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FILE NO. 110186 o | k RESOLUTION NO. -
[E_stablishlhg a _Comprehensive Recycling Program] o

Resolution requesting the Recreation and Parks Depa_rtme'nt and the Department

; of the Environment collaborate to establish a comprehensive 'Parks ‘recycling

program utilizing the expertlse volunteer base, and facilities of the HANC
Recyclmg Center in Golden Gate Park, for the Department of the Envrronment, to
establish an Independent Recycling Center Master Plan, and requesting the -

Recreation and Parks Department to rescind the eviction of the HANC Recycling

{Center from Golden Gate Park:

WHEREAS, AB 2020, The California Recycling and Litter Reduction Act of 1986
(the “Botile Bill”) reduires the City to provide residents 'with convenient means to redeem- -
recyclables a requnrement not met by curbsnde—plck up alone and |
WHEREAS The Department of Envrronment (“DOE”) has cont' rmed the Botile
Bill is an effectlve lncentlve that has'increased diversion rates since the program was '
lnltlated and | | | |

WHEREAS State Iaw requires the location of redemptlon centers for: bottles and.

cans every half mlle and such centers have proven effectlve in reducmg landt’ il as well

~|@s providing the capaCIty to recycle matenals lnellglble for the curbsrde program - and

WHEREAS The City and County of San Francisco lacks a comprehensrve |
independent recycllng plan ~wh|ch would complement the curb side recycllng program
and bnng the City closer to its goal of zero waste by the year 2020, a component which, '

according fo the Director of the Department of the Environment, is an mtegral” part of

reaching zero waste; and .
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-WHEREAS Of the nineteen exi'sting independent recycling centers in San

-rancrsco ten resrde on the east side of San Francisco i in Supervisorial Dlstnct Ten

. and

:llsproportlonately burdening the dlstrlct while failing to provrde equrtable access for San
Francrscans to indépendent recycllng centers to properly dlspose of recyclables |
nellglble for the curbside. recycllng program; and,

WHEREAS, According to the DOE’s Waste Characterrzatlon study, a full 30% of -

the material the Crty sends to landfill should be recycled lnstead thereby demonstratlng

“tthe need for 1ndependent recycling. centers to augment the curbsrde recycling program

WHEREAS, The Haight Ashbury Neighborhood Cduncil (*HANC") recycling
center located in Golden Gate Park (‘GGP”) serves that state—man_dated purpose by |
providing r_edemption for bottles and cans in addlthn to collecting of a vast array of -

recyclable-materlals ineligible for curbs‘lde\recycling, thereby oﬁerlng San- Francisco

[residents a means to achieve their ambitious landfill diversion'goals; and' -

WHEREAS, The Recr'eatlon "and Parks D"epartment ("RPD”) recently announced -

a pilot recycling program for the east_en.d'o'f GGP centered around po.pular attractions -

' and open space‘lncludlng the Conservatory of Flowers, Doughb_oy Meadow, Stow Lake

and the Blg Rec ball field, and |

WHEREAS, According to the San Francnsco Department of the Envrronment

" “DOE ) Zero Waste Coordlnator pUbllC unmonrtored recyclrng bins have had a low

.' success rate meanlng that lmproperly sorted recyclables compostables and Waste are.

..ommlngled and must therefore be dlsposed of in landfill; and

WHEREAS 'RPD provided HANC with notlce that its lease for rts recyclrng center .

lell tennlnate at precnsely the time when RPD could benet‘ t from the volunteers

o =xpert|se and facrl1t|es the HANC Center prov1des in GGP; and’
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WHEREAS The Department of the Environment’ S current proposal for replacrng

B he capacity of the HANC recyclrng center wrth reverse vendlng machrnes-— which

neﬁ" iciently process only one bottle or can a.t a tlme——and would require 27 machines to

accommodate the yolume HANC currently handles potentlally creating frustratingly long

Jlines to redeem recyclables thus contrad lctlng the state mandate that recycllng be easy

and convenient; and .
WHEREAS, The policy decision ot installing reverse vendlng machines has not

been ana'lyzed in terms either the impacts on current grocery stores or merchants that

iwould be required to lmplement ln-store redemptron or an analysxs of the srtlng,

: mplementatron or the street-level effi icacy of the policy; and

WHEREAS As a consequence neither RPD nor DOE have a \nable proven

" |Supervisor erkan'mi,;Avalos, Mar, Campos

Jlternative plan for absorbing the volume of bottles and cans and other recyclable n

materials collected at the HANC GGP site; and

WHEREAS Objective One, Pollcy l, of the Golden Gate Park Master Plan

Dbjectlves and Polrcres calls upon the HANC Recycling Center “to increase its benefits

- |to the Park” by focusmg on the recycllng needs of Golden Gate Park and the .

mmedlate nerghborhoods and

WHEREAS Golden Gate Park Master Plan Objectlve Vl Pollcy H states
Recyclable material generated within the park should be recycled within a desrgnated
area”, further stating * Volunteer programs to remove litter from the park and to increase
public awaren'ess about recycling and the'impact of litter on the park should be '

ncreased” and - _ . .
WHEREAS The HANC Recycllng Center has been engaging and educatlng the

: publlc over the past 35 years as stewards of the burlt envrronment and continues to be a

resource for recycling, takrng initiative on bottle redemptlon, keeping the Park and
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' adjacent nerghborhood clean and provrdrng jOb opportunrtles and is thus rdeally surted

to fulfill Objective VI, Polrcy H of the GGP Master Plan; now, therefore be it
RESOLVED that the Board of Superwsors calls upon the Department of

Envrronment fo assemble a task force to create an Independent Recyclrng Center

Master Plan that will outlrne the unmet recycling needs of the Crty and County of San

_ Francrsco whrch will complement the curb side prck-up program and support both the

intent of California’s “Bottle Bill” as well as assure San Francisco’s recycling programs

are both sustalnable efficacious and provrde a clear strategy for the Clty to reach its

3 1goal of zero waste by 2020 and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED The Board of Supervrsors requests the Recreatron and

Parks Department and the Department of the Environment collaborate with the Halght

' Ashbury Nelghborhood CounC|l in developrng and rmplementlng a recyclrng program for

Golden Gate Park and be rt .
FURTHUR RESOLVED The Board of Supervrsors urges the Mayor to direct | '

IRPD to rescind the termrnatlon of HANC'’s lease allowing the Recycllng Center to

lcontinue to serve Golden Gate Park contlnue to fult' ll its mlssron as state-required .

redemption center and contrnue to provrde the San Francrscans the capacrty to recycle .

' matenals lnellglble for curbsrde plck—up and beit

FURTHER RESOLVED The Board of Superwsors in the event of the loss or

Idownsizing of the HANC GGP site, urges the Mayors Office, RPD and DOE to work

with HANC to develop aplan to provrde alternative recycling services to absorb the -
recycllng capacity of the HANC Center, or preferably, find a suitable property fo relocate
the recycling servrces provrded by HANC if RPD proceeds fo ewct the HANC center in

such a manner as to assure the uninterrupted contrnurty of the center's operations and

employment.
. Supervisor'erkarlmi, Avalos, Mar, Campos . . S . Pag‘e 4
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