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Introductioh Form

By a’member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor

Time stamp
or meeting date

1 hereby submit the followiﬂg item for introduction:

[:3 1. For reference to Committee:

- An ordmance resolution, motion, or charter amendment

E 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee
E:i 3. Request for hearing 'on a subject matter at Committee:
EE 4. Re(iues-t for letter begiﬁning "Suﬁervisor o - | inquires"
43 5. City Attorney request |
[7 6. Call file from Committee |
- E} 7. Budget Analyst -re.q.uest (attach written motion).
E:i 8 Substitute Legislation FileNo. |
[1 9 Request for Closed Session:
, E} 10 Board to Slt as A Comrmttee of the Whole
il 11 Ques’uon(s) submltted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on’
| Please check the appropriate boxes The proposed 1eg1slat1on should be forwarded to the followmg
7 Small Busmess Comrmssmn - Youth Commission - Ethics Comm1ss1on
[0 Planning Comrmsswn N Bu11d1ng Inspection Comumission

Nﬁte For the Imperatwe Agenda (a resolution not on the prmted agenda), use a dlfferent form.

Sponsor(s):

Mirkarimi
Subject: , .
Resolutmn recogmzmg 90th Anmversary of the Creat1on of the office of the Pubhc Defender

The text is listed beiow or attached:
Attéched '

e

N | Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: ) _ %——*’\
ot : zZ !
For Clerk's Use Only: | | |
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FILE NO. 111324 : | '~ RESOLUTION NO.

[Recognizing the 90th Anniversary of the San Francisco Office of the Public'Defender] ’

Resolution recognizing that the San Francisco Office of the Public Defender, founded

in 1921, is celebrating its 90th anniverséry this year.

WHEREAS, In 1921 the California'LegisIature passed the Public Defender‘ Act after
Clara Foltz, California’s first feméle lawyer, spent years edvocating' for the creation of Public
Defenders’ offices to provide legal assistance to poor people in criminal law cases; and,

WHEREAS,' In 1921, in response to the Public Defender Act, the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors passed an ordinance creéting the Office of the Public Defender, and, |

| WHEREAS, In the 90 yeers since 1921, San Francisco has had seven individuals who.

have served in the Office of the Public Defender; and,

WHEREAS, The San Francisco Board of Supervisors appointed Frank J. Eagan as the
first Public Defender hie term commenci‘ng on October 15, 1921, and,

- WHEREAS, Frank J. Egan was elected as Publlc Defender in August of 1922 and
served in the posmon for ten years; and,

WHEREAS, Following Frank J. Eagan’s removal from office, Gerald J. Kenney was -
appomted Public Defender in"1932 and subsequently elected and, '

WHEREAS, In 1935 the Civil Grand Jury found that “The office of Public Defender,
under the drrectlon of Mr. Gerald-J. Kenney, has been handled in a most efficient manner;”
ahd_, | |

WHEREAS, Gerald Kenney served as Public Defender for two decades, dying in office
in 1954; and, ' |

Supervisor Mrrkarimi
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WHEREAS, Edward Mancuso was appointed in 1954 by Mayor Elmer Robinson to

complete Gerald Kenney'’s term and the Public Defender began to represent indigent people

accused of misdemeanors as well as those accused of felonies; and,

WHEREAS, Upon the retirement of Edward Mancuso in 1974, Robert Nicclo, who had -
been Chief Aﬁorney under Mancuso was appointed Public Defender and then elected in
November 1974; and, ‘ '

WHEREAS, Under Robert Nicco's tenure, the office’s diversity was broadened,

including the hiring of Estella Weétley Dooley, the San Francisco F_’ublio Defender’'s Office’s

first Afriéen-American female employee; and Fred Smith, an African-American man who was
Chief Deputy Attorney from 1974-1979; and, o
WHEREAS The 1976/77 Grand Jury Report Stated that “This Grand Jury feels that Mr.

Robert Nicco and his staff have provrded a very high quallty of defense to those in need,

: desplte working under the adverse condltlons of insufficient personnel, equment lack of

office space, and a very Ilmlted budget;” and,

WHEREAS, When Robert Nicco chose not to run for Public Defender, Jeff Brown was
elected Public Defender in 1978; and, ‘

WHEREAS, Under Jeff Brown'’s tenure as Public Defender, the Office moved into its
current location at 555 7th Street in 1987; and,

WHEREAS, Jeff Brown resigned from the Public Defenders Ofﬁce in 2001 and Kimiko
Burton was appomted as Public Defender; and, ’

WHEREAS, In 2002 Jeff Adachi was elected as Public Defender; and,

WHEREAS, Following his swearing in as Public Defender in 2003, Jeff Adachi named
Teresa Caffese as Chief Attorney, the first woman to serve in that role; and,

WHEREAS Jeff Adachi oversaw the creation of the Office’s Paralegal Unrt and Clean

Slate Program; and,

‘Supervisor Mirkarimi
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' WHEREAS, In 2005 the Clean Slate Program of the San Francisco PubI‘ic Defender’s
Office received the Mayor's Fiscal Advisory Committee's Managerial Excellence Team Award
and in 2006 Cleain Slete received the California Public Defender’s Association Program of the
Year Award; and,

‘"WHEREAS, In 2006 Jeff Adachi received the American Bar Association’s Dorsey
Award, honoring. an outstanding publie defender or legal aid lawyer; and,.
| WHEREAS, In 2007 Jeff Adachi received the California Lawyer of the Year Award:
and, | _ _ |
WHEREAS, in its 90 years of existence, the San Francisco Public Defender’s Office
has enabled countless people to exercise their constitutional right to counsel; and,
WHEREAS, the San Francisco Public Defender’s Office will be celebrating its 90“‘
Anniversary with an event on December 9, 2011, now, therefore, be it
“ RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors congratulates the Office of the Public

Defender on 90 yeafs of service to the City and County of San Francisco.

FSupervisor Mirkarimi - .
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