From: Sarah Xu

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Eddie Ahn; Tan Chow; Board of Supervisors, (BOS); list.lew@sfgov.org
Subject: Letter in Support of Portsmouth Square Improvement Project

Date: Thursday, April 7, 2022 1:25:57 PM

Attachments: Letter in Support of Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton,

Attached to this email, you will find Brightline Defense Project's ("Brightline") letter in
support of the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Best Wishes,

Sarah Xu

she/her/hers

Policy Associate

Brightline Defense Project
www.brightlinedefense.org
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Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org

April 7, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement [File No. 2220327]

Dear President Walton,

Brightline Defense Project (“Brightline”) strongly supports the removal of the private pedestrian
bridge over Kearny Street and the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project. Brightline is an
environmental justice nonprofit working to empower communities and build sustainable
environments. Brightline works with San Francisco Chinatown community organizations on air
quality concerns, food insecurity, parks and green space, SRO resident needs, language access,
and workforce development. We believe greater resources are needed for San Francisco
Chinatown residents to further environmental justice especially as catastrophic climate events
will disproportionately impact our most vulnerable communities.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is important for the Chinatown community’s
access to green space and for building community resilience. Additionally, this project is created
by, supported by, and designed for residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. As a
densely populated neighborhood, Portsmouth Square is critical green space to the community
and often dubbed the “living room” of Chinatown. The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project
will open up additional outdoor and indoor community space and create a necessary resiliency
center for Chinatown. The removal of the bridge in the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project
will open up significant green space and provide space for community services such as respite
from extreme weather and air quality conditions.

The Chinatown community has created this vision for Portsmouth Square through extensive
community engagement and public workshops over eight years and public workshops hosted by
the San Francisco Recreation and Park Department. The Chinatown community overwhelmingly
supported a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the private pedestrian bridge over
Kearny Street.





Brightline strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project for the benefit of
Chinatown residents and strongly requests the Board of Supervisors to revoke the Street
Encroachment Agreement.

Signed,

S

Eddie Ahn, Executive Director

/

7/

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - list.lew(@sfgov.org)




mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org

mailto:list.lew@sfgov.org
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President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
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City Hall
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Brightline strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project for the benefit of
Chinatown residents and strongly requests the Board of Supervisors to revoke the Street
Encroachment Agreement.

Signed,

S

Eddie Ahn, Executive Director

/

7/

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - list.lew(@sfgov.org)
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From: Tammy Hung

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS); angela.cavillo@sfgov.org
Subject: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement: File No 220327
Date: Friday, April 8, 2022 11:06:01 AM

Attachments: CCDC Letter in Support of Revocation of Encroachment Agreement.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Please see attached letter in support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement from
Chinatown Community Development Center.

Regards,

Tammy Hung

Deputy Director of Programs

Chinatown Community Development Center

Sent from Mail for Windows
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April 8, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re:  Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton,

Chinatown Community Development Center (CCDC) strongly supports the revocation of the
Street Encroachment Agreement and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny
Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny
Street Bridge”™).

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use studies, planning
and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.
The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission
and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously approved an Environmental Impact
Report and the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room of Chinatown.” Chinatown is the
most densely populated area west of Manhattan and has one of the lowest opens space per capita
in the City as well as one the highest poverty rates in the City. Many of the Chinatown residents
are elderly and live in 10’ x 10’ single-room occupancy units and in very cramped living
conditions without a family room or living room or outdoor space. These residents rely on
Portsmouth Square and the few other parks to be their living room and opportunity to be
outdoors.

The revocation of the Street Encroachment Agreement will expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional
outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community facility will be a
necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme
cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food

Properties professionally managed by Chinatown Community Development Center do not discriminate based on race, color, creed,
( religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, handicap, ancestry, medical condition, physical handicap, veteran status, sexual

orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), mental disability, marital status, source of income, or any other arbitrary status. e
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delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown. The revocation of the
Street Encroachment Agreement and removal of the Private Kearny Street Bridge will realize the
new vision for Portsmouth Square.

CCDC strongly requests the Board of Supervisors to revoke the Street Encroachment

Agreement. It is time for a new Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square
Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Tammy Hung

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email)

Properties professionally managed by Chinatown Community Development Center do not discriminate based on race, color, creed,
( religion, sex, national origin, age, familial status, handicap, ancestry, medical condition, physical handicap, veteran status, sexual
orientation, AIDS, AIDS related condition (ARC), mental disability, marital status, source of income, or any other arbitrary status. oL it






~ |
‘ 1525 Grant Avenue
| San Francisco, CA 94133

TEL 415.984.1450

Chinatown Community FAX 415.362.7992
Development Center TTY 415.984.9910
#E i oo www.chinatowncdc.org

April 8, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
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Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327
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delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown. The revocation of the
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From: Michelle Zhao

To: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
Subject: Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Date: Friday, April 8, 2022 1:42:58 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Apologies, the previous email address used for the BOS was incorrect.

On Fri, Apr 8, 2022 at 1:33 PM Michelle Zhao <michelle.zhao@cpasf.org> wrote:
Hello President Walton and Clerk Cavillo,

On behalf of the Chinese Progressive Association (CPA), please see the attached
Organizational Letter in Support of the Revocation of the Street Encroachment Agreement

Sincerely,

pronouns: she, her

Chinese Progressive Association | # A &
(415) 391-6986 x 120

pronouns: she, her
Chinese Progressive Association | # A &
(415) 391-6986 x 120
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From: Dennis Hong

To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Breed. Mayor London (MYR)
Subject: Portsmouth Sq pedestrian Bridge BoS mtg 4.12.202
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 9:52:49 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Good evening Mr. Peskin, and honorable members of the Board of Supes, Dennis
here. Its Tuesday the 12th. | hope you are doing fine. Another nice job with today's
meeting and reports. My after meeting rambling thoughts, Food for thought, | did not
see the SFPublic works cost in detail. Did it also cover the restoration cost to restore
the of the work needed to the Hotel after if completes the job. | do recall that
requirement for linking that bridge. A lot of good points. As usual, you did your home
work and came prepared.

all the best,
Dennis


mailto:dennisjames888@yahoo.com
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From: Peskin, Aaron (BOS)

To: Dennis Hong; Board of Supervisors. (BOS); Breed, Mayor London (MYR)
Subject: Re: Portsmouth Sq pedestrian Bridge BoS mtg 4.12.202
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 9:57:23 PM

Thanks! The breakdown of costsisin the file for the item and can be accessed on the Board's
website under the agenda item.
Aaron

From: Dennis Hong <dennisjames888@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 9:52:20 PM

To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
<board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>; Breed, Mayor London (MYR) <mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org>
Subject: Portsmouth Sqg pedestrian Bridge BoS mtg 4.12.202

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments
from untrusted sources.

Good evening Mr. Peskin, and honorable members of the Board of Supes, Dennis
here. Its Tuesday the 12th. | hope you are doing fine. Another nice job with today's
meeting and reports. My after meeting rambling thoughts, Food for thought, | did not
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all the best,
Dennis
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From: Dennis Hong

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Breed. Mayor London (MYR); Peskin, Aaron (BOS)
Subject: Re: Portsmouth Sq pedestrian Bridge BoS mtg 4.12.202
Date: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 10:21:22 AM

Good morning Mr. Peskin, thanks again for your all 2quick response here. Will try to
access this doc. As a retired construction project manger simple things like this fall
thru the crack and soon balloon to a major Change Order with$$$$.

Best,
Dennis

On Tuesday, April 12, 2022, 09:57:37 PM PDT, Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org> wrote:

Thanks! The breakdown of costs is in the file for the item and can be accessed on the Board’s website
under the agenda item.
Aaron

From: Dennis Hong <dennisjames888@yahoo.com>

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 9:52:20 PM

To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Board of Supervisors, (BOS)
<board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>; Breed, Mayor London (MYR) <mayorlondonbreed @sfgov.org>
Subject: Portsmouth Sqg pedestrian Bridge BoS mtg 4.12.202

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or
attachments from untrusted sources.

Good evening Mr. Peskin, and honorable members of the Board of Supes, Dennis
here. Its Tuesday the 12th. | hope you are doing fine. Another nice job with today's
meeting and reports. My after meeting rambling thoughts, Food for thought, | did not
see the SFPublic works cost in detail. Did it also cover the restoration cost to restore
the of the work needed to the Hotel after if completes the job. | do recall that
requirement for linking that bridge. A lot of good points. As usual, you did your home
work and came prepared.

all the best,
Dennis
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From: Justin Hoover

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS); alow@perkinscoie.com
Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)
Subject: Pedestrian Bridge

Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 5:17:16 PM
Attachments: CHINESE.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments
from untrusted sources.

Dear President Walton and members of the Board of Supervisors,

Attached here is our letter pertaining to the issue of the pedestrian bridge. We support its
removal.

Please let me know if you have any questions. Many thanks for being receptive to our remarks
and recommendations.

Best regards,

Justin

Best regards,

Justin Charles Hoover
Executive Director
CHSA

415.425.1647 (m)

WE ARE BRUCE LEE
Opening Saturday, April 23, 2022
Become a member today visit CHSA.org
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CHINESE
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY of
AMERICA

April 11, 2022

VIA E-MAIL: shamann.walton@sfgov.org

The Honorable Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors

City Hall, Room 250

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
File No.: 220327
Hearing Date: April 12,2022, 3:00 PM

Dear President Walton:

The Chinese Historical Society of America (“CHSA”) supports the removal of the private
pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Bridge”). Founded in 1963, CHSA is the oldest organization in
the United States dedicated to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social,
cultural, and political history and contributions of the Chinese in America.

As you may know, the early Chinese in San Francisco called Portsmouth Square “’Fah Yuen
Gok”(fEE ) or the “park corner,” a name the community still uses today. The square was the
center for the City’s earliest public celebrations and ceremonies. On August 28, 1850, two
prominent members of the Chinese community, Norman Asing and A-He, led the Chinese
residents to the square in front of the old Mexican Customs House for a special public
ceremony welcoming them to the City with then-Mayor John Gary, Reverend Albert Williams,
and other representatives of the City. Since that day, Chinatown’s residents have relied on
Portsmouth Square as a public refuge and relief from overcrowded living conditions. For many
decades, the square has served as their only access to open space and meeting space and as, in
effect, Chinatown’s living room.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project (the “Project”) was created and supported by
residents and park users for the benefit of the entire Chinatown community. The Project will
provide more than 20,000 square feet of additional useable outdoor space and 8,000 square
feet of indoor community space. It represents a new vision for Portsmouth Square, as the

rning nter ® 965 Clay Streel ® San Francisca, CA 94108 e (415) 3911188 * www chsa org

CHSA 18 a 501(c)(3) non-profit operating under Faderal Tax ID #94-6 122446






Re: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
April 11, 2022
Page 2

improvements are crucial to the provision of a community facility for residents and
neighborhood revitalization.

Itis our understanding that no fewer than three city commissions unanimously approved the
Project’s vision after an extensive, robust, and multi-year public outreach effort . However,
that vision -- supported by an overwhelming majority of community stakeholders — excludes
the Private Bridge. The time has come to recognize the improvidence of the encroachment
agreement and reclaim the square’s precious space for the community.

We urge you and your colleagues to revoke the above-referenced Street Encroachment
Agreement as expeditiously as possible. Thank you.

Very Truly Yours,

A

TORICAL SOCIETY OFE AMERICA

Justd /r /

ExecutiVe Director

CHINESE

cc:
Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Bridge”). Founded in 1963, CHSA is the oldest organization in
the United States dedicated to the interpretation, promotion, and preservation of the social,
cultural, and political history and contributions of the Chinese in America.

As you may know, the early Chinese in San Francisco called Portsmouth Square “’Fah Yuen
Gok”(fEE ) or the “park corner,” a name the community still uses today. The square was the
center for the City’s earliest public celebrations and ceremonies. On August 28, 1850, two
prominent members of the Chinese community, Norman Asing and A-He, led the Chinese
residents to the square in front of the old Mexican Customs House for a special public
ceremony welcoming them to the City with then-Mayor John Gary, Reverend Albert Williams,
and other representatives of the City. Since that day, Chinatown’s residents have relied on
Portsmouth Square as a public refuge and relief from overcrowded living conditions. For many
decades, the square has served as their only access to open space and meeting space and as, in
effect, Chinatown’s living room.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project (the “Project”) was created and supported by
residents and park users for the benefit of the entire Chinatown community. The Project will
provide more than 20,000 square feet of additional useable outdoor space and 8,000 square
feet of indoor community space. It represents a new vision for Portsmouth Square, as the

rning nter ® 965 Clay Streel ® San Francisca, CA 94108 e (415) 3911188 * www chsa org
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Re: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
April 11, 2022
Page 2

improvements are crucial to the provision of a community facility for residents and
neighborhood revitalization.

Itis our understanding that no fewer than three city commissions unanimously approved the
Project’s vision after an extensive, robust, and multi-year public outreach effort . However,
that vision -- supported by an overwhelming majority of community stakeholders — excludes
the Private Bridge. The time has come to recognize the improvidence of the encroachment
agreement and reclaim the square’s precious space for the community.

We urge you and your colleagues to revoke the above-referenced Street Encroachment
Agreement as expeditiously as possible. Thank you.

Very Truly Yours,

A

TORICAL SOCIETY OFE AMERICA

Justd /r /

ExecutiVe Director

CHINESE

cc:
Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)




From: jenny.bach@apicouncil.org on behalf of Cally Wong

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS); Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)
Subject: API Council Letter of Support: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement

Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 1:32:54 PM

Attachments: 4_12_2022Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Aareement.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Hello,

Please see the attached API Council of San Francisco's letter of support for the Revocation of
Street Encroachment Agreement.

Best,
Caly

Cally Wong
Executive Director
API Council
415-254-3528

www.apicouncil.org
2]

NOTICE: The information and any attachments contained in this message may be privileged, confidential,
and/or protected from disclosure or unauthorized use. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify API Council immediately by
replying to this message and then deleting it. All emails sent to this address will be received by API
Council one of its subsidiaries/affiliates and may be archived or reviewed. apicouncil.org accepts no
liability for any loss or damage arising from this email, any virus transmitted, or its attachments.
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Proudly consists of:

APA Family Support Services

APA Heritage Foundation

API Legal Outreach

ASIAN, Inc.

Asian & Pacific Islander Wellness Center
Asian Pacific American Community Center
Asian Pacific Islander Cultural Center
Asian Law Caucus, Inc.

Asian Neighborhood Design, Inc.
Bayanihan Equity Center

Be Chinatown

Bill Sorro Housing Program

Brightline Defense Project

Center for Asian American Media

Charity Cultural Services Center
Chinatown Community Children’s Center
Chinatown Community Development Center
Chinatown Rotary Club

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco
Chinese for Affirmative Action

Chinese Historical Society of America
Chinese Newcomers Service Center
Chinese Progressive Association
Community Youth Center

Donaldina Cameron House

Filipina Women’s Network

Filipino American Development Foundation
Filipino Community Center

First Voice

Gum Moon/Asian Women Resources Center
Japanese American Citizens League of SF
Japanese Community Youth Council
Japantown Community Benefit District
Japantown Task Force

Kai Ming Head Start

Kimochi, Inc.

Kultivate Labs

Manilatown Heritage Foundation

National Japanese American Historical Society

NICOS Chinese Health Coalition
Nihonmachi Street Fair

Northeast Community Credit Union
Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival
North East Medical Services

Richmond Area Multi-Services

Samoan Community Development Center
Self-Help for the Elderly

SF Hep B Free

SOMA Pilipinas

South of Market Community Action Network
Southeast Asian Community Center
Southeast Asian Development Center

The YMCA of San Francisco- Chinatown
Visitacion Valley Asian Alliance

West Bay Pilipino Multi-Service, Inc.

Wu Yee Children’s Services

April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
City Hall

Legislative Chamber, Room 250
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment
Agreement

Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President \Walton,

The Asian and Pacific Islander Council of San Francisco (API
Council) strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over
Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of
Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth
Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and
as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by,
supported by, and designed for residents, park users, and the
Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco
Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a
period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority
support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation
Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and
Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand
access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities.
The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional outdoor
space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community
facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown.





Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a
place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central
place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for
Chinatown and will be an integral community facility for residents
and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment
Agreement. It is time for the new vision for Portsmouth Square
and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Sincerely,
Cally Wong
API Council Director
ccC:
Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)
Lisa Lew

Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
City Hall

Legislative Chamber, Room 250
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment
Agreement

Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton,

The Asian and Pacific Islander Council of San Francisco (API
Council) strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over
Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of
Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth
Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and
as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by,
supported by, and designed for residents, park users, and the
Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco
Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a
period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority
support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation
Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and
Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand
access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities.
The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional outdoor
space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community
facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown.



Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a
place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central
place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for
Chinatown and will be an integral community facility for residents
and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment
Agreement. It is time for the new vision for Portsmouth Square
and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Sincerely,
Cally Wong
API Council Director
ccC:
Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)
Lisa Lew

Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)



From: Annie Lee

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS); Carly Finkle

Subject: CAA"s Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 1:16:54 PM

Attachments: CAA-Portsmouth Square Letter 2022.04.12.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton,
Attached please find aletter from Chinese for Affirmative Action. Thank you.

Best regards,
Annie Lee

Annie Lee Esq. | ZSERER
Chinese for Affirmative Action

Director of Policy

=

she/her/i

alee@caasf.or

CAA has multiple open positions._Apply now!
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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102
shamann.walton@sfgov.org

Re:  Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton:

Chinese for Affirmative Action strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project
and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton
Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and the
community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions
and as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use studies, planning
and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.
The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission,
and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.

17 WALTER U. LUM PLACE | SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94108
T 415.274.6750 | F 415.397.0070 | INFO@CAASF.ORG | CAASF.ORG





The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional
outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community facility will be a
necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme
cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food
delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revocation of the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square, and we urge the City to build the Portsmouth Square Improvement

Project.

Sincerely,

Vincent Pan
cc:
Angela Calvillo

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102
shamann.walton@sfgov.org

Re:  Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton:

Chinese for Affirmative Action strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project
and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton
Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and the
community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions
and as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use studies, planning
and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.
The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission,
and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.
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The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional
outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community facility will be a
necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme
cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food
delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revocation of the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square, and we urge the City to build the Portsmouth Square Improvement

Project.

Sincerely,

Vincent Pan
cc:
Angela Calvillo

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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From: Angulo. Sunny (BOS)

To: Lew, Lisa (BOS)

Cc: Peskin, Aaron (BOS)

Subject: Fwd: API Council Letter of Support: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Date: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 12:34:50 PM

Attachments: 4 12 2022l etter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement.pdf

Not sureif Clerk also received...

From: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 12:33 PM

To: Angulo, Sunny (BOS) <sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>

Subject: Fwd: API Council Letter of Support: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement

From: jenny.bach@apicouncil.org <jenny.bach@apicouncil.org> on behalf of Cally Wong
<cally.wong@apicouncil.org>

Sent: Tuesday, April 12, 2022 12:31:49 PM

To: Commission, Recpark (REC) <recpark.commission@sfgov.org>; Summers, Ashley (REC)
<ashley.summers@sfgov.org>

Cc: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Ginsburg, Phil (REC) <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>;
Tan Chow <Tandchow@gmail.com>

Subject: API Council Letter of Support: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments
from untrusted sources.

Hello,

Please see the attached API Council of San Francisco's letter of support for the Revocation of
Street Encroachment Agreement.

Best,
Caly

Cally Wong
Executive Director
API Council
415-254-3528
www.apicouncil.org
B

=

NOTICE: The information and any attachments contained in this message may be privileged, confidential,
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April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
City Hall

Legislative Chamber, Room 250
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment
Agreement

Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President \Walton,

The Asian and Pacific Islander Council of San Francisco (API
Council) strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over
Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of
Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth
Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and
as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by,
supported by, and designed for residents, park users, and the
Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco
Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a
period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority
support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation
Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and
Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand
access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities.
The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional outdoor
space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community
facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown.





Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a
place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central
place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for
Chinatown and will be an integral community facility for residents
and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment
Agreement. It is time for the new vision for Portsmouth Square
and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Sincerely,
Cally Wong
API Council Director
ccC:
Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)
Lisa Lew

Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)






and/or protected from disclosure or unauthorized use. If the reader of this message is not the intended
recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify API Council immediately by
replying to this message and then deleting it. All emails sent to this address will be received by API
Council one of its subsidiaries/affiliates and may be archived or reviewed. apicouncil.org accepts no
liability for any loss or damage arising from this email, any virus transmitted, or its attachments.
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Chinatown Community Children’s Center
Chinatown Community Development Center
Chinatown Rotary Club

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco
Chinese for Affirmative Action

Chinese Historical Society of America
Chinese Newcomers Service Center
Chinese Progressive Association
Community Youth Center

Donaldina Cameron House

Filipina Women’s Network

Filipino American Development Foundation
Filipino Community Center

First Voice

Gum Moon/Asian Women Resources Center
Japanese American Citizens League of SF
Japanese Community Youth Council
Japantown Community Benefit District
Japantown Task Force

Kai Ming Head Start

Kimochi, Inc.

Kultivate Labs

Manilatown Heritage Foundation

National Japanese American Historical Society

NICOS Chinese Health Coalition
Nihonmachi Street Fair

Northeast Community Credit Union
Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival
North East Medical Services

Richmond Area Multi-Services

Samoan Community Development Center
Self-Help for the Elderly

SF Hep B Free

SOMA Pilipinas

South of Market Community Action Network
Southeast Asian Community Center
Southeast Asian Development Center

The YMCA of San Francisco- Chinatown
Visitacion Valley Asian Alliance

West Bay Pilipino Multi-Service, Inc.

Wu Yee Children’s Services

April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
City Hall

Legislative Chamber, Room 250
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment
Agreement

Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton,

The Asian and Pacific Islander Council of San Francisco (API
Council) strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over
Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of
Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth
Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and
as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by,
supported by, and designed for residents, park users, and the
Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco
Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a
period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority
support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation
Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and
Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand
access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities.
The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional outdoor
space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community
facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown.



Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a
place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central
place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for
Chinatown and will be an integral community facility for residents
and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment
Agreement. It is time for the new vision for Portsmouth Square
and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Sincerely,
Cally Wong
API Council Director
ccC:
Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)
Lisa Lew

Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)



From: Kitty Fong

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)

Subject: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement

Date: Monday, April 11, 2022 12:22:29 AM

Attachments: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Improvement Agreement RPDC.docx

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Honorable President Walton,

Attached, please find our letter in support of the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and
the removal of the bridge. We appreciate your time and consideration of our request.

Sincerely,
Kitty Fong

President
Rose Pak Democratic Club


mailto:kitty@rosepakdemclub.org
mailto:shamann.walton@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:lisa.lew@sfgov.org
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Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org



April 12, 2022



President Shamann Walton

President

Board of Supervisors

Legislative Chamber, Room 250

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, California 94102



Re:	Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement

	Hearing Date:			April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM

	File No.: 			220327

		

Dear President Walton

 

The Rose Pak Democratic Club (RPDC) strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).   



Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown.  Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and as their only access to open space and meeting space.



The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for residents, park users, and the Chinatown community.  This vision is the result of over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use studies, planning and design.  The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.  The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.



The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities.   The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community space.  The community facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown.  Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.  



The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown. 



We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement.  It is time for the new vision for Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.



Very Truly Yours,



Kitty Fong

President



Jeremy Lee

Vice President











cc:	



	Angela Calvillo

	Clerk of the Board of Supervisors

	(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)



	Lisa Lew

	Office of the Clerk of the Board

	(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org
April 12, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re:  Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton

The Rose Pak Democratic Club (RPDC) strongly supports the Portsmouth Square
Improvement Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street
connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street
Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and the
community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions
and as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use studies, planning
and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach
with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.
The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the
Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission,
and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project.

156389677.1
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April 12, 2022

Page 2

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional
outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community facility will be a
necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme
cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food
delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Kitty Fong
President

Jeremy Lee
Vice President

CC.

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)

156389677.1
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“This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.
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From. Tan Chow

To: Walton. Shamann (B0S): Calvillo. Angela (BOS): Board of Supervisors. (BOS): Lew. Lisa (B0S)
ce: myeung@chinatownede org; Allan Low
Subject: Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement: File No 220327 +~* Portsmouth Square Improvement Project*+*

Monday, Aprl 11, 2022 5:53:42 PM

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources,

Dear Board of Supervisors President Shamann Walton, Supervisors, Angela, Lisa:

Thank you for your hardwork on the BOS and supports for Americas’ oldest and best Chinatown!
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Committee for Better Parks & Recreation in Chinatown

Chinatown Community Development Center



From: tkohler@cmacsf.com

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)

Subject: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement, File No.:220327

Date: Monday, April 11, 2022 2:54:35 PM

Attachments: 20220411 Letter of Support to demolish Bridge Potrsmouth Square to SF Supervisors.pdf
Importance: High

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton,

On behalf of the Interim Executive Director of the Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative
we would like to submit

this letter of support to remove the pedestrian bridge at Portsmouth Square.

With our best regards,

Tom Kohler
Director of Operations and Administration


mailto:tkohler@cmacsf.com
mailto:shamann.walton@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:lisa.lew@sfgov.org
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Chinatown Media & Arts Collaborative | San Francisco

April 10, 2022

President Shamann Walton

President

Board of Supervisors

Legislative Chamber, Room 250

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, California 94102

Via Email: shamann.walton@sfgov.org

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.:220327

Dear President Walton,

The Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative (CMAC) strongly supports the
Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and the removal of

the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial
District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”). The
removal of the Bridge will enable the expansion of the much-needed open space
in a neighborhood where open space is a fraction of other communities.

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of

Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth Square as their
backyard from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and as their only access to
open space.

The overwhelming majority of our community support a vision for Portsmouth
Square that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic
Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and
Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project. The Portsmouth
Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of
over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco Recreation and
Park Department conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five
(5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to
useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide
over 20,000 useable additional outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community
space. The community facility will be a necessary resiliency center for
Chinatown.

800 Grant Avenue | San Francisco, CA | 94108





Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during
days of poor air quality, a central place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new vision for
Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,
_—
M S-. Jj‘;/

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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Chinatown Media & Arts Collaborative | San Francisco

April 10, 2022

President Shamann Walton

President

Board of Supervisors

Legislative Chamber, Room 250

City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, California 94102

Via Email: shamann.walton@sfgov.org

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.:220327

Dear President Walton,

The Chinatown Media and Arts Collaborative (CMAC) strongly supports the
Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and the removal of

the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial
District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”). The
removal of the Bridge will enable the expansion of the much-needed open space
in a neighborhood where open space is a fraction of other communities.

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of

Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth Square as their
backyard from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and as their only access to
open space.

The overwhelming majority of our community support a vision for Portsmouth
Square that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic
Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and
Parks Commission each unanimously approved the project. The Portsmouth
Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of
over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco Recreation and
Park Department conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five
(5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to
useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide
over 20,000 useable additional outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community
space. The community facility will be a necessary resiliency center for
Chinatown.

800 Grant Avenue | San Francisco, CA | 94108



Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during
days of poor air quality, a central place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new vision for
Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,
_—
M S-. Jj‘;/

Mabel Teng
Interim Executive Director

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)




From: Jaynry Mak

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS); Nancy Lim-Yee
Subject: File #220327 - Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Date: Monday, April 11, 2022 2:12:47 PM

Attachments: Support Letter for Improvement Project.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton,

Please see the attached L etter of Support for the above-referenced file.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Jaynry Mak
President, Portsmouth Plaza Parking Corporation

IMPORTANT: The contents of this email and any attachments are confidential. They are
intended for the named recipient(s) only. If you have received this email by mistake, please
notify the sender immediately and do not disclose the contents to anyone or make copies
thereof.


mailto:jaynry.mak@gmail.com
mailto:shamann.walton@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:lisa.lew@sfgov.org
mailto:nanlimyee@aol.com
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Director
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PORTSMOUTH SQUARE
GARAGE

it B A F &E 15

733 Kearny Street

San Francisco, California 94108
Telephone: (415) 982-6353
www.portsmouthsquaregarage.org

Delivered via Email to: shamann.walton@sfgov.org

April 11, 2022

President Shamann Walton

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 250
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022 at 3:00 p.m.
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton:

Portsmouth Parking Plaza Corporation is the nonprofit public benefit corporation that
manages the Portsmouth Square Garage built by our community in 1962.

This letter shall serve as our strong support for the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street.

We support the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project, as created, supported, and
designed for residents, park users, and our Chinatown community. This vision is the result
of over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The overwhelming majority support a vision
for Portsmouth Square that does not include the Kearny Street pedestrian bridge.

Portsmouth Square is a significant and important historic and cultural space for our
community. The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and
will be an integral community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown by
greatly expanding access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities. The
community facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown

We strongly request to revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square and to build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Sincerely,

‘%ax/wu/ “. /ma,é,

Jaynry Mak
President

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
via Email to: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org

Lisa Lew, Office of the Clerk of the Board
via Email to: lisa.lew@sfgov.org
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President
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Vice President
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Samuel Kwong
Director
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Director
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Director
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Director
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Kevin Chan
Advisor

Alice Lam
Advisor
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Advisor

PORTSMOUTH SQUARE
GARAGE

it B A F &E 15

733 Kearny Street

San Francisco, California 94108
Telephone: (415) 982-6353
www.portsmouthsquaregarage.org

Delivered via Email to: shamann.walton@sfgov.org

April 11, 2022

President Shamann Walton

San Francisco Board of Supervisors

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 250
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022 at 3:00 p.m.
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton:

Portsmouth Parking Plaza Corporation is the nonprofit public benefit corporation that
manages the Portsmouth Square Garage built by our community in 1962.

This letter shall serve as our strong support for the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street.

We support the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project, as created, supported, and
designed for residents, park users, and our Chinatown community. This vision is the result
of over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and
projected use studies, planning and design. The overwhelming majority support a vision
for Portsmouth Square that does not include the Kearny Street pedestrian bridge.

Portsmouth Square is a significant and important historic and cultural space for our
community. The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and
will be an integral community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown by
greatly expanding access to useable outdoor space and indoor community facilities. The
community facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown

We strongly request to revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square and to build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Sincerely,

‘%ax/wu/ “. /ma,é,

Jaynry Mak
President

cc: Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
via Email to: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org

Lisa Lew, Office of the Clerk of the Board
via Email to: lisa.lew@sfgov.org
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From: Adopt-An-Alleyway Youth

To: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Walton. Shamann (BOS); Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Lew. Lisa (BOS)
Subject: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement for Pedestrian Bridge Kearny Street
Date: Saturday, April 9, 2022 12:32:39 AM

Attachments: AAA Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Aareement.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear Clerk Angela Calvillo,

| am sending the letter in support for the revocation of street encroachment agreement for
the pedestrian bridge on Kearny Street on behalf of Adopt-An-Alleyway. Please see the pdf
attached. This is for the public hearing taking place on Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 3pm, file
no. 220327.

Best Regards,
Wenyi Su, President
Adopt-An-Alleyway

B AAA Letter in Support of Revocation of Street E...
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Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org
April 7, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton

On behalf of the Adopt-An-Alleyway Youth Empowerment Project (AAA), we strongly support
the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge
over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the
“Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Since 1991, Adopt-An-Alleyway has been active in the Chinatown community through leading
alleyway cleanups, resident service, and beautification projects such as the mosaics located on
Wentworth that are meant to deter graffiti while making the alleyways look more friendly and
inviting. We also provide intergenerational bonding between our youth and seniors so that they
are more aware of one another’s generation and the different needs that are presented in the
different generations. Just like how our intergenerational programs have helped to combat
senior isolations in CCDC SRO buildings and affordable senior buildings, Portsmouth Square is
an important part of Chinatown residents' lifestyle and well-being. Portsmouth Square is often
referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth
Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and as their only access to open
space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current, and projected use studies,
planning, and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted
extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of





more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square
that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission,
the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously
approved the project.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional
outdoor spaces and over 8,000 indoor community spaces. The community facility will be a
necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme
cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food
delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request revoking the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for a new vision for
Portsmouth Square and the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Wenyi Su, President

Adopt-An-Alleyway Youth Empowerment Project
adoptanalleyway@gmail.com

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org
April 7, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton

On behalf of the Adopt-An-Alleyway Youth Empowerment Project (AAA), we strongly support
the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge
over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the
“Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Since 1991, Adopt-An-Alleyway has been active in the Chinatown community through leading
alleyway cleanups, resident service, and beautification projects such as the mosaics located on
Wentworth that are meant to deter graffiti while making the alleyways look more friendly and
inviting. We also provide intergenerational bonding between our youth and seniors so that they
are more aware of one another’s generation and the different needs that are presented in the
different generations. Just like how our intergenerational programs have helped to combat
senior isolations in CCDC SRO buildings and affordable senior buildings, Portsmouth Square is
an important part of Chinatown residents' lifestyle and well-being. Portsmouth Square is often
referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and the community rely on Portsmouth
Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and as their only access to open
space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of
community engagement, capital needs assessments, current, and projected use studies,
planning, and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted
extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of



more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority support a vision for Portsmouth Square
that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic Preservation Commission,
the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Parks Commission each unanimously
approved the project.
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outdoor spaces and over 8,000 indoor community spaces. The community facility will be a
necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme
cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air quality, a central place for food
delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community center for residents to exercise their
right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral
community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request revoking the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for a new vision for
Portsmouth Square and the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Wenyi Su, President

Adopt-An-Alleyway Youth Empowerment Project
adoptanalleyway@gmail.com

CC:

Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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From: Dixon Li

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)

Subject: Letter in support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement

Date: Sunday, April 10, 2022 2:50:45 PM

Attachments: Support Letter - PSQ Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement - RPCF.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton and the Clark of the Board of Supervisors:

| am submitting a letter from the Rose Pak Community Fund in support of the revocation of
the street agreement encroachment agreement for the scheduled B.O.S hearing on 4/12 at
3:00pm. Thank you for your time and attention to this important matter.

Dixon Li

Rose Pak Community Fund
dli @rosepakcommunityfund.or
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ROSE PAK
COMMUNITY FUND
AWt EEE

Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org
April 10, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM

File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton

The Rose Pak Community Fund strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the
Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and
the community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living
conditions and as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8
years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use
studies, planning and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department
conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over
a period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority support a vision for
Portsmouth Square that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic
Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Parks
Commission each unanimously approved the project.

728 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 590-2732 ¢ WWW.ROSEPAKCOMMUNITYFUND.ORG
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COMMUNITY FUND
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The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable
outdoor space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000
useable additional outdoor space and over 8,000 indoor community space. The community
facility will be a necessary resiliency center for Chinatown. Residents can find refuge
during times of extreme cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air
quality, a central place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community
center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an
integral community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Dixon Li

S e 2

Director,
Rose Pak Community Fund

cc:

Angela Calvillo

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors (via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)
Lisa Lew

Office of the Clerk of the Board (via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)

728 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 590-2732 ¢ WWW.ROSEPAKCOMMUNITYFUND.ORG
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Via Email shamann.walton@sfgov.org
April 10, 2022

President Shamann Walton
President

Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM

File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton

The Rose Pak Community Fund strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement
Project and the removal of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the
Hilton Financial District Hotel to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and
the community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living
conditions and as their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for
residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8
years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use
studies, planning and design. The San Francisco Recreation and Park Department
conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5) public workshops over
a period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority support a vision for
Portsmouth Square that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The Historic
Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Parks
Commission each unanimously approved the project.
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during times of extreme cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air during days of poor air
quality, a central place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a community
center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an
integral community facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new
vision for Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Dixon Li
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Director,
Rose Pak Community Fund

cc:

Angela Calvillo

Clerk of the Board of Supervisors (via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)
Lisa Lew

Office of the Clerk of the Board (via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)

728 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108 ¢ (415) 590-2732 ¢ WWW.ROSEPAKCOMMUNITYFUND.ORG



From: Jenny Leung

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)

Subject: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement, File No.: 220327
Date: Sunday, April 10, 2022 3:42:47 PM

Attachments: Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement support letter CCC.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton,

Please find Letter of Support from the Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San
Francisco (CCC).

Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Best regards,

Jenny Leung
Jenny Leung Z2ELiK
she/her

Executive Director

Tel: 415-986-1822 ext. 023

Chinese Culture Center of San Francisco
E@ldE PO

750 Kearny St., 3rd Floor,

San Francisco, CA 94108

Elevate the Underserved. Give Voice to Equality.
Website = Facebook Instagram

Uplift and Support AAPI artists and arts as a voice for social justice
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Dedicated to elevating underserved communities
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April 9, 2022

Shamann Walton

President, Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re:  Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton,

The Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San Francisco (CCC) strongly
supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project, which includes the removal
of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street that connects the Hilton Financial
District Hotel and CCC to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

CCC’s mission is to elevate the underserved and be a voice for equality through
education and contemporary arts. Rooted in Chinatown since 1965, CCC has a long
history of presenting bold art with social transformation and community impact by
sparking critical dialogues on equity. We provide a safe environment for artists who
champion activism, resiliency, and healthy communities. In doing so, we shift
dominant narratives, empower change, and reimagine our futures.

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents
and the community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded
living conditions and as their only access to open space to gather, come together and
build community.

Over the last decade, CCC has put forth a “Museum Without Walls” to activate
public space in the neighborhood and to create greater access to arts and education
for the community. Portsmouth Square is a vitally important gathering site - such as,
hosting the annual Chinatown Music Festival for residents to enjoy music and dance,
the Chinatown Art & History Walking tour for students across the Bay Area to learn
about the community’s activism and public art. During the pandemic, the community
utilized Portsmouth Square to gather outdoors safely for art actions in solidarity with
Black Lives Matter, and Rally against Anti-Asian hate and violence.

750 Kearny Street 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94108

T (415) 986-1822 | F (415) 986-2835 | W www.cccsf.us | E info@cccsf.us





Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
April 9, 2022
Page 2

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and
designed for residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the
result of over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current
and projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco Recreation and
Park Department conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5)
public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 sq feet
of useable additional outdoor space and over 8,000 sq feet of indoor community
space. We are excited about the possibility of new programming at the indoor
facilities, public art that shares the community’s stories, and greater arts and cultural
access for our community.

CCC supports a vision that will improve quality of life and create more opportunities
to access public space and the arts for the community. The Portsmouth Square
Improvement Project is critical to this vision. It will be an integral community
facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We are in support of the revocation of the Street Encroachment Agreement to build a
better vision for Portsmouth Square and the community’s future.

Very Truly Yours,
Jenny Leung

Executive Director
Chinese Culture Foundation

cc: Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)

750 Kearny Street 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94108
T (415) 986-1822 | F (415) 986-2835 | W www.cccsf.us | E info@cccsf.us
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April 9, 2022

Shamann Walton

President, Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re:  Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12, 2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton,

The Chinese Culture Center and Foundation of San Francisco (CCC) strongly
supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project, which includes the removal
of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street that connects the Hilton Financial
District Hotel and CCC to Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

CCC’s mission is to elevate the underserved and be a voice for equality through
education and contemporary arts. Rooted in Chinatown since 1965, CCC has a long
history of presenting bold art with social transformation and community impact by
sparking critical dialogues on equity. We provide a safe environment for artists who
champion activism, resiliency, and healthy communities. In doing so, we shift
dominant narratives, empower change, and reimagine our futures.

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents
and the community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded
living conditions and as their only access to open space to gather, come together and
build community.

Over the last decade, CCC has put forth a “Museum Without Walls” to activate
public space in the neighborhood and to create greater access to arts and education
for the community. Portsmouth Square is a vitally important gathering site - such as,
hosting the annual Chinatown Music Festival for residents to enjoy music and dance,
the Chinatown Art & History Walking tour for students across the Bay Area to learn
about the community’s activism and public art. During the pandemic, the community
utilized Portsmouth Square to gather outdoors safely for art actions in solidarity with
Black Lives Matter, and Rally against Anti-Asian hate and violence.
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The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and
designed for residents, park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the
result of over 8 years of community engagement, capital needs assessments, current
and projected use studies, planning and design. The San Francisco Recreation and
Park Department conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and hosted five (5)
public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will expand access to useable outdoor
space and indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 sq feet
of useable additional outdoor space and over 8,000 sq feet of indoor community
space. We are excited about the possibility of new programming at the indoor
facilities, public art that shares the community’s stories, and greater arts and cultural
access for our community.

CCC supports a vision that will improve quality of life and create more opportunities
to access public space and the arts for the community. The Portsmouth Square
Improvement Project is critical to this vision. It will be an integral community
facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We are in support of the revocation of the Street Encroachment Agreement to build a
better vision for Portsmouth Square and the community’s future.

Very Truly Yours,
Jenny Leung

Executive Director
Chinese Culture Foundation

cc: Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)

750 Kearny Street 3rd Floor, San Francisco, CA 94108
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From: Kari Lee

To: Walton, Shamann (BOS)

Cc: Board of Supervisors, (BOS); Lew, Lisa (BOS)

Subject: Letter of support for revocation of street encroachment agreement-portsmouth square
Date: Friday, April 8, 2022 2:47:59 PM

Attachments: letterhead.portsmouth.support.4.8.22.pdf

This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

Dear President Walton,

| respectfully submit this letter of support regarding the Portsmouth Square Revocation of Street
Encroachment Agreement.

Thank you,
Kari

Kari Lee
District Executive Director, Chinatown, Mission & DIG/Equity
She | Her | Hers | why pronouns matter

CHINATOWN YMCA MISSION YMCA
855 Sacramento Street 4080 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94108 San Francisco, CA 94112

klee@ymcasf.or

Web | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram

The Y: We’re for youth development, healthy living and social responsibility.
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the FOR YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
FOR HEALTHY LIVING
FOR SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

April 8 2022

President Shamann Walton
President, Board of Supervisors
Legislative Chamber, Room 250
City Hall

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, California 94102

Re: Letter in Support of Revocation of Street Encroachment Agreement
Hearing Date: April 12,2022, 3:00 PM
File No.: 220327

Dear President Walton

The Chinatown YMCA strongly supports the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project and the removal
of the private pedestrian bridge over Kearny Street connecting the Hilton Financial District Hotel to
Portsmouth Square (the “Private Kearny Street Bridge”).

Portsmouth Square is often referred to as the “living room” of Chinatown. Residents and the
community rely on Portsmouth Square as relief from otherwise overcrowded living conditions and as
their only access to open space and meeting space.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is created by, supported by, and designed for residents,
park users, and the Chinatown community. This vision is the result of over 8 years of community
engagement, capital needs assessments, current and projected use studies, planning and design. The
San Francisco Recreation and Park Department conducted extensive outreach with stakeholders and
hosted five (5) public workshops over a period of more than two (2) years. The overwhelming majority
support a vision for Portsmouth Square that does not include the Private Kearny Street Bridge. The
Historic Preservation Commission, the Planning Commission, and the Recreation and Parks Commission
each unanimously approved the project.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project will greatly expand access to useable outdoor space and
indoor community facilities. The project will provide over 20,000 useable additional outdoor space and
over 8,000 indoor community space. The community facility will be a necessary resiliency center for
Chinatown. Residents can find refuge during times of extreme cold or heat, a place to breathe clean air
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during days of poor air quality, a central place for food delivery as we combat food insecurity, and a
community center for residents to exercise their right to vote.

The Portsmouth Square Improvement Project is crucial for Chinatown and will be an integral community
facility for residents and the revitalization of Chinatown.

We strongly request the revoke the Street Encroachment Agreement. It is time for the new vision for
Portsmouth Square and build the Portsmouth Square Improvement Project.

Very Truly Yours,

Kari Lee
Executive Director
Chinatown YMCA

cc: Angela Calvillo
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors
(via email - board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org)

Lisa Lew
Office of the Clerk of the Board
(via email - lisa.lew@sfgov.org)
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P 4155769622 F 4157967359 ymcasf.org/chinatown
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