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[Authorization to Gift Debenham Comedy Recording Collection to Emerson College] 
 

Resolution authorizing the San Francisco Public Library to gift the Debenham Comedy 

Recording Collection to Emerson College.  

 

WHEREAS, On December 19, 1994, the San Francisco Public Library (“Library”) 

received an unencumbered gift of comedy albums and novelty recordings from Warren 

Debenham (“Debenham Comedy Recording Collection”); and 

WHEREAS, The Debenham Comedy Recording Collection now includes more than 

35,000 comedy and novelty recordings in a variety of formats, including vinyl records, 8-track 

tapes, audio cassettes, and compact discs; and 

WHEREAS, A portion of the Debenham Comedy Recording Collection has remained at 

Mr. Debenham’s residence because the Library did not have adequate physical space to 

accommodate the large collection; and  

WHEREAS, The Library has determined that it does not have adequate physical space 

to accommodate the Debenham Comedy Recording Collection, nor adequate resources to 

preserve, catalogue and make the collection available to the public; and 

WHEREAS, The Library undertook a search for other institutions that would have an 

interest in taking the Debenham Comedy Recording Collection; and 

WHEREAS, Emerson College, located in Boston, Massachusetts, offers educational 

degrees with a concentration in Comedic Arts, including a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Comedic 

Arts; and  

WHEREAS, Emerson College has informed the Library that it would gladly accept the 

Debenham Comedy Recording Collection, which Emerson College has the capacity to house, 

preserve, and make available to students through its programs and curriculum; and 



San Francisco Public Library 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Page 2

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

WHEREAS, Emerson College has agreed to assume the cost of transporting the 

Debenham Comedy Recording Collection to its campus in Boston, Massachusetts; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Debenham has already gifted some items directly to Emerson College, 

including duplicate recordings, newspaper clippings, and ephemera; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Debenham consents to and supports the Library’s gift of the 

Debenham Comedy Recording Collection to Emerson College; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Public Library is authorized to gift the Debenham 

Comedy Recording Collection to Emerson College; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors authorizes the San Francisco 

Public Library to execute a deed gifting the Debenham Comedy Recording Collection to 

Emerson College.  

Recommended: 

/s/ _ 

Michael Lambert, City Librarian 











 

San Francisco Public Library 
100 Larkin Street 

San Francisco, CA 94102 
 

 March 24, 2023 
 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 
Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
 
Dear Ms. Calvillo: 
 
Attached please find an original single-sided proposed Resolution for the Board of 
Supervisors approval, which will deaccession the Debenham Comedy Recordings Collection 
(comedy collection) from the San Francisco Public Library (SFPL) and transfer the comedy 
collection currently onsite at SFPL and relinquish rights to future comedy collections to 
Emerson College in Boston. The donor has agreed that the comedy collection should be 
transferred to Emerson College to support the college’s Comedic Arts curriculum. 
 
The following is a list of accompanying documents 
 

 Proposed Resolution 
 Debenham Deed 
 Debenham’s written agreement to transfer the comedy collection from SFPL to 

Emerson College 
 
The Debenham family and Emerson College would like to move the comedy collection to 
Emerson in the first two weeks of May 2023. Given their preferred timeline, we respectfully 
ask that this Resolution is heard in April. 
 
The following person may be contacted regarding this matter: 
 
Maureen Singleton, Chief Operating Officer 
415.557.4248 
Maureen.Singleton@sfpl.org  
 
Thank you for your support and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Michael Lambert 
City Librarian 
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All,
 
Attached for introduction at the Board of Supervisors is a Resolution to authorize the San Francisco
Public Library to deaccession Debenham comedy recording collection and transfer to Emerson
College. Also attached to this email are the documents listed below. Lastly, I am confirming the /s/
signature of the City Librarian.
 

Cover letter from the City Librarian
Resolution in Word format
PDF copy of the signed legislation via DocuSign
Deed of the comedy collection
Letter of authorization from Warren Debenham to Emerson College

 
Please let me know if you have any questions, difficulty with the attachments, or if I need to correct
any submissions. Thanks, in advance, for your time and help.
 
Sincerely,
 
Maureen Singleton
__________________________________________________________________
Maureen Singleton | Chief Operating Officer | San Francisco Public Library| Pronouns: she, her, hers
P: 415.557.4248 | E: Maureen.Singleton@SFPL.org | sfpl.org
 
 

 




