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FILE NO. 130233 - RESOLUTION NO.

[Com'pr'ehensive'h;ﬁ;igrért'ir(‘)n ﬁéforfn Including Same-Sex Co'lrvales]

Resolution urging Congress to pass an inclusive comprehensive immigration reform

that includes all families, including same-sex couples.

WHEREAS, Every American is entitled to equal protection under the law; and

WHEREAS, A driving goal under U.S. immigration law is family unification and the
ability of families and individuals to reside legally in the U.S., engaging fully‘ iﬁ our count‘ry's
rich civil traditions and form of government; and -

WHEREAS, Federal law does not currently recognize permanent same-sex partners
" for immigration purposes; and

WHEREAS, The City and County of San Francisco celebrates and respects all
immigrant groups and all families, including those of LGBT families; and

L WHEREAS, Current U.S. immigration law discriminates against a U.S. citizen or lawful

permanent resident and his or her foreign-born partner, by not éllowing the sponsorship of the
foreign partner to apply for immigration benefits, although an opposite-sex couple would have
the right to do so; and '

WHEREAS, This form of discrimination and unfair treatment under the law has
devastating and life—altering consequences for same-sex couples; and

WHEREAS, The inability to sponsor a same-sex partner leaves the couple with the
following'limited options: 1) choose to remain in a costly long-distance internatidnal
relationship; 2) choose to live abroad in the fdreign partner’s coUntry; if allowable; 3) seek a
visa, independent of the partnership, for the foreign-born partner, creating a limited duration of

legal stay; 4) choose to allow the foreign-born partner to remain undocumented or allow a visa

Supervisors Campos, Avalos, Wiener, Chiu, Yee
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to lapse, creating daily uncertainty and fear of deportation; or 5) terminate the relationship;
and |

WHEREAS, The limited legal .options for same-sex partners to keep their relationship
unified exacts an enormous émotional, financial, and mental toll, disproportionate to opposite
sex couples iﬁ bi-national relationship_s; and .

WHEREAS, It is estimated that some 40,000 LGBT American citizens are in same-sex
bi-national relationships and are affected by lack.c-)f-rights and protections of their relationships
at the federal level; and

WHEREAS, Beyond the personal challenges to same-sex cquples; the City and County

- of San Francisco, and the entire country, risks a great loss of talent should the foreign partner

and/or the U.S. citizen or lawful permanent resident be_forced to depart the U.S. to keep the
relationship whole in another country; and |
WHEREAS, Currently pending in the U.S. Congress is the “Uniting American Families
Act” (H.R.519/5.296) reintroduced on February 5 2013 by Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-
NY) and on February 13, 2013 by Senator Patrick Leahy (D-VT) with bipartisan subport; and
WHEREAS, The bills call for simply amending existing u.s. immigration law by adding
thrée words — “or permanent parther” ~ wherever the word “spouse” appears; and

WHEREAS, Congress and President Obama want to fix the broken immigration system

by enacting Comprehensive Immigration Reform; and

WHEREAS, President Obamé’s‘framework for Comprehensive Immigration Reform
includes language from the Uniting American Families Act and ALL Families; now, therefore,
be it

RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors hereby exbress'es its
support for Congress to enact the passage of a Comprehensive immigration lReform bill that

will include the language of the Uniting America Families Act and ALL Families; and, be it

Supervisors Campos, Avalos, Wiener, Chiu, Yee _
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FURTHER RESOLVED, That the San Francisco Board of Supervisors hef;by diregts

the Clerk of the Board to send a copy of this resolution to the San Francisco Congressional

delegation, United States Senator Dianne Feinstein, United States Senator Barbara Boxer,

Senate Judiciary Committee Chair Senator Patrick L'eayhy, House Judiciary Chair

Representative Goodlatte, Ranking Member Representative John Conyers, Jr, and to bill

sponsor Representative Jerrold Nadler (D-NY).

Supervisors Campos, Avalos, Wiener, Chiu, Yee
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Introduction Form
Bya Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mavor

Time stamp
. |or meeting date

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one):

XI' 1. For reference to Committee. v
An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment.
2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. ” s

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

4. Request for letter beginniﬁg "Supervisor| - . - inquires"

5. City Attorney request.

6. Call File No. ’ - | from Committee.

7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). -

~ 8. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Request for Closed Session (éttach written motion).

10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole:

0Oo0C0O0O0OoodooQ

11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

: Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:
1 SmaIIlBusiness Commission ] Youth Commission [1 Ethics Commission

. Planning Commission [1 Building Inspection Commission

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative

Sponsor(s): ' S : ' ' s
Supervisor David Campos, Supervisor John Avalos, Supervisor Scott Wiener | £ Uf amilf o 7 LR IVPE S {7 4.
. . —
Subject: : C ' . //
Comprehensive immigration reform'including same sex couples S /,"/
B /.
7/

The text is listed below or attaéheﬂ:

Texf of the Resolution is attached.

Signature of Sponsoring Superviscr:

“or Clerk's Use Only:
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