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FILENO. 110693 ) (SECOND DRAFT)

[Charter Amendment — Allowing Amendments to or Repeals of Initiative Ordinances and

‘Declarations of Policy Approved by the Voters on or after November 1, 201 1]

CHARTER AMENDMENT
PROPOSITION

Describing and setting forth a prepbsal to the qualiﬁed voters -of the City and County of
San Francisco to amend the Charter of the City and County of San Franc1sco by amendmg
~ Section 14.101 to allow amendments to or repeals of initiative ordlnances and declarations of
A policy approved by the voters on or after November 1, _201 1.

The Beard of vsupef/visors hereby submits to the qualified voters of the City and County;
at an election to be held on Noyember 8,2011,a probosal to amend the Charter of the City and
County by amendmg Section 14.101 to read as follows: - ' |

NOTE: Additions are smgle underlzne ztal ics Times New. Roman
dele‘nons are’

Section 1. Findi‘ngs "
1. For years members of the Board of Supervisors and the Mayor have placed initiative
ordinances and declarations of policy (”1n1t1at1ves”) o the ballot for the voters' cons1derat10n
2-. In addition, private individuals may draft and quahfy initiatives for placement on the
ballot without any substantive 1nvolvernent from the City. |
o3 These initiatives oftén address some of the most eomplex pohey issues facmg the
City.
- 4. Ceﬂec,tiv)ely, these processes regnlady place nufnerous initiatives before the voters in
City elections. | | | |
5. Unlessa voter-approved initiative provides otherwise, only the voters may repeal or
make any changes to it. This cumbersome system only encourages more and more initiativesto .
address technical glitclles, unforeseen consequences, and change‘d circumstances that clearly |
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warrant amendments. . This process also prevents'the repeal of initiatives that may have long
outlived their original aims and purposes.
Section 2. The San Francisco Charter is hereby amended by amending Section 14.101 to

read és follows:

- SEC. 14.101. INITIATIVES; AMENDMENT AND REPEAL,

(a) Voter-proposed initiative ordinances and declarations of policy ("voter-proposed

initiatives"). The voters may propose Aan initiaﬁve may-be-propesed by presenting to the

Director of Electlons an initiative petition contammg the-signatures of voters %Haf—we—and

szgi%eeébyvefeﬁ—%&mmq-ba—equal in number to at least five percent of the votes cast for all

candidates for #Mayor in the last preceding general municipal election for Mayor. Upon.

certification of the sufficienicy of a petition’s sienatures, the Director of. Elections shall submit
Ssuch initiative shall-be-submitted to the VOtCIS—bj%E@#&GPGPQ}%Z&GPiQHFb&BG%%&E%HﬁE&#Oﬁ—éf
El 9@ . : : l . v, . . : '

A vete on such initiative shall occur at the next general municipal or statewide election

: occurrmg at any time after 90 days from the date ef the Director of Elections executes the

certificate of sufﬁc1ency—eaeeeu¢ea%y—ﬁhe—9+%ee¢e+—e;‘%€leeﬁeﬁs unless the Board of Supemsors

dlrects that the 1n1t1at1ve be voted upon at a special municipal election.

If the initiative petition contamgmg signatures of voters #%e—%ﬂ&ﬂw—w—ﬁg%edby—ve%

%aq%tmbw—equal in number to at least ten percent of the votes cast for all candidates for Mayor

in the last .‘preceding general muniéipal elecﬁon for Méyor, and contains a réquesf that the
initiative be submitted forthwith to voters at a special municipal eledtion, the Dire(%tor of
Elections-éhall promptly céll such é- special .muni_c'ip'al electio'ﬁ on the initiative. Such election
shall be held not Iess» than 105 nor more than 120 days from the date of its calling unless it is
within 105 days of a general murﬁcipgl or statewide election, in which e\}ent the initiative shall -

be submitted at such general municipal or statewide election.
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(b) Amendment or repeal of voz‘er proposed initiatives. A@%ﬁanve—ef—deel&i—&tm—af

initiatives 'approved by the voters shall not be subject to veto, or to amendiment or repeal except

© by the voters, unless sach initiatives shall otherwise provide.

(c) Amendment or repeal of legislative initiatives. Under Sections 2.113 and 3.100(16),

either a majority of the Board of Supervzsors four members of the Board of Supervzsors or the

Mayor may propose initiative ordinances or declaraz‘zorzs of polzcv fo the voters ("legislative

inz’tiatives”). Legislative initiatives approved by z‘he voters shall not be subject to veto.

Legislative initiatives approved by the voters before November‘ 1, 2011 shall not be

subject to amendment or repeal except by the voters, urzle.ss such initiatives shall otherwise

provide.

Legislaz‘ive initiatives approved py the voters on or aﬁ‘er November 1, 2011 shall be -

subject to amendment or repeal by the voters. Legislative initiatives approved by the voters on

or after November 1, 2011 shall also be subject to amendment or repeal by the Board of

Supervisors and the Mayor as follows:

(1) Ifthe legislative initiative explicitly provides that it is subject to amendment or repeal

in a more permissive manner z‘han the procedure set forz‘h in Subsection (2) below, it will be |

sub;ect to amendment or repeal as provzded

(2) All legislative initiatives not described in Subsection (1) will be subject fo amendment

or repeal as follows:

(i)- For three years after the initiative's effective date, the initiative shall-not be subject to. -

a-m_endmerzz‘ or repeal except by the voters.

(lz) Thereaﬁ‘er until seven years have elapsed after the initiative's effectzve date, rhe

Board of Supervzsors and the Mayor may amend or repeal the zrzzz‘zaz‘zve by ordzrzance provzded
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that the Board of Supervisors must approve the amendment or repeal by a two-thirds vote of all

of its members.

(iii) After seven years have elapsed frpfn the initiative's effective date, the Board of

Supervisors and the Mayor may amend or repeal the initiative by ordinance.

(iv) Any amendments made under subsection (ii) or (tii) must further the purposes of the .

- initiative, and any ordinance amending an initiative shall include findings identifying those

purposes and stating how the amendments further the purposes of the initiative.

APPROVED AS TOFORM:
DENNIS J. R4, City Attorney

By: -
' ANDREW SHEN
Deputy City Attorney
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FILE NO. 110693

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST
(Second Draft) -

[Charter Amendment —‘Allowing Amendments to or Repeals of Ihiﬁative Ordinances and
Declarations of Policy Approved by the Voters on or after November 1, 201 1]

A proposal to amend the Charter of the City and County of San Francisco atan election
to be held on November 8, 2011, by amending Section 14.101 to allow amendments to
or repeals of initiative ordinances and declarations of policy proposed by the Board of
Supervisors or the Mayor. ' . : - |

' The Charter permits either the voters, the Board of Supervisors ("Board") or the Mayor
to place an initiative ordinance or declaration of policy on the ballot. The voters may do so by
collecting a sufficient number of signatures from voters registered in the City and County of .
San Francisco. Charter § 14.101. Board members may place an initiative ordinance or "
declaration of policy on the ballot by either a majority vote of the Board or with the approval of
four of its members. Charter § 2.113(a). The Mayor may also independently place initiative '
ordinances and declarations of policy on the ballot. Charter § 3.100(16). .

Once the voters have approved a measure, neither the Board nor the Mayor may
amend or repeal it, unless the measure itself explicitly grants that authority.- Charter § 14.101.

- Amendments to Current Law

The proposal makes minor, non-substantive amendments to the Charter's provisions
regarding initiatives placed on the ballot through the circulation of signature petitions. The
proposal does not alter existing law; if the voters approve those measures, neither the Board
nor the Mayor may.later change or repeal them. : '

‘ With respéct to initiatives placed on the ballot by the Board or the Mayor, and approved
by the voters on or after November 1, 2011, the proposed Charter Amendment would '
authorize the Board and the Mayor to amend or repeal them as follows:

e within three years of the initiative's effective date, the Board.and Mayor may not.
amend or repeal the measure;. ‘

« after the first three years, and until seven years have elapsed from the initiative's -
effective date, the Board and the Mayor may amend or repeal the measure by
ordinance, but the Board must first approve the amendments or the repeal by a two-
thirds vote of the Board (i.e., at least eight votes) before submitting the ordinance to

- the Mayor for the Mayor's approval; and '

» after seven years have elapsed from the initiative's éﬁective date, the Board and
‘the Mayor may amend or repeal the measure by ordinance, but the amendments or
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FILE NO. 110693

~ repeal require a majority vote of the Board (i.e., at least six votes) before submitting
't_he ordinance to the Mayor for the Mayor's approval. ,

To amend any initiative under this scheme, the Board would be required to include in the
ordlnance fndrngs establishing how the changes further the purposes of the initiative.

Backg round

On July 12, 2011, Supervisor Wiener duplicated file number 110401. The First Draft of

- this proposal is identical to the Third Draft of the Charter Amendment found in file number
110401. Under this Second Draft, the Board.and Mayor may amend or repeal measures

“approved by the voters on or after November 1, 2011 instead of those proposals approved on
or after January 1, 2012
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