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PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The San Francisco International Airport (SFO), as part of its Noise Insulation Program,
proposes to acquire avigation easements on 44 parcels, located in San Mateo County, and to
provide acoustic treatments in return. The State of California Noise Standard for Airports
(Title 21, California Administrative Code) requires airports to eliminate incompatible land uses
within a “Noise Impact Boundary” unless the airport applied for or received a variance. The
proposed acquisition of permanent easements from private property owners in the Noise
Impact Boundaries allows SFO to meet the California Administrative Code. The properties that
are participating in the Noise Insulation Program are eligible for noise insulation
improvements provided by SFO, in exchange for the avigation easements. The submittal is for
a General Plan Referral to recommend whether the Project is in conformity with the General
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GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL CASE NO. 2013.1274R
SFO ACQUISITION OF AVIGATION EASEMENTS

Plan, pursuant to Section 4.105 of the Charter and Section 2A.52 and 2A.53 of the
Administrative Code.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW

On 10/08/13, the Environmental Planning Division of the Planning Department determined
that the proposed acquisition of avigation easements is Categorically Exempt from
Environmental Review as a Categorical Exemption Class 1 as defined by CEQA, per CEQA
Guidelines Section 15301: Existing Facilities. The proposed project involves negligible or no

expansion of existing uses.

GENERAL PLAN COMPLIANCE AND BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION

The Project is consistent with the Eight Priority Policies of Planning Code Section 101.1 as
described in the body of this letter and is, on balance, in conformity with the following
Objectives and Policies of the General Plan:

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT

POLICY 1,2 .
Assure that all commercial and 1ndustr1a1 uses meet mnumum, reasonable performance

standards.

To ensure that commercial and industrial activities do not detract from the environment in
which they locate, and may in fact benefit their surroundings, performance standards should
be applied in evaluating new developments. The policies of the Genéral Plan provide many of
the standards to be used in evaluating development proposals. Other standards are found in
various cify ordinances and State and Federal laws. As necessary these standards should be

reformed and additional standards developed.

The project will ensure that SFO complies with the Noise Standmd for Airports in the California
Administrative Code (Title 21).
TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT

POLICY 2.2
Reduce pollution, noise and energy consumption. -
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GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL ' CASE NO. 2013.1274R
SFO ACQUISITION OF AVIGATION EASEMENTS

OBJECTIVE 5 |
SUPPORT AND ENHANCE THE ROLE OF SAN FRANCISCO AS A MAJOR
DESTINATION AND DEPARTURE POINT FOR TRAVELERS MAKING INTERSTATE,
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL TRIPS.

POLICY 5.1

Support and accommodate the expansion of San Francisco International Airport, while
balancing this expansion with the protection of the quality of life in the communities that
surround the Airport.

The project allows SFO to continue to serve its function as a travel hub between the City and other areas
and will provide noise insulation and acoustic treatments to reduce noise intrusion and improve the
quality of life of affected residents.

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ELEMENT

OBJECTIVE 9
REDUCE TRANSPORTATION-RELATED NOISE.

OBJECTIVE 10
MINIMIZE THE IMPACT OF NOISE ON AFFECTED AREAS.

The process of blocking excessive noise from our ears could involve extensive capital
investment if undertaken on a systematic, citywide scale. Selective efforts, however, especially
for new construction, are both desirable and justified.

POLICY 10.2
Promote the incorporation of noise insulation materials in new construction.

- State-imposed noise insulation standards apply to all new residential structures except
detached single-family dwellings. Protection against exterior noise and noise within a building
is also important in many nonresidential structures. Builders should be encouraged to take into
account prevailing noise levels and to include noise insulation materials as needed to provide
adequate insulation. '

The project will provide noise insulation and acoustic treatments per SFO’s Noise Insulation Program to
reduce the impacts of airport operations on indoor noise levels.
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GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL , CASE NO. 2013.1274R
. SFO ACQUISITION OF AVIGATION EASEMENTS

On balance, the proposal is in conformity with the General Plan. Any development schemes
proposed for the subject parcels after acquisition of the easements for SFO will be subject to
separate General Plan Referrals to the Planning Department. Any development proposals
would also have to comply with the local zoning ordinance and pertinent land use policies of

_ the area.
PROPOSITION M FINDINGS - PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1

Planning Code Section 101.1 establishes Eight Priority Policies and requires review of
discretionary approvals and permits for consistency with said policies. The Project, demolition
- and replacement of the Chinese Recreation Center, is found to be consistent with the Eight
Priority Policies as set forth in Planning Code Section 101.1 for the following reasons:

Eight Priority Policies Findings
The subject project is found to be consistent with the Eight Priority Policies of Planning
Code Section 101.1 in that:

The proposed project is found to be consistent with the eight priority policies of Planning Code
Section 101.1 in that:

1. That existing neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future
opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced.

The Project would have no adverse effect on neighborhood serving retail uses or oppor tunities for

employment in or owner. sth of such businesses.

2. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to
preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhood.

The Project would have no adverse effect on existing housing stock or on neighborhood character.
3. That the City’s supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced.
The Project would have no adverse effect on the City’s supply of affordable housing.

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or

neighborhood parking.

The Project would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI's transit service, overburdening

the streets or altering current neighborhood parking.
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GENERAL PLAN REFERRAL CASE NO. 2013.1274R
SFO ACQUISITION OF AVIGATION EASEMENTS

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service
sectors from displacement due to commercial office development, and that future
opportunities for residential employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced.

The Project would not affect the existing economic base in this area.

6. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss
- oflife in an earthquake.

The Project would not adversely affect achieving the greatest possible preparedness against injury
and loss of life in an earthquake.

7. Thatlandmarks and historic buildings be preserved.
The project will not have an adverse impact on landmarks and historic buildings.

8. That our parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from
development.

The Project would have no adverse effect on parks and open space or their access to sunlight and

vista.
RECOMMENDATION: Finding the Project, on balance, in conformity
with the General Plan
Attachments:

Exhibit A — Residential Noise Insulation Program — Daily City Replacement Easements
Exhibit B - Property owners proposed to be included in the easement

cc: Marta Bayol, San Francisco Real Estate Division
Lisa Chen, Planning Department
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