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LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code - Behested Payments Waiver Reporting]

Ordinance amending the Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code to require
persons or departments who received a waiver under the Behested Payments
Ordinance to file a report with the Clerk of the Board before expiration of the waiver; to
require the Clerk of the Board to promptly publish the reports on DataSF in searchable
format; to require waivers to contain the title of each position that will be entitled to
rely on the waiver; and for requests for waivers covering the same or similar purpose
as a previously approved waiver, to prohibit departments from introducing a new
waiver request until the required report has been submitted to the Clerk and at least
one year has passed since the previous waiver request was introduced.

Existing Law

Local law prohibits elected officials, department heads, commissioners, and designated
employees from soliciting behested payments from “interested parties,” as defined in the
Campaign and Governmental Conduct Code. Current law permits the Board of Supervisors to
waive the rule by resolution upon request by a City department. A proposed resolution must
summarize the purpose of the solicitation, identify the type of interested parties or the specific
interested parties, when the identity is known, to whom the solicitation would be directed, and
state why the department believes the parties are interested parties. Granted waivers are
effective for six months, after which the Board may grant a new waiver covering the same or
similar subject matter.

Amendments to Current Law

The proposed ordinance would require those relying on a waiver to submit a single report to
the Clerk of the Board by the end of the six-month waiver period. The report would need to
contain the names of any interested parties who were solicited under the waiver, a complete
description specifying why those parties meet the definition of interested parties, the amount
of each behested payment made by each such interested party, if any, and the names of any
individuals or entities who received each payment, if any. The Clerk of the Board would be
required to ensure that each complete report is published on DataSF in searchable and
sortable format within 30 days.

The proposed ordinance would also require resolutions seeking a wavier to include the
specific title of each City position that would be permitted to rely on the waiver. And if a
waiver is requested for the same or similar purpose as a previous waiver, the accompanying
resolution must contain separate findings that the report has been submitted to and accepted
by the Clerk of the Board and that at least one year has passed since the previous waiver
request was introduced.
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