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focus on special needs groups, including those with disabilities, by ensuring that 
intermediate care facilities or congregate living health facilities, with six or fewer 
residents are treated no differently than other by-right single-family housing uses 
as required in Health and Safety Code sections 1267.8, 1566.3, and 1568.08." 

• Action 8.3.3 includes a requirement that the City "[e]valuate open space and
exposure standards to reduce the number of projects seeking exceptions on typical
lot conditions, for instance by removing the inner court five-foot setback at each
level requirement under Planning Code Section 140 .... " 

• Action 8.4.10 requires that the City "[r]emove Conditional Use Authorizations
where required to achieve greater height for a housing project or replace height
and bulk districts that require Conditional Use Authorizations to exceed the base
height with one that allows the current maximum height. ... "

• Action 8.4.11 requires that the City "[r]educe the minimum lot size to 1,200 square
feet and minimum lot width to 20 feet for proposed projects that net at least one
housing unit."

• Action 8.4.17 includes a requirement that the City "[r]emove neighborhood
notification requirements for projects outside of Priority Equity Geographies that
are code complying, net at least one housing unit, and only expand the rear or side
of an existing building and for all non-discretionary ministerial projects."

Furthermore, HCD notes that prior amendments to Planning Code Section 121.1, 
specifically 121.1 (b)(1) and (2), appear to introduce subjective design review standards 
into the Planning Code. Subjective requirements such as "compatible with the existing 
scale of the district" and "contribute to the positive visual quality of the district" are 
contrary to the housing element Actions in 8.3 (Objective Design Standards & Findings) 
and could be contrary to the requirement for objective standards and criteria in the 
Housing Accountability Act (see Gov. Code,§ 65589.5, subds. (f)(1) and G)(1)). 
"Objective" standards are those "involving no personal or subjective judgment by a public 
official and [are] uniformly verifiable by reference to an external and uniform benchmark 
or criterion available and knowable by both the development applicant or proponent and 
the public official." (Gov. Code, § 65589.5, subd. (h)(8).) 

San Francisco Housing Policy and Practice Review 

As you are aware, on October 25, 2023, HCD released the San Francisco Housing 
Policy and Practice Review (Review). That report includes 18 Required Actions and 10 
Recommended Actions needed to address key findings of the Review. Some of the 
actions would be implemented, at least in part, in the draft Ordinance as originally 
proposed without exempting the SUD from key housing element commitments. As a 
result, the SUD and amendments to Planning Code Section 121.1 could undermine the 
City's efforts to implement the Required Actions outlined in the Review, including, but 
not limited to, Actions 1.4 and 1.10, and compromise the City's ability to address 
findings related to discretionary permitting processes and other procedural complexities. 






