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FILE NO. 120819 ORDINANCE nO.

[Park Code - Petitioning, Leafleting, Picketing, and Soliciting in City Parks]

Ordinance amending the San Francisco Park Code, Section 7.08, to repeal Subsection
(d), which prohibits persons from petitioning, leafletting, demonstrating, or soliciting in
designated areas of certain City parks while another event is in progress for which a

permit has been issued by the Recreation and Park Department.

NOTE:; Additions are szngle underlme ztalzcs Times New Roman;
deletions are
Board amendment additions are double- underllned

Board amendment deletions are smkem#eugh—nepmal

Be it ordained by the People of the City énd County of San Francisco:

Section 1. The San Francisco Park Code is hereby amended by amending Section

‘7.08, to read as follows:

SEC. 7.08. PETITIONING, LEAFLETTING, PICKETING, SOLICITING.

(a) No permit may be required to engage in petitioning, leafletting, demonstrating or
soliciting so long as engaging in any of these activities, or any combination of these activities,
does not involve 50 or more petitioners, leafletters, demonstrators, or solicitors at the same
time within an area circumscribed by a 500-foot radius, provided, however, that a permit is
requnred to solicit in the Music Concourse Area of Golden Gate Park.

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in petitioning, leafletting,
demonstrating or soliciting in such a manner as to substantially obstruct any trafﬁc of
pedestrians or vehicles after being warned by a peace officer or a member of the Park Patrol
not to do so.

(c) No person may engagé in petitioning, leafletting, demonstrating or soliciting inside

the San Francisco Zoological Gardens.
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Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days from the

date of passage.

Section 3. This section is uncodified. In enacting this Ordinance, the Board intends to
amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, numbers,
punctuation, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent part of the Park Code that are explicitly

shown in this legislation as additions, deletions, Board amendment additions, and Board
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amendment deletions in accordance wi\th the "Note" that appears under the official title of the

legislation.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

_ :
By: #ﬁmﬂg‘gﬁﬁ: Q;Md’_\gd ‘
FRANCESCA GESSNER

Deputy City Attorney

Supervisor Wiener; Recreation and Park Department
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FILE NO. 120819

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST

[Park Code - Petitioning, Leafleting, Picketing, and Soliciting in City Parks]

Ordinance amending the San Francisco Park Code, Section 7.08, to repeal
Subsection (d), which prohibits persons from petitioning, leafletting,
demonstrating, or soliciting in designated areas of certain City parks while
another event is in progress for which a permit has been issued by the
Recreation and Park Department.

Existing Law

Subsection (d) of Section 7.08 of the Park Code prohibits petitioning, leafleting,
demonstrating and soliciting in certain areas of Stern Grove, Justin Herman Plaza,
Portsmouth Square, Union Square, Mission Dolores Park, Civic Center, and the Music
Concourse of Golden Gate Park while another event is in progress for which a permit
has been issued by the Recreation and Park Department (‘RPD”). It also designates
“public assembly areas” in those parks in persons may engage in petitioning, leafleting,
demonstrating and soliciting during RPD-permitted events.

Amendments to Current Law

The ordinance would repeal subsection (d) of Section 7.08 of the Park Code in its
entirety.

Background Information

The Board of Supervisors adopted Section 7.08 of the Park Code in 1981. The Board
has not amended Section 7.08 since then. Over the last thirty years, the City has
renovated and reconfigured several of the parks that are the subject of Section 7.08(d).
As a result, the designated public assembly areas and restricted areas identified in
Section 7.08(d) no longer accurately reflect the configuration of many of these parks.
By repealing this subsection, the ordinance would remove those outdated provisions,
and allow the City to appropriately tailor any necessary time, place, and manner
restrictions on public assemblies in the parks on a case-by-case basis in accordance
with the U.S. and California Constitutions.
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