
EXHIBIT “A” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14 - AT MEETING HELD JULY 16, 2012 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

CERTIFYING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE REVISED SMP-

30 SUNOL VALLEY AGGREGATE QUARRY PROJECT;  

MAKING FINDINGS CONCERNING MITIGATION MEASURES AND PROJECT 

ALTERNATIVES;  

ADOPTING A MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM; AND 

 APPROVING, WITH CONDITIONS, THE PROPOSED REVISED SMP-30 SURFACE 

MINING PERMIT 

 

Introduced by Commissioner Imhof 

Seconded by Commissioner Loisel 

 

 WHEREAS the Alameda County Planning Commission, in 1992, approved the 

application of Santa Clara Sand and Gravel Company (a predecessor to Oliver de Silva, Inc.), for 

a Surface Mining Permit and Reclamation Plan, designated as Alameda County Surface Mining 

Permit SMP-30, for sand and gravel operations on a site occupying parcels located south of I-680 

and west of Calaveras Road in unincorporated Alameda County near the Town of Sunol, 

comprising a total of approximately 323 acres of land owned by the San Francisco Public 

Utilities Commission (SFPUC); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to applicable provisions of the Surface Mining and Reclamation 

Act of 1975 (Pub. Res. Code §§2710-2795) (SMARA) and the County’s plans, policies and 

ordinances for surface mines in Alameda County, Oliver de Silva, Inc., as the current leaseholder 

of this property, has vested rights to mine the approximately 323 acres covered by County SMP-

30 as originally granted in 1992; and  

 

 WHEREAS the State of California Mining and Geology Board, pursuant to authority 

granted under SMARA, has designated the SMP-30 site and additional adjacent property as 

containing aggregate and mineral deposits of regional significance; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2011, Oliver de Silva, Inc. submitted to the Alameda County 

Community Development Agency an application for a revision to the Mining and Reclamation 

Plan for SMP-30 to expand the existing quarry by increasing the area under permit by 

approximately 58 acres and deepening the depth of excavation, to extend the expiration date of 

the mining permit to 30 years after approval of the modification, and to add additional ancillary 

uses at the site including an asphalt batch plant and a concrete plant (“Project”), which 

application was determined to be complete in accordance with the Alameda County Surface 

Mining Ordinance, Chapter 6.80 of the Alameda County Ordinance Code (ACSMO); and 

 

WHEREAS the County of Alameda (“County”) is the lead agency for preparing the 

environmental review for the Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(“CEQA”); and 
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WHEREAS, on October 25, 2011, the County issued a combined Notice of Preparation 

of an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR) for the Revised SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate 

Quarry Project (“Project”) / Notice of Public Scoping Meeting, which was mailed to all 

Responsible and affected agencies pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.4 and 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15082; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2011 a public scoping session was held in the community 

of Sunol at the Sunol Glen Elementary School, during which comments were received by the 

County and taken into account during the preparation of the Draft EIR, and 

 

WHEREAS the County prepared the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Revised 

SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate Quarry Project (“Draft EIR”) in accordance with Public 

Resources Code Section 21000 et seq. and CEQA Guidelines Section 15000 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2012, the County provided notice regarding the availability of 

the Draft and distributed copies of the Draft EIR to public agencies which have jurisdiction by 

law with respect to the Project and to other interested persons and agencies and sought the 

comments of such persons and agencies pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092; and  

 

WHEREAS notice inviting comments on the Draft EIR was given in compliance with 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15085; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 16, 2012 the County held a public hearing on the Draft EIR before 

the Sunol Citizens’ Advisory Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 17, 2012 the 45-day public comment period for the Draft EIR 

ended; and 

 

WHEREAS written and oral comments to the Draft EIR have been received and 

responses to those comments prepared in the form of the Final Environmental Impact Report for 

the Revised SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate Quarry Project (“Final EIR”), prepared pursuant to 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15089. The Draft EIR and Final EIR are referred to herein 

collectively as the “EIR”; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 2, 2012, the County circulated the proposed responses to comments 

to public agencies and interested private organizations and persons submitting comments on the 

Draft EIR pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to approving this resolution and recommending action on the Project, 

the Planning Commission independently reviewed and analyzed the EIR and considered the 

information contained therein and all comments, written and oral, received prior to and during 

the public hearing on the EIR; and 
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WHEREAS the Planning Commission considered the EIR prepared for the Project, staff 

reports pertaining to the EIR, and all evidence received at duly noticed public hearings.  All of 

these documents and evidence are herein incorporated by reference into this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR identifies certain significant and potentially significant adverse 

environmental impacts and recommends certain mitigation measures regarding such effects; and 

 

WHEREAS the County is required whenever possible, pursuant to CEQA, to adopt all 

feasible mitigation measures and feasible project alternatives that can substantially lessen or 

avoid any significant environmental effects; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission finds that that changes or alterations have been required in, 

or incorporated into the Project which would avoid or mitigate to the maximum extent feasible 

and to less than significant levels those potential significant environmental effects of the Project 

as identified in the EIR; and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR identified the Project as the environmentally superior alternative; 

and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR reflects the County’s independent judgment and analysis of the 

potential for environmental impacts and constitute the Environmental Impact Report Project; and 

 

WHEREAS notice of public hearing was given as required by law, and the Alameda 

County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the EIR and the Project on July 16, 2012 

at 224 West Winton Avenue, Hayward, California; and 

 

WHEREAS the comments and testimony submitted in writing and at the public hearing, 

the analysis by County staff, and other items in the public record have been considered by the 

Commission prior to the actions by this Commission as set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS prior to the actions by this Commission set forth in this Resolution, this 

Commission reviewed and considered the proposed Project, the EIR and all comments thereon 

and responses to such comments, and the proposed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program prepared by the County’s environmental consultant for the environmental mitigation 

measures, in accordance with the provisions of CEQA and the County’s environmental review 

guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission finds that that changes or alterations have been required in, 

or incorporated into, the Project which would avoid or mitigate to the maximum extent feasible 

and to less than significant levels the potential significant environmental effects of the Project as 

identified in the EIR; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the proposed Revisions to the Sunol 

Valley Aggregate Quarry Project, Revised SMP-30 are the public interest for the reasons that it 
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maximizes recovery of aggregate and mineral deposits of regional significance, enables co-

locating of concrete and asphalt processing facilities near the source of raw aggregate materials 

with certain resulting environmental benefits, and serves to implement reclamation of the Project 

site in a manner which achieves maximum water storage potential for the SFPUC; and  

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that, based upon this Commission’s review of 

the proposed Project, the EIR, the staff analysis and other items in the public record and other 

findings set forth in this Resolution, the Revised SMP-30 Project is consistent and complies with 

and conforms to the requirements of: 

 

1. SMARA Sections 2772 and 2773 and other applicable provisions of SMARA; 

and 

 

2. California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 2, Chapter 8, subchapter 1, 

Sections 3500-3505, 3700-3713, and other applicable State regulations; and 

 

3. Applicable policies of the Alameda County General Plan and the East County 

Area Plan; and 

 

4. The Alameda County Zoning Ordinance and Surface Mining Ordinance; and 

 

6. The protection of the public health, safety and welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the land and/or resources to be reclaimed 

pursuant to the Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit will be restored to a condition that is 

compatible with, and blends in with the surrounding natural environment, topography and other 

resources as such environment, topography and resources are planned to exist upon the 

completion of mining on and off of the Project site; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the amended Reclamation Plan pursuant 

to Revised SMP-30 will restore the mined lands to a usable condition that is readily adaptable for 

watershed management, water storage and recreational trails consistent with the Alameda County 

General Plan, the East County Area Plan, the SFPUC Alameda Watershed Management Plan and 

as specified in the Reclamation Plan for Revised SMP-30; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that a written response to the State 

Department of Conservation’s letter dated May 10, 2012, which response describes the 

disposition of the major issues raised by that Department, has been included within the staff 

analysis for this Project and the staff analysis has been provided to that Department; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that certain conditions of approval are 

necessary for maintenance of the public health and safety and are a necessary prerequisite to safe 

and orderly continuing quarry and associated ancillary and reclamation activities on the Project 

site; 
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NOW, THEREFORE: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby certify that the EIR has 

been completed in accordance with CEQA, has been presented to and reviewed by this Planning 

Commission prior to the Commission’s decision on the Project, and reflects the County’s 

independent judgment and analysis; and does hereby adopt the proposed Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program (MMRP) as the valid environmental review for this Project; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby approve 

the Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit Mining and Reclamation Plan as proposed in Oliver 

de Silva’s Application for the Project dated August 30, 2011 and as amended as of July 16, 2012, 

subject to the conditions of approval hereinafter set forth, which include the incorporation of 

environmental mitigation measures as identified in the EIR and responses to comments on the 

EIR; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the facts, findings and other information set forth 

in the recitals portion of this Resolution, the Application, the Draft EIR, the responses to the 

comments as contained in the Final EIR, and the staff analysis for this Project are hereby 

incorporated herein by this reference and adopted by this Planning Commission as findings in 

support of its actions set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above stated Conditions of Approval to the 

Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit, which includes certain existing Conditions of Approval 

for SMP-30 as previously approved by the Planning Commission in 1992 and which are not 

modified hereby, are set forth in Exhibit A to this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the approved Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program for this Project is set forth in Exhibit B to this Resolution; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby direct 

County staff to promptly file an appropriate Notice of Determination with the County Clerk. 

 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

AYES:    Imhof, Jacob, Loisel, Ratto, Ready, Rhodes,  

 

NOE:    None 

 

EXCUSED:    None 

 

ABSENT:    None 

 

ABSTAINED:   None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Bazar, Community Development Director, and 

Albert Lopez, Secretary to the County Planning Commission of Alameda County 

 



 

  

EXHIBIT A 

 

ALAMEDA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

RESOLUTION 12-14, JULY 16, 2012  

COMPLETE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR REVISED SMP-30 

 

[See Attached] 

 



 

  

EXHIBIT B 

 

ALAMEDA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION 12-14, JULY 16, 2012  

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM FOR REVISED SMP-30 

 

[See Attached] 

 





EXHIBIT “A” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14 - AT MEETING HELD JULY 16, 2012 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

CERTIFYING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE REVISED SMP-

30 SUNOL VALLEY AGGREGATE QUARRY PROJECT;  

MAKING FINDINGS CONCERNING MITIGATION MEASURES AND PROJECT 

ALTERNATIVES;  

ADOPTING A MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM; AND 

 APPROVING, WITH CONDITIONS, THE PROPOSED REVISED SMP-30 SURFACE 

MINING PERMIT 

 

Introduced by Commissioner Imhof 

Seconded by Commissioner Loisel 

 

 WHEREAS the Alameda County Planning Commission, in 1992, approved the 

application of Santa Clara Sand and Gravel Company (a predecessor to Oliver de Silva, Inc.), for 

a Surface Mining Permit and Reclamation Plan, designated as Alameda County Surface Mining 

Permit SMP-30, for sand and gravel operations on a site occupying parcels located south of I-680 

and west of Calaveras Road in unincorporated Alameda County near the Town of Sunol, 

comprising a total of approximately 323 acres of land owned by the San Francisco Public 

Utilities Commission (SFPUC); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to applicable provisions of the Surface Mining and Reclamation 

Act of 1975 (Pub. Res. Code §§2710-2795) (SMARA) and the County’s plans, policies and 

ordinances for surface mines in Alameda County, Oliver de Silva, Inc., as the current leaseholder 

of this property, has vested rights to mine the approximately 323 acres covered by County SMP-

30 as originally granted in 1992; and  

 

 WHEREAS the State of California Mining and Geology Board, pursuant to authority 

granted under SMARA, has designated the SMP-30 site and additional adjacent property as 

containing aggregate and mineral deposits of regional significance; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2011, Oliver de Silva, Inc. submitted to the Alameda County 

Community Development Agency an application for a revision to the Mining and Reclamation 

Plan for SMP-30 to expand the existing quarry by increasing the area under permit by 

approximately 58 acres and deepening the depth of excavation, to extend the expiration date of 

the mining permit to 30 years after approval of the modification, and to add additional ancillary 

uses at the site including an asphalt batch plant and a concrete plant (“Project”), which 

application was determined to be complete in accordance with the Alameda County Surface 

Mining Ordinance, Chapter 6.80 of the Alameda County Ordinance Code (ACSMO); and 

 

WHEREAS the County of Alameda (“County”) is the lead agency for preparing the 

environmental review for the Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(“CEQA”); and 
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WHEREAS, on October 25, 2011, the County issued a combined Notice of Preparation 

of an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR) for the Revised SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate 

Quarry Project (“Project”) / Notice of Public Scoping Meeting, which was mailed to all 

Responsible and affected agencies pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.4 and 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15082; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2011 a public scoping session was held in the community 

of Sunol at the Sunol Glen Elementary School, during which comments were received by the 

County and taken into account during the preparation of the Draft EIR, and 

 

WHEREAS the County prepared the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Revised 

SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate Quarry Project (“Draft EIR”) in accordance with Public 

Resources Code Section 21000 et seq. and CEQA Guidelines Section 15000 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2012, the County provided notice regarding the availability of 

the Draft and distributed copies of the Draft EIR to public agencies which have jurisdiction by 

law with respect to the Project and to other interested persons and agencies and sought the 

comments of such persons and agencies pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092; and  

 

WHEREAS notice inviting comments on the Draft EIR was given in compliance with 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15085; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 16, 2012 the County held a public hearing on the Draft EIR before 

the Sunol Citizens’ Advisory Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 17, 2012 the 45-day public comment period for the Draft EIR 

ended; and 

 

WHEREAS written and oral comments to the Draft EIR have been received and 

responses to those comments prepared in the form of the Final Environmental Impact Report for 

the Revised SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate Quarry Project (“Final EIR”), prepared pursuant to 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15089. The Draft EIR and Final EIR are referred to herein 

collectively as the “EIR”; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 2, 2012, the County circulated the proposed responses to comments 

to public agencies and interested private organizations and persons submitting comments on the 

Draft EIR pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to approving this resolution and recommending action on the Project, 

the Planning Commission independently reviewed and analyzed the EIR and considered the 

information contained therein and all comments, written and oral, received prior to and during 

the public hearing on the EIR; and 
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WHEREAS the Planning Commission considered the EIR prepared for the Project, staff 

reports pertaining to the EIR, and all evidence received at duly noticed public hearings.  All of 

these documents and evidence are herein incorporated by reference into this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR identifies certain significant and potentially significant adverse 

environmental impacts and recommends certain mitigation measures regarding such effects; and 

 

WHEREAS the County is required whenever possible, pursuant to CEQA, to adopt all 

feasible mitigation measures and feasible project alternatives that can substantially lessen or 

avoid any significant environmental effects; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission finds that that changes or alterations have been required in, 

or incorporated into the Project which would avoid or mitigate to the maximum extent feasible 

and to less than significant levels those potential significant environmental effects of the Project 

as identified in the EIR; and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR identified the Project as the environmentally superior alternative; 

and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR reflects the County’s independent judgment and analysis of the 

potential for environmental impacts and constitute the Environmental Impact Report Project; and 

 

WHEREAS notice of public hearing was given as required by law, and the Alameda 

County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the EIR and the Project on July 16, 2012 

at 224 West Winton Avenue, Hayward, California; and 

 

WHEREAS the comments and testimony submitted in writing and at the public hearing, 

the analysis by County staff, and other items in the public record have been considered by the 

Commission prior to the actions by this Commission as set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS prior to the actions by this Commission set forth in this Resolution, this 

Commission reviewed and considered the proposed Project, the EIR and all comments thereon 

and responses to such comments, and the proposed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program prepared by the County’s environmental consultant for the environmental mitigation 

measures, in accordance with the provisions of CEQA and the County’s environmental review 

guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission finds that that changes or alterations have been required in, 

or incorporated into, the Project which would avoid or mitigate to the maximum extent feasible 

and to less than significant levels the potential significant environmental effects of the Project as 

identified in the EIR; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the proposed Revisions to the Sunol 

Valley Aggregate Quarry Project, Revised SMP-30 are the public interest for the reasons that it 
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maximizes recovery of aggregate and mineral deposits of regional significance, enables co-

locating of concrete and asphalt processing facilities near the source of raw aggregate materials 

with certain resulting environmental benefits, and serves to implement reclamation of the Project 

site in a manner which achieves maximum water storage potential for the SFPUC; and  

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that, based upon this Commission’s review of 

the proposed Project, the EIR, the staff analysis and other items in the public record and other 

findings set forth in this Resolution, the Revised SMP-30 Project is consistent and complies with 

and conforms to the requirements of: 

 

1. SMARA Sections 2772 and 2773 and other applicable provisions of SMARA; 

and 

 

2. California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 2, Chapter 8, subchapter 1, 

Sections 3500-3505, 3700-3713, and other applicable State regulations; and 

 

3. Applicable policies of the Alameda County General Plan and the East County 

Area Plan; and 

 

4. The Alameda County Zoning Ordinance and Surface Mining Ordinance; and 

 

6. The protection of the public health, safety and welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the land and/or resources to be reclaimed 

pursuant to the Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit will be restored to a condition that is 

compatible with, and blends in with the surrounding natural environment, topography and other 

resources as such environment, topography and resources are planned to exist upon the 

completion of mining on and off of the Project site; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the amended Reclamation Plan pursuant 

to Revised SMP-30 will restore the mined lands to a usable condition that is readily adaptable for 

watershed management, water storage and recreational trails consistent with the Alameda County 

General Plan, the East County Area Plan, the SFPUC Alameda Watershed Management Plan and 

as specified in the Reclamation Plan for Revised SMP-30; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that a written response to the State 

Department of Conservation’s letter dated May 10, 2012, which response describes the 

disposition of the major issues raised by that Department, has been included within the staff 

analysis for this Project and the staff analysis has been provided to that Department; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that certain conditions of approval are 

necessary for maintenance of the public health and safety and are a necessary prerequisite to safe 

and orderly continuing quarry and associated ancillary and reclamation activities on the Project 

site; 
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NOW, THEREFORE: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby certify that the EIR has 

been completed in accordance with CEQA, has been presented to and reviewed by this Planning 

Commission prior to the Commission’s decision on the Project, and reflects the County’s 

independent judgment and analysis; and does hereby adopt the proposed Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program (MMRP) as the valid environmental review for this Project; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby approve 

the Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit Mining and Reclamation Plan as proposed in Oliver 

de Silva’s Application for the Project dated August 30, 2011 and as amended as of July 16, 2012, 

subject to the conditions of approval hereinafter set forth, which include the incorporation of 

environmental mitigation measures as identified in the EIR and responses to comments on the 

EIR; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the facts, findings and other information set forth 

in the recitals portion of this Resolution, the Application, the Draft EIR, the responses to the 

comments as contained in the Final EIR, and the staff analysis for this Project are hereby 

incorporated herein by this reference and adopted by this Planning Commission as findings in 

support of its actions set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above stated Conditions of Approval to the 

Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit, which includes certain existing Conditions of Approval 

for SMP-30 as previously approved by the Planning Commission in 1992 and which are not 

modified hereby, are set forth in Exhibit A to this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the approved Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program for this Project is set forth in Exhibit B to this Resolution; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby direct 

County staff to promptly file an appropriate Notice of Determination with the County Clerk. 

 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

AYES:    Imhof, Jacob, Loisel, Ratto, Ready, Rhodes,  

 

NOE:    None 

 

EXCUSED:    None 

 

ABSENT:    None 

 

ABSTAINED:   None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Bazar, Community Development Director, and 

Albert Lopez, Secretary to the County Planning Commission of Alameda County 

 



 

  

EXHIBIT A 

 

ALAMEDA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

RESOLUTION 12-14, JULY 16, 2012  

COMPLETE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR REVISED SMP-30 

 

[See Attached] 

 



 

  

EXHIBIT B 

 

ALAMEDA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION 12-14, JULY 16, 2012  

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM FOR REVISED SMP-30 

 

[See Attached] 

 







































EXHIBIT “A” 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 12-14 - AT MEETING HELD JULY 16, 2012 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

CERTIFYING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE REVISED SMP-

30 SUNOL VALLEY AGGREGATE QUARRY PROJECT;  

MAKING FINDINGS CONCERNING MITIGATION MEASURES AND PROJECT 

ALTERNATIVES;  

ADOPTING A MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM; AND 

 APPROVING, WITH CONDITIONS, THE PROPOSED REVISED SMP-30 SURFACE 

MINING PERMIT 

 

Introduced by Commissioner Imhof 

Seconded by Commissioner Loisel 

 

 WHEREAS the Alameda County Planning Commission, in 1992, approved the 

application of Santa Clara Sand and Gravel Company (a predecessor to Oliver de Silva, Inc.), for 

a Surface Mining Permit and Reclamation Plan, designated as Alameda County Surface Mining 

Permit SMP-30, for sand and gravel operations on a site occupying parcels located south of I-680 

and west of Calaveras Road in unincorporated Alameda County near the Town of Sunol, 

comprising a total of approximately 323 acres of land owned by the San Francisco Public 

Utilities Commission (SFPUC); and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to applicable provisions of the Surface Mining and Reclamation 

Act of 1975 (Pub. Res. Code §§2710-2795) (SMARA) and the County’s plans, policies and 

ordinances for surface mines in Alameda County, Oliver de Silva, Inc., as the current leaseholder 

of this property, has vested rights to mine the approximately 323 acres covered by County SMP-

30 as originally granted in 1992; and  

 

 WHEREAS the State of California Mining and Geology Board, pursuant to authority 

granted under SMARA, has designated the SMP-30 site and additional adjacent property as 

containing aggregate and mineral deposits of regional significance; and 

 

WHEREAS, on August 30, 2011, Oliver de Silva, Inc. submitted to the Alameda County 

Community Development Agency an application for a revision to the Mining and Reclamation 

Plan for SMP-30 to expand the existing quarry by increasing the area under permit by 

approximately 58 acres and deepening the depth of excavation, to extend the expiration date of 

the mining permit to 30 years after approval of the modification, and to add additional ancillary 

uses at the site including an asphalt batch plant and a concrete plant (“Project”), which 

application was determined to be complete in accordance with the Alameda County Surface 

Mining Ordinance, Chapter 6.80 of the Alameda County Ordinance Code (ACSMO); and 

 

WHEREAS the County of Alameda (“County”) is the lead agency for preparing the 

environmental review for the Project pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act 

(“CEQA”); and 
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WHEREAS, on October 25, 2011, the County issued a combined Notice of Preparation 

of an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR) for the Revised SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate 

Quarry Project (“Project”) / Notice of Public Scoping Meeting, which was mailed to all 

Responsible and affected agencies pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.4 and 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15082; and 

 

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2011 a public scoping session was held in the community 

of Sunol at the Sunol Glen Elementary School, during which comments were received by the 

County and taken into account during the preparation of the Draft EIR, and 

 

WHEREAS the County prepared the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Revised 

SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate Quarry Project (“Draft EIR”) in accordance with Public 

Resources Code Section 21000 et seq. and CEQA Guidelines Section 15000 et seq.; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2012, the County provided notice regarding the availability of 

the Draft and distributed copies of the Draft EIR to public agencies which have jurisdiction by 

law with respect to the Project and to other interested persons and agencies and sought the 

comments of such persons and agencies pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092; and  

 

WHEREAS notice inviting comments on the Draft EIR was given in compliance with 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15085; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 16, 2012 the County held a public hearing on the Draft EIR before 

the Sunol Citizens’ Advisory Committee; and 

 

WHEREAS, on May 17, 2012 the 45-day public comment period for the Draft EIR 

ended; and 

 

WHEREAS written and oral comments to the Draft EIR have been received and 

responses to those comments prepared in the form of the Final Environmental Impact Report for 

the Revised SMP-30 Sunol Valley Aggregate Quarry Project (“Final EIR”), prepared pursuant to 

CEQA Guidelines Section 15089. The Draft EIR and Final EIR are referred to herein 

collectively as the “EIR”; and 

 

WHEREAS, on July 2, 2012, the County circulated the proposed responses to comments 

to public agencies and interested private organizations and persons submitting comments on the 

Draft EIR pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21092.5; and 

 

WHEREAS, prior to approving this resolution and recommending action on the Project, 

the Planning Commission independently reviewed and analyzed the EIR and considered the 

information contained therein and all comments, written and oral, received prior to and during 

the public hearing on the EIR; and 
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WHEREAS the Planning Commission considered the EIR prepared for the Project, staff 

reports pertaining to the EIR, and all evidence received at duly noticed public hearings.  All of 

these documents and evidence are herein incorporated by reference into this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR identifies certain significant and potentially significant adverse 

environmental impacts and recommends certain mitigation measures regarding such effects; and 

 

WHEREAS the County is required whenever possible, pursuant to CEQA, to adopt all 

feasible mitigation measures and feasible project alternatives that can substantially lessen or 

avoid any significant environmental effects; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission finds that that changes or alterations have been required in, 

or incorporated into the Project which would avoid or mitigate to the maximum extent feasible 

and to less than significant levels those potential significant environmental effects of the Project 

as identified in the EIR; and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR identified the Project as the environmentally superior alternative; 

and 

 

WHEREAS the EIR reflects the County’s independent judgment and analysis of the 

potential for environmental impacts and constitute the Environmental Impact Report Project; and 

 

WHEREAS notice of public hearing was given as required by law, and the Alameda 

County Planning Commission held a public hearing on the EIR and the Project on July 16, 2012 

at 224 West Winton Avenue, Hayward, California; and 

 

WHEREAS the comments and testimony submitted in writing and at the public hearing, 

the analysis by County staff, and other items in the public record have been considered by the 

Commission prior to the actions by this Commission as set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

WHEREAS prior to the actions by this Commission set forth in this Resolution, this 

Commission reviewed and considered the proposed Project, the EIR and all comments thereon 

and responses to such comments, and the proposed Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program prepared by the County’s environmental consultant for the environmental mitigation 

measures, in accordance with the provisions of CEQA and the County’s environmental review 

guidelines; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission finds that that changes or alterations have been required in, 

or incorporated into, the Project which would avoid or mitigate to the maximum extent feasible 

and to less than significant levels the potential significant environmental effects of the Project as 

identified in the EIR; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the proposed Revisions to the Sunol 

Valley Aggregate Quarry Project, Revised SMP-30 are the public interest for the reasons that it 
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maximizes recovery of aggregate and mineral deposits of regional significance, enables co-

locating of concrete and asphalt processing facilities near the source of raw aggregate materials 

with certain resulting environmental benefits, and serves to implement reclamation of the Project 

site in a manner which achieves maximum water storage potential for the SFPUC; and  

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that, based upon this Commission’s review of 

the proposed Project, the EIR, the staff analysis and other items in the public record and other 

findings set forth in this Resolution, the Revised SMP-30 Project is consistent and complies with 

and conforms to the requirements of: 

 

1. SMARA Sections 2772 and 2773 and other applicable provisions of SMARA; 

and 

 

2. California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 2, Chapter 8, subchapter 1, 

Sections 3500-3505, 3700-3713, and other applicable State regulations; and 

 

3. Applicable policies of the Alameda County General Plan and the East County 

Area Plan; and 

 

4. The Alameda County Zoning Ordinance and Surface Mining Ordinance; and 

 

6. The protection of the public health, safety and welfare; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the land and/or resources to be reclaimed 

pursuant to the Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit will be restored to a condition that is 

compatible with, and blends in with the surrounding natural environment, topography and other 

resources as such environment, topography and resources are planned to exist upon the 

completion of mining on and off of the Project site; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that the amended Reclamation Plan pursuant 

to Revised SMP-30 will restore the mined lands to a usable condition that is readily adaptable for 

watershed management, water storage and recreational trails consistent with the Alameda County 

General Plan, the East County Area Plan, the SFPUC Alameda Watershed Management Plan and 

as specified in the Reclamation Plan for Revised SMP-30; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that a written response to the State 

Department of Conservation’s letter dated May 10, 2012, which response describes the 

disposition of the major issues raised by that Department, has been included within the staff 

analysis for this Project and the staff analysis has been provided to that Department; and 

 

WHEREAS this Commission further finds that certain conditions of approval are 

necessary for maintenance of the public health and safety and are a necessary prerequisite to safe 

and orderly continuing quarry and associated ancillary and reclamation activities on the Project 

site; 
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NOW, THEREFORE: 

 

BE IT RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby certify that the EIR has 

been completed in accordance with CEQA, has been presented to and reviewed by this Planning 

Commission prior to the Commission’s decision on the Project, and reflects the County’s 

independent judgment and analysis; and does hereby adopt the proposed Mitigation Monitoring 

and Reporting Program (MMRP) as the valid environmental review for this Project; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby approve 

the Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit Mining and Reclamation Plan as proposed in Oliver 

de Silva’s Application for the Project dated August 30, 2011 and as amended as of July 16, 2012, 

subject to the conditions of approval hereinafter set forth, which include the incorporation of 

environmental mitigation measures as identified in the EIR and responses to comments on the 

EIR; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the facts, findings and other information set forth 

in the recitals portion of this Resolution, the Application, the Draft EIR, the responses to the 

comments as contained in the Final EIR, and the staff analysis for this Project are hereby 

incorporated herein by this reference and adopted by this Planning Commission as findings in 

support of its actions set forth in this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the above stated Conditions of Approval to the 

Revised SMP-30 Surface Mining Permit, which includes certain existing Conditions of Approval 

for SMP-30 as previously approved by the Planning Commission in 1992 and which are not 

modified hereby, are set forth in Exhibit A to this Resolution; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the approved Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting 

Program for this Project is set forth in Exhibit B to this Resolution; and 



Alameda County Planning Commission 

Resolution #12-14, July 16, 2012 

Revised Surface Mining Permit SMP-30  

Page 6 

 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this Planning Commission does hereby direct 

County staff to promptly file an appropriate Notice of Determination with the County Clerk. 

 

ADOPTED BY THE FOLLOWING VOTE: 

 

AYES:    Imhof, Jacob, Loisel, Ratto, Ready, Rhodes,  

 

NOE:    None 

 

EXCUSED:    None 

 

ABSENT:    None 

 

ABSTAINED:   None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Bazar, Community Development Director, and 

Albert Lopez, Secretary to the County Planning Commission of Alameda County 

 



 

  

EXHIBIT A 

 

ALAMEDA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION  

RESOLUTION 12-14, JULY 16, 2012  

COMPLETE CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR REVISED SMP-30 

 

[See Attached] 

 



 

  

EXHIBIT B 

 

ALAMEDA COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 

RESOLUTION 12-14, JULY 16, 2012  

MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM FOR REVISED SMP-30 

 

[See Attached] 

 


