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" Amendment of the Whole — 2/3/11

i FILE NO. 101120 | ' ORDINANCE NO.

- Il [Police Code - Discharge of Fireworks; Firearms]

'Ordmance amendrng the San Francrsco Police Code by amendmg Sections 1290, 4502

and 4506 to consolrdate the pI'OhlbItIOI‘IS on the dlscharge of firearms wrthm the City
and to re-state the e_xceptrons fo those prohibitions.

N_OTE: Additions are szn,qle underlme ztalzcs T imes New Roman;

deletions are
" Board amendment addrtlons are double-underlined underlrned

Board amendment deletions are stnketh-reugh—nermaI

' Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisc0'
Sectlon 1. The San Francisco Police Code i is hereby amended by amendrng
Sectlons 1290 4502, and 4506 to read as follows |
SEC. 1280. DISCHARGE OF FIREWORKS FIREARMS PROHIBITED—F—IREINQRKS
~ No person or persons, t’ rm company, corporatlon or aSSOCIatlon shaII fire or drscharge
any ﬁrearms—er fi reworks of any kind or descrrptlon wrthln the Irmlts of the City and County of

San Francrsco

Provided, however that pubIrc displays of fi reworks may be glven wrth the Jomt wrltten

‘consent of the Fire Marshal and the Chief of Pollce

| SEC. 4502 DISCHARGE OF. FIREARMS AND FIRING OF PROJECTILE WEAPONS

. Subject to the exceptions in Section 4506. it # shall be unlawful for any person to at

any tlme fire or discharge, or cause to be fired or dlscharged any t' irearm or any projectile

‘ weapon en—er—rnte—anystreet—mghway—er—etheepubhe—plaee wrthrn the Crty and County of. San v

‘Fran0|sco

[ 1 .

Mayor Lee.
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I| SEC. 4506. FIREARMS AND PROJECTILE WEAPONS' EXCEPTIONS.

(a) The provisions of Section 4502 shall not apply to or affect
(kD) Shenffs shenffs constables marshals police officers, or other duly ;

'appomted peace offi cers in the perfon'nance of thelr official dutles or nerte any person

summoned by such off icer to assist in maklng arrests or preserving the' peace wh|le sald

person o) summoned is actually engaged in aSS|st|ng such officer;

- (2) Persons in lawful possession of a handgun who dlscharge sald handgun in

ecessag and lawful defense of self or others whlle ina gersonal reSIdence! or

(3) Persons i in Iawful gossessnon of afi rearm or g_rolectlle weagon who are

N xgresslx and specifically authonzed bx federal or state law to dlscharge sald fi irearm or
, Qr0|ect|le weagon under the cwcumstances present at the time of dlscharge :

(b) Use of firearms and projectile weapons may be permissible when integral to the'

|| pursuit of specific competitive and sporti'ng events, including but not limited to events suchas |

target and skeet shooting, upon issuance ofa permltfrom the Chief of Police to persons

| conducting the event or eng'aged in the business of providing the location at which the event

_is to take place. The Chlef of Police shall formulate criteria for the appllcatlon lssuance and

renewal of such penmts and may reqmre asa condltlon of approval the postlng of any bond,

or proof of adequate llablllty insurance.

APPROVED ASTO FORM .
,DENNIS J. HERRERA Clty Attomey

By:

Mayor Lee ' : ' o o o ;
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| locations—explicitly subject to the stated exceptions in Police Code Section 4506.

~ FILENO. 101120

' LEGISLATIVE DIGEST . |
(Amendment of the Whole, dated 2/3/2011)

[Police Code - Discharge of Firearms] -
| Ordinance amending the San Fran¢isco Pol'ice Code by amending Secﬁo_né 1 298; 4502,

" and 4506, to consolidate the prohibitions on the discharge of firearms within the City
and to re-state the excepfions to those prohibitions. o Lo >

Existing Law

- The Police Code_ currently contains one section gifohibitihg any person or entity from
--firing or discharging any firearms within City limits, and another section prohibiting any person
_ or entity from firing or discharging any firearms on a strest or other public place. The Code
_sets out a number of exceptions to the second section. - . ' -

~

Amendments to Currénf'Law -

‘ The proposal would combine the two existing prohibitions on discharging firearms by
eliminating the first prohibition (in Police Code Section 1290), and then expanding the scope
of the second prohibition (in Section 4502) o cover both public and private locations. This -
change would also make the prohibition on discharging firearms—as it relates fo private

Y

~ Two of the exceptions in Section 4506 would be re-stated and narrowed. The
exception for persons authorized by federal or state law to use firearms would make explicit
that the individual must be in lawful possession of the firearm, must be specificallyand -
expressly authorized by federal or state law to discharge the firearmi, and may only rely on the
éxception under the particular circumstances constituting the federal or state authorization.
The exception for persons using a firearm in necessary self-defense would make explicit that
- the individual must be in' lawful possession of a handgun and may only rely on the exception if

he or she uses the handgun in the necessary and lawful defenée of self or others while ina
personal residence: e ' I : : o

Mayor Lee .
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Office of the Mayor

* City & County of San Francisco Gavin Ncwsoxq
TO: sla Calvillo, Clerk df the Board of Supervisors

FROM: ayor Gavin Newsom .

RE: . Police Code - Dsscharge of Firearms; F|reworks

DATE: November 9, 2010

" Dear Madame C[erk' |

Attached for il’ltl’OdUCthﬂ to the Board of Supervzsors is the ordinance amendlng the

_ San Francisco Police Code by amending Section 1290 and adding Section 1290.1, to '
-add exceptions to the g_eneral prohibition on the discharge of firearms within the Clty ‘

[ requiest that this item be calendared in Public Safety Committee.

Should you have any questions, please contact Starr Terreﬂ (415) 554-5262.

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 200 San Francisco, Cahfoxma 94102-4641 -
- gavin, newsom@sfgov.org * (415) 554+ 6141 '
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