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From: Adele Framer
To: Cabrera, Stephanie (BOS)
Cc: MandelmanStaff, [BOS]; Preston, Dean (BOS); Stefani, Catherine (BOS); Chan, Connie (BOS); Board of

Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: Public comment for September 20, 2023 BOS Government Audit & Oversight Committee
Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 11:39:56 PM

 

Comment on 2. 230951 [Urging the Recreation and Park Department to Publicly Share Information
Regarding Pilot Activation of UN Plaza and Take Steps to Mitigate Any Impact on the Farmers’ Market]

My name is Adele Framer. I live in current District 8. I've enjoyed shopping at the farmers’
market on UN Plaza for more than 20 years, like thousands of other San Francisco voters.

I urge all supervisors to support this resolution.

I am very concerned about the health of the farmers' market. There are signs that the relocation
to Fulton Plaza has been very rough for them. The new location is out of the way, too small,
and logistically difficult. The farmers cannot afford much in the way of financial losses. 

Everyone agrees that the farmers' market has been a shining asset to the city for 41 years. The
crowds attracted by the farmers's market transformed UN Plaza every market day. It was
established with a state grant to remedy a food desert. Without the market, the area is still a
food desert. 

The farmers' market is a small business and its members are mostly people of color who have
worked hard to feed a poor neighborhood as well as thousands of other San Franciscans. If the
farmers' market fails, I urge the committee to consider how this will affect food equity in the
heart of San Francisco. How will this make our city look?

Overall, the UN Plaza project is poorly planned. Other than a paragraph describing skate ramp
construction for Rec & Park's Planning application, I can find no formal plans, studies, or
projected demographics or usage patterns for the skate park project. It never went before the
Rec and Park board. The Planning department was told it was a temporary installation. Exactly
how temporary is this slipshod pilot project?

This is not an obscure corner of the city. UN Plaza is a historic landmark and the gateway to
our Civic Center. The Civic Center of the city of San Francisco belongs to all San
Franciscans. 

Why a skate park? Will that bring in the same kind of foot traffic as the farmers' market? I
want to know why the Recreation and Park board did not explore other alternatives that would
keep the farmers' market in place on UN Plaza. The night market organized by Supervisor Joel
Engardio was a raging success. People come out for food. Why not have food in UN Plaza 7
days a week? 

Sincerely,

mailto:adeleframer@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.cabrera@sfgov.org
mailto:mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org
mailto:dean.preston@sfgov.org
mailto:catherine.stefani@sfgov.org
mailto:connie.chan@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org


Adele Framer
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From: Tara Cahn
To: Cabrera, Stephanie (BOS)
Subject: Government Audit & Oversight Commitee
Date: Wednesday, September 20, 2023 5:36:56 PM

 

Please include below letter as public comment for Government Audit and Oversight
Committee Meeting this week.

Submitted on behalf of, Grace Rasmussen Aoyama Teresi, farmer, owner, Miramonte Farms

mailto:tmccahn@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.cabrera@sfgov.org
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From: Friedland
To: Cabrera, Stephanie (BOS)
Cc: PrestonStaff (BOS)
Subject: Public Comment re Civic Center Farmers Market/Skate Park plan.
Date: Tuesday, September 19, 2023 12:06:40 PM

 

Dear Government Audit and Oversight Committee,

I'm writing to voice my opposition to the shift of the Farmers' Market from UN Plaza to
Fulton Street for the sake of installing a skate park and other recreational equipment.

I'm not a resident of the Tenderloin, but I'm an employee of the City and County of San
Francisco, and I work in the Tenderloin.

Rec & Park's plan for UN Plaza is mean-spirited and unproductive:

1) The farmers worked very hard throughout the pandemic to bring food to the heart of the
city, especially to marginalized and poor folk who depend on this market for their produce
needs.

This is how the City rewards them? By making farmers' jobs more difficult? Why take away
their ease of parking? Why not prioritize their needs? The shift has already impacted
their livelihood. According to one farmer, due to the parking squeeze and the
reduction of tent space with the relocation, each farmer is losing between $1,000
and $2,000 per week during their peak produce season.

It's already very tough to be a small-scale farmer in the U.S. Let's give them the respect
and ease-of-operation that they deserve.

2) A skate park will not succeed in UN Plaza, and it doesn't meet the real needs of
the Tenderloin community.

Is this installation actually for the purpose of making the UN Plaza safer and more
citizen friendly? Or, is it for burnishing Mayor's Breed's terrible image nationwide
with respect to drug-dealing in that area? The skaters and drug dealers will co-exist
just as Urban Alchemy staff and drug dealers are co-existing. The installation of ping pong
tables will not cause the dealing to stop. The dealing would only, temporarily, shift to
Market Street and further into the streets of the Tenderloin.

Parents will still not want to bring their kids to the UN Plaza to play if they have any other
option.

If the Mayor and the City would like to make the Tenderloin District more "family friendly,"
they should instead come up with initiatives to improve the lives of the families that actually
live in the Tenderloin, first, by close listening to the businesses and families of the
neighborhood to learn what their unmet needs are.

Minimally, some honest assessment of the success of this skatepark in serving the
Tenderloin community should be made after its first six months of operation if Rec
& Park decides to move forward on this ill-conceived plan.

mailto:friedlandstaying@yahoo.com
mailto:stephanie.cabrera@sfgov.org
mailto:prestonstaff@sfgov.org


Thanks for considering my opinion as a worker who frequents UN Plaza many days a week
and as a City of San Francisco employee and resident.

L Friedland
friedlandstaying@yahoo.com
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From: Susan Keyte
To: Cabrera, Stephanie (BOS)
Subject: I’m Against Replacing Heart of the City Farmer’s Market With a Skate Park!!!
Date: Monday, September 18, 2023 8:34:08 AM

 



I’ve just read the following SF Chronicle article and am horrified at this
development. 

‘It’s going to be a nightmare’: SF
displaces farmers market to make room
for skate area
I own a condo in Opera Plaza & am surrounded by drug users,  drug dealers &
homeless enablers.  Your idea of opening a skate area, etc. a few blocks away will
be a huge magnet for more of what we’re already experiencing.

In addition , you’ll be ruining any chance for the new IKEA store to survive.  It
appears you have no idea of the disastrous consequences of this insane idea to
Market Street, the tenderloin AND our beautiful Farmer’s Market.  You’re going
to bring more of the same lowlife teenagers & 20 somethings we’re already
dealing w/ 24/7.

Quote from SF Chronicle article:
“A message sent to the Recreation and Park Department
was not returned before publication. However, Phil
Ginsburg, general manager of San Francisco Recreation
and Park, told the farmers market’s Board of Directors
that the recreation area is an experiment and that the
vendors will be allowed to return if the project does not
improve the public health issues in U.N. Plaza”

STOP. LEAVE  US ALONE.  DON’T DO THIS!!!!!!!!  DECENT PEOPLE
LIVE HERE, WE DON’T NEED OR WANT THIS KIND OF
EXPERIMENT!!!!!!!!  YOU BOTH KNOW DISTRICT 2 & I WONDER
WHERE YOU LIVE THAT YOU WOULD COME UP W/ THIS
HAIRBRAINED IDEA AS A REMEDY.

PLEASE RECONSIDER.  Thank you.

Susan Keyte

mailto:suzikeyte@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.cabrera@sfgov.org


Opera Plaza Condo Owner
601 Van Ness Ave., #741
San Francisco, CA. 94102
 415-605-6903

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.google.com/maps/search/601+Van+Ness+Ave.,+*23741+%0D*0A+San+Francisco,+CA.+94102?entry=gmail&source=g___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzoyZDZmNjhkNmQ0ZjQ5NWVjN2EyOGMyMDIyNzU0NDk0Mjo2OjI3M2Q6YzY1MjJiZTM0NDFhMzg2ZmVlNTU3NzBiZDcwMDUyNWIzY2E1YjRjOTRiNTY4ZjFjN2VhNjljNTBlYjBjNjQwMTpoOlQ
https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https://www.google.com/maps/search/601+Van+Ness+Ave.,+*23741+%0D*0A+San+Francisco,+CA.+94102?entry=gmail&source=g___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzoyZDZmNjhkNmQ0ZjQ5NWVjN2EyOGMyMDIyNzU0NDk0Mjo2OjEyYTM6Y2Q3ZTliYjFjZTE2OWU3Zjk0NjNhNDRjYTMzOGU2NGNkYWFjNzMyYjRjZGQ4NzMxMTA3ZTkxZjA0MzM0OGJiNTpoOlQ
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From: Tara Cahn
To: Cabrera, Stephanie (BOS)
Subject: United Nations Plaza Heart of the City Farmer"s Market Heritage Site
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2023 3:18:07 PM
Attachments: United Nations Plaza Heart of the City Farmer"s Market Heritage Site.One of the hidden Jewels of SF.Final.docx

 

Clerk Stephanie Cabrera: 
Re: Government Audit & Oversight Committee Meeting this week. Public comment
submission.

Please see attached letter. 

Thank you, 
T.Cahn

Tara Cahn Architecture 
Former Fulbright Scholar

mailto:tmccahn@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.cabrera@sfgov.org

United Nations Plaza Heart of the City Farmer’s Market Heritage Site	17 August 2023



One of the hidden Jewels of San Francisco, a diamond in the rough, hidden in plain sight. A crowning achievement of diversity, inclusion, community and above all, kindness. It must be cherished for the gem it truly is. Designated a Heritage Site at United Nation’s Plaza.



Heart of the City Farmers Market is an exemplar of all the good San Francisco and California agriculture stands for, and it is one of the most vibrant, thriving centers of San Francisco on market days. 



Yet it is being treated like a relic of the past, to be discarded, devalued. Cast aside for a purported “new San Francisco” devoid of the area’s historic culture and Civic community-a skatepark. It is a theatre of the absurd-that such a thing-anything, even be considered in this location that would displace the market on market days. (A block away an existing activity area is already designated at Civic Center Plaza.)



United Nations Plaza. Exactly what the market represents. A gathering place for people of all cultures, intermingling, in the true spirit of what markets throughout history represent across the world. That we are so fortunate to have extraordinary farm-fresh produce brought from all over California directly by the farmers themselves year-round is the envy of the rest of the United States. That we have loyal farmers who for years wake at 3am or earlier, drive 6 or 7 hours from as far away as Fresno or Bakersfield, the Sierra foothills, and hours north of Sacramento to this market, who often don’t get back home till after midnight, with fresh fruit and produce picked the day before, organic or pesticide-free, That we are supporting a crucial part of California’s economy, that we are feeding people -all people – from low income to chefs and otherwise - with healthy produce and fruit-our State’s finest, some of the world’s finest-that we have fostered a unique sense of community, all that is the best of Civil Society, and all that is at stake. For a skate-park, of unpredictable time-of-use. 



This must not happen here. It’s not just that. It’s the relationships built over time with the farmers and the community- both local and many people who travel from all across the City to this market, and tourists, who visit with great interest, and school children and pre-schoolers, who frequent on field trips for unparalleled great learning experiences. 



Critics point to the homelessness and drugs. It is awful, but it is NOT the market. And, in fact, the market, vendors and customers deal with it in an exemplary democratic way-that should be listened to. Sometimes vendors even employ a smart honest but less fortunate unhoused person to man their stall while they take a fast break. The market managers and security are quick to ensure safety for all attending the market. There is an acceptance that the market attendees are unfazed by what others may squeal at. The kindness is pervasive, and contagious. There is much to learn here about human decency. A nation of humanity on full display. 



Good urban planning treasures heritage and elevates it. Heart of the City Farmer’s Market at United Nation’s Plaza is a treasure. It deserves to be elevated in this space.



Great Cities throughout history are Civic centers for gathering. San Francisco’s Civic Center, still thriving with Arts and Culture, pulses with the multi-cultural Heart of the City Farmers Market at United Nations Plaza. Languages, custom dress, unique crops, farmers. The oldest market in San Francisco. A genuine market where vendors and customers foster long-term - multi decade relationships. This is a model of the best of society. It cannot and must not be moved to a lesser location that threatens so much – it’s size, attendance, access of all kinds, vendor vehicle safety. Instead, it should be given a heritage-site status. Right, exactly where it is at United Nations Plaza.



As the oldest market in San Francisco, irreplaceable on so many levels, we encourage City Officials to act imminently with foresight for the greater good, by designating the Heart of the City Farmer’s Market at United Nations Plaza a Heritage Site. 





Tara Cahn	



Tara Cahn Architecture

Former Fulbright Scholar
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From: Jan Michaels
To: Cabrera, Stephanie (BOS)
Subject: Farmer"s Market Location Change
Date: Sunday, September 17, 2023 1:15:50 PM

 

Please put me down in the record as a SF resident who opposed the location change of the
Farmer's Market at Civic Center Plaza. The market needs the extra space to thrive. A
skateboard park at UN Plaza is not a good idea. It will not improve anything. Thank you, Jan
Michaels
                   1580 Jackson St #11
                   San Francisco CA 94109

mailto:michaels.j9@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.cabrera@sfgov.org
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