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1 

FILE NO. 140312 

AMENDED IN COMMITTEE 
3/31/14 

ORDINANCE NO. 

[Planning, Building Codes - Small Business Month Fee Waiver] 

2 Ordinance recognizing Small Business Month in May 2014; retroactively waiving fees in 

3 the Planning and Building Code-s for certain fa~ade improvements during the month of 

4 May every year: 2014; affirming the Planning Department's determination under the 

5 / California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the 

6 General Plan, and eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 
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NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman fOnt. 
Deletions to Codes are in strifothrough italics Times .Ne:,v Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough /\rial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 
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Section 1. Findings and Purpose. 

(a) May is Small Business Month, and the Boa~d of Supervisors desires to recognize . 

the importance of small businesses in San Francisco. As part of this recognition, the Board 

elects to waive various local permitfees for the month of May each year :2-G44 for the 

replacement of awnings and signs on awnings and installation of pedestrian level lighting~ as 

. these fees have acted as a bar for many small businesses to improve their building facades 

and store fronts. 

I (b) On March 27, 2014, the Planning Commission adopted Resolution No. 19106 

· recommendi_ng adoption of this ordinance, and adopted findings that the ordinance is 

consistent, on balance, with the City's General Plan and eight priority policies of Planning 

I 1 Code Section 101.1 (b ). The Board of Supervisors adopts these findings as it own. A copy of 

' 
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1 this Commission Resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 140312, and is 

2 incorporated herein by reference. 

3 (c) Pursuant to Planning Code Section 302, the Board of Supervisors finds that this 

4 ordinance will promote the public necessity, convenience, safety and welfare for the reasons 

5 set forth in Commission Resol.ution No. 19106, which is incorporated herein by reference. 

6 (d) The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this 

7 ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act ("CEQA", California Public 

8 Resources Code Section 21000 et seq.). The Board of Supervisors affirms the Department's 

9 CEQA determination. Said dete1111ination is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 

1 O 1 140312 and is incorporated herein by reference. 

11 (e) On March 19, 2014, the Building Inspection Commission conducted a public 

.12 hearing· on this ordinance and recommended approval of this ordinance. On March 24, 2014, 

13 I the Building Inspection Commission Secretary submitted a letter to the Board of Supervisors 
I . 

14 describing the Commission's action. Said letter is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File 

15 No. 140312 and is incorporated herein by reference. 
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Section 2. The Planning Code is hereby amended by revising Section 355. to read as 

follows: 

**** 

CD Small Business Month Fee Waiver. No Planning Department fees shall apply for 
.. 

permits issued to Small Business Enterprises in the month of May for awning replacement 

and for signs on awnings. For pumoses of this Subsection m. a Small Business Enterprise 

shall be a business that has 100 or fewer employees. The Planning Department and the 

Department of Building Inspection shall establish process by which those two departments will 
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certify that an applicant is a Small Business Enterorise for the puroose of this Subsection and 

Section 11 OA Tables 1A-A and 1A-E of the Building Code. 

Section 3. The Building Code is hereb~ amended b~ revising Section 11 DA Tables 

I 1 A.,.A and 1 A-E. to read as follows: 
I 
I TABLE 1A-A- BUILDING PERMIT FEES I 

NO PLANS 
NEW CONSTRUCTION 1,,d ALTERATIONS 1•

2
,,d 

1,2,,d 

' 
PERMIT PERMIT PERMIT 

TOTAL PLAN PLAN 

: VALUATION 
ISSUANCE ISSUANCE ISSUANCE 

REVIEW FEE REVIEW FEE 
l FEE FEE FEE 
: 
I $180.00 for 

I 
I 

$141.17 for $155.75 for 
$60.50 for the $66.75 for the the first 

' the first the first 
' first $500.00 · i first $5QO.OO $500.00 i 

$500.00 plus $500.00 plus 
' plus $2.50 for plus $1.35 for plus $4.00 ! 
i $5.83 for $3.15 for ; 

each each for each 
each each 

$1 :OO to additional additional additional 
additional additional 

$2,000.00. $100.00 or $100.00 or $100.00 or 
$100.00 or $100.00 or 

fraction fraction fraction 
fraction fraction 

thereof, to thereof, to thereof, to 
thereof, to thereof, to 

and including and including and 
and including and including 

$2,000.00 $2,000.00 including 
$2,000.00 $2,000.00 

$2,000.00 
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-$228.62 for 

the first 

$2,000.00 

plus $14.00 

for each 
$2,001.00 to 

additional 
$50,000.00 

$1,000.00 or 

fraction 

thereof, to 

and includ_ing 

$50,000.00 

$900.62 for 

the first 

$50,000.00 

plus $9.33 for 

each 
$50,001.00 to 

additional 
$200,000.00 

$1000.00 or 

fraction 

thereof, to 

and including 

$200,000.00 
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$98.00 for the 

first -

$2,000.00 

plus $6.00 for 

each 

additional 

$1,000.00 or 

fraction 

thereof, to 

and including 

$50,000.00 

$386.00 for 

the first 

$50,000.00 

plus $4.00 for 

each 

additional 

$1000.00 or 

fraction 

thereof, to 

and including 

$200,000.00 

25 

$240.00 for 
$203.00 for $87.00 for the 

the first 
the first first 

$2,000.00 
$2,000.00 $2,000.00 

plus $19.11 plus $8.19 for 
plus $5.83 

.- for each 
for each each 

additional 
additional additional 

$1,000.00 
$1,000.00 or $1.,000.00 or 

or fraction 
fraction fraction 

thereof, to · 
thereof, to thereof, to 

and 
and including . and including 

$50,000.00 $50,000.00 
including 

I $50,000.00 

$519.84 for 
$1,120.28 for $480.12 for 

the first 
the first the first 

$50,000.00 
$50,000.00 $50;000.00 

plus $11.43 plus $4.90 for 
plus $2.86 

for each 
for each each 

additional 
additional additional 

$1000.00 or 
$1000.00 or $1000.00 or 

fraction 
fraction fraction 

thereof, to 
thereof, to thereof, to 

and 
and including and including 

including 
$200,000.00 $200,000.00 

$200,000.0 
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$2,300.12 for 

the first 

Ii $200,000.00 
I 

plus $6.53 for · 

$200,001.00 each 
I 

I 
· to additional 

$500,000.00 $1000.00 or 
J 

fraction 

I thereof, to 

and including 

$500,000.00 

! $4,259.12 for i 
j 
I 

the first 

$500,000.00 
' 

plus $5.83 for 

$500,001.00 each 

to additional 

$1,000,000.0 $1,000.00 or 

0 fraction 

thereof, to 

and including 

$1,000,000.0 

0 

I 
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$986.00 for 

the first 

$200,000.00 

plus $2.80 for 

each 

additional 

$1000.00 or 

fraction 

thereof, to 

and including 

$500,000.00 

$1,826.00 for 

the first 

$500,000.00 

plus $2.50 for 

each 

additional 

$1,000.00 or 

fraction 

thereof, to 

and including 

$1,000,000.0 

0 
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0 

$2,834.78 for $1,215.12for 

the first the first 

$200,000.00 $200,000.00 

plus $9.33 for plus $4.00 for 

each each Plans 

additional additional Required for -

$1000.00 or $1000.00 or Submittal 

fraction fraction 

thereof, to thereof, to 

and_ including and including 

$500,000.00 $500,000.00 

$5,633.78 for $2,415.12 for 

the first the first 

$500,000.00 $500,000.00 

plus $6.42 for plus $2.75 for 

each each 
Plans 

additional - additional 
Required for 

$1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or 
Submittal 

fraction fraction 

thereof, to thereof, to 

and. including and including 

$1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 

0 0 
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$7,174.12 for $3,076.00 for $8,843.78 for $3,790.12 for 

the first the first the first the first 

$1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 

! 
O plus $5.13 0 plus $2.20 0 plus $5:83 0 plus $2.50 

$1-,000,001.0 for each for each· for each for each 
Plans 

i 0 to additional additional additional additional· 

I $5,000,000.0 $1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or 
Required for 

I Submittal 
'o fraction fraction fraction fraction 

thereof, to thereof, to thereof, to thereof, to 

and including and including arid .including and including 
j 
I 

$1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 $1,000,000.0 
11 
1, 

I 0 0 0 0 

$27,694.12 $11,876.00 $32,163.78 $13,790.12 

for the first for the first for the first for the first 

$5,000,000.0 $5,000,000.0 $5,000,000.0 $5,000,000.0 

0 plus $4.90 0 plus $2.10 0 plus $5.48 0 plus $2.35 Plans 
$5,000,001.0 

for each for each for each for each Required for 
0 and up 

additional additional additional. additional Submittal 

$1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or $1,000.00 or 

fraction fraction fraction fraction 

I hereof thereof thereof thereof 

I NOTES: I 
! 

1. These permit fees do not include other fees that may be required by other 

Departments: Public Works, Planning, Fire, Public Health, etc., nor do they include plumbing, . 
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I 
1 electrical or mechanical permit fees unless so stated in the other fee tables. 

2 2. A surcharge of $5.00 shall be added to those alteration permits sought for buildings 

3 : classified as R3 (one/two-family dwelling) and E3 (licensed day care) that were constructed 

4 I prior to 1979 to implement the interior lead safe work pradices provisions of Section 3407 et 

5 I seq. of this code. 

6 I 3. All permit fees related to reviewing the structural integrity of awning replacements 

7 for permits submitted "over the counter" at the Central Permit Bureau are hereby waived for 

· 8 any permit issued to a Small Business Enterprise for such activities during the month of May. 

9 j For purposes of this Section. a Small Business Enterorise shall be a. business that has 100 or 
f ' . 

10 / fewer employees. The Pl~nning Dep~rtment and the Department of Building Inspection shall 

11 i establish process by which those two departments will certify that an applicant is a Small 

12 Business Enterprise for the pumose of this Section and Section 355 of the Planning Code. 
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* * * * 

TABLE 1A-E- ELECTRICAL PERMIT ISSUANCE AND INSPECTION FEE 

SCHEDULE 

A Permit applicants are required to itemize the proposed scope of work and select 

the appropriate category and fee amount. 

B. Separate permits are required for each structure, condominium unit, existing 

dwelling unit (except in R3 occupancies), common area, commercial office floor or individual 

tenant space. 

C. Standard hourly permit issuance and inspection rates shall apply for installations 

not covered by this fee schedule. 

D. Fees shall be paid in full prior to obtaining: occupancy approval, job card signature, 

permission to energize, or final signoff, as appliCC?.ble. 

I 
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E. For the purpose of fee calculation: appliances _and utilization equipment each count 

as one outlet or device in addition to receptacles, switches, and light outlets. 

I F. All permit fees related to reviewing the installation of ped.estrian level lighting are 

hereby waived for any permit issued for such activities for Small Business Enterprises during 

the month of May. For purposes of this Section. a Small Business Entemrise shall be a 

business that has 100 or fewer employees. The Planning Department and the Department of 

Building Inspection shall establish process by which those two departments will certify that an 

applicant is a Small Business Enterprise for the puroose of this Section and Section 355_of the 

Planning Code. 

* * * * 

Section 2. Fee VVaivers. 

· (a) Notwithstanding any provision of the Planning Code, including the fee schedule 

associated with Sections ·355(a) and 355(e), the permit fee for avming replacement and for 

signs on awnings, respectively, a·re hereby waived for any permit _issued for such activities 

during the month of May 2014. 

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of the Building G_ode, including the fee schedules of 

Tables 1A A and 1A E, the permit fees related to revimving the structural integrity of awning 

replacements for those permits submitted "over the counter" at the Central Permit Bureau and 

installation of pedestrian level lighting, respectively, are hereby '.vaived for any permit issued 

for.such activities during the month of May 2014. 

(c) The fee 'Naivers set forth in Section 2 shall apply only to small business 

enterprises. For purposes of this Section 2 a small business enterprise shall be one that has 

100 OF fewer employees. The Board of SupeNisors hereby delegates to the Department of 
I Building Inspection and the. Planning Department the establishment of a process by 'Nhich the 

respective departments will certify that an applicant is a small business enterprise. 

I 
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1 

2 Section~· Effective and Operative Dates. This ordinance shall become effective 30 

3 days after enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor 

4 returns the ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it,· 

5 or the Board of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. Hmvever, in order to 

6 effectuate the intent of this ordinance, the operative provisions of this ordinance sha.11 be 

7 retroactive to May 1, 2014 should the effective date of tho ordinance occur after May 1, 2014. 
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APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

\ c_ 

l
!·By: ~~ ~.~. 

JON GIVNER 
Deputy City Attorney 

n:\legana\as2014\ 1400370\009167 42.doc 
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FILE NO. 140312 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 
(Amended in Committee, 3/31/14) 

[Planning, Building Codes - Small Business Month Fee Waiver] 

Ordinance waiving fees in the Planning and Building Codes for certain facade 
improvements during the month of May every year; affirming the Planning. 
Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and 
making findings of consistency with the General Plan and priority policies of Planning 
Code Section 101.1. · 

Existing Law 

The Planning Code establishes permit fees for certain applications, including awning 
replacement and for signs. The Building Code establishes permit fees to review the structural 
integrity of awning replacements among other types of permit review. 

Amendments to Current Law 

In recognition of Small Business Month, this legislation would waive Planning Code fees for 
awning replacement and for signs on awnings for small businesses during the month of May 
every year. The Ordinance also would waive Building Code fees related to review of the 
structural integrity of awning replacements for small businesses during the month of May 
every year. The legislation would define small businesses to be those with 100 or fewer 
employees and delegate to the Directors of City Planning and Building Inspection the ability to 
establish a process to certify that a business meets this definition. The Ordinance would 
affirm the Planning Department's California Environmental Quality Act determination and 

· make findings of consistency with the City's General Plan and priority policies of Planning 
Code Section 101.1. 

Background Information 

This Legislative Digest reflects amendments adopted by the Land Use and Economic 
Development Committee at its meeting on March 31, 2014, to apply the fee waivers every 
May instead of only in May 2014. 

n:\legana\as2014\ 1400370\00917987.doc 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

March 28, 2014 

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Oerk 
Honorable Supervisor T~g 
Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San F=cisco 
City Hall, Room 244. 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett ~lace 
San Francisco, CA 94102 . 

Re: Transmittal of Planning Deparlmen± Case Nnmber 2014.0290T 
W aivin.g Certain Fees for Small Business Month 
:Soard File No. ·14-0122 
Planning Commission Rec~en.dafion: Apprrroa.l with Modifir::a:tio11S 

Dear 1:fs. CalvllJo and Supervisor Tang, 

On· March IJ, 201~ the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing at 
+egulilly scheduled meetings to ~der the p:roposed Ordinance that would recognize Small 
Business Monfh in ~y 2014 and amend the San Francisco Plaruring Code, and the San Francisco 
Building Code to waive fees for the· month of May for certain fa<;ade.improvements introduced by 
Supervi.sqr Tang.. At the hearing,. the Planning Commission rerommended approval wiih 

modifications. 

The prop?sed modifications ~elude: 

• . :Making permanent the annual waiver of Planning Department fees fur permits issued for 
a-wning replacement and for signs on awnings as well as the Central Permit Bureau fees 
for review of awning replacements and the installation of p¢estrian .level lighting each 
May during Small Business Month. 

• -Amending Planning Code Section 355 to add a subsection (f) as follows: Small Busmess 
·. Month Fee Waiyer. Planning Dep~ fees fur permits issued for awning replacement 

and for signs on awnings shall he wafved each May during Small Business Month. · 

• Amending the_ fee sched"Q]es of Tables lA-A and lA-E of the Building Code to state: 
Perin.it Fees related to reviewing the Structural integrity of awning replacements for those 

permits submitted "'.over the counte(' at the Central Permit Bureau and installation of - . 
pedestrian level lighting, respedively, are waived for any permit issued for such activities 

each 11ay during Small Business Month. 

The proposed amendmeni:B to the Planning Code has heen reviewed and foim.d ~pt from 
CEQA per Section 15273, Rates, Tolls, Fares and Otarges. · . . 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Transmifaf Materials CASE NO. 201l.04$4T 
Small Business Month 

Sup~r, please advise fhe City Attorney at your earliest convenience i£ you wish to incorporate 
the Changes recoIIimended by the Commissions. . ' · 

. Pleaie find attached documents relamg to the actions of the Commission. If you have any 
questions or r~e further infon:nation please do not hesitate to contact me. 

~=F~~ 
.An.Marle Rodgers . 
Manager of Legisiative Affalrs 

cc: 

John D. Malamut, Deputy City Attomey 
.AShley Sllm.Iners, Aide to Supervisor Tang 
Alisa Miller, Office of the. Clerk of the Board 

.Attachments 
Planning Commission Resolution 
Planning Department Exeailive Summary- : 

33. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Planning Commission Resolution No."19106 
HEARING DATE~ MARCH 27, 2014 

Project Name: 
Case Number. 

InitiR:ted by: 
St/Jff Cmitru:t: 

Waiving Certain Fees for Small 'Business Month 
2014..029UT [Board File No; 14-0122} 
Supervisor Tang/ Introduced February 11, 2014 
Diego R Sfrnche:z,. Legislative Affairs 
diego.sanchez@sfgov.org. 415558.6362 · 

AnMarie Rodgers, Manager Legislativ'e .Affab:s 
ann:iarle.rodgers@sfgov.org. 415.558.6395 

RECOMMENDING TIIAT THE BOA.Rb OF SUPERVISORS PASS.AN ORDIN.t\.NCE THAT WOULD 

I) RECOGNIZE SMALL BUSINESS MON1H IN MAY 2014; 2) AMEND THE SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNJNG CODE AND TifE SAN FRANCIS.CO &UILDING CODE TO WAIVE BIBS FOR 

CERTAIN FA<;ADE IMPROVEMENTS DURING SMAIL 'BUSINESS MO~ AS DECLARED BY 

1HE SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION; AND 3) MAKE ENVIRONMENTAL FINDINGS, 
PLANNING CODE SECTIQN 302 FIND~GS, AND FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY WITH THE 

GENERAL PLAN AND 'IHE PRIORITYPOUOES OF PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1 

PREAMBLE 

Whereas, this is the ninth year .in a row that the Oty of San Francisco has· celebrated Small Business Week 
during the· month of May; and 

Whereas, sma.ll businesses are the backbone of the American economy, representing 99.7 percent of all 

employer·fiims; and 

. . 
VVhereas, on March Zl, 2014 the San Francisco P1iruring Commisslon (hereinafter "Colillllission'') 
ronducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed 
Ordinance; and · · 

Whereas; the proposed Ordinance have been found ~pt from the ealliomia Eritlronmental Quality 

Act p~ Sedion 152n, Rates, Tolls, Fares _and Charges; and 

· 'Whereas, the Commission has heard ani:l considered the testimony presented to it at ~ public hearing 
· and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented by.Deparbnent staff, and other 

interested parties; and · · · 

Whereas, the all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the custodian of 
records, at 1650 Mission Sired;, Suite 400, San Francisco; and 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Resolution No. 19106 
Hearing Date: Man::b 27, 2014 

Whereas, !he Cotamissiqn != re'Piewed the proposed Op:linance; and 

CASE NO. 2014.0290T 
Waiving Certain Fees for Small 

Business Month 

MOVED, that fue Commission hereby recolllmends that llie Board of Supervisors recommend approval 
with modi/ica_t:ians of the proposed Ordinance and adopts the Draft Resolution to that effec:t:. 

The Commission . reco~en ded. modification . would i:nak.e pemtanent the waiver of Plainrip.g 
Dep~ent fees for pennifs issiu~d for awning replacement and for signs on awnings as well as the 
Cenb:al Peqnit Bnrem fees fur review of awning replacements. and the insfallati.on of pedeStrian level 

Iighling dming Small Business Month. each year, as declared by lhe Small Busfu.ess Commission,. 

Specifically, the Commissfunrecommfnded 

• Making p6manent fhe annual waiver pf Planning Department~ for permits issued for ·awning 

repla~ and for signs on awnings as well as the Central Permit Bureau fees for revieW of 
awning replacements and the :installation of peclestriiin level .lighting each May dming Small 

Business Month. 

• Amending Planning Code Section 355 to add a subsection (f) as f9Ilows: Small B-usme..ss MOnth 
Fee Waiver. Planning Dep~ent £ees fur perm.ifs issued for awning repia.cemerct anq for signS · 
on awnings shall be waived eaclt May dUJ:in&' Small B'USlness Month. 

' . 
• .Amending the fee sc:hedules of Tables lA-A and lA-E o; the Buildfug Code 1;o state: Perm.if Fees 

related to ~wing the strud:ural integrity of awning replacem.erii:s for those pem:ri.ts submitted 
"'over the counter" at the Central Pe:r:mit Bureau and lnst:allation of pedestrian level lighting, 

respectively, are waived for any pem¥f issued for such acti'lil:i.es ea.ch May during slnan Business . 

Month.. 

FINDINGS . 

Having reviewed the matetials identified. in the preamble above,. and having heard all testimony and 

arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and detea:nines as follows: 

1. As amended, this Ordinance would provide an incentive to· improve business facades at what is 
projected to be :iilinimal cost to 'fhe City and would provide certainty of fee 'waiv~ for such scope of . 
work during Small Business Month each year. Therefore. we recommen<i support of fuis proposed 
Ordinance as a gesture ofgoodwill dtlrlng Small Business Month2014. 

2. General Plan Compliance. The proposed.D.rdinance is, on balance, amsis!En~ with the following 
Objectives and Policies af the General Plan: 

COMMER.CE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT 

POUCY2.3 
Maintain a favorable social and cultural climate in the city in order to enh<!,nce its 
attractiveness as a finn location. 
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Resolution No.19100 
Hearing Date: Mafcll 27, 20f4 

CASE NO. 2014.D290T 
Waiving Certain Fees for Small 

Business Month 

POLICY4.1 
Maintaia and enhance a favorable busif:iess _climate in the city. 

POLICY6.2 -
Promote economicaOy vital neighborhood commercial districts which foster small business 
enterprises and entrepreneurship and which are responsive to economic and technological 
innovatic>n in the marketplace and society. · 

The .propasi:.d Ortii.71I01CI! worM prrruik 4 gesture of goodwiil for Small Business M.ontk2014 and for =h 

subsequent '!fear. 

URBAN DESIGN ELEMENT 

POUCY4.7 
Encourage and assist fn voluntary programs for neighborhood improvement. 

The prapased Orai:no:nce would assist Ina1ding Uu:me:s in vorwi±fElY fru;ade upgrades. 

1. The proposed replacement project is generally consistent with the eight General Plan' prio~ policies 
5et forth in Secticm 101.1 in that 

A) The existing neighborhood~serving retail uses will be preserved and ~ced and foture 

opportunities for resideni employment in and owner.ship ?£ such businesses will be 
enhanced: 

B) The existing housing and neighborhood character will be conserved ·and protected in 
order to preserve the rultura.l and economic diversity of our neigbborhOods: 

The propose.ti. Ord~c:e will ha:De no adverse impact· dn housing and 71Jil1 _encourage 
improvements to neighborhood cammercial corridors. 

q ~e City's supply of affo~able-Iwusmg will be preserved and enhanced: 

D) The commuter traffic will not impede MUNI rransfr service or· overburden our streets or 
neighborhood parking: 

The propose.ti. Oniimmce will "JUJt result in ·cummuter traffic im:pedirr.g MUNI trimsit se:roice ur 
07Jerbi£rdening the streets.or n.eighlxrrhood parking. 

E) _A diven:e economic base will be maintained by protecting our industrial and s~ce . 
sectors from clisp~cement due to commercial office devel9pment. And future 
opportunities for res[dent employment and ownership in th~e sectors will be enhanced: 

s.1.N l'RA!llllSOD 
l"'f..AN ...... c;: .QEPAKTMEKT 3 
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Resolution No. 19106 
Hearing Date: JV!arch 27, 2014 

CASE NO. Z014.0290T 
Waiving Certain Fees for SmaU 

Busines,s Month 

F) The City will achieve fhe grea.iest possible preparedni;ss to protect against injury ana loss 
of 1ife in an earihquake. 

The proposed Ortli:ruzru:E 7lXl1L]d. nd affect tk pre:pr<rerbtess 11.gimrst injury and loss of life m rm . 
~is uw1ffed:eil.. 

G) That Iarn:brmk and historic buildings will be preserved: 

The proposed Ordinairce '!IJOfdd 1fDi aD::oasiiy oJfod 'l=bn.tuk anJ!. historic buildings as it rrouM. 
e:ru:o-u:rage re:Tuwatians and TDOu1d not aempt any projixt from. historic rescm:rce. or uftier required 
reoiem. · 

H) Parks and open s?ace and their access to sunlight and vistas will be protected from 
development · 

The Proposed brdi:tua1.ce TJJau1d nt>t_aifuerst:ly affect plltks trn.d open spru:es in terms of~ uccess 
to STIJilight ta1Ji ~ttzs.. . 

I hereby certify that the Planning Commission~ the £oi:egoing Resolution cm Maxch 27,2014 · 

Jonas P. Ionin 
co~ion Secretary 

A YES: Commissi!Xlers .AntorUni, Borden, Fong, Hillis, Moore, Sugaya and Wu 

NAYS: none 

ABSENT: none 

ADOPTED: March.V,2014. 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Prr:rjecl N= 
Case Number: 
Ini.tiated by: 
Steff ecm.tict: 

Executive Summary 
Conditional Use 

. HEARING DATE: MARCH 27, 2014 

Small Business Month May 2014 

2014..0290T [Board File No.14-0l22J 
Supervisor Tang/ Introduced February 11, 2014 
"piego R Sanchei, Legislative Affairs 
diego.srmchez@efpu.arg (415) 575-9082 
AnMarie Rodgers, Manager Legislative Affairs 
113t111.!1rie..rodgers@efgw.arr ( 415) 558-€395 

Appr~ with.Modifications 

PLANNING AND. BUILDlNG CODE AMENDMENTS 

The proposed Ordiruince would 1) recognize ~y as Small Business Month 2) amend the San Francisco 
Planning. Code and the San Francisco Building Code to waive various local permit ~ for the month of 

May 2014 for the re.placement of awnings and signs on awnings and the installation of pe&strian lever 
lighting; and 3) make envirOrnnenfa! firuiing:s, Planning Code Section 302 .findings and findings. of 

ronsisfency wilh. the General Plan end fhe Priority Policies of Planning Code Section 101.1. 

Th~ Way If Is Now 

Planning Code (.hereinafter "Code") Section 355(a) establishes.fees fur alterations to existing buildings 
based upon the cost of construdion of the work. The current fees are·as follows: 

Estilli.ated Constrticl:ion Cost Initial Fee 

$0.00 to $9,999.00 
. 

$342 

$10,000.00 to $49,999.00 $350 + 3:580% of cost over $10,000..00 

$50,000.00 to $99,999.00 $2,605 + 2.392% of cost over $50,000.00 

$100,000..00 to $499,999.00 $3,827 + 2.619% of cost over $100,000.00 

$500,000.00 to $999,999.00 $14,501+0.662% of rost over $500,000.00 

$1r{)00,000.00 to $4,999,999.00 $17,875 + 0.261% of cost over $1,000,000.00 

$5,000,000:00 to $99,999,999.oo $2S,473·+ ..D04% of cost over $5,000,000.00 

$100,000,.000.00 or more $32)!13-

Planning Code Sedion 355(e) establishes a flat fee for Sign Permit Applications; this includes the 

replacement of signag~ on awnings. The current fee is $161. 

The Way It Would Be 

The Ordinance proposes to waive Planning Department fees for permits issued durfug the Month of May 
2014 foi awning replacement and for signs o~ awnings. The Ordinance also proposes ro waive Central 

. . 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Executive Summary 
Hearing Date: March 2!, 20.14 

CASE NO. 2014.029(>T 
Small Business Month May 2014 

Pennit B~ fees far the review of~ replacemenfs and the in,stallal.:ion of pedesfrianlevcl lighting 
during ih.eMonth of May 2014.. · 

ISSUES AND CONSIDERATIONS 

• Confinuity with Previons Ordinances .for Fee Waivers during Small B115iness Month. The 
proposed Ordlliance is exactly the same, in content as the Ordinance that the Board of Supervisors 
passed in May 2013. The proposed Ordinance includes the revisions made to the 2013 °0rclinance 

after its infroduction,. such as a refinement to the definition of a Small Business and a waiver of fees 

for permits to replace bofh a~ and signs an awnings. 

• Small Bnsiness Co'm.mission (SBQ .. The SBC will be voting on the Ori:linance. at their March 24,.. 

2014 meeting. In 2013. the~ vored 6-0 to recommend approv.U of the 2Dl3 Ordinance. 

• Department of Btlilding Tnspeefion Review of Both. Awning Replacement iUJ.d Pedestrian i;.ighling 
Peonifs. The Department of Building Inspection (hereinafter "DBI/ .reviews both pedestrian
oriented lighting. and a.wrung repiacemeat permits. T,he Planning Department is not typically 

. involved in the review: of pedestrian-oriented lighting. DBfs Cenf:ral Permit Bureau ac;cept; and 
issues constraclion pemril:s for buildings loi:ated within the Gty and County of San Francisco. For 

May 2012,. DBI reviewed. and waived fees for 11 awning pennfrs, four of which included signs and 
the Ordinance coSt DBI approximately $20,000. The same data fur May 2013 could not be secured · 

from DBI in time fur the publication of tlrls report. 

• Phumi:ng Department~e-w of Awning and Sign Replacement Pennils. The proposed Oxdinance 

would waive ff!!S for replacement of awnings as well as a change in signage on awnings. ~g last 
year's Smali Business Month, the Plmming Department repoi;ts that fees Were waived for less than 15 
awning replacement permits.· It is not .known how many of 1hose permits foi:·awnil:lg replaCeme.nt 

included a change of signage. The Plarmlng Department fee for review of awning replacement is 

dependent an two factoxs: 1) the ~ of construction and 2) whether or not the awnit:ig contains 
Sign.age. The cost of co~ction for an awning replacement is typically Under $10,000 and therefore 

the fee for the awning replacemea.t alone would be $326 . .If signage on 1he awning were to change, a 
flat fee Of $155 is aqded fur review of the sigruige,. bringing 1he to1al Planning fees for awnmg and 
sigrtage review tO $481. Therefore last year the proposal cost the Planning Depa;rlment at least $4.,890, 

plus a lesser, but unknown amount fur so~e awnings which may hav:e included changes of signage. . 

• Fnll Review Provided. The proposed. Ordinance does not circumvent any the City or Sta.fe 

requirements. Any building permit which needed review for historic resouri:es, CEQA, public notice 
or other issue would be reviewed. consistent with CllII"ent City practic;:e. 'fP.e fee waiver oruy applies 
to pemii.ts which can pe issued du:cing .the month. of May 2014. The fee waiver does not require 
expediting or truncating of the -current peanit review proel!:SS. · 

• Definition of Small BtISiness. The proposed 0¢inance ~y applies to SmRll Business Entuprises .. 
The proposed Ordinance defines a S1TUllJ. Bus~ E71Wprise as ~ that has 100 or fewer employees. 

n:e proposed Ordinance also delegares to the Department of B~~ Inspection and the Planning 
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Executive Summary 
Hearing Date: March 21. 2G14 

CASE NO, 2014.0290T 
SmaD Business llilooth May 2014 

Deparb:nent the establishment of a process by whlch ~ certify that an applicant is a: Smoll B~ 
Err.tf:rP.1-ise. 

REQUIRED COMMISSION ACTION 

The proposed Resolution iS before the Planning Commission so fuat it may it may recommend adoption, 
rejections or adoption with modifications to the Board of Supervisors. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning Department re<:Qmmends that the Planning Commission recommend approval with 
modifications. Planning Department Staff recommends the following· modification.: 

• Make pemianent the annual waiver of Planning Deparbnent fe.eS for perm.its issued for !3-wning 

replacement and for signs on awnings as w~l as the Central Permit Bureau fees for review of 
awning replacements and -the installation of pedestrian level lighting eadt May_ during Small -

Business Month. 

• Amend P~g Code Section 355 to add a subsection (£) as follows: Small BuSiness Month Fee 
Waiver. Planning Deparfment fees for permits issued for awning replac:ei;rient and for signs on 

awnings shall be wahred each May during Sir).Cill Business Month. 

• Amend the fee schedules of Tables lA-A and lA-E of fue Building Code to state: Permit Fees 

related to reviewing the structural infegrity of awning replacements for those permits .submitted 

"over the cotmter" at fue Cenhal Permit Bureau and installation -of pedestrian le:vel lighting, -

respectively, are waived for any pe;rmit issued for such activities each May during Small Business 

Month. 

Basis fur Reco~endafion: With the proposed modification the Planning Departalent believes that the 
proposed: Ordinance would not only provide an incentive to improve busmess facades at what is 
projected to be minimal cost to the City but would provide certainty of fee wa!vers for sudt smpe of 
y.rork during Small !Jusiness Month each year. Therefore, the Plarining Department reromm.ends support 

'?£ this proposed Ordinance as a gesture of goodwill during Small Business Jx{onth 2014, co~t with 
the Commission's recommendations from2013. 

ENVIRONMENT AL REVIEW 

The proposed amendments to the Planning Code ha-ve been reviewed: and found exempt .:from the 
California Environmen~ QuaJity Act ("CEQ!>-") per Section 15273, Rates Tolls, Fares and Olirges.. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

As of the date of !:his report, Planning Deparhnent stilf has not received input from the public regarding 
the proposed Ordinance. 
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Executive Summary _ 
HealiQg Date; March 'ZT, 2014 

f RECOMMENDATION: Approval with Conditions 

A.Hacbmenfs: 

Draft P~g Commission Resolution 

Draft Board of Supervisors ~dinance [Board File No. 1~0122] 

_. 
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Edwin M.Lee 
Mayor 

COMMISSJOJlf 

Angus McCarthy 
President 

Warren Mar 
. Vice-President 

Kevin Ctfnch 
Frao.kLee 

BUILDING -INSPECTION COMMISSION (BIC) 

Deparbnent of a·uirding Inspection . Voice (415} 55a;..o1 s4· ·fax (415) 558-6509 
1660 Mission Street, San Francisco, California 94103-2414 

March 24, 2014 

Ms. Angef a C~lviIIo 
Clerk of the Board 
Board of Supervisors, Ctty Hall 
1 Dr. Catiton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4694 

. . . 

Or. James McCray, Jr. 
Myrna Melgar 

RE: Proposed Ordinance (File.No. 140122) recognizing Small Business 
Month in May 2014; amending th~ Planning Code and the Building Code to 
retroactively waive ·fees for the month of M~iy for certain fa~de 
improvements; affirming the Planning Department's determination under the 
California Environmental Qualify Act; and making findings, including 
environmental findings and findings of consistency with the General Plan, 
and the eight priority policies.of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

Debra Walker 

Sonya Hains 
Secrelary 

Tome.Hui 
Direc:tor Dear Ms. Calvillo: 

On March 19, 2014 the Building Inspection Commission held a p"Ublic 
hearing on the proposed amendment to the San Francisco Building Code 
referenced. aqove. The ~mmissioners vot~ unanimously to support th.is 
proposed amendment. 

The Commissioners voted a:s follows: 

President MGCarthy Yes 
Commissioner Clinch Yes 
Commissioner Melgar Yes 
Commissioner Walker Yes 

Vice-Presid.ent Mar 
. Gommrssioner Lee 
Commissioner McCray . 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Should you tiave any questions, please do not hesirate to call me pt 558-6164. 

Sincerely, · 

~~~ 
Sonya Harris 
Commission Secretary"". 

cc: Tom c. Hui, S.E, Director 
Supervisor Katy Tang 

42 

i 

J 
·1 
; 

I 
. J 

I 
1. 

I 
j 

J 

I 

r 



BOARD of SDPERVISORS 

February21, 2014 

. Planning Commission 
Attn: Jonas Jonin · 
1660 Mission Street..s"' Floor. 
San Francis~. CA 94103 . · 

· Dear Cammissio!li=ils: 

On February 11, 2014, Supervisor Tang introduced thefo[lowing proposed legislation: 

File No. 140122 

Ordinance recognizing &nall Business Month in May 2014; amencfing the 
Planning Code and the Buildlng Code to retroactively waive fees for the month of 
May ·for certain fa~e improvements; affinning the PlanniQg Departmenfs 
determination _under. the CalffOmia Environmentaf Quality Act; and making 
findings, inciuding environmental fincfings and findings o.f consistency with . the 
General Plan. and the eight priority poUcies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

· . 
. The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code _Section 302(b) 
for public hearing and recommendation. The ordinanc;e is pending b~fore the Budget 
and Finance Commission and will be Scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your· 
~ponse. · · · 

:A~~~oftheBoard 
By: Lin~Jw~ng, Co~mittee C 

Budget and Frnance Co • e 

, 'f/o~ .4-. ?,e~. t.(~€~ ce&>A 
c:: John Rahaim, Director of Planning ~D£&..//lf.G'S .S£Ct";1t>,V.s /6~0C~.) 

-~:~ sJ~=-i~~~~:!8r:fen~I Analysis~b 1537a 8£~~£ 7TfERt. ·r-s. 
AnMarie Rodgers, LegislativeAffairs · · No. i>IUG.T"_ ote u.J"l:>.1&c:r -Pl"(ys1c.AL 
Monica Pereira, Envirorunentaf Planning CllRAl4-B rr.I Tift£ ENtl;!ftJdMEAfT 
Joy Navarrete, Environmen!al Planning ' 

c~~ ~.2~a:Y,f/ 
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City Hall 
Dr. Carlton R Goodlett Place, Roam 244. 

. BOARD of SuPERVISORS San J'.rail.cisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5.184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

'!DD/TTY No. 554-5121 

MEM·ORANDUM 

. . 

TO: Tom Hui, Acting Director, Department of.Building Inspection 
Sonya Harris, Secretary, f?uilding Inspection Commission 

FROM: Linda Wong, Clerk, Budget & Finance Committee . 
Board of Supervisors · 

DATE: February 20, 2014 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED: BUl~DING CODE AMENDMENT 

The Board of Supervisors' Budget and Finance ·committee has received the following · 
,legislation, introd~ced by Supervisor Tang ori February ·11, 2014: 

File No. 140122 

Ordinance recognizing Smarr Business Month in' May. 2014; aniending the 
Planning Code and the Building Code to retroactively waive fees for the month of 
May for certain fa~de improvements;. affirming the Planning Department's 
detennination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and . making 
findings, including ~nvironmental findings and findings of consistency with the 
General -Plan," ·and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed Ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter Section 03. 750-5 for 
public hearing ·and recommendation. It is pending before the Budget ·and Finance 
Committee and Will be s~edufed for hearing upon receipt.of your response. 

. . . 
· Please forward me ·the Commission's recommendation and reports at the Board of 

Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 

c: . Wilfiam Strawn, Department of Building lnspeetion 
Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building rnspection . 
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BO.ARD of SUPERVISORS 

Planning Commis5ion 
Attn: Jonas (onin · 
1660 Mission Street, 5fh Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Commissioners: 

Feb_ruary 21 .• 2014 

On February 11, 2014, Supervisor Tang introduced the following proposed legislation: 

File No~ 140122 

Ordinance recognizing Small Business Month in May 2014; amending. the 
Planning Code and the Building Code to retroactively waive fees for the month of 
May for certain fa98de improvements; affirming the Planning Departrnenf s 
determination under the California . Environmental Quality Act and making 

. findings, including environmental findings and findings of consistency with the· 
General Plan, and the eight priority policies qf Planning Code, Section 101.1 . 

. The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Plannii:-tg Code Section 302{b) 
for pu~lic hearing and recommendation. The ordinance is· pending before the Budget 
and Fi~ance Commission and will be scheduled for heating upon receipt of your 
response. 

Angela Cafvilto, Clerk of the Board 

~~· 
· Budget and Rn~:~r:~e 

,c: Johh Rahaim, Director of Planning 
· Scott Sanchez. Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Jones, Chief, Major En\iironinenta:I Analysis 
AnMarie R6dgers, Legislative Affairs 
Monica Pereira, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmentaf Review Officer 
Planning Department · · 
1650 Mission Street, 4th Floor 
Sari Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: · · 

February 21, 2014 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No.. 554-5184 . 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. ~5'227 

File No. 140122 

On February·11, 2014, SupervisorTang intrOduced the following legislation: 

File No. 140122 

Ordinance recognizing Small Business Month in May 2014; amending the 
Pfannin.g Code and the Building Code to retroactively waive fees for the month· of 
May for certain fagade improvements; affinTiing the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 
findings,. incl_uding environmental findings and findings of-consistency with the 
General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

This ·legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Cafvilio, Cl~rk of the Board 

Bir.~ 
Land l!se ·& Economic. Development Committee 

Attachment 

c: Nannie Turrell, Environmental Planning 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
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Introduction Form 
:Bv a )Wgber oftbe Board ofSnpervisots" or the Mnor 

Tunesramp 

I hereby.subm.itthe following item for introduction (select only one): or me.:! o:ciate 

/gJ . I_ For reference to Committee. ~ 

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment 

0 2. Req~st for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

0 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 

0 
q 

4. Request for letter begiru;l.ing "Supervisor ·inquires'' 
'----------------~ 

· 5. City Attorney request 

6. Call File No.J ~ --"--------~, from Committee. 

0 7. Budget Analyst request (attach writte-9- ID.otion). 

0 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 
'-------------------~--------l 

0. 9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

0 10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

0 1 I.· Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on '-----------...,.-----' 
Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

~ S~all Business Commission 0 Youth Commission 0 Ethics Commission 

lZJ Planning Commiss~on ~ Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For- the Im.perafure Agenda (a resolntion not o~ the prin~ed agen~a), use a Imperative 

Sponsor(s): 

!KatyTani ... 

Subject: 

~'S_mal_I_B_us_in_e_s_s~l\1-o_n_th_M:_a_y_2_0_~4~--F_ee_w_~_·v_e_rP_~~gram~~----~~~-~~~-~~~~-~---l]· 
The text is listed below or attac.h.ed: 

See Attached 

For Clerk's Use Only: 
-· 

Pa~e l ofl ,. 
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