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An act to add Section 38751 to the Vehicle Code, relating to vehicles. 

legislative counsel’s digest 

AB 316, as introduced, Aguiar-Curry. Vehicles: autonomous vehicles. 
Existing law authorizes the operation of an autonomous vehicle on 

public roads for testing purposes by a driver who possesses the proper 
class of license for the type of vehicle operated if specified requirements 
are satisfied. Existing law prohibits the operation of an autonomous 
vehicle on public roads until the manufacturer submits an application 
to the Department of Motor Vehicles, as specified, and that application 
is approved. 

This bill would prohibit the operation of an autonomous vehicle with 
a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 pounds or more on public roads for 
testing purposes, transporting goods, or transporting passengers without 
a human safety operator physically present in the autonomous vehicle 
at the time of operation. 

  

 Revised 3-14-23—See last page. 99   



Vote:   majority.   Appropriation:   no.  Fiscal committee:   yes.​

State-mandated local program:   no.​

The people of the State of California do enact as follows: 

 line 1 SECTION 1. Section 38751 is added to the Vehicle Code, to 
 line 2 read: 
 line 3 38751. (a)  An autonomous vehicle with a gross vehicle weight 
 line 4 of 10,000 pounds or more shall not be operated on public roads 
 line 5 for testing purposes, transporting goods, or transporting passengers 
 line 6 without a human safety operator physically present in the 
 line 7 autonomous vehicle at the time of operation. 
 line 8 (b)  For purposes of this section, the following terms have the 
 line 9 following meanings: 

 line 10 (1)  “Autonomous vehicle” has the same meaning as defined in 
 line 11 Section 38750. 
 line 12 (2)  “Human safety operator” means a person operating an 
 line 13 autonomous vehicle or vehicle equipped with autonomous 
 line 14 technology who is trained in operating and shutting off the vehicle. 
 line 15 A human safety operator shall meet all federal and state 
 line 16 qualifications for the type of vehicle being operated, whether in 
 line 17 automated or nonautomated mode. 
 line 18 
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