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[Commemorating the ARC/AIDS Vigil]

Resolution recognizing the historic significance of the ARCIAIDS Vigil and encouraging

the City and County of San Francisco to place a plaque on or near the site of the

| ARCIAIDS Vigil:

WHEREAS, On October 27, 1985, two HIV-positive gay men chained themselves to
the doors of the old federal buiidihg located at 50 United Nations Plaza in San Francisco, to
protest the United Sfates government’s inaction in thé face of the deadly AIDS epidemic; and,

'WHEREAS, These two brave HIV-positive gay men were scon joined by a dedicated

group of volunteers who through their efforts'began what is officially known as the "ARC

| (AIDS Related Complex)/AIDS Vigil”, a decade-long demonstration that brought needed
awareness about the AIDS' epidemic and our federal government’s failure to respond to it;

and,

WHEREAS,; These courageous men and women brav_ed the elements, condemnation
from passersby, and repéated efforts to remove them from 50 UN Plaza; and,

V\ll-ilEREAS, Numerous San Franciscans, including elected officials such as then
Supervisors Harry Britt and Nancy Walker, participated in‘the vigil by chaining th.e‘mselves to
the old federal building and even being arrested, thereby bringing more attention to the
demonstration; and, _. |

WHEREAS, participants of the vigil preéented fou.r demands to our federal
governmenf, including the need to publicly recognize A!'DS, condemn AlDS-related
discrimination, allow physicians to prescribe medicines and treatments 'fo AIDS patients, and

begin a “Manhattan Project” type effort to fight the AIDS epidemic; and,
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WHEREAS, The ARC/AIDS Vigil was a turning boint in the fight against the AIDS

epidemic, helping to awaken the conscience of the City and _push for action by our federal

government; ahd, .

WHEREAS, The ARC/AIDS Vigil ended in December 1995; and, ‘

WHEREAS, It is critical that we as a City preserve our history and do ndt forget the
significance of the demonstration; now, fherefore, be if ‘
RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors heréby_ officially recc‘)gnizes:
the historic significance of the ARC/AEDS Vigil; and, be it |
FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors hereby honors
the contributions of all the brave men and women who participa’céd in the ARC/AIDS Vigil;
and, be it | |
IFLlJ'RTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors hereby

commemorates the memory and contributions of these brave men and women and calls upon '

the go\}ernment of the City- and County of San FranbisCo to place a piéque on or near the site -
of the ARC/AIDS Vigil so that we and future generations never forget what happened during
the fafeful period of Oc¢tober 1985 through December 1995; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That fhé San Francisco Board of SuperyiSors calls upon the
govérnment of the City and County of San Francisco to take any other steps that would be

appropriate and hecessary to commemorate the ARC/AIDS Vigil.
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