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| FiLE NO. 120028 - . - , RESOLUTION NO.

[Urging the National Academy of Arts and Sciences Reinstate 31 Categories of Mus?c for .

‘GRAMMY Consideration]

Resolution urgin.g the reinstatément of the 31 categories of music that were eliminated,
by the Natlonal Academy of Arts and Scrences for GRAMMY consrderatron on Apn[ 8, o

2011

WHEREAS The Clty of San Francisco; whrch marntalns a proud tradrtlon as a hiub of

cu[tural and muslcal dlverslty, is home and hostto valuable contributors of the Amencan

' musrcal Iexrcon including numerous GRAMMY@ nommated and wrnnlng composers artrsts '

' and professrona[s and

WHEREAS National Academy of Arts and Scrences NARAS An [nﬂuentral nonproﬁt -

501(0)(6) is based i in Cahfornra and home to 30% of its 20,000+ members lncIudes aSan

‘ Francrsco Chapter and -

"~ WHEREAS, The decision to drop the thlrty~one categones from GRAMMY

consideration was done by secret commrttee wrthout consultrng the votmg membershlp of

'NARAS and wrthout local chapters’ Board of Governors knowledge and

WHEREAS The ellmrnated categones include Latln Jazz Contemporary Jazz,

'Hawanan Cajun, Zydeco Natrve American, Tejano, Classrcal Crossover Instrumental Rock o

along with srgnlt'cant reductlons in awards grven to the categones of Gospel Blues and R&B

and

WHEREAS Protests and meetrngs have occurred in Los Angeles San FrancLsco New

.York Hawaii, Chrcago New Orleans, and other national locatrons to resolve this severe and

.extremely insensitive blow fo cultural expression and recognrtron in our country, and
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'WHEREAS, Respected GRAMMY-winning and nominated artists; including Paul

Simon, Herbie Hancock, Bonnie Raitt, Carlos Santana, John Santos, John Calloway, Eddie

Palmieri, Wayne Wallace Bobby Sanabrla and many others have joined N‘ARAS members,

COlleagues and past Chapter govemors in wrrtrng letters and srgnlng a petrtlon with, 5 ODO
cosrgners urgrng NARAS to reverse their secret decrslon and reinstate the GRAMMY

categorres and

WHEREAS National and international media coverage (KlVU SF Chronrcle

: -Washlngton Post CNN MSNBC Reuters BBC Wall Street Journal etc) has been grven to

the outcry against thrs unjust and harmful decrsron in over 1,200 national and rnternatlonal

' -storles publrshed and syndlcated in print, broadcast and dlgrtal tormats and -

WHEREAS NARAS has a responsrbllrty to therr votmg membershlp fo ensure ethlcal

- decrsron practrces are marntalned because the GRAMMY is considered to be the hrghest '

award achrevable for music excellence in the Unrtes States and theretore should strive to

- jlinclude genres and categorles of partlcular creatrve and foundatronal srgnnr icance; and

WHEREAS, The thousands of affected musrcrans engmeers manufacturers
composers, arrangers graphlc arfists, publrmsts drstrrbutors and other industry professronals'

who work in the. ellmlnated categorles wil suﬁer economrcally from not berng able to

-partlcrpate in the GRAMMY awards and '

WHEREAS Thousands of Calrfomla CONSUMErs and ‘patrons of these rmportant

. muslcal tradrtrons have also been negatrvely aﬁected and drsrespected by this jli- advrsed o

decision; and-

WHEREAS On November 16 2011 the San Francrsco Arts Commrsslon unammously

_ passed a resolution urglng NARAS fo relnstate the elrmmated categories; and
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WHEREAS The NARAS leadershrp has acknowledged that a mlstake” was made

’ lndlcates that these genres should never have been eliminated i in the first ptace now,

'therefore be it

RESOLVED that the San Francrsco Board of Supervrsors urges the National

Academy of Arts and Scrences to lmmedlately remstate the ellmlnated Categones in order to

restore integrity and drversrty to the GRAMMY Awards and Tfulfill the organization’s

| responsibilities to its membershlp and as a non- prot‘t organlzatron representrng the interests -

| of diverse musmlans and recording professmnals and be |t

FURTHER RESOLVED that the San Franmsco Board of Supervrsors directs its _

.admrnrstratrve staff to send coples of thrs resolution to NARAS Natronal Board Charr George~

Flanrgen Board Secretary Glenn Lorbeok! President Neil Portnow and to. California Attorney

| General Kamala D. Harris.
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Introduction Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor

Time stamp

[ hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): B : ' ~ |or meeting date

] 1. For reference to Committee:

. Anordinance, resolutmn, motlon or charter amendment
2. Request for next prmted agenda without reference to Comn:uttee

-3 Request for hearmg on a subject matter at Comlmttee

4 Request for Ietter begmmng “Superv1sor S : | - T inquires"

5. City Attomey request.’

6. Call File No. : 1 from Committee.

7. Budget Analyst request (attach W11tten motlon)

8 Substitute Legislation’ File No.

9. Request for Closed Session (atiach written I’l’lOthIl)

D-D__,[j O D.;D 00 X

10 Board to Slt as A Cornmlttee of the Whole.

o

1L Question(s) subnutted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

~ _lease check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation. should be forwarded to the followmg
O Small Business Commission [J Youth Commlssmn (1 Ethics Commission

I:] Plamnng Commlssmn . [ Building Inspectlon Comlmssmn .

Noté: For the Imperatwe Agenda (a resolutlon not ot ‘the prmted agenda), use a different form

Sponsor(s)

Supervisor Ma_r

Subject:

_Urgmg the Natmnal Academy of Arts and Sc1ences Remstate Thlrty One Categones of Mus1c for GRAMMY
Cons1derat1011 L . .

"The text is hsted below or attached '

Please see attached K

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor;

.‘Foi‘ Clet'k's- UseOnly ‘ L
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