
 
This message is from outside the City email system. Do not open links or attachments from untrusted
sources.

From: Jenny Bach
To: Board of Supervisors (BOS)
Cc: BOS Legislation, (BOS)
Subject: Proposed UMU Zoning - Lab Restrictions & Support for 700 Indiana Project
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 3:28:10 PM
Attachments: Zoning CLS Ltr 092424.docx.pdf

 

Good afternoon,

On behalf of the California Life Sciences, I am submitting this letter pertaining to File No.
240777 in response to laboratory restrictions and support for the 700 Indiana Project. Please
let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Jenny

-- 
Jenny Bach
(she/her/hers)

www.avenuesconsulting.net
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September 24th, 2024


Honorable Members
SF Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place
City Hall, Room 244
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689


RE: Proposed UMU zoning laboratory restrictions and support for 700 Indiana
Project


Honorable Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,


On behalf of California Life Sciences, the trade organization representing the Bay
Area’s biotechnology, medical technology, and life science organizations, I am writing to
express strong support for the 700 Indiana Project, while raising concerns about the
recent proposed legislation that would prohibit laboratory uses, including biotechnology,
in the Urban Mixed Use (UMU) zoning district.


The 700 Indiana Project is a significant opportunity for San Francisco to bolster its
leadership in the biotech industry, which not only contributes to innovation, but also
creates high-paying jobs and advances health outcomes and environmental
sustainability. The inclusion of biotech labs in this project is critical for fostering
groundbreaking research, particularly in the fight against climate change and the
development of novel therapeutics.


However, the proposed ordinance would revise the definition of “Laboratory” to include
“Biotechnology” and prohibit these uses in UMU zones. This change would significantly
hinder the growth of essential biotech industries like those envisioned for the 700
Indiana Project. The intent of UMU zoning is to "promote a vibrant mix of building uses
while maintaining the characteristics of formerly industrially-zoned areas in the city," and
we believe MBC BioLabs in the Dogpatch neighborhood exemplifies this vibrancy.


MBC BioLabs demonstrates how biotechnology can integrate successfully into
mixed-use neighborhoods, providing economic vitality while maintaining the character of
historically industrial areas. The Planning Commission's recommendation for
disapproval of the ordinance highlights these concerns. While it is recognized that the







proposed amendments do not result in a direct physical change to the environment
under CEQA Guidelines, their impact on San Francisco’s economic and scientific
landscape could be profound.
By enacting this legislation, we would send a discouraging message to stakeholders
and biotech companies that have chosen San Francisco as a hub for their work. We
cannot afford to lose our competitive edge, especially when other cities are aggressively
courting these industries. Limiting lab spaces in urban areas where biotech companies
thrive would push vital research and job opportunities elsewhere, undermining our city’s
standing as a global leader in both innovation and sustainability.


I urge the Board to reconsider this ordinance and recognize the critical role that
biotechnology and laboratory spaces play in the continued growth and success of
projects like 700 Indiana. Let’s support policies that encourage innovation and job
creation, not hinder them. Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have any
additional questions, please feel free to contact me at schung@califesciences.org.


Sincerely,


Sam Chung
Vice President, State Government Relations
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