
From: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
To: BOS-Supervisors; BOS-Legislative Aides
Cc: Calvillo, Angela (BOS); Somera, Alisa (BOS); Ng, Wilson (BOS); De Asis, Edward (BOS); Mchugh, Eileen (BOS); BOS-

Operations; BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Mayor Breed: San Francisco"s 10 million for APEC must be used for those who are most endangered: elderly and

persons with disabilities
Date: Thursday, November 2, 2023 2:15:58 PM
Attachments: f3a46787.png

Hello,
 
Please see below for communication from the San Francisco Gray Panthers regarding File No. 231086.
 

File No. 231086 - Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Summit (Chan,
Ronen, Preston, Dorsey, Walton, Safai, Melgar)

 
Sincerely,
 
Joe Adkins
Office of the Clerk of the Board
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
Phone: (415) 554-5184 | Fax: (415) 554-5163
board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org | www.sfbos.org
 

From: graypanther-sf <graypanther-sf@sonic.net> 
Sent: Sunday, October 29, 2023 11:59 AM
To: Breed, Mayor London (MYR) <mayorlondonbreed@sfgov.org>; Mariano, Eileen (MYR)
<eileen.f.mariano@sfgov.org>; Power, Andres (MYR) <andres.power@sfgov.org>
Cc: EngardioStaff (BOS) <EngardioStaff@sfgov.org>; Dorsey, Matt (BOS) <matt.dorsey@sfgov.org>;
Preston, Dean (BOS) <dean.preston@sfgov.org>; Chan, Connie (BOS) <connie.chan@sfgov.org>;
Mandelman, Rafael (BOS) <rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>; Walton, Shamann (BOS)
<shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Lopez-Weaver, Lindsey (BOS) <Lindsey.Lopez@sfgov.org>; Burch, Percy
(BOS) <percy.burch@sfgov.org>; Ronen, Hillary <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>; Stefani, Catherine (BOS)
<catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; Safai, Ahsha (BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; SafaiStaff (BOS)
<safaistaff@sfgov.org>; PrestonStaff (BOS) <prestonstaff@sfgov.org>; Fieber, Jennifer (BOS)
<jennifer.fieber@sfgov.org>; Low, Jen (BOS) <jen.low@sfgov.org>; Farrah, Michael (BOS)
<michael.farrah@sfgov.org>; ChanStaff (BOS) <chanstaff@sfgov.org>; MandelmanStaff, [BOS]
<mandelmanstaff@sfgov.org>; Hsieh, Frances (BOS) <frances.hsieh@sfgov.org>; Groth, Kelly (BOS)
<kelly.groth@sfgov.org>; Yu, Angelina (BOS) <angelina.yu@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS)
<jackie.prager@sfgov.org>; DorseyStaff (BOS) <DorseyStaff@sfgov.org>; PeskinStaff (BOS)
<peskinstaff@sfgov.org>; Angulo, Sunny (BOS) <sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>; Yan, Calvin (BOS)
<calvin.yan@sfgov.org>; Souza, Sarah (BOS) <sarah.s.souza@sfgov.org>; Lerma, Santiago (BOS)
<santiago.lerma@sfgov.org>; Carrasco, Imelda (BOS) <Imelda.Carrasco@sfgov.org>; Herrera, Ana (BOS)
<ana.herrera@sfgov.org>; Ferrigno, Jennifer (BOS) <jennifer.ferrigno@sfgov.org>; Barnes, Bill (BOS)
<bill.barnes@sfgov.org>; Berenson, Samuel (POL) <sam.berenson@sfgov.org>; Donovan, Dominica (BOS)
<dominica.donovan@sfgov.org>; Burch, Percy (BOS) <percy.burch@sfgov.org>; Gallardo, Tracy (BOS)
<tracy.gallardo@sfgov.org>; Gee, Natalie (BOS) <natalie.gee@sfgov.org>; RonenStaff (BOS)
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  This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

<ronenstaff@sfgov.org>; EngardioStaff (BOS) <EngardioStaff@sfgov.org>; StefaniStaff, (BOS)
<stefanistaff@sfgov.org>; Calvillo, Angela (BOS) <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Board of Supervisors (BOS)
<board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org>
Subject: Mayor Breed: San Francisco's 10 million for APEC must be used for those who are most
endangered: elderly and persons with disabilities
 

 

 

 
 
To: Mayor Breed

 
cc: Board of Supervisors
     Clerk of the board: please place in correspondence file: File No. 231086
 
 
Mayor Breed:
  We are an organization that advocates for the well being of people who are
elderly and disabled, and it is quite obvious that the security arrangements for
APEC will endanger the ability of frail people living in the area to receive
services that are essential in their homes & to access essential transportation.
     The SF 10 million must go to those endangered by the security zone.
Please demonstrate your care and concern for those whose basic needs
will be most affected by the limitations imposed in the security zone.

https://url.avanan.click/v2/___https:/sfgov.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6388571&GUID=FB88F1F2-072F-425C-A02B-957746838A79&Options=&Search=___.YXAzOnNmZHQyOmE6bzozODI4MjRmZTE0MDJkYTRlMWZiNTc2MTU1MDFiNDUwMTo2OjUyYmQ6OGUxN2E0NDYxMWJkZDg3YmZkYTkwZTBjODVlMWI3MTU3MTYyZWU5OTQ0MDMxNzE2YmM4YzQ2NzQyYjUzNzg2MDpoOkY


  The  $10 million in reserve funds set aside for the APEC conference MUST
BE USED to inform and assist seniors and people with disabilities as well as
families living in the area. Their needs and services should be our primary
concern.

 
Thank you,

 
Teresa Palmer and Art Persyko, San Francisco Gray Panthers Board Members
on behalf of San Francisco Gray Panthers
 

 



From: Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Economic Week
Date: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 11:46:48 AM

For file: 231086
-----Original Message-----
From: Pamela Tau <ptlee14@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 11:51 AM
To: Pamela Tau <ptlee14@gmail.com>
Subject: Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Economic Week

         This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted sources.

My name is Pam Tau Lee, a retired labor and environmental justice advocate, organizer and educator. I reside in
District 1.

I am in support of item 21, Prioritizing and Protecting impacted Communities during APEC Economic Week. To me
it is ironic that the Summit theme is “Creating a Resilient and Sustainable Future for All” when in actuality, since its
inception, it has been the wealthy and powerful who have benefited off the Pacific Rim. They thrive off the informal
trade agreements which support the exploitation and oppression of workers, women, migrants, and indigenous.

In Asia I have heard firsthand from those impacted by the practice of APEC. Multinational corporations reap their
profits by keeping labor costs low, ignoring health and safety and practicing retaliation and repression when workers
dare to speak up for their rights.

Under APEC, women have been channeled into industries designated as “low skilled” resulting in low pay, long
hours, injuries and illness, stress, lack of rest days and holidays. This now includes women working on AI programs
starting at the computer screen for hours at a time with no breaks.

Environmentally, seven out of ten of the world's top CO2 emitting emissions are members of APEC. Lax
environmental protection language has allowed increased deforestation of sacred forests and pollution from mining
and other extractive activities has poisoned the land and water.

Globally APEC’s actions result in zillionaire profits for the wealthy alongside inhumane conditions for its most
vulnerable and the exploitation of the environment. It is important that the Summit notes that in SF communities like
Samoans, Tongans, Chamoru, Fijians and Hawaiians are Indigenous people of the Pacific and decisions that APEC
makes will greatly affect their lives here in SF. Their voices must be sought out about the use of their lands that they
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have stewarded for time immemorial.

APEC’s plan for November’s Summit reflects the same inhuman approach. Following the passage of this measure,
the Mayor and City needs to move quickly to concretely work with community representatives to solve the harms
and disruption posed by the Summit.



October 24, 2023

Dear Supervisors,

The SFCDMA Executive Board is writing today to join in support with Filipino
Chamber of Commerce for SF BOS File #231086. This resolution, authored by
Supervisors Chan, Ronen and Preston, advocates for diverse issues related to
the upcoming APEC conference. Some of the points included in the resolution
are unrelated to SFCDMA’s Mission and Vision. However, we fully support the
allocation of excess funds to mitigate adverse impacts on small businesses
within the conference security zone and timely, accessible updates for impacted
communities and businesses. We urge the Board of Supervisors to take whatever
action is possible to both allow for businesses throughout San Francisco to
benefit from APEC, while protecting us from disruptions and adverse economic
outcomes.

For 73 years, SFCDMA has sought to ensure that neighborhood commercial
corridors flourish. We provide advocacy, education and resources for our
members. We appreciate your attention to this matter and all your efforts to
help improve the small business climate in San Francisco.

Sincerely,

Masood Samereie, President

San Francisco Council of District Merchants Associations • 58 West Portal Avenue, #389, San Francisco, CA 94127 • info@sfcdma.org • www.sfcdma.org



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Support for Chan"s APEC Proposal
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 2:05:30 PM
Attachments: image001.png

From: Finn Palamaro <finn@dscs.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 1:13 PM
Subject: Support for Chan's APEC Proposal
 

 

Hello Board of Supervisors,
 
I hope all is well.
 
I’m just reaching out to let you know that the San Francisco Immigrant Legal and Education Network
(SFILEN) has signed on in support of Supervisor Connie Chan’s proposed resolution to prioritizing and
protecting impacted communities during the APEC summit.
 
Thank you,
 
 

 
Finn Palamaro
they/them/theirs
San Francisco Immigrant Legal and Education Network (SFILEN)
Program Manager
(628) 265-1491
Dolores Street Community Services
https://www.dscs.org
https://sfilen.org
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Rachel Lucero
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); EngardioStaff (BOS)
Cc: malayamovementsf@gmail.com
Subject: Commenting on Item 28 on BOS Agenda 10-24-2023
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:49:19 PM

 

Good afternoon,

I am a San Francisco Resident living in district 4. 

Please consider adopting the Resolution Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted
Communities during the APEC Summit. The past few months, I have personally
conducted outreach among residents, especially Filipino seniors and workers living
in SoMa to make sure they are aware of the impacts that SF hosting APEC will have
on their lives. Even as late as two days ago, most of the residents and workers we
have met with had not heard about APEC or that services they will need during
APEC (Ie. education, transportation, pantries, social services, etc.) will be severely
limited while the summit is in session. By not adopting this resolution to prioritize
our communities, we are leaving our most vulnerable communities - the elderly,
those with disabilities, and workers of color -- behind while we welcome billionaires
and heads of state into our community.

Because this event is quickly approaching, I believe it is crucial that the City
agencies inform residents and vulnerable communities as soon as possible and to
do so diligently.  I also urge you to prioritize City funding to mitigate the impacts
hosting APEC will have on the neighborhoods, small businesses, and vulnerable
communities. When large conferences such as APEC and Dreamforce are held in SF,
small businesses lose around 60 percent of their business because most of these
events are catered or they're forced to shut down. Many small businesses in the
Exclusion Zone and neighboring areas cannot afford to shut down during the
Summit, so the City's funds should support the businesses and residents who are
going to be critically impacted by increased surveillance and closures.

Lastly, I wish that you condemn the visit of Philippine President Bongbong
Marcos to APEC -- as he is son of the dictator Ferdinand Marcos, whose political
oppression and violent regime during the 70s and 80s has impacted the Philippines
to this day. The harm he has done to the Philippines has led to a forced diaspora
of Filipinos, including myself. I am concerned what kind of message this is sending
to the Filipino communities who have been harmed by both Ferdinand Marcos Sr.
and BongBong Marcos' policies, which ultimately put Filipino farmers, workers, and
women at risk. 

If you would like to learn more about the Marcos legacy, I welcome you to visit
my video on display at the SF MoMA in the Home Away from Home Exhibit inside
Steps Coffee, which highlights the impact of the Marcos family on Filipinos living in
San Francisco. 

In conclusion, please adopt this resolution so SF residents have more transparency,
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preparation, and support they need during the APEC Summit.

Best,

Rachel Lucero
-- 
Rachel Lucero 
(360) 910-5150 | rachlucero@gmail.com  

mailto:rachlucero@gmail.com


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Miguel N. Abad
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: Resolution File # 231086 [Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Summit]
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:47:48 PM

 

Dear Board of Supervisor Members,
 
As a San Franciscan, and a resident of District 10, and an educator in the city, I am
urging you to adopt agenda item 28 (Resolution File # 231086) Prioritizing and
Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Summit.
 
As an active citizen, I am concerned about the severe disruptions to the lives of
youth, elders, workers, educators, community workers, and small businesses in the
neighborhoods that will be directly affected by the APEC conference and security
zones. The area is home to many vulnerable communities of our city and the city has
done an unsatisfactory job in educating community members of the disruptions to
their livelihoods and daily lives during the duration of the APEC summit. As an active
citizen, I have conducted street outreach with Filipino community members of the
SOMA neighborhood this past week at events such as Undiscovered and the vast
majority were not informed about the disruptions in public transportation and mobility.
 
Moreover, APEC will be hosting heads of state such as Philippine president
Ferdinand R Marcos who is the executor of the estate of former Philippine dictator
Ferdinand E Marcos. President Ferdinand R Marcos continually ignored a standing
$353,000,000 contempt of judgement issued by the United States District Court for
the District of Hawaii on January 25, 2011, on behalf of Filipino human rights abuse
victims of the Ferdinand E. Marcos regime. Many Filipino immigrants in San
Francisco came to the US in response to political persecution and human violations
by the Ferdinand E Marcos dictatorship during the mid to late 20th century. As such,
the city should uphold local Filipino community members’ freedom of speech
protections if they choose to engage in civil demonstrations against President Marcos
over his family’s debt to human rights victims in San Francisco and across the world. 
 
I urge the board to support residents and working people of the affected communities,
as well as citizens' free speech protections by supporting this resolution.
 
Sincerely
Miguel N Abad 
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Zach Langley
To: EngardioStaff (BOS); Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Subject: Item 28 on BOS Agenda 10-24-2023 - Public Comment Dist 4
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:47:33 PM

 

Good afternoon,

Please consider adopting the Resolution Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted
Communities during the APEC Summit. The past few months, Malaya Movement
SF, SFCHRP, and other SF community organizations have conducted outreach in the
SoMa and other neighboring districts to ensure they are aware of the impacts that
SF hosting APEC will have on their lives. Even this late into October, most of the
residents and workers we have met with had not heard about APEC or that services
they will need during APEC (Ie. education, transportation, pantries, social services,
etc.) will be severely limited while the summit is in session. Because this event is
quickly approaching, I believe it is crucial that the City agencies inform residents
and vulnerable communities as soon as possible and to do so diligently.

I also urge you to prioritize City funding to mitigate the impacts hosting APEC will
have on the neighborhoods, small businesses, and vulnerable communities. When
large conferences such as APEC and Dreamforce are held in SF, small businesses
lose around 60 percent of their business because most of these events are catered
or they're forced to shut down. Many small businesses in the Exclusion Zone and
neighboring areas cannot afford to shut down during the Summit, so the City's funds
should support the businesses and residents who are going to be critically impacted
by increased surveillance and closures.

Malaya Movement SF has worked with the Filipino Communities in the SoMa as well
as survivors of Martial Law under the former Philippine president Ferdinand Marcos
Sr. His son and current Philippine president BongBong Marcos will be attending the
APEC summit.

It is concerning that this kind of message is sent to the Filipino communities who
have been harmed by both Ferdinand Marcos Sr. and BongBong Marcos' policies. "San
Francisco is for Dictators and Businessmen who forced you from your homeland"

In conclusion, please adopt this resolution so SF residents have more transparency,
preparation, and support they need during the APEC Summit.

Best,
Zach Langley
Dist 4 resident
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Caeli Benson
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS); Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Cc: malayamovementsf@gmail.com
Subject: Item 28 on BoS Agenda 10-24-2023
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:27:00 PM

 

Good afternoon,

Please consider adopting the Resolution Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities
during the APEC Summit. The past few months, Malaya Movement SF, SFCHRP, and other
SF community organizations have conducted outreach in the SoMa and other neighboring
districts to ensure they are aware of the impacts that SF hosting APEC will have on their lives.
Even this late into October, most of the residents and workers we have met with had not heard
about APEC or that services they will need during APEC (Ie. education, transportation,
pantries, social services, etc.) will be severely limited while the summit is in session. Because
this event is quickly approaching, I believe it is crucial that the City agencies inform residents
and vulnerable communities as soon as possible and to do so diligently.

I also urge you to prioritize City funding to mitigate the impacts hosting APEC will have on
the neighborhoods, small businesses, and vulnerable communities. When large conferences
such as APEC and Dreamforce are held in SF, small businesses lose around 60 percent of their
business because most of these events are catered or they're forced to shut down. Many small
businesses in the Exclusion Zone and neighboring areas cannot afford to shut down during the
Summit, so the City's funds should support the businesses and residents who are going to be
critically impacted by increased surveillance and closures.

Malaya Movement SF has worked with the Filipino Communities in the SoMa as well as
survivors of Martial Law under the former Philippine president Ferdinand Marcos Sr. His son
and current Philippine president BongBong Marcos will be attending the APEC summit. I am
concerned what kind of message this is sending to the Filipino communities who have been
harmed by both Ferdinand Marcos Sr. and BongBong Marcos' policies. 

In conclusion, please adopt this resolution so SF residents have more transparency,
preparation, and support they need during the APEC Summit.

Thank you for your time,

Caeli Benson

mailto:cae-038@berkeley.edu
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org
mailto:malayamovementsf@gmail.com


 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: Support for Resolution to Mitigation Negative Impact of APEC on SF Small Businesses
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 1:08:44 PM

From: Kristen Brillantes The Sarap Shop <kristen@thesarapshop.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 1:03 PM
To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Chan, Connie (BOS) <connie.chan@sfgov.org>;
Angulo, Sunny (BOS) <sunny.angulo@sfgov.org>; Hilary.Ronen@sfgov.org; Preston, Dean (BOS)
<dean.preston@sfgov.org>; Engardio, Joel (BOS) <joel.engardio@sfgov.org>; Melgar, Myrna (BOS)
<myrna.melgar@sfgov.org>; Stefani, Catherine (BOS) <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; DorseyStaff
(BOS) <DorseyStaff@sfgov.org>; Walton, Shamann (BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Safai,
Ahsha (BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; Mandelman, Rafael (BOS) <rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>;
SOMA Pilipinas Team <team@somapilipinas.org>; Hsieh, Frances (BOS) <frances.hsieh@sfgov.org>;
Burke, Robyn (BOS) <robyn.burke@sfgov.org>; Ho, Calvin (BOS) <calvin.ho@sfgov.org>; Lerma,
Santiago (BOS) <santiago.lerma@sfgov.org>; Prager, Jackie (BOS) <jackie.prager@sfgov.org>;
Hernandez, Melissa G (BOS) <melissa.g.hernandez@sfgov.org>; Smeallie, Kyle (BOS)
<kyle.smeallie@sfgov.org>; Dorsey, Matt (BOS) <matt.dorsey@sfgov.org>; Tam, Madison (BOS)
<madison.r.tam@sfgov.org>; david.owen@sfgov.org; Gallardo, Tracy (BOS)
<tracy.gallardo@sfgov.org>; Burch, Percy (BOS) <percy.burch@sfgov.org>
Cc: Raquel R. Redondiez <raquel@somapilipinas.org>
Subject: Support for Resolution to Mitigation Negative Impact of APEC on SF Small Businesses
 

 

Dear Board of Supervisors,
 
I hope this statement finds you well.
 
Today, our team is writing to wholeheartedly endorse the resolution to provide vital support to our
small businesses during the upcoming APEC summit. There are extraordinary challenges they face,
not only due to the disruption of this event, which has felt like reopening and deepening the wounds
and the hardships small businesses endured during the COVID-19 pandemic and the ongoing effects
and concerns related to safety and drug-related issues in our city.

Our small businesses have been through trials in recent times, that many say are at an intensity,
volume, and pace that is impossible to process at human speed. The pandemic inflicted economic
blows that many are still struggling to recover from. The resilience they demonstrated, the
adaptability they showcased, and the generosity they provided despite the loss is nothing short of
remarkable. There is a reason why we see small businesses have stuck it out to care for their teams
and their neighbors, unlike bigger enterprises who have left. Small businesses are what truly care for
the city, get their hands and hearts involved in all support and recovery work, and defend the city
from all criticism and doom loop headlines. These businesses are confronted with a multifaceted
crisis, and this one self-inflicted by our beloved city, and are being told “just make the most of it.”
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mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org


Drug-related issues and safety concerns pose significant challenges. Business owners, their
employees, and their customers face day-to-day uncertainties that strain their desire to stay and do
business in San Francisco. It's heartbreaking to witness the struggles of those who have chosen to be
here full-time, investing not only their livelihoods, and life savings, but their passion and dreams into
this city. How much more are we going to ask them to take and sacrifice, when they’ve already given
so much with the little they have?

And now, as we prepare for the APEC summit which is less than 3 weeks away and with no clarity,
we must acknowledge that the disruption it will bring threatens to tip the balance for these small
businesses. The additional strain of road closures, security measures, and limited access will only
exacerbate the already fragile financial situation that many of them find themselves in. As we have
checked in on one another, it’s the difference between survival and bankruptcy.

What troubles us is the incongruity in the allocation of resources. It's challenging to witness vast
sums poured into a temporary event that caters to visitors with a level of care and priority our small
businesses and local residents have received. The same level of urgency and prioritization is not
extended to our local business owners and citizens who remain committed to San Francisco
throughout the years, and especially have done the most to defend and nurture our city when the
headlines and the world continue talk down about it.

Supporting our small businesses during the APEC summit is a profound way to show that San
Francisco truly values the backbone of its community. By passing this resolution, we convey that we
are committed to helping them navigate through these trying times, that we appreciate their
resilience in the face of adversity, and that we believe in their potential to recover, thrive, and
continue to lead the city's unique character.

In conclusion, let us stand together to protect our small businesses. By offering them the support
they need, we not only safeguard their survival but also secure the city's future economic viability.
This decision is not only about preserving livelihoods but also about preserving the essence of San
Francisco. We must ensure that our small businesses, who have faced COVID, safety issues, and now
the APEC summit disruption, have the opportunity to flourish and feel confident to continue to
choose to be part of the city's recovery.

Thank you for your consideration,
 

Kristen Brillantes
She/Her | Co-founder & CEO

 
415-837-3871

kristen@thesarapshop.com
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This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hickey, Jacqueline (BOS)
To: BOS-Legislative Services; BOS-Operations
Cc: Somera, Alisa (BOS)
Subject: FW: Expressing Solidarity with Small Businesses, Seniors, and Families during the APEC Summit
Date: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 10:45:25 AM

 
 

From: jose@sffilamchamber.org <jose@sffilamchamber.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 7:33 AM
To: Calvillo, Angela (BOS) <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>
Cc: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Chan, Connie (BOS) <connie.chan@sfgov.org>;
Hilary.Ronen@sfgov.org; Preston, Dean (BOS) <dean.preston@sfgov.org>; Engardio, Joel (BOS)
<joel.engardio@sfgov.org>; Melgar, Myrna (BOS) <myrna.melgar@sfgov.org>; Stefani, Catherine
(BOS) <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>; DorseyStaff (BOS) <DorseyStaff@sfgov.org>; Walton, Shamann
(BOS) <shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Safai, Ahsha (BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; Mandelman,
Rafael (BOS) <rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>; Carlos Solorzano <Carlos@hccsf.com>; 'Wade Lai'
<wade@igrfx.com>; 'Matthew Ajiake' <drmatthewajiake@gmail.com>
Subject: Expressing Solidarity with Small Businesses, Seniors, and Families during the APEC Summit
 

 

October 23, 2023
 
President Aaron Peskin
Board of Supervisors
City Hall, Room 244
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689
 
 
Dear President Peskin and Esteemed Members of the Board of Supervisors,
 
We, the representatives of the SF Filipino American Chamber of Commerce, SF African American
Chamber of Commerce, Hispanic Chambers of Commerce of SF, and the Chinese Chamber of
Commerce, wish to extend our heartfelt appreciation for your ongoing dedication to the diverse
communities across San Francisco.
 
As we approach the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) Summit scheduled in the South of
Market area, particularly impacting the SoMA Pilipinas district, we express our collective concern
and solidarity with the small business community, senior citizens, and families, especially those with
school-aged children. The prestigious event, while bringing global recognition, also presents
significant logistical and operational challenges for our local entrepreneurs, vulnerable population
segments, and families.

mailto:Jacqueline.Hickey@sfgov.org
mailto:bos-legislative_services@sfgov.org
mailto:bos-operations@sfgov.org
mailto:alisa.somera@sfgov.org


 
Recent clarifications from the Secret Service regarding the security and operational measures have
underscored the likely disruptions that will impact the daily lives and livelihoods of our community
members. The highlighted challenges resonate deeply with us, and we believe it is essential to
address them in a manner that upholds the economic vitality and quality of life in our city.
 
We understand there is a resolution circulating which addresses some of these concerns. However,
we also acknowledge that the resolution contains language and viewpoints that may venture beyond
the core interests and focus of our alliance. Our primary aim is to advocate for the mitigation of
adverse impacts on small businesses, seniors, and families while promoting a conducive
environment for local entrepreneurship and community welfare during the APEC Summit.
 
We are keen on engaging constructively with the Board of Supervisors, other city agencies, and all
relevant stakeholders to explore effective measures and strategies that can alleviate the concerns of
our community members. Our alliance stands ready to contribute to dialogues and initiatives aimed
at ensuring a balanced approach to hosting the APEC Summit, one that respects both our global
commitments and the local heartbeat of San Francisco.
 
We look forward to fostering a collaborative spirit and working hand in hand towards addressing the
concerns of our community members while embracing the global opportunity that the APEC Summit
presents.
 
Thank you for your understanding, consideration, and continued service to our great city.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jose Pecho, Chairman
SF Filipino American Chamber of Commerce
 
Matthew Ajiake, President
SF African American Chamber of Commerce
 
Carlos Solorzano, President
Hispanic Chambers of Commerce of SF
 
Wade Lai, President
SF Chinese Chamber of Commerce
 
 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: SOMA Community Letter of Concern re APEC / Support for Supervisor Chan Resolution # File 231-086
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 5:11:19 PM
Attachments: SOMA Community Concerns re APEC.pdf

 

From: Raquel Redondiez <raquel@somapilipinas.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 4:59 PM
To: Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Chan, Connie (BOS) <connie.chan@sfgov.org>;
Calvillo, Angela (BOS) <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>
Cc: Aureen Almario <aureen@bindlestiffstudio.org>; John Avalos <john@sfic-409.org>; Kristen |
Sarap Shop <kristen@thesarapshop.com>; Charm Consolacion <ccconsolacion3@gmail.com>; Rudy
Corpuz <rudy@unitedplayaz.org>; desi@kultivatelabs.org; John Elberling <johne@todco.org>;
Jennifer De Palm <jennifer@somacc.org>; Jose Pecho <jose@sffilamchamber.org>; Manuel Ramirez
<bonchonmetreon@gmail.com>; deanna sison <deanna@mestizasf.com>; Carol Tang
<carol@creativity.org>; DPH-btraynor <btraynor@att.net>
Subject: SOMA Community Letter of Concern re APEC / Support for Supervisor Chan Resolution #
File 231-086
 

 

Dear President Peskin and Supervisors: 
 
Please see below and attached a letter signed by 14 community serving organizations, small
businesses and cultural institutions and their concerns regarding APEC impacts on the SOMA
neighborhood workers, residents, especially families and seniors and in support of Supervisor Chan's
resolution which is item #28 on tomorrow's agenda. 
 
Thank you,
Raquel

_________________________
October 23, 2023
 
Dear President Peskin and Members of the Board of Supervisors:
 
Thank you for your support of working class families, seniors and small businesses  in
the South of Market and throughout the City.
 
We are community serving groups,  cultural instituions, and small businesses in and
around the vicinity of the Moscone Center and we are writing to express our strong
support for Supervisor Connie Chan’s resolution to protect immigrant families,
seniors, and small businesses in the upcoming APEC summit November 11-18, 2023.

mailto:frances.hsieh@sfgov.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org



October 23, 2023


Dear President Peskin and Members of the Board of Supervisors:


Thank you for your support of working class families, seniors and small businesses in
the South of Market and throughout the City.


We are community serving groups, cultural instituions, and small businesses in and
around the vicinity of the Moscone Center and we are writing to express our strong
support for Supervisor Connie Chan’s resolution to protect immigrant families, seniors,
and small businesses in the upcoming APEC summit November 11-18, 2023.


We are concerned that the upcoming APEC Summit will have a significant impact on
our community’s safety, mobility, ability to work, go to school, make a living and access
critical services including medical appointments and cultural and community programs.


As you know, the South of Market is home to a concentration of families and seniors,
with a number of affordable housing and senior buildings near Moscone between
Folsom and Harrison, cultural institutions, and small businesses in and around the
exclusion zone.


The APEC perimeter will impact not only our residents, workers, and small businesses
within the perimeter but also those outside the perimeter who will face vehicular and
pedestrian checkpoints, public transportation disruptions, street closures and increased
traffic.







Seniors are worried about being able to get around the perimeter, getting care from
family, friends and caregivers, access to food, exercise and medical appointments, and
overall safety and mobility in and around the Moscone area and South of Market.


Small businesses are deeply concerned about customers not having safe access to
their business, requiring background checks for their staff and/or vendors, and loss of
income for their workers and business.


Students and families are concerned about their travel to school, childcare or school
impacts, having to cross pedestrian and militarized checkpoints.


We are surprised and concerned that there has been no outreach to community based
organizations or even the schools that will be impacted, senior centers, and public
institutions.


We thank Supervisor Chan for their resolution and request all members of the Board to
co-sponsor, support and to work with your communities to ensure local impacts are
addressed.


Thank you very much,


Aureen Almario, Artistic Director - Bindlestiff Studio
John Avalos, Executive Director– Council of Community Housing Organizations
Kristen Brilliantes, Owner- Sarap Shop
Charm Consolacion, Director- Filipino Education Center Galing Bata Program
Rudy Corpuz Jr, Director- United Playaz
Desi Danganan, Executive Director- Kultivate Labs
John Elberling, President- TODCO
Jennifer De Palm, Executive Director- South of Market Child Care, Inc. (SOMACC)
Jose Pecho, President- San Francisco Filipino Chamber of Commerce
Manuel Ramirez III, Owner- Bonchon
Raquel Redondiez, Director - SOMA Pilipinas
Deanna Sison, Owner- Mestiza and Victory Hall
Dr. Carol Tang, Executive Director- Children’s Creativity Museum
Betty Traynor, Board President- Senior Disability Action







 
We are concerned that the upcoming APEC Summit will have a significant impact on
our community’s  safety, mobility,  ability to work, go to school, make a living and
access critical services including medical appointments and cultural and community
programs. 
 
As you know, the South of Market is home to a concentration of  families and seniors,
with a number of affordable housing and senior buildings near Moscone between
Folsom and Harrison, cultural institutions, and small businesses in and around the
exclusion zone.  
 
The APEC perimeter will impact not only our residents, workers, and small
businesses within the perimeter but also those outside the perimeter who will face
vehicular and pedestrian checkpoints, public transportation disruptions, street
closures and increased traffic. 
 
Seniors are worried about being able to get around the perimeter, getting care from
family, friends and caregivers, access to food, exercise and medical appointments,
and overall safety and mobility in and around the Moscone area and South of Market.
 
Small businesses are deeply concerned about customers not having safe access to
their business, requiring background checks for their staff and/or vendors, and loss of
income for their workers and business.
 
Students and families are concerned about their travel to school, childcare or school
impacts, having to cross pedestrian and militarized checkpoints.
 
We are surprised and concerned that there has been no outreach to community
based organizations or even the schools that will be impacted, senior centers, and
public institutions.
 
We thank Supervisor Chan for their resolution and request all members of the Board
to co-sponsor, support and to work with your communities to ensure local impacts are
addressed. 
 
Thank you very much,

Aureen Almario, Artistic Director - Bindlestiff Studio
John Avalos, Executive Director– Council of Community Housing Organizations
Kristen Brilliantes, Owner- Sarap Shop
Charm Consolacion, Director- Filipino Education Center Galing Bata Program
Rudy Corpuz Jr, Director- United Playaz 
Desi Danganan, Executive Director- Kultivate Labs
John Elberling, President- TODCO
Jennifer De Palm, Executive Director- South of Market Child Care, Inc. (SOMACC)



Jose Pecho, President- San Francisco Filipino Chamber of Commerce
Manuel Ramirez III, Owner- Bonchon 
Raquel Redondiez, Director - SOMA Pilipinas 
Deanna Sison, Owner-  Mestiza and Victory Hall
Dr. Carol Tang, Executive Director- Children’s Creativity Museum
Betty Traynor, Board President- Senior Disability Action
 

 
 
--
Raquel R. Redondiez
SOMA Pilipinas Director
Filipino Cultural Heritage District
Filipino-American Development Foundation
 
Sign up for our newsletter to keep in touch with us!
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October 23, 2023

Dear President Peskin and Members of the Board of Supervisors:

Thank you for your support of working class families, seniors and small businesses in
the South of Market and throughout the City.

We are community serving groups, cultural instituions, and small businesses in and
around the vicinity of the Moscone Center and we are writing to express our strong
support for Supervisor Connie Chan’s resolution to protect immigrant families, seniors,
and small businesses in the upcoming APEC summit November 11-18, 2023.

We are concerned that the upcoming APEC Summit will have a significant impact on
our community’s safety, mobility, ability to work, go to school, make a living and access
critical services including medical appointments and cultural and community programs.

As you know, the South of Market is home to a concentration of families and seniors,
with a number of affordable housing and senior buildings near Moscone between
Folsom and Harrison, cultural institutions, and small businesses in and around the
exclusion zone.

The APEC perimeter will impact not only our residents, workers, and small businesses
within the perimeter but also those outside the perimeter who will face vehicular and
pedestrian checkpoints, public transportation disruptions, street closures and increased
traffic.



Seniors are worried about being able to get around the perimeter, getting care from
family, friends and caregivers, access to food, exercise and medical appointments, and
overall safety and mobility in and around the Moscone area and South of Market.

Small businesses are deeply concerned about customers not having safe access to
their business, requiring background checks for their staff and/or vendors, and loss of
income for their workers and business.

Students and families are concerned about their travel to school, childcare or school
impacts, having to cross pedestrian and militarized checkpoints.

We are surprised and concerned that there has been no outreach to community based
organizations or even the schools that will be impacted, senior centers, and public
institutions.

We thank Supervisor Chan for their resolution and request all members of the Board to
co-sponsor, support and to work with your communities to ensure local impacts are
addressed.

Thank you very much,

Aureen Almario, Artistic Director - Bindlestiff Studio
John Avalos, Executive Director– Council of Community Housing Organizations
Kristen Brilliantes, Owner- Sarap Shop
Charm Consolacion, Director- Filipino Education Center Galing Bata Program
Rudy Corpuz Jr, Director- United Playaz
Desi Danganan, Executive Director- Kultivate Labs
John Elberling, President- TODCO
Jennifer De Palm, Executive Director- South of Market Child Care, Inc. (SOMACC)
Jose Pecho, President- San Francisco Filipino Chamber of Commerce
Manuel Ramirez III, Owner- Bonchon
Raquel Redondiez, Director - SOMA Pilipinas
Deanna Sison, Owner- Mestiza and Victory Hall
Dr. Carol Tang, Executive Director- Children’s Creativity Museum
Betty Traynor, Board President- Senior Disability Action



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Somera, Alisa (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: APEC Impacts on 2000 Yerba Buena Neighborhood Senior Residents
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 3:10:35 PM
Attachments: San Francisco Board of Supervisors 10_23.pdf

For file 231086
 
Alisa Somera
Legislative Deputy Director
San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102
415.554.7711 direct | 415.554.5163 fax
alisa.somera@sfgov.org
 

(VIRTUAL APPOINTMENTS) To schedule a “virtual” meeting with me (on Microsoft Teams), please
ask and I can answer your questions in real time.
 
Click HERE to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form.
 
The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters
since August 1998.
 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to
disclosure under the California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information
provided will not be redacted.  Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information
when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its committees. All written or oral communications that
members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available to
all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information from these
submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar
information that a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the Board
of Supervisors website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.
 

From: Peter Stevens <peter@todco.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 1:25 PM
To: Calvillo, Angela (BOS) <angela.calvillo@sfgov.org>; Somera, Alisa (BOS)
<alisa.somera@sfgov.org>
Subject: APEC Impacts on 2000 Yerba Buena Neighborhood Senior Residents
 

 

Dear Angela and Alisa,
 
Please see our attached letter titled APEC Impacts on 2000 Yerba Buena Neighborhood Senior
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mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
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http://www.sfbos.org/index.aspx?page=9681



230 Fourth Street San Francisco CA 94103 


  
 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
City Hall  
San Francisco CA 94102   October 23, 2023 
 
RE: APEC IMPACTS ON 2000 YERBA BUENA NEIGHBORHOOD SENIOR RESIDENTS 
 


Honorable Supervisors: 


 


The elders of our Yerba Buena Neighborhood are very alarmed. We all live inside the lock-down APEC 


security zone. 


 


Despite many months leading up to this mega event the city has done no proper planning at all to, first, 


learn about, and second then plan for, the logistical needs for access and services for the 2000 seniors 


living in the 8 residences in YBC neighborhood (diagram attached). No one ever reached out to us in 


recent months. This is totally inept. This needs to be done ASAP. 


 


The practical issues that need to be addressed and made to work include: 


 


• Paratransit services access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 


8 senior residences and the Steppingstone Adult Day Health Center on Mabini Street. 


 


• Taxi/rideshare access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 8 


senior residences throughout the day for residents’ necessary trips to other locations in the City, 


especially those with mobility impairments. Very, very few own a car. And also for family 


resident pick ups/drop offs. 


 


• 24 hour access to the 8 residencies for all building staff (more than 100 workers), and for chore 


workers and other in-home support service providers. 


 


• No delays to meal lunch program food delivery access to several meal sites (so cooked food 


won’t get cold – going to Pier 27 first cannot work) and Meals on Wheels access throughout the 


day. 


 


• While most deliveries, service calls, move-ins/outs, etc etc. for the 8 residences can be 


rescheduled to avoid APEC there will be exceptions. 


 


• Well over half of the seniors are Chinese elders, so bi-lingual assistance is necessary at all access 


points. 


  


In general, procedures that may work for the residents of the condos and apartment buildings in the 


area, which seems to be the current City/Secret Service approach, will not suffice for the special 


circumstances of the elderly and their supportive residences. Without careful advance planning, and 







230 Fourth Street San Francisco CA 94103 


continual on-site information sharing with our staff and residents, many will find themselves in house 


arrest for days. 


 


And during APEC there has to be a single designated city contact we can call for real-time problem 


solving when something comes up.  


  


Who’s in charge of all this on the city side?? We don’t know, no one has told us. Someone needs to be 


responsible and accountable. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


John Elberling, President 


TODCO Group 


415-660-8824 


johne@todco.org 


 


cc: Mayor London Breed 


 Yerba Buena Community Benefit District 


 


 


 


 


 







THE YERBA BUENA “SENIOR VILLAGE’ 
 


 
About 2,000 elders now live in 8 senior residences 


within the larger Yerba Buena Neighborhood. Most are 
immigrants – more than half are Chinese, along with large 
Filipino and Russian groups – and their average age is now 
nearly 80 years. Almost 2/3 are women. After 25 years of  


 
persistent efforts by community members and (some) 
public officials to add support services and build a real 
Neighborhood where none was originally intended, the 
result is: 


 







 


One of the Very Best Places for Elders To Live in the USA!  
 


 
 


SENIOR RESIDENCES 
 


1. Clementina Towers (Opened 1971) 276 Units  
Owned by San Francisco Housing Authority 


 
2. Silvercrest Residence (Opened 1973) 257 Units 


Owned by Salvation Army 
 


3. Alexis Apartments (Opened 1974) 206 units 
Sponsored by St. Patrick’s Parish 
 


4. Woolf House (Opened 1979, 1982, 1996) 212 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 
 


5. San Lorenzo Ruiz Center (Opened 1979) 149 Units 
Sponsored by Caballeros Dimasalang 
 


6. Ceatrcie Polite Apartments (Opened 1984) 91 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 


 
7. Mendelsohn House (Opened 1988) 189 Units 


Owned by TODCO Group 
 


8. Eugene Coleman Community House (Opened 
2005) 85 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 


 


 
 
 
 


 
SENIOR/COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND 


NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES 
 


A. St. Patrick’s Church (1872) 
 
B. Church Alice Street Community Gardens (Opened 


1985 next to Mendelsohn House) Operated by 
TODCO Group 


 
C. Adult Day Health Center (Opened 1989 in 


Mendelsohn House) Operated by North and South 
of Market Adult Day Health 
 


D. Senior Drop In Health Center (Opened 1994 in 
Ceatrice Polite Apartments) Operated by South of 
Market Health Center 
 


E. South of Market Corps/Chapel (Opened 1996 next 
to Silvercrest Residence) Operated by Salvation 
Army 


 
F. Clementina Commons (Opened 2005) Operated 


by TODCO Group & San Francisco Housing 
Authority 


 
G. Senior Lunch Program Sites at Woolf House, 


Mendelsohn House, Alexis Apartments, and South 
of Market Corps (Opened 1982 -2001) Operated by 
Self Help for the Elderly, Project Open Hand, 
Salvation Army 


 
H. Local Neighborhood Goods Retail Stores 


Walgreens Drugstore (Opened 1982), Fox 
Hardware (Opened 192?), Whole Foods Market 
(Opened 2003), Burlington Factory Outlet (Opened 
1990) 


 
I. Annual Yerba Buena Senior Ball (Since 1993) 


Sponsored by Moscone Convention Center and 
Yerba Buena Consortium 


 
o Yerba Bunea Gardens (Opened 1992, 1998) and 


Special Events 
Operated by San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency and Yerba Buena Alliance 
 







Residents. We submit this in regard to file number 231086.
 
If you have any questions please let us know.
 
Thank you for all of your work.
 
Peter Stevens
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
City Hall  
San Francisco CA 94102   October 23, 2023 
 
RE: APEC IMPACTS ON 2000 YERBA BUENA NEIGHBORHOOD SENIOR RESIDENTS 
 

Honorable Supervisors: 

 

The elders of our Yerba Buena Neighborhood are very alarmed. We all live inside the lock-down APEC 

security zone. 

 

Despite many months leading up to this mega event the city has done no proper planning at all to, first, 

learn about, and second then plan for, the logistical needs for access and services for the 2000 seniors 

living in the 8 residences in YBC neighborhood (diagram attached). No one ever reached out to us in 

recent months. This is totally inept. This needs to be done ASAP. 

 

The practical issues that need to be addressed and made to work include: 

 

• Paratransit services access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 

8 senior residences and the Steppingstone Adult Day Health Center on Mabini Street. 

 

• Taxi/rideshare access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 8 

senior residences throughout the day for residents’ necessary trips to other locations in the City, 

especially those with mobility impairments. Very, very few own a car. And also for family 

resident pick ups/drop offs. 

 

• 24 hour access to the 8 residencies for all building staff (more than 100 workers), and for chore 

workers and other in-home support service providers. 

 

• No delays to meal lunch program food delivery access to several meal sites (so cooked food 

won’t get cold – going to Pier 27 first cannot work) and Meals on Wheels access throughout the 

day. 

 

• While most deliveries, service calls, move-ins/outs, etc etc. for the 8 residences can be 

rescheduled to avoid APEC there will be exceptions. 

 

• Well over half of the seniors are Chinese elders, so bi-lingual assistance is necessary at all access 

points. 

  

In general, procedures that may work for the residents of the condos and apartment buildings in the 

area, which seems to be the current City/Secret Service approach, will not suffice for the special 

circumstances of the elderly and their supportive residences. Without careful advance planning, and 
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continual on-site information sharing with our staff and residents, many will find themselves in house 

arrest for days. 

 

And during APEC there has to be a single designated city contact we can call for real-time problem 

solving when something comes up.  

  

Who’s in charge of all this on the city side?? We don’t know, no one has told us. Someone needs to be 

responsible and accountable. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Elberling, President 

TODCO Group 

415-660-8824 

johne@todco.org 

 

cc: Mayor London Breed 

 Yerba Buena Community Benefit District 

 

 

 

 

 



THE YERBA BUENA “SENIOR VILLAGE’ 
 

 
About 2,000 elders now live in 8 senior residences 

within the larger Yerba Buena Neighborhood. Most are 
immigrants – more than half are Chinese, along with large 
Filipino and Russian groups – and their average age is now 
nearly 80 years. Almost 2/3 are women. After 25 years of  

 
persistent efforts by community members and (some) 
public officials to add support services and build a real 
Neighborhood where none was originally intended, the 
result is: 

 



 

One of the Very Best Places for Elders To Live in the USA!  
 

 
 

SENIOR RESIDENCES 
 

1. Clementina Towers (Opened 1971) 276 Units  
Owned by San Francisco Housing Authority 

 
2. Silvercrest Residence (Opened 1973) 257 Units 

Owned by Salvation Army 
 

3. Alexis Apartments (Opened 1974) 206 units 
Sponsored by St. Patrick’s Parish 
 

4. Woolf House (Opened 1979, 1982, 1996) 212 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 
 

5. San Lorenzo Ruiz Center (Opened 1979) 149 Units 
Sponsored by Caballeros Dimasalang 
 

6. Ceatrcie Polite Apartments (Opened 1984) 91 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 

 
7. Mendelsohn House (Opened 1988) 189 Units 

Owned by TODCO Group 
 

8. Eugene Coleman Community House (Opened 
2005) 85 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 

 

 
 
 
 

 
SENIOR/COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES 
 

A. St. Patrick’s Church (1872) 
 
B. Church Alice Street Community Gardens (Opened 

1985 next to Mendelsohn House) Operated by 
TODCO Group 

 
C. Adult Day Health Center (Opened 1989 in 

Mendelsohn House) Operated by North and South 
of Market Adult Day Health 
 

D. Senior Drop In Health Center (Opened 1994 in 
Ceatrice Polite Apartments) Operated by South of 
Market Health Center 
 

E. South of Market Corps/Chapel (Opened 1996 next 
to Silvercrest Residence) Operated by Salvation 
Army 

 
F. Clementina Commons (Opened 2005) Operated 

by TODCO Group & San Francisco Housing 
Authority 

 
G. Senior Lunch Program Sites at Woolf House, 

Mendelsohn House, Alexis Apartments, and South 
of Market Corps (Opened 1982 -2001) Operated by 
Self Help for the Elderly, Project Open Hand, 
Salvation Army 

 
H. Local Neighborhood Goods Retail Stores 

Walgreens Drugstore (Opened 1982), Fox 
Hardware (Opened 192?), Whole Foods Market 
(Opened 2003), Burlington Factory Outlet (Opened 
1990) 

 
I. Annual Yerba Buena Senior Ball (Since 1993) 

Sponsored by Moscone Convention Center and 
Yerba Buena Consortium 

 
o Yerba Bunea Gardens (Opened 1992, 1998) and 

Special Events 
Operated by San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency and Yerba Buena Alliance 
 



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: SF Rising Support for Resolution Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Summit
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 2:23:37 PM
Attachments: HC SF RIsing Logo.png

SFR - Letter of Support - Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during APEC Summit.pdf

From: Celi Tamayo-Lee <celi@sanfranciscorising.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 1:38 PM
Subject: SF Rising Support for Resolution Prioritizing and Protecting Impacted Communities during
APEC Summit
 

 

Dear President Peskin and Members of the Board of Supervisors,
 
Thank you for your support of working class families, seniors and small businesses  in
the South of Market and throughout the City.
 
We are writing to express our strong support for Supervisor Connie Chan’s resolution
to protect immigrant families, seniors, and small businesses in the upcoming APEC
summit which will be held in the South of Market. 
 
We are concerned that the upcoming APEC Summit will have a significant impact on
our community’s  safety, mobility,  ability to work, go to school, make a living and
access critical services including medical appointments and cultural and community
programs. 
 
As you know, the South of Market is home to a concentration of  families and seniors,
with a number of affordable housing and senior buildings near Moscone between
Folsom and Harrison, cultural institutions, and small businesses in and around the
exclusion zone.  
 
The APEC perimeter will impact not only residents, workers, and small businesses
within the perimeter but also those outside the perimeter who will face vehicular and
pedestrian checkpoints, public transportation disruptions, street closures and
increased traffic. 
 
Seniors are worried about being able to get around the perimeter, getting care from
family, friends and caregivers, access to food, exercise and medical appointments,
and overall safety and mobility in and around the Moscone area and South of Market.
 
Small businesses are deeply concerned about customers not having safe access to
their business, requiring background checks for their staff and/or vendors, and loss of
income for their workers and business.

mailto:frances.hsieh@sfgov.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
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Dear President Peskin and Members of the Board of Supervisors:


Thank you for your support of working class families, seniors and small businesses in the South
of Market and throughout the City.


We are writing to express our strong support for Supervisor Connie Chan’s resolution to protect
immigrant families, seniors, and small businesses in the upcoming APEC summit which will be
held in the South of Market.


We are concerned that the upcoming APEC Summit will have a significant impact on our
community’s safety, mobility, ability to work, go to school, make a living and access critical
services including medical appointments and cultural and community programs.


As you know, the South of Market is home to a concentration of families and seniors, with a
number of affordable housing and senior buildings near Moscone between Folsom and
Harrison, cultural institutions, and small businesses in and around the exclusion zone.


The APEC perimeter will impact not only residents, workers, and small businesses within the
perimeter but also those outside the perimeter who will face vehicular and pedestrian
checkpoints, public transportation disruptions, street closures and increased traffic.


Seniors are worried about being able to get around the perimeter, getting care from family,
friends and caregivers, access to food, exercise and medical appointments, and overall safety
and mobility in and around the Moscone area and South of Market.


Small businesses are deeply concerned about customers not having safe access to their
business, requiring background checks for their staff and/or vendors, and loss of income for
their workers and business.


Students and families are concerned about their travel to school, childcare or school impacts,
having to cross pedestrian and militarized checkpoints.







In addition, San Francisco Rising shares an office with Senior and Disability Action in the
SOMA. Our staff and members use the office daily to conduct meaningful programming in the
community and are concerned about the limitations of our operations and general sense of
safety while commuting.


We are surprised and concerned that there has been no outreach to community based
organizations or even the schools that will be impacted, senior centers, and public institutions.


We thank Supervisor Chan for their resolution and request all members of the Board to
co-sponsor, support and to work with your communities to ensure local impacts are addressed.


Celi Tamayo-Lee
Executive Director
San Francisco Rising







 
Students and families are concerned about their travel to school, childcare or school
impacts, having to cross pedestrian and militarized checkpoints.
 
In addition, San Francisco Rising shares an office with Senior and Disability Action
in the SOMA. Our staff and members, many of whom are elders and people with
disabilities, use the office daily to conduct meaningful programming in the
community and are concerned about the limitations of our operations and general
sense of safety while commuting.
 
We are surprised and concerned that there has been no outreach to community
based organizations or even the schools that will be impacted, senior centers, and
public institutions.
 
We thank Supervisor Chan for their resolution and request all members of the Board
to co-sponsor, support and to work with your communities to ensure local impacts are
addressed. 
 
Please find the resolution legislation here. And an official letter attached. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Celi Tamayo-Lee 
 
 
--
 
 
Celi Tamayo-Lee
they/them
Executive Director
SF Rising
 
A guest on the traditional and ancestral lands of the Ramaytush Ohlone People. 
 
sfrising.org FB | IG | TW
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10/23/23

Dear President Peskin and Members of the Board of Supervisors:

Thank you for your support of working class families, seniors and small businesses in the South
of Market and throughout the City.

We are writing to express our strong support for Supervisor Connie Chan’s resolution to protect
immigrant families, seniors, and small businesses in the upcoming APEC summit which will be
held in the South of Market.

We are concerned that the upcoming APEC Summit will have a significant impact on our
community’s safety, mobility, ability to work, go to school, make a living and access critical
services including medical appointments and cultural and community programs.

As you know, the South of Market is home to a concentration of families and seniors, with a
number of affordable housing and senior buildings near Moscone between Folsom and
Harrison, cultural institutions, and small businesses in and around the exclusion zone.

The APEC perimeter will impact not only residents, workers, and small businesses within the
perimeter but also those outside the perimeter who will face vehicular and pedestrian
checkpoints, public transportation disruptions, street closures and increased traffic.

Seniors are worried about being able to get around the perimeter, getting care from family,
friends and caregivers, access to food, exercise and medical appointments, and overall safety
and mobility in and around the Moscone area and South of Market.

Small businesses are deeply concerned about customers not having safe access to their
business, requiring background checks for their staff and/or vendors, and loss of income for
their workers and business.

Students and families are concerned about their travel to school, childcare or school impacts,
having to cross pedestrian and militarized checkpoints.



In addition, San Francisco Rising shares an office with Senior and Disability Action in the
SOMA. Our staff and members use the office daily to conduct meaningful programming in the
community and are concerned about the limitations of our operations and general sense of
safety while commuting.

We are surprised and concerned that there has been no outreach to community based
organizations or even the schools that will be impacted, senior centers, and public institutions.

We thank Supervisor Chan for their resolution and request all members of the Board to
co-sponsor, support and to work with your communities to ensure local impacts are addressed.

Celi Tamayo-Lee
Executive Director
San Francisco Rising



 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Hsieh, Frances (BOS)
To: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: FW: APEC Impacts on 2000 Yerba Buena Neighborhood Senior Residents
Date: Monday, October 23, 2023 2:23:05 PM
Attachments: San Francisco Board of Supervisors 10_23.pdf

 

From: Peter Stevens <peter@todco.org> 
Sent: Monday, October 23, 2023 1:11 PM
To: Chan, Connie (BOS) <connie.chan@sfgov.org>; Groth, Kelly (BOS) <kelly.groth@sfgov.org>;
Peskin, Aaron (BOS) <aaron.peskin@sfgov.org>; Preston, Dean (BOS) <dean.preston@sfgov.org>;
Melgar, Myrna (BOS) <myrna.melgar@sfgov.org>; Mandelman, Rafael (BOS)
<rafael.mandelman@sfgov.org>; Ronen, Hillary <hillary.ronen@sfgov.org>; Walton, Shamann (BOS)
<shamann.walton@sfgov.org>; Safai, Ahsha (BOS) <ahsha.safai@sfgov.org>; Tam, Madison (BOS)
<madison.r.tam@sfgov.org>; Engardio, Joel (BOS) <joel.engardio@sfgov.org>; Dorsey, Matt (BOS)
<matt.dorsey@sfgov.org>; Stefani, Catherine (BOS) <catherine.stefani@sfgov.org>
Subject: APEC Impacts on 2000 Yerba Buena Neighborhood Senior Residents
 

 

Dear Supervisors,
 
 
Please see our attached letter regarding the APEC impacts on 2,000 Yerba Buena Neighborhood
Senior Residents.
 
Best,
 
Peter Stevens
 
 

mailto:frances.hsieh@sfgov.org
mailto:bos.legislation@sfgov.org
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
City Hall  
San Francisco CA 94102   October 23, 2023 
 
RE: APEC IMPACTS ON 2000 YERBA BUENA NEIGHBORHOOD SENIOR RESIDENTS 
 


Honorable Supervisors: 


 


The elders of our Yerba Buena Neighborhood are very alarmed. We all live inside the lock-down APEC 


security zone. 


 


Despite many months leading up to this mega event the city has done no proper planning at all to, first, 


learn about, and second then plan for, the logistical needs for access and services for the 2000 seniors 


living in the 8 residences in YBC neighborhood (diagram attached). No one ever reached out to us in 


recent months. This is totally inept. This needs to be done ASAP. 


 


The practical issues that need to be addressed and made to work include: 


 


• Paratransit services access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 


8 senior residences and the Steppingstone Adult Day Health Center on Mabini Street. 


 


• Taxi/rideshare access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 8 


senior residences throughout the day for residents’ necessary trips to other locations in the City, 


especially those with mobility impairments. Very, very few own a car. And also for family 


resident pick ups/drop offs. 


 


• 24 hour access to the 8 residencies for all building staff (more than 100 workers), and for chore 


workers and other in-home support service providers. 


 


• No delays to meal lunch program food delivery access to several meal sites (so cooked food 


won’t get cold – going to Pier 27 first cannot work) and Meals on Wheels access throughout the 


day. 


 


• While most deliveries, service calls, move-ins/outs, etc etc. for the 8 residences can be 


rescheduled to avoid APEC there will be exceptions. 


 


• Well over half of the seniors are Chinese elders, so bi-lingual assistance is necessary at all access 


points. 


  


In general, procedures that may work for the residents of the condos and apartment buildings in the 


area, which seems to be the current City/Secret Service approach, will not suffice for the special 


circumstances of the elderly and their supportive residences. Without careful advance planning, and 







230 Fourth Street San Francisco CA 94103 


continual on-site information sharing with our staff and residents, many will find themselves in house 


arrest for days. 


 


And during APEC there has to be a single designated city contact we can call for real-time problem 


solving when something comes up.  


  


Who’s in charge of all this on the city side?? We don’t know, no one has told us. Someone needs to be 


responsible and accountable. 


 


Sincerely, 


 


John Elberling, President 


TODCO Group 


415-660-8824 


johne@todco.org 


 


cc: Mayor London Breed 


 Yerba Buena Community Benefit District 


 


 


 


 


 







THE YERBA BUENA “SENIOR VILLAGE’ 
 


 
About 2,000 elders now live in 8 senior residences 


within the larger Yerba Buena Neighborhood. Most are 
immigrants – more than half are Chinese, along with large 
Filipino and Russian groups – and their average age is now 
nearly 80 years. Almost 2/3 are women. After 25 years of  


 
persistent efforts by community members and (some) 
public officials to add support services and build a real 
Neighborhood where none was originally intended, the 
result is: 


 







 


One of the Very Best Places for Elders To Live in the USA!  
 


 
 


SENIOR RESIDENCES 
 


1. Clementina Towers (Opened 1971) 276 Units  
Owned by San Francisco Housing Authority 


 
2. Silvercrest Residence (Opened 1973) 257 Units 


Owned by Salvation Army 
 


3. Alexis Apartments (Opened 1974) 206 units 
Sponsored by St. Patrick’s Parish 
 


4. Woolf House (Opened 1979, 1982, 1996) 212 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 
 


5. San Lorenzo Ruiz Center (Opened 1979) 149 Units 
Sponsored by Caballeros Dimasalang 
 


6. Ceatrcie Polite Apartments (Opened 1984) 91 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 


 
7. Mendelsohn House (Opened 1988) 189 Units 


Owned by TODCO Group 
 


8. Eugene Coleman Community House (Opened 
2005) 85 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 


 


 
 
 
 


 
SENIOR/COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND 


NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES 
 


A. St. Patrick’s Church (1872) 
 
B. Church Alice Street Community Gardens (Opened 


1985 next to Mendelsohn House) Operated by 
TODCO Group 


 
C. Adult Day Health Center (Opened 1989 in 


Mendelsohn House) Operated by North and South 
of Market Adult Day Health 
 


D. Senior Drop In Health Center (Opened 1994 in 
Ceatrice Polite Apartments) Operated by South of 
Market Health Center 
 


E. South of Market Corps/Chapel (Opened 1996 next 
to Silvercrest Residence) Operated by Salvation 
Army 


 
F. Clementina Commons (Opened 2005) Operated 


by TODCO Group & San Francisco Housing 
Authority 


 
G. Senior Lunch Program Sites at Woolf House, 


Mendelsohn House, Alexis Apartments, and South 
of Market Corps (Opened 1982 -2001) Operated by 
Self Help for the Elderly, Project Open Hand, 
Salvation Army 


 
H. Local Neighborhood Goods Retail Stores 


Walgreens Drugstore (Opened 1982), Fox 
Hardware (Opened 192?), Whole Foods Market 
(Opened 2003), Burlington Factory Outlet (Opened 
1990) 


 
I. Annual Yerba Buena Senior Ball (Since 1993) 


Sponsored by Moscone Convention Center and 
Yerba Buena Consortium 


 
o Yerba Bunea Gardens (Opened 1992, 1998) and 


Special Events 
Operated by San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency and Yerba Buena Alliance 
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San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
City Hall  
San Francisco CA 94102   October 23, 2023 
 
RE: APEC IMPACTS ON 2000 YERBA BUENA NEIGHBORHOOD SENIOR RESIDENTS 
 

Honorable Supervisors: 

 

The elders of our Yerba Buena Neighborhood are very alarmed. We all live inside the lock-down APEC 

security zone. 

 

Despite many months leading up to this mega event the city has done no proper planning at all to, first, 

learn about, and second then plan for, the logistical needs for access and services for the 2000 seniors 

living in the 8 residences in YBC neighborhood (diagram attached). No one ever reached out to us in 

recent months. This is totally inept. This needs to be done ASAP. 

 

The practical issues that need to be addressed and made to work include: 

 

• Paratransit services access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 

8 senior residences and the Steppingstone Adult Day Health Center on Mabini Street. 

 

• Taxi/rideshare access to the front doors (or alternative back door location) for each of the 8 

senior residences throughout the day for residents’ necessary trips to other locations in the City, 

especially those with mobility impairments. Very, very few own a car. And also for family 

resident pick ups/drop offs. 

 

• 24 hour access to the 8 residencies for all building staff (more than 100 workers), and for chore 

workers and other in-home support service providers. 

 

• No delays to meal lunch program food delivery access to several meal sites (so cooked food 

won’t get cold – going to Pier 27 first cannot work) and Meals on Wheels access throughout the 

day. 

 

• While most deliveries, service calls, move-ins/outs, etc etc. for the 8 residences can be 

rescheduled to avoid APEC there will be exceptions. 

 

• Well over half of the seniors are Chinese elders, so bi-lingual assistance is necessary at all access 

points. 

  

In general, procedures that may work for the residents of the condos and apartment buildings in the 

area, which seems to be the current City/Secret Service approach, will not suffice for the special 

circumstances of the elderly and their supportive residences. Without careful advance planning, and 
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continual on-site information sharing with our staff and residents, many will find themselves in house 

arrest for days. 

 

And during APEC there has to be a single designated city contact we can call for real-time problem 

solving when something comes up.  

  

Who’s in charge of all this on the city side?? We don’t know, no one has told us. Someone needs to be 

responsible and accountable. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Elberling, President 

TODCO Group 

415-660-8824 

johne@todco.org 

 

cc: Mayor London Breed 

 Yerba Buena Community Benefit District 

 

 

 

 

 



THE YERBA BUENA “SENIOR VILLAGE’ 
 

 
About 2,000 elders now live in 8 senior residences 

within the larger Yerba Buena Neighborhood. Most are 
immigrants – more than half are Chinese, along with large 
Filipino and Russian groups – and their average age is now 
nearly 80 years. Almost 2/3 are women. After 25 years of  

 
persistent efforts by community members and (some) 
public officials to add support services and build a real 
Neighborhood where none was originally intended, the 
result is: 

 



 

One of the Very Best Places for Elders To Live in the USA!  
 

 
 

SENIOR RESIDENCES 
 

1. Clementina Towers (Opened 1971) 276 Units  
Owned by San Francisco Housing Authority 

 
2. Silvercrest Residence (Opened 1973) 257 Units 

Owned by Salvation Army 
 

3. Alexis Apartments (Opened 1974) 206 units 
Sponsored by St. Patrick’s Parish 
 

4. Woolf House (Opened 1979, 1982, 1996) 212 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 
 

5. San Lorenzo Ruiz Center (Opened 1979) 149 Units 
Sponsored by Caballeros Dimasalang 
 

6. Ceatrcie Polite Apartments (Opened 1984) 91 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 

 
7. Mendelsohn House (Opened 1988) 189 Units 

Owned by TODCO Group 
 

8. Eugene Coleman Community House (Opened 
2005) 85 Units 
Owned by TODCO Group 

 

 
 
 
 

 
SENIOR/COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND 

NEIGHBORHOOD AMENITIES 
 

A. St. Patrick’s Church (1872) 
 
B. Church Alice Street Community Gardens (Opened 

1985 next to Mendelsohn House) Operated by 
TODCO Group 

 
C. Adult Day Health Center (Opened 1989 in 

Mendelsohn House) Operated by North and South 
of Market Adult Day Health 
 

D. Senior Drop In Health Center (Opened 1994 in 
Ceatrice Polite Apartments) Operated by South of 
Market Health Center 
 

E. South of Market Corps/Chapel (Opened 1996 next 
to Silvercrest Residence) Operated by Salvation 
Army 

 
F. Clementina Commons (Opened 2005) Operated 

by TODCO Group & San Francisco Housing 
Authority 

 
G. Senior Lunch Program Sites at Woolf House, 

Mendelsohn House, Alexis Apartments, and South 
of Market Corps (Opened 1982 -2001) Operated by 
Self Help for the Elderly, Project Open Hand, 
Salvation Army 

 
H. Local Neighborhood Goods Retail Stores 

Walgreens Drugstore (Opened 1982), Fox 
Hardware (Opened 192?), Whole Foods Market 
(Opened 2003), Burlington Factory Outlet (Opened 
1990) 

 
I. Annual Yerba Buena Senior Ball (Since 1993) 

Sponsored by Moscone Convention Center and 
Yerba Buena Consortium 

 
o Yerba Bunea Gardens (Opened 1992, 1998) and 

Special Events 
Operated by San Francisco Redevelopment 
Agency and Yerba Buena Alliance 
 


