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sEp APROPOSEDINITIATIVE ORDINANCE TO BE SUBMITTED BY FOUR OR MORE
SUPERVISORS TO THE VOTERS AT THE NOVEMBER 8, 2011 ELECTION.

[Under Charter Sections 3.100(15) and 2.113(b), this measure must be submitted to the
Board of Supervisors and filed with the Depariment of Elections no fewer than 45 days prior
to deadline for submission of such initiatives to the Department of Elections set in Mummpal
Elections Code Section 300(b)]

[Park Code—Parks for the Public]

| ‘Ord;in'ance a.mendi:ng the San Francisco Park Code by adding. Section 12‘.49'to: 1)

ensure equal public access to parks and recreation facilities and prevent privatizét%ion

of our public parks and facilities; and 2) set an effective date.

NOTE: Adediﬁo;ns are sin,qle-underline italics Times New Roman,

deletions are

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San F ranciscb'

Sect;on 1. The San Francisco Park Code is hereby amended by addlng Section 12.49,
to read as follows:

SECTION 1. Title. This ordznance shall be known and may be cited as the “Parks for the Public”.
SECT. ION 2. Findings and Purpose. ‘

a) The people of San Francisco have long supported our parks, passing previous boﬁd measures
bya two-rhirds majority and establishing the Open Space Fi und.‘ Voters’ strohg support for public
fundmg of our parks is based on the San Francisco value of having high qualzty parks and clubhouses
that are accessible to everyone and free to the public.

b) For years there have been severe cuts to the Recredtion and Pa}‘ks Department,

compromising the public interest and ushering in the policy of pfivatizaz‘ion of parklands and ‘
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recreation facilities. The Department has spent millions of tax dollars to refurbish public clubhouses,

onlyto close them and lease them out fo private enfities.
| ¢) In 2010 the Recreation and Parks Department laid-off fecreation directors and eliminated
recreation staff posil‘ionS to the great detriment of our recreation facilities. As the City lost recreation .
directors, the Department hired new‘property managers and facil zly SUpPErvisors.
| Afterwards, the public saw an increase of clubhouses that have been leased out as the City
outsourced more pa-%k programming to privdte entities.
d) Escalating fees cannot replace General Fund support nor enable the hiring of adéquate
gardening and recreation staff. Escalating fees are separating City residents into those who can afford
fo pay for recreation programs and those who‘ are lo_sz'ﬁg acce&s.

e) Invaluable natural Spaces and the health and recreation needs of San Franciscans are being

- sacrificed for short term revenue. San Francisco parks are for general public recreational access, for

experiencing nature and for social gathering. As recreation facilities become reserved for more
exclusive and private use, the public loses access to vital public assets.
SECTION 3. New Park Code Section 12.49 Parks for the Public. Section 12.49 is added to

Section 12 of the San Francisco Park Code, to read as follows:

SECTION 12.49. PARKS FOR THE PUBLIC

Notwithstanding any other provision of law, as of the Effective Date of this Ordinance,v all ﬁarks |
or portions ther;eof and park and recreation facilz’z‘ie’s, shall rémain accessible to the public and those
that are currently without entry fee shall remain without en.try‘ fee. All recreation facilities, including

but not limited to clubhouses, not leased on the effective date of this measure, shall not be leased to

private entities but shall remain open and accessible to the public.

Nothing in this section shall diminish, interfere with or otherwise alter the Recreation and Park

Corﬁmz‘&sion aurhorig) under Article IV, section 4.11 3 (3) of the Chqrter.
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Nothing in this section shall prevent néighb-orhood groups or community based non-profit

organizations from providing programming in recreation facilities, including clubhouses.

. SECTION 4. Effective Date. The provisions of this ordinance shall take effect as of the date of
introduction of this measure.

2
3
5 SECTION 5. Severability. If any provision of this OI;dinance or the application thefeofto any
6
7
8
9

person or circumstances is held invalid or unconstitutional, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall

or unconstitutional provision or application; and to this end the provisions of this ordinance are
‘severable.

10

not affect other provisions or appl ications of this ordinance that can be given effect without the invalid

bl

SECTION 6. Amendments. The provisions of this initiative, once enacted, may
11 except by a subsequent initiative ordinance.
12
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