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FILE NO. 150195 RESOLUTION NO.

[Supporting California Senate Bill 277 (Pan) - Repealihg the Personal Belief Exemption for
Vaccines] A
Resolution supporting California Senate Bill 277, introduced by Senator Pan, repealing

the personal belief exemption for vaccines.

WHEREAS, Proper vaccinations have led to the elimination or near elimination of
diseases, including smallpox, measles and chicken pox; and -

WHEREAS, Ensuring proper vaccinations leads to herd immunity, which means that if
a majority of people in a community are vaccinated, then someone who can’t be vaccinated is
less likely to get sick; and | |

WHEREAS, Scientific consensus is widely supportive of fhe importance and safety of
vaccines and studies stating otherwise have been scientifically discredited; and

WHEREAS, In 1978, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention set a goal to
eliminate measles by 1982 and though this goal was not met, the use of the measles vaccine
reduced the number of measles cases by 80% in that time period; and

WHEREAS, Due to a sustained vaccination program, Measles was declared eliminated
from the United States in 2000, which means it is no longer native to the United States,
though it can be brought in and spread by international travelers; and

WHEREAS, Under currerjt California law, all children must be vaccinated for many
diseases, including measles, with exemptions granted for medical reasons, religious beliefs,
and befsonal beliefs; and ‘

WHEREAS, California is one of only 19 states to grant exemptions baéed on personal

belief; and
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WHEREAS, From 2000 to 2014, the rate of California parents requesting personal
belief exemptions from vaccinations tripled to one in every 40 kids; and _ ‘

WHEREAS, In December 2014, according to the Center for Disease Control, Califor-nia
began experiencing a large 6utbreak of measles when at least 40 people who visited or
worked at Disneyland contracted measles; and

WHEREAS, Measles infections have risen to infect at least 123 Californians in 12
éountieé; and |

WHEREAS, State Senator Richard Pan, élong with co-authrs Senator Ben Allen and
Assemblymember Lorena Gonzalez, introduced SB 277, which will require that only children
who have been immunized for specific diseases; including measles, be admitted to school in
California; now, therefore, be it |

RESOLVED, That the City and County of San Francisco strongly supports Senate Bill
277 repealing the personal belief exemption for vaccines; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the City and County of San Francisco is in support of
achieving and maintaining high vaccination levels for all children, unless they h'ave medical

reasons not to be vaccinated.
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SENATE BILL " No. 277

~ Introduced by Senators Pan and Allen
(Principal coauthor: Assembly Member Gonzalez)
(Coauthors: Senators Beall, Block, De Leén, Hall, Hertzberg, Hill, Jackson, Leno,
McGuire, Mitchell, Stone, Wieckowski, and Wolk)
(Coauthors: Assembly Members Baker, Chiu, Cooper, Low, McCarty, Nazarian, Rendon,
Mark Stone, and Wood)

February 19, 2015

An act to add Section 48980.5 to the Education Code, and to amend Section 120325
of, and to repeal and add Section 120365 of, the Health and Safety Code, relating to
public health.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

SB 277, as introduced, Pan. Public health: vaccinations.

(1) Existing law prohibits the governing authority of a school or other institution from
unconditionally admitting any person as a pupil of any public or private elementary or
secondary school, child care center, day nursery, nursery school, family day care home,
or development center, unless prior to his or her admission to that institution he or she
has been fully immunized against various diseases, including measles, mumps, and
pertussis, subject to any specific age criteria. Existing law authorizes an exemption from
those provisions for medical reasons or because of personal behefs if specified forms
are submitted to the governing authority.

This bill would eliminate the exemption from immunization based upon personal
beliefs. The bill would make conforming changes to related provisions.

(2) Existing law requires the governing board of a school district, at the beginning of
the first semester or quarter of the regular school term, to make certain notifications to
parents or guardians of minor pupils including, among others, specified rights and

. responsibilities of a parent or guardian and specified school district policies and
procedures.

This bill would require the governing board of a school district to also mclude in the
notifications provided to parents or guardians of minor pupils at the beginning of the
regular school term the immunization rates for the school in which a pupil is enrolled for
each required immunization. By requiring school districts to notify parents or guardians
of school immunization rates, the bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

(3) The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and
school districts for certain costs mandated by the state. Statutory provisions establish
procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that, if the Commission on State Mandates determines that the
bill contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement for those costs shall be made
pursuant to these statutory provisions.

Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes. State- mandated local
program: yes.

The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

P2 1 SECTION 1.
Section 48980.5 is added to the Education Code,
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2 to read:
3 48980.,5.
The notification required pursuant to Section 48980
4 shall also include the immunization rates for the school in which
5 a pupil is enrolled for each of the immunizations required pursuant -
6 to Section 120335 of the Health and Safety Code.
7 SEC. 2.
Section 120325 of the Health and Safety Code is
8 amended to read:
9 120325.

In enacting this chapter, but excluding Section 120380,
10 and in enacting Sectiohs 120400, 120405, 120410, and 120415, it
11 is the intent of the Legislature to provide:
12 (a) A means for the eventual achievement of total |mmun|zat|on
13 of appropriate age groups against the following ChlldhOOd diseases:
14 (1) Diphtheria. :
15 (2) Hepatitis B.
16 (3) Haemophilus influenzae type b.
17 (4) Measles.
18 (5) Mumps.
19 (6) Pertussis (whooping cough).
P3 1 (7) Poliomyelitis.
2 (8) Rubella.
3 (9) Tetanus.
4 (10) Varicella (chickenpox).
5 " (11) Any other disease deemed appropriate by the department,
6 taking into consideration the recommendations of the Advisory
7 Committee on Immunization Practices of. the United States
8 Department of Health and Human Services, the American Academy
9 of Pediatrics, and the American Academy of Family Physicians.
10 (b) That the persons required to be immunized be allowed to
11 obtain immunizations from whatever medical source they so desire,
12 subject only to the condition that the immunization be performed
13 in accordance with the regulations of the department and that a
14 record of the immunization is made in accordance wnth the
15 regulations.
16 (c) Exemptions from immunization for medical reasons-es
17 i
18
19
20

(d) For the keeping of adequate records of immunization so that
health departments, schools, and other institutions, parents or
guardians, and the persons immunized will be able to ascertain

21 that a child is fully or only partially immunized, and so that
22 appropriate public agencies will be able to ascertain the

23 immunization needs of groups of children in schools or other
24 institutions.
25 (e) Incentives to public health authorities to design irnnovative
26 and creative programs that will promote and achieve full and timely
27 immunization of children.
28 SEC. 3. _
Section 120365 of the Health and Safety Code is
29 repealed.
30 120365—

(a1 it : T red
31 fo - rmissiont hool therinstitution-listedin-Secki
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6 - ovid eati t to Section-3502-1-of the-Busi
7  and-Professions—Coder
3 ie-physiei : . ,
9 5E|} Hhie T .l‘.Al.'E'f!“’L Han-anersarg ase ;
10 5y A thie doct be-is-authorized-to-furmis! l
11 I I kysicl l i - y
12 Seetion-3640:5-of the-Business-and-Professions-Coder :
13 (6} (entialed-schos! : : ibod-in Section49426
14  ef-theFEducation-Coder
15 SEC. 4.
Section 120365 is added to the Health and Safety Code, .
16 to read:
17 120365.
(a) Immunization of a person shall not be required
18  for admission to a school or other institution listed in Section
19 120335 if the parent or guardian or adult who has assumed
20  responsibility for his or her care and custody in the case of a minor,
21 or the person seeking admission if an emancipated minor, files
22 with the governing authority a letter or affidavit that documents
23 which immunizations required by Section 120355 have been given
24 and which immunizations have not been given pursuant to an
25 exemption from immunization for medical reasons.
26 (b) When there is good cause to believe that the person has been
27 exposed to one of the communicable diseases listed in subdivision
28 (a) of Section 120325, that person may be temporarily excluded
29  from the school or institution until the local health officer is
30 satisfied that the person is no longer at risk of developing the
31 disease.
32 SEC. b.
If the Commission on State Mandates determines that
33 this act contains costs mandated by the state, reimbursement to
34 local agencies and school districts for those costs shall be made
35 pursuant to Part 7 (commencing with Section 17500) of Division
36 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code.
CORRECTIONS:
Heading--Line 4.
0
Corrected 2-20-15—See last page. ' 99
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Resolution SB 277 Repeal of Personal Belief Exemptions

Proper vaccinations has led to the elimination or near eliminations of diseases,

including smallpox, measles and chicken pox

Ensuring proper vaccinations leads to herd immunity, which means that if a
majority of people in a community are vaccinated, then someone who can’t be

vaccinated for medical reasons is less likely to get sick

1978 -- Center for Disease Control set a goal to eliminate measles by 1982
Though that goal was not met, the use of the measles vaccine reduced the

number of cases by 80% in that time period

By 2000, Measles was declared eliminated -- means no longer native to the

United States, though it can be brought in and spread by international travelers

However, in December 2014, according to the Center for Disease Control,
California began experiencing a large outbreak of measles when at least 40
people who visited or worked at Disneyland contracted measles.

- Counts are rising — over 120 infected Californians.
Under current California law, children must be vaccinated for many diseases,

including measles, with exemptions granted for medical reasons, religious beliefs,

and personal beliefs ' ‘
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California - one of only 19 states to grant exemptions based on personal belief

From 2000 to 2014, the rate of California parents requesting personal belief

exemptions from vaccinations tripled to one in every 40 kids

State Senator Richard Pan has introduced Senate Bill 277, which will strike the

personal belief exemption
Resolution in support of SB 277

Need to move forward, not backward, in our fight against the spread of disease
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Introduction Form

By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor

Time stamp

. I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): - or meeting date

] 1. For reference to Committee.

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment.

X

2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee.

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee.

4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor _ inquires"

5. City Attorney request.
6. Call File No. from Committee.

7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion).

8. Substitute Legislation File No.

9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion).

10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole.

O oOoo0o0oo0oo0ooo o

11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on

Please check the appropriate boxes.' The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following:
1 - Small Business Commission [[1 Youth Commission [ Ethics Commission

[] Planning Commission N 'Building Inspection Commission
Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative

Sponsor(s):

Wiener

Subject:

Resolution in Support of California Senate Bill 277 Repealing the Personal Belief Exemption for Vaccines

The text is listed below or attached:

Resolution supporting California Senate Bill 277 repealing the Personal Belief Exemption for Vaccines.

] W

Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: | ‘ U (W |
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