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BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM
LAND USE AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE
SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

TO: Supervisor Scott Wiener, Chair
Land Use and Economic Development Committee
FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk
DATE: July 28, 2014
SUBJECT: COMMITTEE REPORT, BOARD MEETING

Tuesday, July 29, 2014

The following file should be presented as a COMMITTEE REPORT at the Board meeting,
Tuesday, July 29, 2014. This item was acted upon at the Committee Meeting on July 28, 2014,
at 1:30 p.m., by the votes indicated.

Item No. 61 File No. 140776

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location of, and lessen
permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices and arcades, and remove obsolete
Code provisions; and making environmental findings.

AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT OF THE WHOLE BEARING SAME TITLE
Vote: Supervisor Scott Wiener - Aye

Supervisor Jane Kim - Aye

Supervisor Malia Cohen - Excused

RECOMMENDED AS AMENDED AS A COMMITTEE REPORT
Vote: Supervisor Scott Wiener - Aye

Supervisor Jane Kim - Aye

Supervisor Malia Cohen - Excused

C: Board of Supervisors
Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
Rick Caldeira, Deputy Legislative Clerk
Jon Givner, Deputy City Attorney
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AMENDED IN COMMITTEE
7/28/14
FILE NO. 140776 ORDINANCE NO.

[Police Code - Regulating Mechanical Amusement Devices and Arcades]

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location of, and
lessen permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices and arcades, and

remove obsolete Code provisions; and making environmental findings.

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font.
Additions to Codes are in sm,qle underlme zrahcs Times New Roman font.
Deletions to Codes are in :

Board amendment additions are in double underllned Avrial font.
Board amendment deletions are in

Asterisks (* * * *)indicate the omission of unchanged Code
subsections or parts of tables.

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco:

Section 1. Findings.

(a) The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this
ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Public Resources
Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of
Supervisors in File No. 140776 and is incorporated herein by reference.

(b) Itis hereby declared to be City policy to regulate reasonable and orderly public
access for patrons wishing to play mechanical amusement devices, including video game
machines, while at the same time protecting the health, safety and welfare of the general

public.

Section 2. Article 15 of the Police Code is hereby amended by revising existing

Sections 1036 through 1036.34 (including deleting existing Sections 1036.6, 1036.7, 1036.11,

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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1036.23, 1036.26, 1036.29, 1036.30, 1036.31-1, 1036.33, 1036.34, and 1036.35, and re-
numbering the remaining sections as Sections 1036 through 1036.25), to read as follows:
SEC. 1036. DEFINITIONS.

As used in Sections 1036 through 1036.24, inclusivethisArtiete, the following words shall

have the following respective meanings:

"Aecessory-Ancillary Uuse" shall mean the operation of exe-/ to 10 mechanical
amusement devices on premises wherein another business operates.

"Arcade" shall mean any premises where 11 or more mechanical amusement devices
are operated.

“Bar” shall mean a retail use which provides on-site alcoholic beverage sales for drinking on

the premises where no person under 21 vears of age is admitted and which has a California

Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control license type 42, 48, or 61.

“City” shall mean the City and County of San Francisco.

“Director” shall mean the Executive Director of the Entertainment Commission or individual(s)

desionated by the Director fo act on his or her behalf

"Mechanical amusement device" shall mean any machine or device, with or without a

video screen or display, which, upon the insertion of a coin, slug or token in any slot or

receptacle attached to said machine or connected therewith, operates or which may be
operated for use as a game, contest or amusement or which may be used for any such game,
contest or amusement and which does not contain a pay-off device for the return of slugs,

money, coins, checks, tokens or merchandise. A4 mechanical amusement device shall not include

any game_ or device that is unlawful under the Municipal Code or under Chapter 10 of Title 9 of the

California Penal Code.

"Owner or operator of a mechanical amusement device" shall mean:

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2




o O oo ~N o o A ow N -

| S \No TR NG TR N S N TR NG S . N Qo U G . G . §
g A W N~ O © 00 N OO O & W N -

(a) Any owner of such mechanical amusement device who operates or permits
the same to be played or operated in his place of business or in any commercial place under
his control or who installs or maintains the same in any commercial place where the same can
be played or operated by persons in or about said place;

(b) The persons in whose place of business any such mechanical amusement
device is placed for the use, amusement, patronage or recreation of the public or of persons
in or about said place.

"Permiitee." The Person to whom a permit has been issued under Sections 1036 througch

103624, inclusive.

"Person"” shall mean any individual. corporation, association, syndicate, joint stock
company, partnership, club, Massachusetts-business-or-eommon-taw-trust, society, or any other
entity—ertrdividied.

"Public retail floor space" shall mean that portion of the premises to which the public is
allowed access.

"Street" shall mean any street, alley, way, boulevard, or road, either public or private,

that is used or to be used for ingress or egress.

SEC. 1036.1. REQUIREMENTS FOR MACHINES.

(a) Every mechanical amusement device shall have a seal or tag permanently

attached thereto showing the-sericinumber-ofthe-mechanical-amusement-device—a-tabel-or-decal

stating the name, address and telephone number of the owner of the mechanical amusement

device, and, in addition thereto, if wired for electricity, atabelindicatinethe-name-and-addressof
the-mamtacturer-and the voltage and current necessary for the proper operation of said

mechanical amusement device.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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(b) Where it is necessary to install electric wiring to said mechanical amusement

device location, said wiring shall be installed by a registered electrical contractor in

x
accordance with the provisions of the San Francisco Electrical Code Artiete1—ChapterHL PartIL

 the-SemF v Msininal Ead.
SEC. 1036.2. TNEAWFULACTS— PERMIT REQUIREMENTS AND EXCEPTIONS.

(a) Nothing in Sections 1036 to 1036.-3424, inclusive, shall be construed to authorize |

or permit either the use or operation of any gambling device whatsoever, including games of |

chance prohibited under Article 3. or of any mechanism that has been judicially determined to be

a gambling device in any way contrary to law, or to authorize or permit any other conduct
otherwise unlawful. Nothing in this Section 1036.2 shall preclude an award of a free game or
games upon a mechanical amusement device.

(b) Permit Required.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to install, operate or maintain to be

operated any-mechanical-amusement-device in the City end-Cownty-of-SanFrancisco the following

without first having obtained a permit in writing to do so from the Entertainment Commission:

(A} an Arcade; or

(B) 25 to 10 mechanical amusement devices as an Ancillary Use in a Bar.

Accordingly, an Ancillary Use consisting of either ene up to four mechanical

amusement devices in a Bar or up to 10 mechanical amusement devices operated on a premises that is

not a Bar does not require a permit.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim _
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(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to install, operate or maintain to be operated an

Arcade or Ancillary Use for which a permit has been eranied (A) afier the permit has been revoked or

is otherwise invalid or (B) for any period of time during which the permit has been suspended.

(3) _Any premises where a mechanical amusement device permit is sought must conform

to all City ordinances. including but not limited to health, safety. zoning. fire and buildine ordinances.

(c) The provisions of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, shall not be construed to
apply to mechanical amusement devices installed, operated or maintained in private
residences or businesses intended for free use solely by the residents or employees at those
locations.

(d) The provisions of Sections 1036 to 1036.24, inclusive, shall not apply to (1) any machine or

mechanical amusement device which, in return for the coin deposited in said mechanical amusement

device, will deliver the equivalent value of said coin in merchandise; provided. that no prize. reward,

bonus or other thing of value is delivered with said merchandise, or (2) coin-operated billiard. pool or

combination tables, which are subject to the licensing provisions of this Code in accordance with

Sections 1037 to 1037.3, inclusive. and Sections 510 and 510.1.

(e) The provisions of Sections 1036 to 1036.24, inclusive, shall not apply to the Recreation and

Park Commission. which shall have exclusive jurisdiction to determine whether and under whalt

conditions mechanical amusement devices may be placed on property under its jurisdiction.

SEC. 1036.3. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT.

Application for said a mechanical amusement device permit required under Subsection (b) of

Section 1036.2 shall be made to the Entertainment Commission on forms provided by the

Entertainment Commission, shall be signed by the applicant and be accompanied by payment

of the filing fee set forth in Section 2.26 and shall contain the following information in addition to

whatever additional information is deemed necessary by the Director or the Entertainment

Commission:

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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(a) Name of the applicant.

(b) The name and address of any person, other than the applicant, who holds any
right, title or interest in or to each mechanical amusement device for which a permit is sought,
and in those instances where such person is other than an individual, there shall be filed with
the Entertainment Commission and kept available for public inspection, a statement showing,
in the case of a partnership, the names and addresses of the partners; in the case of a
corporation, the names and addresses of the majority stockholder¢s) and directors and in the
case of a business trust, the names of the trustor, trustee, and beneficiary or beneficiaries.

(c) Plaee Wwhere said mechanical amusement device is to be placed, maintained to be
operated or operated; and, if said mechanical amusement device or devices are to be placed,
maintained to be operated or operated in connection with any other business or calling, the

character of said business or calling.

(d) te3 The teted maximum number of mechanical amusement devices to be placed,
maintained to be operated or operated at the location for which the permit is requested.
SEC. 1036.4. NOTICE OF HEARING.

(a) When an application is filed for a new permit or for an increase in the number of
mechanical amusement devices pursuant to Section 1036.3-efthisArticle, the Director
Entertainment-Conmission shall fix a time and place for a public hearing thereon- and the

Entertainment Commission shall hold the hearing and determine whether to grant or deny the permit

within 45 City business days of the date that the applicant has submitted a complete application under

Section 1036.3. except that this 45-day period shall be extended for such period or periods of time that

apply under the following circumstances.:

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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(1) Ifthe Entertainment Commission finds that an exiension of time is necessary to

obtain additional information for its review of the application under the standards set forth in Section

1036.5. the time period shall be extended for an additional amount of time as the Commission

determines appropriate, up to 15 additional days.

(2) Upon the applicant's request. the Entertainment Commission shall continue the

hearing for an additional period of time to allow the applicant an opportunity to comply with the

requirements of Sections 1036 through 1036.24.

(3) Ifthe applicant fails to post or maintain notice of the hearing as required by

Subsection (b) of this Section 1036.4, the Director shall have the hearing before the Entertainment

Commission continued for such period or periods of time that the Director determines necessary for the

applicant to comply with the posting requirement, in which case the time period is extended for that

additional period or periods of time.

(4) If'the Director finds that the Entertainment Commission is unable to meet during the

43-day time period or any permitted time extension due to emergency circumstances, the time period

shall be extended until the Commission is able to meet: the Commission shall consider the matter at the

first meeting that it conducts followine such circumstances.

(b) Not less than 10 days before the date of such hearing, the Entertainment- Commission
applicant shall cause to be posted a notice of such hearing in a conspicuous place on the
property in which or on which the mechanical amusement devices are to be operated. Such

notice shall set forth the specifie-type of mechanical amusement devices and the maximum

number thereof which the applicant intends to operate. The pestine-shall-be-the-exelusive
responsibility-of the Entertainment-Commission—eand-the applicant shall maintain said notice as

posted until after the date of the hearing.

(c) If the Commission does not grant or deny the mechanical amusement device permit within

the time required by Subsection (a) of this Section 1036.4. including any extensions of time provided for

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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in Subsections (a)(1)-(4). the permit sought by the applicant shall be deemed eranted, conditioned on

the requirements that the Permittee obtain all required permits from other City departments within nine

months in accordance with Subsection (¢) of Section 1036.5 and comply with all the requirements of

Sections 1036 throucgh 1036.24.

SEC. 1036.5. INMESTIGATIONS-DETERMINATION OF APPLICATION FOR A

MECHANICAL AMUSEMENT DEVICE PERMIT.

(a) Upon receipt of seid an application for a mechanical amusement device permit, the

Director Entertainment-Commission shall eanseto-be-investigated-the-statements-as-setforth-inthe

applieation_prompily transmit a copy of the application. including notice of the hearing date. to the

Chief of Police or the Chief s designee. the Director of the Plannine Department or the Director’s

designee. and, for those applications for permits to mainiain for operation mechanical amusement

devices which are wired for electricity, the Director of the Department of Building Inspection or the

Director’s designee.

(b) If the permit applicant has not obtained all permits required for the operation of the

mechanical amusement device(s) from other City departments by the date of the hearine on the

application. the Entertainment Commission may grant a conditional permit pending the issuance of the

other required City permits. provided, however, the Commission shall take this action only if sufficient

information has been provided to allow for adequate evaluation of the application and if erounds for

denial, as set forth in Subsection (c). are not present. Any permit conditionally granted by the

Entertainment Commission under this Subsection (b) may be appealed to the Board of Appeals. Any

such appeal shall be filed within 10 days of the decision of the Entertainment Commission's

conditionally eranting the permit. No Person may operate an Arcade or Ancillary Use for which a

permit has been conditionally granted unless and until the Person has obtained all permits and

authorizations required from other City departments.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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(c) The Entertainment Commission shall grant or conditionally grant a permit for an Arcade or

Ancillary Use unless it finds that:

(1) The premises or the proposed operation of the Arcade or Ancillary Use does not

comply with the health, zoning, fire and safety requirements of the laws of the State of California or

City ordinances applicable to the Business:

(2) The building, structure, equipment or location of the proposed Arcade or Ancillary

Use cannot adequately accommodate the type and volume of pedestrian traffic anticipated:

(3) The premises or the proposed operation of the Arcade or Ancillary Use would

substantially interfere with the public health, safety and welfare or the peaceful enjoyment of

neichboring property;

(4) If there is an unresolved citation applicable to the premises that has been issued by

a City department, the Entertainment Commission shall not grant the permit without documented

authorization from the department that issued the citation: or

(5) There has been a previous denial of a permit application or previous suspension or

revocation of a mechanical amusement device permit for the same permit applicant within the last 12

months. or the specific circumstances surrounding a previous denial, suspension or revocation from

more than one year ago warrani denial.

(d) If the Chief of Police or the Chief’s designee, or the Director of the Department of Building

Inspection or the Director’s designee, in person at the Entertainment Commission hearing on the

permit application or in writing prior to the hearing, objects to the oranting of the permit on the basis

that the Commission should make one or more of the findings stated in Subsections (c)(1)-(3) above. the

Commission may not issue the permit without specifically addressing the objection in writine or on the

record, at a Commission meeting, and explaining specifically why the objection does not warrant the

finding.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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fe) The Director shall forward to the Director of the Department of Buildine Inspection written

notice of the conditional granting or denial of said permit if said mechanical amusement device is

wired for electricity. The Department of Building Inspection shall promptly respond to requests from

permit applicants for inspection of mechanical amusement devices wired for electricity.

(1) When the Entertainment Commission granis or conditionally erants a mechanical

amusement device permit, the Commission may impose additional reasonable time. place and manner

conditions on the permit. In considering whether to impose said conditions. the Commission shall

consider where relevant the circumstances surrounding any previous denial of a permit application or

previous suspension or revocation of a permit for the same permit applicant or Permitiee.

(e) If an applicant has been conditionally granted a permit but has not obtained all of the

permits required from other City departments within nine months from the date that the Entertainment

Commission conditionally granted the permit. the conditionally eranted permit shall expire by

operation of law and be void.If. during the nine-month period. the Director of the Department of

Building Inspection objects to the application for a mechanical amusement device permit on the

grounds that the permit does not comply with the San Francisco Building Code or Electrical Code . the

applicant shall have the opportunity of correcting such conditions as have been disapproved and if

such conditions have been corrected to the satisfaction of the Director of the Department of Building

Inspection. the permit may be issued.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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SEC. 1036.68. CERTAIN-MECHANICAL-AMUSEMENT GAMBLING DEVICES
PROHIBITED.

No permit shall be issued to any applicant relating to any mechanical amusement

slugs or tokens in order to which-does-not change the odds, grant bonuses, or otherwise affect

the method of play or the outcome of the game or constitute. result in or enable illegal gambling.

The Chief of Police or his or her designee may impound any mechanical amusement device beine used

in violation of this Section 1036.6: and. if any court of competent jurisdiction shall determine that said

mechanical amusement device, or the use or operation thereof. violates or has violated any of said

laws, ordinances. rules or regulations. said mechanical amusement device shall be forfeited to the City.

SEC. 1036.79. PERMIT FORWARDED TO TAX COLLECTOR, LICENSE FEES.

When any permit is issued under the provisions of #hisArticleSections 1036 through

1036.24, inclusive, the Entertainment Commission shall cause such permit to be forwarded to

the office of the Tax Collector for delivery to the Ppermittee upon the payment of the license

fees.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 12 |




O O 0 ~N o o h~Ar W0 N =

{1 T % TR NG TN NG TR NG TN N T . G . G O . (. G
g A W N 2 O © 00N oA W -

SEC. 1036.844. LICENSE FEES.

Every holder of a mechanical amusement device permit shall pay the Tax Collector for

each Arcade or Ancillary Use separate-mechanical-anmsement-deviee-which that the permit

authorizes, an annual license fee, on or before March 31, in accordance with the provisions of

Section 76.1 of the Business and Tax Regulations Code.

SEC. 1036.972. CONTENTS OF LICENSES.

The Tax Collector shall issue a license for such drcade or Ancillary Use mechanicel

aemusement-deviee for which the fee was paid, showing thereon the:
(a) Name of the Ppermittee;

(b) Address at which the mechanical amusement device(s) is or are to be operated or

maintained to be operated;

(c) The maximum number of such mechanical amusement devices and-the-type-orikind-of
same—contest-or-amusement-played-thereon, and

(d) The Seried number of the permit and the expiration date of the license.
SEC. 1036.1043. POSTING LICENSE IN PREMISES.

The license shall be permanently and conspicuously posted at the location of the
machines in the premises wherein said mechanical amusement devices are to be operated or
maintained to be operated, and shall not be removed from said location during the period for

which said license was issued.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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SEC. 1036.1/74. REMOVAL OR TRANSFER OF LICENSE TO OTHER PREMISES
PROHIBITED.

Nothing in Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, shall permit the removing or
transferring of the license to any other premises other than those for which the license was
originally issued.

SEC. 1036.1245. NO PRORATING OR REFUNDING OF LICENSE FEE.
License fees paid under the provisions of Sections 1036.8-2 shall not be prorated or

refunded.

| SEC. 1036.1316. LICENSE FEE PAID BY OWNER OR OPERATOR.

When any one of the persons mentioned in subdivisions (a) and (b) under the definition

of the term "Owner and Operator of a Mechanical Amusement Device" in Section 1036 obtains

a permit and pays a license fee for the maintenance or operation of said mechanical
amusement device, the said permit and license fee shall cover each of the persons mentioned
in said subdivisions (a) and (b).
SEC. 1036.1477. RENEWAL OF LICENSE.

Licenses for mechanical amusement devices shall be renewed as set forth in Sections
2.8 and 2.10 of this Code.
SEC. 1036.1548. PROCEDURE WHERE NO CURRENT PERMIT OR LICENSE.

(a) If any Arcade or Ancillary Use requiring a permit mechanical-crmmsement-deviee-is placed,

installed. operated or maintained to be operated without a current and valid permit license, the

Director may impose administrative penalties and seek civil penalties against the owner or operator of

the mechanical amusement device(s) in accordance with the procedures set forth in Section 1060.25.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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(b) The Entertainment Commission may suspend or revoke any permit issued under Section

1036.5 if the Permittee has an expired license and/or has failed to pay the annual license fee to the Tax

Collector required under Section 1036.8.

(c) The remedies specified in this Section 1036.15 shall not preclude any other remedies

available under state or local law.
SEC. 1036.1649. SUSPENSION, REVOCATION OR REINSTATEMENT OF A PERMIT,
PROCEDURE FOR.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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Mechanical amusement device permits may be suspended or revoked by the Entertainment

Commission and the Director in accordance with the standards and procedures set forth in Sections

1060.20 through 1060.20.4, inclusive. The Entertainment Commission shall cause to be

forwarded to the Tax Collector, and, if said mechanical amusement device is wired for

electricity, to the Director of the Department of Building Inspection Public-Werks, written notice of

any revocation, suspension or reinstatement of any permit herein provided for.
SEC. 1036.172¢. RULES AND REGULATIONS TO0-BEADOPTED.

The EhiefofPolice-Entertainment Commission and-the Director-of-Public Works, after
public hearing thereon, are-aunthorized-te-may adopt, promulgate and enforce such rules and
regulations regarding mechanical amusement devices as will enable the Police Department,

Entertainment Commission and the Department of Building Inspection Publie Werks to enforce

and carry out the meaning and intent of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive.

|| SEC. 1036.1824. ASCERTAINMENT OF COMPLIANCE WITH ALL LAWS, ETC. -

INSPECTION THEREFOR.
It shall be the duty of the Entertainment Commission Chief-ofPelice to ascertain that all

laws of the State of California, the provisions of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, all City
ordinances efthe-City-and-County-ofSanFraneisco, and the rules and regulations of any

departments thereof esncerned, pertaining to mechanical amusement devices are strictly

complied with,_—and-For that purpose, the owner or operator of an Arcade or Ancillary Use shall

provide representatives of the Entertainment Commission and the Police Department, and, if said

mechanical amusement device is wired for electricity, the representatives of the Department

of Building Inspection. Public Weorlks—shall access heve-aeeess 1o inspect any mechanical

amusement device during any time mutually agreed upon by the City and the owner or operator or, if

such time cannot be agreed upon. during any hours that the business open to the public at-ary-and-all

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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SEC. 1036.7922. WHEN DEEMED A PUBLIC NUISANCE - PROCEDURE THEREON.
Any mechanical amusement device operated or maintained to be operated in violation

of any law of the State of California or of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, or any Cizty

ordinances efthe-City-and-Cownty-of-SanFEraneciseo or the rules and regulations of any state or

municipal departments thereof concerred shall be deemed to be a public nuisance, and any

such mechanical amusement device so operated or maintained to be operated skall may be

impounded by the Chief of Police or his or her designee; and, if any court of competent

jurisdiction shall determine that said mechanical amusement device, or the use or operation

thereof, violates or has violated any of said laws, ordinances, rules or regulations, said

mechanical amusement device shall be forfeited to the City eonfiscated-by-said-Chiefof-Police:

SEC. 1036.2024. PENALTIES.

Violations of Sections 1036 through 1036.24, inclusive. shall be subject to the provisions for

criminal, administrative, civil penalties set forth in Section 1060.25, in addition to the permit

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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i suspension and revocation provisions set forth in Section 1036.16. Any person who violatinges any

of the provisions of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, more than once or who violates

[ Section 1036.6. skall may be

SEC. 1036.2125. PERMIT AND LICENSE REQUIRED NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER
PROVISION OF CODE.

The issuance of a permit or license under the provisions of Sections 1036 to

1036.2434, inclusive, shall not exempt the permittee or licensee notwithstanding ary-seetion-of

a1 4 = O A1 2 a It etV GHIHEE—6 E¥a [ 13303 0 £ =

Francisco-making-eny-section-or-sectionsthereofinapplieable; from the any other provisions of the
Sentraneisee Municipal Code or any City ordinance or ordinances efthe-City-and-County-o£-San
Franeiseo requiring a permit or license.

SEC. 1036.2228. SAVING CLAUSE — NONWAIVER OF DEBTS DUE AND UNPAID.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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If any section, subsection, subdivision, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of

Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, is for any reason held to be invalid or unconstitutional by

a decision of any court of competent jurisdiction wreonstitutional, such decisions shall not affect the

validity of the remaining portions of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive. The Board of
Supervisors hereby declares that it would have passed enacred Sections 1036 to 1036.2434,
inclusive, and each _and every section, subsection, subdivision—parasraph- sentence, clause, and

phrase,and word not declared invalid or unconstitutional without regard to whether any other portion

of said sections would be subsequently declared invalid or unconstitutional. thereof—irrespective-of-the

The enactment of Sections 1036 to 1036.2434, inclusive, shall not in any manner be
construed as a waiver of any license or permit fees or any other fees or money due and

unpaid under the provisions of any section of the Santranecisee Municipal Code or any City
ordinance efthe-City-and Cowmty-of-Santranciseo.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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SEC. 1036.2337. MECHANICAL AMUSEMENT DEVICES; LOCATION.
(a) Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any owner or operator of a mechanical
amusement device to cause, permit or allow same to be located, operated or maintained to be

operated, and the Entertainment Commission may not issue a permit for said devices, inthe

—2)—Wwithin any area of the City end-Countyr-of-SantFrancisee zoned exclusively for

residential use, as defined in Sections 790.88 and 890.88 of the PartIEL-Chapter-H-(City Planning

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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| Subject to the permit requirements set forth above in Section 1036.3 and except where

be located, operated or maintained to be operated within any area of the City end-Cownty-of

Code or any successor legislation)-ofthe Municiped-Code. The restrictions set forth in this Subsection

(a) shall not apply (1) in such areas as may be designated by resolution of the Board of Supervisors. or

(2) to nonprofit religious institutions. schools, hospitals. convalescent and nursing homes and nonprofit

COMMmURIty cenlters.

(b) Ancillary Use: One Through Ten Mechanical Amusement Devices Allowed.

prohibited by Subsection (a)_of this Section 1036.23 or by the Planning Code, an owner or

operator of a mechanical amusement device or devices may cause, permit or allow same to |

Ser-tranciseo one through ten mechanical amusement devices as an Aecessory Ancillary Use, subjeet

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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(c) Arcades: Eleven or More Mechanical Amusement Devices Allowed. Subject to

the permit requirements set forth above in Section 1036.3 and except where prohibited by

Subsection (a) of this Section 1036.23 or by the Planning Code, the owner or operator of

mechanical amusement devices may operate an darcade exceptinthose-areas prohibitedin

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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SEC. 1036.2432. ARCADES AND ANCILLARY USE- OPERATING STANDARDS.

(a) Arcades. The following standards and regulations shall apply to the operation and

maintenance of Aercades in the City.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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& (1) All mechanical amusement devices within the premises shall be visible to

and supervised by an adult attendant or attendants, age 18 years or older. Said attendant(s)

shall be present at all times when the arcade is open to the public.

(e-2) The Permittee pernit-hotder shall comply with security lighting requirements,

token-use requirements and such other reasonable requirements determined by the
Entertainment Commission to be necessary to minimize danger to the community resulting
from the operation of the arcade. These requirements shall be set forth in the permit or, in the

event circumstances change, by appropriate amendment to the permit.

(£3) As a condition for obtaining a permit for mechanical amusement devices,

the applicant shall be required to provide a master switch, e» switches, or fisse panel readily

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 24




o O O N o bW N

N N NN NN N N =2 A a - wd od oy a a n
g A W N =2 O © 00 N OO ;oD LN =

accessible to the Permittee permit-hotder, employees or agent of the Permittee permitholder and

the Police Department, that can immediately turn off all mechanical amusement devices in the
Aarcade. The permit shall also specify that the applicant consents to and authorizes the Police
Department to turn off all mechanical amusement devicesfor-aperiod-ofwp-to-sixhours at any
time there is a clear and present danger to the public safety.

(b) Ancillary Use. The Permittee for an Ancillary Use shall comply with such reasonable

| requirements as determined by the Entertainment Commission to be necessary to minimize daneer to

the community resulting from the operation of the mechanical amusement devices. These requirements

shall be set forth in the permit or. in the event circumstances change, by appropriate amendment to the

ermil.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim |
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SECTION 1036.25. UNDERTAKING FOR THE GENERAL WELFARE.

In enacting and implementing Sections 1036 through 1036.24, inclusive, the Citv is assumine an

undertaking only to promoite the general welfare. It is not assuming, nov is it imposing on its officers

and employees. an obligation for breach of which it is liable in money damages to anyv person who

claims that such breach proximately caused injury.

Section 3. This ordinance does not affect the validity of existing permits for mechanical
amusement devices. [f an existing Permittee is no longer obligated to maintain a permit under
the requirements of this ordinance, the Permittee shall not be required to renew his or her
license under Section 1036.14 of the Police Code and the permit shall expire by operation of
law. This ordinance shall not in any manner be construed as a waiver of any license or permit
fees or any other fees or money due and unpaid under the provisions of any section of the
Municipal Code or any City ordinance. This ordinance does not give rise to any claim for a
refund of any license or permit fees or any other fees already paid, even if a Permittee is no

longer required to maintain a permit under this ordinance as a result of the change in law.

Section 4. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after
enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the
ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor’s veto of the ordinance.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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Section 5. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors
intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles,
numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal
Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment
additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the “Note” that appears under

the official title of the ordinance.

APPROVED AS TO FORM:
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney

s

By: _"‘//sz A ld e h —
FRANCESCA GESSNER
Deputy City Attorney

n:\legana\as2014\1400530\00945670.docx
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- FILE NO. 140776

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST
(Amended in Committee, July 28, 2014)

- [Police Code - Regulating Mechanical Amusement Devices and Arcades]

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location of, and
lessen permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices and arcades, and
remove obsolete Code provisions; and making environmental findings.

Existing Law

The Police Code requires a permit from the Entertainment Commission to install, operate or
maintain any mechanical amusement device (“MAD”) in the City. The Code prohibits the
location of such devices (1) within 300 feet of a public playground or a school, (2) within any
area of the City zoned exclusively for residential use, and (3) in service stations or automobile
repair garages in certain areas of the City, subject to certain exceptions.

For “Accessory Uses,” defined as the operation of up to 10 MADs, the Code restricts the
number of devices allowed in a premises based on the number of square feet of enclosed
public retail floor space. “Arcades,” defined as 11 or more MADs, are prohibited in areas
zoned exclusively for neighborhood-commercial or community business use.

Amendments to Current Law .

The proposed ordinance would reduce the restrictions on the location of, and lessen
permitting requirements f_or, MADs and Arcades as follows:

e A permit would be required only for (1) an Arcade (defined as 11 or more MADs), or (2)
5 or more MADs located in a Bar. Up to 4 MADs in a Bar or up to 10 MADs operated in
a premises that is not a Bar would not require a permit.

e The limitation on the number of MADs allowed based on the square footage of retail
space would be removed. _

e The prohibition on Arcades in areas zoned exclusively for neighborhood-commercial or
community business use would be removed.

The ordinance would also update the MAD permit application, review, issuance, suspension
and revocation procedures, as well as the criminal and administrative penalty provisions, to
align them with the standards governing other permits issued by the Entertainment
Commission. The ordinance would remove obsolete permit provisions, and clarify that
permissible MADs do not include gambling devices or games of chance.

Supervisors Breed, Wiener, Kim
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FILE NO. 140776

Background Information .

The Police Code provisions governing the regulation of MADs and arcades have not been
substantively amended since they were enacted in 1982. At that time, the number of video
game machines was rapidly increasing in the City, giving rise to public concern regarding the
location of these machines, the number of machines permitted at any given location, creation
of street and sidewalk congestion where these machines are concentrated, accessibility to the -
machines by minors during school hours, and the occurrence of public disturbances and petty
crimes in the vicinity of these machines. Between January 1, 1982 and March 31, 1982, the
Police Department issued 81 permits for MADs covering a total of 493 machines,
approximately 90% of which were video game machines.

In the 30-plus years since the Police Code provisions governing MADs were enacted, video
games have become readily available through other means, such as on personal mobile
devices and home-entertainment systems. Today, there are only two arcades operating in the
City permitted by the Entertainment Commission. Older-style arcade games such as pinball -
machines have become a niche novelty, diminishing public concerns about the secondary
effects of such devices in neighborhoods and reducing the need for such stringent restrictions
- on the location and operation of MADs. Also, since 1982, the Department of Electricity has
been eliminated and-the Department of Building Inspection has taken over its role, and the
Entertainment Commission has been established with permitting authority over MADs. This
legislation would bring the MAD permitting process in line with the Entertainment
Commission’s other permitting practices.

n:\Iegana\a52014\1400530\00945673.doc
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City Hall
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

July 16, 2014

File No. 140776

‘Sarah Jones

Environmental Review Officer
Planning Department

1650 Mission Street, 4™ Floor
San Francisco, CA 94103

Dear Ms. Jones:

On July 8, 2014, Supervisor Breed introduced the following substitute legislation:
File No. 140776
Ordinance aménding the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location
of, and lessen permitting requirements for, mechanical-amusement devices
and arcades, and remove obsolete Code provisions; and making

environmental findings.

This legislation is being transmitted to you. for environmental review.

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board

By: Andrea Ausbérry, Assistant Clerk
lLand Use & Economic Development Committee

Attachment

- Fad .
| Nof- dafursd 02~ @ fpre et odon
c:. Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning -
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning Cfm G:\-ULAQQN-”’/ %W\fr}
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City Hall
. Dr Carlion B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM'
CTO: . Jocelyn Kane, Executlve Director, Entertainment CommISSIon

Greg Suhr,-Chief, Police Department

FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development
 Committee, Board of Supervisors - .

DATE: July 23, 2014

SUBJECT: LEGIS_LATION INTRODUCED

The Board of Supervisors’.Land Use and Economic Development Committee has received the
foﬂowmq ‘proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Breed on .July 8, 2014:

File No 140776

‘Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location
of, and lessen permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices
and arcades, and remove obsolete Code provisions; and makmg
environmental fi ndmgs

If you have any addmonal comments or reporis to be included wnth the fite, please forward them
to me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Cariton B. Goodlett Place, San

Francisco, CA 94102.

c:  Crystal Stewart, Entertainment Commission
- Christine Fountain, Police Department



City Hall
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM

- TO: - Tom Hui, Director, Department of Building Inspection
Sonya Harris, Secretary, Building Inspection Commission

FROM: Andrea Aus'berfy, As'éista_ni- Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development
Committee, Board of Supervisors

DATE: July 23, 2014

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED

The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and .Economic Development Committee has
received the following legislation, introduced by Supervisor Breed on July 8, 2014:

File No. 14077 6

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location

of, and lessen permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices
- and arcades, and remove obsolete Code provisions; and making

environmental findings. .-
The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter Section D3.750-5 for
public hearing and recommendation. It is pending before the Land Use & Economic
Development Commlttee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your
response.

Please forward me the Commission’s recommendation and reports at the Board of
" Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francnsco CA
94102.

c. William Strawn, Department of Building Inspection
Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building Inspection



City Hall
Dr. Carlion B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco 94102-4689
Tel. No. 554-5184
Fax No. 554-5163
TDD/TTY No. 554-5227

BOARD of SUPERVISORS |

MEMORANDUM

TO: Regina Dick-Endrizzi, Director
Small Business Commission City Hall, Room 448

FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development
Committee, Board of Supervisors v :

DATE:  July 23, 2014

SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
Land Use and Economic Development Committee

The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Economic Development Committee has
received the following legislation, which is being referred to the Small Business
Commission for comment and recommendation. The Commission may provide any
response it deems appropnate within 12 days from the date of this referral.

File No. 140776

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location
of, and lessen permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices
and arcades, and remove obsolete Code provisions; and maklng
envnronmental findings.

Please return this cover sheet with the Commission’s response to me at the Board of
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA

94102.

AXXXERIRER KRRl kikrkkhkdkkidkdkidikikiihhhihkkir KEkdkhhkioklikrikiidokkdidekihkikickk ki

RESPONSE FROM SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION - Date:

No Comment
Recommendation Attached

Chairperson, Small Business Commission



Blackstone, Cammy

Matthew Henri FGW <matt@freegoldwatch.coms

Frem: : :
Sent: . Monday, February 10, 2014 1 36 PM
To: ' Blackstone, Cammy

Subject: Fwd: Letter of support.

Matt,
Heré is a letter of support:

To whom it may concerh,

1 am writing this letter to affirm my full support for the Free Gold Watch establishment to be
allowed to continue to operate their array of v1deo and pinball machines at thelr Iocatlon on

1767 Waller Street.

| am a professional currently employed at UCSF in a position of some import, and | very
much enjoy relaxing at Free Gold Watch on occasion after my often very busy

days. Furthermore, I have not nor have [ ever seen any elicit activities occurring during my
visits, and indeed | have made several new friends during these times. And | think it is
terrific that these sorts of arcades are making a mild comeback in SF and other Bay Area
localities as it can-give the younger generation a place to visit beyond _|US1Z staying at home

and ptaying games on a home system.

Please work with Free Gold Watch to allow them the necessary permits/ licenses/etc that
will be required so that they may remain open. : :

Thank you for your time.
Sincerely,

Jonathan Kéolpe



Dr. Louise Swainson, PhD
Asststant Professional Researcher
Division of Expetimental Medicine

Shippling Address:

1001 Potrero Averue .
Bullding 2, Skdh Floor, Room S0%
San Frandsco, CA 94110

Camplus Address:
Box 1234
San Francisco, CA 84143-1234

tek 415.206-8013
fax 415206-8081
louise, swainson@ucsf.edu

University of Californi:
San Francisco

Division of Experimental Medicine
Department of Medicine, San Fransisco General Hospital

_ .FeBruary 6% 20 14
. To whom this may concern,

I am writing in support of Free Gold Watch, located at 1767 Waller St,
San Francisco. As a pinball fan I have been aregnlar customer and visitor
at this arcade during the last year and have been delighted to watch the
space evolve into what is by far the best location in the city to enjoy my
hobby. There.is mowhere locally that has a collection of games as
‘expansive, diverse, or well maintained as FGW, and this 1ocat10n has
made a tremendous. conmbutlon to the commumty

FGW has encouraged a friendly and respectfu} atmosphere where all are

welcome, and ] have made many friénds there. I sincerely hope that FGW

will be given permission to remain open and continue to operate with its
" outstanding collection of games. It wonld be a sad loss to many people if

this were not to be the case.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Frete_

Dr. Louise Swainson




“To whom it may concern,

Free Gold Watch is a terriffic resource in the Upper Haight.. As a father, I've taken my» daughter
there to share my love of pinball and arcade games with her. It's great to have a clean, fun, safe
space that the whole family can enjoy pot far from our house Losing it would be a tragedy for

the commumty

Jon Drukman
Corona Heights

Deag City Hall,

As a 10-year resident and homeowner in the Cole Valley/Upper Haight neighborhood, I
respéctﬁﬂly urge you not to close or change Free Gold Watch. In a city with increasing tensions
over income disparity, real estate development, and a perceived divide between small, local
business and Silicon Valley giants, Free Gold Watch Tepresents premsely the type of business .
San Francisco needs to encourage. '

Aside from providing local businesses and organizations with quality screen printing, Free Gold
- Watch serves as a rare and vital social center for people all over the San Francisco. While I
suspect some seedy perceptions of arcades from the 70s and 80s may be bundled up in this
complaint against Free Gold Watch, they’re unfoundEd.' :

Pinball is one of the few affordable, casual, low—commltment social recreatlon opportunities in
the city. Whether you’re a tech executive catching the Google Bus just up Stanyan or a homeless
kid bumming change on Haight, two quarters grants you equal access to a little entertainment
and conversation. Regardless of age, status, income, ot race, all it takes is a little pocket change,
a set of electromc rules, and simple physics level and balance our stratified city.

'As we wait for MUNI, we stare into our phones. At coffee shops we work on our laptops. Bars
exclude the young and restaurants exclude the poor. Who does Free Gold Watch exclude? I have
met my neighbors, I have watched a small business thrive as others disappear. What justification
is there for punishing an enterprise so fundamentally good for the people of San Francisco?

Please free Free Gold Watch from the burden of this complaint;
Sincerely,

Eric Raymond

47 Carl St., San Francisco, CA 94117

(415) 794-7129
eric@ericraymond.com




Hello my name is Nate Robinson aid believe it or not Free Gold Watch Pinball Arcade helps me
be a better person. Playing pinball is a huge stress reliever and is the only competitive

e hobby/sport I bave ever joined a league in. That isn't completely ruined by people's ego's. Just

people doing what they enjoy with others with the same interest. Which builds culture and -
community that only exists at FGW in SF. Please help us keep the place that keeps are pinball
culture alive. . :

Nate Robinson

To the powers that be:

" | wanted to tell you why | think FreeGoldWatch is important. Having recently moved here from Boston, |
found myself in a predicament that many 30-semethings who uproot their lives to begin again in ’
another city find themselves in. It is difficuit for adults to ingratiate themselves into a community.
Arcades have always been a passion of mine, and due to Boston’s blue laws, it was incredibly hard to
find a community of like-minded individuals with whom | could share my hobby and passion. On my
sixth day as a California resident, my wife'and | swung by FreeGoldWatch, and was welcomed instantly
by Matt and the FreeGoldWatch team. | was able to subsequently join their spring pinball league night,
and my sense of San Francisco community has been strengthened immensely due to their efforts with
others who love pinbail. Without this venue, guite a few passionate people would not have this outlet to
express themselves, share ideas and experiences, and undergo communal bonding. We really have
FreeGoldWatch to thank for this, and would be at a huge loss without them. Please strongly consider
this testimonial, and thank you for your time.

-Russ Sweetser

To whom it may concern,

I have been a member of the SF pmball depar_tment league at free gold wal'ch since surnmer of
Jast year and a regular of the arcade since discovering it one weekend Wwalking around the haight,
I am proud to be a part of 2 happening and scene that for a tech town isnt in cyberspace. I have

met new friends and acquaintances i would have never known if not for FGW's existence. All of

our lives are richer because of the fun we share playing a game we love. FGW effects all of my
fellow league members lives in a deep and positive way and furthermore our communities and -
lives outside of it. As a city we must also consider FGW's rapidly growing reputation on a

. national and international pinball community level. And lastly, an actual pinball arcade is a rarity
in the 21st century so we must consider FGW something of an endangered species and as a city -

committed to éultural heritage we must accept the responsibility of preserving it as best we can. I
thank you for your time and sincere CODSldeIatIOD. regardmg this maﬁer

Yours truly,

Anthony Rocco

3018 mission st. Apt 39

SF CA 94110



To Whom it May Concern,

Free Gold Waich is an imporfant part of San Francfsco culture. Not only does it enhance the silk
screen - shirt and poster culture that is part of the roots of San Francisco it brings back the

historic culture of Pinball.

. Pinball is a culture not easily found across the country anymore. For San Francisco to have a
collection of machines for entertainment and that documents history beneﬁts the cities integrity

for a diverse and umque culture. _
~ Anestablishment such as Free Gold Watch is an important iﬁgrediént to ﬁis city.
Sincerely, : |

Dayid Hermanas

2130 Post Street #103
. SanFrancisco, CA 94115 -

To whom it may concern.

,My Name is Donny Gillies and I'm a local SF artist living in West Portal for the past 12 years.
'FGW has become an upper Haight and SF destination spot for myself and family and friends.

I also bring guests from out of town there to check out the print shop and play pinball when ever
I can.

Pinball is a fun, safe family pastime and is also something that brings unity amongst the
neighborhood and city for people of all race, language and cultures. Pinball at FGW is .
Something that allot of locals can share a common interest with and a great place to bring your

family. ,
That said we should be proud to have a place like this that ads to the vast dlversfry of our |

beautify city.

_Donny Gillies
SF, CA ,
02062014 .

- ‘http://www.dirtydonny.com
hitp.//dirtydonnyart.tumblr.corn/
hitp://'www.dirtydonnyart blogspot.com




Hi Matt, ' ’ : :

[ am writing to express how important FGW has become for me and others who | am
friends with. { live around the corner - about a five minute walk.

I moved to the city last year. 1 didn't know anyone. [ participated in a tourney one -
weekend last year and met Liarina and Mickey. We became friends and they
encouraged me fo frequent FGW. : ' -

Since then | have met well over fifty people through FGW and count 5-10 good
friendships as a result including Zac, Richard, Tony, John, Jody, Walther, Lianne and
yourself. | get together regularly with people | have met there and have also introduced
several of my friends to FGW and they have in turn participated in events such as the )
recent ladies tournament. | R
FGW has been instrumental in helping me make smooth transition to a new life and.
community. | visit several times a week. The friendships | have made and the enjoyment
| have and continue to experience there have been very important in my personal
growth and development, 3 :
I'am proud supporter of our local community and contribute significantly to.it through my
living expenses, personal and entertainment dollars. ' -
Its importance to me and many, many others should not be understated.

Sincerely, a : .-

Jay Goldlist

San Francisco, CA 94117
415/422-0411

Supervisor London Breed

District 5 _

City Hail , _
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
San Francisco, Ca 94102-4689 . -

Dear Supervisor Breed-:.

I am a longtime resident of the Haight Ashbury. | moved here 14 years ago and worked
for area non-profits.. | now work for Educational Access Television, where | operate 2 .
channels and produce content for television, film, radio and the web.

As a longtime Haight Ashbury resident, | have watched with fascination as the character
‘of the neighborhood has changed. 14 years ago most of the people you would see
around the neighborhood were hippies, gutter punks; tourists and low-key residents.
Gradually that mix has changed and now you most often see families and tech ind ustry
people who work from home or ride the large commuter buses to destinations south. |
myself have changed with the neighborhood, my partner of 17 years and | now have a 4
year old son. He has his own radio show with over 50 thousand listeners and he is



probably the most well-known kid arduhd the neighborhood_ Youj can listen to A Cup' of
- Coffee with Thomson anytime at hitp://whaddvagonnadoaboutit. podbean.com/. On
many episodes Thomson talks about our favorite place in the neighborhood- Free Gold

Watch.

Free Gold Watch started as a print shop, making very creative shirts and hoodies for -
businesses and for sale to the public. Eventually they began to put a few classic pinball
and video games in their Jocation on Waller St, and that's how my son and | discovered
them. Over the last year or so, they have added miore pinball machines and pinball
lovers like me have joined a league that plays there approximately every 2 weeks. This
has been a great opportunity for an overworked Mom Ilke me to get out of the house

and have some good clean fun.

On many Saturday or Sunday aftemoons my son and | go into Free Gold Watch and for
a few dollars we can have an afternoon of fun. There is rarely a large crowd there
except on league nights, so it's easy for my 4 year old to be a 4 year old without

- upsetting anyone. We see other families there, too; along with adults, anyone who just
enjoys playing games in a fun, relaxed atmosphere. Free Gold Wafch is a credit to the
neighborhood, a great place to have some fun that does not involve spending a lot of
money.on food or drink. In all my times being there, I've only once seen a problem- it
was an obviously drunk homeless person that came in and tried to play someone else’s
game. ! and anotherwoman asked him to leave repeatedly until he did. We handled it
well, the man didn’t even get upset and there was no need to call the police.

The owners and people who work there are friendly and helpful. They know my son,
husband and | and treat us with respect, the same way I've seen them treat everyone
who comes through their doors. [ feel certain that if any of their neighbors had concerns
about noise or anything else, the neighbors could speak to the owners and they would
listen and do their best to make this neighborhood spot a joy for everyone. -

Unfor‘tunately, 1 understand that one of Free Gold Watch’s neighbors filed a complaint
against them. | have ne idea what the particulars of the complaint are, but | wish | did. |
feel certain that whatever their concerns are, they can be addressed to everyone's
satisfaction. However, | have seen over the years many great places in San Francisco
closed because of 1 neighbor that complained incessantly. In San Francisco, the

squeaky wheel definitely gets the grease.

So... | plan on being a squeaky wheel, too. [ am a longtime resident of the
nelghborhood and Free Gold Waich is a reputable neighbor. They have done nothmg
but add to the attractiveness of the Haight Ashbury by providing inexpensive
entertainment. 1| have already spoken to many people about this awesome place and |
can easily use all of my media resources to fight to keep this place running. ifit's a
good place for a 4 year old to discover the joys of playing pinball (and Mrs. Pacman and
other video games), then it's good for the neighborhood. | hope that as the District 5
Supervisor that you will take a special interest in this situation. Please know that there
are MANY people that support Free Gold Watch. Perhaps you can act as a mediator



between this neighbor and this business, surely a meeting could smooth things over
and find a common ground that everyone can live with.

I would be happy to speak with you about this at your convenience. Perhaps you would
like to be a call-in guest on A Cup of Coffee with Thomson!! Have you ever been
interviewed by a 4 year old?! He doesn’t know much about pofitics yet, so | don't think
he would have any hard questions. | would also be happy to take you over to Free Gold
Watch and.treat you to a game of pinballl . You can reach me dunng business haurs at

_ Educatlonal Access Television- 415/239-3887. :

Thanks for reading, and thank you in-advance for keepmg the pinballs rolling!
Jody" Yvette ert

[ts easy to see Wha’[ is wrong Wlth the world, but.
whaddya gonna do about it?

http://iwww.whaddyagonnadoaboutit.com/

. Hello,

1 am writing in hopes to petition for Free Gold Watch. This is a wonderful family owned
business that really has something for everyone. Whether you are shopping in the Haight, or on
your way to the food trucks, Free Gold Watch is a great spot to stop and flip through the clothes
racks, admire some local art; or play a quick game of pinball. A cool arcade like this is '
quintessentially San Francisco, and 1s a great spot for a first date or entertaining your kids.

But this place is not just a store to stop at while one is in the neighborhood. It draws people into
the neighborhood from all around. ‘The popularity of pinball was waning since the mid 1990s,
but has been in a major upswing in the last 5 years and is quickly regaining a following, FGW .
has become a central player in this community, and brings players from around the state. I live
in San Francisco, but rarely went to the Haight until the shop gave me a reason to visit
regularly. This is where I learned how to play pinball! I have friends from around the bay area
who often drive into town to spend an afternoon playing here. Recently, I met 2 man 'who comes
all the way down from Reno once a month to play pinball in the bay area, and always makes
FGW his first stop. And when I was playing in southern California last month several people
had already heard of the shop and were asking about it.

The San Francisco pinball league just finished its first year. We ga’ther twice a month on
Wednesday evenings. This league is a great place to meet new people and make friends. There -
is a real sense of comfmunity in the league, and I have spent time outside of league with dozens

of people T have met there, _

With all that Free Gold Watch has to offer to San Francisco, the Haight nelghborhood, and to
pinball lovers everywhere, it deserves backmg from the city. The owners are very considerate



people who would gladly do what they could to make everyone happy. I plea that you allow this
business to continue to thrive. |

Ees_t Regards,
James Squires
318 3rd ave

SF,CA 94118

(510)299-8598

. Like the Musee Mechanique, Playland-Not-at-the-Beach and the Pacific Pinball Museuns, Free -
Gold Watch is dedicated to preserving the gameplay of the past. And there is no more important
place than the Bay Area, and San Francisco in particular, to preserve classic games, because this
is where the American video game industry took root and began to thrive.
San Francisco is the Hollywood of video games, with companies like Atari and SEGA paving the
way for modern game companies like Electronic Arts, Zynga and Square-Enix that all operate in
the Bay. Video games have a recent history, with a golden age that began not 40 years ago, but it
began in arcades like Free Gold Watch, which preserves the experience of classic games, before
there were home corsoles and smart phones. Not all arcades are museums, but Free Gold Watch
is - it's a museum of play, and San Francisco should be proud to host it, and work to preserve it.

Samuel Claiborn
Executive Editor, IGN.com
625 2nd St. 4th Floor

San Francisco, CA 94107 -
AIM: sjclaibomn

SIGN
About IGN: .

IGN, based out of San Francisco, is ranked as the world's #1 gaming site by independent tracking
service comScore, with a reach of 20,7 million nsers. IGN.com reaches more than 45 million
users across our desktop and mobile web sites and applications, providing reviews of video = -
games and coverage of the video game industry and gaming culture. ) -




Free Gold Watch provides an invaluable resource for the San Francisco community. It has
become a safe place on one of the worst blocks of:the Upper Haight for families and friends to
gather to enjoy wholesome video games and pinball. We have held find raising tournaments for
local charities, and hope to continue to be a positive influence in the neighbothood. Free Gold
Watch is one of only two remaining arcades in San F rancisco, the only other alternative are
games located in bars. It would be a terrible shame to Iose such a wonderful fixture of our great

city. S
MATT WILLMARTH

Lemme know what I can do to help! Not trying to lose what is undoubtedly the coolest place in
town. . ' '

Here is, my letter for SF in support of FGW:

Free Gold Watch is an important pinball location for San Francisco. ‘The bi-weekly league there
draws upwards.of 60 to 70 players on a regular basis to San Francisco. These playezs travel from
- all over the Bay Area and also from within the city. Many players buy food, drink and other
Items in nearby grocery stores. They also purchase meals in local San Francisco

restaurants. This results in extra business and tax dollars being spent within the city. As we all
know, the local economy and employment can always benefit from extra Iocal business
transactions and taxes. : :

‘The other benefit is as a social meeting place for pinball players. The typical social activity
would be going to a bar or mightclub. Free Gold Watch offers an alternative to the standard
activity. Bars and nightclubs can be dangerous, whereas Free Gold Watch offers a safe and fun
alternative for adults to socialize. Safe locations for adults to socialize should always be
encouraged and allowed to prosper within the city. ' )

John Lautmainn‘

FreeGoldWatch is one of the best things to happen to Sad Francisco in years. People visit from
all over the world, with lives steeped in pinball, and remark how extraordinary it is. Yes, there
are pinball machines from every era -- most considered collectors items - that anyone can play.
Yes, they are lovingly maintained beyond typical standards, and the room is artfully decorated.
Yes, it's a drug-free and alcohol-free building. But most of all it is the nucleus of a Stoart,
passionate, and friendly community. With zero marketing, each season our league membership



fills to capacity on start day. Every night we play, we are grouped with new people, and new
conversations and connections arise. We talk, we play pinball, and then we usually laugh at
ourselves. Losing FGW would be tragic for this burgeoning community that feels so true to --
and at home in -- San Francisco. FGW is an absolutely good thing. -

'J eremy Williams

~ To whomever it may concerm.

FreeGoldWatch has recently evolved into the premier spot for both casual, and
competitive pinball in San Francisco. Young and old, good and bad, everybody who
sets foot at this wonderland does so with good reason. The owner, Matt Henri, has
worked to create a safe, fun environment not only for the hardcore pinball player, -
but for families and casual players alike. To close down such a positive spot would
leave a permanent scar on the San Francisco city scape.

Personally, | organize a bi weekly pinball league, with over 80 members who use’ the
FGW facilities with tremendous success. We would have no alternative to FGW than to
go to'the Pinball Museum in Alameda, were FGW to shut down. We think San Francisco
need this pmball haven to stay open as long as pgssﬂ)le, because it fills a need in the:

City.
Sincerely,

~ Per Schwarzenberger
Commissioner, San Francisco Pinball Department
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SAN FRANCISCO CHILD ABUSE

PREVENTION CENTER

Februaty 13, 2014

San Francisco Bntettainment Comenission

City Hall, Room 453
1 D, Cadton B. Goodlett Place
San Francisco, CA 94102

uﬁﬁt Commissioneis: -

I'wiite in suppott of Free Gold Watch's application for Mechanical Amusernent -
Device, spcciﬁcaﬂy, pinball, at the location of 1767 Waller Street. Free Gold

Watch (FGW) is an active member of the business community and a tesponsive
neighbor. FGW's pinball operation enhances the vibrancy of the Waller '

Street corridor. We have not expenenced any conterns or problems with the

pinball operation since its inception. We agree with FGW's requested houts of :
operation from Monday, Tuesday, Friday 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.; Wednesday and -
Thutsday 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 pms; Saturday and Sunday 10:00 a.m. ta 7:00

-p.m. Should any future concetns arise with the operation of the pinball machines,

we would first work with FGW directly on resolution.

. P]ease let me know if I can provide any further mformauun, my contact

infortnation is knﬁe.a]bgghﬁ_@,gﬁg@o;g or 415 .213 7401.

Executive Ditector

I7E7 Miallar SHrest San BErancicen CA 84117 1T 418 AAR NAQL | & 418 TRA NARA | wnanm sfranr Aret | Tay Y #84-24.58Y72



To whom it-may concern, -
As a 61 year old retirie | have enjoyed pinball for decades
and was pleasently surprised by the arrival of pinball
- machines at 'Free Gold Watch'. As the fevival of pinball
hés grown | have witnessed it's popularity at this location.
From fathers with 3 year olds to senior citizens pinball
provides a low cost means of enter‘caihment'for young
people as well as a healthy and friend‘ly social
environment. -
For these reasons | support and encourage the
‘continuance of pinbaH at this location.

Yours truily,
Jeffrey Scott -
38448 f_ulton St.
S.F., ca. 94118



Rolf Skar
473 Frederick Street
San Francisco, CA 94117

\

February 13, 2014
A statement about Free Gold Watch:

I have fived at Shrader and Frederick for seven years. | love my neighborhoed, and don’t want to live -
anywhere else In San Francisco. : '

Free Gold Watch is one of the things | treasure most about the few blocks around my home. It’s quirky,
creative and fun. It’s the kind of thing that makes San Francisco different from other cities or suburbia.
it's also inclusive. Stop by Free Gold Wat¢ch on any given day and you'll see a cross-section of people:
from suited businessmen and hoodied hipsters to tourists taking a break from their rental bikes.

Plenty of kids too. It's great to see.girls and boys discover the simple pleasure of pinball alongside -
parents in a world where fewer and fewer children experience leisure activities without pixels. There is
something real about a pinball machine. It actually exists, and you have to leave the house to play it.
Many of the older machines offer kids a view into cultural histories they’'d otherwise never know,
Sometimes they’re playing machines their parents {or even grandparents) played years ago. Pretty neat.

Everyone is friendly and well- mannered Conhversations start easily because we're sharing somethlng a
game — and around that, community bunlds

| suspect the complaint against Free Gold Watch from someone in my neighborhaod is, in p'art, aresult
of a break-down of community. it’s all too easy to not know your neighbors these days. tt’s all too easy
to replace relationships and trust with suspicion and official complaints. if |.could, 'd move Free Gold
Watch into the building next to my apartment. They're respectful neighbors. Théy're not open late (1
often don’t make it back from work in time to plunk in a quarter and unwind). They’re not loud like the
bars or popular restaurants in the neighborhood. And, they're adding to, not taking away from, the
diverse sacial fabric of our community. '

I hope Free Gold Watch is a part of my neighborhood for a long time, and will do what | can to ensure it

is!

_Sincerely,

-

Rolf Skar



Hi Matt,

My pame is Elise and I live in the neighborhood. I've lived in the Haight for 5 years now. Ilove
Free Gold Watch so much! For so many reasons. One being, as a nonprofit worker livingina
changing (and ever expensive) San Francisco FGW is one of the only pieces of local
entertainment I can afford, -

Over the years I've watched faﬁcy coffee shop after fancy restavrant pop up on Haight Street
(Stanza, Sparrow, Second Act...). With anticipation, I check out each new spot- but then realize
"Oh, this must be for tourists or techies-- someone who can pay $4 for a cup of coffee or $15 for

a cheeseburger.”

. I'vebeen playing games at FGW for almost 2 years now. It's one of my favorité community

- spaces in the neighborhood. Something that recruits a diverse group of people that isn't steeped
in alcobol. In the changing culture of this city, FGW is a beacon of authenticity, community and -
group games. Plus, lets be honest-- you have the best maintained machines in the city of San

Francisco. '

It would be such a shame to lose this precious spot. Please let me know if there's anything I can
do to help keep it open. ’ B :

Here's hoping for a replay,

‘Elise Nabors
1650 Haight Street
828.216.0000

To Whom it May Concern:

Hello and Good Day. My name is Challisa Parisi and | am a member of the San Francisco Pinball
"Department. | have been a member of this wonderful pinball league since Season 1 and Day
1. Here follows a short story about my wonderful pinball family at Free (the) Gold Watch.

I moved to Northern Cali. to go to College at the Culinary Institute of America in St.

Helena. After graduation | decided to move to San Francisco. |.obtained 3 great job working for

Chef Michael Mina and Chef Berthold at RN74, located in your financial district. | spent about 6

months in the city before | started to feel lonely. Moved there alone and | had no friends or

family to relate to. Found a few favorite bars with pinball in them to visit after work-and on
“weekends. 1found myself drinking way too much and making a lot of bad choices. |needed

friends.. I needed people to talk to and rely on and have intelligent conversations with. One



" night | looked up my old Meetup Group profile and searched pinball. What do you know.. a

pinball meetup group next week. Hoorray!! | exclaimed, mostly because | actually had the day
off since it was mid-week. |took the bus down to upper haight and found this tiny hole in the
wall spot with about 30 men and a few pinball machines in it. | walked in not knowing anyone
and being very nervous. | walked up to what-appeared to be where you would check in. The
boys all seem to know each other and | felt like the odd one out, espeua[ly since | was the only
girl present at the moment. 1stood by the tounter for a brief moment. A wonderful man,
named Per S., said hi there and are you here for the pinball league. | said Well yes, | guess|
am. He explained how it worked and was very nice.and welcoming. I started to feel less

- nervous and more comfortable. Atthe start of theleague we always go through rules or let
others‘ speak to advertise any other pinball related information happening in the bay area and .

this night! got to introduce myselfto everyone. With a meek hiand a waive of my hand, ! said
hello.. to hear a wonderful hello back. | hadn't felt so welcomed by a group ina very long

time. We played the night through and then went and hung out for a bit afterwards at a local
tavern. | made some great friends that night, but little did | know it was just the beginning of
friendships with people who today are my mentors and best friends. Asthe season progressed
|, being a chef by trade, started to cook for league nights. Spinach artichcke dip, caokies, 7
layer bean dip and such. Every league night we had something different to eat and everyone
chipped in. Some people brought drinks, others, plates, others chips and such. We were
making a family out of our league, conviviality! As the season progressed | got to know some of
the best people.| had ever met in my life.” As most of them back then were men, you would

- think they would ook at a lone ladyas meat. Oh contraire my dears! They were honest and

helping and supportive and FRIENDS! At the end of the season my job had changed, new
management. | hadn't been home to Las Vegas in a few years. | decided to leave San Francisco
and return home. | was heart broken to leave everyone and thought | would never see them
again. Which | dreaded because they were the best friends { had ever made my entire life. |
have lived in 5 states, been to 4 or 5 countries and been bounced around my whole life. So
when | say the best friends | have made-my whole life | mean this out of experience! On the
last league night | made a beautiful 3 layer multi-flavor pinball machine cake. | created a
backglass image from 5 of the machines we had on site using a commgon theme. Forthe
playfield | used Space shuttle, which by conincidence was the last game played by the final two
in the Match to decided Season 1 league Winner. | put the finalists names on the playfield and
credited a special thanks to those who had made it possible for me to have such a wonderful
pinball family. At the awards ceremony, Per called me up.. for what | wasn't sure. He _
presented me with a very special S.F. Pinball Dept. Silver Fork award. Itis a wooden plague
with engraving, a silver fork with bow and my league Chip glued onto it. He also wrote a lovely
poem to read to me to say thank you for always cooking and such. It hangs on my wall right
now and is in view as | type this. That night, Shon( local operator and mentor) also gave me my
very first pinball, which was much heavier then | thought it would be and has been in my purse

- with me since. Matt (FGW owner), gave me a sweatshirt he had made for league to take with

me back to Las Vegas so that { would always remember them, like | would ever forget! My best
friend, Darren, who | met through this SF pinball family nicknamed me Pinball Dame. ! added
them all on Facebook and exchanged number with a few of them. | was sad to go.. but glad to
be back to Las Vegas. What I was shocked to see, and a first for me. Was that after | moved a



few of my league friends came to visit. We still constantly talk and I still, demand, not that |
have to, to recieve the league update emails. | return to SF quite often to visit all of these
people. | returned last season for the last league night and was welcomed with hugs and.love
and just darn welcomed! The people | met in the Bay area, solely due to being able to have
- such a wonderful pinball league are to this day my best friends, my mentors and those that
keep me on a path of achievement and away from failure and sadness. | learned so much from
all of them that when | moved home | started operating on pinball machines myself and
learning the trade. 1 now own 7 machines and have gotten two of them working. 1 can not do
this and could not do this if it wasn't for the help and mentoring of the whole league. You see it
Is not just one person. We are a family and everyone helps out! Everyone shares advice and
everyone shows support to everyone! There was no fighting or arguing or mean players. Just
wonderful people willing to share their experiences and knowledge. Now in season 3 the
league is up to 70 plus players. Which means we need to have the pinball machines
to accommodate this amount. By forcing us to reduce the amount of pinball machines on
property you will be forcing us to break.up our family. Asa league night takes 3 to 4 hoursto
complete with the machines we have on premisise. Many players will quit or go find other
teagues. It will seperate a good and positive family. We aren't meeting to ponder thoughts of
world domination or any other negative means. For the first time, at least in my life, there is a
"~ group of people from all walks of life. All ethnic backgrounds, all ages, sizes, male and female
and we all get a long and have a similar interest... In the Silver Ball we Trust! To seperate us by
forcing us to reduce the amount of joy (pinbail machines) we have on lecation will only be
tearing down what makes San-Francisco, San Francisco... CULTURE! Soon you will be limiting
the number of hikes aflowed in an area at a time, as it is no different for a bicycle group to
gather and ride or pet owners or chess players or a Nightclub! So Free the Gold Watch! Lets
come up with a way to work together. To keep our family together. To make San Francisco -
. stand out even more then it does as a place that is welcoming and supportive! To everyone no
matter their interest! Pinball is not a crime! Itisa gathering of like minded individuals who are

literally the most supportive people | have ever met.

~ Challisa Parisi
Pinball Dame

Please feel free to contact me at é.ny time at 7027389131 or by email at challisap@hotmail.com

Aloha - I saw an article today about Free Gold Watch needing help and I
just wanted to let you know my feelings on the matter. :

I found out about FGW about 5 months ago & it has provided me and my
son(single mom here) a great destination for our Sunday outings.

We are able to walk over from our house, play a few rounds of pinball in a



safe and clean environment (bathroom too - HUGE bonus) or have a few good
laughs over Frogger or Willow video games. I am able to share with him
games I enjoyed as a child and this brings me joy to no end. He even has a
few classmates he sees there with their parents. He just turned 8 on Feb
1st and he asked to bring a handful of friends to play pinball before we
walked them over to share his garden plot at the new community gardens -
right around the corner. ‘ - v : '
I can't express enough how much I love Free Gold Watch - the staff is
incredible, the pinball games are a blast from my past that I can share,-
- it's within walking distance from my home, and I would be so sad if they
were not able to provide this to me and my son. .
I hope I'haven't gnshed too much. Please let Free Gold Watch stay as is &
let my son enjoy pinball for as long as there is electricity to power those
© aWesome gares. i
Mahalo, ,

Rachel & Oscar Cohen

To whom it may concern: ) : S s
Free gold watch is a gem in the upper haight/cole valley neighborhood. As a three-year resident
of the neighborhood, I've been to free gold watch many times-and will continue to support this
great business. I'ny urging you not to shut down or change free gold watch in any way: °

- Phillip

To Whom It May Concern,

My name is Lianna vLo_pez and I am writing on behalf of Free Gold Watch. ' _
I have been a resident of the Bay Area for the last 5 years. I am an Early Childhood Educator at
Children's Day Schoq-l here in San Francisco. '

I discovered Free Gold Watch about a year ago, and it has been a safe haven for me during my
hectic work week. When I first arrived to one of the SF Pins League Nights I was greeted by 70
other pinball enthusiasts and was in awe of the space and the sense of cornmunity. Folks were
welcoming and the space was perfect! To have twenty plus pinball machines in pristine working
condition at one's fingertips is a DREAM COME TRUE! I am currently part of the SF Pins
League, and I have attended several tournaments that Free Gold Watch has hosted for world
pinball points, charity events and women only events (which are super rare in this field of
competitive play). ' . -

I rely on Free Gold Watch once-a week to be a space that is welcoming and warm as well as an
outlet to rélieve my work week's stress. It would be devastating to loose this space as a pinball
haven and a venue for cormunity events and gatherings.

I feel that Matt is extremely considerate and responsible individual who is dedicated to creating

and maintaining this space for us. .



1 appreciate your time and consideration.

Lianna M. Lopez
liannalopez{@gmail.com

To whom it may concern,

As a San Francisco resident and active pinball player I would like to express my strong support
for Free Gold Watch as a place for pinball in the city of San Francisco. .

Free Gold Watch is an important place for me personally as well as the local commumty Pinball
has expenenced a large resurgence in recent years as a hobby and competitive sport and it's an
important piece of distinctly American history. Free Gold Watch is one the only places in San
Francisco where adults and children alike can enjoy a wide range of machines from the 1960s to
the present. Most pinball machines in San Francisco are located in bars where Free Gold Watch

serves as one of the only family-friendly alteratives.

Addltlonally, Free Gold Watch serves to strengthen the local community by hosting a bi-weekly
pinball league and occasional tournaments that raises money for charities. These events bring
_people together that would not usually find themselves in the same place. At Free Gold Watch,
people as different as corporate vice presidents and school teachers get to-connect over their
common passion. {That's not an exaggeration; that's an actual example:) It's an openand
welcoming space, providing a clear value to an area otherwise defined by smoke shops and bars. '
T strongly support Free Gold Watch and hope that the shop owners will continue to be able to -
prowde entertainment and an mv1tu1g community space to others in the city and wider Bay Area' '

in the future.

Best Regards,
Andreas Haugstrup Pcdersen
San Francisco, CA

This is an open letter about Free G'old Watch Pinball.-

To whom this letter may concern. My name is Jeff Ponder. T am a local Haight Ashbury
resident and new Pinball player. I stumbled across Free Gold Watch on my way to do my
laundry one day and something special caught my attention. It was the voice of Jean Luc Picard
- of Star Trek the Next Generation. Being a Star trek fan I had to investigate and I found the voice

- coming out of this wonderfully bright, flashing, beautiful Pinball Machine. Luckily I had a few

quarters rattling around in my pockets and I played a game, and I was hooked. I started coming
-around every now and then and spend a few quarters on my days off when I would have
probably just stayed inside my house. I found my self looking up different machines at home



finding out the rules and other tricks on YouTube ‘Asking frequent questlons to other Pmball
players and staff fixing the machinés. I found out that a few of my co workers were also Pinball
players one being in his thitties and the other almost sixty. Even my friends Boss was in the
sarne league I joined shortly after discovering this hidden gem. I became a small scale Pinball
advocate telling everyone of my friends and new acquaintances that I was in a competitive
Pinball league and how I was progressing as a player. Quarters are no more one fourth-of a
~ dollar, they are now a couple of minutes playing as a Knight or a Solider and even a Doctor with
my tools a couple of flippers and some silver balls shooting across the play field. Free Gold
Waich is a inexpensive escape that especially in San Francisco is a welcome sight. The fact that
they have a number of different machmes makes all the difference! Usually the only place where
you can play a game is at a bar or movie theater that are both expensive and a bar not being kid
friendly. Losing this place as a Pinball Haven would be a true tragedy to the Upper Haight and
San Francisco in general. Theres is no place in San Francisco with this many machine to play on
* and thats Family friehdly as Free Gold Watch. Please keep this Pinball Palace in the ‘
‘Neighborhood! -

Thank you for your time
Jeff Ponder Pinball player -

Tp ‘Whom It May Concern:

I'm a pinball enthusiast living in the Lower Haight and I have been frequenting the Free Gold
Watch (FGW) for approximately a year now. The news that the operation of the FGW is
somehow being questioned came a shock and a surprise to me. This is because the FGW has
provided me with a community of like-minded people who share a common interest: the game of

pinball.

Pinball as a game has been gaining populanty all over the Bay Area. And there are very few
places, especially in the city, that cater to peaple who enjoy playing the game. Mostly, pinball
games are found in bars around the city. But because of misuse of the machines, and lack of
adequate maintenance, a lot of the those-games are not in proper working condition and not
much fun to play. And the good games in proper working condition are usually busy and there
can be substantial wait times. -

FGW has provided people like me a unique and welcoming place to go and indulge my interest
of purely playing pinball with my friends without having to deal with the bar atmosphere and
crowds. Itisthe ONLY place in the city that I can think of that provides this opportunity. There
are no strings attached and I'm not nudged to buy anything or spend any more money than I want
to spend on the games. And that is because the very intent of Matt and Leann is to provide such a
haven purely for the enjoyment of the game. They are both avid pinball players and that isa .
major reason why FGW is such a great place to go to. Towards this end, the machines at the
FGW are all kept in excellent working condition and ate always a pleasure to play. I cannot
remember a single time when I did not have fun playing pinball with my friends at the FGW.



Whenever I've been at FGW, I have not seen anyone misbehave or be loud in any way. Even
when there is a large group of us playing, there are no loud discussions or interactions. All the
people I have interacted with at FGW been very mellow and not aggressive or Ioud in any way.
There may be the occasional cheering for a high score on a game but its more on a personal level
than hke a group of people cheering (like at a game on TV at a bar for eg.).

Given the reasons stated above, I must say that the FGW has my full support in contmumg to be
the unique place that it is. It provides me and all the other avid pinballers in the city a very

-spe01al place to pursue our shared passion.
Thank you for your ﬁme and consideration.

" Anish Adalja,
Pinball Enthusiast-

Lower Haight, San Francisco.
Feh. 2014

Hi Matt,

1 don't think we've met but I've come into your store tn the past and wanted to voice my supp'ort
of Free Gold Watch in the neighborhood. I live only a few blocks away on Rivoli Street and
love poking my head in to see what you are up to. :

I think it's great to have a shop like yours that not only creates amazing, custom designed t-shirts
but also has a fun place to hang around. This is truly the spirit of what makes the Haight area So
" special. Tt's not smoke shops, retail chains or McDonald's. Tt's shops and owners like you that
make living in the area so cool. It's one of the reason's I've stayed in this neighborhood ever

since I moved to the city 8§ years ago.

Hope this letter of support is helpful. Tl niake sure to share on Twitter as well. Good luck!

Best,

Shane .

Shane Tobin

m: 415-317-1291

e: shane.tobin@gmail.com
www,twitter.com/shanetobin

Hello London,



I'm one your constituents in the Upper Haight and have lived here (upper and lower) for the last
8 years. B ‘

I'm writing you in support of a favorite local business, The Free Gold Watch that has received
some complaints and is in danger of having to remove what has become much loved -
(neighborhood pinball) or face legal reprimand. This place is not another head shop, itisa
uniquely interesting and fun locally owned business with a positive community influence. In my
mind we need to do everything we can to support them. : '

This situation depressingly reminds me of another neighborhood business (Bacon and Bacon)
that faced similar complaints from a faction of neighbors, was shutdown, went through political
hell and has yet to reopen in the Haight. ' o '

" Anything you can do to help resolve this situation without having to cause undue restrictions on
this Iocal business would be appreciated. ' '

A small few have managed to take away our bacon bouquets, please don't let them take our
pinball machjnes 100. - - ' :

Thanks for your help and hard work,
Steven Gemmen.

29A Downey St

Upper Haight, SF

I'm a 3 year resident of San Francisco, and have lived in the Upper Haight the whole time I've
lived here. I'm hard pressed to think of a business in the Upper Haight that offers an experience -
quite as awesome and unique as Free Gold Watch. I love pinball, consider myself a pinball
enthusiast, and even met my girlfriend on a pinball date, you could say I found love *in* .
pinball. So, for me, having a place so close to where I live offer pinball really makes me happy
to live there. I'm also a huge fan of the apparel Free Gold Watch offers, and have gifted quite a
number of their shirts to friends and family. Many of these people have since visited this
beautiful city, and I can't help but think the appeal of Free Gold Watch attributed to them coming
to visit. If anything, I implore whoever is reading this to come out to the Upper Haight some
Thursday afternoon, get a burrito from the Upper Haight Off The Grid, and go to Free Gold
Waich to play some Black Pyramid or Medieval Madness to see for yourself what Free Gold
Watch is bringing to our community. ) :

In support of Free Gold Watch,

" Brian Butz

404 Cole St.



. San Francisco, CA 94117
(708) 606 7927

Free Gold Watch is a great establishment and deserves its place in the neighborhood: Its
collection of pinball machines are well maintained and brings back memories of the many years
that these machines represent. I have also noticed families coming here to play the games. It
brings me back to simpler times when playing games was more interactive than just pressing

buttons and staring at a video screen.

-Randy Chung
San Francisco resident
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| SUPPORT FREE GOLD WATCH AND AM SIGNING THIS PETITIONTO ALLOW THEM

TO OPERATE PINBALL ARCADE MACHINES IN THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS.
| SUPPORT THIS FAMILY BUSINESS AND THE WHOLESOME FUN ENVIRONMENT
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1 SUPPORT FREE GOLD WATCH AND AM SIGNING THIS PETITION TO ALLOW THEM |

TO OPERATE PINBALL ARCADE MACHINES IN THEIR PLACE OF BUSINESS.
" SUPPORT THIS FAMILY BUSINESS AND THE WHOLESOME FUN ENVIRONMENT
| THEY BRING TO THIS COMMUNITY OF THE UPPER HAIGHT DISTRICT OF
' SANFRANCISCO.
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. (4077 6
Ausberry, Andrea

From: Francesca.Gessner@sfgov.org

Sent: Monday, July 14, 2014 12:16 PM

To: Ausberry, Andrea |

Cc: ' Power, Andres; Johnston, Conor (BOS)
Subject: RE: Arcade leg to LU 7/21 ‘
Hi Andrea,

There's no new fees. The reference to Section 2.26 of the Police Code is just makin‘g it more clear that this is the filing fee
that applies to these permits. The Entertainment Commission already applies the filing fee in Section 2.26 to these
permits. And the filing fee amount is not changing. Please let me know if you need anything else. Thanks.

SEC. 2.26 SCHEDULE OF PERMITS AND SERVICES; FILING AND SERVICE FEES.
The following filing fees, payable in advance to the City and County of San Francisco, are required when
submitting applications for permits to the Police Department or Entertainment Commission:

TYPE OF PERMIT FILING FEE

Permit Amendment ‘ $ 261
Permit Renewal (unless otherwise specified) . - 605
Amusement Park 0
Auto Wrecker S 1,085
Ball or Ring Throwing Games - 0
Balloon and Kite Advertising - 67
Billiard Parlor . 456
Bingo Games . o ' 261
Charitable Organizations - Certificate of Registration '
Sales Solicitations - 132
Non-Sales Solicitations o 101
Document Copies _ - 25
ID Card | 25
Circus o ' 0
Closing-Out Sale o ‘ 439 .
Commercial Parking (garage or lot) ' 762
Dance Hall Keeper ' 1,401
Amendment to Permit : 660
- One Night Dance | | | 40
Dealer in Firearms and/or Ammunition . 1,295
- Renewal : ' ' 370
Discharge of Cannon . o : 646
Driverless Auto Rental , - - 1,055
Encounter Studio I
Owner 7 ' , 903

Employee' - 251



Escort Service

Owner '
Employee

Extended Hours Permit -

- Amendment to Permit
Fortuneteller

Funeral Procession Escort
Insignia and Uniform

" General Soliciting Agent -
Itinerant Show

Itinerant Show/Nonprofit
[Fee set by Police Code Section 1017.2]

Junk Dealer

991
379
1,500
660
67
379

0

252
680

100

Junk Dealer operating within or in conjunction with a junk yard 1,358

Junk Dealer operating without a junk yard
- Licensed Tour Guide
Owner - Buses
Owner - Other Motorized Vehicles
Owner - Bicycle/Segway/Other Mechanism
Owner - Walking ' -
Employee '
Limited Live Performance
Amendment to Permit
Loudspeaker
Vehicle
Masked Ball
Massage Establishment
Masseur/Masseuse
Trainee
Mechanical Amusement Devices
Mechanical Contrivance
Miniature Golf Course
Mobile Caterer
Additional Stop
Assistant
Transfer of Stop
"~ Museum _
Nude Models in Public Photographic Studio
Owner :
.Employee
Off-Heliport Landing Site
One Time Event

768

990
705
490
395
116
385
129
416
416
779
1,684
202
202
568
568
595
1,092
257
320
820
645

877
251
667
255



Outcall Massage 7 462

Pawnbroker - 939
Peddler , _

Food for Human Consumption ' 824
Nonfood : ' - 519
Employee ' 163
Pedicab Driver o 168
Pedicab Owner ' ' _
First Pedicab | | 453
Each Additional Pedicab ' 163
Photographer, Public Place : -

Owner : 644
Solicitor : o 421
Photographic Solicitor ' :

Owner ' ‘ 644
Employee : 230
Place of Entertainment ' 1,500
Amendment to Permit S 660
Poker - 1,259
Amendment to Permit - 257
Public Bathhouse ' 1,122
'Public Outcry Sales 1,151
Recreational Equipment Vendor 408
Rodeo Exhibition/Wild West Show | 651
Second Hand Dealer ‘ : . 200
Second Hand Dealer, Auto Accessories : 1,091
Shooting Gallery 899
Skating Rink o | 709
Tow Car Driver ' : 579
Tow Car Firm - , 1,028
Trade-In Dealer ' 1,055
Valet Parking ' ‘

Fixed Location _ . 899
Annual Special Event 899
Vehicle for Hire, Nonmotorized _ - 981
Adpvertising and notices ' ' : 168
Backgrounds ‘ 67
Fingerprints . 98

(Amended by Ord. 467-86, App. 12/5/86; Ord. 382-91, App. 10/28/91; Ord. 309-93, App. 10/5/93; Ord. 238-96, -
. App. 6/11/96; Ord. 63-97, App. 3/6/97; Ord. 150-02, File No. 021071, App. 7/12/2002; Ord. 164-02, File No.
020783, App. 7/26/2002; Ord. 196-03, File No. 021948, App. 8/1/2003; Ord. 262-04, File No. 041148, App.
» 3 ‘ :



11/4/2004; Ord. 193-05, File No. 051027, App. 7/29/2005; Ord. 239-09, File No. 080323, App. 11/20/2009;
Ord. 86-10, File No. 100008, App. 4/30/2010; Ord. 171-10, File No. 100709, App. 7/23/2010; Ord. 219-10, File
No. 100639, App. 8/12/2010; Ord. 172-11, File No. 110506, App. 9/12/2011, Eff. 10/12/2011; Ord. 166-12,
File No. 120597, App. 7/27/2012, Eff. 8/26/2012; Ord. 196-12 , File No. 120671, App. 9/24/2012, Eff.

" 10/24/2012; Ord. 2-13 , File No. 120434, App.1/24/2013, Eff. 2/23/2013)

Francesca Gessner, Deputy City Attorney

Office of the City Attorney, General Government Team
City and County of San Francisco

City Hall, Room 234

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, CA 94102-4682

Telephone 415-564-4762

Facsimile 415-554-4699
Francesca.Gessner@sfgov.org

CONFIDENTIAL COMMUNICATION
This message is subject to an attorney-client privilege and/or aftorney work product privilege and must not be disclosed.

If you received this e-mail inadvertently, please permanently delete it.

From: 'Ausberry, Andrea" <andrea. ausbeny@sfgov org>

To: "Johnston, Conor (BOS)" <conor.johnston@sfgov.org>, "Gessner Francesca (CAT)" <francesca.gessner@sfgov. urg>
Cc: "Power, Andres” <andres.power@sfgov.org>

Date: 07/14/2014 12:11 PM

Subject: RE: Arcade leg to LU 7/21

Conor/Francesca,

The Planning Commission should respond with its recommendation/resolution -before the item is heard in Land Use, but if the
Planning Code is to be removed. | need to clarify a fee section in the legislation.

Francesca- | am frying to determine whether the attached legislation requires a fee ad according to Page 6, Line 2. Can you please
provide which Code, Section 2.26 is referring? -

Thank gou

Andrea G, Ausberry

Assistant Clerk

Land Use and Economic Development Comm|ttee
San Francisco Board of Supervisors

Office 415.554.4442
Website | http llwww.sfbos.,org/

&> : .
#: Click here to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form.

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since Aug‘ust 1998.

Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be redacted.
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Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the Board of
Supervisors and its committees. Al written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office regarding
pending legislation or hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does
not redact any information from these submissions. This means that personal information—including names, phone numbers,
addresses and similar information that @ member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees—may appear on the
Board of Supervisors website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy.

From: Johnston, Conor (BOS)
Sent: Monday, July 14, 2014 10:54 AM

To: Ausberry, Andrea
Cc: Power, Andres; Gessner, Francesca (CAT)

Subject: Arcade leg to LU 7/21
Hi Andrea,

Are there any special noticing requirements for this legislation, or can it go to'tU on 7/21. Pres. Chlu waived the 30 day. And we will
be removmg the part that deals with the Planning Code. -

"It does address an existing permit and fee structure, but it does not increase those fees. In fact, it makes the whole process less
restrictive and less likely to incur fees.

[Police, Planning Codes - Regulating Mechanical Amusement Devices and Arcades]

140776

Sponsors: Breed; Wiener ' :
Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location of, and lessen
permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices and arcades and remove
obsolete Code provisions; amending the Planning Code to permit arcades in the Haight
Neighborhood Commercial District; and making environmental findings, and findings of
consistency with the General-Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code; Section-
101.1. ASSIGNED to.Land Use and Economic Development Committee. :

Conor J ohnston.
Office of Supervisor London Breed
415-554-6783

Sign up for Supervisor Breed's Newsletter here
or visit www.londonbreed.org
[attachment "140776.pdf" deleted by Francesca Gessner/CTYA'IT]
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Member, Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco

District 8
SCOTT WIENER
e
DATE: July 24%, 2014 | § =
TO: Angela Calvillo . NS
' ' Clerk of the Board of Supervisors =

FROM: Supervisor Scott Wiener : =
Chairperson, Land Use and oMic Development Committee ; ;

RE: Land Use and Economic Dcvelopment Committee -
COMMITTEE REPORT

Pursuantto Board Rule 4.20, as Chair of the Land Use and Economic Development Committee, I have
deemed the following matter is of an urgent nature and request it be considered by the full Board on
Tuesday, July 29%, 2014, as a Committee Report:

140776 Police Code — Regulating Mechamical Amusement Devices and Arcades

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location of, and lessen
permitting requirements for, mechanical amusement devices and arcades, and remove
obsolete Code provisions; and making environmental findings.

This matter will be heard in the Land Use and Economic Development Committee on Monday, July 28ﬂ’,
2014, at 1:30 p.m. . o

City Hall = 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place * Room 244 * San Francisco, California 94102-4689 « (415) 554-6968
Fax (415) 554-6909 « TDD/TTY (415) 554-5227 « E-mail: Scott, Wiener@sfgov.org



Introduction Form
By a Member of the Board of §upemsgrs or the Mayor

I hereby submit the follbwing item for introduction (select only one):

Time stamp
or meeting date

[l 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion, or Charter Amendment)

[T 2.Requestfor nexf printed agenda Without Reference to Committee.
[0 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.i
0O a4 Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires"
1 5. City Attomey request. .
[0 6.CallFileNo. | . : ' from Comnuttee
O 7 Budget Analyst request (attach written motion),
.8. Substitute Legislation File No. f 7ty
] 9. Reactivate File No. | '
[ 10. Quesﬁon(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearancefbefore the BOS on |
Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:
1 Small Business Commission O Youth Commission | Ethics Commission
[ Planning Comnussmn [] Building Inspection Commission

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative Form.

Sponsor(s). '

Breed; Wiener

Subject:

Police Code - Regulating Mechanical Amusement Devices and Arcades

The text is listed below or attached:

- |findings.

Ordinance amending the Police Code to reduce restrictions on the location of, and lessen permitting req; 1ents for,
mechanical amusement devices and arcades, and remove obsolete Code ﬁowsmns an/l-:sakmg envuonF:Fal

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor:

e~

- For Clerk's Use Only:

o ——
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