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FILE NO. 110277

Seetreﬂiég%uegapdmg-the—autheﬂzaﬂeeef—hlst% (o} 12 authorrze vrntage signs; an

1 BOARDOFSUPERVISORS .

Amended in Committee - . o
6/20/2011 OR_.NANCE NO.

. e
N F Y

[Plan"nlng‘_.Code - Vintage Signs]

Ordinance amendlng theSan Francrsco Plannlng Code Section 608 14 ofbs,Lameﬁelmg

=L adeptmg Qakmg envrronmental t'ndlngs {-neled-mg—eﬂweﬂmen-’eal—ﬁﬁdmg& Plannmg‘

| . Code Section 302 t“ndmgs and fmdmgs of consrstency wrth the General Plan and

. Plannlng Code Sectron 101 1.

NOTE; : Addl’tlons are szngle—underlme zz‘achs T imes New Roman =

deletions are
Board amendment addrtlons are double underllne'd

Board amendment deletrons are stnkethreagh—ﬁet:mal

Be rt ordarned by the People of the Clty and County of San Francrsco .

| Sectlon‘l Frndrngs

‘(a) The Plannlng Department has determrned that the actlons contemplated in. thrs
ordrnance comply thh the Caln‘ornla Envrronmental Quallty Act (Calrfornla Public Resources

Code Section 21000 et'seq;). Sard determrnatlon is on file w1th the Clerk of the Board of-

 Supervisors in File No. 11 277 and is rncorporated hereln by reference

(b) These Plannlng Code amendments Wlll serve the public necessrty convenlence
and welfare for the reasons ‘set forth in Plannlng Commrsston Resolution No. 1 8376 and the

Board lncorporates those reasons hereln by reference A copy of Plannrng Commrssron

Resolutlon No. 18376 is on file Wlth the Clerk of the Board of Supervxsors in Flle No. 11-277.

(c)-These Plannrng Code amendments are consrstent with the General Plan and the

Pnonty Polrcres of Plannrng Code Sectlon 101 1 for the reasons set forth in Planmng

Commxsston Resolutron No 18376 and the Board rncorporates those reasons herein by

refererice. -
!
Supervxsor Campos -
 Pagel
" 6/16/2011
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Sectlon 2. The San Francrsco Plannrng Codeis hereby amended by amendrng Section _

- 608 1 4 to read as follows

SEC. 608. 14 HlSJ:GLFHGVlNTAQE SIGNSW&S-PQ:FEGSIGALD{SEHG?S_

(a). Restoratlon and llllamtenance Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 604(h) of fhzs

Code -Sszgns which deprct in text.or graphlc form a partlcular resrdentlal busmess cultural

economrc recreatlonal or other valued resource whrch is. deemed by the Plannmg

Commrssron to be ef—hlsterrc—value—and a cultural artrfact that contnbutes to the visual ldentrty

and hrstorlc character ofa City nezghborhood or the Crty asa whole shall be conS|dered a

‘ vrntage sign and- allowed o be restored reconstructed malntalned and technologlcally

~ lmproved on a property by Condltlonal Use authonzatron of the Plannlng Commlssron
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Franeisco;{b)- the hlsterle vrntag srgn to be restored reconstructed or technologrcally

rmproved deprcts a use, person, place thrng, cultural icon or other valued character or

characteristics of the Crty or a City nezghborhood that, at the time of the h+steﬂe vintage srgn

authorzzatzon—peﬁﬁﬁ—ﬂppkeaﬂeﬁ— is at least 40 years Old i(b)at least 20 percent of the area of the

szgn remazns legzble (c) the sign does not vrsually obstruct or srgnrflcantly impair or detract

from by glare or any other means, a City landmark or publlc VISta (d) the sign is. not larger

lithan the srgn that exrsted prior to the hlstenevrntage srgn aul‘honzatwn—éﬁi-gﬂaﬁsﬁ e#a—s+gn
. i’-hﬁ-’i—ts—P-Fe{aesed-fer—Festeratren and does not appear to be more vrsually promrnent than the

sign that exrsted prior to the h+steﬂe %gg‘q: auz‘hongatzon éﬁﬁ-ga‘%aﬁeﬁ and (e) the sign.is

malntamecl in good condrtlon repalr and workrng order. Desrgnatlon asa vrntage sign under

' de\'/elog. merit gro'[ects.'
25

Supervisor Campos i o ‘ _
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' o ‘ ' ‘ - 6/16/2011
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jn authonzatzon under this Sec

' Supervisor Campos ‘

( b) Applzcatton for Historie Vl ntagg Szgn Authartzatzon Przor to the Schedulzng of the
(a), the applzcant for

Condzttonal Use heanng before the Plannzng Commzsszon requzrea’ by Subsectzon

al h;eteﬁe Vln’fage Sight authortzatzon shall orovzde to the Departrnent evzdence in the fonfnj

: photjzraphs and/or documents demonstrating that

(1) the szgn proposed for histoere vmtaoe Slq_ authonzatwn is at least 40 years old and

(2) the sign IS a cultural artifiact that depzcts a partzcular restdentzal business, cultural

economzc recreatzonal or other valued resource ef-h{»steﬁe#elee of the past aﬁd that contrzbutes to

| the visual zdennty and h+steﬂe character of a City nez,qhborhood or the Citvas a whole.

( c). Applzcatwn of Other Article 6 Requirements. Once a S]gn is authonzed—deﬁ-gnafeé as

hlfs%eﬁe Vln’[age sign under this Sectlon its is sub]ect only to the requirements of thts Sectzon

608. ] 4 and Ls exempt from all other provzszon ofArttcle 6 However anv change of copv from the

h+s%eﬂe Intage—cozyv authorzzed bv the Planntng CommtSSton or any enlargement or alteratlon oF

shall be considered an abandonment of the h+steee vxntaqe szgn authonzatton and the sign Shall then \

be considered a wew szgn Sub7ect to all the provzszons of thzs Arttcle Mg#bega%ed—by—ﬁ%

Wﬁ&ﬂ?j{rg&%ﬁ#&%@s‘d& The addition of a frame to a painted wall sign shall not be

considered an enlargement or alteraaon under this sectzon

{d) Removal of Vlntaq Sign. Once desmnated asa vmtaae snon under this Seo’uon ‘the

sign may not be removed wuthout Condmonal Use authonzatlon of the Planning Commlssmn

(e) Relocation. A three-dlmensmnal vmtaqe sign mav be relocated foa new Ioca’non

‘with Condmonal Use authonza’ﬂon of the Plannmq Commlsswn Relocation of a oeneral

adverﬁsmq sign is sub‘eot to thé orov1snons of Section 2 21 of the San Franmsoo

Admmrs’rratrve Code and mav not be relooa’ced under this Sec’uon 608 14

g___)zéd—) Referral to Historic Preservation Commzsswn Ifthe applzcaaon fora hlrsteﬂe lntag

tzon 608.14 is not otherwzse reauzred to be referred to the sttortc

' Preservatwn Commzsszon under the San F rancwco C’harter or thzs Code it is not reauzred fo be B

‘Page 3
‘ 6/16/2011
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referred, However

. i‘ [ -7;-; ?! 5-5. .H:._.E :’.-

! APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA Clty Attomey‘ :

: By/ ’KEZ}ZZ/ % E//W\)

JUDITH A. BOYAJIAN-
Deputy City Attorney _

Supervisor Gémpos ,

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
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FILENO. 110277 -

~ REVISED LEGISLATIVE DIGEST.
. (Amended in Committee: 6/20/2011) . -

[Planning Code - Vintage Signs].

‘Ordinance amending Section 608.14 of the San Francisco.Planning Code to 1)~ -
_authorize vintage signs; and 2) making environmental findings, Planning Code Section.
- 302 findings, and findings of consistency with the General Plan and Planning Code
Section 101.1. ' - ' : o E :

E)_(istihg Law

Planning Code Section 608.14 provides that the Planning Commission may authorize the
restoration, reconstruction, maintenance, and technological improvement of a historic sign
through the Conditional Use procedure. A historic sign is defined as one which.depicts, in text

- or graphic form, a particular residential, business, cultural, economic, recreational, or other .
valued resource that the Commission finds to be of historic value and contributes to the visual
identity and historic character of the City. The sign must (1) depict a use, person, place, thing,
cultural icon, or other valued character or characteristic of the City, (2) be located within a
historic sign district, (2) be at least 40 years old, (3) not visually obstruct or significantly detract -
from a City landmark or public vista, (4) not be larger than or appear to be more visually =
prominent than the sign that previously existed, and (5) is maintained in good condition, repair
and working order.. - L ‘ - |

Amendments to Cuirent Law .

This legislation would amend Section 608.14 to redefine a sign subject'to this section as a
"vintage" sign and delete the requirement that a vintage sign be located within a historic sign

district. Unless the application for the.sig'n is required to be referred to the Historic ‘
* Preservation Commission by the Charter or the Planning Code, it need not be referred.

" Once authorized by the Planning Commission as a vintage sign, the sign would not be subject
‘to the other requirements of Article 6. Any change of copy from the vintage copy approved by
the Planning Commission, or any enlargement or alteration, would be considered an -
abandonment of the vintage sign authorization and the sign would then be considered a new
sign subject to all the requirements of Arficle 6. The addition of a frame to a painted wall sign

-would.not be considered an enlargement or alteration. -

Removal of a vintage sign wotld require Conditional Use authorization. A three-dimensional
- vintage sign may be relocated with Conditional Use authorization. However, relocation of a

general advertising sign. may not use Section 608.14, but rather is subject to the relocation ™~ .
" provisions of Section 2.21 of the San Francisco Administrative Code. :

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1
, ) " 61612011
n:\land\as201111100356\00707054.doc
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. FILENO. 110277 - . 0

Background Infotmation

The look and style of signs have evolved over time. For that r'eéson,‘a sign that has existed in
a particular place for years gives continuity to the public space and becomies part of the
- community memory. In an era where signs are mostly uniform, a historic sign can‘add some,

iy

- Individuality to the neighborhood in which it exists and also to'the City as a whole. Michael J.

- Auer, in his article "The Preservation of His_toric' Signs,f'-notes: o

Signs often become so‘important to a community, that they are valued long

~ after theirrole as comrmercial markers has ceased. They become landmarks,

~ loved because they have been visible at certain street corners — or from

" many vantage points across the city — for a long time. Such signsare valied =
for their familiarity, their beauty, their humor, theirsize, or even their ,
grotesqueness. In these cases, signs transcend their conventional role as
vehicles of information, as identifiers of something else. When signs reach
this stage, they accumulate rich layers of meaning. They no longer merely
advertise, but are valued in and of themselves. They become icons.

This legislation. would allow a vintage neighborhood sign that the Planning Commission _
considers a cultural artifact to be restored and maintained whether or not itis located in a
historic district, The Conditional Use process would allow neighborhood residents and
other members of the public to provide input on the designation-and temoval of a vintage

- sign. . - : - ' :

" . BOARD OF SUPERVISORS . S . Page 2
: . : - —— 6/16/2011
‘ 121 - _ nMand\as2011\1100356\00707054.doc



City Hall
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4639

BOARD of SUPERVISORS
g . - Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax Na. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227
March 28, 2011
File No, 110277
B[H Wycko

-Environmental Review Officer

- Planning Deparfment-,

“1650 Mission Street, 4th Floor .~
San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Mr Wycko
L On March 8, 2011, Superwsor Campos mtroduc:ed the following proposed Iegislation:

. File No. 110277

Ordlhance amending the San Francisco Planmng ‘Code by amending Sectlon 608.14 regardlng
_the authorization of historic signs; adopting findings, including environmental findings, Planning
' Code Section 302 findings, and findings of conSIstency with the General Plan and Planning

Code Sectlon 101.1.

. The legxslatlon is being fransmitted to you for enwronmental rev:ew pursuant to»
Plannlng Code Section 306.7(c)..

" Angela Calvillo, C!erk of the Board

Q/zwff

By: Alisa Somera, Commlﬁee Clerk
Land Use & Econom:c Development Committee

~ Attachment”

c:  Nannie Turrell Major Envnronmenta! Analysts ' / / d{i# |
: Brett Bolhnger Major Environmental Anafysrs : &qﬁ/e W M g

122



SANFRANGISGO

- c

' PLANNING DEPARTIENT! 0

-Ju_t}e_6,2011. | ' ’ '_ sv_ 4 -

. Ms. Angeéla Calvillo, Clerk o
: ‘Honorable Supervisor David Campos

' Board of Supervisors '.
City and County.of San Francisco
City Hall, Room244 -~ = .
" 1Dr. Caﬂton B. Goodlétt Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

Re: Transmittal ofPIaimiﬁg Case Number CASE NO. 2011.0295T fo

the 'Board of 'Supervisors File Nq. 11-0277: Historic. Sign - .

Ordinal_ice

Recommendation: Approval with Modiﬁcati‘ons '

- Dear Ms Calvillo and Supervisor Campos, :

On June 2, 2011, the San _Fraﬁcisco Planning. Commmission (hereinafter “Commission”)
' conducted a duly noticed public hearings at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider -

“the proposed Ordinance. At &e,heaﬁng;.&e'-'Conmﬁssion voted 6-0 to recommend
: approv:a'l with modifications. . . ' ' - L

" wish to incorporate any changes recommended by the Commission.

. _Suﬁérviéor Campos, please adﬁse the City Att'-omey: afyoﬁr earliest convenience if you "

- Attached is the re’sollutit‘n.nrwhidl provides more detail about the Conuniésion’s .acl.ti‘ori. If

you have any questions or require further information please do not hesitate fo contact, -

me. -

';“'Sin'cerely,y' : - R o Lo

. Aaron Starr )
Legislative Affairs

Ce: | City Attorneys: ]u&y prajian and Cheryl Adﬁms

Attachments (one copy of the foliow;’.rig):j_
Plarming Commission Resolution No. 18376

\»wvwsf lanning.or
SSPERnROr

RECE(VED AL

- 1650 Mission St.
Suite 400. -

San Francisco,

| CA4103-2479

. Reception;

415.558.6378 -

Fax: :
415.558.6400
Planning -
loformiation:

415.558.6377



SAN. FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTNIENT

, A . y S .. ies0MissonSt
. - o TP . T © . Suie400. . :
Planning Commission -~ . San Fracito,
S G - R CA94103-2478 . -
Resolution No.. 18376 o
L I ' - L 415.558.6378
HEARING DATE-JUNE 2,201 . . . 415.558.6400
_ - ' . . S *_ Planning
Project Name: ~ Amendments relating to the authorization of historic signs. Information:
. Case Number: - 2011.0295T [Board File No. 11-0277] | . A15.558.6377
" Imifiated by: Supemsor Campos/ Introduced FebruaryS 2011 ‘
Staff Contact:. - Aaron Starr, Leglslatlve Affairs .. oL .
- oo - aaron. starr@sfgov. org, 415-558- 6362 , ‘
Revie,zbed by: - AnMarié Rodgers, Manager Leglslaﬂve Affaurs

anmarie rodgers@sfgov.org, 415—558 6395
Recommendaﬁon : Recom.mend Approval with Modj_ﬁcatlons

RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT A PROPOSED ORD]NANCE :
THAT : WOULD = AMEND" PLANN[NG CODE SECTION 60814 REGA_RD]NG THE "
AUTHORIZATION OF HISTORIC ‘SIGNS; ADOPT]NG FINDINGS ]NCLUDH\IG
'_ EN'V]RONNIENTAL FINDINGS, PLANNING CODE SECTION 302 F]ZND]NGS AND FIND]NGS OF
: 'CONSISTENCY WITH THE GEN'ERAL PLAN AND PLANN]NG CODE SECTION 10L1.

W'HEREAS on February 8, 2011, Superv:Lsors Camp05 mtroduced a proposed Ordinance under Board of.
‘Supervisors (hereinafter- ”BoaId”) File Number 11-0277, Whlch would a_mend Sections 608.14 of the‘

jPl'annmg Code regardmg the authonzahon of historic 51gns

'WHEREAS The- Planrung Comm_lssmn (heremafter “Commission”) conducted a duly nohced public

) heanng ata regula.rly scheduled meeh_ng to con51der the proposed Ordmance on ]une 2,2011; and,

WHEREAS the proposed Ordinance has been detem:uned to be categonca]ly exempt from envrromental
review under the California Environmental Queality Act Sec’tton 15060(c) and : :

:WI—IEREAS the Plarmmg Commission has heard and consldered the' tesh.mony presented to it at the -
public hearmg and has further considered written materials and oral testlmony presented on behalf-of

Department staff and other mterested partles, and

T WHEREAS all pertment documents may be found in the ﬁles of the Deparhnent as the custodla.n of -
records at 1650 Mlssmn Street, Suite 400, San Francrsco and ’ . : ;

o WHEREAS the Planrung Comlmssmn has reviewed the proposed Ordmance, and

Ww.sfp[ppziag.org i



Resolution 18376 . = " CASENO.2011.0295T
June 2, 2011 ' o : ' o ' -

* Historic Signs

. "MOVED, that the Planning Commis_sion hereby recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve with -
‘modifications the proposed. ordinance. Specifically, the Commission recommends the following"

B modifications: -

1.

Change the name of signs_ covered under th15 Code:secﬁoni from ‘Historic Sign’ to more

- appropriate word that does not imply that signs covered under this section of the Plarming Code a
. are designated as Historic Resources. ' : S :

: Réinové the last sentence fpo'Iri the Referral to Historic Presgrvaﬁdxi_ Cominission section; which

says: “However, the Department nﬁy refer the application to that Commission for an’ advisory
opinion” from the 'prqposed legislation - ) IR .

Modjfy the proposed legislation to allow three-dimensional” Commerﬁbraﬁve Signsi to be
relocated to new locations with Conditional Use authorization. ‘Alse stipulate that if a general .

'iadVe_rﬁsing sign is eligible to be relocated under Section 611(c), this section of the code cannotbe

" used to relocate the sign. _ : L L

Specify in the proposed ordinance that designation under this section of the Planning Code 'does
not by itself protect signs from being obscured or rémoved by future development projects, -

" - - particuilarly when those projects advance the goals and policies in the City’s General Plan. -

5.

Required conditional use authorization to remove a sign désighated under this ordinance. -

FINDINGS o e
Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and haviﬁg heard all testimony and .

arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and detérmines as follows: -

1L

rieighborhoods.

The proposed brdinanceA will help preserve the cultiral and visual identity of: City

The word “historic,” ‘when used in the City Plénning"Code,_should be reserved for buildings or
objects that have been determined City Landmarks or historic resources under.CEQA.

"Thé Historic Preservation Commissior is the City’s expert.péﬁel"ﬂlat pfo‘vides advice on hisforic

resources.- Signs authorized under Section 608.14 are not being designated as. historic }esources;
therefore these applications should: not be sent to the Historic Preservation Commission for an )

. advisory opinion. -

Certain signs are cultural arufacts that have value, which transcend their location. Allowing .~

. these signs to be moved to new locations with Conditional Use authorization will help preserve -

these artifacts. : o

: rAuthor_iz_aﬁdn under this section of the Planmng Code should ’I’LO’E bjr itself protect a sign from

being obscured or removed by futuré development, such as low-income housing or-other projects
that advance the goals.and policies of the City’s General Plan. s ‘

[R—

AN FRANCISCO ) s . . ’ 2

g .
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CASE NO 2011 0295T :

,Resoiution 18376
Hlstorlc S[gns

June ?, 2011 -

6. General Plan Compliance. The proposed Ordinance and the Commission’s recommended. :
modr&ca’aons are con51ster1t Wlth the following Objectives and Pohcnes of the General Plan:

I..URBAN DESIGN ELEMENT '

N

'OBJECTIVE 2 .
CONSERVATION OF RESOURCES WHICH PROVIDE A SENSE.OF NATURE, CONT]NUITY WITH'-

THE PAST AND PREEDOM FROM: OVERCROW'DING L

POLICY 2.4 : : ‘ :
Preserve notable landmarks and areas of historic, archltectural or aesﬂleuc vahie, and promote the

, preservanon of other bmldmgs and features that prov1de connnmty with past development

By: aZlowzng signs that contribute fo the vzsual character of a City nezghborhood for be preserved the . -
' propo.s‘e:d amendments will help to promote the preservaz"torz of. ﬁzatza‘es wzrhzn City nezghborhoodr that

' provzde continuity with past developments

" 8. '. Plarmmg Code Section 101 Fmdlngs The proposed amendments to the Planrung Code are:.'
~ consistent with the elght Rrron’cy Policies set forth in Section 101. 1(b) of the Plarmmg Code in

that:

1, That enshng nelghborhood—servmg retall uses. be preserved and enhanced and future .
opporturuhes for resident employment in and ownershrp of SL‘LCh busmesses e11har1ced .

The proposed amendmmts will not have a negzzhoe 1mpact on nelghborhood servmo retail uses and
will not impact opporfumfzes for resident employment in and ownersth of nezghborhood—seromg

retail.

2. ,'Ihat e>c1si:[nt7 housmg and- nelghborhood character be conserved arid protected in. order to
preserve the cuiltural and economic diversity of our nerghborhoods, '

" The proposed amendments will help preservé exzstmrr nezghborhood character by zzllowmg signs fhaf ,
' contributé to the visual character of a City neighborhood to be maznfazned arLd preserved The

umendments will rwt 1mpucf existing housmg
3. That the C1ty’ s supply of aﬁordable housing be preserved a.nd enhanced;
The proposed amendments will have no adoerse eﬁeet on the Cziy s supply of tzﬁ‘ordzzble housmg

4. ' That commuter traffic not 1rnpede I\IUNI transit service or overburden our streets or
e . nelghborhood parkmg, . : . . U

“The proposed amendments will- not result in commuter tr@f‘ic lmpedzng MUNI h‘tznszt serozce or
ooerburdenmg the streets or nezghborhood parkm 2. co !

7

5. Tha’c a drverse economic base be maintained by protectmg our mdustnal and service ‘sectors
- from displacement due to comimerdial office developrnent and 'that future opporturuhes for
resident employment and ownershlp in these sectors be enhanced :

-SAN FRANGISCE ‘ oo LT L o
PLANNING DEPAHTVIENT - L 126



Resolution 18376 S .= . CASENO.2011.0295T
June 2, 2011 . : . ’ . . Historic Signs

The proposed amendmenfs would not cause dzsplacemznt of the industrial or service sectors, due fo

| office de-oelopment and future oppon’-umiies for resident employment or ownersth in these sectors

.zoould not be impaired.

.-That the City achleve the greaiest possible prepared.uess to protect agamst mjury and loss of life in an .

- earthquake;

- -property, would be reozewed

The proposed ordinance will tzZlow szgns thtzt contribute fo the ‘visual character of a Cziy nezghborhood
to be repaired and retrofitted, improving the City’s preperedness agzzmst injury and loss of lrfe m an
earthquake

" That the landmarks and historic uildings be p'res‘ewe'd-

Landmarks and hlsfonc burldmgs would not be negatwely unpzzcted by the proposed amendments

—

_That our parks and open space and theu: access o su.nllght and vrstas be protec’ced from

development‘

The Czty s parks and open space and their access to sunlzght and vistas would be unaﬁ"ected by the .
proposed amendments. Any sign. that is proposed for preservation or relocation would need to receive .
Conditional Use authorization, af whrch poznt zmpacts on: sunlzghf access, to public or pnoafe

)’

8 Plannmg Code Sectmn 302 Fmd.mgs The Planrung Commlssron fmds from the facts presented
“that the public recessity, convenience and genaal welfare requlre the proposed amendments to .
" the Plarmmg Code as set forth in Sectron 302

M

- NOW 'IHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Comrrussmn hereby recommends that the Board ADOPT
. the proposed Ordinance as described in this Resolution and in the proposed Ord.mance with the
modrﬁcatron outhned above. .

I hereby certify. that the foregomg Resolu’aon ‘was adopted by the Comnussmn at its meehng on Iune 2,

2011.
LindaD. Avery
Commission Secretary
AYES: 3 Commrssmners Olague Fong, I\ﬁguel Moore Sugaya, Borden . \
NOES: ' none
ABSENT: Commissioner Antonini
_ ADOPTED:- = none -
i":’f&“fﬁﬁ"én&m L g . o o . _ . "
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