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FILE NO. 130766 
SUBSTITUTED 

10/1/2013 

[Park Code - Hours of Operation for City Parks] 

OK.u1NANCE NO. 

Ordinance amending the Park Catie to establish hours of operation for City parks from 

5:00 a.m. to midnight, with certain exceptions; and ma~ing environmental findings. 

NOTE: Additions are single-underline italics Times New Roman; 
deletions are strike through italics Tinies }·le;~· Roman. 
Board amendment additions are double-underlined; 
Board amendment deletions are strikethrough normal. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

Section 1. The.Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated-in 

this ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public 

Resources Code Section 210-00 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the 

Board of Supervisors in File No. 130766 and is incorporated herein by reference. 

Section 2. The San Francisco Park Code is hereby amended by adding Section 3.21, 

to read as follows: 

SEC. 3.21. HOURS OF OPERATION. 

(a) Persons may enter and use any park 'from 5:00 a.m. to midnight daily. provided that (I) the' 

Department may set different hours in a permit. contract or lease. and (2) whenever a threat to public 

health or safetv exists in any park resulting -from any natural cause. explosion. accident or anv other 

cause. or bv riot or unlawful assembly or activitv. the Ge.neral Manager may close the park or any part 

thereofto the public for such duration as he or she deems necessary to ensure the safety and well-being 

· of the public. This subsection shall not apply to buildings. such as recreation centers. restrooms and 

clubhouses. or to athletic fields. which may have different hours of operation, as determined bv the 

General Manager or the Commission. as the case may be. 

Supervisors Wiener, Farrell 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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{Q) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a). the Commission may by resolution and at 

any time set different hours of operation for any park or part thereat based on operational 

requirements or neighborhood impacts. 

(c) No person shall enter or remain in any park without the permission of the Department 

outside of the hours open to the public as set in subsection (a) or under subsection {Q). except that: 

(I) In the case of Balboa Park Golden Gate Park, Lincoln Park. and McLaren Park. 

persons may use a vehicle (including but not limited to a car. truck. bicycle and motorcycle) on the 

roadway(s) in those parks or walk on paved sidewalks immediately adjacent to such roadways, at any 

time for purposes of transversing the park.only: 

(2) In the case ofthe Panhandle. persons may walk or ride a bicycle on the bike paths 

at any time for purposes of transversing the park only: and. 

(3) In the case of Union Square, Civic Center Plaza. and Justin Herman P Zaza. persons 

may walk on the paved portions of those plazas at any time for purposes of transversing the plaza only. 

{d) A violation of subsection (c) shall be subject to the penalties set forth in Park Code 

Article 10. 

(e) The Department shall post the hours for each park (1) at the park in a location designed to 

provide notice to members ofthe public. and (2) on the Department's website. 

19 Section 3. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

20 enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

21 ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

22 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

23 

24 I I I 

25 I I I 

I 
Supervisors Wiener, Farrell 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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j APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

2 j DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

3

41
1 By: l r-~tf~. 

THOMA~J. OWEN 

5 
! Deputy City Attorney 
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Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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FILE NO. 130766 

REVISED LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 
(10/1 /2013, Substituted) 

[Park Code - Hours of Operation for City Parks] 

Ordinance amending the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks from 
5:00 a.m. to midnight, with certain exceptions; and making environmental findings. 

Existing Law 

The Recreation and Park Commission sets by resolution the hours that parks are open 
to the public. 

Amendments to Current Law 

The proposal is an ordinance that would amend the Park Code to provide that City 
parks would be open to the public from 5:00 a.m. to midnight daily, and prohibit any person 
from being in a City park outside of those hours. The Recreation and Park Commission could 
also set different hours of operation for any park by resolution based on operational needs or 
neighborhood impacts. 

The proposal would not apply to buildings on park property, such as recreation centers 
and clubhouses, or to athletic fields. The Department would continue to set the hours of 
·operations for those facilities. The proposal also would not apply in the following situations: 

• Where someone is using a roadway or adjacent sidewalk to cross 
Balboa Park, Golden Gate Park, Lincoln Park, or Mclaren Park; 

• Where someone is using a bike path to cross the Panhandle; 

• Where someone is using the paved areas to cross Union Square, 
Civic Center Plaza, or Justin Herman Plaza; 

• Where the Department has set different hours in a permit, contract, 
or lease; or, 

• Where the General Manager has temporarily closed a park to 
protect the safety and well-being of the public. 

Violations of the proposal could be punished as a misdemeanor or an infraction. 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

July 30, 2013 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDtrTY No. 554-5227 

File Np. 130766 

On July 23, 2013, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following proposed legislation: 

File No. 130766 

Ordinance amending the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks 
from 5:00 a.m. to midnight, with certain exceptions; and making environmental 
findings. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

Q(~~ 
By: Alisa Miller, Committee Clerk 

Land Use & Economic Development Committee 

Attachment 

c: Monica Pereira, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 

~-~r~~ 
Cm; s,q,-U'-'>. \~()(elf) 
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From: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Mr. Nemerovski: 

Board of Supervisors 
BOS-Supervisors 
jim@pathways.com 
FW: Daily Public park closure effort 

I 5a 70(,o 

Your email has been forwarded to the Board of Supervisors and placed in File 130766 .. 

From: Jim Nemerovski [mailto:jim@pathways.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2013 3:41 PM 
To: Board of Supervisors 
Subject: Fwd: Daily Public park closure effort 

Attention: Clerk: 

Piease add to public record, :in addition to previous message emailed to you, yesterday. 

Please advise this will be received by and ideally thoroughly reviewed by those consider:ing the nightly park 
closure efforts. 

Thank you. 

My best, 

Jim 

Jim Nemerovski 
jim@pathways.com 
(415) 387-8185 - Land l:ine 
(415) 385-0643 - Mobile 
California Time - PST 

Beg:in forwarded message: 

From: Jim Nemerovski <jim@pathways.com> 
Date: October 30, 2013 at 11 :15:51 AM PDT 
To: "Wiener, Scott" <scott.wiener@sfaov.org> 
Subject: Re: Daily Public park closure effort 

Thanks for replying, Scott. 

I am wonder:ing what your orig:inal, personal motivation was to implement this radical change 
and how you are address:ing the feedback I see :in the press, includ:ing sleep-:ins. 

This idea may be mainstream but there must be a reason San Francisco has not had park closure 
hours, which are or are not being addressed in the current effort. 

It is stated that the effort will not impact those in need discovered in the park, including the 
homeless: that this might be better for them? 

1 
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How does this actually change the equation regarding trash? Does this fund increasing the 
coverage by police in the late hours? If items are disposed of inside a park won't it require the 
police to travel deeper into the park during _normal rounds rather than being visible on the streets 
deterring crime; able to observe and deter? 

1bis idea seems to imply that the cost to remove refuse will go down or the cost of coverage by 
police will not go up; and any agencies who help the homeless to enter temporary housing 
facilities (if there are vacancies: what is the rate of access to those in need?) - or other intended 
facilities to address otherwise previously-unrecognized emergencies: 

other than the implied reduced access to parks by law-abiding citizens this effort does not seem 
to address the likely pitfalls and excessive costly downsides without having in place the funding 
up front to address the needs which will be revealed. 

Does the city have the funding and the will to arrest and incarcerate individuals in combination 
with citing with penalty fee? 

Those who need and only have parks as refuge from personal situations, including youth in 
personal, abusive life situations, will not be deterred but likely find themselves confronted by 
abuse of authority rather than an opportunity to address their private situation in a meaningful 
and productive way: 

unless this effort by the Board of Supervisors is not merely about handing refuse, but, a 
subversive method for helping the disenfranchised people to find the necessary refuge and 
resources they need to turn their lived around: 

is that something this effort has adequate funding of the mandate and the will of all city and it's 
citizens and NGOs affiliated? 

San Francisco is actually known as a city of compassion not just enforcement: it seems to also 
get us in trouble as a city visible to the world, when we live up to that reputation. 

As it was recently revealed in the mainstream press, Nevada mentally-ill with no safety net 
provided one-way bus tickets to San Francisco; this story, whether or not true, has come up a 
11umber of times in the press, seemingly, an urban myth . 

. ssuming it is true: it is just one example of how we are viewed by those who are not will in to 
.help compassionately and with adequate funding in place to actually help. 

Under strains and constraints of the ongoing economic national crisis, while San Francisco seems 
to have been far less impacted than other cities, both large and small, we are l:lllique in how we 
address homelessness, as a most contemporary example, as mandated under the Newsom 
administration. 

Yet, as our economic growth offers challenges and opportunities, including real estate for the 
workers who commute to the Peninsula, many of whom now live in your own district, and the 
quality of life will continue to escalate due to that infusion of talent and means, the dynamic, 
including care for the less fortunate, will put pressure on you and your colleagues to find ways to 
solve persistent challenges, such as the pickup and disposal of refuse and care for the needy and · 
challenged who occupy the public facilities. 

2 
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I think you believe your idea is a good one. 

I don't think however $1,000,000 spent arbitrarily on the set of issues we are faced with truly 
addresses the source of the issues; it diverts attention from the truly meaningful and critical ones; 
there is no set of contingencies discussed that fund beyond the limited scope the $1,000,000 
could address. 

I also do not see the real benefit in citing and extracting excessive funds from those who do not 
have the means, the likely candidates for your new program. 

Will they be arrested and take up time in the courts at the city taxpayers' expense to contend with 
unpaid citations? Or, as most will be without residence, how will you follow up and use the 
citations as deterrent: how will you ensure recovery of penalties to find the basic intentions of 
your program? 

Thank you, Scott - or Aid - for the time and consideration in reading and considering this 
through to the end. 

My best, 

Jim 

Jim N emerovski 
jim@pathways.com 
(415) 387-8185 - Land line. 
( 415) 3 85-0643 - Mobile 
California Time - PST 

On Oct 30, 2013, at 8:36 AM, "Wiener, Scott" <scott.wiener@sfgov.org> wrote: 

Cameras on public property in San Francisco always cause a political explosion. I 
agree with you that they could be very useful here. As for other cities, they all 
have park hours - every single one - ranging from the big ones like New York and 
Chicago to the medium ones like Austin, Portland, and Seattle to the smaller ones 
like Berkeley and Santa Monica. We are out of step in a negative way for our park 
system. 

Scott Wiener 
Supervisor, District 8 
(415) 554-6968 

To read or subscribe to my monthly newsletter or to follow me on Facebookor 
Twitter, go to www.scottwiener.com. 

On Oct 29, 2013, at 1:16 PM, "jim@pathways.com" <jim@pathways.com> 
wrote: 

To:scott.wiener@sfgov.org 
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Email:jim@pathways.com 

NAME:James S Nemerovski 

PHONE:415-387-8185 

EMAIL_ VERIFY:jim@pathways.com 

COMMENTS:Rather than impose constraints and restraints on the 
pubic, in a city which is NOT like other cities across the USA, let 
alone, of similar size: I would recommend a comprehensive 
monitoring system including cameras to guide law enforcement. 
There is likely an incredible amount of illegal and inappropriate 
activity which takes place on city properly. Proper placement could 
help identify vehicles. Connecting Park-specific monitoring with 
other cameras could piece together a web or trail to locate and 
question and incarcerate actual offenders, including paid, city staff. 
The example of the tragic loss of life near Cortland Ave, where the 
city employee has still yet to be prosecuted, comes to mind ... Also, 
as enforcement becomes more viable, cameras will become the 
only means for a check and balance to protect citizens from 
possible abuse of power by security and law enforcement. 

4 
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From: 
Sent: 

Jim Nemerovski LJim@pathways.com] 
Tuesday, October 29, 2013 12:38 PM 

To: Board of Supervisors . 
Subject: Please submit this email into the record regarding the matter coming up today for public 

comment regarding daily park closures: Re: How would you spend $1 million? 

To Clerk: 

Please submit this email into the record regarding the matter coming up today for public comment, a.S I will not 
be able to attend. 

Note: this message was originally sent to members of the Board of Supervisors: I was advised by Supervisor 
Wiener's office to submit this direct to the Clerk to ensure it will be included in the conversation. 

Thank you. 

My best, 

Jim 

Jim Nemerovski 
jim@oathways.com 
(415) 387-8185 - land line - Pacific Standard Time 
(415) 385-0643 - mobile 

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Jim Nemerovski <jim@pathways.com> 
Subject: Re: How would you spend $1 million? 
Date: October 18, 2013 at 11 :00:33 AM PDT 
To: "advocacy@sfparksalliance.org" <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org>, 
"feedback@sfparksalliance.org" <feedback@sfparksalliance.org> 
Cc: Phil Ginsburg <phil.ginsburg@sfgov.org>, Eric M_ar <Eric.L.Mar@sfgov.org>, Peter Lauterborn 
<peter.lauterborn@sfgov.org>, "Scott.Wiener@sfgov.org" <Scott.Wiener@sfgov.org> 

Thank you for making us aware. 

I would recommend a comprehensive monitoring system including cameras to guide law enforcement. 

There is likely an incredible amount of illegal and inappropriate activity which takes place on city properly. 

Proper placement could help identify vehicles. Connecting Park-:Specific monitoring with other cameras could 
piece together a web cir trail to locate and question and incarcerate actual offenders, including paid, city staff. 

The example of the tragic loss of life near Cortland Ave,.where the city employee has still yet to be prosecuted, 
comes to mind ... 

1 
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Also, as enforcement becomes m.ore viable, cameras will become the only means for a check and balance to 
protect citizens from possible abuse of power by security and law enforcement. 

My best. 

Jim 

Jim Nemerovski 
jim(@,pathways.com 
(415) 387-8185 - Land line 
(415) 385-0643 - Mobile 
California Time - PST 

My best, 

Jim 

Jim Nemerovski 
jim@pathways.com 
(415) 387-8185 - Land line 
(415) 385-0643 - Mobile 
California Time - PST 
On Oct 18, 2013, at 10:31 AM, San Francisco Parks Alliance <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org> wrote: 

** ADVOCACY ALERT FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO PARKS ALLIANCE** 

October 17, 2013 

How would you spend $1 million? 

2 
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Learn more! 

Visit our Park Hours 
Advocacy Page 

Learn about the 
legislation, download 
sample letters to edit and 
send to your super\tisor, 
and see current news 
about the progress of the 
legislation! 



In San Francisco, we spend it 
on repairing vandalism and 
illegal dumping in our parks. 

Protect the condition of our San Francisco Parks and 
support Scott Weiner's Park Hours Legislation. By 
establishing clear, codified park closure hours from 12 AM to 5 
AM (with exemptions for walking, biking and driving through 
certain parks) our Park Patrol and Police Department will have 
another tool to combat the nearly $1 million in annual 
damages that result from vandalism and illegal dumping in 
our parks. 

Join us by sending a letter of 
support and calling your District 
Supervisor TODAY! 
Thank you for being an advocate of parks! 

1~ 
Matt O'Grady 
SFPA Executive Director 

·· • Visit advocacy oaqe>> 

Quick Links 

x 

[!] =-----.-. 
- - . : . . . .· 

r.;i """ - -. - :--
~ - -

0~---

I rx1 ==--. -.. -. ~· -

_Stay Connected 

San Francisco Parks Alliance I feedback@sfoarksalliance.org I htto://www.sfoarksalliance.org 
PO Box 170160 

San Francisco, CA 94117-0160 

OUR CITY, OUR PARKS. 

Copyright© 2012. All Rights Reserved. 

Forward this email 
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This email was sent to jim@oathways.com by advocacy@sfparksalliance.ora I 
Update Profile/Email Address I Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ l Privacy Policy. 
San Francisco Parks Alliance l PO Box 170160 L San Francisco l CA J 94117-0160 
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In the view of this citizen, Supervisor Scott Weiner's proposed hlg}ittilmrcurfew-on--~1:'
access to parks would not only confiscate, that is, steaJ. our liberty fully to enjoy 
nature in our City of St Francis. · 

It would be an abdication of Supervisors' governmental role to supervise. 

Are Park&! R~c's rangers, Police Department patrols and Sheriff's remits not quali
fied to cope with homeless encampments in Golden Gate Park? Law enforcers una
ble to identify a.nd constrain a known, repeat vandaJizer of Portsmouth Square? 
La.eking ima.g:l.Da.tion a.nd initiative to enlist taJ.ent and resources in the world's capi
tal of technology, for example, to deploy inexpensive ad hoc cameras at McLaren 
Park sites of materials theft? Too squad-car-captive, politically intimidated or 
untrained to curtail public sexual activity in Buena. Vista. Park? I don't think so. 
Ima,gina:tion, art and benevolence made our parks. Supervision is indicated. 

"Every other city does it"-an easy but bootless fix to timeless nuisances and epi
sodic problems which challenge competence, compassion and capability-is a. feck
less, unworthy reason for curta.il.ing a. basic freedom: to enjoy at will our parks. 

Slippery slope- Prohibiting anytime use* of City parks could be an enclosures pre
cedent for, say, the Presidio Trust, then, perhaps GGNRA some day, for reasons of 
budget economies, tidiness or simply sloth further to restrict citizens to the built, 
paved, increasiD.gly dense and regulated, unequaJly privileged environment. 

Our urban green commons whether pocket-sized, neighborhood or magnificent 
require dedicated, determined stewardship of these horticultural and recrea.tionaJ. 
oases a.nd escapes. Not forfeit of civic liberty and pleasures to illusory security. 

Any one of our parks should be as safe a place as any corner or sector of the City! 
That's our challenge, in this unique city of possibilities beloved by the world. 

For the Board of Supervisors to outsource a failure of management and oversight to 
the (burdened as well as cluttered) justice system would be inappropriate, a. shirk-

. ing of responsibility. Closing our City&! County's parks at n.1ght is an ill-advised, 
myopic, immature idea.. Please reject this proposed legislation. Thank you, 

\._ 

!Jr4. "J~ .. J 
*A poet's walk; evening-shift worker's run; lovers' stroll; berea.ved's consolation; 
citizen's meditation; scientist's or coder's inspiration; even youth's exploration. ... 

John C Diamante 268 Bush St, PMS 1009 San Francisco 94104 415.392 3111 

[Native. Owns a business in the City. Long active in civic affairs. Ran for mayor, 1971 [by bicycle), 1975 [with stage
coach). on an independent, details-specific, low-carbon, post-automotive, housing, social justice and arts platform.] 
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Miller, Alisa 

From: 
Sent: 
ro: 
Subject: 

Board of Supervisors 
Monday, October 21, 2013 2:31 PM 
BOS-Supervisors; Miller, Alisa 
File 130766: Communication in Opposition to File 130766 [Park Code - Hours of Operation for 
City Parks] for BOS 10/29/13 meeting 

Attachments: homeless_bill_of_rights.docx 

From: carpihole@aol.com [mailto:carpihole@aol.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 12:31 PM 
To: Board of Supervisors 
Subject: Communication in Opposition to File 130766 [Park Code - Hours of Operation for City Parks] for BOS 10/29/13 
meeting 

Dear Supervisors; 

This letter is to express a great concern about the proposed Park Hours Legislation introduced first in 
December 14, 2010 by the Mayor to the City Operations and Neighborhood Services Committee, and more 
recently on July 23, 2013 by Supervisor Weiner assigned to the Land Use and Economic Development 
Committee. 

As stated at the Land Use and Economic Development Committee meeting on October 7, 2013, I strongly 
oppose this legislation. I understand this legislation has been forwarded without recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors to be heard on October 29, 2013. This legislation is discriminatory and only serves to 
convolute and skirt enforcement responsibility for crimes that occur in City parks and to continue diminishing 
+he rights of all San Franciscan's - especially those who rely on public parks as their one last place of respite. 

fhis proposed legislation and other laws and ordinances that have been enacted over the years directly 
contradict and conflict with upcoming legislation ... specifically CA AB 5, The Homeless bill of rights (Attached 

. hereto for your convenience) which supports the constitutional rights of the poor and indigent. San Francisco 
must evaluate many current laws, systems, and accepted practices in all City Departments, that conflict with 
this new law. 

Let's talk about obvious common sense concerns should the proposed legislation governing Park Hours 
reintroduced by Supervisor Weiner be enacted: 

• The burden of knowing whether park hours apply to any given park lies on every single US 
citizen and tourist; 

• Inconsistencies (carve outs) in the law would add fear (and stress) to all citizens of being 
targeted simply for being in the wrong place at the wrong time; 

• In effect, imposes a curfew on the City sub_jecting anyone out after midnight to police scrutiny; 
• The homeless would crowd the parks with exemptions to the law (thereby making attacks on 

homeless more efficient and profiling practices increased with zero citizen recourse); and, 

• Dumping/Graffiti/Vandalism will still occur. 

Prior to introducing any legislation relating to iimiting civil rights under the guise of curbing crime are 
unacceptable without first providing the public common sense analysis' and reports that exhibit at bare 
minimum a modicum of need and alternate efforts taken to mitigate an issue (evidence of increased security 

parks during those hours, specific numbers of incidents per park, enlisting assistance from homeless for 
, eporting, evaluation of City Departm~nt practices, etc) prior to proposing to impose more rules and laws on 
the citizens of San Francisco. Without these efforts, submitting legislation that blatantly limit civil and human 
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rights to be in public places and at1drd police/rangers the ability to indiscriminately target any occupant of any 
public space can be construed as an abuse of power and conflict of interest, and should be investigated as 
discriminatory and/or as crimes against humanity. 

Bare minimum Analysis/Reports for this legislation should be mandatory prior to assuming that closing the 
parks for certain hours will allay the basis of this legislation: 

1) #of incidents (dumping; vandalism; graffiti; underage drinking) per park per month from 1/1/2013 -
9/30/2013; how they would be prevented with this new legislation? 

2) Parks & Rec costs for security at parks per year for 2010, 2011, & 2012 per park; 
3) Vandalism & Graffiti costs with allocations per salary/vandalism/graffiti for 2010, 2011, &2011 per 

park; 
4) #of Park Rangers assigned per park per month during the hours ofproposed closure from 1/1/13 -

9/30/13; 
5) #of police reports/calls for any crime park per month from 1/1/13 - 9/30/13; 
6) #of citations issued at parks, times of issuance per park per month from 1/1/13 - 9/30/13; 
7) #of arrests (description of crime charged - including 5150s and Aggressive Solicitation which are not 

technically arrests) in parks fron:i 1/1/13 - 9/30/13; 
8) Are the Roles/responsibilities including enforcement of all parties clear and uniform; 
9) A list of current laws that overlap with proposed legislation; 
10) Alternate mitigation efforts and/or resolutions to a given issue; 
11) A summary of all prior analysis performed on quality of life issues in San Francisco since 1990; and, 
12) Proposed reporting requirements if enacted. (ie - updated# of incidents, costs, arrests of homeless as 

a result, impacts on legal system and hospitals, .etc.) 
13) Blocking Public rights of way- look at citations issued to individuals versus trucks/advertising boards 
14) Public urination/excrement - Report on public restroom maintenance/availability; accessibility of 

public restroom - hours/locations 

Penalizing the general public for City deficiencies in providing facilities for basic hum.an care under the guise of 
random crime is not acceptable and will lead to a militarized city that specifically targets the homeless, poor, 
and indigent and allows for individual (potentially renegade) discretion of authority- leaving little to no 
remedy or defense against false and discriminatory actions of officers/rangers as a result of this legislation. 
Additionally, costs to litigate the impacts of the legislation would surely cost tax payers more than adding 
security cameras or other measures that should reasonably be taken prior to even introducing such 
legislation. Lef snot forget about the impact on the individuals who have been subject to the existing laws. 

Some of the current laws that serve target the poor and indigent population and warrant analysis are: 

012-08- prohibits camping/sleeping in parks 8pm-8am {3.12;3.13} 1/24/08 Newsom 

MPC 120.2 "."""Aggressive Solicitation Ban/ Substance Abuse and Mental Health Diversion Program (Formerly 
Aggressive Panhandling-MPC 120.1. This has been repealed due to law suits and civil rights issues) it is 
curious that this does not apply to healthcare professionals; businesses spamming; restaurants leaving door 
hangers weekly who are able to repeatedly violate this law) 

File# 120124 Large Vehicle Parking Restrictions 9/28/12 Chu/Cohen - Should look at studies of the prior 
proposed legislation (report on costs applied to fixing roads/contractors/ assessment) 

Prop L- Sit/Lie 11/2010 (absolutely used against the homeless- should evaluate# of people with homes that 
have been cited (ages/disability/construction workers) 

File# 120191 "Building Code amending definition of Efficiency Unit 2/25/12 Weiner which reduces the size of 
affordable housing units living spaces by 70 square feet (from 220sqft to 150sqft). 
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0015-12 - Public Guardian/Public r.dministrator Gift Fund - Financial Management with "Voluntary" Informed 
Consent - the catch is, if a person is referred to a program in SF from drug court vs. jail, they are required to 
sign a document that gives authority to a person to collect their GA check and charge them a monthly fee for 
management - with zero oversight. This program must be audited and evaluated for legal issues. 

5150 (CIT) - Individual rights, Patient rights and due process violations are all accepted practices in San 
Francisco 

In summary, I urge this Board to focus on legislation that will provide incentive for our City's Board of 
Supervisors; Mayor, and Department Heads to center their legislative focus on holding all .bad actors (including 
corporations) accountable for crimes against the public - not promoting the restriction of basic civil and 
human rights based on random acts of a few bad actors who have.violated criminal laws - which the City failed 
to investigate or enforce. 

City leaders who choose to waste the public's time and money attempting to target the neediest in our city 
should be personally fined for the costs of litigation associated with a discriminatory law, the public's time and 
effort in having to divert focus from their own pursuit of happiness, and costs to non-profit and other 
organizations that are forced to divert their focus from helping individuals to fighting discriminatory legislation 
from becoming law. Repeat offenders should be subject to a three strikes provision. 

Thank you for your consideration ofthis letter in opposition of the proposed park closure ordinance. 

Sincerely, 

Diane Carpio 

· This land is your land, this land is my land ...... this land was made for you and me. 
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March 30, 2013 

California Homeless Bill of Rights Fact Sheet 

Laws that segregate, that make criminals of people based on their status rather than their behavior, or that prohibit 
· certain people's right to be in public spaces are not just sad relics from the past: Today, numerous laws infringe on 

poor people's ability to exist in public space, to acquire housing, employment, and basic services, and to equal 
protection under the law. The California Homeless Bill of Rights is a response that can help alleviate poverty and 
homelessness while protecting homeless people from discrimination and ensuring their right to privacy and to their 
personal ·property. 

Assemblymember Tom Ammiano (D, San Francisco) is the author of AB 5, the "California Homeless Person's Bill 
of Rights and Fairness Act". The bill is co-sponsored by, Western Regional Advocacy Project, Western Center on 
Law and Poverty, JERICHO: A Voice for Justice, and the East Bay Community law Center. 

The following rights of homeless people are enumerated in the bill: 

The right to 
• move freely in public spaces 
• rest and sleep in public spaces 
• have personal property in public space, and restitution for any property taken or destroyed 
• share food in public spaces 
• protection by law enforcement 
• seek an income, including through recycling 
• pray in public 
• . turn down offers of servic~s based on one's own judgment 
• sleep in one's car 
• equal access to education for homeless schoolchildren and youth 
• confidentiality in social service records. 

The bill creates a right to sufficient health and hygiene centers available 24 hours, including bathrooms 
and showers. 

The bill forbids law enforcement from enforcing laws that prohibit sleeping, sitting, lying down, standing, 
eating, panhandling, or sharing food in public spaces (or in one's car in a public space) unless that area: 

• offers General Assistance for twelve months out of the year 
• and has an unemployment rate below 120% the Federal average 
• and has a public housing waitlist of fewer than 5 0 people. 

The bill gives people the right to counsel-provided by the county-· whenever the District Attorney is 
present in court to prosecute. (Currently, this does not happen with infraction cases.) 

·The bill protects public employees fyom retaliation by their employer if they offer public resources to a 
homeless person. · 

WRAP• Western Regional Advocacy Project• 294016th Street, Suite 200-2, San Francisco, CA. 94103 • 415.621.2533 
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March 30, 2013 
The bill requires law enforcement agencies to compile every year the number of citations and arrests for 
laws that prohibit: 

• obstructing sidewalks 
• loitering 
• sitting 
• lying 
• camping 
• "lodging" in public 
• sleeping in public 
• asking for donations 
• bathing in public 
• sharing or receiving food 
• sleeping or living in a vehicle 
• violating park closure laws 
• jaywalking 
• trespassing 
• other local or state laws as requested by the Attorney General, city attorney, or any non-profit that assists, 

reaches out to, or advocates for poor and homeless people. 

The following rights are aspirational in the bill: 

• Right to shelter. 
• Right to basic services, housing, income, and medical care. 
• The right of homeless schoolchildren to be provided the supplies necessary for academic success 

(backpacks, textbooks, notebooks, pencils, pens, and appropriate academic technology). 

Definition o(Homelessness: 

For the purposes of this bill, "homeless" means lacking a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, or having a 
primary nighttime residence in a shelter, on the street, in a vehicle, in an enclosure or structure that is not authorized or 
fit for human habitation, substandard apartments, dwellings, doubled up temporarily with friends or families, staying in 
transitional housing programs, staying anywhere without tenancy rights, or staying with one or more children of whom 
they are the parent or legal guardian in a residential hotel whether or not they have tenancy rights. 

Regional Contact 

Western Regional Advocacy Project 
Paul Boden 

(415) 621-2533 
pboden@wraphome.org 

Local Conto,ct 

WRAP• Western Regional Advocacy Project• 294016th Street, Suite 200-2, San Francisco, CA. 94103 • 415.621.2533 
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October 18, 2013 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
City Hall -
I Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Dear Supervisor supervisors, 

I am a long time elected official at the Auburn Area Park and Recreation District (aka ARD) here in the Sierra 
Foothills. I want to send my full support for the proposed Park Homs Legislation. 

While I do riot live in San Francisco, I do utilize your parks on a regular basis, be it for a day under the trees in · 
my favorite destination, or perhaps a live music event or festival. Alas I must admit as a visitor the results of 
jerks and the damage they cause has become much more apparent, and a bit of a deterrent at some locations. 

I also know the costs associated. Unfortunately we are not immune to the ill effects of Vandals, Delinquents, 
Transients and others who do not show respect for our facilities. The cost to our district is high. We are in the 
process of working with local law enforcement agencies (we do not have Rangers and work with the Auburn 
Police & Placer Sheriffs Department). To facilitate enforcement the need for Ordinances I Codes has to be in 
place, allowing for law enforcement to better protect our resources. 

I thank you for all you do to make San Francisco such a wonderful place & your hopeful support of the ch~ges 
·· to the Park Hours, I know while it will not fix all problems, it is a necessary step in the right direction. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Holbrook 
Past President and Member-Auburn Recreation District (For ID Purposes Only) 
3698 Country Meadow Ct 
Auburn, CA 95 602 
530-906-7441 
aubumscott@netscape.net 
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October 10, 2013 

The Honorable David Chiu, President 
Sam Francisco Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, #244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

SF CHAMBER 

SAN 
FRANCISCO 
CHAMBERoF 
COMMERCE 
Our City. Your Business. 

RE: Support File~ours of Operation for City Parks 

Dear President Chiu: 

--· PAGE 01/01 

() 

The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce, representing over 1500 local businesses, strongly supports 
Supervisor Scott Wiener's proposed ordinance to close San Francisco city parks between midnight and 5:00 
a.m. daily. 

Most vandalism of our parks happens at night, under cover of darkness. The Recreation and Park Department 
spends over $1 million each year repairing the extensive damage of our parks, recreation centers, play fields, 

'es and grass. These funds could be used to hire more gardeners and recreation center staff if the constant 
.11dalism that plagues our parks each night is p,revented. Establishing and enforcing consistent overnight 

closing hours is a vital step in curbing this activity and keeping our parks safe, healthy and usable for 
everyone. 

Many cities in the Bay Area and across the U.S. close their parks at night, including Berkeley, Portland, New 
York and Boston. This policy is long overdue in San Francisco and should be implemented as soon as 
possible. 

The San Francisco Chamber of Commerce urges the Board of Supervisors to support this important piece of 
legislation that wlll protect our city's precious parks and preserve them for everyone to enjoy. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Lazarus 
Senior Vice President for Public Policy 

cc: Clerk of the Board (to be distributed to all members of the Board of Supervisors); Sup. Scott Wiener; Phil 
Ginsburg, General Manager, Recreation and Park Department; Mark Buell, President, Recreation and Park 

1mission: Mayor Ed Lee 

235 Montgomery Street, Suite 760 I San Francisco, CA 94104-2903 I Tel: 415.392.4520 I Fax: 415.392.0485 

Received Time .Oct.10. 2013 10:50AM No.15_2,0:ha~.gom 



From: 
To: 
Subject: 

Board of Supervisors 
BOS-Supervisors /~t 
Support for City Park Hours, File ~o. 13076~-~/ 

From: David Burke [mailto:burkenet@yahoo.com] 
Sent: Monday, October 07, 2013 9:07 AM 
To: Wiener, Scott; Chiu, David; Kim, Jane; Board of Supervisors 

.-

Cc: Taylor, Adam; Rauschuber, Catherine; Veneracion, April; Farrell, Mark; Breed, London; Miller, Alisa; Corrales, Greg; 
Ballard, Sarah; Randolph, Alex; BVNA@ix.netcom.com 
Subject: Support for City Park Hours, File No. i30766 

Honorable Supervisors, 

I wanted to let you know that as a resident and home owner in the Buena Vista 
neighborhood, you have my full support to establish consistent San Francisco park hours of 
operation as covered in File No. 130766 - Park Code-Hours of Operation for City Parks. 
Over the last year it seems the park and adjoining neighborhood vandalism has increased 
partly due to late night use of the Buena Vista park. It's my understanding that establishing 
consistent park hours of operation will assist the SFPD and SFRPD Park Patrol with all they 
are doing to keep our parks safe and healthy. 

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing support, 
David Burke 

545-547 Buena Vista Ave. West 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
415-990-4456 
burkenet@yahoo.com 

1 
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From: 
To: 

ubject: 

Board of Supervisors 
BQS,,.S.u.p.~sors 

(Flie 1307~_9is Monday Hearing - SUPPORT for Park Hours proposal - No. 130766 

-----Original Message-----
From: Karen Crommie [mailto:kcrommie@aol.com] 
Sent: Sunday, October 06, 2013 12;15 PM 
To: Wiener, Sc6tt; Chiu, David; Kim, Jane; Board of Supervisors 
Subje.ct: This Monday Hearing - SUPPORT for Park Hours proposal - No. 130766 

Dear ,Supervisors, 

As a longtime panelist on the Park/Northern Neighoorhood Court, I can't stress enough the 
problem of ejudicating cases of park camping when each park has different opening and closing 
hours. 

Apart from the opportunity for vandalism, destruction of established plants, concealing 
r~naway minors, the nightime activity in the parks includes ill~gal drug use, stashing of 
stolen bicycles and the building of dangerous campfires. So long as the parks exude an 
atmosphere of jeopardy, their use by the general public will diminish. Having uniformed 
open/closing hours will be a first step in protecting the parks for everyone. 

Karen Crommie 
Haight Ashbury 

1 
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From: 
To: 
Subject: 

Board of Supervisors 
]p.S.S.b!p&\lj_s.ors · 

(File 130766: SUPPORT Park Code-Hours of Operation for City Parks 
\. -·" .....____, ____ .,.._... 

From: Joan Downey [mailto:jdowney324@outlook.com] 
Sent: Friday, October 04, 2013 10:19 PM 
To: Wiener, Scott; Chiu, David; Kim, Jane; Board of Supervisors; Breed, London 
Subject: SUPPORT Park Code-Hours of Operation for City Parks 

Honorable Supervisors, 

Please SUPPORT Park Code-Hours of Operation for City Parks legislation (File No. 130766) to. clarify the operating hours of all City 
parks. 

Currently-legislated Park hours are inconsistent and unclear confusing the public and hampering enforcement. To effectively combat 
vandalism, we need clear and consistent Citywide park operating hours.,This legislation provides needed support for SFPD and 
SFRPD Park Patrol efforts to help keep our parks safe and healthy. 

Regards, 

Joan Downey 
324 Carl Street 

1 
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Miller, Alisa 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 
Attachments: 

Hello Alisa, 

Alisa Cordesius [alisa@sfparksalliance.org] 
Monday, October 07, 2013 4:51 PM 
Miller, Alisa 
Ana Vasudeo; Matthew O'Grady; Rachel Norton 
SFPA Petition Letters of Support · 
Petition Letter Support_Park Hours_ SFPA_ 10.07.2013.pdf 

Please find attached a PDF document that compiles all of the support letters we've received in favor of 
Supervisor Weiner's Park Hours legislation over the past two weeks. Feel free to reach out with any questions. 
Thank you! 

Best, 

Alisa Cordesius 
San Francisco Parks Alliance 
T: 415.621.3260 
www.sfoarksalliance.org 

1 of 19 
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October 7, 2013 

Members of the Board of Supervisors 
City l-lall 
l Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Letter of Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Dear Supervisor: 

P.O. Bax 170160 
San Francisco, CA 94117•0160 

415.62'1 .3260 
www.sfparksalliance.org 

I am writing to ask for your support for the proposed Park I-fours legislation, which would amend the city's 
Park Code to close the city's parks between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with certain exceptions. 

As a parks advocacy organization, the San f'.rancisco Parks Alliance (Sf'.PA) is deeply concerned about safety 
issues in our parks. We are constantly approached by neighborhood groups asking us to help them lobby for 
cameras, increased park patrol, security and flood lighting, as well as other safety measures in their parks. tvly 
organization supports this legislation because it will play a vital role in decreasing the amount of vandalism 
and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. Currently, half of the maintenance work orders for the 
Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) relate to vandalism, most of which occurs between 12:00am to · 
s:ooam. 

Furthermore, this legislation will help save the city nearly $1 milHon that it currently spends annually .to 
address late night vandalism and dumping in our parks. Our parks have 'historically been underfunded and 
we know the money that the Recreation and Parks Department (RPD) is using to address late night · 
vandalism should be used for more pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs - according to 
RPD estimates, $1 million could fund 10 more gardeners, or 13 more afterschool sites. 

San f'.rancisco is the 14t~ largest city in the country arid yet it is the only 'maj0r city without uniform park 
hours. Cities both larger and· smaller have set reasonable park hours (New York: 6 a.m. to l a.m.; Seattle: 
4:30 a.ni. to 11 p.m.; Austin, TX: 5 a.m. to 10 p.m.). What's more, over the years individua I parks in San 
f:rancisco have been assigned conflicting and confusing operating hours - rendering posted closures all but 
unenforceable. · 

Supervisor, I am conce~ned that this legislation is being perceived by some as an anti~homeless; Section 3.13 
of the Parks Code already addresses illegal camping/sleeping in the parks. Homeless residents have also 
been victims of serious attacks while they sleep in parks late at night. Limited overnight park closures will' 
enhance everyone's safety and provide police and park patrols with an additional tool to deter vandalism in 

, parks. I urge you to help us carry this reasonable, commonsense [egislation forward and to help us create 
safer parks for all San Franciscans. , 

Sincerely, 

Matt O'Grady . 
Executive Director 

2 of 19 
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September 30, 2013 

Supervisor Mark FaiTell 
City Hall 
1 Dr. CarltonB. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Fl'ancisco, Ca 94102-4689 

1:le: Support for Park Hours .Legislation 

Dear Super.visor Fan·ell, 

Thank you for your continued s4pport of our parks, we truly appreciate your leadership 
and vision on park issues. I am writing today to ask for your support for the proposed 
Park Hours legislation, which would amend the city's P.ark Code to close fQe city's pai-ks 
between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with certain exceptions. 

I support this legislation for a number of reasons. First, this legislation will play a vital 
role in decreasing the amount of vandalism and ill~gal dumping that occurs in our city's 
parks. CuITently. half of the maintenance work orders for the Recreation and Parks 
Department relate to vandalism that occurs between 12:00am to 5:00am. Secondly, this 
legislation will save the city nearly $1 million that fr currently spends annually to address 
late night vandalism and dumping in our parks. These funds could be used for more 
pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. Lastly, this legislation would 
not restdct the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park~ Balboa Park, or Lincoln Pru-k for 
commuting pmposes. 

Furthe1more, I am concerned that this legislation is being perceived as an anti-honieless. 
It is already illegal to sleep or camp in the parks between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am pursuant 
to Section 3.13 of the Park Code-passage or failure of this legislation will not change 
this. Moreover, as a San Frap.cisco resident~ I am also concemed that there is not enough 
ptoper housing for our homeless population - everyone deserves a wa1m, safe, an.d 
humane place to sleep, something that cannot be offered by a poorly lit park. Homeless 
residents have also been victims of serious attacks while they sleep in parks late at night. 
Limited ovemight parks closures will enhance everyone's safety. 

Supervisor Panell, I urge you to help us carry this legislation forward and to help us 
create safer parks for all San Franciscans. 

Sincerely, 

Kelly Nice 
Green Street resident . 
President - San Francisco Parks Alliance 

3 of 19 
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lOn/13 111 Francisco Parks Alliance Mail - Support for Park Hour 'station 

Ptirlrn Advocate <advocacy@sfparksal liance.org> 

Support.for Park Hours Legislation 
·1 message 

Joel Susal <joelsusal@gmail.com> 
To: eric.l.mar@sfgov.org 

Fri, Oct 4, 2013'at 3:43 PM 

Cc: advocacy@sfparksalliance.org 

October 4, 2013 

Supervisor Et.ic Mar 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

.Dear Supe1visor Mar, 

As a concerned park user- and someone who lives across the street :from Golden Gate Park- I am writing to ask for your 
support for the proposed Park Hours legislation, which would amend the city's Park Code to clo.se the city's parks · 
between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with ce1tain exceptions. 

I suppQrt this legislation fora number of reasons. First, this legislation wi11 play a vital role in decreasing the amount of 
vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parlcs. C1irrently, half of the maintenance work orders for the 
Recreation and Parks Depaitment relate to vandalism that occurs between l 2:00am to 5 :o'Oam. Secondly, this legislation 
will save the city nearly $1 million that it currently spends annually to address late night vandalism and dumping in om· 
parks. These funds could be used for more pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. Lastly, this 
legislation would not restrict the use of Golden Gate Patx, McLaren Padc, Balboa Park, or Lincoln Park for co1mnuting 
~urposes. 

Furthermore, I am concerned that this legislation is being perceived as anti-homeless. However, Section 3 .13 of the Parks 
Code already addresses illegal camping/sleeping in the parks. Rather, l believe that limited ovemight parks closures will 
enhance everyone's safety and provide p'olice and padc patrols with an additional tool to better deter vandalism in parks. 
Supe1visor Mar, I urge you to he Ip us cany this legislation fo1ward and to help us create safer parks for all San 
Franciscans. 

Sincerely, 

4 of 19 
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n Francisco P..irks Alliance Mail- Support for Park Houn ;talion 

Joel Susal 

2638 Fulton St. (between 2nd and 3rd Aves) 

5 of 19 
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IOn/13 .Ln Francisco Parks Alliance Mail - Support for Park Hour. .slation 

Support for Park Hours Legislation 
1 message 

Geoffrey R.Smith<grsmithz@pacbell.net> 
Reply-To: "Geoffrey R. Smith" <grsmithz@pacbelLnet> 
To:·"Scott.Wiener@sfgov.org" <Scott.Wiener@sfgov.org> 
Cc: "advocacy@sfparksalliance.org" <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org> 

October 3, 2013 

Supervisor Scott Wiener 
City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Dear Scott, 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 8:52 PM 

As a concemed paik user and one who walks daily through Buena Vista Park, I am wiiting to ask for 
your suppo1i for the proposed Parle Hours legislation, which would amen4 the city's Patic Code to close 
the city's parks between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with certain exceptions. · 

I supp01i this legislation for a number of reasons. First, this legislation will play a vital role in decreasing 
the amount of vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. Currently, half of the 
maintenance work orders for the Recreation and Parks Department relate to vandalism that occurs 
between 12:00am to 5:00am. Second, this legislation will save the city nearly $1 million that it ctm:ently 
spends annually to address late night vandalism and dumping in our parks, These funds could be used 
for more pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. Third, this legislation would not 
restrict the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Parle, Balboa Park, or Lincoln Park for co~muting 
purposes. 

Section 3.13 of the Parks Code already addresses illegal camping/sleeping in the parks, but limited 
overnight parks closures mandated by the Park Hours legislation will enhance eve1yone's safety and 
provide police and park patrols with an additional tool to deter vandalism in parks. 

Scott, I urge you to help cany this legislation fmward and to help create safer pa.des for all San . 
Franciscans. · 

Sincerely, 

Geoffrey R. Smith 
1482 Masonic A venue 
San Francisco, CA 94117 

6 of 19 
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lOn/13 .rn Francisco Parks Alliance Mail - Support for Park Houi jslation 

Par!<s Advocc:1te <achmcacy@sfparksalli~mce.o!'g> 

Support for Park Hours Legislation 
::i messages · 

Alisa Cordesius <alisacord@gmail.com> 
To: London. Breed@sfgov.org, advocacy@sfparksalliance.org 

10/3/2013 

Supervisor Bl'eed 

City Hall 
l Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place,_Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

_Dear Supe1visor Breed, 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 4:11 PM 

As a concerned padc user,' I am wdting to ask for your support for the proposed Park Hours legislation, which would 
amend the city's Park Code to close the city's parks between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with ce1tain exceptions. 

I support this legislation for a number ofreasons. First, this legislation will play a vital role in decJ'easing the amount of 
vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. Currently, halfofthe maintenance work orders for the 
Recreation and Parks Department relate to vandalism that occurs between 12:00am to 5:00am. Secondly, this legislation 
will save the city nearly $1 mill ion that it cmTently spends annually to address late night vandalism and dumping in our 
parks. These funds could be used for more pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. Lastly, this 
legislation would not restrict the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park, Balboa Park, or Lincoln Park for commuting 
purposes. 

Fmthermore, I am concerned that this legislation is being perceived as an anti-homeless, since Section 3 .13 of the Parks 
Code already addresses illegal camping/sleeping in the parks. In fact, limited overnight parks closui·es will enhance 
everyone's safety and provide police and park patrols with an additional to9l to deter vandalism in parks. Supervisor 
Breed, I urge you to help us cany this legislation fo1ward and to help us create safer parks for all San Franciscans. 

Sincerely, 

Alisa Cordesius 

886 Greenwich Street 

7 of 19 
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10nm San Fl'ancisco Parks Alliance Mail - Park Hours Legi l 

Park Hours Legislation 
1 message 

Sonia Suresh <soniansuresh@gmail.com> 
To: London.Breed@sfgov.org 
Cc: advoc~cy@sfparksalliance.org 

Dear Supervisor Breed 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 3:24 PM 

As a concerned park user and resident of District 5, I am writing to ask for your support for the proposed Park 
Hours legislation, which would amend the city's Park Code to cfose the city's parks between 12:00 am and 5:00 
am, with certain exceptions. 

I support this legislation for a number of reasons. First, this legislation will play a vital role in decreasing the 
amount of vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. Currently, half of the maintenance work 
orders for the Recreation and Parks Department relate to vandalism that occurs between 12:00am to 5:00am. 
Secondly, this legislation will save ·the city nearly $1 million that it currently spends annually to address late night 
vandalism and dumping in our parks. These funds could be used for more pressing maintenance issues, such as 
playground repairs. Lastly, this legislation would not restrict the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park, Balboa 
Park, or Lincoln Park for commuting purposes. 

Furthermore, I am concerned that this legislation is being perceived as an anti-homeless, since Section 3.13 of 
the Parks Code already addresses illegal camping/sleeping in the parks. In fact, limited overnight parks closures 
will enhance everyone's safety and provide police and park patrols with an additional tool to deter vandalism in 
parks. Supervisor Breed, I urge you to help us carry this legislation forward and to help us create safer parks for 
all San Franciscans. 

Sincerely, 

Sonia Suresh 

8 of 19 
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' . ---San Francisco Parks Alliance Mail - Park Hours Legi' 

Parlm Advocate <advoc:acy@sfparlrnalliance.org> 

Park H·ours Legislation 
1 ·message 

Jack Barber <jdbarber@sbcglobal.net> 
Reply-To: Jack Barber <jdbarber@sbcglobal.net> 
To: "Norman.Yee@sfgov.org" <Norrnan.Yee@sfgov.org> 
Cc: "advocacy@sfparksalliance.org" <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org> 

October 3, 2013 

Supervisor Norman Yee 
City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco1 Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Dear Supervisor Yee, 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 2:49 PM 

As a concerned park user, I am writing to ask for your support for the proposed Park Hours 
legislation, which would amend the city's Park Code to close the city's parks between 12:00 
am and 5:00 am, with certain exceptions. 

I support this legislation for a number of reasons. First, this legislation will play a vital role 
in decreasing the amount of vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. 
Currentry, half of the maintenance work orders for the Recreation and Parks Department 
relate· to vandalism that occurs .between 12:00am to S:OOam. Secondly, this legislation will 
save the city nearly $1 million that it currently spends annually to address late night 
vandalism and dumping in our parks. These funds could be used for more pressing 
maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. Lastly, this legislation would not restrict the 

I 

use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park1 ~alboa Park, or Lincoln Park for commutjng . 
purposes. 

Furthermore, I am concerned that this legislation is being perceived as an anti-homeless, 
since Section ·3.13 of the Parks Code already addresses illegal campin.g/sleeping in the parks. 
In fact, limited.overnight parks closures will.enhance everyone's safety and provide police 
and park patrols with an additi<;mal tool to deter vandalism in parks. SupervisorYee, I urge 
you to help us carry this legislation forward and to help us create safer parks for all San 
Franciscans. 

Sincerely1 

Jack Barber 
420 Moraga Street 
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San Francisco1 CA 94122 
jdbarber@sbcg lobal. net 
(415) 759-1281 Home 
( 415) 609-6087 Cell 

~... ..~ 
San Francisco Parks Alliance Mail - Park Hours Legis 
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Support Parks Hours legislation 

Pat Kenealy <pkenealy1@yahoo.coin> 
Reply-To: Pat Kenealy <pkenealy1@yahoo.com> 
To: "Mark.Farrell@sfgov.org" <Mark.Farrell@sfgov.org> 
Cc: "advocacy@sfparksalliance.org" <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org> 

Supe1visor Mark Fan·ell · 
City Hall . . . 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 
Dear Supervisor Fairell: 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 2:03 PM 

As a 20-year resident of your district, and a concemed park user, I am writing to ask for your support 
for the proposed Paik Hours legislation, which would amend the city's Park Code to close the city's 
parks between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with ce1tain exception~. 
The legislation will cut vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks> and set uniform 
expectations for ldds and others who use the City's parks. It will leave the parks "clear11 for normal 
overnight maintenance and give police a reason to stop those in the parks late at night. 
I urge you to help us cany this legislation forward and to help us create safer pai·lcs for all San 
Franciscans. 
Sincerely, 
P.atrick Kenealy 
2464 Broadway 
San Francisco; CA 94115 

. 11 of 19 
https://mail.google.comfmail/u/lf?vi=2&ik=db99aefcaf&view=pt&search=inbox&SS11~80219d43d5c33 111 



,...---., ~"" 
10nm n FTancisco Parks Alliance Mail - Supportfor Park Hour: ilation 

Parl<s Advocate <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org> 

Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Vivian Anthony <vivian.anth@yahoo.com> 
To: Jane.Kim@sfgov.org 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 2:01 PM 

Cc: advocacy@sfparksalliance.org 

10/03/13. 

Supe1visor Jane Kim 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Dea1· Supe1visor Ms. Kim,. 

As a concerned park user, I am writing to ask for your support for the proposed Park :J:Iours legislation, which would 
amend the city's Patk Code to close the city's pal'ks between 12:00 am and 5:00 am, with certain exceptions. 

I suppo1t this legislation for a numbe1' ofreasons. First, this legislation wilt play a vital role in decreasing the amount of 
vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. Cunently, half of the maintenance w01'k orders for the 
Recreation and Parks Depa1tment relate to vandalism that occurs between 12:00am to 5 :OOam. Secondly, this legislation 
will save the city nelil'ly $1 million that it currently spends annually to address late night vandalism and dumping in our 
parks. These :fonds could be used for more pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repail's. Lastly, this 
legislation wo.uld not reshict the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park, Balboa Park, or Lincoln Park foi- commuting 
purposes. 

Fmthe1more, I am conce1:ned that this legislation is being perceived as an anti-hom.eless, since Section 3 .13 of the Parks 
Code already addresses illegal camping/sleeping in the parks. In fact, limited overnight parks closures will enhance 
everyone's safety and provide police and park patmls with an additional tool to deter vandalism in padcs. I urge you to 
help us cany this legislation forward and to help us cre~te safer pat-ks for all San Franciscans. 

Sincerely, 

Vivian Anthony 
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88 King Street 

San Francisco, CA 94107 
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Fwd: Urging your support of regular park hours legislation 
1 message 

Rachel Norton <:racheln@sfparksalliance.org> 
To: advocacy@sfparksalliance.org 

Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 1:23 PM 

--- Forwarded message-----
From: Teri Olle <teriolle@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 1 :06 PM 
Subject: Fwd: Urging your support of regular park hours legislation 
To: Rachel Norton <rpnorton@gmail.com> 

what i sent 
i also sent around to a· few other d5ers 

--· - Forwarded message --
From: Teri Olle <teriolle@gmail.com> 
Date: Thu, Oct 3, 2013 at 1:01 PM 
Subject: Urging your support of regular park hours legislation 
To: London Breed <londonbreed@yahoo.com>, "Brown, Vallie" <Vallie.Brown@sfgov.org>, 
london. breed@sfgov.org 

Dear Supervisor Breed, 

I write to urge you to support the park hours legislation carried by Supervisor Weiner. I considered this carefully, 
as I generally do not like to support legislation when there are already enough tools in the toolbox that could be 
used - more tools don't help. At first I thought, well, vandalism and theft are already illegal, as is sleeping in the 
park, so why do we need a new law? In this case, however, I was swayed by the need for consistency and· 
public notice. I think that this benefits everyone - the public, the parks department and law enforcement. If it's 
the same everywhere, people start to adjust their behavior. There are many analogies in other areas of city 
living, like cleaning up dog waste, for example: the Jaw is the same everywhere, and there are signs posted in 
enough places that everyone really is on notice that that's the law no matter where you go. As well, if the parks 
are closed in the middle of the night, law enforcement doesn't have to wait for someone to vandalize· or steal to" 
act. 

I also find it compelling that similarly situated cities have a park hours law in place already. It strikes me as a 
reasonable and common sense measure to have consistent open/close hours in all of our public spaces. 

I urge you to support this proposed legislation. Thank you for consideration of my views. 

Best, 

Teri Olle 
574 Belvedere Street 

Teri Olle 
415 .. 377.4698 
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Teri Olle 
415.377.4698 

Rachel Norton 

San ITa1 . Parks Alliance Mail - Fwd: Urging your support of re gull. .{hours legislation 

Director of Communications 
SF Parks Alliance 
racheln@sfparksalliance.org 
P.O. Box 170160 
San Francisco, CA 94117-0160 
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!On/13 San Francisco Park mce Mail- Park Hours Legislation - comments from' Fril f Oak Woodlands GG Park' 

Parks Aclvocak~ <advocc:icy@sfpm!-csciiliance.ortJ> 

Park Hours Legislation .. comments from ' Friends of Oak Woodlands GG Park ' 

Robert Bakewell <rcbakewell@gmail.com> Mon, Sep 30, 2013at10:52 PM 
To: Supervisor Eric Mar <Eric.L.Mar@sfgov.org> 
Cc: "Scott Wiener, S_upeNisor District 8" <Scott.Wiener@sfgov.org>, London Breed <London.Breed@sfgov.org>, 
Peter Zepponi <peter@zepponi-architects.com>, Peter Zepponi <peter@sfhorseshoepitching.com>, Advocacy 
Cordesius <advocacy@sfparksal liance. org> 

Supervisor Eric Mar 
City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 

Re: Support for Park Hours Legislation 

Dear Eric, 

I am emailing you to ask for your support for the proposed Park Hours legislation, which 
would amend the city's.Park Code to cl~se the city's parks between 12:00 am and 5:00 
am, with certain exceptions. · 

I appreciate yom· ongoing support for our Oak~ Woodlands Natural Area restoration and 
stewardship that is continuing to bring increased value to our remnant indigenous 
environment, Golden Gate-Park and to our Richmond community. 

I support this legislation for a num~er of reasons. 
First, this legislation will play a vital role in decreasing the amount of vandalism a:nd 
illegal dumping that occurs ill our city's parks. Currently, half of the maintenance work 
orders for the Recreation and Parks Department relate to vandalism that occurs between 
12:00am to 5:00am. 
Secondly, this .legislation will save the city nearly $1 million that. it cu1Tently spends 
annually to address late night vandalism and dumping in our parks. These funds could be 
used for niore pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. 
Lastly, this legislation would not restrict the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park, 
Balboa Park, or Lincoln Park for commuting purposes. 

Today while visiting McLaren Lodge and passing by the Conservatory of Flowers entry 
· station I was wi1ness to the replacement by City workers of several windows and doors 
that were shattered ove1nite by vandals. 
Receritly, we have had to contend with the vandalizing of our indigenous and historic 
coast live oaks including breakage, cutting and graffiti paintmg and continuing trash 
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deposition in the Horseshoe Com~s. 

I am concerned that this legislation is being perceived as an anti-homeless. 
It js already illegal to sleep or camp in the parks between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am pursuant 
to Section 3.13 of the Park Code - passage or failure of this legislation will not change 
this: · 
Of course, I am also concerned that there is not enough suitable ho~ing for the various 
groups of transients and homeless population. 
Everyone deserves a warm, safe, and humane place to sleep, something that cannot be 
offered in a park at night .. 
Homeless residents have been victims of serious attacks while they sleep in parks late at 
night. 

Furthermore, a large number of overnight residents in Golden Gate Park are opportunistic 
young transients - many of them suffering from various drug addictions, including 
methamphetamine use. . 
Warehousing this population in any park, including GG Park, is not acceptable 
public health policy ! 

Lilnited ove1night parks closui·es will enhance everyone's health and safety. 
I also recommend that law enforcement in our City's parks be applied diligently ! 
There is too much anecdotal evidence that park security is low priority, such as in regard 
to Section 3 .13 of the Park Code. 

i encourage you to support this legislation and would be pleased to offer you specifics as 
to how this will help us in the Oak Woodlands Golden Gate Parle 

Yours sincerely, 

Robert Bakewell . 
Co-founder of ' Friends of Oak Woodlands Golden Gate Park ' 
SFPA Park.Partner 
863 Arguello Blvd. # 5 
SF, CA 94118 
415-710-9617 
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Support for Park Hours Legislation 
1 message 

Leah Pimentel <Ieah.pimentel@yahoo.com> Mon, Sep 30, 2013 at 2:55 PM 
Reply-To: Leah Pimentel <leah.pimentel@yahoo.com> 
To: "Malia.Cohen@sfgov.org" <Malia.Cohen@sfgov.org> , 
Cc: "advo~acy@sfparksalliance.org" <advocacy@sfparksalliance.org>, "Andre.a. Bruss@sfgov.org" 
<Andrea.Bruss@sfgov.org>, "Yoyo.Chan@sfgov.org" <Yoyo.Chan@sfgov.org>, "Mawuli.Tt,Jgbenyoh@sfgov.org" 
<Mawuli.Tugbenyoh@sfgov.org> 

September 30, 2013 

Supervisor Malia Cohen 
City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, Ca 94102~4689 . 

Re: Support for Park Hours ·Legislation 

Dear Supervisor Malia Cohen, 

As a concemed park user,.I am writing to ask for your support for the proposed Park Hours legislation, 
which would amend the city's Park Code to close the city's parks betWeen 12:00 am and 5:00 run, with· 
cert~ exceptions. · · 

I support this legislation for a number of reasons. First, this legislation will play a vital role in decreasing 
the amount of vandalism and illegal dumping that occurs in our city's parks. Currently, half of the 
maintenance work orders for the Recreation and Parks Department relate to vandalism that occurs 
between 12:00am to 5:00am. Secondly, this legislation will save the city nearly $1 million that it 
currently spends annually to address late night vandalism and dumping in our parks. These funds could 
be use~ for more pressing maintenance issues, such as playground repairs. Lastly, this legislation would 
not restrict the use of Golden Gate Park, McLaren Park, Balboa Padc, or Lincoln Park for conunuting 
pU!JJoses. 

Furthermore, I am concemed that this legislation is being perceived as an anti~homeless. It is already 
illegal to sleep or camp in the parks between 8:00 pm and 8:00 am pursuant to Section 3.13 of the Park 
Code -passage or failure of this legislation will not change this. Moreover, as a San Francisco resident, 
I am also concemed that there is not enough proper housing for o:ur homeless population - everyone 
deserves a waim, safe, and humane place to sleep, something that cannot be offered by a poorly lit pruk. 
Homeless residents have also been victims of serious attacks while they sleep in pat1cs late at night 
Limited overnight parks closm·es will enhance everyone's safety. 

Supervisor Malia Cohen, I urge you to help us cany this legislation fo1ward and to help us create safer 
parks for all San Franciscans. 

Sincerely, 
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Leah Pimentel 
1795 Silver Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94124 

Leah Pimentel 
Vice Chair, San Francisco Democratic County Ce11tral <:;:omm.ittee 
San Francisco Park Alliance> Board of Directors 
Comrriissioner, Local Agency Formation Commission 
Emerge California Class of 2011 
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F--ark Closure FACT SHEET 
Coalition On Homelessness, SF 

File No. 1307(pf.p 

ID/'1/1s Receir~cJ in 
Commi+/ee 

San Francisco Supervisor Scott Wiener has introduced legislation to close all of SF's Public 
Parks from 12 midnight until Sam. This proposed law will further criminalize people sleeping in parks 
and negatively impact the entire city of San Francisco. 

This law would: 
.: fine and jail people who are living/resting in public parks because they have nowhere else to go; 
- waste precious city funds on signs, fences, and costs of enforcement; · 
- result in a greater police presence in the parks. 

Park Closures Force People Onto Streets 
- We have 1,339 shelter beds for single adults in San Francisco and over 7,350 people experiendng 
homelessness on any given night. There is no where for the unsheltered homeless people to go: We 
already have a crisis - further homeless sweeps will only increase the crisis on our streets. 

-Los Angeles adopted uniform park closures and as a result forced park dwellers in to the city's 
downtown Skid Row neighborhood. As a result; the city was forced to legalize sleeping on public 
sidewalks in Skid Row to respond to the mass displacement post-park closure implementation. Park 
closures in San Francisco will also displace homeless people from parks to the neighborhood 
sidewalks. 

- Arresting people for being in the park creates and perpetuates a homeless person's "criminal" status, 
preventing a person from ever being able to access housing, financial assistance, and employment - all 
necessary to transition out of homelessness. 

-: Displacing park dwellers. to the city streets will have.overall negative impacts for our city, Including 
concentrating more poverty to certain neighborhoods already carrying the social burden of providing 
basic needs servic.es. 

Park Closure As An LGBT Issue 
- We know that the 29% of the City's homeless population that is LGBT are targets for hate crimes -
moving LGBT folks away from their communities will only make them more vulnerable. 

- Park dwelling provides necessary shelter for LGBT people and people living with HIV, especially youth 
and seniors. 

- While 24% of LGBT seniors need housing assistance, the majority of LGBT seniors report 
having been discriminated against in social services. 
- 20.4% of people living with HIV/AIDS were displaced from SF from 2006 -2011 and housing 
support and resources continues to dwindle. 

· - Wiener's district has the highest rate of no-fault evictions in the City and LGBT folks are 258% as likely 
to be homeless as the general population ~ why is Wiener attacking the LGBT community? 

Park Closure Is A Waste of City Funds 
- This legislation is redundant and has been explored in our past. The City already bans criminal acts in 
parks, already has hours of operations for parks, and already has signs showing hours. Additionally, SF 
has already determined that uniformly closing parks would have disastrous repercussions and has 
voted this down before. 

- Increased policing of parks diverts police resources away from criminal activity and increases 
workload and billed hours of police labor. Funds spent on law enforcement would be much better used 
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to create housing. 

- Increased policing of parks means tax dollars will be used for fences, signs, barriers, and on-going 
maintenance of these new materials - funds that would be much better used to create housing. 

- The city already spends millions of dollars criminalizing sleeping and sitting in public. This strategy has 
been tried and failed, proven too costly and an ineffective response to homelessness. · 

Homelessness is not a lifestyle· choice-it is the result of extreme poverty 
- Since 1976, the Housing ·and Urban Development (HUD) department's total budget has reduced by 
more than $45 billion per year, with the biggest drop occurring between 1980 and 1983 (National Low 
Income Housing Coalition, 2001). 

- The average rent in San Francisco for a two-bedroom apartment is $3,425 or $1,668 for a studio, far 
exceeding a service sector employee's paycheck ($10.55/hour gross or $1,495 /month net) and more 
than three times a monthly public assistance check ($723 for family of three). 

- People are sleeping in the parks because there is no affordable housing. In San Francisco, there are 
40,000 people on the combined waitlist for public housing and Section 8. The waitlist for Section 8 was 
last open for one month in 2001. The waitlist for public housing closed February 1, 2010. 

- Thousands of San Franciscans have been displaced over the past three years, as rents have risen 
dramatically and real estate speculators take advantage of low-income tenants. 

- There is 1 shelter bed in San Francisco for every 5.4 homeless individuals. The wait for family shelter 
in San Francisco exceeds 6 months. 

Our-Demands 
- As the elected representative of the Castro, the community demands that Supervisor Wiener create an 
accountable and actionable plan to reduce LGBT homelessness by 50% in 5 years. 

- We demand an end to criminalization efforts as the response to larger societal problems. In the past 
dozen years in San Francisco, more than 167,074 citations were given out for sleeping and sitting in 
public (San Francisco Municipal Court). We need permanent solutions to homelessness: affordable 
housing and increased supportive services, specifically in the Haight, where many park dwellers seek 
support. 

- We demand a NO vote on this legislation and seek to build solutions to our city's collective problems 
that include the voices of those most impacted by homelessness and poverty. 

This fact sheet brought to you by the Coalition on Homelessness, San Francisco 
The Coalition on Homelessness is committed to ending homelessness through organizing homeless people while protecting 

the human right.s of those forced to remain on the streets . 
.:f.15-346-3 740 • 468 Turk Street, SF, CA 94102 • http:/h:\vw.c.ohsf.or<.2: 
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t-- .ark Closure Talking Points 
Coalition On Homelessness, SF 

San Francisco Supervisor Scott Wiener has proposed legislation to close all of SF's Public 
Parks from 12 midnight until Sam. 

This I aw would: 
- fine and jail people who are living/resting in public parks because they have nowhere else to go; 
- waste precious city funds on signs, fences, and costs of enforcement; 
- result in duplicative laws that don't offer real solutions. 

Park Closure is Waste of City Resources 

0 The intention of the park closure legislation is to address vandalism and theft in our city's parks. 
There are already laws that make it illegal to vandalize or steal from the parks. Making a 
duplicative "law will do nothing to address the problem. . 

.. The city already spends millions of dollars criminalizing sleeping and sitting in public. New laws 
targeting poor people have proven too costly and have increased hate and targeting of poor and 
homeless people. 

Hundreds of thousands of dollars would be wasted on signage alone. Resources would be 
better spent on expanding affordable housing, basic needs services, and increased gardeners 
and beautification of the parks. 

Park Closures Limit Public Space 
. . 

San Francisco's access to public space is quickly diminishing. The onslaught of laws like Sit!Lie 
show a city-wide move to criminalize the use of public space. This proposed legislation follows 
that path, a path that paves the way for gentrification, elimination of a working class in San 
Francisco, and an increase of poor people in prison and jail. 

.. San Francisco's parks are a critical amenity for all San Francisco residents. Limiting and 
enforcing park hours limits access for all. 

Park Closures Force People Onto Streets 

" With over 6,000 homeless individuals in San Francisco and only 1,339 shelter beds, thousands 
of people are forced to sleep outside every night. The city's parks offer necessary safety from 
the conditions on the streets; including violence and exploitation. 

0 Increased police and patrol presence, including increased ticketing and incarceration of people 
· sleeping in parks, will only push people to our neighborhood streets and doorsteps and further 

entrench poor people in the criminal justice system. 

" With 29% of SF's homeless population identifying as LGBTQ, the park closures would have 
detrimental impacts on the safety of LGBTQ homeless individuals. Not only are they highly 
vulnerable to violence and exploitation but they are often elders, youth, living with HIV, and 
victims of no-fault evictions from the Castro neighborhood. 

This fact sheet brought to you by the Coalition on Homelessness, San Francisco 
The Coalition on Homelessness is committed to ending homelessness through organizing homeless people while protecting the human rights 

of those forced to remain on the streets. 
415-346-3740 • 468 Turk Street, SF, CA 94102 • httpJ/:,WJW.cohsf.orq 
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FOR IMJ\1EDIATE RELEASE 
October 4, 2013 

Press Release 

CONTACT: Lisa Marie Alatorre 
Coalition on Homelessness, SF 
Cell: (510) 982-9275 

Community Outrage Over Controversial Park Closure Legislation 

"\Vhat: Land use and Economic Development Committee Hearing. 

When: Monday, October 7, 2013, 1:30pm. 

Whe:re: City Hall Room #236. 

San Francisco, CA - On Monday, October 7, 2013 at 1:30pm, the San Francisco Land Use and 
Economic Development Committee of San Francisco's Board of Supervisors will review proposed 
legislation from Supervisor Scott Wiener to enforce and uniform closing hours at all of San Francisco 
parks. Members of the community will be present at the hearing to show broad-based opposition and 
community concern regarding this legislation. 

"Tif7e have over 5, 000 homeless people sleeping outside on any given night, " says Jennifer 
Friedenbach, Executive Director of the Coalition on Homelessness. "With only 1,339 shelter beds 
available, the parks offer necessa1y safety fi"om the streets for many people, including a large 
community of LGB TQ homeless folks and homeless youth. Increasing criminalization and diplicative 
.laws will simply.increase our homeless crisis and drqin city resources." 

The proposed legislation would make park closing hours uniform and limit access to.the city's parks for 
all San Francisco residents. The stated intention of the legislation is to address vandalism and theft that 
happens in our city parks, however opponents of the legislation point out that there are already laws on 
the books outlawing vandalism and theft. New laws targeting homeless people have raised the level of 
hate and targeting of the homeless population in the past. Resources would be better spent on 
expanding affordable housing, basic needs services, and increased gardeners and beautification of the 
parks. 

"When we can't sleep in the parks of our city, we have no choice but to sleep on the streets, "says one 
ho useless citizen, currently residing in one of SF's city parks. "If I have any hopes of coming up out 
of this temporary situation, tickets and fine are nothing but an.other barrier between me and getting 
qnd holding a job in hopes of getting housing. This legislation won't push people out of our city. It will 
only make life more difficult." 

Park dwellers and their supporters will be available for interviews and will be making public comment 
during the hearing. · 

### 
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Miller, Alisa 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

David Burke [burkenet@yahoo.com] 
Monday, October 07, 2013 9:07 AM 
Wiener, Scott; Chiu, David; Kim, Jane; Board of Supervisors 
Taylor, Adam; Rauschuber, Catherine; Veneracion, April; Farrell, Mark; Breed, London; Miller, 
Alisa; Corrales, Greg; Ballard, Sarah; Randolph, Alex; BVNA@ix.netcom.com 
Support for City Park Hours, File No. 130766 

Honorable Supervisors, · 

I wanted to let you know that as a resident and home owner in the Buena Vista , 
neighborhood, you have my full support to establish consistent San Francisco park hours of 
operation as covered in File No. 130766 - Park Code-Hours ofOperation for City Parks. 
Over the last year it seems the park and adjoining neighborhood vandalism has increased 
partly due to late night use of the Buena Vista park. It's my understanding that establishing 
consistent park hours of operation will assist the SFPD and SFRPD Park Patrol with all they 
are doing to keep our parks safe and healthy. 

Thank you for your consideration and ongoing support, 
David Burke 

545-54 7 Buena Vista Ave. West 
San Francisco, CA 94117 
415-990-4456 
burkenet@yahoo.com 
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Miller, Alisa 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

De9r Supervisors, 

Karen Crommie [kcrommie@aol.com] 
Sunday, October 06, 2013 12:15 PM 
Wiener, Scott; Chiu, David; Kim, Jane; Board of Supervisors 
This Monday Hearing - SUPPORT for Park Hours proposal - No. 130766 

As a longtime panelist on the Park/Northern Neighborhood Court, I can't stress enough the 
problem of ejudicating cases of park camping when each park has. different opening and closing 
hours. 

Apart from the opportunity for vandalism, destruction of established plants, concealing 
runaway minors, the nightime activity in the parks ~ncludes illegal drug use, stashing of 
stolen bicycles and the building of dangerous campfires. So long as the parks exude an 
atmosphere of jeopardy, their use by the general public will diminish. Having uniformed 
open/closing hours will be a first step in protecting the parks for everyone. 

Karen Crommie 
Haight Ashbury 
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Phone: (415) 492-0936 

Fax: (415) 492-8233 

Land Use & Economic Development Committee 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
City Hall, Room 244 
San Francisco, California 94102 

Re: Ordinance Amending Park Code - Hours of Operation for City Parks 

Dear Supervisors: 

On behalf of Laborers Local 261 and especially our members who are employed in the 
parks and open spaces of San Francisco, I am writing in support of the ordinance which 
will amend the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks from 5:00 AM 
to midnight. 

This legislation will promote the health and safety of the citizens of San Francisco 
through the setting of reasonable hours and restrictions for access to the parks. The 
restrictions are not onerous and do not substantially limit the public's access. On the 
other hand, the legislation will help us preserve and maintain the parks in good 
condition, protect the City's assets and minimize the risks to public safety associated 
with allowing unrestricted and unnecessary access all night. 

This legislation will be of benefit to our members, to all of the citizens of San Francisco 
and to the many visitors who use and enjoy our valuable recreational and open space. 

£~ R~~DEZ . ~___,,r:->..c-,,.. ~---
Business Manager 
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Miller, Alisa 

From: 
Sent: 
ro: 
Cc: 

Subject: 

Honorable Supervisors-

Jarie Bolander [jarie.bolander@gmail.com] 
Friday, October 04, 2013 11 :31 AM 
Wiener, Scott; Chiu, David; Kim, Jane; Board of Supervisors 
Taylor, Adam; Rauschuber, Catherine; Veneracion, April; Farrell, Mark; Breed, London; Miller, 
Alisa; Corrales, Greg; Ballard, Sarah; Randolph, Alex · 
Please SUPPORT File No. 130766 - Park Code-Hours of Operation for City Parks 

I urge all of you to support Supervisor Wiener and Farrell's legislation to clarify the operating hours of all City 
parks. 

As a new resident of the Haight-Asbury who lives a block away from Buena Vista Park, I feel that this 
legislation will aid SFPD and SFRPD in their Park Patrol efforts to help keep our parks clean, safe and 
vandalism free. 

Thanks in advance for your time and consideration. 

J arie Bolander 

Interim Chair of the District 5 Neighborhood Action Committee (D5NAC) * 
Past President of the North Panhandle Neighborhood Association* 

*For identification purposes only .. 
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BUENA VISTA NEIGHBllRHOOD ASSOCIATION 
555 Buena Vista West #601 

San Francisco CA 94117-4143 
Phone/Voicemail 415/431-2359 

Email Info@BVNASF.com 
www.BVNASF.com 

BVNA is a San Francisco Parks Alliance Park Partner 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Land Use and Economic Development Committee 
Supervisors Wiener, Kim, Chiu 

City Hall - I Dr. Carleton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco CA 94102-4689 

Re: Hearing Scheduled for October 7, 2013 
File No. 130766 - Park Code-Hours of Operation for City Parks 

Honorable Supervisors, 

October 4, 2013 

The Buena Vista Neighborhood Association (BVNA) strongly SUPPORTS the above-referenced legislation 
proposed by Supervisors Wiener and Farrell, to clarify the operating hours of all City parks. 

Currently-legislated Park hours are inconsistent and unclear in many instances, confusing the public and 
hampering enforcement. To effectively combat vandalism (including costly metal theft, graffiti, illegal 
dumping, etc.), we need clear and consistent Citywide park operating hours. That provides needed supp01i for 
SFPD and SFRPD Park Patrol efforts to help keep our parks safe and healthy. 

We ask the Board Clerk's Office to please assure that this letter is brought to the attention of all Board Members 
and their staff when the matter is being considered by them, and that it be included in the p.iatter' s permanent 
file. 

BVNA has about 400 current, dues-paying Members and serves about 4,500 households in neighborhoods 
around Buena Vista Park,_ from Oak Street/Panhandle on the north; Divisadero/Castro on the east; up to (but not 
including) 17th Street on the south; and Ashbury Street on the west. 

Thank you for considering our comments. 

Respectfully, 
Isl Richard Magary 

Richard Magary, BVNA Steering Committee Chair 

email cc: Full Board of Supervisors via Office of the Clerk 
Staff for Supervisor Scott Wiener 
SFPD Park Station Captain Gregory Corrales 
Sarah Ballard, Alex Randolph - SFRPD 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, 4th Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

July 30, 2013 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 130766 

On July 23, 2013, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following proposed legislation: 

File No. 130766 

Ordinance amending the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks 
from 5:00 a.m. to midnight, with certain exceptions; and makirig environmental 
findings. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

Q(~~ 
By: Alisa Miller, Committee Clerk 

Land Use.& Economic Development Committee 

Attachment 

c: Monica Pereira, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning · 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 
TO: Phil Ginsburg, General Manager, Recreation and Park Department 

FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, La~d Use and Economic Development Committee 
Board of Supervisors 

DATE: July 30, 2013 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Development Committee has 
received the following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on July 23, 
2013: 

File No. 130766 

· Ordinance amending the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks 
from 5:00 a.m. to midnight, with certain exceptions; and making environmental 
findings. 

This matter is being forwarded to your department for informational purposes. If you 
have any comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me at 
the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. 

c: Sarah Ballard, Recreation and Park Department 
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN- FRANCISCO OFFICE OF THE CITY ATIORNEY 

THOMAS J. OWEN DENNIS J. HERRERA 

City Attorney 

MEMORANDUM 

Deputy City Attorney 

Direct Dial: (415) 554-4679 
Email: thomas.owen@sfgov.org 

TO: Hon. Scott Wiener 

FROM: 

DATE: 

RE: 

Member, Board of Supervisors 

Thomas J. Owen / 
Deputy City Attorney qqu 
October 1, 2013 

Hours of Operation for City Parks 
Substitute Ordinance, dated 10/1/2013 
(Board File No. 130766; Our File No. 1300343) 

Here are a signed original and copies of the substitute ordinance, dated October 1, 2013, 
as well as a legislative digest. 

I will also send electronic copies to your office this morning. 

Encl. 

cc (by e-mail): Jeff Cretan 
Sarah Ballard 
Jon Givner 
Francesca Gessner 

CITY HALL, ROOM 234, 1 OR. CARLTON B. GOODLETT PLACE • SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 94102-4682 
RECEPTION: (415) 554-4700 • FACSIMILE: (415) 554-4699 

n:\legana\as2013\ 1300343\0087 677 6.doc 
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Print form; 

Introduction Form· 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): 

0 1. For reference to Committee. 

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment. 

0 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to C01mnittee. 

D 

D 

D 

D 

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at·Committee. 

4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor 

5. City Attorney request. 

6. Call File No. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

Time stamp 
or meeting date 

. .... ____ . 

inquires" 

IZl 8. Substitute Legislation File No. J 130766 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

D 9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

D 10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

D 11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Cmmnission D Youth Commission · D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

ll"ote: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative 

;ponsor(s): 

Wiener 

Subject: 

Park Code - Hours of Operation for City Parks 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Ordinance amending the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks from 5 :00 a.m. to midnight, with . 
certain exceptions; and making environmental findings. 

For Clerk's Use Only: 
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Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor 

Time stamp 

hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

~ 1. For reference to Committee. 

All ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment. 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

D 

4. Request for letter beginning 11 Supervisor . inquires 11 

.....__~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~____, 

5. City Attorney request. 

6. Call File No. from Committee. 

7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

8. Substitute Legislation File No. 
.....__~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole: 

11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~_J 

ease check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Plruming Commission D Building Inspection C01mnission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative 

Sponsor(s): 

!Supervisor Wiener, Farrell J 
'-----· -------'-----------
Subject: 

Park Code - Hours of Operation for City Parks 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Ordinance amending the Park Code to establish hours of operation for City parks from 5:00 a.m. to midnight, with 
certain exceptions; and making environmental findings . 

... .. : Clerk's Use Only: 
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