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Date: April 22, 2014

To: President Leslie Katz and Members of the San Francisco Port Commission

From: Central Waterfront Advisory Group

Re: Orton Development, Inc. (ODI) — Lease and Rehabilitation of 20" Street Historic Buildings — Pier
70

Dear President Katz and Honorable Commissioners:

The Central Waterfront Advisory Group (CWAG) strongly supports approval of ODI's fease and
rehabilitation plan for the 20" Street historic buildings at Pier 70. We have confidence in Orton’s
knowledge of historic rehabilitation and their ability to successfully complete this daunting
undertaking. The project will bring back to life an important urban resource and help create a vibrant
new San Francisco neighborhood, a community nucleus and a magnet for social and economic vitality.

We commend the OD! team for the initiative they have shown in securing the site to reduce criminal
behavior and lessen further deterioration of these precious assets, their flexibility in responding to
unforeseen challenges, and their patience in dealing with a slow moving bureaucratic structure.

The community appreciates the sensitivity the plan shows in acknowledging the former uses of these
buildings, by their proposed treatment of the physical space and their effort to incorporate adaptive
reuses that blend historic and “New American Workplace” industrial and commercial activities.

Treatment and use of the only public open spaces available on the site is very important. As much of
the space in these buildings will be occupied by privately oriented uses, with few opportunities to
encourage public interaction, it is critical that maximum feasible public access be provided in the

indoor lobby/atrium in Building 113 and in the outdoor plaza, in accordance with the desires of the
State Lands Commission.

As the buildings are rehabilitated, privatization of the public open spaces by loading or private events
should be strictly limited, and the atrium and plaza should be regularly and predictably welcoming to
both Pier 70 tenants and the public to activate the area. We hope the Port and ODI will pursue
development of alternative loading and delivery options so that the public open spaces are
consistently available for public enjoyment.

We encourage the Port to expeditiously approve the project and look forward to working with ODI and
the Port to provide our ideas and observations as the vision becomes reality.

Sincerely yours,

Corinne Woods Toby Levine
Co-chair, CWAG Co-chair, CWAG
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April 21, 2014

Hand-delivered

Leslie Katz, President

San Francisco Port Commission
Port of San Francisco

Pier 1, The Embarcadero

San Francisco, CA 94111

RE: Pier 7Q Historic Buildings
Dear President Katz and Members of the Commission,

On behalf of San Francisco Heritage (Heritage), thank you for the opportunity to
comment on the proposed rehabilitation of the 20t Street historic buildings at Pier 70
by Orton Development Inc. (ODI). Although Heritage awaits details on the impacts of
the seismic bracing scheme for Building 113/114, we strongly support the proposed
reuse and rehabilitation of these long-vacant historic buildings that form the core of
the newly-listed Union Iron Works National Register Historic District. We hope to
receive clarification on the still-evolving seismic design for Building 113/114 before

the May 13 Port Commission hearing so that we can offer our unqualified support for
the project.

Heritage's Issues Committee has met the ODI project team three times, including a
site visit to Pier 70 on February 19, 2013 that included several 20 Street historic
buildings. We have also reviewed the Historic Resource Evaluations (HREs) and the

Planning Department'’s response regarding the proposed treatment of buildings within
the project site.

The Union Iron Works Historic District spans approximately 300,000 square feet on
seven acres, with a combination of office and industrial significant structures built
between 1885 and 1941. Buildings are not ADA compliant, lack fire protection, and
have been damaged by heavy vandalism and weatherization over many years.
Proposed building improvements include seismic, ADA, and life safety upgrades; new
utilities; sprinklers; environmental conditions will need to be abated: and building
exteriors, window, and roofs will be repaired and finished. Given the deteriorating state
of the 20t Street historic buildings, we understand the urgency of this project and fully
support their immediate stabilization.

The Issues Committee is awaiting updated digital renderings of Building 113/114 that
accurately depict ODI's plans for seismic bracing and the insertion of new mezzanine
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levels and a 6-24-inch floor slab. The current engineering drawings show six rows of
cross-bracing that align with each crossing bridge on the first mezzanine level, which
are not reflected in the latest digital rendering. Depending on its elevation, the
proposed floor slab could impact the perception, experience, and some character-
defining features of the building.

Because the interior volume of the space is an essential character-defining feature of
Building 113/114, it is especially important that any proposed bracing scheme
minimize the visual intrusion of vertical steel cross-bracing, minimize the footprint of
the proposed mezzanine levels, and maximize the transparency of north-south
connector bridges at the first mezzanine level (e.g., by employing semi-transparent
steel grating instead of concrete and steel). Similarly, Heritage urges the project team
to minimize the elevation of the new concrete floor slab, especially as it relates to
window and door openings on the first floor.

Once we receive clarification on these design details, Heritage will be pleased to
provide its final assessment of the project before the May 13 Port Commission
hearing. In the meantime, should you have questions or concerns, please do not
hesitate to contact Desiree Smith, preservation project manager, at
dsmith@sfheritage.org or 415/441-3000 x11.

Sincerely,

SRz

Mike Buhler
Executive Director
San Francisco Heritage



