
Petition for Revocation of a Major 
Encroachment Permit 

Kearny Street Pedestrian Bridge
San Francisco Board of Supervisors Hearing April 12, 2022



Timeline

May 2018

Public Works receives a 
public petition requesting 
revocation of the 
encroachment permit for the 
Portsmouth Square 
Pedestrian Bridge



January 1967                                      

Board of Supervisors approves resolution 
supporting the proposed bridge project “in 
principle,” pending approval from various City 
departments   and commissions.

April 1970

Public Works informs the Board of Supervisors 
that the Arts Commission, the Recreation and 
Park Department and San Francisco Planning 
signed off on the project. Public Works has no 
objections but takes the position of “no 
recommendation” on whether   it should 
proceed.

Timeline



April 1970

Board of Supervisors adopts resolution 
to approve the Kearny Street 
Pedestrian Bridge.

Language in the adopting resolution 
states that permission for the 
encroachment permit needed to build 
the bridge is “revocable at the will of 
the Board of Supervisors.”

Timeline



May 2018

Revocation petition received by Public 
Works

October 2018          

Public Works Director holds hearing 
on the request but continues hearing 
until CEQA completed

Timeline



January 2022

Planning Commission certifies CEQA Final EIR

February 2022

CEQA Final EIR appeal period expires

Timeline



2022 Preliminary cost estimate: 
$1.42 million (does not include 
soft costs estimated to be ~50% of 
the project cost)

Bridge demolition duration:                 
8 to 12 weeks

Hilton plaza restoration duration:
An additional 4 to 6 weeks

Demolition



Minimum work scope
• Erection of falsework over Kearny 

Street and a portion Portsmouth 
Square

• Demolition of existing clubhouse 
structure

• Demolition of existing pedestrian 
bridge superstructure with multiple 
phasing to allow for partial vehicular 
and pedestrian use of Kearny Street 

• Demolition of existing tapered 
concrete columns 

• Off-haul and disposal of debris 
• Reconstruction of elevated plaza 
• Removal of temporary falsework and 

cleanup
• Traffic Control

Demolition
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