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FILE NO. 120288 RESOLUTION NO.

[Acceptance of Gift of Nursery for Golden Gate Park Botanical Garden]

Resolution accepting a gift-in-pléce to the City and County of San Francisco of the San
Francisco Botanical Garden Nursery: Center for Sustainable Gardening valued at

approximately $14,000,000; and making findings, including environmental findings.

WHEREAS, The City maintains and operates real property located in Golden Gate
Park known as the “San Francisco Botanical Garden,” which features more than 8,000
different kinds Qf plants from around the world on 55 acres; and

WHEREAS, The San Francisco Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) is a non-profit
entity that has actively supported the San Francisco Botanical Garden since 1955, operating
in partnership with the San Francisco Recreation & Park Department (RDP); and

WHEREAS, The fundamental purpose of the Nursery: Center for Sustainable.
Gardening (Nursery) is to replace the San Francisco Botanidal Garden’s existing nursery
facilitiés, which were built many years ago and currently provide extremely substandard
working conditions for the dedicated Botanical Garden employees, SFBG employees, and
volunteers who épend many hours there each week;»Iand | |

WHEREAS, Through a series of community meetings and other opportunities for public
input;, a conceptual plan for the Nursery, targeted for LEED Platinum certific_ationv was
de}veloped by SFBGS in collaboration with RPD and subsequently approved by the
Recreation and Park Commission on November 20, 2008; and

WHEREAS, The Nursery will be located slightly to the west of the existing facilities, at a
higher elevation and in an area that is vastly preferable for a nursery due to its improved

weather conditions; and
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WHEREAS, SFBGS has offered to donate to the City and County of San Francisco the
design and construction of the Nursery as a gift-in place, valued at approximately $14 million;
and |

WHEREAS, The terms and conditions of SFBGS’s gifts are as follows:

The Nursery will replace the existing nursery and will become the hub of the Botanical
Garden’s plant propagation and plant collection management. All uses of the Nursery will be
to further the mission and purpose of the Botanical Garden, including cultivating support for
the Botanical Garden and the bond between people and plants. The Nursery will be jointly
used for SFBGS nursery staff, including curatorial and plant collections management staff,
and for RPD gardening staff assigned to the Botanical Garden, as well as restrooms with a
shower and emergency eyewash station, storage areas, and space for meetings related to
nursery and gardening operations and for horticultural reference materials provided by
SFBGS. Before construction of the Nursery begins, SFBGS énd RPD will enter into a Lease
Agreement that incorporates these undverstandings; and

WHEREAS, On November 29, 2011, the Planning Department issued a Mitigated
Negative Declaration for the San Francisco Botanical Gardens Nursery: Center for
Sustainable Gardening project, finding that all environmental impacts associated with the
proposed project would be mitigated to less than significant levels through the mitigation
measures set forth in the Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (FMND). These mitigation
measures are additionally set forth in the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Pro’gram
(MMRP), which is hereby incorporated by reference as though fully set forth herein. The
Board of Supervisors has reviewed and considered the FMND and the MMRP, as well as the
record as a whole including written and oral comments by the public on this matter. Copies of

both the FMND and the MMRP are on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File

No. 120288 and are incorporated herein by reference; and
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WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors find that there is substantial evidence that the
Nursery project will have significant effect on the environment with the adoption of the
mitigation measures contained in the MMRP to avoid potentially significént environmental
effects associated with the Project; and

WHEREAS, The Planning Department, Linda Avery, is the éustodian of records with
respect to the FMND, located in the File for Case No. 2008.0845E, at 1650 Mission Street,
Fourth Floor, San Francisco, California; and

WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors finds that since the FMND was finalized, there
have been no substantial changes to the Nursery project and no substantial changes in the
circumstances of the Nursery project that would require major revisions to the FMND due to
the involvement of new significant environmental effects or an increase in the severity of
previously identified significant impacts, and there is no new information of substantial
importance that would éhange the conclusions set forth in the FMND; and

WHEREAS, The Recreation and Park Commission recommended to the Board of
Supetvisors to accept the gift-in-place at the March 15, 2012 Recreation and Park
Commission Meeting, Resolution No. 1203-008, on file with the Clerk of the Board of

Supervisors Meeting, in File No. ___ 120288 , Which is hereby incorporated by reference as

though fully set forth herein; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, The Board of Supervisors adopts the FMND and the MMRP and imposes
all the mitigation measures set forth in the MMRP on the Project as conditions of approval,
and be it further

RESOLVED, The Board of Supervisors accepts the gifts—in-place valued at
approximately $14,000,000 from SFBGS.

Supervisors Mar, Olague, Chu
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RECREATION AND PARK COMMISSION -
City and County of San Francisco
Resolution No. 1203-008

- ADOPTING A FINAL MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECI..ARATIO_N AND
MITIGATION IIIIONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAIIII, APPROVING AN
AGREEMENT FOR DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION, AND RECGMMENDING.
THAT THE BGARD OF SUPERVISORS ACCEPT A GIFT-IN-PLACE TOTHE
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO OF THE SAN FRANCISCO |
BOTANICAL GARDEN NURSERY: CENTER FOR SUSTAINABLE
GARDENING VALUED AT APPROXIMATELY $14 MILLION.

WHEREAS, the City maintains and operates real property located in Golden
Gate Park know as the “San Francisco Botanical Garden," which features more
than 8,000 different kinds of plahts"from around the world on 55 acres; and,
WHEREAS,' San Francisco Botanical Garden Society (SFBGS) isa non-profIt
: entity that has actively sUpported the San Francisco Botanical Garden since
19585, ope‘rating in partnerSHip with the San Francisco Recreetion & Park
D’epertment (RPD); and- .
 WHEREAS, the fundamental purpose of the Nursery: Center for Sustainable
‘ Gardenmg (Nursetry) is to replace the SFBGS's existing nursery facilities, which
were built many years ago and currently provide extremely: substandard workmg
- condltlons_ for the dedicated Recreation and Park Department employees,
SFBGS ‘employees, .and volunteers who spend many hours there each week;

and




WHEREASi t.hro'ugh a series of community.meetings and other opportuniﬁ_eé for

public input a .conceptual plan for the Nursery; targeted for LEED Platinum

certrfrcatlon was developed by SFBGS in collaboration with RPD and

_ subsequently reviewed by the Recreation and Park Commrssron on November

.20 2008; and

~ WHEREAS, the Nursery will be located sllghﬂy to the west of the existing
facilities, at a higher elevation and in an area that is vastly preferable for a
nursery due to its |mproved weather conditions; and

WHEREAS, SFBGS has offered to donate to the City and County of San '

| Francisco the design and construction of the Nursery as a gift-in- place valued at
approxrmately $14 mrlhon and

WHEREAS, the terms and conditions of SFBGS'’s gift are as follows: |
The‘-Nursery will replace the exiéting nursery and Wi||> become the hub of the

" Botanical Garden's plant propagation and plant collection management. All uses

of the Nursery will'be to further the mission and purpose of the Botanical Garden,

inbluding cultivating support for the Botanical Garden and the bond between

- people and plants The Nursery will be Jorntly used by SFBGS and RPD to

support activities similar to those conducted in the existing nursery. ln orderto

better support those activities, the Nursery also will include work space for

SFBGS nursery staff, including curatorial and plant collections man‘agement staff,

and for RPD gardening staff assigned to the Botanical Gérden, as well as -

- restrooms with a éhower and emergency eyewash 'station, std_rage areaé, and

space for meetings related to nursery and gardéning operations and for

horticultural reference materials provided by SFBGS. Before construction of the

Nursery bégins, SFBGS and RPD will enter into a Leasé Agreement that

incorporates these understandings; and,




WHEREAS, On November 29,'2011, the Planning Department issued a _
Miﬁgated Negative Declaratio,_n fer the San Francisco Botanical Gardens Nursery:
Center for Sustainable Gardening project, finding that all environmental impacts
associated With the proposed project would be mitigated to less than significant
. levels through implementetion_ of the‘ mi'tigati'on measures set forth in the Final
Mitigated Negative Declaration (F MND). 'These mitigation measures are
additionally set forth in the Mitigatioﬁ Monitering and Reporting Program |
(MMRP), which- is aitached hereto as EXHIBIT 1 end which is hereby
incorporated 'byb reference as though fully set forth. The Commission has
reviewed and considered.the FMND and fhe MMRP, both of which haive been
made available to the public and the Commission for review and are included in
the record for this proceeding; and

WHEREAS, The Commission finds that since the FMND was finalized, there
have been no substéntial chahges to the Nursery project ahd no subs’canﬁal
chenges in the circumstances -of the Nursery project that would require maj'or
revisions te the FMND 'due to the in_volvemeht of new significant environmental
effects or an increase in the severﬁy of previously identified significant impacts,
and there is no new information of substantial importance that would change the
conclusmns set forth in the FMND |

WHEREAS, The Plannlng Department, Lmda Avery, is the custodlan of records
with respect to the FMND, located in the File for Case No. 2008.0845E, at 1650
Mission Street, Fourth Floor, San Francisco, California; and

WHEREAS, The Recreation and Park Commission reviewed the gift-in place in
eonjunction with an Agreement for Design' and Construction of the Nureery' ‘
Center for Sustamable Gardemng entered into between SFBGS and the City

and County of San Francrsco acting by and through RPD; now therefore be it




RESOLVED, The Commission adopts the FMND and the MMRP and imposes al
the mitigation measures set forth in the MMRP ,(Exhib_it 1) on the project as '
conditions of approval; and be it further

RESOLVED, The Commission approves the Agreement for Design and

Construction of the Nursery; and be it further
RESOLVED The Commlssmn recommends to the Board of Superwsors '

that it accept the gift-in- place valued at approximately $1 4,000,000 from SFBGS.

Adopted by the following vote:

Ayes 7
Noes 0

Absent 0

| hereby certify that the forégoing resolution
was adopted at the Special Meeting of the
Recreation and Park Commission held on
March 15, 2012.




SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Final Mitigated Negative Declaration

Date: - August 17, 2011, amended November 29, ggi 1

(Amendments to the PMND are shown as deletions in
strikethrough; additions in double underline.) ‘

Case No.: 2008.0845E

Project Title: San Francisco Botanical Gardens
Nursery: Center for Sustainable Gardening

Zoning: P (Public)

‘ OS (Open Space) Height and Bulk District

Block/Lot: 1700/001

Project Size: 2.5 acres (110,000 square feet)

Project Sponsor Deborah Kartiganer, representing the San Francisco Botanical
Garden Society (415) 627-3530

Staff Contact: Chelsea Fordham —~ (415) 575-9071
Chelsea.Fordham@sfgov.org

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project, located within the San Francisco Botanical Garden at Strybing Arboretum
(Botanical Garden), includes demolition of an existing 4,642 square-foot (sf) greenhouse building
and assodiated pavement and ancillary structures, and construction of a new 9,830 square-foot
nursery facility that would range in height from 9 to 28 feet. The proposed nursery facility:
Center for Sustainable Gardening (Nursery) would consist of a greenhouse, shadehouse,
headhouse, support space, outdoor nursery space, and an outdoor Learmning Court. In addition,
the headhouse portion of the hursery would be designed so that it could be expanded by up to
approximately 1,320 square feet at a later date, as the programmatic needs and funds allow, for a
total Nursery size of 11,150 square-feet. At full buildout, the proposed project would result in an
overall increase of 5,992 sf of building space and 5,897 sf of impervious and pervious surfaces, for
a total overall increase of 11, 889 sf of developed area within the Botanical Garden. The proposed
project also includes creating a vehicular and emergency service access route from Martin Luther
King Jr. Drive (MLK Drive) to the Nursery by widening and extending an existing 10 foot wide
pathway to a 20 foot wide access route. Additionally, this access route would include the creation
of one ADA parking space and an emergency vehicle turn around space adjacent to the proposed
'Nursery. The proposed Nursery would be accessed by pedestrians via existing paved pathways
from within the Botanical Garden and from a separate pedestrian pathway from MLK Drive that
would be constructed as part of the proposed project. Additionally, pedestrian walkways that
currently traverse the project site would be rerouted to bypass the proposed Nursery location.
The project site is located within Golden Gate Park (Assessor’s Block 1700, Lot 001) in the western
portion of the Botanical Garden in proximity to the intersection of Lincoln Way and 15* Avenue,
directly adjacent to the Inner Sunset neighborhood. The project site totals approximately 2.5 acres
(approximately 110,000 sf), which includes the total size of the area being proposed for
improvements. The project site is located within a Public (P) zoning district with OS5 (Open
Space) height and bulk limits. The project would require a variance from the Planning Code
Section 151 for the off-street parking requirements, '

1650 Mission S1..
Suite 400

San francisco.
CA 94103-2479

Receplion:
415.558.6378

Fax:
415.558.5409-

Pianning
Information:
415.558.6377
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