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SFDPH Fully Supports PrEP as an effective 
HIV Prevention Strategy in San Francisco 

 
• SFDPH experts in HIV prevention, 

treatment, research and 
epidemiology  are providing 
leadership in PrEP 
 

• SFDPH provides PrEP to its patients, 
and is committed to removing 
access barriers to all San 
Franciscans at risk for HIV 



San Francisco and SFDPH PrEP Strengths 

• iPrEX led by Dr. Bob Grant 
of UCSF was the first study 
to show PrEP was effective 
at reducing HIV infections in 
MSM and transfemales 
 

• SFDPH was the first U.S. 
research site for iPrEX  
 

• SFDPH enrolled more 
participants than any other 
U.S. site 

 



San Francisco City Clinic 
Enrolled 300 of  

500 participants nationwide 

SFDPH Continued Leadership in PrEP: 
Demo Project 

Also: Miami Dade County STD Clinic 
Whitman Walker Clinic (Wash DC) 



San Francisco leads along the 
Continuum of HIV Care and Prevention 

20.0% 

77.0% 

28.0% 

6.3% 

89.0% 

68.0% 

0.0%

10.0%

20.0%

30.0%

40.0%

50.0%

60.0%

70.0%

80.0%

90.0%

100.0%

Undiagnosed HIV
infection

Linked to care in 3
months

Virally suppressed
at 12 months

U.S.

San Francisco

Sources: CDC MMWR 2011; SFDPH HIV Surveillance (data among persons diagnosed in 2012) 



2010: San Francisco Recommends Treatment be 
offered to anyone diagnosed with HIV 

• First in the United States 

• Joint recommendation of SFGH 
Ward 86 (UCSF Positive Health 
Program) and SFDPH 

• Offer regardless of CD4 count 

• Decision to start treatment made 
by the individual in conjunction 
with the provider 

• SF was two years ahead of national 
guidelines 

http://www.sfdph.org/dph/default.asp
http://www.sfdph.org/dph/default.asp
http://www.sfdph.org/dph/default.asp


Layers of HIV Prevention for all 
infected or at risk in San Francisco 

Condoms and Reducing 
number of partners 

HIV Testing and Treatment 

PrEP 

Behavioral Health 

STD screening and treatment 

Syringe access 



San Francisco is Seeing Signs of Success in 
Our Fight Against HIV 
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Getting to Zero in San Francisco 

• Zero HIV Infections 

• Zero HIV-associated Deaths 

• Zero HIV stigma 

Collective impact approach:  
Leadership from UCSF, SFDPH, Community-based HIV 
Service Providers, activists and key thought leaders, Private 
Medical Providers 



Getting to Zero in San Francisco 

PrEP is a Key Strategy: 

• Comprehensive PrEP Training and Support for Clinical 
Providers 

• Resources and assistance for potential users of PrEP 

• Developing key metrics for PrEP 

 

 

 



Health Reform Furthers PrEP Access  
in San Francisco 

SF Health Insurance Enrollment 
under the Affordable Care Act 

Covered California 
(Oct 2013-Mar 2014) 

40,825 

Medi-Cal 
(Oct 2013-Jun 2014) 

46,924 

TOTAL 87,749 

• ~90,000 San Franciscans have 
enrolled in health insurance under 
the Affordable Care Act 
 

• Many insurers cover PrEP, 
including: 
• Medi-Cal 
• Kaiser Permanente  
• Anthem Blue Cross 
• United Health Care  
• Aetna  



SFDPH Recommends PrEP for those at 
Highest Risk for HIV in San Francisco 

• Gay and bisexual men 

• Other men who have sex with men 

• Transfemales who have sex with men 

 

• Others at potential risk may be offered PrEP in 
discussion with their clinical provider 



SFDPH Supports PrEP 
• Access for our Patients 

– Provides access to PrEP for patients 
– Providers will have access to training 

and consultation resources, including 
from SFGH Ward 86 (UCSF Positive 
Health Program) and SFDPH Population 
Health 

• Access for the Uninsured 
– Covers PrEP for uninsured San 

Franciscans  enrolled in SFDPH 
supported medical homes  

– Participants in non-SFDPH supported 
medical homes work with primary care 
providers to access PrEP via plan 
coverage or manufacturer’s medication 
assistance program 
 



SFDPH Supports PrEP 

• Access for All San Franciscans at Risk 
– Will develop training resources for all SF 

providers including San Francisco Health 
Network 

– Continuing to provide access at City 
Clinic via links to insurance and primary 
care 

– Supporting community education and 
resources 

– Continuing PrEP assessment and 
implementation research 

– Assessing SF metrics for PrEP 
– Fact Sheet at www. SFDPH.org 



THANK YOU! 
Questions? 


