and known as “the Gardens of 

Golden Gate Park;”  a copy of the proposed Lease amendment is on file with the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors in File No. 211305 and is incorporated by reference as though set forth 

fully herein; and    

WHEREAS, Merging certain functions of all three attractions would improve visitor 

services and eliminate nonprofit redundancies; it would also allow visitors, volunteers, and 

schoolchildren a combined educational and cultural experience, and assist the Department in 

raising funds for needed repairs and maintenance and possible capital improvements at each 

location; the three gardens would have a campus feel while keeping their individual legacy 

names; together, they would be recognized and marketed as a regional organization with 

national and international recognition and partnerships; and  

WHEREAS, The proposed amendments to the Lease will have numerous public 

benefits, as noted above, and will enhance the City’s ability to manage the Gardens of Golden 

Gate Park and provide education and public programming, and given the SFBGS’s existing 
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Lease for the Botanical Garden portion of premises reliance on competitive bidding 

procedures for this Amendment would be impractical or impossible; and 

WHEREAS, On November 18, 2021, the Recreation and Park Commission adopted 

Resolution No. 2111-005, recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve the 

amendments to the Lease; a copy of the Resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors in File No. 211305; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the General Manager of 

the Recreation and Park Department, or their designee, to execute and enter into the 

Amendment to the Lease with SFBGS substantially in the form filed with the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors in File No. 211305; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors authorizes the RPD General 

Manager, or their designee, to enter into any further modifications and amendments to the 

Lease, including to any of its exhibits, that the RPD General Manager determines, in 

consultation with the City Attorney, are in the best interests of the City, do not materially 

increase the obligations or liabilities of the City, are necessary or advisable to effectuate the 

purposes of the Lease, and are in compliance with all applicable laws including the City’s 

Charter; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That within 30 days of the Amendment being fully executed by 

all parties, the Recreation and Park Department shall provide a copy of the final Amendment 

to the Clerk of the Board for inclusion into the official file. 
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Items 1 & 2 
Files 21-1305 & 21-1295 
(Continued from 2/2 meeting) 

Department:  
Recreation & Parks 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Legislative Objectives 

• File 21-1305: The proposed resolution would approve an amendment to the lease and 
management agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to also include 
the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of the leased premises. 

• File 21-1295: The proposed ordinance would amend the Park Code to waive admission fees 
for San Francisco residents to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers 
and reauthorize the Recreation and Park Department to set admission fees for non-resident 
adults at the Japanese Tea Garden, the Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden 
through flexible pricing. Fees for non-resident veterans would also be waived. 

Key Points 

• The Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) is responsible for admissions collections and other 
services for the Botanical Garden. The Conservatory of Flowers is currently managed by the 
Parks Alliance, and the Department is typically responsible for managing admissions at the 
Japanese Tea Garden in addition to garden maintenance. Under the proposed amendment, 
SFBGS would provide these same services to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory 
of Flowers. Non-profit costs are covered by admission revenues. 

Fiscal Impact 

• The Department estimates savings of $383,484 from joint management of the gardens due 
to consolidation of admission staffing and resulting in lower admissions costs than historical 
spending for the three gardens. The proposed spending plan includes an annual deposit of 
$514,105 to the City’s Garden Improvement Fund for maintenance and improvement of the 
gardens. 

• We estimate the annual revenue loss from the elimination of residential admission fees 
($271,385) and non-resident veteran admission fees ($300,000) could be offset by an 
increase of $1.00 in non-resident admission fees. Any net revenue would be assigned to the 
City’s Garden Improvement Fund. 

Policy Consideration 

• The original lease and management agreement with the Botanical Garden Society approved 
by the Board of Supervisors was not competitively procured and may be extended through 
May 2043. Because management of the three gardens has never been competitively 
procured, we do not know if costs are reasonable or if there are other providers that would 
bid on a competitive solicitation. 

Recommendations 

• Approval of Files 21-1305 and 21-1295 are policy matters for the Board of Supervisors.  
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MANDATE STATEMENT 

City Charter Section 9.118(c) states that any lease, modification, amendment, or termination of 
a lease that had an initial term of ten years or more, including options to extend, or that had 
anticipated revenues of $1 million or more is subject to Board of Supervisors approval. 

City Charter Section 2.105 states that all legislative acts shall be by ordinance, approved by a 
majority of the members of the Board of Supervisors. 

 BACKGROUND 

Current Lease and Management Agreement 

Under an existing lease and management agreement between the Recreation and Parks 
Department and the nonprofit organization, San Francisco Botanical Garden Society, the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden Society is responsible for visitor services, admissions collections, 
educational programming, marketing, and other services to support operations of the Botanical 
Garden in Golden Gate Park. The existing agreement was effective beginning in December 2013 
and expires December 2023 and includes two options to extend for ten years each.  

Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

The Recreation and Parks Commission seeks to bring the Botanical Garden, Japanese Tea Garden, 
and the Conservatory of Flowers under joint management. The three gardens would be referred 
to collectively as “the Gardens of Golden Gate Park.”  

Currently, all three gardens are separately managed. As mentioned above, the Botanical Garden 
is managed under a lease and management agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society. The Conservatory of Flowers is currently managed under a license with the San Francisco 
Parks Alliance. The license has been in holdover status since it expired in 2012. The Recreation 
and Parks Department is primarily responsible for managing admissions at the Japanese Tea 
Garden in addition to garden maintenance.1 However, the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society has managed admissions collections for the Japanese Tea Garden during the COVID-19 
pandemic according to a supplemental agreement to the existing lease and management 
agreement. 

Admission Fees 

The Park Code establishes admission fees for the San Francisco Botanical Garden, the Japanese 
Tea Garden, and the Conservatory of Flowers. There are different rates for children, adults, and 
seniors. Currently, San Francisco residents do not pay any fees at the Botanical Garden and 
receive discounts at the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of Flowers.  

 

1 According to Recreation and Parks Department staff, the Department receives support from the Friends of the 
Japanese Tea Garden and a concessionaire operates the historic Tea House and Gift Shop. 
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In 2019, the Board of Supervisors authorized the Recreation and Park Department to set non-
resident adult admission fees for the three gardens through “flexible pricing” (File 19-0629). This 
allowed the Department to temporarily increase or decrease the fees based on factors such as 
public demand, facility conditions, and rates at comparable facilities. The Department could only 
increase prices once per year by up to 50% and was only permitted to increase prices during 
certain times of the year depending on the facility. The existing law permits price increases for 
non-resident adults as follows: 

• Botanical Garden: Increases only on Saturdays and Sundays 

• Conservatory of Flowers: Increases only on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 

• Japanese Tea Garden: Increases only March through October 

The flexible pricing system was scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2021, but the Board of 
Supervisors authorized the extension of flexible pricing at the gardens until December 7, 2021 
(File 21-0653). The 2019 flexible pricing legislation also allowed the General Manager to adjust 
non-resident admission fees for Coit Tower, however that authority was never implemented and 
expired in June 2021. 

DETAILS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

File 21-1305 

The proposed resolution would approve an amendment to the lease and management 
agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to also include the Japanese Tea 
Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of the leased premises. The term of the 
agreement with the Botanical Garden Society remains unchanged. 

File 21-1295 

The proposed ordinance would amend the Park Code to: 

• Waive admission fees for San Francisco residents to the Japanese Tea Garden and the 
Conservatory of Flowers; 

• Waive admission fees for non-resident veterans for all three gardens2 

• Authorize the Recreation and Park Department to waive or discount other admission fees 
at the Japanese Tea Garden, the Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden; 

• Re-authorize the Recreation and Park Department to set admission fees for non-resident 
adults at the three gardens through flexible pricing; and 

• Affirm the Planning Department’s determination that all associated actions comply with 
the California Environmental Quality Act. 

 

2 File 21-1095, approved in December 2021, waived admission fees to certain Recreation & Park facilities, including 
the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of Flowers, for resident veterans. Under that ordinance, fees for non-
resident veterans would be automatically waived if the Controller certifies that sufficient funding has been 
appropriated for one-year. 
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Selection of San Francisco Botanical Garden Society 

Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code requires that leases be competitively bid unless 
competitive bidding procedures are impractical or impossible. The Department determined that 
holding a competitive bid for the lease and management of the Conservatory of Flowers and the 
Japanese Tea Garden would not be practical or feasible given the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society’s specialized knowledge and experience pertaining to specialty gardens, its existing 
agreement for the Botanical Garden, and the assumed benefits from bringing the three gardens 
under joint management. Therefore, the Department is proposing to amend the existing lease 
and management agreement to include the two other gardens. The Board of Supervisors 
authorized the waiver of the requirement under Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code that 
the existing lease and management agreement be competitively bid, given the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden Society’s specialized knowledge and experience in 2013 (File 13-0537). At that 
time, the Department estimated that the value of the services provided by the lease was $2.1 
million annually, which exceeded the fair market value of the annual rent of $384,062, as 
estimated by an appraiser. The Department has not conducted a new appraisal of the Botanical 
Garden nor of the Japanese Tea Garden or the Conservatory of Flowers. 

Services Provided 

Under the existing agreement, the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society is responsible for 
managing the following aspects of the Botanical Garden operations: visitor services, admissions 
collection, educational programming, marketing, volunteer program coordination, special 
events, and community relations. The Department is responsible for garden maintenance and 
oversight, including strategic and master site planning, plant collections development and 
documentation, signage, as well as improvements, renovations, and maintenance of the 
Botanical Garden. As described below in the Fiscal Impact Section, costs for these services are 
covered by admission fees and the Botanical Garden Society pays the City a base rent of $100 per 
year. 

Under the proposed amendment to the lease and management agreement, the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden Society would provide the same services that it currently provides at the 
Botanical Garden to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. Similarly, the 
Department would continue to be responsible for garden maintenance, facility maintenance, and 
oversight at all three gardens. 

Admissions Receipts 

According to Exhibit E of the proposed amendment to the lease and management agreement, 
fees paid for admission to the three gardens may only be used for the benefit of the three 
gardens. The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) would collect admission fees and 
remit them in full to the Department. The Department would allocate monies collected monthly 
in the following order: 

a) SFBGS expenses associated with collection of admission fees, such as personnel costs, 
office supplies, and rent or related fees for equipment; 
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b) Department expenses associated with maintenance and oversight of the gardens of $4.4 
million per fiscal year; 

c) SFBGS education and community outreach expenditures of $650,000 per fiscal year; 
d) The balance of admission receipts would be paid into the “Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

Improvement Fund,” which would be maintained by the City.3  

This reflects the allocation model in the existing agreement for the Botanical Garden. According 
to the Department, admission receipts from the Japanese Tea Garden historically accrued to the 
Department’s general fund and were used for costs associated with managing admissions and 
maintenance of all of the gardens. According to Department staff, admission receipts from the 
Conservatory of Flowers have not been paid directly to the Department. According to a 
November 2021 Budget and Legislative Analyst Report, Relations between Recreation and Parks 
Department and San Francisco Parks Alliance, there is no provision for a minimum guaranteed 
amount of admissions receipts to be allocated to the Department in the 2003 agreement with 
the San Francisco Parks Alliance. 

Admission Fee Changes (File 21-1295) 

The proposed ordinance would waive admission fees for residents and re-authorize and 
standardize flexible pricing for adult non-residents. The proposed ordinance would allow the 
Department to increase prices for non-resident adults only by up to 50% of the Park Code set fee 
upon 30 days’ notice to the public rather than just once per year and does not constrain price 
increases to certain months or days unlike the existing law. The Department could also decrease 
fees at any time. In addition, the proposed ordinance would also remove the sunset date for 
flexible pricing, allowing the Recreation and Park Department to continue using flexible pricing 
at the three gardens indefinitely. Fee changes must be due to changes in demand at particular 
days and times, adverse weather, facility conditions, operating costs, or tickets covering multiple 
gardens. 

Flexible Pricing Use at the Gardens 

The Recreation and Parks Department provided an update on flexible pricing at the three gardens 
to the Board of Supervisors in May 2021. The regular non-resident adult admission fee was $9 at 
all three gardens until FY 2020-21 when it was increased to $10 at the Japanese Tea Garden and 
the Conservatory of Flowers and in FY 2021-22 when it increased to $10 at the Botanical Garden 
due to allowable CPI increases. According to that report, flexible pricing for non-resident adults 
was applied as follows: 

• Botanical Garden: Applied on the weekends starting in November 2019 with a $3 
increase. 

• Conservatory of Flowers: Applied on the weekends starting in October 2019 with a $2 
increase. 

 

3 According to the proposed amendment, expenditures from the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund 
may only be used for expenses associated with maintenance, renovation, and improvement of the gardens, unless 
the Recreation and Park Commission and the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society otherwise agree in writing.  
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• Japanese Tea Garden: Applied starting in March 2020 through September 2020 with a $2 
increase. In October 2020, the price was adjusted back to $10, and the $2 increase was 
restored starting in March 2021.  

Other City Departments Use of Flexible Pricing 

At the request of a Supervisor, we completed a short survey of City entities that charge for use 
of City property.  

Our survey found that the Recreation and Parks Department uses a flexible pricing structure for 
golf fees, which allows the General Manager to adjust resident and tournament rates based on 
demand, prices at other golf courses, and course conditions.4 The Academy of Sciences uses 
dynamic admissions pricing, which varies by day and time. However, the Fine Arts Museums, 
which include the De Young and Legion of Honor Museums, does not use dynamic pricing for 
admissions, though the museums charge higher fees for special exhibits.  

Additionally, we found that the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) uses 
dynamic pricing (referred to as transportation demand management) for garage and parking 
meter fees, both of which are generally based on demand. According to SFMTA staff, since the 
implementation of dynamic pricing in 2011, garage fees have generally increased and parking 
meter fees have fluctuated between $0.50 and $10 per hour based on demand for curb space. 
Garage and parking meter fees are adjusted by SFMTA staff. 

Performance of Botanical Garden Society 

The existing lease and management agreement does not have performance metrics. Data 
provided by the Recreation and Parks Department show that admissions increased from 240,000 
in FY 2011-12 to 424,000 in FY 2018-19 (the last full year before COVID-19), an increase of 76.7%. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The Recreation and Parks Department developed the Gardens of Golden Gate Park budget based 
on actual spending from FY 2018-19 due to the impact of COVID-19 on subsequent years. Exhibit 
1 below summarizes the sources and uses of the proposed amended lease and management 
agreement. 

 

4 Park Code Section 12.12(d), which relates to municipal golf courses, states that the General Manager may discount 
resident rates by 50% and increase them by 25%; tournament rates may be increased by 50%. 



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING     FEBRUARY 9, 2022 

SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS BUDGET AND LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

7 

Exhibit 1: Sources and Uses of Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

Sources 
Botanical 

Garden 
Conservatory 

of Flowers 
Japanese Tea 

Garden Total 

Admissions Receipts $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Total Sources $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Uses     

SFBGS Admissions Cost 536,998  323,202  306,203  1,166,403  

Rec & Park Operating Expenses 287,573  250,000  3,865,000  4,402,573  

SFBGS Education and Community 
Engagement Expenses 287,573  250,000  100,000  637,573  

Garden Improvement Fund 281,383  223,925  8,797  514,105  

Total Uses $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Source: Recreation and Parks Department 

Note: Admission receipts are based on FY 2018-19 fees. At that time, flexible pricing was not in use for adult non-
residents, and adult residents paid discounted fees at the Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden and 
no admission fee at the Botanical Garden.  

As shown above, the proposed budget includes $4.4 million in operating expenses for the 
Recreation and Parks Department for maintenance and oversight of the three gardens. According 
to Department staff, the estimates are based on three years of spending and include costs 
associated with 27.15 FTE positions (including 14.25 FTE Gardeners, 4.0 Nursery Specialists, 2.25 
Custodians, and other maintenance positions), deferred maintenance, and materials and 
supplies. City costs are expected to increase from $3.9 million in FY 2018-19 to $4.4 million in the 
first year of the proposed agreement due to increases in City salary and benefits costs and costs 
associated with maintenance of the Conservatory of Flowers, which was previously paid for by 
the San Francisco Parks’ Alliance out of admissions revenue. Attachment 1 compares the 
proposed budget to FY 2018-19 actual expenses for the three gardens. 

The Department estimates savings of $383,484 from joint management of the gardens compared 
to FY 2018-19 expenses, due to consolidation of admission staffing and resulting in lower 
admissions costs than historical spending for the three gardens. The proposed budget assumes 
annual admission levels are the same as FY 2018-19 levels.  

The savings would support an increase of $150,000 in education and community engagement 
programming for the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to cover the additional facilities as 
well as increases in the Recreation and Parks Department budget described above. The proposed 
amended lease and management agreement would result in an estimated annual deposit of 
$514,105 to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund. This reflects an increase from 
prior year deposits to the Garden Improvement Fund because admission receipts from the 
Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden were not previously deposited to a 
dedicated improvement fund.  
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Admission Fee Changes (File 21-1295) 

As noted above, under the proposed ordinance, fees for resident admissions are waived at the 
Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden to align with current practices at the 
Botanical Garden, and the Department could raise fees for non-residents by a maximum of $5, 
up to $15 at all three gardens. Exhibit 2 below shows the number of visitors and total admissions 
revenue for the three gardens for FY 2018-19. Admissions were lower in subsequent years due 
to the impacts of COVID-19. In FY 2018-19 non-resident adult admission fee collections across 
the three gardens accounted for approximately three-quarters of total admissions revenue. 

Exhibit 2: Total Visitors and Admissions Revenue, FY 2018-19 

Facility Resident 
Non-Resident 

Adult 
Non-Resident 

Other a Other Free b Total Visitors 

Botanical Garden 211,719  107,056  54,339  63,618  436,732  

Conservatory of Flowers 20,338  74,383  49,064  25,042  168,827  

Japanese Tea Garden 29,400  380,145  100,364  246,270  756,179  

Total Visitors 261,457  561,584  203,767  334,930  1,361,738  

      

Admissions Revenue $271,385 $5,054,301 $1,221,695 $0 $6,547,381 

Percent of Total Revenue 4.1% 77.2% 18.7% 0.0% 100.0% 
Source: Recreation and Parks Department 
a Non-Resident other includes discounted admissions for children and senior non-residents. 
b Other Free includes free admissions for low-income residents and non-residents, free admissions hours at the 
gardens, and other free admissions. 

Note: FY 2018-19 revenues for the Botanical Garden was $1.2 million, $1.0 million for the Conservatory of Flowers, 
and $4.3 million for the Japanese Tea Garden. 

Recreation and Parks Department staff estimate that waiving resident fees at the Conservatory 
of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden would result in $271,385 in annual lost revenue based 
on admission fee collections for residents in FY 2018-19, as shown above. In December 2021, the 
Board of Supervisors approved an ordinance waiving fees for resident veterans and, once the 
Controller certifies sufficient funding is available, for non-resident veterans. The proposed fee 
ordinance, which allows for flexible pricing for non-resident garden admissions, waives for 
admissions fees non-resident veterans. Based on a Department of Defense data, approximately 
6% of the statewide population are veterans or actively serving in the armed forces. Therefore, 
waiving non-resident veteran admissions fees may cost approximately $300,000 (6% of $5 million 
non-resident adult admission fees).  

We estimate the annual revenue loss from the elimination of residential admission fees 
($271,385) and non-resident veteran admission fees ($300,000) could be offset by an increase of 
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$1.00 in non-resident admission fees.5  Under the proposed lease and management agreement, 
any surplus revenue would be assigned to the City’s Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement 
Fund for expenses associated with maintenance, renovation, and improvement of the gardens. 

POLICY CONSIDERATION 

Agreement Amendment  

The proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) allows the Botanical 
Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden, 
typically operated by City staff, and the Conservatory of Flowers, currently operated by the San 
Francisco Parks Alliance. According to Recreation and Parks Department staff, the Botanical 
Garden Society temporarily took over admission operations at the Japanese Tea Garden during 
the pandemic and City staff have been re-assigned to recreation centers.   

Net revenues from the Conservatory of Flowers, which previously went to the San Francisco Parks 
Alliance, together with revenues from the Japanese Tea Garden and Botanical Garden, will all be 
provided to the Recreation and Parks Department account to cover Department staffing costs 
and facility maintenance costs. Overall, City costs are expected to increase from $3.9 million in 
FY 2018-19 to $4.4 million in the first year of the proposed agreement due to increases in City 
salary and benefits costs and costs associated with maintenance of the Conservatory of Flowers, 
which was previously paid for by the San Francisco Parks’ Alliance out of admissions revenue. 
Beyond that, the proposed agreement does not expand the scope of City services related to the 
gardens. 

The original lease and management agreement with the Botanical Garden Society approved by 
the Board of Supervisors was not competitively procured and may be extended through May 
2043. Aside from expanding operations to include the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of 
Flowers, the proposed lease and management agreement amendment is generally consistent 
with the original agreement approved by the Board of Supervisors. Lease and management of 
each of the three gardens has never been competitively procured. The Botanical Garden Society 
has been operating the Botanical Garden since 1955. The Japanese Tea Garden has been 
operated by the City, and the Conservatory of Flowers has been operated by the San Francisco 
Parks’ Alliance since it reopened in 2003. The Department believes that the Botanical Garden 
Society is uniquely suited to operate garden admissions, given the organization’s $20 million 
endowment and fundraising capacity that may be used to fund garden improvements, strong 
community ties, and network of volunteers. 

Because management of the three gardens has never been competitively procured, we do not 
know if costs are reasonable or if there are other providers that would bid on a competitive 

 

5 In FY 2018-19, the three gardens had 561,584 visitors. Therefore, a $1.00 increase in admissions fees with the same 
number of visitors would provide $561,584, or roughly equivalent to the combined $571,385 revenue loss from the 
elimination of residential admission fees ($271,385) and non-resident veteran admission fees ($300,000). 
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solicitation. We therefore consider approval of the proposed resolution (File 21-1305) to be a 
policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 

Fee Ordinance 

As noted above, the proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) would eliminate residential admission 
fees for the Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden and continue to allow dynamic 
pricing for non-resident adult admission fees. It would also waive non-resident admission fees 
for veterans. As noted above, the annual revenue loss from the elimination of residential 
admission fees and non-resident veterans could be offset by an increase of $1.00 in non-resident 
admission fees. If the proposed ordinance modifying the garden admission fees is not approved, 
the admission fees for the gardens are expected to cover the operating expenses of both the 
Botanical Garden Society and the City for all three gardens. If the non-resident fees are increased 
beyond that point, all additional net revenue would accrue to an improvement fund dedicated 
to garden improvements. 

We consider approval of the proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) to be a policy matter for the 
Board of Supervisors. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approval of File 21-1305 is a policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 
2. Approval of File 21-1295 is a policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 
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Attachment 1 

Exhibit 3: Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park Budget Compared to FY 2018-19 Actuals (All 
Gardens) 

Sources 
FY 2018-19 

Actuals 
Proposed 

Budget Difference 
Percent 

Difference 

Admissions Receipts $6,568,309  $6,720,654 $152,345 2.3% 

Total Sources $6,568,309  $6,720,654 $152,345 2.3% 

Uses     

SFBGS Admissions Cost  1,549,857  1,166,403 (383,454) -24.7% 

Rec & Park Operating Expenses  3,914,343  4,402,573 488,230 12.5% 

     Botanical Garden  287,573  287,573 0 0.0% 

     Conservatory of Flowers  0    250,000 250,000  

     Japanese Tea Garden  3,626,770  3,865,000 238,230 6.6% 

SFBGS Education and Community 
Engagement Expenses  487,573  637,573 150,000 30.8% 

Garden Improvement Fund  209,409  514,105 304,696 145.5% 

Total Uses  $6,161,182  $6,720,654 $559,472 9.1% 

Source: Recreation and Parks Department 

Note: FY 2018-19 actuals do not include Rec & Park operating costs for the Conservatory of Flowers. Garden 
Improvement Fund amounts for FY 2018-19 are less than the difference between sources and SFBGS and City uses 
because, under the existing license agreement with the San Francisco Parks Alliance, net revenues from the 
Conservatory of Flowers are provided to the City. 
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Items 4 & 5 
Files 21-1305 & 21-1295 
(Continued from 1/26/22 meeting) 

Department:  
Recreation & Parks 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Legislative Objectives 

• File 21-1305: The proposed resolution would approve an amendment to the lease and
management agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to also include
the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of the leased premises.

• File 21-1295: The proposed ordinance would amend the Park Code to waive admission fees
for San Francisco residents to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers
and reauthorize the Recreation and Park Department to set admission fees for non-resident
adults at the Japanese Tea Garden, the Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden
through flexible pricing.

Key Points 

• The Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) is responsible for admissions collections and other
services for the Botanical Garden. The Conservatory of Flowers is currently managed by the
Parks Alliance, and the Department is typically responsible for managing admissions at the
Japanese Tea Garden in addition to garden maintenance. Under the proposed amendment,
SFBGS would provide these same services to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory
of Flowers. Non-profit costs are covered by admission revenues.

Fiscal Impact 

• The Department estimates savings of $383,484 from joint management of the gardens due
to consolidation of admission staffing and resulting in lower admissions costs than historical
spending for the three gardens. The proposed budget includes an annual deposit of
$514,105 to the City’s Garden Improvement Fund for maintenance and improvement of the
gardens.

• The Department estimates that waiving resident fees at the gardens would result in
$271,385 in annual lost revenue, but that this would be off-set by higher non-resident adult
admission fees. Any net revenue would be assigned to the City’s Garden Improvement
Fund.

Policy Consideration 

• The original lease and management agreement with the Botanical Garden Society approved
by the Board of Supervisors was not competitively procured and may be extended through
May 2043. Because management of the three gardens has never been competitively
procured, we do not know if costs are reasonable or if there are other providers that would
bid on a competitive solicitation.

Recommendations 

• Approval of Files 21-1305 and 21-1295 are policy matters for the Board of Supervisors.
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MANDATE STATEMENT 

City Charter Section 9.118(c) states that any lease, modification, amendment, or termination of 
a lease that had an initial term of ten years or more, including options to extend, or that had 
anticipated revenues of $1 million or more is subject to Board of Supervisors approval. 

City Charter Section 2.105 states that all legislative acts shall be by ordinance, approved by a 
majority of the members of the Board of Supervisors. 

 BACKGROUND 

Current Lease and Management Agreement 

Under an existing lease and management agreement between the Recreation and Parks 
Department and the nonprofit organization, San Francisco Botanical Garden Society, the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden Society is responsible for visitor services, admissions collections, 
educational programming, marketing, and other services to support operations of the Botanical 
Garden in Golden Gate Park. The existing agreement was effective beginning in December 2013 
and expires December 2023 and includes two options to extend for ten years each.  

Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

The Recreation and Parks Commission seeks to bring the Botanical Garden, Japanese Tea Garden, 
and the Conservatory of Flowers under joint management. The three gardens would be referred 
to collectively as “the Gardens of Golden Gate Park.”  

Currently, all three gardens are separately managed. As mentioned above, the Botanical Garden 
is managed under a lease and management agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society. The Conservatory of Flowers is currently managed under a license with the San Francisco 
Parks Alliance. The license has been in holdover status since it expired in 2012. The Recreation 
and Parks Department is primarily responsible for managing admissions at the Japanese Tea 
Garden in addition to garden maintenance.1 However, the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society has managed admissions collections for the Japanese Tea Garden during the COVID-19 
pandemic according to a supplemental agreement to the existing lease and management 
agreement. 

Admission Fees 

The Park Code establishes admission fees for the San Francisco Botanical Garden, the Japanese 
Tea Garden, and the Conservatory of Flowers. There are different rates for children, adults, and 
seniors. San Francisco residents do not pay any fees at the Botanical Garden and receive 
discounts at the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of Flowers.  

 

1 According to Recreation and Parks Department staff, the Department receives support from the Friends of the 
Japanese Tea Garden and a concessionaire operates the historic Tea House and Gift Shop. 
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In 2019, the Board of Supervisors authorized the Recreation and Park Department to set non-
resident adult admission fees for the three gardens through “flexible pricing” (File 19-0629). This 
allowed the Department to temporarily increase or decrease the fees based on factors such as 
public demand, facility conditions, and rates at comparable facilities. The Department could only 
increase prices once per year by up to 50% and was only permitted to increase prices during 
certain times of the year depending on the facility. The existing law permits price increases for 
non-resident adults as follows: 

• Botanical Garden: Increases only on Saturdays and Sundays 

• Conservatory of Flowers: Increases only on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 

• Japanese Tea Garden: Increases only March through October 

The flexible pricing system was scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2021, but the Board of 
Supervisors authorized the extension of flexible pricing at the gardens until December 7, 2021 
(File 21-0653). The 2019 flexible pricing legislation also allowed the General Manager to adjust 
non-resident admission fees for Coit Tower, however that authority was never implemented and 
expired in June 2021. 

DETAILS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

File 21-1305 

The proposed resolution would approve an amendment to the lease and management 
agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to also include the Japanese Tea 
Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of the leased premises. The term of the 
agreement with the Botanical Garden Society remains unchanged. 

File 21-1295 

The proposed ordinance would amend the Park Code to: 

• Waive admission fees for San Francisco residents to the Japanese Tea Garden and the 
Conservatory of Flowers; 

• Authorize the Recreation and Park Department to waive or discount other admission fees 
at the Japanese Tea Garden, the Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden; 

• Re-authorize the Recreation and Park Department to set admission fees for non-resident 
adults at the three gardens through flexible pricing; and 

• Affirm the Planning Department’s determination that all associated actions comply with 
the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Selection of San Francisco Botanical Garden Society 

Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code requires that leases be competitively bid unless 
competitive bidding procedures are impractical or impossible. The Department determined that 
holding a competitive bid for the lease and management of the Conservatory of Flowers and the 
Japanese Tea Garden would not be practical or feasible given the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society’s specialized knowledge and experience pertaining to specialty gardens, its existing 
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agreement for the Botanical Garden, and the assumed benefits from bringing the three gardens 
under joint management. Therefore, the Department is proposing to amend the existing lease 
and management agreement to include the two other gardens. The Board of Supervisors 
authorized the waiver of the requirement under Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code that 
the existing lease and management agreement be competitively bid, given the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden Society’s specialized knowledge and experience in 2013 (File 13-0537). At that 
time, the Department estimated that the value of the services provided by the lease was $2.1 
million annually, which exceeded the fair market value of the annual rent of $384,062, as 
estimated by an appraiser. The Department has not conducted a new appraisal of the Botanical 
Garden nor of the Japanese Tea Garden or the Conservatory of Flowers. 

Services Provided 

Under the existing agreement, the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society is responsible for 
managing the following aspects of the Botanical Garden operations: visitor services, admissions 
collection, educational programming, marketing, volunteer program coordination, special 
events, and community relations. The Department is responsible for garden maintenance and 
oversight, including strategic and master site planning, plant collections development and 
documentation, signage, as well as improvements, renovations, and maintenance of the 
Botanical Garden. As described below in the Fiscal Impact Section, costs for these services are 
covered by admission fees and the Botanical Garden Society pays the City a base rent of $100 per 
year. 

Under the proposed amendment to the lease and management agreement, the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden Society would provide the same services that it currently provides at the 
Botanical Garden to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. Similarly, the 
Department would continue to be responsible for garden maintenance, facility maintenance, and 
oversight at all three gardens. 

Admissions Receipts 

According to Exhibit E of the proposed amendment to the lease and management agreement, 
fees paid for admission to the three gardens may only be used for the benefit of the three 
gardens. The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) would collect admission fees and 
remit them in full to the Department. The Department would allocate monies collected monthly 
in the following order: 

a) SFBGS expenses associated with collection of admission fees, such as personnel costs,
office supplies, and rent or related fees for equipment;

b) Department expenses associated with maintenance and oversight of the gardens of $4.4
million per fiscal year;

c) SFBGS education and community outreach expenditures of $650,000 per fiscal year;
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d) The balance of admission receipts would be paid into the “Gardens of Golden Gate Park 
Improvement Fund,” which would be maintained by the City.2  

This reflects the allocation model in the existing agreement for the Botanical Garden. According 
to the Department, admission receipts from the Japanese Tea Garden historically accrued to the 
Department’s general fund and were used for costs associated with managing admissions and 
maintenance of all of the gardens. According to Department staff, admission receipts from the 
Conservatory of Flowers have not been paid directly to the Department. According to a 
November 2021 Budget and Legislative Analyst Report, Relations between Recreation and Parks 
Department and San Francisco Parks Alliance, there is no provision for a minimum guaranteed 
amount of admissions receipts to be allocated to the Department in the 2003 agreement with 
the San Francisco Parks Alliance. 

Admission Fee Changes (File 21-1295) 

The proposed ordinance would waive admission fees for residents and re-authorize and 
standardize flexible pricing for adult non-residents. The proposed ordinance would allow the 
Department to increase prices for non-resident adults only by up to 50% of the Park Code set fee 
upon 30 days’ notice to the public rather than just once per year and does not constrain price 
increases to certain months or days unlike the existing law. The Department could also decrease 
fees at any time. In addition, the proposed ordinance would also remove the sunset date for 
flexible pricing, allowing the Recreation and Park Department to continue using flexible pricing 
at the three gardens indefinitely. Fee changes must be due to changes in demand at particular 
days and times, adverse weather, or facility conditions. 

Flexible Pricing Use at the Gardens 

The Recreation and Parks Department provided an update on flexible pricing at the three gardens 
to the Board of Supervisors in May 2021. The regular non-resident adult admission fee was $9 at 
all three gardens until FY 2020-21 when it was increased to $10 at the Japanese Tea Garden and 
the Conservatory of Flowers and in FY 2021-22 when it increased to $10 at the Botanical Garden 
due to allowable CPI increases. According to that report, flexible pricing for non-resident adults 
was applied as follows: 

• Botanical Garden: Applied on the weekends starting in November 2019 with a $3 
increase. 

• Conservatory of Flowers: Applied on the weekends starting in October 2019 with a $2 
increase. 

• Japanese Tea Garden: Applied starting in March 2020 through September 2020 with a $2 
increase. In October 2020, the price was adjusted back to $10, and the $2 increase was 
restored starting in March 2021.  

 

2 According to the proposed amendment, expenditures from the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund 
may only be used for expenses associated with maintenance, renovation, and improvement of the gardens, unless 
the Recreation and Park Commission and the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society otherwise agree in writing.  
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Other City Departments Use of Flexible Pricing 

At the request of a Supervisor, we completed a short survey of City entities that charge for use 
of City property.  

Our survey found that the Recreation and Parks Department uses a flexible pricing structure for 
golf fees, which allows the General Manager to adjust resident and tournament rates based on 
demand, prices at other golf courses, and course conditions.3 The Academy of Sciences uses 
dynamic admissions pricing, which varies by day and time. However, the Fine Arts Museums, 
which include the De Young and Legion of Honor Museums, does not use dynamic pricing for 
admissions, though the museums charge higher fees for special exhibits.  

Additionally, we found that the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) uses 
dynamic pricing (referred to as transportation demand management) for garage and parking 
meter fees, both of which are generally based on demand. According to SFMTA staff, since the 
implementation of dynamic pricing in 2011, garage fees have generally increased and parking 
meter fees have fluctuated between $0.50 and $10 per hour based on demand for curb space. 
Garage and parking meter fees are adjusted by SFMTA staff. 

Performance of Botanical Garden Society 

The existing lease and management agreement does not have performance metrics. Data 
provided by the Recreation and Parks Department show that admissions increased from 240,000 
in FY 2011-12 to 424,000 in FY 2018-19 (the last full year before COVID-19), an increase of 76.7%. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The Recreation and Parks Department developed the Gardens of Golden Gate Park budget based 
on actual spending from FY 2018-19 due to the impact of COVID-19 on subsequent years. Exhibit 
1 below summarizes the sources and uses of the proposed amended lease and management 
agreement. 

 

3 Park Code Section 12.12(d), which relates to municipal golf courses, states that the General Manager may discount 
resident rates by 50% and increase them by 25%; tournament rates may be increased by 50%. 
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Exhibit 1: Sources and Uses of Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

Sources 
Botanical 

Garden 
Conservatory 

of Flowers 
Japanese Tea 

Garden Total 

Admissions Receipts $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Total Sources $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Uses     

SFBGS Admissions Cost 536,998  323,202  306,203  1,166,403  

Rec & Park Operating Expenses 287,573  250,000  3,865,000  4,402,573  

SFBGS Education and Community 
Engagement Expenses 287,573  250,000  100,000  637,573  

Garden Improvement Fund 281,383  223,925  8,797  514,105  

Total Uses $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Source: Recreation and Parks Department 

Note: Admission receipts are based on FY 2018-19 fees. At that time, flexible pricing was not in use for adult non-
residents, and adult residents paid discounted fees at the Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden and 
no admission fee at the Botanical Garden.  

As shown above, the proposed budget includes $4.4 million in operating expenses for the 
Recreation and Parks Department for maintenance and oversight of the three gardens. According 
to Department staff, the estimates are based on three years of spending and include costs 
associated with 27.15 FTE positions (including 14.25 FTE Gardeners, 4.0 Nursery Specialists, 2.25 
Custodians, and other maintenance positions), deferred maintenance, and materials and 
supplies. City costs are expected to increase from $3.9 million in FY 2018-19 to $4.4 million in the 
first year of the proposed agreement due to increases in City salary and benefits costs and costs 
associated with maintenance of the Conservatory of Flowers, which was previously paid for by 
the San Francisco Parks’ Alliance out of admissions revenue. Attachment 1 compares the 
proposed budget to FY 2018-19 actual expenses for the three gardens. 

The Department estimates savings of $383,484 from joint management of the gardens compared 
to FY 2018-19 expenses, due to consolidation of admission staffing and resulting in lower 
admissions costs than historical spending for the three gardens. The proposed budget assumes 
annual admission levels are the same as FY 2018-19 levels.  

The savings would support an increase of $150,000 in education and community engagement 
programming for the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to cover the additional facilities as 
well as increases in the Recreation and Parks Department budget described above. The proposed 
amended lease and management agreement would result in an estimated annual deposit of 
$514,105 to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund. This reflects an increase from 
prior year deposits to the Garden Improvement Fund because admission receipts from the 
Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden were not previously deposited to a 
dedicated improvement fund.  
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Admission Fee Changes (File 21-1295) 

As noted above, under the proposed ordinance, fees for resident admissions are waived at the 
Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden to align with current practices at the 
Botanical Garden, and the Department could raise fees for non-residents by a maximum of $5, 
up to $15 at all three gardens. Exhibit 2 below shows the number of visitors and total admissions 
revenue for the three gardens for FY 2018-19. Admissions were lower in subsequent years due 
to the impacts of COVID-19. In FY 2018-19 non-resident adult admission fee collections across 
the three gardens accounted for approximately three-quarters of total admissions revenue. 

Exhibit 2: Total Visitors and Admissions Revenue, FY 2018-19 

Facility Resident 
Non-Resident 

Adult 
Non-Resident 

Other a Other Free b Total Visitors 

Botanical Garden 211,719  107,056  54,339  63,618  436,732  

Conservatory of Flowers 20,338  74,383  49,064  25,042  168,827  

Japanese Tea Garden 29,400  380,145  100,364  246,270  756,179  

Total Visitors 261,457  561,584  203,767  334,930  1,361,738  

      

Admissions Revenue $271,385 $5,054,301 $1,221,695 $0 $6,547,381 

Percent of Total Revenue 4.1% 77.2% 18.7% 0.0% 100.0% 
Source: Recreation and Parks Department 
a Non-Resident other includes discounted admissions for children and senior non-residents. 
b Other Free includes free admissions for low-income residents and non-residents, free admissions hours at the 
gardens, and other free admissions. 

Note: FY 2018-19 revenues for the Botanical Garden was $1.2 million, $1.0 million for the Conservatory of Flowers, 
and $4.3 million for the Japanese Tea Garden. 

Recreation and Parks Department staff estimate that waiving resident fees at the Conservatory 
of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden would result in $271,385 in annual lost revenue based 
on admission fee collections for residents in FY 2018-19, as shown above. The Department 
estimates this lost revenue would be more than off-set by increased revenue from reauthorizing 
flexible pricing for non-resident adult admission fees. Non-resident admission fees are currently 
$10 at each of the three gardens. If the Department increased admission fees for non-residents 
by $2 up to $12 for the entire year, admission receipts would increase by approximately $1.1 
million based on FY 2018-19 admissions data from the Department. If non-resident adult 
admissions decrease because of the $2 price increase, the increased revenue would be lower 
than $1.1 million but would likely still cover the $271,385 in lost revenue from waiving admission 
fees for residents. Under the proposed lease and management agreement, any surplus revenue 
would be assigned to the City’s Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund for expenses 
associated with maintenance, renovation, and improvement of the gardens. 
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POLICY CONSIDERATION 

Agreement Amendment  

The proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) allows the Botanical 
Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden, 
typically operated by City staff, and the Conservatory of Flowers, currently operated by the San 
Francisco Parks Alliance. According to Recreation and Parks Department staff, the Botanical 
Garden Society temporarily took over admission operations at the Japanese Tea Garden during 
the pandemic and City staff have been re-assigned to recreation centers.   

Net revenues from the Conservatory of Flowers, which previously went to the San Francisco Parks 
Alliance, together with revenues from the Japanese Tea Garden and Botanical Garden, will all be 
provided to the Recreation and Parks Department account to cover Department staffing costs 
and facility maintenance costs. Overall, City costs are expected to increase from $3.9 million in 
FY 2018-19 to $4.4 million in the first year of the proposed agreement due to increases in City 
salary and benefits costs and costs associated with maintenance of the Conservatory of Flowers, 
which was previously paid for by the San Francisco Parks’ Alliance out of admissions revenue. 
Beyond that, the proposed agreement does not expand the scope of City services related to the 
gardens. 

The original lease and management agreement with the Botanical Garden Society approved by 
the Board of Supervisors was not competitively procured and may be extended through May 
2043. Aside from expanding operations to include the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of 
Flowers, the proposed lease and management agreement amendment is generally consistent 
with the original agreement approved by the Board of Supervisors. Lease and management of 
each of the three gardens has never been competitively procured. The Botanical Garden Society 
has been operating the Botanical Garden since 1955. The Japanese Tea Garden has been 
operated by the City, and the Conservatory of Flowers has been operated by the San Francisco 
Parks’ Alliance since it reopened in 2003. The Department believes that the Botanical Garden 
Society is uniquely suited to operate garden admissions, given the organization’s $20 million 
endowment and fundraising capacity that may be used to fund garden improvements, strong 
community ties, and network of volunteers. 

Because management of the three gardens has never been competitively procured, we do not 
know if costs are reasonable or if there are other providers that would bid on a competitive 
solicitation. We therefore consider approval of the proposed resolution (File 21-1305) to be a 
policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 

Fee Ordinance 

As noted above, the proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) would eliminate residential admission 
fees for the three gardens and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission 
fees. The $271,385 annual revenue loss from the elimination of residential admission fees could 
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be offset by an increase of $0.50 in non-resident admission fees.4 If the proposed ordinance 
modifying the garden admission fees is not approved, the admission fees for the gardens are 
expected to cover the operating expenses of both the Botanical Garden Society and the City for 
all three gardens. If the non-resident fees are increased beyond that breakdown point, all 
additional net revenue would accrue to an improvement fund dedicated to garden 
improvements. 

We consider approval of the proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) to be a policy matter for the 
Board of Supervisors. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approval of File 21-1305 is a policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 
2. Approval of File 21-1295 is a policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 

  

 

4 In FY 2018-19, the three gardens had 561,584 visitors. Therefore, a $0.50 increase in admissions fees with the same 
number of visitors would equate to $280,792 in new revenues. 
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Attachment 1 

Exhibit 3: Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park Budget Compared to FY 2018-19 Actuals (All 
Gardens) 

Sources 
FY 2018-19 

Actuals 
Proposed 

Budget Difference 
Percent 

Difference 

Admissions Receipts $6,568,309  $6,720,654 $152,345 2.3% 

Total Sources $6,568,309  $6,720,654 $152,345 2.3% 

Uses     

SFBGS Admissions Cost  1,549,857  1,166,403 (383,454) -24.7% 

Rec & Park Operating Expenses  3,914,343  4,402,573 488,230 12.5% 

     Botanical Garden  287,573  287,573 0 0.0% 

     Conservatory of Flowers  0    250,000 250,000  

     Japanese Tea Garden  3,626,770  3,865,000 238,230 6.6% 

SFBGS Education and Community 
Engagement Expenses  487,573  637,573 150,000 30.8% 

Garden Improvement Fund  209,409  514,105 304,696 145.5% 

Total Uses  $6,161,182  $6,720,654 $559,472 9.1% 

Source: Recreation and Parks Department 

Note: FY 2018-19 actuals do not include Rec & Park operating costs for the Conservatory of Flowers. Garden 
Improvement Fund amounts for FY 2018-19 are less than the difference between sources and SFBGS and City uses 
because, under the existing license agreement with the San Francisco Parks Alliance, net revenues from the 
Conservatory of Flowers are provided to the City. 
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Items 7 & 8 
Files 21-1305 & 21-1295 

Department:  
Recreation & Parks 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Legislative Objectives 

• File 21-1305: The proposed resolution would approve an amendment to the lease and
management agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to also include
the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of the leased premises.

• File 21-1295: The proposed ordinance would amend the Park Code to waive admission fees
for San Francisco residents to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers
and reauthorize the Recreation and Park Department to set admission fees for non-resident
adults at the Japanese Tea Garden, the Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden
through flexible pricing.

Key Points 

• The Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) is responsible for admissions collections and other
services for the Botanical Garden. The Conservatory of Flowers is currently managed by the
Parks Alliance, and the Department is typically responsible for managing admissions at the
Japanese Tea Garden in addition to garden maintenance. Under the proposed amendment,
SFBGS would provide these same services to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory
of Flowers. Non-profit costs are covered by admission revenues.

Fiscal Impact 

• The Department estimates savings of $383,484 from joint management of the gardens due
to consolidation of admission staffing and resulting in lower admissions costs than historical
spending for the three gardens. The proposed budget includes an annual deposit of
$514,105 to the City’s Garden Improvement Fund for maintenance and improvement of the
gardens.

• The Department estimates that waiving resident fees at the gardens would result in
$271,385 in annual lost revenue, but that this would be off-set by higher non-resident adult
admission fees. Any net revenue would be assigned to the City’s Garden Improvement
Fund.

Policy Consideration 

• The original lease and management agreement with the Botanical Garden Society approved
by the Board of Supervisors was not competitively procured and may be extended through
May 2043. Because management of the three gardens has never been competitively
procured, we do not know if costs are reasonable or if there are other providers that would
bid on a competitive solicitation.

Recommendations 

• Approval of Files 21-1305 and 21-1295 are policy matters for the Board of Supervisors.
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MANDATE STATEMENT 

City Charter Section 9.118(c) states that any lease, modification, amendment, or termination of 
a lease that had an initial term of ten years or more, including options to extend, or that had 
anticipated revenues of $1 million or more is subject to Board of Supervisors approval. 

City Charter Section 2.105 states that all legislative acts shall be by ordinance, approved by a 
majority of the members of the Board of Supervisors. 

 BACKGROUND 

Current Lease and Management Agreement 

Under an existing lease and management agreement between the Recreation and Parks 
Department and the nonprofit organization, San Francisco Botanical Garden Society, the San 
Francisco Botanical Garden Society is responsible for visitor services, admissions collections, 
educational programming, marketing, and other services to support operations of the Botanical 
Garden in Golden Gate Park. The existing agreement was effective beginning in December 2013 
and expires December 2023 and includes two options to extend for ten years each.  

Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

The Recreation and Parks Commission seeks to bring the Botanical Garden, Japanese Tea Garden, 
and the Conservatory of Flowers under joint management. The three gardens would be referred 
to collectively as “the Gardens of Golden Gate Park.”  

Currently, all three gardens are separately managed. As mentioned above, the Botanical Garden 
is managed under a lease and management agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society. The Conservatory of Flowers is currently managed under a license with the San Francisco 
Parks Alliance. The license has been in holdover status since it expired in 2012. The Recreation 
and Parks Department is primarily responsible for managing admissions at the Japanese Tea 
Garden in addition to garden maintenance.1 However, the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society has managed admissions collections for the Japanese Tea Garden during the COVID-19 
pandemic according to a supplemental agreement to the existing lease and management 
agreement. 

Admission Fees 

The Park Code establishes admission fees for the San Francisco Botanical Garden, the Japanese 
Tea Garden, and the Conservatory of Flowers. There are different rates for children, adults, and 
seniors. San Francisco residents do not pay any fees at the Botanical Garden and receive 
discounts at the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of Flowers.  

 

1 According to Recreation and Parks Department staff, the Department receives support from the Friends of the 
Japanese Tea Garden and a concessionaire operates the historic Tea House and Gift Shop. 



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING     JANUARY 26, 2022 

SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS BUDGET AND LEGISLATIVE ANALYST 

14 

In 2019, the Board of Supervisors authorized the Recreation and Park Department to set non-
resident adult admission fees for the three gardens through “flexible pricing” (File 19-0629). This 
allowed the Department to temporarily increase or decrease the fees based on factors such as 
public demand, facility conditions, and rates at comparable facilities. The Department could only 
increase prices once per year by up to 50% and was only permitted to increase prices during 
certain times of the year depending on the facility. The existing law permits price increases for 
non-resident adults as follows: 

• Botanical Garden: Increases only on Saturdays and Sundays 

• Conservatory of Flowers: Increases only on Fridays, Saturdays, and Sundays 

• Japanese Tea Garden: Increases only March through October 

The flexible pricing system was scheduled to sunset on June 30, 2021, but the Board of 
Supervisors authorized the extension of flexible pricing at the gardens until December 7, 2021 
(File 21-0653). The 2019 flexible pricing legislation also allowed the General Manager to adjust 
non-resident admission fees for Coit Tower, however that authority was never implemented and 
expired in June 2021. 

DETAILS OF PROPOSED LEGISLATION 

File 21-1305 

The proposed resolution would approve an amendment to the lease and management 
agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to also include the Japanese Tea 
Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers as part of the leased premises. The term of the 
agreement with the Botanical Garden Society remains unchanged. 

File 21-1295 

The proposed ordinance would amend the Park Code to: 

• Waive admission fees for San Francisco residents to the Japanese Tea Garden and the 
Conservatory of Flowers; 

• Authorize the Recreation and Park Department to waive or discount other admission fees 
at the Japanese Tea Garden, the Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden; 

• Re-authorize the Recreation and Park Department to set admission fees for non-resident 
adults at the three gardens through flexible pricing; and 

• Affirm the Planning Department’s determination that all associated actions comply with 
the California Environmental Quality Act. 

Selection of San Francisco Botanical Garden Society 

Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code requires that leases be competitively bid unless 
competitive bidding procedures are impractical or impossible. The Department determined that 
holding a competitive bid for the lease and management of the Conservatory of Flowers and the 
Japanese Tea Garden would not be practical or feasible given the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society’s specialized knowledge and experience pertaining to specialty gardens, its existing 
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agreement for the Botanical Garden, and the assumed benefits from bringing the three gardens 
under joint management. Therefore, the Department is proposing to amend the existing lease 
and management agreement to include the two other gardens. The Board of Supervisors 
authorized the waiver of the requirement under Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code that 
the existing lease and management agreement be competitively bid, given the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden Society’s specialized knowledge and experience in 2013 (File 13-0537). At that 
time, the Department estimated that the value of the services provided by the lease was $2.1 
million annually, which exceeded the fair market value of the annual rent of $384,062, as 
estimated by an appraiser. The Department has not conducted a new appraisal of the Botanical 
Garden nor of the Japanese Tea Garden or the Conservatory of Flowers. 

Services Provided 

Under the existing agreement, the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society is responsible for 
managing the following aspects of the Botanical Garden operations: visitor services, admissions 
collection, educational programming, marketing, volunteer program coordination, special 
events, and community relations. The Department is responsible for garden maintenance and 
oversight, including strategic and master site planning, plant collections development and 
documentation, signage, as well as improvements, renovations, and maintenance of the 
Botanical Garden. As described below in the Fiscal Impact Section, costs for these services are 
covered by admission fees and the Botanical Garden Society pays the City a base rent of $100 per 
year. 

Under the proposed amendment to the lease and management agreement, the San Francisco 
Botanical Garden Society would provide the same services that it currently provides at the 
Botanical Garden to the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. Similarly, the 
Department would continue to be responsible for garden maintenance, facility maintenance, and 
oversight at all three gardens. 

Admissions Receipts 

According to Exhibit E of the proposed amendment to the lease and management agreement, 
fees paid for admission to the three gardens may only be used for the benefit of the three 
gardens. The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) would collect admission fees and 
remit them in full to the Department. The Department would allocate monies collected monthly 
in the following order: 

a) SFBGS expenses associated with collection of admission fees, such as personnel costs, 
office supplies, and rent or related fees for equipment; 

b) Department expenses associated with maintenance and oversight of the gardens of $4.4 
million per fiscal year; 

c) SFBGS education and community outreach expenditures of $650,000 per fiscal year; 
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d) The balance of admission receipts would be paid into the “Gardens of Golden Gate Park 
Improvement Fund,” which would be maintained by the City.2  

This reflects the allocation model in the existing agreement for the Botanical Garden. According 
to the Department, admission receipts from the Japanese Tea Garden historically accrued to the 
Department’s general fund and were used for costs associated with managing admissions and 
maintenance of all of the gardens. According to Department staff, admission receipts from the 
Conservatory of Flowers have not been paid directly to the Department. According to a 
November 2021 Budget and Legislative Analyst Report, Relations between Recreation and Parks 
Department and San Francisco Parks Alliance, there is no provision for a minimum guaranteed 
amount of admissions receipts to be allocated to the Department in the 2003 agreement with 
the San Francisco Parks Alliance. 

Admission Fee Changes (File 21-1295) 

The proposed ordinance would waive admission fees for residents and re-authorize and 
standardize flexible pricing for adult non-residents. The proposed ordinance would allow the 
Department to increase prices for non-resident adults only by up to 50% of the Park Code set fee 
upon 30 days’ notice to the public rather than just once per year and does not constrain price 
increases to certain months or days unlike the existing law. The Department could also decrease 
fees at any time. In addition, the proposed ordinance would also remove the sunset date for 
flexible pricing, allowing the Recreation and Park Department to continue using flexible pricing 
at the three gardens indefinitely. Fee changes must be due to changes in demand at particular 
days and times, adverse weather, or facility conditions. 

Flexible Pricing Use at the Gardens 

The Recreation and Parks Department provided an update on flexible pricing at the three gardens 
to the Board of Supervisors in May 2021. The regular non-resident adult admission fee was $9 at 
all three gardens until FY 2020-21 when it was increased to $10 at the Japanese Tea Garden and 
the Conservatory of Flowers and in FY 2021-22 when it increased to $10 at the Botanical Garden 
due to allowable CPI increases. According to that report, flexible pricing for non-resident adults 
was applied as follows: 

• Botanical Garden: Applied on the weekends starting in November 2019 with a $3 
increase. 

• Conservatory of Flowers: Applied on the weekends starting in October 2019 with a $2 
increase. 

• Japanese Tea Garden: Applied starting in March 2020 through September 2020 with a $2 
increase. In October 2020, the price was adjusted back to $10, and the $2 increase was 
restored starting in March 2021.  

 

2 According to the proposed amendment, expenditures from the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund 
may only be used for expenses associated with maintenance, renovation, and improvement of the gardens, unless 
the Recreation and Park Commission and the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society otherwise agree in writing.  
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Other City Departments Use of Flexible Pricing 

At the request of a Supervisor, we completed a short survey of City entities that charge for use 
of City property.  

Our survey found that the Recreation and Parks Department uses a flexible pricing structure for 
golf fees, which allows the General Manager to adjust resident and tournament rates based on 
demand, prices at other golf courses, and course conditions.3 The Academy of Sciences uses 
dynamic admissions pricing, which varies by day and time. However, the Fine Arts Museums, 
which include the De Young and Legion of Honor Museums, does not use dynamic pricing for 
admissions, though the museums charge higher fees for special exhibits.  

Additionally, we found that the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) uses 
dynamic pricing (referred to as transportation demand management) for garage and parking 
meter fees, both of which are generally based on demand. According to SFMTA staff, since the 
implementation of dynamic pricing in 2011, garage fees have generally increased and parking 
meter fees have fluctuated between $0.50 and $10 per hour based on demand for curb space. 
Garage and parking meter fees are adjusted by SFMTA staff. 

Performance of Botanical Garden Society 

The existing lease and management agreement does not have performance metrics. Data 
provided by the Recreation and Parks Department show that admissions increased from 240,000 
in FY 2011-12 to 424,000 in FY 2018-19 (the last full year before COVID-19), an increase of 76.7%. 

FISCAL IMPACT 

The Recreation and Parks Department developed the Gardens of Golden Gate Park budget based 
on actual spending from FY 2018-19 due to the impact of COVID-19 on subsequent years. Exhibit 
1 below summarizes the sources and uses of the proposed amended lease and management 
agreement. 

 

3 Park Code Section 12.12(d), which relates to municipal golf courses, states that the General Manager may discount 
resident rates by 50% and increase them by 25%; tournament rates may be increased by 50%. 
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Exhibit 1: Sources and Uses of Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park 

Sources 
Botanical 

Garden 
Conservatory 

of Flowers 
Japanese Tea 

Garden Total 

Admissions Receipts $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Total Sources $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Uses     

SFBGS Admissions Cost 536,998  323,202  306,203  1,166,403  

Rec & Park Operating Expenses 287,573  250,000  3,865,000  4,402,573  

SFBGS Education and Community 
Engagement Expenses 287,573  250,000  100,000  637,573  

Garden Improvement Fund 281,383  223,925  8,797  514,105  

Total Uses $1,393,527 $1,047,127 $4,280,000 $6,720,654 

Source: Recreation and Parks Department 

Note: Admission receipts are based on FY 2018-19 fees. At that time, flexible pricing was not in use for adult non-
residents, and adult residents paid discounted fees at the Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden and 
no admission fee at the Botanical Garden.  

As shown above, the proposed budget includes $4.4 million in operating expenses for the 
Recreation and Parks Department for maintenance and oversight of the three gardens. According 
to Department staff, the estimates are based on three years of spending and include costs 
associated with 27.15 FTE positions (including 14.25 FTE Gardeners, 4.0 Nursery Specialists, 2.25 
Custodians, and other maintenance positions), deferred maintenance, and materials and 
supplies. City costs are expected to increase from $3.9 million in FY 2018-19 to $4.4 million in the 
first year of the proposed agreement due to increases in City salary and benefits costs and costs 
associated with maintenance of the Conservatory of Flowers, which was previously paid for by 
the San Francisco Parks’ Alliance out of admissions revenue. Attachment 1 compares the 
proposed budget to FY 2018-19 actual expenses for the three gardens. 

The Department estimates savings of $383,484 from joint management of the gardens compared 
to FY 2018-19 expenses, due to consolidation of admission staffing and resulting in lower 
admissions costs than historical spending for the three gardens. The proposed budget assumes 
annual admission levels are the same as FY 2018-19 levels.  

The savings would support an increase of $150,000 in education and community engagement 
programming for the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society to cover the additional facilities as 
well as increases in the Recreation and Parks Department budget described above. The proposed 
amended lease and management agreement would result in an estimated annual deposit of 
$514,105 to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund. This reflects an increase from 
prior year deposits to the Garden Improvement Fund because admission receipts from the 
Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden were not previously deposited to a 
dedicated improvement fund.  
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Admission Fee Changes (File 21-1295) 

As noted above, under the proposed ordinance, fees for resident admissions are waived at the 
Conservatory of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden to align with current practices at the 
Botanical Garden, and the Department could raise fees for non-residents by a maximum of $5, 
up to $15 at all three gardens. Exhibit 2 below shows the number of visitors and total admissions 
revenue for the three gardens for FY 2018-19. Admissions were lower in subsequent years due 
to the impacts of COVID-19. In FY 2018-19 non-resident adult admission fee collections across 
the three gardens accounted for approximately three-quarters of total admissions revenue. 

Exhibit 2: Total Visitors and Admissions Revenue, FY 2018-19 

Facility Resident 
Non-Resident 

Adult 
Non-Resident 

Other a Other Free b Total Visitors 

Botanical Garden 211,719  107,056  54,339  63,618  436,732  

Conservatory of Flowers 20,338  74,383  49,064  25,042  168,827  

Japanese Tea Garden 29,400  380,145  100,364  246,270  756,179  

Total Visitors 261,457  561,584  203,767  334,930  1,361,738  

      

Admissions Revenue $271,385 $5,054,301 $1,221,695 $0 $6,547,381 

Percent of Total Revenue 4.1% 77.2% 18.7% 0.0% 100.0% 
Source: Recreation and Parks Department 
a Non-Resident other includes discounted admissions for children and senior non-residents. 
b Other Free includes free admissions for low-income residents and non-residents, free admissions hours at the 
gardens, and other free admissions. 

Note: FY 2018-19 revenues for the Botanical Garden was $1.2 million, $1.0 million for the Conservatory of Flowers, 
and $4.3 million for the Japanese Tea Garden. 

Recreation and Parks Department staff estimate that waiving resident fees at the Conservatory 
of Flowers and the Japanese Tea Garden would result in $271,385 in annual lost revenue based 
on admission fee collections for residents in FY 2018-19, as shown above. The Department 
estimates this lost revenue would be more than off-set by increased revenue from reauthorizing 
flexible pricing for non-resident adult admission fees. Non-resident admission fees are currently 
$10 at each of the three gardens. If the Department increased admission fees for non-residents 
by $2 up to $12 for the entire year, admission receipts would increase by approximately $1.1 
million based on FY 2018-19 admissions data from the Department. If non-resident adult 
admissions decrease because of the $2 price increase, the increased revenue would be lower 
than $1.1 million but would likely still cover the $271,385 in lost revenue from waiving admission 
fees for residents. Under the proposed lease and management agreement, any surplus revenue 
would be assigned to the City’s Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund for expenses 
associated with maintenance, renovation, and improvement of the gardens. 
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POLICY CONSIDERATION 

Agreement Amendment  

The proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) allows the Botanical 
Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden, 
typically operated by City staff, and the Conservatory of Flowers, currently operated by the San 
Francisco Parks Alliance. According to Recreation and Parks Department staff, the Botanical 
Garden Society temporarily took over admission operations at the Japanese Tea Garden during 
the pandemic and City staff have been re-assigned to recreation centers.   

Net revenues from the Conservatory of Flowers, which previously went to the San Francisco Parks 
Alliance, together with revenues from the Japanese Tea Garden and Botanical Garden, will all be 
provided to the Recreation and Parks Department account to cover Department staffing costs 
and facility maintenance costs. Overall, City costs are expected to increase from $3.9 million in 
FY 2018-19 to $4.4 million in the first year of the proposed agreement due to increases in City 
salary and benefits costs and costs associated with maintenance of the Conservatory of Flowers, 
which was previously paid for by the San Francisco Parks’ Alliance out of admissions revenue. 
Beyond that, the proposed agreement does not expand the scope of City services related to the 
gardens. 

The original lease and management agreement with the Botanical Garden Society approved by 
the Board of Supervisors was not competitively procured and may be extended through May 
2043. Aside from expanding operations to include the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of 
Flowers, the proposed lease and management agreement amendment is generally consistent 
with the original agreement approved by the Board of Supervisors. Lease and management of 
each of the three gardens has never been competitively procured. The Botanical Garden Society 
has been operating the Botanical Garden since 1955. The Japanese Tea Garden has been 
operated by the City, and the Conservatory of Flowers has been operated by the San Francisco 
Parks’ Alliance since it reopened in 2003. The Department believes that the Botanical Garden 
Society is uniquely suited to operate garden admissions, given the organization’s $20 million 
endowment and fundraising capacity that may be used to fund garden improvements, strong 
community ties, and network of volunteers. 

Because management of the three gardens has never been competitively procured, we do not 
know if costs are reasonable or if there are other providers that would bid on a competitive 
solicitation. We therefore consider approval of the proposed resolution (File 21-1305) to be a 
policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 

Fee Ordinance 

As noted above, the proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) would eliminate residential admission 
fees for the three gardens and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission 
fees. The $271,385 annual revenue loss from the elimination of residential admission fees could 
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be offset by an increase of $0.50 in non-resident admission fees.4 If the proposed ordinance 
modifying the garden admission fees is not approved, the admission fees for the gardens are 
expected to cover the operating expenses of both the Botanical Garden Society and the City for 
all three gardens. If the non-resident fees are increased beyond that breakdown point, all 
additional net revenue would accrue to an improvement fund dedicated to garden 
improvements. 

We consider approval of the proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) to be a policy matter for the 
Board of Supervisors. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Approval of File 21-1305 is a policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 
2. Approval of File 21-1295 is a policy matter for the Board of Supervisors. 

  

 

4 In FY 2018-19, the three gardens had 561,584 visitors. Therefore, a $0.50 increase in admissions fees with the same 
number of visitors would equate to $280,792 in new revenues. 
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Attachment 1 

Exhibit 3: Proposed Gardens of Golden Gate Park Budget Compared to FY 2018-19 Actuals (All 
Gardens) 

Sources 
FY 2018-19 

Actuals 
Proposed 

Budget Difference 
Percent 

Difference 

Admissions Receipts $6,568,309  $6,720,654 $152,345 2.3% 

Total Sources $6,568,309  $6,720,654 $152,345 2.3% 

Uses     

SFBGS Admissions Cost  1,549,857  1,166,403 (383,454) -24.7% 

Rec & Park Operating Expenses  3,914,343  4,402,573 488,230 12.5% 

     Botanical Garden  287,573  287,573 0 0.0% 

     Conservatory of Flowers  0    250,000 250,000  

     Japanese Tea Garden  3,626,770  3,865,000 238,230 6.6% 

SFBGS Education and Community 
Engagement Expenses  487,573  637,573 150,000 30.8% 

Garden Improvement Fund  209,409  514,105 304,696 145.5% 

Total Uses  $6,161,182  $6,720,654 $559,472 9.1% 

Source: Recreation and Parks Department 

Note: FY 2018-19 actuals do not include Rec & Park operating costs for the Conservatory of Flowers. Garden 
Improvement Fund amounts for FY 2018-19 are less than the difference between sources and SFBGS and City uses 
because, under the existing license agreement with the San Francisco Parks Alliance, net revenues from the 
Conservatory of Flowers are provided to the City. 

 



 

GARDENS OF GOLDEN GATE PARK  

LEASE AND MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT AMENDMENT 

THIS AMENDMENT (this “Amendment”) is made as of _____________, 20__, in 
San Francisco, California, by and between CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, a 
municipal corporation (“City” or “Landlord”), acting by and through its Recreation and Park 
Commission (“Commission”) and SAN FRANCISCO BOTANICAL GARDEN SOCIETY AT 
STRYBING ARBORETUM, a California nonprofit public benefit corporation (“SFBGS” or 
“Lessee”). 

RECITALS 

THIS AMENDMENT is made with reference to the following facts and circumstances: 

A. City and Lessee previously entered into an existing agreement, dated as of 
December 11, 2013 (the “2013 Agreement”), for the lease and management of certain property 
in and around the San Francisco Botanical Garden (the “SFBG”) located along Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive and Lincoln Way, between 9th Avenue and 19th Avenue, San Francisco, 
California. 

B. SFBGS has successfully managed admission to SFBG since 2010, increasing 
visitors and improving visitor experience. Annual visitations have increased 135%. In addition, 
admissions have generated a total for the Garden Improvement Fund of over $1.3 million.   

C. City owns two other admission-gated specialty gardens within Golden Gate Park, 
the Conservatory of Flowers (“COF”) and Japanese Tea Garden (“JTG”).  The COF is along 
John F Kennedy Drive and Conservatory Drive and west of Conservatory Access Road, and is 
shown on attached Exhibit AM-A.  The COF has been managed under an existing license with 
The Friends of Recreation and Park Corporation, dated as of August 7, 2003, as amended and 
extended.  The JTG is located west of Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive between Martin Luther King 
Jr. Drive and the de Young Museum, and is shown on attached Exhibit AM-B.  SFBGS presently 
manages JTG admissions pursuant to a COVID-19 addendum dated July 14, 2020.   

D. The COF and the JTG are within one mile of each other and with the SFBG 
constitute a museum dedicated to the horticultural world and continuing education. Since 2002, 
the San Francisco Parks Alliance has operated the COF providing similar public benefits to the 
City relating to the COF. The City believes that there would be significant benefits to having one 
not-for-profit partner help to provide services to all three gardens and is proposing that all 
services provided by the SFBGS to the SFBG will be expanded to include the COF and JTG 
under the terms of the 2013 Agreement. 

E. The Commission desires to bring the COF and JTG under joint management with 
the SFBG.  SFBG, COF, and JTG are collectively referred to as the “Gardens of Golden Gate 
Park.”  Shared management will improve efficiency and help to avoid staffing shortages at any 
given garden and the model created by the 2013 Agreement will translate readily to the COF and 
JTG. 

F. The parties desire to add the COF and JTG to the 2013 Agreement through this 
Amendment, creating funds for maintenance and capital work at the COF and JTG similar to the 
setup for SFBG. 



 

G. The parties now desire to modify the 2013 Agreement on the terms and conditions 
set forth in this Amendment. 

ACCORDINGLY, in consideration of the matters described in the foregoing Recitals, 
and for other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are mutually 
acknowledged, the City and Lessee agree as follows: 

1. Except as stated in this Amendment, all references to “Botanical Garden” in the 2013 
Agreement are replaced with “Gardens of Golden Gate Park.” 

2. Section 1. (Basic Lease Information) is amended to add new subsection entitled “2021 
Premises,” with the text “The gift shop and kiosks at the COF as shown on Exhibit AM-A; and 
the admissions kiosk at the JTG as shown on Exhibit AM-B.” 

3. As of the Effective Date of this Amendment, the 2021 Premises are added to the 
“Premises” as defined in the 2013 Agreement. 

4. The definition of “Building” or “Buildings” in Section 2 (Definitions) is replaced with 
the following:   

“Building” or “Buildings” means the Library Building, the County Fair Building, the COF, the 
JTG,  COF and JTG admissions kiosks, and the COF concessions kiosk, and, if applicable, the 
Nursery Building. 

5. Section 3.4(a) (Inspection of Premises) is amended to include the 2021 Premises as 
applicable, and replaced with the following: “SFBGS represents and warrants that SFBGS has 
conducted a thorough and diligent inspection and investigation, either independently or through 
Agents of SFBGS’s own choosing, of the Initial Premises and 2021 Premises and the suitability 
of the Initial Premises and 2021 Premises for SFBGS’s intended use. SFBGS is fully aware of 
the needs of its operations and has determined, based solely on its own investigation, that the 
Initial Premises and 2021 Premises are suitable for its operations and intended uses.  SFBGS 
presently occupies the Initial Premises and the portion of the Premises at the JTG.” 

6. Section 5.4(xiv) is amended to remove references to outdated law and replaced with the 
following: 

SFBGS will develop a program to work toward a zero waste goal, including the implementation 
of a composting system for food waste, packaging and 100% biodegradable supplies whenever 
practical and in compliance with applicable law. SFBGS will submit a recycling and composting 
plan at Commencement of Lease, and provide an annual report on each anniversary date of this 
Lease outlining its progress toward meeting the recycling and composting goals described above 
and its success toward a zero waste goal. 

7. Section 6.1(d)(i) and (iii) are amended to include specific information regarding COF and 
JTG (including limiting certain text to apply only to SFBG), and are replaced with the following: 

(i) The staffing of the curation, planning, management and documentation of the plant 
collections is currently done by SFBGS with respect to SFBG and by the Department with the 
with respect to the JTG and COF. As of the Effective Date, the two parties will coordinate this 
work to determine if there are efficiencies and improvements for the future. With respect to the 
Department’s Primary Responsibilities, curatorial and plant collections management staff 
employed by SFBGS work with City staff under the leadership and guidance of the Garden 
Director in consultation with the Executive Director, and, because SFBGS’s curatorial and plant 
collections management staff also have responsibilities in support of SFBGS’s Primary 



 

Responsibilities, the Garden Director and Executive Director will consult as needed on their 
work priorities. All staff employed by SFBGS are supervised by the Executive Director in 
accordance with SFBGS employee policies. The Department and the SFBGS will work over the 
next three years to develop and overall Gardens of Golden Gate Park Master Plan to replace the 
Botanical Garden Master Plan.  

(iii) Pursuant to Section 6.1(a) above, maintenance of the Gardens of Golden Gate 
Park is within the Department’s Primary Responsibilities.  

8. Section 6.7(a) (Supplemental Funding by SFBGS) is amended to include the future 
master plan activities for the Gardens of Golden Gate Park.  The section is replaced with the 
following: 

SFBGS will use its reasonable efforts to raise private funds for the Gardens of Golden Gate 
Park for the purposes of (i) providing funds to supplement City appropriations for the Gardens of 
Golden Gate Park including, but not limited to, renovation and installation of gardens, 
maintenance of existing gardens, acquisition of special plant collections, procurement of special 
equipment and satisfaction of other capital improvement projects in accordance with the 
Botanical Garden Master Plan and future Gardens of Golden Gate Park Master Plan (or as may 
be mutually agreed upon through joint planning of SFBGS and the Department), and (ii) 
otherwise providing funds to enhance City funding for educational programs, other particular 
programs, ancillary mission related activities, operations and services of the Gardens of Golden 
Gate Park.  Such fundraising is intended to enhance the Gardens of Golden Gate Park and not to 
replace traditional sources or levels of City funding. As part of its fundraising responsibilities, 
SFBGS will be allowed free use of exterior Gardens of Golden Gate Park areas and the Buildings 
for fundraising and membership benefit events, subject to prior approval of scheduling and other 
arrangements by the Garden Director, and subject to the terms and conditions applicable to 
Special Events under Section 5.1 above. 

9. Section 6.9 (Operation of Botanical Garden; Days and Hours of Operation) is now 
entitled “Operation of Gardens of Golden Gate Park; Days and Hours of Operation.”  The section 
is replaced with the following: 

The hours of public operation are approved, and may be amended, by the Commission and 
may not be altered in any manner without prior written approval from the Commission or from 
such person, if any, to whom the Commission has delegated authority to approve changes in the 
hours of operation. 

 

10. Section 6.11 (Fees for Admission) is amended to rely solely on the Park Code for setting 
fees, and is replaced with the following: 

(a) Fees for admission to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park are as stated in the San 
Francisco Park Code, as it may be amended from time to time by action of City's Board of 
Supervisors in its sole discretion.  

(b) SFBGS will not be required to reimburse City for nonresidents receiving free admission 
(i) as part of the San Francisco and national Museums for All programs available to those 
receiving SNAP, Medi-Cal, or CalFresh benefits  (ii) as a benefit provided to SFBGS members 
in recognition of their financial support of the Gardens of Golden Gate Park, (iii) as members of 
other botanical gardens participating with SFBGS in reciprocal member programs, and (iv) as a 
school group student, teacher or chaperone. 



 

(c) As of the Commencement Date, the SFBG will be open without charge one day a 
month, plus Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day.  Such free admission days may be 
amended from time to time by action of City's Board of Supervisors in its sole discretion. 

(d) Every morning, between 7:30 and 9:00 am, the SFBG will be open to the public, 
including nonresidents, free of charge.  

11. Section 7.5 (Cash Register Requirements) is amended to account for modern point of sale 
systems and replaced with the following: 

SFBGS will use a system that registers every transaction made in, on, about or from the 
Premises, including every type of income, and the tape or digital record of each such cash 
register will be accessible to and subject to inspection by the RPD Manager or his/her agent, 
provided that such inspection will be conducted in a manner reasonable designed to minimize 
interference with the conduct of the SFBGS’s business at the Premises, and City will not perform 
such inspection unless SFBGS is present. SFBGS will make a manager available to City for such 
inspection during business hours on request (which may be oral) by City.  Each sale or other 
transaction generated in the Premises must be recorded at the time of each sale or other 
transaction, in the presence of the customer or by phone or internet order. 

12. Section 10.1(e) (Restrooms) is amended to address restrooms across the Gardens of 
Golden Gate Park.  It is replaced with the following: 

City will be responsible for the regular cleaning of the public restrooms located in the 
Gardens of Golden Gate Park, except as provided below. The restrooms will be open to the 
public no later than 9:00 am. At City’s election, City personnel may open the restrooms to the 
public at any time between 7:30 am and 9:00 am. The restrooms will be kept clean, neat, orderly 
and functioning properly at all times.  Notwithstanding the foregoing to the contrary, SFBGS, at 
its own expense, will keep those restrooms located inside the headhouse of the Nursery Building, 
inside the Library Building in a clean, neat and orderly condition and will provide all necessary 
items for such restrooms, including, but not limited to, toilet tissue, paper towels, seat covers, 
hand soap, and cleaning materials and supplies necessary to maintain such restrooms in the 
condition as described above. Such restrooms will be inspected for supplies and neatness a 
minimum of two (2) times during each day the facility is open to the public and will be cleaned 
not less frequently than twice a week. The SFBGS will be responsible for cleaning any restrooms 
inside the COF that are not open to the public. 

13. Section 20.1 (SFBGS’s Insurance) is amended to increase the limit for commercial 
general liability insurance to $2,000,000. 

14. Section 27.30 (Tobacco Product Advertising Prohibition) is amended to comply with 
current law, including updating the heading to “Prohibition of Tobacco Sales and Advertising.”  
The text is replaced with the following: 

Lessee acknowledges and agrees that no advertising of cigarettes or tobacco products is 
allowed on the property that is the subject of this Lease.  This advertising prohibition includes 
the placement of the name of a company producing cigarettes or tobacco products or the name of 
any cigarette or tobacco product in any promotion of any event or product.  In addition, Lessee 
acknowledges and agrees that no Sales, Manufacture, or Distribution of Tobacco Products (as 
such capitalized terms are defined in Health Code Section 19K.1) is allowed on the Premises and 
such prohibition must be included in all subleases or other agreements allowing use of the 
Premises.  The prohibition against Sales, Manufacture, or Distribution of Tobacco Products does 
not apply to persons who are affiliated with an accredited academic institution where the Sale, 
Manufacture, and/or Distribution of Tobacco Products is conducted as part of academic research. 



 

15. Section 27.37 (Notification of Limitation on Contributions) is amended to comply with 
current law and replaced with the following: 

For the purposes of this Section, a “City Contractor” is a party that contracts with, or 
seeks to contract with, the City for the sale or leasing of any land or building to or from the City 
whenever such transaction would require the approval by a City elective officer, the board on 
which that City elective officer serves, or a board on which an appointee of that individual 
serves. Through its execution of this Agreement, Lessee acknowledges that it is familiar with 
Section 1.126 of the San Francisco Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code, which prohibits 
a City Contractor from making any campaign contribution to (1) the City elective officer, (2) a 
candidate for the office held by such individual, or (3) a committee controlled by such individual 
or candidate, at any time from the commencement of negotiations for the contract until the later 
of either the termination of negotiations for that contract or twelve (12) months after the date that 
contract is approved.  Lessee acknowledges that the foregoing restriction applies only if the 
contract or a combination or series of contracts approved by the same individual or board in a 
fiscal year have a total anticipated or actual value of $100,000 or more.  Lessee further 
acknowledges that (i) the prohibition on contributions applies to Lessee, each member of 
Lessee’s board of directors, Lessee’s chief executive officer, chief financial officer and chief 
operating officer, any person with an ownership interest of more than ten percent (10%) in 
Lessee, any subcontractor listed in the contract, and any committee that is sponsored or 
controlled by Lessee, and (ii) within thirty (30) days of the submission of a proposal for the 
contract, the City department seeking to enter into the contract must notify the Ethics 
Commission of the parties and any subcontractor to the contract.  Additionally, Lessee certifies it 
has informed each of the persons described in the preceding sentence of the prohibitions 
contained in Section 1.126 by the time it submitted a proposal for the contract to the City, and 
has provided the names of the persons required to be informed to the City department seeking to 
enter into that contract within thirty (30) days of submitting its contract proposal to the City 
department receiving that submittal, and acknowledges the City department receiving that 
submittal was required to notify the Ethics Commission of those persons. 

16. Section 27.42 (Food Service Waste Reduction Requirements) is amended to comply with 
current law and replaced with the following: 

Lessee will comply with and be bound by all of the applicable provisions of the Food 
Service and Packaging Waste Reduction Ordinance, as set forth in the San Francisco 
Environment Code, Chapter 16, including the remedies provided therein, and implementing 
guidelines and rules.  The provisions of Chapter 16 are incorporated into this Lease by reference 
and made a part of this Lease as though fully set forth.  Accordingly, Lessee acknowledges that 
City contractors and lessees may not use Food Service Ware for Prepared Food in City Facilities 
and while performing under a City contract or lease (1) where the Food Service Ware is made, in 
whole or in part, from Polystyrene Foam, (2) where the Food Service Ware is not Compostable 
or Recyclable, or (3) where the Food Service Ware is Compostable and not Fluorinated 
Chemical Free.  The capitalized terms (other than Lessee and City) in the previous sentence are 
defined in San Francisco Environment Code Section 1602. 

17. Section 27.47 (San Francisco Packaged Water Ordinance) is added to comply with 
current law, with text as follows: 

Lessee will comply with San Francisco Environment Code Chapter 24 (“Chapter 24”). 
Lessee may not sell, provide, or otherwise distribute Packaged Water, as defined in Chapter 24 
(including bottled water), in the performance of this Lease or on City property unless Lessee 
obtains a waiver from City’s Department of the Environment.  If Lessee violates this 
requirement, City may exercise all remedies in this Lease and the Director of City’s Department 
of the Environment may impose administrative fines as set forth in Chapter 24. 



 

18. Section 27.48 (Criminal History in Hiring and Employment Decisions) is added to 
comply with current law, with text as follows: 

a. Unless exempt, Lessee will comply with and be bound by all of the 
provisions of San Francisco Administrative Code Chapter 12T (Criminal History in Hiring and 
Employment Decisions), as amended from time to time (“Chapter 12T”), which are incorporated 
into this Lease as if fully set forth, with respect to applicants and employees of Lessee who would 
be or are performing work at the Premises.  

b. Lessee will incorporate by reference the provisions of Chapter 12T in all 
subleases of some or all of the Premises, and require all subtenants to comply with those 
provisions.  Lessee’s failure to comply with the obligations in this subsection will constitute a 
material breach of this Lease.  

c. Lessee and subtenants may not inquire about, require disclosure of, or if the 
information is received base an Adverse Action on an applicant’s or potential applicant for 
employment, or employee’s: (i) Arrest not leading to a Conviction, unless the Arrest is undergoing 
an active pending criminal investigation or trial that has not yet been resolved; (ii) participation in 
or completion of a diversion or a deferral of judgment program; (iii) a Conviction that has been 
judicially dismissed, expunged, voided, invalidated, or otherwise rendered inoperative; (iv) a 
Conviction or any other adjudication in the juvenile justice system; (v) a Conviction that is more 
than seven years old, from the date of sentencing; or (vi) information pertaining to an offense other 
than a felony or misdemeanor, such as an infraction.  

d. Lessee and subtenants may not inquire about or require applicants, potential 
applicants for employment, or employees to disclose on any employment application the facts or 
details of any conviction history, unresolved arrest, or any matter identified in subsection (c) 
above. Lessee and subtenants may not require that disclosure or make any inquiry until either after 
the first live interview with the person, or after a conditional offer of employment.  

e. Lessee and subtenants will state in all solicitations or advertisements for 
employees that are reasonably likely to reach persons who are reasonably likely to seek 
employment with Lessee or subtenant at the Premises, that the Lessee or subtenant will consider 
for employment qualified applicants with criminal histories in a manner consistent with the 
requirements of Chapter 12T.  

f. Lessee and subtenants will post the notice prepared by the Office of Labor 
Standards Enforcement (“OLSE”), available on OLSE’s website, in a conspicuous place at the 
Premises and at other workplaces within San Francisco where interviews for job opportunities at 
the Premises occur.  The notice will be posted in English, Spanish, Chinese, and any language 
spoken by at least 5% of the employees at the Premises or other workplace at which it is posted.  

g. Lessee and subtenants understand and agree that on any failure to comply 
with the requirements of Chapter 12T, City will have the right to pursue any rights or remedies 
available under Chapter 12T or this Lease, including a penalty of $50 for a second violation and 
$100 for a subsequent violation for each employee, applicant, or other person as to whom a 
violation occurred or continued, or termination of this Lease in whole or in part.  

h. If Lessee has any questions about the applicability of Chapter 12T, it may contact 
City’s Real Estate Division for additional information. City’s Real Estate Division may consult 
with the Director of City’s Office of Contract Administration who may also grant a waiver, as set 
forth in Section 12T.8. 

19. Section 27.49 (All Gender Toilet Facilities) is added to comply with current law, with 
text as follows: 



 

If applicable, Lessee will comply with San Francisco Administrative Code Section 4.1-3 
requiring at least one all-gender toilet facility on each floor of the Building where extensive 
renovations are made.  An “all-gender toilet facility” means a toilet that is not restricted to use by 
persons of a specific sex or gender identity by means of signage, design, or the installation of 
fixtures, and “extensive renovations” means any renovation where the construction cost exceeds 
50% of the cost of providing the toilet facilities required by Administrative Code Section 4.1-3.  
If Lessee has any question about applicability or compliance, Lessee should contact the 
Department’s Real Estate Director for guidance. 

20. Section 27.50 (Lessee’s Compliance with City Business and Tax and Regulations Code) 
is added to comply with current law, with text as follows: 

Lessee acknowledges that under Section 6.10-2 of the San Francisco Business and Tax 
Regulations Code, the City Treasurer and Tax Collector may require the withholding of 
payments to any vendor that is delinquent in the payment of any amounts that the vendor is 
required to pay the City under the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code.  If, under 
that authority, any payment City is required to make to Lessee under this Lease is withheld, then 
City will not be in breach or default under this Lease, and the Treasurer and Tax Collector will 
authorize release of any payments withheld under this paragraph to Lessee, without interest, late 
fees, penalties, or other charges, upon Lessee coming back into compliance with its San 
Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code obligations. 

21. Section 27.51 (Consideration of Salary History) is added to comply with current law, 
with text as follows: 

Lessee will comply with San Francisco Administrative Code Chapter 12K, the 
Consideration of Salary History Ordinance or “Pay Parity Act.”  For each employment 
application to Lessee for work that relates to this Lease or for work to be performed in the City 
or on City property, Lessee is prohibited from considering current or past salary of an applicant 
in determining whether to hire the applicant or what salary to offer the applicant. Lessee will not 
(1) ask such applicants about their current or past salary or (2) disclose a current or former 
employee's salary history without that employee's authorization unless the salary history is 
publicly available. Lessee is subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions in Chapter 12K.  
Information about Chapter 12K is available on the web at https://sfgov.org/olse/consideration-
salary-history. 

22. Section 27.52 (GASB 87 Lease Accounting) and Exhibit AM-C are added to comply 
with current City practices, with text as follows: 

The Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB), an independent organization that 
establishes accounting and financial reporting standards for U.S. state and local governments, 
issued Statement 87 to improve certain reporting and accounting practices.  In connection with 
GASB 87, Lessee agrees to complete the checklist set forth in Exhibit AM-C and provide the 
same to City within thirty (30) days of the Effective Date in order to facilitate the City’s 
collection and evaluation of information for City’s financial reporting purpose. 

23. Exhibit E is updated to address the COF and JTG.  It is replaced with the version 
attached to this Amendment. 

24. Section 27.53 (Conflicts of Interest) is added to comply with current City practices, with 
text as follows: 

By executing this Agreement, Lessee certifies that it does not know of any fact which 
constitutes a violation of Section  15.103 of the City's Charter; Article Ill, Chapter 2 of City’s 



 

Campaign and Governmental  Conduct Code; Title 9, Chapter 7 of the California Government 
Code (Section 87100 et seq.), or Title 1, Division 4, Chapter 1, Article 4 of the California 
Government Code (Section 1090 et seq.), and further agrees promptly to notify the City if it 
becomes aware of any such fact during the term of this Agreement.  For example, Lessee will 
notify Department if it becomes aware that any Department employee or officer participates in a 
decision in which the employee or officer, or a member of their family, has a financial interest.  
In addition, the Parties agree and acknowledge that Lessee’s or its donors’ fiscal support of 
Department, or lack thereof, will have no bearing on and will not be relevant towards any future 
contracting, leasing, or permitting decisions by Department. 

25. Section 27.54 (Statement of Incompatible Activities) is added to comply with current 
City practices, with text as follows: 

Department’s Statement of Incompatible Activities (SIA) was adopted under the provisions 
of San Francisco Campaign & Governmental Conduct Code section 3.218 on October 8, 2008.  
ln general, Department’s SIA (1) prohibits outside activities that are incompatible with 
Department 's mission; (2) restricts the use of City resources, City work-product and prestige for 
any non-City purpose, including any political activity or personal purpose; and (3) prohibits 
receipt/acceptance of gifts in exchange for doing the employee's job.  A copy of the SIA is 
attached as Exhibit AM-D.  Lessee agrees that it will not knowingly cause Department staff to 
violate the SIA.  In addition, Lessee will ensure that no employee or officer of Department is a 
member of Lessee’s board of directors or otherwise holds a fiduciary position with Lessee, and 
that no employee or officer of Department and no member of a Department employee or 
officer’s immediate family receives income from Lessee. 

26. Section 27.55 (Disclosure Obligations; Recordkeeping and Auditing) is added to comply 
with current City practices, with text as follows: 

The parties will also comply with the additional provisions regarding disclosures, 
recordkeeping, and auditing attached hereto as Exhibit AM-E which are fully incorporated 
herein.   

27. Transition with San Francisco Parks Alliance Required.  To facilitate the addition of 
the COF to the Premises, SFBGS and the City agree to work cooperatively with the San 
Francisco Parks Alliance (the “SFPA”), the entity managing the COF under an existing license, 
to (A) transfer ownership of all furniture, fixtures, and equipment used by the COF to the City or 
the SFBGS, and (B) arrange to transfer books and accounts as necessary. 

28. No Joint Venture.  This Amendment or any activity by the City hereunder does not 
create a partnership or joint venture between the City and Lessee relating to the Lease or 
otherwise.  This Amendment does not constitute authorization or approval by the City of any 
activity conducted by Lessee, and the City will in no way be responsible for the acts or omissions 
of Lessee on the Premises or otherwise. 

29. Attorneys’ Fees.  In the event a dispute arises concerning this Amendment, the party not 
prevailing in such dispute will pay any and all costs and expenses incurred by the other party in 
enforcing or establishing its rights hereunder, including, without limitation, court costs and 
reasonable attorneys’ fees.  For purposes of this Amendment, reasonable fees of attorneys of 
City’s Office of the City Attorney will be based on the fees regularly charged by private 
attorneys with the equivalent number of years of experience in the subject matter area of the law 
for which the City Attorney's services were rendered who practice in the City of San Francisco in 
law firms with approximately the same number of attorneys as employed by the Office of the 
City Attorney. 



 

30. References.  No reference to this Amendment is necessary in any instrument or 
document at any time referring to the Lease.  Any future reference to the Lease will be deemed a 
reference to such document as amended hereby. 

31. Applicable Law.  This Amendment will be governed by, construed and enforced in 
accordance with the laws of the State of California. 

32. Taxes, Assessments, Licenses, Permit Fees, and Liens.  San Francisco Administrative 
Code Sections 23.38 and 23.39 require that certain information relating to the creation, renewal, 
extension, assignment, sublease, or other transfer of this Lease be provided to the County 
Assessor within sixty (60) days after the transaction. Accordingly, Lessee must provide a copy of 
this Lease to the County Assessor not later than sixty (60) days after the Effective Date, and any 
failure of Lessee to timely provide a copy of this Lease to the County Assessor will be a default 
under this Lease.  Lessee will also timely provide any information that City may request to 
ensure compliance with this or any other reporting requirement. 
 
33. Further Instruments.  The parties hereto agree to execute such further instruments and 
to take such further actions as may be reasonably required to carry out the intent of this 
Amendment. 

34. Effective Date.  The date of which this Amendment will become effective as of the date 
this Amendment is duly executed and exchanged by the parties hereto. 

35. Operations Commencement Date.  Lessee will commence operation of the COF as of 
the date agreed to in writing by the Department and the SFBGS, which date will be no later than 
90 days after the Effective Date. 

36. Miscellaneous.  Except as expressly modified herein, the terms, covenants and 
conditions of the Lease will remain unmodified and in full force and effect.  The Lease as 
amended by this Amendment constitutes the entire agreement of the parties concerning the 
subject matter hereof, and supersedes and cancels any and all previous negotiations, agreements, 
or understandings, if any, regarding the matters contained herein.  The execution of this 
Amendment will not constitute a waiver of relinquishment of any rights that City may have 
relating to the Lease.  Lessee and City hereby ratify and confirm all of the provisions of the 
Lease as amended by this Amendment. 

NOTWITHSTANDING ANYTHING TO THE CONTRARY CONTAINED IN THIS 
AMENDMENT, SFBGS ACKNOWLEDGES AND AGREES THAT NO OFFICER OR 
EMPLOYEE OF CITY HAS AUTHORITY TO COMMIT CITY HERETO UNLESS AND 
UNTIL A RESOLUTION OF CITY’S BOARD OF SUPERVISORS WILL HAVE BEEN 
DULY ENACTED APPROVING THIS AMENDMENT AND AUTHORIZING THE 
TRANSACTIONS CONTEMPLATED HEREBY, WHICH RESOLUTION WILL THEN 
BE DULY APPROVED BY THE CITY’S MAYOR.  THEREFORE, ANY OBLIGATIONS 
OR LIABILITIES OF CITY HEREUNDER ARE CONTINGENT UPON ENACTMENT 
OF SUCH AN RESOLUTION AND THE APPROVAL THEREOF BY THE MAYOR, AND 
THIS AMENDMENT WILL BE NULL AND VOID UNLESS CITY'S MAYOR AND 
THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS APPROVE THIS AMENDMENT, IN THEIR 
RESPECTIVE SOLE AND ABSOLUTE DISCRETION, AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
ALL APPLICABLE LAWS.  APPROVAL OF THIS AMENDMENT BY ANY 
DEPARTMENT, COMMISSION OR AGENCY OF CITY WILL NOT BE DEEMED TO 
IMPLY THAT SUCH RESOLUTION WILL BE ENACTED, NOR WILL ANY SUCH 
APPROVAL CREATE ANY BINDING OBLIGATIONS ON CITY. 



 

In witness whereof, the parties hereto have executed this Amendment as of the date 
written above. 

LESSEE: SAN FRANCISCO BOTANICAL GARDEN 
SOCIETY AT STRYBING ARBORETUM, 
a California nonprofit public benefit corporation 

 

By: __________________________________ 
Its: __________________________________ 

 

By: __________________________________ 
Its: __________________________________ 

LANDLORD: CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO, 
a municipal corporation 

 

By: __________________________________ 
 Philip A. Ginsburg 
 General Manager 
Recreation and Park Department 
 

APPROVED BY: 

RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION  

PURSUANT TO RESOLUTION NO. 
___________  DATED:_____________ 

___________________________ 
Ashley Summers, Commission Liaison 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

DAVID CHIU, City Attorney 

 

By: ___________________________ 
 Shari Geller Diamant 

Deputy City Attorney 
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EXHIBIT E 

ALLOCATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF ADMISSIONS RECEIPTS 

Fees paid for admission to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park pursuant to Section 6.11 
of the Lease (“Admission Receipts”) will be solely for the benefit of the Gardens of Golden 
Gate Park and will be allocated and distributed pursuant to the terms of Article 7 of the 
Lease and this Exhibit E.  It is understood and agreed by the Parties that the charging of 
admissions to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park, the rate of such admissions and the terms of 
such allocation are subject to amendment by action of City’s Board of Supervisors, in its sole 
discretion at any time, and in the event of such an amendment Article 7 of the Lease and this 
Exhibit E will be revised to the extent required to reflect such amendment. 

1. Allocation.  Admission Receipts will be allocated and paid out on a monthly basis 
as described below: 

a. Admission Receipts will first be used to reimburse SFBGS for its 
approved “Authorized Collection Expenses” during such period.  As used in this Exhibit E, 
“Authorized Collection Expenses” means all costs and expenses incurred by SFBGS in 
connection with its collection of Admission Receipts, including, without limitation, personnel 
costs, rent or related fees for equipment, telephone and data charges, office supplies, training, 
visitor maps and publications, and advertising and publicity costs in connection with the 
collection of Admissions Receipts.  “Authorized Collection Expenses” will not include capital 
expenses, penalties, late charges or interest on any late payments, or taxes or other amounts 
withheld from wages or salaries which have not actually been paid by SFBGS during the month 
for which reimbursement is being made. The SFBGS will submit annually a budget for 
Authorized Collection Expenses by December 15 for the next Fiscal Year. 

 
b. Secondly, following the payment of the amounts specified in 

Paragraph 1(a) above, the Admissions Receipts will be paid to the Department until the 
Department has received an aggregate amount of $4,400,000 per Fiscal Year pursuant to this 
Paragraph 1(b) (such amount subject to adjustment as provided in Paragraph 1(e) below) (the 
“Annual RPD Allocation Cap”); provided, however, that before the allocation is used for any 
other Gardens of Golden Gate Park purpose, the Department will use the allocation to fund three 
(3) gardeners who are dedicated solely to the care and maintenance of the SFBG and $250,000 
(as adjusted) of which will be dedicated to cover materials and supplies for the COF. 

 
c. Thirdly, following the payment of the amounts specified in 

Paragraphs 1(a) and 1(b) above, the Admission Receipts will be paid to SFBGS until SFBGS has 
received an aggregate of $650,000 per Fiscal Year pursuant to this Paragraph 1(c) (such amount 
subject to adjustment as provided in Paragraph 1(e) below) (the “Annual SFBGS Allocation 
Cap”).  SFBGS will expend Admissions Receipts received pursuant to this Paragraph 1(c) for its 
“Education and Community Outreach Expenditures.”  As used in this Exhibit E, “Education and 
Community Outreach Expenditures” means costs and expenses incurred by SFBGS for 
education, community outreach, public programs and other initiatives agreed upon by SFBGS 
and the Garden Director and approved in writing by the Garden Director.  “Education and 
Community Outreach Expenditures” may include, without limitation, costs and expenses for 
implementation of free days for the general public, organization and management of volunteer 
and docent programs, organization and implementation of programs for seniors and school 
groups, administration of a community education program providing related classes and 
activities for minimal or no cost, and operation of the Library and Bookstore, including ordering 
and stocking books.   
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d. Finally, following the payment of the amounts specified in 
Paragraphs 1(a), 1(b), and 1(c) above, the balance of Admission Receipts will be paid into the 
“Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund,” which will be maintained by City without 
charge and will not be commingled with other City funds.  Any interest accruing on the funds in 
the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Garden Improvement Fund will be added to the Gardens of 
Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund.  Expenditures from the Gardens of Golden Gate Park 
Improvement Fund will be used by City and SFBGS only for the payment of costs and expenses 
for maintenance, renovation and improvement of the Gardens of Golden Gate Park and will not 
be used for any other purpose unless the Parties otherwise agree in writing.  Expenditures from 
the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund are intended to enhance the Gardens of 
Golden Gate Park and not to replace traditional sources or levels of City funding.  Expenditures 
from the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund must be agreed upon by the Garden 
Director after consultation with the Executive Director and are subject to approval by the 
General Manager. 

 
e. The Annual RPD Allocation Cap and the Annual SFBGS Allocation Cap 

will each be subject to adjustment as follows: 

i.Both the Annual RPD Allocation Cap and the Annual SFBGS Allocation 
Cap will be adjusted annually by the consumer price index (CPI) increase 
used by the City and County of San Francisco Controller’s Office for labor 
projections. 

ii.Either or both may be adjusted every three (3) years based on agreement 
of the parties in order to provide additional support or continuing support 
(in the event of cost increase not covered by (i) above) for or services to 
the Gardens of Golden Gate Park  

f. CPI Formula. The Adjustment Index will be compared with the Base 
Index. If the Adjustment Index has increased over the Base Index, then the Annual RPD 
Allocation Cap and the Annual SFBGS Allocation Cap on and after such Adjustment Date will 
each be set by multiplying the then-current Annual RPD Allocation Cap and the Annual SFBGS 
Allocation Cap by a fraction, the numerator of which is the Adjustment Index and the 
denominator of which is the Base Index. 

 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, 

2. With respect to any Fiscal Year as to which the aggregate amount of Admission 
Receipts available for distribution pursuant to Paragraphs 1(b) and 1(c) above (after deduction of 
any amount payable with respect to such Fiscal Year pursuant to Paragraph 1(a)) exceeds 
$500,000 but is less than the amount needed to distribute the fully-adjusted Allocation Amount 
to the Department and SFBGS pursuant to Paragraphs 1(c) above, the Allocation Adjustment 
will be reduced dollar for dollar so that the amount is distributed to each Party under Paragraph 
1(b) above and Paragraph 1(c) above are each reduced equally. 

3. Admission Account.  SFBGS will establish, fund and maintain a bank account for 
the deposit of Admission Receipts (the “Admission Account”) with a depository institution 
reasonably acceptable to City in accordance with Section 7.6 of the Lease. SFBGS will use the 
Admission Account for all Admission Receipts prior to disbursement to City as required under 
this Lease. Any interest accruing on the funds in the Admission Account will be added to the 
Admission Account.  Funds from the Admission Account will not be commingled with other 
funds. SFBGS will cause each person who has authority to withdraw or transfer funds from the 
Admission Account to be bonded or otherwise insured. The Admission Account will be subject 
to a mutually-agreed control agreement pursuant to which City will be granted a perfected 
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security interest therein. Upon the occurrence of either an Event of Default, or the expiration or 
earlier termination of this Lease, City will have the immediate right of possession of the funds in 
Admission Account. 

 
4. Distributions. 

 
a. On or before the thirtieth (30th) day following its receipt of a Monthly 

Admission Receipts Statement, City will pay to SFBGS via check the amount of its Authorized 
Collection Expenses for such month. 

 
b. Once City has received the amounts specified in Paragraph 1(b) above in 

any given Fiscal Year, City will begin to pay to SFBGS the amounts described in Paragraph 1(c), 
and to the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund the amounts described in Paragraph 
1(d), such payments to be made on a monthly basis and on or before the thirtieth (30th) day 
following City's receipt of the applicable Monthly Admissions Receipts Statement. 

 
c. In the event this Lease terminates during any given month, (i) payment of 

Admission Receipts to City for that portion of the month during which SFBGS was in occupancy 
of the Premises will be determined and reported by SFBGS to City within twenty (20) days after 
SFBGS ceases to collect Admission Receipts on the Premises, and (ii) SFBGS’s and City’s 
payment obligations under this Exhibit E will remain in effect. 

 
5. Annual True-Up. In the event that the payments made by SFBGS and City in 

respect of Admission Receipts and Authorized Collection Expenses during the Fiscal Year 
described by an Annual Admission Receipts Report have not been properly made in accordance 
with this Exhibit E, City and/or SFBGS, as the case may be, will make payments to each other, 
or the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund, as appropriate, so as to properly allocate 
the Admissions Receipts for such Fiscal Year. Such payments will be made within thirty (30) 
days of City’s receipt of such Annual Admission Receipts Statement. 
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Conservatory of Flowers 

[attached] 
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Japanese Tea Garden 

[attached] 
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GASB 87 Lease Accounting Checklist 
 

Checklist for Supplier Lease Contracts 
Lease Term and Provision Yes No N/A 
    

1. Is this an amendment of existing lease?  ☐ ☐  
    

2. Confirm the lease agreement date  ☐ ☐ ☐ 
    

3. Confirm the lease commencement date and end date ☐ ☐ ☐ 
    

4. Include payment frequency (such as one time, monthly, 
quarterly, annually or event based) 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
5. Identify the based amount per payment frequency ☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
6. Is lease payment rate adjustment applicable?   

 
Note: For example, reference index, specific rate or ot  

calculation method. 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
7. Any variable payments by performance is applicable? 

 
Note: For examples, retail space rent includes calculat  

based on gross sales or copier charges for per-page fee. 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
8. Is lease incentives applicable? 

 
Note: Lease incentives refer to incentives provided by l  

for lease improvements or moving expenses. For example, ren  
credits or free rent during constructions. 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
9. Any security deposit required? (Please include the amount) ☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
10. Is the lease cancelable? 

 
Note: please include when and who can request to can   

agreement. Also, identify any penalties. 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
11. Does this lease contain Renewal options?  

 
Note1: Please include terms, rent calculation, and any   

lease procedure of renewal 
Note2: Indicate the date that the lessor is required to b  

notified by in order to renew the lease. 

☐ ☐ ☐ 

    
12. Does this lease contain a purchase option? 

 
Note: is the lessee reasonably certain to exercise this 

purchase option? 

☐ ☐ ☐ 
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Statement of Incompatible Activities 
 

[attached] 



 

 

RECREATION AND PARK DEPARTMENT 
STATEMENT OF INCOMPATIBLE ACTIVITIES   

 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
This Statement of Incompatible Activities is intended to guide officers and employees of the San 
Francisco Recreation and Park Department (“Department”) and the Recreation and Park Commission 
(“Commission”) about the kinds of activities that are incompatible with their public duties and therefore 
prohibited.  For the purposes of this Statement, and except where otherwise provided, “officer” shall 
mean the Appointing Officer (“General Manager”) and/or a member of the Commission; and 
“employee” shall mean all employees of the Department. 
 
This Statement is adopted under the provisions of San Francisco Campaign & Governmental Conduct 
Code (“C&GC Code”) section 3.218.  Engaging in the activities that are prohibited by this Statement 
may subject an officer or employee to discipline, up to and including possible termination of 
employment or removal from office, as well as to monetary fines and penalties.  (C&GC Code § 3.242; 
Charter § 15.105.)  Before an officer or employee is subjected to discipline or penalties for violation of 
this Statement, the officer or employee will have an opportunity to explain why the activity should not 
be deemed to be incompatible with his or her City duties.  (C&GC Code § 3.218.)  Nothing in this 
document shall modify or reduce any due process rights provided pursuant to the officer’s or employee’s 
collective bargaining agreement. 
 
In addition to this Statement, officers and employees are subject to Department policies and State and 
local laws and rules governing the conduct of public officers and employees, including but not limited 
to: 

• Political Reform Act, California Government Code § 87100 et seq.; 
• California Government Code § 1090; 
• San Francisco Charter; 
• San Francisco Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code; 
• San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance; and 
• Applicable Civil Service Rules. 
 

Nothing in this Statement shall exempt any officer or employee from applicable provisions of law, or 
limit his or her liability for violations of law.  Examples provided in this Statement are for illustration 
purposes only, and are not intended to limit application of this Statement.  Nothing in this Statement 
shall interfere with the rights of employees under a collective bargaining agreement or Memorandum of 
Understanding applicable to that employee.  
Nothing in this Statement shall be construed to prohibit or discourage any City officer or employee from 
bringing to the City’s and/or public’s attention matters of actual or perceived malfeasance or 
misappropriation in the conduct of City business, or from filing a complaint alleging that a City officer 
or employee has engaged in improper governmental activity by violating local campaign finance, 
lobbying, conflicts of interest or governmental ethics laws, regulations or rules; violating the California 
Penal Code by misusing City resources; creating a specified and substantial danger to public health or 
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safety by failing to perform duties required by the officer’s or employee’s City position; or abusing his 
or her City position to advance a private interest.   

No amendment to any Statement of Incompatible Activities shall become operative until the City and 
County has satisfied the meet and confer requirements of State law and the collective bargaining 
agreement.   

If an employee has questions about this Statement, the questions should be directed to the employee's 
supervisor, General Manager or designee.  Similarly, questions about other applicable laws governing 
the conduct of public employees should be directed to the employee's supervisor or the General 
Manager/designee, although the supervisor or General Manager/designee may determine that the 
question must be addressed to the Ethics Commission or City Attorney.  Employees may also contact 
their unions for advice or information about their rights and responsibilities under these and other laws.   

If a City officer has questions about this Statement, the questions should be directed to the officer’s 
appointing authority, the Ethics Commission or the City Attorney.   

 
II. MISSION OF THE RECREATION AND PARK DEPARTMENT  
 
The mission of the Recreation and Park Department is to provide enriching recreational activities, 
maintain beautiful parks and preserve the environment for the well-being of our diverse community.   
 
III. RESTRICTIONS ON INCOMPATIBLE ACTIVITIES  
 
This section prohibits outside activities, including self-employment, that are incompatible with the 
mission of the Department.  Under subsection C, an officer or employee may seek an advance written 
determination whether a proposed outside activity is incompatible and therefore prohibited by this 
Statement.  Outside activities other than those expressly identified here may be determined to be 
incompatible and therefore prohibited.  For an advance written determination request from an employee, 
if the General Manager delegates the decision-making to a designee and if the designee determines that 
the proposed activity is incompatible under this Statement, the employee may appeal that determination 
to the General Manager.   
 

A. RESTRICTIONS THAT APPLY TO ALL OFFICERS AND EMPLOYEES  
 
1. ACTIVITIES THAT CONFLICT WITH OFFICIAL DUTIES   

 
No officer or employee may engage in an outside activity (regardless of whether the activity is 
compensated) that conflicts with his or her City duties.  An outside activity conflicts with City duties 
when the ability of the officer or employee to perform the duties of his or her City position is materially 
impaired.  Outside activities that materially impair the ability of an officer or employee to perform his or 
her City duties include, but are not limited to, activities that disqualify the officer or employee from City 
assignments or responsibilities on a regular basis.  Unless (a) otherwise noted in this section or (b) an 
advance written determination under subsection C concludes that such activities are not incompatible, 
the following activities are expressly prohibited by this section. 
 
  [RESERVED.] 
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2. ACTIVITIES WITH EXCESSIVE TIME DEMANDS 
 

Neither the General Manager nor any employee may engage in outside activity (regardless of whether 
the activity is compensated) that would cause the General Manager or employee to be absent from his or 
her assignments on a regular basis, or otherwise require a time commitment that is demonstrated to 
interfere with the General Manager’s or employee's performance of his or her City duties.  
 

Example.  An employee who works at the Department’s front desk answering questions from the 
public wants to take time off every Tuesday and Thursday from 2:00 to 5:00 to coach soccer.  
Because the employee's duties require the employee to be at the Department’s front desk during 
regular business hours, and because this outside activity would require the employee to be absent 
from the office during regular business hours on a regular basis, the General Manager or his/her 
designee may, pursuant to subsection C, determine that the employee may not engage in this 
activity. 
 

3. ACTIVITIES THAT ARE SUBJECT TO REVIEW BY THE DEPARTMENT  
 
Unless (a) otherwise noted in this section or (b) an advance written determination under subsection C 
concludes that such activities are not incompatible, no officer or employee may engage in an outside 
activity (regardless of whether the activity is compensated) that is subject to the control, inspection, 
review, audit or enforcement of the Department.  In addition to any activity permitted pursuant to 
subsection C, nothing in this subsection prohibits the following activities:  appearing before one’s own 
department or commission on behalf of oneself; filing or otherwise pursuing claims against the City on 
one’s own behalf; running for City elective office; or making a public records disclosure request 
pursuant to the Sunshine Ordinance or Public Records Act.  Unless (a) otherwise noted in this section or 
(b) an advance written determination under subsection C concludes that such activities are not 
incompatible, the following activities are expressly prohibited by this section.  
 

a.   Assistance in Responding to City Bids, Request for Qualifications (RFQs) and Request 
for Proposals (RFPs).  No officer or employee may knowingly provide selective assistance (i.e., 
assistance that is not generally available to all competitors) to individuals or entities in a manner 
that confers a competitive advantage on a bidder or proposer who is competing for a City 
contract.  Nothing in this Statement prohibits an officer or employee from providing general 
information about a bid for a City contract, a Department RFQ or RFP or corresponding 
application process that is available to any member of the public.  Nothing in this Statement 
prohibits an officer or employee from speaking to or meeting with individual applicants 
regarding the individual's application, provided that such assistance is provided on an impartial 
basis to all applicants who request it. 
 
b. Other than in his or her official capacity, no officer or employee may assist private 
individuals or entities in securing permits for the use of Recreation and Park facilities. 

 
Notwithstanding the above prohibitions, officers and employees are not prohibited from providing 
general information about the contracting process or about how to apply for permits to any member 
of the public. 
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B. RESTRICTIONS THAT APPLY TO EMPLOYEES IN SPECIFIED POSITIONS 
 
In addition to the restrictions that apply to all officers and employees of the Department, unless (a) 
otherwise noted in this section or (b) an advance written determination under subsection C concludes 
that such activities are not incompatible, the following activities are expressly prohibited by this section 
for individual employees holding specific positions.   
 

 1. OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES,  
  MATERIALS, CONTRACTS OR SERVICES 
 

No officer or employee who is responsible for the procurement of supplies, materials, contracts or 
services may receive compensation or anything of value from any person or entity from which such 
materials, contracts or services were procured, if such compensation or thing of value is received as a 
result of the officer’s or employee’s duties with the Department. 

 
Example:   An employee whose duties include the procurement of supplies or materials for the 
Department authorizes the purchase of sporting goods from a local retail sporting goods store.  
After such purchase, the sporting goods store offers the employee a discount on any future 
purchases he or she wishes to make for him or herself.  The employee may not accept the discount 
offer because the employee may not benefit materially from a purchase with the sporting goods 
store made in the course of his or her employment with the Department.  This prohibition is also 
covered under section V of this Statement. 

 
2. OFFICERS OR EMPLOYEES RESPONSIBLE FOR  THE DISTRIBUTION OR ALLOCATION 

OF SUPPLIES, MATERIALS, CONTRACTS OR SERVICES 
 
No officer or employee whose duties include the distribution or allocation of supplies, materials, contracts 
or services for the Department may receive compensation or anything of value from any person or entity 
to which such materials, contracts or services were distributed or allocated, if such compensation or thing 
of value is received as a result of the officer’s or employee’s duties with the Department. 
 

Example:   An employee provides swimming lessons to the public as part of his or her City duties.  
At the swimming facility, a member of the public offers compensation or a thing of value to the 
employee.  The employee may not accept the compensation or anything of value for services 
rendered as part of his or her official duties.  This prohibition is also covered under section V of 
this Statement.   
 
Example:  An employee coaches softball at a City playground as part of his or her duties for the 
Department.  The employee may not solicit or receive anything of value from any member of the 
public, who utilizes the services of the playground, for performing his or her City job duties.  This 
prohibition is also covered under section V of this Statement. 

 
 C. ADVANCE WRITTEN DETERMINATION 
 
As set forth below, an employee of the Department or the General Manager or a member of the 
Commission may seek an advance written determination whether a proposed outside activity conflicts 
with the mission of the Department, imposes excessive time demands, is subject to review by the 
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Department, or is otherwise incompatible and therefore prohibited by section III of this Statement.  For 
the purposes of this section, an employee or other person seeking an advance written determination shall 
be called “the requestor”; the individual or entity that provides an advance written determination shall be 
called “the decision-maker.”  
 

1. PURPOSE 
 

This subsection permits an officer or employee to seek an advance written determination regarding his 
or her obligations under subsections A or B of this section.  A written determination by the decision-
maker that an activity is not incompatible under subsection A or B provides the requestor immunity 
from any subsequent enforcement action for a violation of this Statement if the material facts are as 
presented in the requestor’s written submission.  A written determination cannot exempt the requestor 
from any applicable law.   
 
If an individual has not requested an advance written determination under subsection C as to whether an 
activity is incompatible with this Statement, and the individual engages in that activity, the individual 
will not be immune from any subsequent enforcement action brought pursuant to this Statement.   
 
Similarly, if an individual has requested an advance written determination under subsection C as to 
whether an activity is incompatible with this Statement, and the individual engages in that activity, the 
individual will not be immune from any subsequent enforcement action brought pursuant to this 
Statement if:   
 

(a) the requestor is an employee who has not received a determination under subsection C from 
the decision-maker, and 20 working days have not yet elapsed since the request was made; or  
 
(b) the requestor is an officer who has not received a determination under subsection C from the 
decision-maker; or  
 
(c) the requestor has received a determination under subsection C that an activity is 
incompatible. 

 
In addition to the advance written determination process set forth below, the San Francisco Charter also 
permits any person to seek a written opinion from the Ethics Commission with respect to that person's 
duties under provisions of the Charter or any City ordinance relating to conflicts of interest and 
governmental ethics.  Any person who acts in good faith on an opinion issued by the Commission and 
concurred in by the City Attorney and District Attorney is immune from criminal or civil penalties for so 
acting, provided that the material facts are as stated in the opinion request.  Nothing in this subsection 
precludes a person from requesting a written opinion from the Ethics Commission regarding that 
person's duties under this Statement.   
 

2. THE DECISION-MAKER  
 

Decision-maker for request by an employee:  An employee of the Department may seek an advance 
written determination from the General Manager or his or her designee.  The General Manager or his or 
her designee will be deemed the decision-maker for the employee’s request.   
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Decision-maker for request by the General Manager:  The General Manager may seek an advance 
written determination from his or her appointing authority.  The appointing authority will be deemed the 
decision-maker for the General Manager’s request.   
 
Decision-maker for request by a member of the Commission:  A member of the Commission may seek 
an advance written determination from his or her appointing authority or from his or her commission, or 
the Ethics Commission. The appointing authority, Commission or Ethics Commission will be deemed 
the decision-maker for the member’s request.   
 
  3. THE PROCESS 
 
The requestor must provide, in writing, a description of the proposed activity and an explanation of why 
the activity is not incompatible under this Statement.  The written material must describe the proposed 
activity in sufficient detail for the decision-maker to make a fully informed determination whether it is 
incompatible under this Statement. 
 
When making a determination under this subsection, the decision-maker may consider any relevant 
factors including, but not limited to, the impact on the requestor’s ability to perform his or her job, the 
impact upon the Department as a whole, compliance with applicable laws and rules and the spirit and 
intent of this Statement.  The decision-maker shall consider all relevant written materials submitted by 
the requestor.  The decision-maker shall also consider whether the written material provided by the 
requestor is sufficiently specific and detailed to enable the decision-maker to make a fully informed 
determination.  The decision-maker may request additional information from the requestor if the 
decision-maker deems such information necessary.  For an advance written determination request from 
an employee, if the General Manager delegates the decision-making to a designee and if the designee 
determines that the proposed activity is incompatible under this Statement, the employee may appeal 
that determination to the General Manager. 
 
The decision-maker shall respond to the request by providing a written determination to the requestor by 
mail, email, personal delivery, or other reliable means.  For a request by an employee, the decision-
maker shall provide the determination within a reasonable period of time depending on the 
circumstances and the complexity of the request, but not later than 20 working days from the date the 
request is received.  If the decision-maker does not provide a written determination to the employee 
within 20 working days from the date the request is received, the decision-maker shall be deemed to 
have determined that the proposed activity does not violate this Statement.  
 
The decision-maker may revoke the written determination at any time based on changed facts or 
circumstances or other good cause, by providing advance written notice to the requestor.  The written 
notice shall specify the changed facts or circumstances or other good cause that warrants revocation of 
the advance written determination.   
 
  4. DETERMINATIONS ARE PUBLIC RECORDS 
 
To assure that these rules are enforced equally, requests for advance written determinations and written 
determinations, including approvals and denials, are public records to the extent permitted by law. 
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IV. RESTRICTIONS ON USE OF CITY RESOURCES, CITY WORK-PRODUCT AND PRESTIGE  
 
 A. USE OF CITY RESOURCES 
 
No officer or employee may use City resources, including, without limitation, facilities, telephone, 
computer, copier, fax machine, e-mail, internet access, stationery and supplies, for any non-City 
purpose, including any political activity or personal purpose.  No officer or employee may allow any 
other person to use City resources, including, without limitation, facilities, telephone, computer, copier, 
fax machine, e-mail, internet access, stationery and supplies, for any non-City purpose, including any 
political activity or personal purpose.  Notwithstanding these general prohibitions, any incidental and 
minimal use of City resources does not constitute a violation of this section.  Nothing in this subsection 
shall be interpreted or applied to interfere with, restrict or supersede any rights or entitlements of 
employees, recognized employee organizations, or their members under state law or regulation or 
pursuant to provisions of a collective bargaining agreement to use City facilities, equipment or 
resources, as defined herein. 
 

Example.  An officer or employee may use the telephone to make occasional calls to arrange 
medical appointments or speak with a child care provider, because this is an incidental and 
minimal use of City resources for a personal purpose. 
 
Example.  While arborist technicians are removing a large tree from a neighborhood park, a 
nearby resident asks one of the staff to remove a tree from his or her front yard.  Although the 
arborist technician may perform work for the resident, the employee may do so only on his or 
her own time and only when using equipment that does not belong to the City. 

 
Nothing in this Statement shall exempt any officer or employee from complying with more restrictive 
policies of the Department regarding use of City resources, including, without limitation, the 
Department’s e-mail policy.   
 
 B. USE OF CITY WORK-PRODUCT  
 
No officer or employee may, in exchange for anything of value and without appropriate authorization, 
sell, publish or otherwise use any non-public materials that were prepared on City time or while using 
City facilities, property (including without limitation, intellectual property), equipment and/or materials.  
For the purpose of this prohibition, appropriate authorization includes authorization granted by law, 
including the Sunshine Ordinance, California Public Records Act, the Ralph M. Brown Act as well as 
whistleblower and improper government activities provisions, or by a supervisor of the officer or 
employee, including but not limited to the officer’s or employee’s appointing authority.  Nothing in this 
subsection shall be interpreted or applied to interfere with, restrict or supersede any rights or 
entitlements of employees, recognized employee organizations, or their members under state law or 
regulation or pursuant to provisions of a collective bargaining agreement to use public materials for 
collective bargaining agreement negotiations. 

 
 C. USE OF PRESTIGE OF THE OFFICE 
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No officer or employee may use his or her City title or designation in any communication for any private 
gain or advantage.  The following activities are expressly prohibited by this section. 
 
  1. USING CITY BUSINESS CARDS  
 
No officer or employee may use his or her City business cards for any purpose that may lead the 
recipient of the card to think that the officer or employee is acting in an official capacity when the 
officer or employee is not. 
 

Example of inappropriate use.  An employee's friend is having a dispute with his new 
neighbor who is constructing a fence that the friend believes encroaches on his property.  
The friend invites the employee over to view the disputed fence.  When the neighbor 
introduces herself, the employee should not hand the neighbor her business card while 
suggesting that she could help resolve the dispute.  Use of a City business card under 
these circumstances might lead a member of the public to believe that the employee was 
acting in an official capacity.  

 
Example of acceptable use.  An employee is at a party and runs into an old friend who 
has just moved to town.  The friend suggests meeting for dinner and asks how to get in 
touch with the employee to set up a meeting time.  The employee hands the friend the 
employee's business card and says that he can be reached at the number on the card.  Use 
of a City business card under these circumstances would not lead a member of the public 
to believe that the employee was acting in an official capacity.  Nor would use of the 
telephone to set up a meeting time constitute a misuse of resources under subsection A, 
above. 
 
2. USING CITY LETTERHEAD, CITY TITLE, OR E-MAIL  

 
No officer or employee may use City letterhead, City title, City e-mail, or any other City resource, for 
any communication that may lead the recipient of the communication to think that the officer or 
employee is acting in an official capacity when the officer or employee is not.  (Use of e-mail or 
letterhead in violation of this section could also violate subsection A of this section, which prohibits use 
of these resources for any non-City purpose.)   
 

Example.  An officer or employee is contesting a parking ticket.  The officer or employee 
should not send a letter on City letterhead to the office that issued the ticket contesting 
the legal basis for the ticket.    

 
3. HOLDING ONESELF OUT, WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION, AS A REPRESENTATIVE 

OF THE DEPARTMENT  
 
No officer or employee may hold himself or herself out as a representative of the Department, or as an 
agent acting on behalf of the Department, unless authorized to do so. 
 

Example.  An employee who lives in San Francisco wants to attend a public meeting of a 
Commission that is considering a land use matter that will affect the employee's 
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neighborhood.  The employee may attend the meeting and speak during public comment, 
but should make clear that he is speaking in his private capacity and not as a 
representative of the Department. 

 
V. PROHIBITION ON GIFTS FOR ASSISTANCE WITH CITY SERVICES  
 
State and local law place monetary limits on the value of gifts an officer or employee may accept in a 
calendar year.  (Political Reform Act, Gov't Code § 89503, C&GC Code §§ 3.1-101 and 3.216.)  This 
section imposes additional limits by prohibiting an officer or employee from accepting any gift that is 
given in exchange for doing the officer’s or employee’s City job. 
 
No officer or employee may receive or accept gifts from anyone other than the City for the performance 
of a specific service or act the officer or employee would be expected to render or perform in the regular 
course of his or her City duties; or for advice about the processes of the City directly related to the 
officer’s or employee’s duties and responsibilities, or the processes of the entity they serve.   
 

Example.  A member of the public who regularly works with and receives assistance 
from the Department owns season tickets to the Giants and sends a pair of tickets to an 
employee of the Department in appreciation for the employee's work.  Because the gift is 
given for the performance of a service the employee is expected to perform in the regular 
course of City duties, the employee is not permitted to accept the tickets.   
 
Example.  A member of the public requests assistance in resolving an issue or complaint 
that is related to the City and County of San Francisco, but that does not directly involve 
the Department.  The employee directs the member of the public to the appropriate 
department and officer to resolve the matter.  The member of the public offers the 
employee a gift in appreciation for this assistance.  The employee may not accept the gift, 
or anything of value from anyone other than the City, for providing this kind of assistance 
with City services.   

 
As used in this Statement, the term gift has the same meaning as under the Political Reform Act, 
including the Act's exceptions to the gift limit.  (See Gov't Code §§ 82028, 89503; 2 Cal. Code Regs. §§ 
18940-18950.4.)  For example, under the Act, a gift that, within 30 days of receipt, is returned, or 
donated by the officer or employee to a 501(c)(3) organization or federal, state or local government 
without the officer or employee taking a tax deduction for the donation, will not be deemed to have been 
accepted.  In addition to the exceptions contained in the Act, nothing in this Statement shall preclude an 
employee's receipt of a bona fide award, or free admission to a testimonial dinner or similar event, to 
recognize exceptional service by that employee, and which is not provided in return for the rendering of 
service in a particular matter.  Such awards are subject to the limitation on gifts imposed by the Political 
Reform Act and local law.   
 
In addition, the following gifts are de minimis and therefore exempt from the restrictions on gifts 
imposed by section V of this Statement:   

i. Gifts, other than cash, with an aggregate value of $25 or less per occasion; and 
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ii. Gifts such as food and drink, without regard to value, to be shared in the office among 
officers or employees. 

Example.  A member of the public who regularly works with and receives assistance 
from the Department sends a $15 basket of fruit to an employee as a holiday gift.  
Although the fruit may in fact be offered in exchange for performing services that the 
employee is expected to perform in the regular course of City duties, the employee may 
accept the fruit because the value is de minimis.  (Because the reporting requirement is 
cumulative, an employee may be required to report even de minimis gifts on his or her 
Statement of Economic Interests if, over the course of a year, the gifts equal or exceed 
$50.) 
 
Example. A member of the public who regularly works with and receives assistance from 
the Department sends a $150 basket of fruit to the Department as a holiday gift.  
Although the fruit may in fact be offered in exchange for performing services that the 
Department is expected to perform in the regular course of City duties, the Department 
may accept the fruit basket because it is a gift to the office to be shared among officers 
and employees. 

 

VI.   AMENDMENT OF STATEMENT 
 
Once a Statement of Incompatible Activities is approved by the Ethics Commission, the Department 
may, subject to the approval of the Ethics Commission, amend the Statement.  (C&GC Code § 
3.218(b).)  In addition, the Ethics Commission may at any time amend the Statement on its own 
initiative.  No Statement of Incompatible Activities or any amendment thereto shall become operative 
until the City and County of San Francisco has satisfied the meet and confer requirements of State law 
and the collective bargaining agreement. 
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EXHIBIT AM-E 
 

Disclosure Obligations; Recordkeeping and Auditing 
 

 
A. Acknowledgment of Disclosure Obligations under City Law.  San Francisco Administrative 
Code Section 67.29-6 requires the Department to disclose on its website the amount and source of all 
money, goods or services worth more than $100 in the aggregate for the purpose of carrying out or 
assisting any City function.  For all gifts, grants, and other donations received under the “Lease” 
(defined for purposes of this Exhibit AM-E as the 2013 Agreement as amended by this Amendment) or 
otherwise for the benefit of the Gardens of Golden Gate Park, the disclosure must identify SFBGS as the 
contributor, the amounts contributed, and a statement as to any financial interest SFBGS has involving 
the City, including a contract, grant, lease, or request for license, permit, or other entitlement for use.  
Under the Administrative Code, the Department must post this information on its website within 30 days 
of the date of any such donation.  If required by City law, the Department must also disclose this or 
other information about donations from SFBGS in any related resolution or ordinance submitted to the 
Board of Supervisors for approval.   

 
B. SFBGS’s Reporting & Disclosure Obligations.   
 

1. Donor and Grant Information.  SFBGS agrees to comply with San Francisco 
Administrative Code Section 67.29-6 by posting on its website the names of all individuals or 
organizations that contribute $100 or more to SFBGS, by gift, grants, or other instruments, in the 
form of money, goods, or services, for the purpose of carrying out or assisting the Department’s 
performance of its City functions; the amounts contributed; and a statement as to any financial 
interest the donor contributing to the SFBGS has involving the City, including any donor’s 
contract, grant, lease, or request for license, permit, or other entitlement for use.  SFBGS will 
post this information on its website within 30 days of receipt of any gift, grant or other 
instrument, and will also provide this information to the Department each year by no later than 
July 15 for the preceding fiscal year.  SFBGS will maintain this donor information on its website 
until at least the end of the fifth fiscal year after the donation.  To ensure compliance with this 
requirement and to maximize public transparency, SFBGS will not accept anonymous donations 
from a single source aggregating more than $100 for purposes covered under the Lease.  These 
provisions shall also apply to any grants received by SFBGS, if those grant funds are transferred 
to the City for the purpose of carrying out or assisting any City function. 

 
2. Financial Reports.  SFBGS will provide to the Department and the Department will 

upload a PDF (searchable text) copy of SFBGS’s annual audited financial report and IRS Form 990 
annual tax return into the City’s financial system as part of the Lease documentation and prior to City’s 
execution of the Lease.  The annual audited financial report filings provided by SFBGS must include 
detailed information about SFBGS’s total sources and uses of funds and also the sources and uses of 
funds dedicated to support the Department covered under the Lease, the names of SFBGS’s Board of 
Directors and Officers, and the names of any and all payees of funds covered by the Lease, including 
consultants, contractors and subcontractors and any current or past City employees paid and any funds 
provided directly to the Department to support the Department’s functions including but not limited to 
employee recognition and public events. Additionally, SFBGS will post its audited financial report and 
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its IRS Form 990 and all related tax return schedules on its website annually within 60 days of the 
completion of each.   

 
3. Links to SFBGS Website.  The Department will provide a link on its website to 

SFBGS’s website for the public to readily access the information required under this Amendment.  
SFBGS will also post the Lease on its website along with copies of any other copies of Grant Awards or 
other City Contracts and MOU Agreements with any City Department including the Department 
covered by this Lease. 

 
4. SFBGS’s Supplier Registration.  As part of the Amendment execution, SFBGS must 

register and submit an IRS Form W-9 through the SF City Partner portal, a complete copy of their most 
recent IRS Form 990 tax return and complete their Approved Supplier set up through the Controller’s 
Supplier Management Unit. 

 
5. SFBGS’s Invoices through SF City Partner Online (eSettlements) site.  If the Lease 

includes invoicing by SFBGS to the City Department, all invoices must be submitted online with any/all 
required supporting documentation through the SF City Partner portal’s Online eSettlements site. 

 
C. Recordkeeping and Auditing. 
 

1. Recordkeeping.  SFBGS will maintain books and records relating to Lease, in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting practices consistently applied, that contain all 
information required to allow the Department and/or the City’s Controller, at their discretion, to audit 
SFBGS’s records and to verify contributions and expenditures in accordance with the Lease.   

 
2. Auditing.  SFBGS shall make such books and records relating to the Lease available to 

the Department and/or the City’s Controller (or their representatives) upon commercially reasonable 
prior written notice, but in no event more than ten (10) days after such notice is provided to conduct an 
audit.  SFBGS shall retain and shall allow the Department and/or the City’s Controller to access such 
books and records for a period of the later of (i) five (5) years after the end of each year to which such 
books and records apply, (ii) five (5) years after the issuance date of the SFBGS’s audited financial 
statement or the IRS Form 990 annual tax return to which such books and records apply, or (iii) if an 
audit is commenced or if a controversy should arise between the parties hereto regarding the 
contributions or expenditures hereunder, until such audit or controversy is terminated. 

  

































































































































































FILE NO. 130537 

AMENDED IN COMMITTEE 
6/21/13 

ORDINANCE I & :J.-1~ 

1 [Lease and Management Agreement - Botanical Garden Society - Waiving Fees - Botanical 
Garden at Strybing Arboretum in Golden Gate Park] 

2 

3 Ordinance approving and authorizing a Lease and Management Agreement between 

4 the City and the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society for the San Francisco 

5 Botanical Garden at Strybing Arboretum in Golden Gate Park, with an initial term of 10 

6 years with 2 10-year extension options; waiving the non-resident admission fee in Park 

7 Code Section 12.46(d) for certain persons and entities as set forth in the Lease and 

8 Management Agreement; ratifying prior acts in connection with this Ordinance; and 

g making environmental findings. 

10 

11 

12 

NOTE: Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman; 
deletions are strike through italics Times Ne1•· Roman. 
Board amendment additions are double-underlined; 
Board amendment deletions are strikethrough normal. 

13 Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

14 Section 1. Findings. 

15 {a) The San Francisco Botanical Garden Generally. The City and County of San 

16 Francisco (the "City") owns the San Francisco Botanical Garden (the "Botanical Garden"), 

17 formerly known as Strybing Arboretum, a 55-acre garden and associated facilities located in 

18 the southeast portion of San Francisco's Golden Gate Park along Martin Luther King Jr. Drive 

19 and Lincoln Way, between gth Avenue and 19th Avenue. The Recreation and Park 

20 Commission has jurisdiction over the Botanical Garden and is responsible, through the City's 

21 Recreation and Park Department ("RPO"), for its operation and management. The Botanical 

22 Garden is a living museum of more than 8,000 different kinds of plants, many rare and 

23 endangered and no longer found in their native habitats, and is a treasure for the residents of 

24 San Francisco and the Bay Area as well as for visitors from around the world. 

25 
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1 (b) The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society. The San Francisco Botanical 

2 Garden Society ("SFBGS") is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) corporation devoted to supporting, 

3 promoting, and enhancing the use, appreciation and stature of the Botanical Garden. SFBGS 

4 has provided crucial support and assistance to the City in the management and operation of 

5 the Botanical Garden since 1955, including the construction and donation of the Helen 

6 Crocker Russell Library Building; management and operation of the Library and Visitor 

7 Orientation Center and Bookstore; funding and developing a special area plan (the "Botanical 

8 Garden Master Plan") for the Golden Gate Park Master Plan; providing education and visitors 

9 programs, visitor publications, curatorial and plant collections management services, 

1 O community programming, horticulture education and volunteer programs; planning and 

11 managing improvements to the Botanical Garden; paying costs to support the hiring of an 

12 eleventh City gardener dedicated solely to the care and maintenance of the Botanical Garden; 

13 and fundraising to support the Botanical Garden. 

14 (c) The City and SFBGS's Prior Agreements. On March 1, 2002, the City and SFBGS 

15 entered into (i) a Memorandum of Agreement (Strybing Arboretum) (the "Cooperation 

16 Agreement"}, pursuant to which RPO and SFBGS agreed to cooperatively manage the 

17 Botanical Garden, with RPO taking a primary role in managing certain functions and SFBGS 

18 taking a primary role in managing other functions, and (ii) a lease (the "Original Lease") 

19 pursuant to which SFBGS leased from the City certain office space, library space, horticultural 

20 space and book kiosk space within the Botanical Garden. The terms of the Cooperation 

21 Agreement and the Original Lease have expired, and the City and SFBGS have continued to 

22 operate under the terms of such agreements. In addition, the City and SFBGS entered into a 

23 Grant Agreement, dated July 1, 2010 (as amended, the "Grant Agreement"), pursuant to 

24 which the City provided a grant to SFBGS for the purpose of funding certain education and 

25 
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1 community outreach and the operation and maintenance of the Botanical Garden's non-

2 resident entrance fee collection program. The Grant Agreement expires on June 30, 2013. 

3 (d) Nursery Gift. SFBGS has offered to donate to the City the design and construction 

4 of a Nursery Center for Sustainable Gardening within the Botanical Garden for the joint use of 

5 the City and SFBGS (the "Nursery Project") as a gift-in-place valued at approximately $14 

6 million if SFBGS completes the Nursery Project. On April 10, 2012, the Board of Supervisors 

7 adopted Resolution No. 125-12, in which the Board of Supervisors (a) adopted a Final 

8 Mitigated Negative Declaration ("FMND") and a Mitigation Measuring and Reporting Program 

g (the "MMRP") for the Nursery Project, (b) imposed all the mitigation measures set forth in the 

1 o MMRP as conditions of such approval, and (c) accepted a gift-in-place to the City of the 

11 Nursery Project valued at approximately $14 million. Construction of the Nursery Project has 

12 not commenced. 

13 (e) Need for Continued Collaboration. The City and SFBGS recognize the need for 

14 continued collaboration to meet the challenges and opportunities of creating and sustaining a 

15 world-class botanical garden for the 21st century. The City and SFBGS have the shared goal 

16 of creating one of the world's outstanding public botanical gardens, representing San 

17 Francisco's horticultural heritage as well as diverse collections from around the world, and of 

18 increasing levels of private and public financial support and resources to support such goal. 

19 Towards that end, the City and SFBGS desire for SFBGS to continue to lease certain office 

20 and related space in the Botanical Garden for administrative purposes, to lease and continue 

21 to operate the Library, to access and utilize horticultural space in the Botanical Garden, and to 

22 utilize space in the buildings within the Botanical Garden for educational seminars, receptions, 

23 lectures and other special events. City and SFBGS further desire for SFBGS to provide 

24 assistance with the operation and management of the Botanical Garden and with education, 

25 fundraising and other activities which will support and enhance the Botanical Garden. The 
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City and SFBGS desire to provide a clear management structure that facilitates operation and 

management of the Botanical Garden and SFBGS's efforts to raise funds to help augment 

City funding for the Botanical Garden. 

(f) Lease and ManagementAgreement. The City and SFBGS have negotiated a 

Lease and Management Agreement that includes the following: 

(1) An initial term of ten years, with two ten-year extension options. 

(2) The leased premises shall consist of a portion of the Botanical Garden 

comprised of the following, as generally depicted on Exhibits B-1 and B-2 of the Lease and 

Management Agreement: 

(i) Approximately 1,207 square feet of office space located in the rooms 

presently designated as Rooms 1 and 3 of the San Francisco County Fair Building and in the 

rooms presently designated as Rooms 23, 24, 25 and 30 of the Helen Crocker Russell Library 

Building (collectively, the "Office Space"). SFBGS shall use the Office Space for office and 

administrative purposes and community meetings. 

(ii) Approximately 84 square feet of space constituting the bookstore and 

approximately 800 square feet of space outside of the bookstore (the "Visitor Orientation 

Center and Book Store"). SFBGS shall use the Visitor Orientation Center and Book Store 

space for providing visitor orientation services and materials to the public and operation of a 

book and gift store selling materials approved by RPO, including plant sales in the (space 

outside the Visitor Orientation Center and Book Store. 

(iii) Approximately l"378 square feet of space located in the rooms 

presently designated as Rooms 31, 32, 35, 36, and 37 of the Library Building (the "Library 

Space"), for operation of the Helen Crocker Russell Library of Horticulture. SFBGS shall use 
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the Library Space for operation of a horticultural library open to the public during hours 

approved by RPO and educational seminars and fund raising events at other times. 

(iv) Horticultural space comprised of approximately 800 square feet of 

space in the existing main greenhouse, approximately 800 square feet of space in the main 

lath house, and approximately 80 square feet of space in the container growing grounds 

(collectively, the "Horticultural Premises"}, subject to adjustment from time to time by the City, 

in its reasonable discretion. SFBGS shall use the Horticultural Premises for propagation and 

sales of plants. 

(v) Approximately 50 square feet of storage space located in the room 

presently designated as Room 21 of the County Fair Building, and, subject to shared use by 

the City, sufficient space in the room presently designated as Room 14 of the County Fair 

Building for voice and data connections and a server closet (collectively, the "Storage and 

Utility Space"). SFBGS shall use the Storage and Utility Space for the storage of supplies and 

equipment incident to its operations. 

(vi) Upon the completion of the Nursery Project and acceptance of the 

improvements by RPO, the nursery (the "Nursery Premises") will be added to the leased 

premises, with a portion of the Nursery Premises for the exclusive use of SFBGS and a 

portion of the Nursery Premises available for shared used by SFBGS and RPO, as depicted 

on Exhibit B-3 to the Lease and Management Agreement. Following completion of the 

Nursery Project and demolition of the Horticultural Premises, SFBGS shall surrender the 

Horticultural Premises to the City, and the leased premises shall thereupon be comprised of 

the Office Space, the Visitor Orientation Center and Book Store, the Library Space, the 

Storage and Utility Space and the Nursery Premises. SFBGS shall use the Nursery Premises 

for observation, study, and community programs related to horticulture and natural resources 
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conservation, the propagation and sales of plants related thereto, and nursery administrative 

work areas. 

(vii) In addition to the foregoing, the leased premises may be used for 

educational and fundraising seminars, receptions, lectures, plant sales and other special 

events sponsored by SFBGS. The leased premises shall not be used for any other purpose. 

(3) SFBGS shall pay the City a base rent of $100 per year. 

(4) Fees paid by non-residents for admission to the Botanical Garden pursuant 

to Park Code Section 12.46 and Section 6.11 of the Lease and Management Agreement 

("Admission Receipts") shall be solely for the benefit of the Botanical Garden and shall be 

allocated and distributed pursuant to the terms of Article 7 of the Lease and Management 

Agreement and Exhibit E thereto. SFBGS shall collect Admission Receipts and remit them to 

the City. Such receipts shall be distributed on a monthly basis by RPO according to the 

following schedule: 

(i) Admission Receipts shall first be used to reimburse SFBGS for its 

approved "Authorized Collection Expenses" during such period. "Authorized Collection 

Expenses" means all costs and expenses incurred by SFBGS in connection with its collection 

of admission receipts, including personnel costs. "Authorized Collection Expenses" shall not 

include capital expenses, penalties, late charges or interest on any late payments, or taxes or 

other amounts withheld from wages or salaries which have not actually been paid by SFBGS 

during the month for which reimbursement is being made. 

(ii) Second, following the payment of the Authorized Collection Expenses 

specified in (i) above, remaining Admissions Receipts shall next be paid to RPO until RPO has 

received an aggregate amount of $250,000 per Fiscal Year, provided, however, that before 

the allocation is used for any other Botanical Garden purpose, RPO shall use such allocation 
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to fund three gardeners who are dedicated solely to the care and maintenance of the 

Botanical Garden. 

(iii) Third, any remaining Admissions Receipts shall next be paid to 

SFBGS until the remaining approved direct out-of-pocket expenses that were incurred by 

SFBGS during the first year of the non-resident admissions program ending June 30, 2011, 

have been reimbursed. 

(iv) Fourth, any remaining Admission Receipts shall next be paid to 

SFBGS until SFBGS has received an aggregate of $250,000 per fiscal year in addition to the 

reimbursement for Authorized Collection Expenses described in (i) above. SFBGS shall 

expend such admissions receipts for its costs and expenses for education, community 

outreach, public programs and other initiatives. 

(v) Finally, the balance of Admission Receipts shall be paid into the 

"Botanical Garden Improvement Fund," which will be maintained by the City and shall not be 

commingled with other City funds. Any interest accruing on the funds in the Botanical Garden 

Improvement Fund shall be added to the Botanical Garden Improvement Fund. Expenditures 

from the Botanical Garden Improvement Fund shall be used by the City only for the payment 

of costs and expenses for maintenance, renovation and improvement of the Botanical Garden 

and shall not be used for any other purpose unless the parties otherwise agree in writing. 

Expenditures from the Botanical Garden Improvement Fund are intended to enhance the 

Botanical Garden and not to replace traditional sources or levels of City funding. 

(5) Under Section 6.11 of the Lease and Management Agreement, SFBGS is 

not required to reimburse the City for the following nonresidents receiving free admission to 

the Botanical Garden subject to the Board of Supervisors' approval by ordinance: (i) SFBGS 

members, (ii) members of other botanical gardens participating with SFBGS in reciprocal 

member programs, and (iii) school group students, teachers or chaperones. The Botanical 
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1 Garden will also be open to the public, including non-residents, without charge everv morning 

2 between 7:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m., and all day, during its hours of operation. one day a month, 

3 plus Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day. 

4 A copy of the proposed Lease and Management Agreement is on file with the 

5 Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 130537 and is incorporated herein by reference. 

6 (g) Public Benefits. The Board finds that the proposed Lease and Management 

7 Agreement will have numerous public benefits, and will lessen the burden on the City in 

8 operating and maintaining the Botanical Garden and in providing public programming and 

9 education. 

1 O (h) Recreation and Park Commission Approval. Pursuant to San Francisco Charter, 

11 Article IX, Section 9.118, any lease of real property for a period of ten or more years, including 

12 options to renew, requires approval by the Board of Supervisors. On May 20, 2013, by 

13 Recreation and Park Commission Resolution No. 1305-11, a copy of which is on file with the 

14 Clerk of the Board in File No. 130537, the Recreation and Park Commission recommended 

15 that the Board of Supervisors approve the Lease and Management Agreement between the 

16 City and SFBGS. 

17 (i) Competitive Bidding Waiver. Pursuant to Chapter 23.33 of the Administrative Code, 

18 the Board finds that due to the unique nature of the SFBGS as an organization dedicated 

19 solely to supporting and promoting the Botanical Garden, competitive bidding the Lease and 

20 Management Agreement is impractical or infeasible. The Board further finds that the Lease 

21 and Management Agreement provides consideration in an amount not less than the fair 

22 market value of the leased premises because the monetary value of the services and 

23 functions that SFBGS will provide under the proposed Lease and Management Agreement 

24 exceeds the fair market value of the leased premises. A 2012 appraisal report prepared for 

25 
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1 the City by Clifford Advisory, LLC., a copy of which is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File 

2 No. 130537, estimated the fair market value ("FMV") of the initial leased premises, not 

3 including the new Nursery Premises, as $81,289 annually, and the FMV of the space to be 

4 utilized by the SFBGS within the proposed Nursery Premises, if the Nursery Premises are 

5 added to the leased premises, as $302,773 annually. The annual value of the services and 

6 support to the Botanical Garden to be provided by SFBGS under the Lease and Management 

7 Agreement is estimated to be $2, 163,000, which far exceeds the FMV for the leased premises 

8 even after the Nursery Premises are added to the leased premises, if applicable. SFBGS' 

9 support includes employing a professional curatorial staff to assist RPO in plant collection 

1 O development ($573,504), conducting youth education programming ($210,429), operating the 

11 Helen Crocker Russell Botanical Library ($196,412), and volunteer management, docent 

12 program, classes and public program ($189,351), and garden improvements ($283,264). 

13 Further, if SFBGS completes the Nursery Project, the estimated cost of which is 

14 approximately $14 million, then upon completion SFBGS will donate the Nursery Project to 

15 the City in accordance with Board of Supervisors Resolution 125-12 dated April 10, 2012. 

16 

17 Section 2. Environmental Findings. 

18 This Lease and Management Agreement authorizes the existing, ongoing operation 

19 and use of the San Francisco Botanical Garden at Strybing Arboretum by the San Francisco 

20 Botanical Garden Society. No change in use is proposed, and this lease would not be 

21 considered a project under the California Environmental Quality Act. As noted in Section 1, 

22 the previously approved Nursery Project, approved by the Recreation and Park Commission 

23 on March 15, 2012 by Resolution No. 1203-008, and by this Board on April 10, 2012 by 

24 Resolution No. 125-12, was analyzed in a Final Mitigated Negative Declaration ("FMND"), 

25 which was reviewed, considered, and adopted by both the Recreation and Park Commission 
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1 and this Board. By those same actions, the Recreation and Park Commission and this Board 

2 also adopted the Mitigation Measuring and Reporting Program ("MMRP") for the Nursery 

3 Project. Both the FMND and the MMRP are on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

4 in File No. 120288 and are incorporated herein by reference. 

5 

6 Section 3. Approval of Lease and Management Agreement and waiver of non-

7 resident entrance fee for specified persons/entities. 

8 (a) The Board of Supervisors hereby authorizes the General Manager of the 

9 Recreation and Park Department or his designee to execute and enter into the Lease and 

1 o Management Agreement with SFBGS in substantially the form filed with the Clerk of the 

11 Board of Supervisors in File No. 130537. 

12 (b) The Board of Supervisors waives the non-resident entrance fee in Park Code 

13 Section 12.46(d) for the following non-resident persons and entities as set forth in the Lease 

14 and Management Agreement filed with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 

15 130537: 1) school group students, teachers and chaperones, 2) SFBGS members, 3) 

16 members of other botanical gardens participating with SFBGS in reciprocal member 

17 programs, and 4) the general public, including non-residents, everv morning between 7:30 

18 a.m. and 9:00 a.m .. and all day. during its hours of operation. one day per month, and on 

19 Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year's Day. 

20 (c) The Board of Supervisors authorizes the General Manager to enter into additions, 

21 amendments, or other modifications to the Lease and Management Agreement (including, 

22 without limitation, preparation and attachment of, or charges to, any or all of the exhibits) that 

23 the General Manager, in consultation with the City Attorney, determines are in the best 

24 interest of the City, do not materially decrease the benefits of the Lease and Management 

25 Agreement to the City, do not materially increase the obligations or liabilities of the City, do 
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1 not authorize the performance of any activities without pursuing all required regulatory and 

2 environmental review and approvals, and are necessary or advisable to complete the 

3 transactions which the Lease and Management Agreement contemplate and effectuate the 

4 purpose and interest of this Ordinance, such determination to be conclusively evidenced by 

5 the execution and delivery by the General Manager of the Lease and Management 

6 Agreement and any such additions, amendments, or other modifications to those documents. 

7 

8 Section 4. Ratification of Prior Acts. 

9 All actions that City officers and employees have heretofore taken with respect to the 

1 O subject matter of this Ordinance and not inconsistent herewith are hereby approved, 

11 confirmed and ratified. 

12 

13 Section 5. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days from the 

14 date of passage. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

By: ~~1@1£4 '-·~ 
FRANCESCA GESSNER ==--
Deputy City Attorney 
n:\legana\as2013\ 1300486\00855101.doc 
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Ordinance 

File Number: 130537 Date Passed: July 23, 2013 

Ordinance approving and authorizing a Lease and Management Agreement between the City and the 
San Francisco Botanical Garden Society for the San Francisco Botanical Garden at Strybing 
Arboretum in Golden Gate Park, with an initial term of 10 years with two 10-year extension options; 
waiving the non-resident admission fee in Park Code, Section 12.46(d) for certain persons and entities 
as set forth in the Lease and Management Agreement; ratifying prior acts in connection with this 
Ordinance; and making environmental findings. 

June 20, 2013 Budget and Finance Committee - CONTINUED 

June 21, 2013 Budget and Finance Committee - AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE 
WHOLE BEARING SAME TITLE 

June 21, 2013 Budget and Finance Committee - RECOMMENDED AS AMENDED 

July 16, 2013 Board of Supervisors- PASSED ON FIRST READING 

Ayes: 8 - Breed, Chiu, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Tang, Wiener and Yee 

Noes: 3 - Avalos, Campos and Mar 

July 23, 2013 Board of Supervisors - Fl NALLY PASSED 

City and County of San Francisco 

Ayes: 8 - Breed, Chiu, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Tang, Wiener and Yee 

Noes: 3 - Avalos, Campos and Mar 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Ordinance was FINALLY PASSED on 
7/23/2013 by the Board of Supervisors of the 
City and County of San Francisco. 

Date Approved 

Printed at 2:23 pm on 7124113 



RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION 
City and County of San Francisco 

Resolution Number 2111-005 

GARDENS OF GOLDEN GATE PARK AGREEMENT- LEASE 
AMENDMENT 

RESOLVED, This Commission does recommend that the Board of Supervisors approve an 
amendment to the Lease and Management Agreement with the San Francisco Botanical Garden 
Society dated December 11, 2013, to expand the current agreement to include similar services 
for the Japanese Tea Garden and Conservatory of Flowers, substantially in the same form as the 
draft agreement dated November 4, 2021 but subject to deleting references to the COVID-19 
deficit and the use of City funds to pay said deficit. 

Adopted by the following vote 
Ayes 7 
Noes 0 
Absent 0 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution was 
adopted at the Recreation and Park Commission 
meeting held on November 18, 2021. 

Ashley Summers, Commission Liaison 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Alyse 
To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)
Cc: ChanStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff, [BOS]; MelgarStaff (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Walton,

Shamann (BOS); Haney, Matt (BOS); Mar, Gordon (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Ronen, Hillary; Stefani, Catherine
(BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Subject: File 21-1305, Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers
Date: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 11:50:31 AM

 
Dear Supervisor Walton,

I write to you in your capacity as President of the Board of Supervisors concerning legislation
that is coming before you next week that would relinquish control of the Japanese Tea Garden
and the Conservatory of Flowers in Golden Gate Park to the Botanical Society, who currently
have control over the Strybing Arboretum (now called the Botanical Gardens). I am strongly
opposed to this for the following reasons.

When I was a child, everything in Golden Gate Park was free, including the Conservatory of
Flowers, the Japanese Tea Garden, and the Strybing Arboretum. That was the only way my
working-class father was able to take his wife and four children to all of these places. There
are now fees for the Conservatory and the Tea Garden, and Arboretum is free to only those
who live in San Francisco (which is patently unfair).

The Botanical Society has indicated that they plan on raising fees on the above-mentioned
attractions once they assume control. What are now prohibitive fees for some will become
prohibitive for many more. An increase in fees will discourage people from visiting these
attractions, and those who live out of the city (like our next door neighbors in Daly City) are
not likely to come to the park at all.

I strongly support an elimination of all fees to each of these attractions, and this would include
everyone, no matter where they live. Please do not allow the complete opposite of this to
happen - an increase fees - by giving control to the Botanical Society.

Additionally, there has to be community outreach on these issues before anything can be
decided. I only learned about all of this today from a friend. The city should have disseminated
this information widely so everyone could weigh in on this matter. I suspect many would feel
as I do and support an elimination of all fees. Please allow the people most affected to have a
voice.

Sincerely,
Alyse Ceirante
District Four



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Mary McCutcheon
To: Haney, Matt (BOS); Mar, Gordon (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS)
Cc: Jalipa, Brent (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS)
Subject: Public comment supporting 2/2/2022 agenda items 211305 and 211295
Date: Wednesday, February 2, 2022 8:51:09 AM

 

Good morning  Supervisors Haney, Safar and Mar,

 

My name is Mary McCutcheon and I am a resident of the Richmond neighborhood, District 1 where I have lived
for over 40 years. 

I am writing to express my support for the proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305)
before you today.   

When the Covid pandemic spread to San Francisco nearly two years ago it was a frightening and isolating time for
us all.  As San Francisco shuttered offices, restaurants, theaters and museums our parks found safe ways to open to
the public and became places of refuge for myself and countless other San Francisco residents. 

I am a retired senior and live alone so exercise and companionship are essential for my physical and emotional well
being.  Words cannot express my gratitude to the Botanical Garden for providing a beautiful and safe place where I
could meet with friends.  When the pandemic became overwhelming my morning walks in the tranquility of
Japanese Tea Garden renewed my spirits.  Merging the three Gardens is a brilliant idea and can only enhance the
botanical experience of residents and visitors alike. 

I am a volunteer with Friends of the Japanese Tea Garden as well as a member of the Botanical Garden and plan to
continue to support the Gardens in the future.  That said, I strongly support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File
21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of
Flowers.  I believe this ordinance will provide San Francisco residents a new sense of pride and ownership of our
gardens.  I also support allowing dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees.  If you compare our Garden
fees with the Botanical or Japanese Garden fees of Brooklyn, Buffalo, Phoenix or Portland you will see they are far
below average.

Supporting these proposals is good for  San Francisco.

 

Thank you,

Mary McCutcheon
530 42nd Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94121

  



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Natasha Hopkinson
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS)
Cc: NATASHA Hopkinson; Vanessa Fajardo; SFBG
Subject: (File 21-1305) & (File 21-1295)
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 9:47:39 PM
Attachments: PastedGraphic-2.tiff

 

Dear Supervisors and the Budget and Finance Committee:

My name is Natasha Hopkinson and I live in the Richmond Neighborhood.  I am writing to
express my support for the proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-
1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to
operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers I also support the Mayor’s
proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the
Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing
for non-resident adult admission fees.

The Golden Gate Park has meant so much to my son and grandson as well as to me.  We want
it to thrive as it gives so much to people in search of a connection with nature here in our city.

Thank you,

NATASHA HOPKINSON
542 29th Ave
San Francisco, CA 94121
 917-407-1731
natashahopkinson@post.harvard.edu



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Nancy Rasmussen
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Budget & Finance Committee Meeting Feb 2 -- Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8:41:57 PM

 

Dear Mr. Jalipa

 

My name is Nancy Rasmussen and I live in the Sunset/Parkside Neighborhood. I support  the
proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the
Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea
Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers, in partnership with Recreation & Parks. I also
support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential
admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to
allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees.

These special places are living museums containing historic and iconic structures, as well as
extraordinary plant collections with significant conservation and educational value – they need
investment. Additionally, these gardens need more resources, not less, to support critical
infrastructure like pathways, irrigation, plantings, repairs, and upgrades.

  

Thank you,

Nancy C. Rasmussen 



From: Ann Tubbs
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Proposal for Botanical Garden
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8:32:47 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

The proposal to combine the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory with our wonderful Botanical Garden is a
no-brainer!  It makes sense in so many ways…..elimination of duplication, and creation of a VERY impressive
attraction for tourists and garden lovers from all over.  Gardens of Golden Gate Park….doesn’t that sound
impressive?!  Wouldn’t you want to go if you were visiting from London or Amsterdam….or Seattle….

Since I live in San Francisco (SOMA), naturally I support making entrance to the Tea Garden and Conservatory free
for residents.  I almost always take our out-of-town visitors to the Botanical Garden and am happy to treat them,
since I get in free by virtue of living here.

At the same time, it is obviously crucial that the gardens receive the funding they need.  Please support this proposal
and help it move forward.

Thanks!
Ann Tubbs



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Steve Pairman
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Non Resident Pricing at the Gardens
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8:15:55 PM

 

Dear Brent Jalipa of the Budget and Finance Committee,

My name is Steve Pairman and I live in the Richmond Neighborhood nearby to Golden Gate Park. I
am writing to express my support for proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File
21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate
the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. I also support the Mayor’s proposed
ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea
Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident
adult admission fees.  
 
The reason I support dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees is because

These gardens need more resources, not less, to support critical infrastructure like pathways,
irrigation, plantings, repairs, and upgrades. 

  
The Gardens are special places and living museums containing historic and iconic structures,
as well as extraordinary plant collections with significant conservation and educational value –
they need investment. 

The current non-resident admission pricing is low compared to botanical gardens across the
country, and does not provide the stable revenue the gardens require. 

  
Thank you,  

Steve Pairman
Local Resident
Firefighter Paramedic 



F om   
To Jal pa  B ent (BOS)
Subject Tea Ga den p vatizat on and Conse vato y cont ol t ansfe
Date Tuesday  eb ua y 1  2022 12 11 02 M
Impo ance High

This message is from outside he City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

No e to Brent Jalipa  Please post this letter in both F le 21-1305 and File 21-1295.  Also  please include the a tached image  if possible.

Thank you.

Dear Board of Super isors

As someone who is a d rect ne ghbor of the San Francisco Botan cal Garden Society for more than three decades  I am we l qualified to comment on the egregious proposed pri atization of the Tea Garden and transfer (originally proposed to be inst tuted with a m llion-dollar payment to Parks Alliance  the current pri ate business operator to co er a “deficit”) to th s “Society ” an
organization hat has been a horrific steward of Strybing Arboretum.

I strongly oppose agreement amendment (File 21-1305) hat allows he Botanical Garden Society  which  through an an i-democra ic process  has been g fted the 55 acres of Strybing Arboretum  to operate he Japanese Tea Garden and the Conser atory of Flowers. I also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (F le 21-1295) that would maintain discrimina ory admiss on fees for the
Japanese Tea Garden and the Conser atory of Flowers.

Particularly egregious are the plans to fleece working people for additional sums on weekends and special occas ons. “Working people” also ncludes those of us who will go to these three formerly publ c spaces with our guests. Ei her we pay or hey pay. Meanwhile  members of the San Francisco Botan cal Garden Society enter for free wi h heir guest. Many of these people do not
li e in San Francisco  so they would ordinarily be paying.

All entrance taxes need to be abol shed! The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society has more than $20 m llion n assets  and San Francisco has a budget of more than $12 b llion.

Charging makes neither economic nor social sense!

• Entry taxes gi e a bad impression to s tors  and isitors already ha e a bad impress on thanks to corporate media and bad go ernment policies.

• It is not fair for us to pay for guests  ha e to pro e residency  stand in a line (which  o herwise  would not exist) so that the San Francisco Botanical Garden Soc ety  an inst tut on con rolled by weal hy indi iduals  many of whom do not e en reside here  let alone li e n he Sunset  Haight or Richmond.

Despite their pretensions and fabricated sta istics  the entry taxes actually generate negati e ncome after expenses. The collection i self is expensi e  mill ons of taxpayer dollars ha e been spent on ticket booths  staff time  ad ertising  a $1.1 m llion-dollar fence and destroying lo ely gardens to create corporate e ent spaces and a new “nursery ” a gated complex built on the ruins of
classic gardens.

• The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society has operated secretly without communi y nput. A meeting complex with new nursery  strongly opposed by the Sierra Club  was ne er built. The taxpayer-funded sign rotted on the hi l before being trashed.
Ins ead  the “nursery” project was downsized and mo ed to an area where gardens had to be destroyed in order to build the new complex. This was all done without any public input.

• The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society pays a mere $100 per year for rent! Under his agreement  they will pay noth ng for e ents. They ha e used this pri ilege o hold $50 e ening piano concerts and similar functions geared towards wealthy people. The intent of pri atizing the Tea Garden and transferring otal control of the Conser atory to he San Francisco Botanical
Garden Society is to use them as stag ng areas for e ents that will prof t the Society.

Economies ha e nothing to do with it!

• Offering free entry to eterans does not make these three public spaces a “safe space” for eterans as callers to the Budget and Rules Commit ee claimed. I personally ha e heard from the late Alexander Siliezar  a disabled USMC eteran and Sal adoran immigrant who was raised in the Inner Sunset  about how the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society called the cops on him to
persecute him on numerous occasions.
Watch the ideos here

https /a anan url-protection.com/ 1/url?
o=h tps%3A//www.youtube com playlist%3Flist%3DPLlSImtQ7k1kjZju_HwRdyg glW3edpja&g=YzYxZWRiNzMyZTM5NzNlNA==&h=NTM3Njk2MmUzZWFhYzcxZWE2YzU3N2I2OWFiY2ZkMTllZDExN2VlZjVjMTc3ODNhYmFhNDU YjA3NTAxOTYyNw==&p=YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzpmYWJkNzBmYjViYzc2MDE3YjFjMTg0Zjk3YWNiY2U Zjp2MTpwOk =

The only way to make these formerly public areas safe and accessible to e eryone is to make entry free and expand entry hours from April to No ember.

ALSO  We need an aud t by Har ey Rose to show exactly what the flaws in this pr cing system and contractual language show. It s completely unfair to axpayers to hand o er hese two public spaces o pri ate interests w thout such a study.
As far as these two ordinances go  if you are not wi ling to reject th s amendment and ordinance  please consider the following changes if you wish to support social equity. All of these should be incorpora ed in the Lease Agreement

We need

• Regular community meetings (Inner Sunset residents and other concerned c tizens can attend). • Trustee Notes to be a ailable on their websi e. • Either free entrance to all or no surge pricing  and increased free entry days on weekends and af er  PM (when people can come).

Regard ng the new lease agreement   RECITALS 8  Section 6.7 Th s should be amended to ha e the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society pay all re enues from the en ry tolls  after collect on expenses. These should not include ad ertising (which t does currently).

There s no reason why he San Francisco Botanical Garden Society should not pay the same rates as anyone else for us ng public space. This s completely unfair and needs to be amended!

If hey keep the adm ssion re enues to use for their own purposes  then why they should e en bother calculat ng them?

10. Sect on 6 11  Clause (b) (iii)  which maintains hat the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society does not need to reimburse he City for the en ry of its members needs to either be deleted or amended so that the City recei es 0% of membership fees.  Otherwise  this is socially inequ table.

Clause (c) should be amended to read the Strybing Arboretum (and the other gardens) will be open w thout charge e ery day after  PM  Apr l through Oc ober  e ery Federal and C ty Official Holiday and e ery Sa urday or Sunday..e.g. once a weeke  27. Transit on Agreemen . No money should be paid from the San Franc sco Botanical Garden Soc ety to Parks A liance that would
otherwise go to the General Fund or RPD.
Those are all of my suggestions.

When streets and roads were closed o pro ide recreation during Co id  the San Francisco Botanical Garden Society remained gated for months. The likely reason? They could not figure out a way to safely open and collect money. Opening t up for free would ha e set a bad precedent.

People might ha e gotten used to t. Because  in San Francisco  the “ emporary” often becomes permanent. And we can’t ha e he go ernment pro ding ser ces “for free.” People might get used to t.
Thank you for your attention.

S ncerely
Harry S. Pariser
Inner Sunset





 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Matthew Dzadovsky
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: 2/2/22 Budget and Finance Committee - San Francisco Botanical Garden
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 7:10:33 PM

 
Dear Brent Jalipa of Budget and Finance Committee, 
  
My name is Matt Dzadovsky and I live in the Outer Sunset Neighborhood nearby to Golden Gate
Park. I am writing to express my support for proposed lease and management agreement
amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical
Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. I also support the
Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the
Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for
non-resident adult admission fees.  
 
The reason I support dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees is because these gardens
need more resources, not less, to support critical infrastructure like pathways, irrigation, plantings,
repairs, and upgrades. The Gardens are special places and living museums containing historic and
iconic structures, as well as extraordinary plant collections with significant conservation and
educational value – they need investment. The current non-resident admission pricing is low
compared to botanical gardens across the country, and does not provide the stable revenue the
gardens require. 
  
Thank you,

Matt Dzadovsky
SF Resident



From: Eva Monroe
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Cc: melgarstaff@sfgov.og
Subject: public comment/SFBG MOA amendment 2/2/22
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 5:07:34 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

Dear Brent Jalipa and Supervisor Myrna Melgar,

My name is Eva Monroe. I am a 40 year active resident of Forest Hill, SF and I am a long time resident of this
wonderful city - 55 years, not including college at USF. I have served the Botanical Garden as a Children’s Docent,
SFBG Board of Director and SFBGS Board of Directors Chairperson. Know and love this Garden, the Japanese Tea
garden and COF.

I am writing in support of tomorrow’s 2 important agenda items for the Budget and Finance Committee  - The
SFBG Memorandum of Agreement amendment for the SFBG Lease to add The Japanese Tea Garden and the
Conservatory of Flowers, and to make these two gardens free for all SF residents, codifying flex pricing to offset
lost revenue, allow a multi garden value ticket and generate more revenue for the critical Garden improvement fund.
Please vote to approve these two agenda items!

This is win-win situation for SF and its citizens and all potential visitors to these world class garden attractions in
Golden Gate Park.

These gardens/living museums -  deserve more resources, not less to support critical infrastructures like safe
pathways, careful irrigation, plantings, repairs and upgrades for the benefit of our visitors.

I want to keep our gardens accessible, safe and beautiful for my grandchildren and for generations to come!

Thank you for helping to move these initiatives forward!

Sincerely,

Eva Monroe.



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Patrick Collins
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Amendment to Lease Agreement for Botanical Garden
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 8:31:14 PM

 

Dear Clerk Jalipa,

 

I am a longtime homeowner in Bernal Heights, a donor to the SF Botanical Gardens and a
longtime supporter of our city parks.  I am writing to express my support for the proposed
lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden
Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the
Conservatory of Flowers, in partnership with Recreation & Parks. 

I also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential
admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to
allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees.

I will add that I recently went to the Tucson Botanical Garden and discovered that Tucson
Garden's fees for non-residents are much higher despite their garden being less than a tenth of
the size of the SF Garden.  

Best Regards, 

Patrick Collins 

132 Elsie St, San Francisco, CA 94110



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Monica Martin
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: SF Botanical Garden Society"s proposed lease and management agreement amendment
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 4:25:14 PM

 

Dear Clerk Jalipa,

My name is Monica Martin and I live in the Castro neighborhood. I am writing to express my support for
proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden
Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the
Conservatory of Flowers, in partnership with Recreation & Parks. I also support the Mayor’s proposed
ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden
and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission
fees.

These special places are living museums containing historic and iconic structures, as well as
extraordinary plant collections with significant conservation and educational value and they need
investment.

 

Thank you, 

Monica Martin
236 Collingwood St
San Francisco 94114



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Ruth Wilcox
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Resolution regarding the merging of SFBG, COF, and JTG/Free admission for SF residents and all vets and active

military/Continuation of Dynamic pricing
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 1:33:37 PM

 

Dear Brent,

I am a resident of San Francisco, living close to Golden Gate Park.  I am also a Children's
Walk Guide and Docent at the San Francisco Botanical Garden, and a member for 5 years of
the Board of Directors at SFBG.

My family members and I are frequent visitors to Golden Gate Park.  We enthusiastically
support the resolution that would merge the operations of the Conservatory of Flowers, The
Japanese Tea Garden, and the Conservatory of Flowers.  We also support the Mayor's
resolution that would make the JTG- and the COF free to San Francisco residents and for all
veterans and active military.  I also endorse the continuation of the flex pricing that has helped
support critical garden maintenance and improvement.  Living museums need updating, care,
and are affected by weather, and wear-and-tear from visitors.  The continuation of flex pricing
will help compensate for the loss of garden improvement revenue due to the expansion of free
admission.  Our admission prices at all 3 gardens are in the middle range or lower than other
public gardens across the country.

Thank you and the Supervisors for your consideration of these proposals.

Sincerely,
Ruth Wilcox



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted 
sources.

From: Denis Mosgofian
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Cc: ChanStaff (BOS); MandelmanStaff, [BOS]; MelgarStaff (BOS); Preston, Dean (BOS); Safai, Ahsha (BOS); Walton, 

Shamann (BOS); Haney, Matt (BOS); Mar, Gordon (BOS); Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Ronen, Hillary; Stefani, Catherine 
(BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS)

Subject: public comment on File 21-1305 & 21-1295
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 1:12:59 PM

 

Note to Brent Jalipa: Please post this letter in both File 21-1305 and File 21-1295.

I strongly oppose agreement amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden 
Society, which has been wrongly gifted the 55 acres of Strybing Arboretum, to operate the 
Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. This expands the privatization of parts 
of Golden Gate Park, or as Rec Park Commissioner Buell prefers and promotes, the “the site 
specific revenue generation” from our public spaces.  Private uber public.  

Moreover, this consolidation in private hands is most likely to result in expanding RPD 
Ginsburg’s institutionalized low wage non-benefitted workforce (kept below 20 hours/week) 
such as exists in the Strybing Arboretum & Botanical Garden and in post-2010 recreational 
programming.  

I support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would maintain no admission 
fees for San Francisco residents at the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers.

All fee revenue over and above the cost of care and maintenance of the various gardens and 
staff should go directly into the RPD maintenance funds or to the City’s General Fund.  

Consider also that no City workforce should be restricted and manipulated to working less 
than 20 hours a week so the City will not have to pay for benefits.  

Thank you,  

Denis Mosgofian
94122 
  



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Debbie Zambetti
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS); RonenStaff (BOS)
Subject: Gardens of Golden Gate Park
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 1:05:46 PM

 

Dear Mr. Jalipa and Supervisor Ronen,

 

My name is Debra Zambetti and I live in the Bernal Heights Neighborhood. I am writing to
express my support for the proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File
21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to
operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers, in partnership with
Recreation & Parks. I also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that
would eliminate residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the
Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult
admission fees.

 

Thank you,

Debra Zambetti



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: janesmalley1@juno.com
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); ChanStaff (BOS)
Subject: Botanical Garden File 21 and File 1295
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 1:55:46 PM

 

 Please post this letter in both File 21-1305 and File 21-1295
 
I strongly oppose agreement amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden
Society, which, through an anti-democratic process, has been gifted the 55 acres of Strybing
Arboretum, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. I also
support the Mayorâ€™s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would maintain
discriminatory admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers.
Jane Smalley

____________________________________________________________

Top News - Sponsored By Newser

Putin: West Has 'Ignored' Our Demands on Ukraine
Another 4.3M Quit Their Jobs, a Near-Record High
Ted Cruz Enters the Fray Over Supreme Court Pick



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Susan Hunter
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Support for gardens of golden gate park
Date: Tuesday, February 1, 2022 12:49:30 AM

 

Dear Mr Jalapa,

I live in Noe Valley (94114)and I am writing to express my support for proposed lease and
management agreement amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which
operates the Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of
Flowers. I also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate
residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and
continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees.
 
Thank you,
Susan Hunter
 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

2158 35th Avenue
415-272-8630

From: Jessa Barzelay
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Fwd: Support for proposed Lease and Management agreement amendment - SF Botanical Garden + dynamic

pricing
Date: Monday, January 31, 2022 10:18:56 PM

 

Dear Mr Jalipa, 

 

My name is Jessa Barzelay and I was born and raised in SF and have been an Outer Sunset
homeowner and voter for the last 12 years. I was also the Director of Learning and
Engagement at SF Botanical Garden for six years. While there, my two young children were
the beneficiaries of all the Garden, the Japanese Tea Garden, and the Conservatory of Flowers
had to offer. Indeed, my children, like most of our City's residents, have always linked the
three magical plant places in their hearts and minds. 

I am writing to express my support for the proposed lease and management agreement
amendment (File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the
Botanical Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers, in
partnership with Recreation & Parks. I also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-
1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the
Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult
admission fees. Having been a long-time senior staff member of the nonprofit running SFBG,
I know EXACTLY how critical admission funds were to support the beautiful collections
cherished by hundreds of thousands of visitors a year. This trifecta of centers that mean so
much to SF residents for their tranquility, biodiversity, and cultural richness deserve to be
united, free, and supported through dynamic pricing. 

 

Thank you,

Jessa Barzelay



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Sullivan, Mike
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers
Date: Monday, January 31, 2022 4:47:00 PM

 

Dear Clerk of the Board of Supervisors:
My name is Mike Sullivan, and I live in the Cole Valley neighborhood. I am writing to
express my support for proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File 21-
1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to
operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. I also support the
Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees
for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers.
Thank you.
 
Mike Sullivan

 
NOTICE TO RECIPIENT | This e-mail is meant for only the intended recipient of the transmission, and may be a
communication privileged by law. If you received this e-mail in error, any review, use, dissemination, distribution, or copying
of this e-mail is strictly prohibited. Please notify us immediately of the error by return e-mail and please delete this message
from your system. Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

For more information about Orrick, please visit http://www.orrick.com. 

In the course of our business relationship, we may collect, store and transfer information about you. Please see our privacy
policy at https://www.orrick.com/Privacy-Policy to learn about how we use this information.



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Betsy Johnsen
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS); Mar, Gordon (BOS)
Subject: Support for Botanical Garden Merger
Date: Monday, January 31, 2022 4:43:55 PM

 

Dear Supervisor Mar, 

My husband and I are longtime residents of the Outer Sunset. We are also longtime supporters
and members of the SF Botanical Garden, and I do volunteer work there every week. I talk to
the thousands of people who go there. They are from around the world and across the country.
And lots of them are city residents who treasure the garden in their daily lives.

We support the Mayor’s resolution to merge the management of the Conservatory of Flowers,
Japanese Tea Garden, and San Francisco Botanical Garden (File 21-1305). 

We also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate
residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and
continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees.

 

This will streamline the management and save money better used on necessary infrastructure,
and open up the experience to many more. 

Thank you,

Betsy Johnsen
Law Offices of Betsy Johnsen
Family Law & Mediation
Email: BetsyJohnsen@gmail.com



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Susan Salenger
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: San Francisco Botanical Garden
Date: Monday, January 31, 2022 2:45:03 PM

 

Dear Mr. Jalipa,

My name is Susan Salenger and I am a former SF city resident who loves
the Botanical Garden and who still visits all the time. I would like to go on record to
express my support for the proposed lease and management agreement amendment
(File 21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical
Garden, to operate the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers.
 
I also support the Mayor’s proposed ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate
residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of
Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident adult admission fees.

Thank You,
Sue Salenger

Susan Salenger, Author
Sidelined: How Women Manage & Mismanage Their Health
http://www.susansalenger.com



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Jane Scurich
To: Jalipa, Brent (BOS)
Subject: Gardens of Golden Gate Park
Date: Monday, January 31, 2022 9:08:44 AM

 

January 31,2022

San Francisco Budget and Finance Committee and Board of Supervisors

My name is Jane Scurich. From 2007 to 2017, I was employed as the Director of Development at the
Conservatory of Flowers (COF). For two years during the recession, I also served as the Director of
Major Gifts at the San Francisco Parks Trust (SFPT), now known as the Parks Alliance, which provided
me experience with both organizations. Although I retired in 2017, I have continued to support COF
as a member of the Advisory Council since 2018. As a member of the San Francisco Garden Club I
assisted in fundraising for the new plant nursery and the Celebration Garden.

Throughout my tenure at the COF, I encountered donor confusion due to the SFPT fiscal sponsorship
of COF. It was very difficult for donors to understand the relationship and appreciate the
philanthropic needs of COF. It is also very unusual for an organization as large and established as the
Conservatory to operate with a fiscal sponsor, a relationship usually created for a new nonprofit or a
small and very focused community organization.

During my years of service at COF, one topic that regularly arose from guest services at our staff
meetings involved visitors inquiring about a multi-use ticket to all the gardens in the park. The U.S.
Travel Association hosted their International Pow Wow in San Francisco sometime around 2010.
Prior to the event and during the convention, many travel consolidators inquired about one ticket to
visit all three gardens. The proposal before you for one ticket to visit the three gardens is an answer
to a long-asked question.

I would like to add my support for the proposed lease and management agreement amendment (File
21-1305) that allows the Botanical Garden Society, which operates the Botanical Garden, to operate
the Japanese Tea Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers. I also support the Mayor’s proposed
ordinance (File 21-1295) that would eliminate residential admission fees for the Japanese Tea
Garden and the Conservatory of Flowers and continue to allow dynamic pricing for non-resident
adult admission fees.  

As a frequent traveler (although now limited due to Covid) to national and international botanical
gardens and conservatories, I find the admission fees to our local gardens to be quite low. Some of
my favorite gardens have much higher admission: Atlanta BG is $22.95, NY BG $28, Brooklyn BG $18.
I do not think the combined ticket price for the three gardens would be a deterrent to non-resident
visitors.

This proposal offers so much for San Francisco: an opportunity to unite the three gardens under one
leadership, eliminate redundances, bring national and international attention to these world class
gardens, create a well-conceived case for support from major philanthropists, and offer free
admission to the majestic Conservatory and Tea Garden for San Francisco residents!

An advantage to the Rec & Parks Department is the streamlining of reporting and supervision.
Currently, the Director of the Conservatory and Botanical Garden, a Rec/Park employee, works
collaboratively with the Executive Director of the BG. At the Conservatory, The Director oversees the
horticultural employees of Rec/Park, and oversees development, event rental, guest services,
operations, volunteer, and education departments, responsibilities that will be managed by SFBG
Society.



Thank you for your consideration.

Jane Scurich, jscurich@gmail.com
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San Francisco Group, SF Bay Chapter 
Serving San Francisco County  
 
To:  Budget and Finance Committee, SF Board of Supervisors 
 
Date:  January 21, 2022 
 
Subject:  Questions regarding the Gardens of Golden Gate Park proposal (File No. 211305) 
 
As part of the Budget and Finance Committee deliberations, the Sierra Club SF Group would appreciate 
information on the following issues regarding the Gardens of Golden Gate Park proposal: 
 
1. Will the raise in out-of-town fees cover the cost of free admission for residents?  Please outline the 

projections for this.   If not, what is the estimated loss for the first year?  And also for subsequent 
years, once COVID is not a factor in people visiting San Francisco. 

 
2. A quick review of a past budget found online seemed to indicate that the Tea Garden brings in four 

times as much revenue as the Botanical Garden.   If this is the case, it seems that this lease is going 
to result in the Tea Garden paying for the Botanical Garden expenses.   The Botanical Garden Society 
took over the management of the SFBG with claims that it could raise funding for the SFBG.  Has 
that not been the case?  

 
3. Despite the Tea Garden bringing in considerably more revenue, the lease still reserves the first 

funding for the Botanical Garden.  There is no set-aside for the Tea Garden.  Why is that?  Shouldn't 
extensive funding be set aside for the Tea Garden? 

 
4. What kind of changes would the SFBG Society be able to make in the Tea Garden?  For instance, 

could they build new buildings in the Tea Garden, put up new advertising, change the plant palette?  
Would this lease allow the Botanical Garden Society to sublease the Tea House to a different entity of its 
choosing, such as Starbucks? 

 
5. The lease says that the Department of Recreation and Park can make additional changes to the lease 

after the Supervisors vote.  Do these changes have to go back to the Supervisors, or are they pre-
approved with this vote? 

 
6. The Tea Garden is valued for its beauty and as a place of quiet contemplation.  Will public be denied 

access to the Tea Garden due to private fundraising events?    Will there be a limit to the number of 
times a year that the Tea Garden could be closed off to the public? 

 
7. The original Botanic Garden lease is for 10 years, with the option for renewal -- that is a total of 20 

years.  Twenty years is a long time for valuable City parkland to be managed by an outside 
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organization.  With this new lease, will the 20 years be extended or will the lease continue to 
function under the original 20-year agreement? 

 
8. The pagoda in the Tea Garden is undergoing extensive and expensive renovation according to 

traditional building methods.  The Botanical Garden Society is not an expert in either Japanese style 
gardens or architecture.  How will the cultural and architectural integrity of the Japanese Tea 
Garden be preserved?  Will funding be siphoned off of projects such as the pagoda or other 
restorations?  Will voting positions be reserved on the SFBG Society Board for representatives of 
Japanese Culture and experts in Japanese gardens and architecture? 

 
9. Exhibit E 1 d.  states that : 

"Expenditures from the Gardens of Golden Gate Park Improvement Fund will be used by City and 
SFBGS only for the payment of costs and expenses for maintenance, renovation and 
improvement of the Gardens of Golden Gate Park and will not be used for any other purpose 
unless the Parties otherwise agree in writing.  Expenditures from the Gardens of Golden Gate 
Park Improvement Fund are intended to enhance the Gardens of Golden Gate Park and not to 
replace traditional sources or levels of City funding.  Expenditures from the Gardens of Golden 
Gate Park Improvement Fund must be agreed upon by the Garden Director after consultation 
with the Executive Director and are subject to approval by the General Manager. " 

The proposal to combine management for the Gardens of Golden Gate Park is presented as 
solely to benefit those gardens.  However, the above provision seems to allow the Recreation 
and Park Department to divert funds to other projects or uses without any public or BOS 
oversight.      
 

Thank you for considering these questions. 
 

Becky Evans 
 
Becky Evans 
Chair, Executive Committee 
 
  



Mrs. J. Paul Woollomes 
248 Park Lane 

Atherton, CA 94027 
 
 
 
 

 
January 25, 2022 
 
Budget & Finance Committee 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Committee Meeting January 26 
10:30am 
 
Dear Budget & Finance Committee, 
 
I have volunteered at the Conservatory of Flowers in the San Francisco Botanical Garden for many years. I have helped 
with development and now serve on the Conservatory of Flowers Advisory Council. I have seen first-hand the importance 
of the Conservatory of Flowers to the Bay Area visitors, especially children and to the many visitors from around the world. 
You could say that it is the iconic “face” of the San Francisco Botanical Gardens.  
 
The previous Director of the Botanical Garden, Matthew Stevens envisioned combining the Japanese Tea Garden, the 
Conservatory of Flowers, and the Botanical Garden. He worked toward that goal for several years. The three gardens are 
within walking distance of each other. Combining them under one umbrella would improve efficiencies and San Francisco 
would have one of the top gardens in the country. A merge would eliminate redundancies while allowing enhanced, 
combined educational and cultural experiences. Additionally, I believe, the three gardens together would also encourage 
greater philanthropic support for capital improvements for each garden.  
 
I understand that fees would be eliminated for San Francisco residents. Needless to say, the combined gardens will need 
maintenance and enhancement funds. This could be done through Flex pricing for nonresident adult admissions only. It 
would not impact nonresident children, youth, or senior tickets.  
 
I strongly support combining the Conservatory of Flowers, The Japanese Tea Garden, and the Botanical Garden. (The 
Gardens of Golden Gate Park.) I also support flex pricing as a practical way to help fund the care and enrichment of the 
gardens. I hope that you will look kindly on the proposals. 
 
Thank you, 

 
Martha Woollomes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




