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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 ORDINANCE NO. 

[Transportation, Police, Administrative, and Business and Tax Regulations Codes - Motor 
Vehicles for Hire] · 

Ordinance CJ.mending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's 

authority to designate staff to enforce parking laws; grant the Municipal Transportation 

Agency authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to enforcement of . 

motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi 

without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 

taximeter; and making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to 

refuse to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections governing 

motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax Regulations and 

Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle for 

hire permits. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times }lew Romai1 font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks {* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

19 Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

20 Section 1. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 1, is hereby amended by 

21 adding Section 1.4, and renumbering existing Section 1.4 to become Section 1.5, as follows: 

22 SEC. 1.4. TRANSFER OF REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER MOTOR VEHICLES FOR 

23 HIRE TO MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY. 

24 

25 
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1 Pursuant to Ordinance .303-08, the City has abolished the Taxi Commission and transferred the 

2 functions, powers, and duties ofthe Taxi Commission to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 

3 Agency, pursuant to authority granted in Charter Section BA.IOI. 

4 SEC. 1.51:.4. SEVERABILITY. 

5 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Division I is for any 

6 reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remai,ning 

7 portions of this Code. The Board of Supervisors declares that it would have passed this Code 

8 and each article, section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase of this Code, irrespective 

9 of the fact that any one or more articles, sections, subsections, sentences, clause or phrase 

1 O may be declared unconstitutional. 

11 Section 2. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 3, is hereby amended by 

12 revising Section 3.1, as follows: . 

13 SEC. 3.1. POLICE COMMISSION REGULATION OF TRAFFIC; CIVILIAN 

14 EMPLOYEES AUTHORIZED TO ENFORCE PARKING REGULATIONS. 

15 (a) The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to direct, control, divert and regulate all 

16 traffic by means of Police Officers or persons designated as special police officers limited to 

17 the contra.I and direction of traffic by the Chief of Police pursuant to Section 4.127 of the 

18 Charter for the exclusive or main purpose of enforcing the provisions of Division 11 of the 

19 Vehicle Code, the issuance of citations for the violation of this Code, Article 12 of the Police 

. 20 Code, or the Vehicle Code, and the emergency use of temporary signs and devices. 

21 (b) . Any Police Officer, Parking Control Officer, or ,other SF MT A employee 

22 authorized to enforce parking laws may issue citations to or authorize the removal of any 

23 vehicle that is Parked in the street, on Public Property or in a Municipal Parking FaciHty, in 

24 accordance with the provisions of this Code, the Police Code or the Vehicle Code. SFMTA 

25 
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1 employees whose authority to enforce parking laws is limited to specified violations may order 

2 removal of a vehicle only if it is parked in violation of one of the specified laws. 

3 (c) Where curb painting or parking regulations are necessary for public safety, such 

4 determination shall be reviewed by the Chief of Police and Fire Chief as appropriate. 

5 (d) Any Parking Control Officer employed by the Municipal Transportation Agency 

6 and assigned to the "Robert Greenstrand Disabled Placard Detail" shall have the power and 

7 authority to issue misdemeanor citations for violations of Vehicle Code §§ 4461 and 4463. 

8 (e) The Director of Transportation .shall be empowered to identify staff with authority 

9 to enforce ethef! parking laws and regulations in compliance with the requ'irements of 'the 

1 O Vehicle Code. 

11 (/) Any employee of the },{unicipal Transportation Agency ·who is authorized by the Agency 

12 to enforce the provisions of Article 1100 of this Code may enforce Sections 7. 2. 2 7, regulating Parking 

13 in ·white zones, 7.2.38, prohibiting unauthorizedvehiclesfrom Parlcing in Stands, 7.2.39, prohibiting 

14 vehiclesfrom Parking in Transit Only Areas designated in Section 601, 7.2. 70, prohibiting obstruction. 

1 5 of traffic, 7. 2. 80, regulating Parking of -vehicles for hire in residential zones, and 7. 2. 86, regulating 

16 idling of commercial -vehi~les. 

17 Section 3. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 3, is hereby amended by 

18 adding Section 3.5, as follows: 

19 SEC. 3.5. AUTHORITY TO ISSUE SUBPOENAS. 

20 (a) When the Director of Transportation, acting under the authority of Charter Section 

. 21 BA.JOI {b), deems testimony or other evidence necessary to a pending investigation of the potential 

22 violation of an ordinance or regulation governing Motor Vehicles for Hire, or the qualifications ofan 

23 applicant for a permit, he or she shall have the power to subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance 

24 and testimonv. administer oaths and affirmations, take evidence. and require by subpoena the 

25 
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1 production of anv books. papers, records or other items relevant to the regulation of motor vehicles for 

3 (lz) In connecti_on with a hearing conducted under Article 1100 ofthis Code into the alleged 

4 violation of an ordinance or regulation governing motor vehicles for hire. and upon the application of 

5 a party to the proceeding, the hearing o-{ficer is empowered to issue a subppena requiring the 

6 attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of books. papers. records or other items upon 

7 the hearing o'f]i,cer's determination that the testimony or other evidence is likely to provide evidence 

8 relevant to the alleged violation. 

9 (c) All applications for subpoenas made and all subpoenas issued under this Section 3. 5 

. 1 O shall be made in the format and in accordance with the rules prescribed by the SFMI'A. In case of the 

i 1 refusal of any person to attend, testif'y, or produce documents as required by a subpoena issued under 

12 the authority of this Section 3. 5, the SFMI'A may proceed to petition for a court order pursuant to 

13 Section 1991 o[the California Code of Civil Procedure. 

14 Section 4. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 7, is hereby amended by 

15 revising Section 7.2.86, as follows: 

16 SEC. 7.2.86. IDLING ENGINE WHILE PARKED. 

17 To cause or permit the engine of a commercial vehicle, Private Bus, or motor vehicle 

18 for hire as defined in Police Code Section 1076(a) to idle while Parked upon any public right of 

19 way within the City and County of San Francisco for more than five minutes; provided, 

20 however, that if such vehicle· is temporarily stopped for the sole purpose of loading or 

21 unloading passengers, it may idle no longer than is reasonably necessary to load or unload 

22 passengers. (60.5) 

23 Section 5. The Transportation Code, Division I, Article 7, is hereby amended by 

24 revising Section 7.3 and the sections immediately following, including by renumbering existing 

25 Sections 7 .3.1 through 7 .3.11 and adding new sections, as follows: Section 7 .3.10 (former 
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1 7.3.1); 7.3.20 (former 7.3.4); 7.3.21 (former 7.3.11); 7.3.30 (former 7.3.3); 7.3.40 (former 

2 7.3.2); 7.3.50 (former 7.3.5); 7.3.51 (former 7.3.6); 7.3.52 (former 7.3.7); 7.3.53 (former 7.3.8); 

3 7.3.54 (fotmer 7.3.9); 7.3.55 (former 7.3.1 O); 7.3.56 (new); and 7.3.57 (new). 

4 Section 6. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article?, is hereby amended by 

5 revising Section 7.3, as follows: 

6 SEC. 7.3. MISDEMEANORS. 

7 For the purposes of this Section 7. 3; and Section 7.2, and unless otherwise stated herein. 

8 the terms "Color Scheme," "Dispatch Service, " "Dispatch Service Permit, 11 "Driver, 11 "Driver Permit, 11 

9 "Medallion," "Medallion Holder, " "Motor Vehicle for Hire," "Permit Holder, " "Ramp Taxi," and 

10 "Taxi," when capitalized, shall have the meanings ascribed to these terms in Section 1102 of this Code. 

11 The term "motor vehicle for hire, " when not capitalized, shall include any taxicab, limousine, or other 

12 privately-owned, motor-propelled, passenger-carrying motor vehicle for hire, regardless of whether the 

13 City and County has issued or could issue a permit for that vehicle. 

14 Except as may be authorized in Division II of this Code; the following actions are 

15 prohibited, and each and every violation of the prohibitions listed in the sections following this 

16 Subsection.Section 7.3 shall be a misdemeanor; provided however, that~ the charge may be 

17 reduced to an infraction in the discretion of the Court, or the citation issued may be issued for 

18 the violation as an infraction in the discretion of the issuing officer. 

19 TRANSIT VIOLATIONS 

20 SEC. 7.3.1Q. OTHER FARE EVASION AND PASSENGER CONDUCT 

21 REGULATIONS. 

22 For any passenger or other person in or about any public transit station (including an 

23 outdoor high-level boarding platform or station operated by the Bay Area Rapid Transit 

24 District), or public transit vehicle to commit any of the acts described below: 

25 
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1 (a)· Knowingly providing false identification to a peace officer, fare inspector or other 

2 representative of the transit system when engaged in the enforcement of City or state laws . 

3 regarding fare collection, fare evasion, passenger conduct or proof of payment of fare; 

Interfering with the turnstile or fare register; 

Meddling with the trolley pole or rope attached thereto; 

4 

5 

6 

(b) 

(c) 

(d) Meddling with tracks, switches, turnouts, or any other transit system structures 

7 or facilities; 

8 (e) Entering upon the roadbed, tracks, structures or other portions of transit system 

9 property or facilities not open to passengers or the public; 
. . 

10 (f) Obstructing any person or persons in charge of any transit station or facility or 

11 public transit vehicle in the performance of that person's duties, or ·otherwise interfering with 

12 the operation of the public transit vehicle; 

(g): Sounding any bell, alarm or other warning device, without authorization; 13 

14 (h) Printing, duplicating or otherwise reproducing any token, card, transfer or other 

15 item used for entry onto any transit vehicle or into a transit station without the express 

16 permission of the Municipal Transportation Agency. (128,2) 

17 PARKING PERMIT VIOLATIONS 

18 SEC. 7.3.204. FAILURE TO SURRENDER A REVOKED PARKING PERMIT. 

19 Failure, when requested, to surrender a Parking Permit revoked by the Municipal 

20 Transportation Agency. A Police Officer or Parking Control Officer is authorized to confiscate 

21 a Parking Permit from a vehicle if the Parking Permit is determined to have been revoked. 

22 ~16,413;713) 

23 SEC. 7.3.21ll. FALSE STATEMENTS ON RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT 

24 APPLICATION. 

25 
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1 Fo~ any person to knowingly make any false, misleading, or fraudulent statement or 

2 representation on any application for, or request for renewal of, any Residential Parking 

3 Permit issued by the Municipal Transportation Agency pursuant to Section 905. 

4 TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 

5 SEC. 7 .3.3.Q. OBSTRUCTING TRAFFIC. 

6 To obstruct traffic four or more times within one year without a Special Traffic Permit, or 

7 violate the terms of a Special Traffic Permit or the regulations set forth in Division II, Section 

8 903. Each hour during which the obstruction continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

9 Any person and/or business entity violating this section may be deemed guilty of a 

1 O misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of at least $1,000, or 

11 imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or both. (194.3) 

12 MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS 

13 SEC. 7.3.40:2- FRAUDULENT PAYMENT PROHIBITED. 

14 To cause to be deposited in any Parking Meter any slug, device, or substitute for lawful 

15 money of the United States or any authorized payment device, or to otherwise fraudulently 

· 16 attempt to obtain time on a Parking Meter or otherwise avoid making the required lawful · 

17 payment. (207) 

18 MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE VIOLATIONS 

19 SEC. 7.3.50~. OPERATING WITHOUT A PERMIT. 

20 (a) For any person or entity to drive or operate any taxi on the public street without 
I 

. . 

21 a permit issued by the SFMTA authorizing such driving or operation. The penalty for violation of 

22 this subsection 7.3.50 shall be $2,500 for the first offense and $5,000 {or a subsequent offense, except 

23 as otherwise provided by Public Utilities Code Section 5412.2(a). For purposes of this Subsection 

24 Section 7.3.5Q(a), taxi shall mean a motor vehicle {or hire-Motor '.Jehicle for Hire that picks up 

25 passengers without prearrangement. 
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1 (b) For any person or entity to operate any Dispatch Service, Color Scheme, or to 

2 provide taxi-related services to Drivers or Medallion Holders, including but not limited to 

3 procurement of a Taxi or Rtl'mp Taxi vehicle, vehicle insurance o_r maintenance, or the 

4 recruitment, management or scheduling of Drivers, without a permit issued by the SFMTA 

5 authorizing such operation in accordance with the provisions of this Code. 

6 (c) For any person to drive, or to allow another person to drive, a vehicle that is 

7 authorized for use as a Motor Vehicle for Hire without a Driver Permit issued by the SFMTA. 

8 Unless otherwise stated;forpurposes ofSections 7.3.5, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 7.3.8, 7.3.9 and 7.3.10 o.f 

9 ArtieZe 7 of this Code, the terms 11Color Scheme," "Dispatch Service," "Dispatch Service Permit," 

10 "Driver," "Driver Permit," "},{otor Vehicle for Hire, " "},fedallion," "},,fedallion Holder, " "Pennit, " 

11 "Permit Ho_lder," "Ramp Taxi," and "Taxi" shall have the meanings ascrib.ed to these terms in Article 

12 1100 of this Code. 

13 SEC. 7.3.516. SOLICITATION AND PAID PASSENGER REFERRALS PROHIBITED. 

14 (a) For any driver of a motor vehicle for hire, or any person acting in concert with or 

15 on behalf of the driver, to solicit passengers for the vehicle where the solicitation is made from 

16 any from any public street, sidewalk, or other public property. 

17 (b) For any person to solicit or accept paymentjrom the driver ofa motor vehicle for 

18 hire for referral of a passenger to a motor vehicle for hire, or for any person or business, firm, 

19 association or corporation to act in concert with or on behalf of another person or persons to 

20 solicit or accept payments from the driver of a motor vehicle for hire for the referral of · 

21 · passengers to a motor vehicle for hire; provided, however, that this Section shall not apply to 

22 a Dispatch Service, a passenger referral service by which passengers are able to 

23 communicate directly with drivers, or any effort on the part of a Driver to market his or _her 

24 services to the public. 

25 
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1 (£) ... 14Jr pur;poses o{this Section, "motor vehicle for hire" shall include any taxicab, 

2 limousine, or other 1Jrbately mmedmotor prqpelled passenger carrying ••chicle for hire, regardless of 

3 whether the City and County has issued or couki issue a permit for that "'v'ehicle. 

4 SEC. 7.3.527-. GIFTS OR GRATUITIES. 

5 For any person to solicit or accept gifts and/or gratuities or anything of value from any 

6 holder of a San Francisco Motor Vehicle for Hire Permit, except as authorized in this Code, in 

7 return for any dispatch call, assignment, vehicle, or shift. 

8 SEC. 7.3.538. FALSE STATEMENTS TO ENFORCEMENT 

9 PERSONNEL.PROHIBITED. 

1 O For any person or entity knowingly to make any false or misleading representation, to 

11 manufacture any record, or knowingly to conceal information from any person authorized by 

12 this Code .to enforce Motor Vehicle for Hire laws and regulations in connection with the 

13 application for, renewal of, possible revocation of, or operation of vehicle pursuant to a permit 

14 issued under Article 1100 of this Code. 

15 SEC. 7.3.549. REFUSAL TO PAY FARE. 

16 For any person to refuse to pay the legal fare and any applicable surcharges for a 

17 Motor Vehicle for Hire. 

18 SEC. 7 .3.55.J.O.. EXCESSIVE AND UNAUTHORIZED CHARGES. 

19 (a) For a driver Dri-.,;er of a motor vehicle for hire to charge a passenger any amount 

20 in excess of the legally authorized rate of fare and any applicable surcharges. 

21 (b) · For any Medallion Holder, Color Scheme or Dispatch Service Permit Holder to 

22 levy an administrative fee, service charge, processing fee, or other surcharge on Driver Permit 

23 Holders except as expressly authorized in this Code. 

24 SEC. 7.3.56. OPERATING WITHOUT FUNCTIONING TAXIMETER. 

25 
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1 For any person or entity to drive or operate any Taxi on the public street that is not equipped 

2 with a Taximeter, is equipped with a Taximeter that is inaccurately fixing the fare to be collected. or is 

3 otherwise not in good working order, or is equipped with a Taximeter that does not comply with the 

4 requirements ofSection 1113(()(4) ofDivisiOn II of the Transportation Code. 

5 SEC. 7.3.57.REFUSAL TO PRODUCE WAYBILL. 

6 For any person operating a charter-party carrier ofpassengers within the City and County to 

7 refuse, upon request by a Police Officer or a person authorized by the Municipal Transportation 

8 Agency to enforce the provisions of Article 1100 of this Code, to produce his or her way bill for 

9 inspection. · 

1 O Section 6. The Transportation Code, Division I, Article 7 is hereby amended by 

11 repealing Section 7.4, as follows:· 

12 SEC. 7. 4. REPORT ONIAfPROVED TAXI SERVICE. 

13 Beginning April 1, 2011, the SF114:TA shall report quarterly to the Board ofSupervisor~ on 

14 SF}d'I'A 's progress increasing and improving Taxi service in San Francisco. Such reports shall include 

15 quantita#ve dEtta demonstrating the Ageney•'sprogress in meeting demandfor Taxi service as a rt•ay to 

16 reduce non permitted Taxi service. 

17 Section 7. The Police Code is hereby amended by repealing Sections 2.26.1 and 

18 2.27.1, as follows: 

19 SEC. 2.26.1. SCHEDULE OFPEP,}.1!TSA1''1DFILINGFEES. 

2 0 Notwithstanding the pro>Jisions a/Section 1085 of this Code, thefollowingjiling Jf'ees, payable 

21 in advance to the Taxi Commission, are required when submitting applications for },1otor Vehicle for 

22 Hire permits to the Taxi Commission 

23 

24 

25 

IITPE OFPERMIT 
Color scheme, new 

1 5 medallions 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

6 15 medallions 1,796.30 

16 49 medallions 3,595.00 

50 or more medallions 4, 492.00 

Color scheme change 413.00 

Interurban bus 2e8.0() 
T~~. i.. ·~ J_ • ~ v """',)' (.,/_.,.,.,, V"i<I •v• 
T• -- z.. - -- ··-- 2e8.00 ""''"""',)' ...... - ~ 

Lost medallion 246.00 
1WetaUic medellion 4&00 
1~1fotor-i'Eed riclfShtrw 2e8.00 
Public convenience and 

343.00 
necessity• eppUcation 

Public passenger vehicle dri-ver 1-&{){} 

Ramped taxicab 520.0() 

Sightseeing bus 2e8.00 

Taxicab . 1,264.00 
Taxicab radio d-i-spatch ser>,2ice 3,859.0() 

SEC. 2.27.1. SCHEDULE OFLICEIVSE FEES .F'OR }JOTOR VEHICLE ,_4'QR HIRE PERA1ITS. 

Notwithstanding the provisions ofSection 1085 of this Code, the foUo·wing license fees are 

payable to the Tax Collector for permits issued by the Taxi Commission, and, ·when applicable, for their 

rene1t·al. 

}late: All license fees are at an annual rate unless otherwise indicated 

F¥P-E ()F.JlEKA«F 
UCENSEFEE 

Color scheme, new 

1 5 medellions $ 811.00 

6 15 medellions 1,339.00 

16 49 medallions 3,319.00 

50 or more medallions 4,149.00 

Interurban Bus 277.00 

Jitney Bus Dri-P2er .§.&(){} 

.:litney• Bus O=wnef' 277.00 
},fotorized Rickshaw 277.00 

Public Passenger Vehicle #.-(){) 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

'F¥PE (}/LPEJ{A{[:P, 

Dri';er 
Ramped Taxicab 
Sightseeing Bus 
Taxicab 
Taxicab Radio Dispatch 
Ser'; ice 

UCE.NSEFEE 

·-

166.00 
277.00 
957.00 

4,264.00 

7 Section 8. The Police Code is hereby amended by revising Section 2.31, as follows: 

8 SEC. 2.31. ANNUAL ADJUSTMENT OF FEES. 

9 Beginning with fiscal year 2003-2004, fees set in Sections 2.26, 2.26.1, and2.27,and 

10 2.27.1, may be adjusted each year, without further action by the Board of Supervisors, to 

11 reflect changes in the relevant Consumer Price Index, as determined by the Controller. 

12 No later than April 15th of each year, the Police Department, Taxi Commission, and 

13 Entertainment Commission shall. submit its current fee schedule to the Controller, who shall 

14 apply the price index adjustment to produce a new fee schedule for the following year. 

15 No later than May 15th of each year, the Controller shall file a report with the Board 

16 of Supervisors reporting the new fee schedule and certifying that: (a) the fees produce 

17 · sufficient revenue to support the costs of providing the services for which each fee is 

18 assessed, and (b) the fees do not produce revenue which is more than the costs of providing 

19 the services for which each fee is assessed. 

20 Section 9. The Administrative Code is hereby amended by revising 1 OG.1, as follows: 

21 SEC.10G.1. SURCHARGE IMPOSED; CATEGORIES OF PERMITS AND FEES. 

22 In order to recover the cost to the City and County for the Board of Appeals permit 

23 review functions, at the time a fee for permit application, issuance, or review is collected, and 

24 at the time an annual fee for renewal of the permit or license associated with the permit is 

25 
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1 collected, a surcharge in the amount specified shall be charged and collected for the following 

2 categories of permits and fees. 

3 (a) For fees imposed by the Department of City Planning pursuant to San Francisco 

4 Planning Code Sections 351 (h), 352(a) (except for fees imposed for hearings on Conditional 

5 Uses under Section 303 or Planned Unit Developments under Section 304), 353(a), 353(b), 

6 353(c}, or 355 for review of permits that may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to 

7 Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $25.00;' 

8 (b) For permits issued pursuant to San Francisco Building Code Section 11 OA: Tables 

9 1A-A; 1A-F, Item 3; 1A-H; 1A-K, Item 8; or 1A-Q, Item 5; that may be appealed to the Board of 

1 o Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $25.00; 

11 (c) .For permits issued pursuant to the San Francisco Public Works Code that may be 

12 appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of 6.00; 

13 (d) For permits specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.26 that may be 

14 appealed to the Board of Appeals p·ursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $26.50 

15 for such permits issued by the Police Department, and a surcharge of $4.00 for such permits 

16 issued by the Entertainment Commission; 

17 (e) .F'orpermits specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.26.1 that may be appealed to 

18 the Board ofAppeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of$ 7. 00; 

19 (ef) For annual license fees specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.27 for 

20 permits that may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a 

21 surcharge of $26.50 for such permits issued by the Police Department and a surcharge of 

. 22 $4.00 for such permits issued by the Entertainment Commission; 

23 (g) .F'or annual license fees specified in San Francisco Police Code Section· 2. 2 7.1 for permits 

24 that may be appealed to tlw Board ofAppeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surchar~e of$ 7. 00; 

25 
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1 (/ft) For permits issued pursuant to San Francisco Health Code Section 1009.53 that 

2 may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, and annual 

3 permit fees pursuant to San Francisco Health Code Section 1009.54 and Business and Tax 

4 Regulations Code Section 249.16, a surcharge of $51.00; 

5 Section 10. The Police Gode is hereby amended by repealing all existing provisions in 

6 Article 16 (Division I, Sections 1075-1110, Division II, Sections 1120-1147.9, Division llA,. 

7 Sections1148-1148.6, Division Ill, Sections 1150-1154, Division IV, Sections 1155-1159, 

8 Division V, Sections 1160-1161, Division VI, Sections1165-1166, Division VII, Sections 1170-

9 1171, Division VIII, Sections 1175-1178, Division IX, Sections 1183-1183.40, and Divisron X, 

1 O Sections 1185-1188), as follows: 

11 DIVISION! PROVISIONS GOVERNING ALL VEHICLES 

12 SECTION 1075. DECLARATION OF POUCY. 

13 The Board ofSupervisorn of.the City a-nd County o.f'San Francisco hereby declare it shall be the 

14 policy o.fthe City and County o.fSan Francisco that: 

15 (a) All motor -Yqhicle for hire perm,its issued by• the City a-nd County ofSan Francisco are 

16 the property of the people o.fthe City and County of San Francisco and shall not be sotd, assigned or· 

17 transferred 

18 (b) A sufficient 1q:umber o.f permits fer each type, kind, or class of motor ·vehicle for hire 

1 9 shall be issued to assure adequate ser'.Jice to the public, including residents, commuters, tourists and 

2 0 other 1Jisitors. 

21 (c) · All ta,vicabs shall be operated with an effective 2 4 hour radio dispatch service to assure 

22 prompt, safe and adequate ser'.Jice for all residents of the City and County of San Francisco, including, 

23 without limitation, elderly and handicappedpernons, in all locations throughout the City and County. 

24 

25 

(d) Taxicab operatorn may char$ less than tlw maximum fare set by law, as set }8rth belcJw. 
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1 (e) All com:inercial operation o.fmotor vehicles for hire in the City and County ofSan 

2 Francisco shell be subject to regulation under this Article, except to the extent that such regulation is 

· 3 preempted or precluded by state or federel law. It is the intent of the Board of Supervisors that this 

4 Article shall 6{,pply to all motor vehicles for hire, including those ·which mayfrom time to time be 

5 deregulated by state or federal authority although nor~· or in the f'blture exernptec[jrom regulation 

6 hereunder by virtue ofstate or federal law. 

7 (f) The public ·will benefitfrom additional efforts to enforce the provisions ofthiS: Article, 

8 and a portion o.fthe cost a/enforcement sh.ould be f'blnded through fees collectedfrom holders of 

9 permits issued under this Article. 

10 SECTI01'l!075.J. TRA}ISFER OFREGULATORYAUTHORITYTOAfUN!GIPAL 

11 TRA}1SPORTATI01'lAGENCY 

12 Pursuant to the authority granted in Charter Section 8A. I 01. the Board afSupenisors hereby 

13. abolishes the Taxi Commission and transfers thefanctions, porPer~ and duties a/the Taxi Commission 

14 to the },funicipal Transportation Agency. 

15 SECTION 1076. DEFINITIONS. 

16 For purposes o.f this Article the following ·words andphrases are defined and shall be construed 

17 as set forth below: 

18 "}rfotor Vehicle for Hire Every type, k~nd and class of prlvately awned motor propelled 

19 passenger carrying vehicle for hire over ·which the City and County ofSan Francisco may exercise 

20 jurisdiction. 

21 (b) . "Taxicab. " A motor vehicle for hire afa distinc#ve color or colors and which is · 

22 operated at retes per mile or upon a ·waiting time basis, or both, and ·which is equipped ·with a 

23 taximetcrand·which is used.for the transportation afpassengersfor hire over andalong thepublic 

24 streets, not over a defined route but, as to the route and destination, in accordance with and under the 

25 
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1 direction o.f the passenger or pernon hiring such ¥'chicle. A "taxicab" does not include motor vehicles 

2 for hire herein defined as "rarnped taxis. " 

3 (c) "Taximeter. " An instrument or device attached to a motor vehicle for hire by means &j 

4 which instrument or device the charge authorized/or hire ofsuch vehicle is mechanically calculated 

5 either on a basis of distance tra'.Jeled or for waiting time, or a combination thereo.f, which charges shall 

6 be indicated upon such taximeter by• means o.f figures, in dollarn and cents. 

7 d) "Taxicab Dispatch Service. " Any person, business, firm, partnership, association or 

8 corporation ·which holds itself out to the public as a source o.f taxicab service by or through ·which 

9 taxicabs may be sunmioned or dispatched by radio. 

(e) . "Taxicab Color Scheme. " Any color scheme, design or dress for taxicabs that is 

11 distinguishablefrom the color scheme, design or dress customarily used.for private automobiles. 

12 (j) "Jitney, " "Jitney Bus. " A motor -vehicle for hire less than 20 feet in length traversing the 

13 public streets benveen certain definite points or termini and conwying no more than 15 passengern for 

14 afixedcharge, between suchpoints or any intermediatepoints, and so held out, advertised or 

15 announced; pro¥·ided; however, that the size andpassenger limitations established herein shall not 

16 apply to any vehicle operated as o.fJuly 1, 1983. A jitney bus is hereby• declared to be a common 

17 car7"ier and is subject to the regulations prescribed in the kfunicipal Code and in this Article. 

18 (g) "},1otorized Rickshaw. " A passenger carrying motor vehicle for hire having three or 

19 four ·wheels, convertible type, designed to car7'y not more than four passengers. The gross v,HJ.ight ofa 

2 O motorized rickshaw shall not exceed 4, 700 pounds, unloaded; and sh,all have a ·wheelbase not to exceed 

21 95 inches, and shall ha·,Je an engine not to exceed.four cylinders. A motorized rickshaw shall hm'e a 

22 cloth hood over the rear seating area that shall resemble the hood ofa traditional rik4sha or jinrikisha. 

23 (h). "Limousine. " A passenger carrying motor ·vehicle for hire, o.f pri'vate appearance 

24 (except tilS to license plates), not equipped ·with a taximeter,' designed to accommodate seven or eight 
. . 

25 per~ons, inclusi"w ofa driY'er, and used for the transportation ofper~ons for hire over and along the 
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1 public streets, not o;;er a fixed and defined route but, as to route and destination, in accordance with 

2 and under the direction of the passenger or per~on hiring such limousine, the charges for use of' ·which 

3 are based upon rates per mik, per trip, per hour, per day} per ·week or per month. 

4 (i) "Funeral Limousine. " Any limousine used exclusi"vely in the business ofany undertaker , 

5 or funeral director. 

6 (j) "Sightseeing Bus. " A motor 'r'ehicle for hire used in the conveyance, j0r hire, o.ftourists 

7 and sightseer~, over the public streets, for the purpose ofa sightseeing trip or tour in the visiting and 

8 'r'iewing ofplaces o.finterest. A "sightseeing bus" is hereby defin~d to be a common carrier and subject 

9 to the regulations prescribed in the },{unicipal Code and this Article. 

10 (k) "Interurban Bus. " A motor vehicle for hire, other than ajitney bus used for transporting 

11 passenger~.for hire O'y'er and along the pub Uc streets between certain definite points or termini, one 

12 ·within and the other ·without the limits of the City and County o.fSan Francisco. An "interurban bus" is 

13 hereby declared to be a common can·ier and subject to the regulations prescribed in the },{unicipal 

14 Code and this Artick. 

15 (l) "P ermittee" or "Permit Holder. " Any pernon, business, firm, partnernhip, association or 

16 corporation ·which holds any permit or license issued by or under the authority oftlw City and County 

17 ofSan Francisco to operate or drive any motor yiehicle for hire. "Operator." Any person, business, 

18 firm, partner~liip, association or corporation holding a permit issued by the City and County of San 

19 Francisco purnuant to the provisions of this Article, and any agent of such permi#ee including, but not 

20 limited to, any manag_er or lessee ofsaidpermittee. 

21 (m) "Driver." Anyperson engaged in the mechanical operation andhavingphysica} charge 

22 or custody ofa motor ·vehicle fer hire while said motor vehicle for hire is a''ailable for hire or is 

23 actually hired. 

24 (n). "Full Time Driver. " Any driver actually engaged in the mechanical operation and 

25 having physical charge or custody of a motor vehicle for hire ·which is a'.lailable for hire or actually 
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1 hired (i)fvr at least.four hours during any 24 hour period on at least 75percent afthe business days 

2 during the calendar year or (ii) for at least 800 hours during the calendar year. 

3 (o) "Stand. " A place designated by the }Junicipal Transportation Agency for the use, ·while 

4 awaiting employment, of the particular motor propelledpassenger carrying vehicles authorized to 

5 utilize such Stand 

6 (p) "Police Commission. 11 Defined For thepurposes of Police Code Sections 1075 1165, 

7 "Police Commission" shall refer to the Taxi Commission, vcnless the context requires that the term be 

8 interpreted to refer to Police Commission o.fthe City and County o.fSan Francisco. 

9 (q) "ChicfofPolice," "Police Department." For the purposes of Police Code Sections 

1 O 1075 1165, "Police Department" and "Chie.fafPolice" shall refer to the Execu#ve Director ofthe Taxi 

11 Commission or his or her designee(s), unless the context requires that the term be interpreted to re.fer 

12 to the Chief of Police or the Police Department o.ftlw City and County o.f'San Francisco. 

(r) "Tax Collector. 11 The Tax Collector o.fthe City and County o.fSan Francisco. 

(s) "Controller. " The Controller afthe City and County ofSan Fmncisco. 

13 

14 

15 (t) }Junicipal Transportation Agency. " The },1unicipal Transportation Agency o.f the City 

16 and County a/San Francisco. 

17 (u) "Ramped Taxi. " A motor vehicle for hire a.fa· distincti've color or colors operated at 

18 rates per mile or upon a ·waiting time basis, or both, ·which is a minivan or similar vehicle specielly 

19 adapted ·witf:i ramp access for ·wheelchair user~, ·which is also equipped ·with a taximeter, and ·which 

20. prioritizes requests for senicefrom ·wheelchair users for purposes of transportation over and along the 

21 public streets, not o-.,,·er a defined route but, as to the route and destination, in accordance with and 

22 u11der the direction o.fthe passenger orper~on hiring such vehicle. 

23 

24 

"Taxi. Commission". The Taxi Commission o.fthe City and County iJ.fSan Francisco. 

(w) "Executive Director" .. The Executive Director o.fthe Taxi Commission, or his or her 

25 designee(s). 
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1 SECTION 1077. AD}rfJNISTRAT!O}'>/ OF THIS ARTICLE; A UTHOR!TY TO ISSUE 

2 REGULAT!Ol'lS. 

3 (a) Rtlles and Regulations. The Taxi Commission from time to time shall, after a noticed 

4 ptlblic hear:ing, adopt such r'blles and regulations to effect the ptlrposes of this Article as are not in 

5 conflict there-with. . 

6 (b) Administration o.fRegulations. As set forth else-where in this Article, the Taxi 

7 Commission shall be charged ·with administering and enforcing the pro-;,·isions of this Article, and any 

8 rules or regulations promulgated hereunder. 

9 (c) Enforcement. h1 addition to the administrati"ve penalties set forth in Section 1090 o.fthis 

1 0 Article, violations of the Commission's Rules may be punished as infractions as set forth in Section 

11 1185(d). 

12 SECTJ0]1f l 078. RESERVED. 

13 SECTJON 1079. ISSU4}lCE OFPEP .... MJTS; AP.PLIC.ATIONS; HEARL7\TGS. 

14 (a) Scope ofSectjon. To the extent the provisions o.f this Section and Sections 1080 through 

15 1088 ofthis Article are inconsistent ·with the pro-visions ofSectio1w 2.1 t.71rough 2.30 ofArticle ! ofthe 

16 San Francisco Police Code, the provisions of this Article shall be applicable to all permits for the 

17 operation of motor 'vehicles fer hire grantedpurs'blant to this Article; provided, horvever, that cert€1:in 

18 alternati-ve and additionalpr01>'isions ·with respect to permits for the operation of taxicabs are set forth 

19 belo·w in Sections 1120 et seq. Provisions ofthis Section shall not apply to taxicab dispatch service, 

20 taxicab color scheme permits, or permits for the operation o.fa rental -vehicle business under Di-vision 8 

21 of this Article. 

22 (b)' Taxi Commission to Issue .Permits. The Taxi Commission shall issuepermitsfor the 

23 operation o.fmotor vehicles for hire that are pro-vided,for in this Article as the public con-veriience and 

24 necessity shall reqtlire. The Taxi Commission shall not iss'ble apermitfor any motor vehicle for hire 

25 service not defined in Section 1076 hereo.f; except as pro-vided for in Section 1078(b) o,fthis Article. 
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1 (c) Declaration af Public Convenience and .l'lecessity. ~Vo permit shall be issued.for the 

2 operation o.fany motor -..:chicle for hire unless and until the Taxi Commission shall by resolution 

3 declare that public convenience and necessity require the pr-0-pesed senice for H~1iioh appliC€ltion for a 

4 permit is made and the applicant is found to be eligible under all the requirements of this Article. 

5 (d) Hearings to Detennine Public Comenience and .l'lecessity. The Taxi Commission shall 

6 hold hearings to determine public convenience and necessity pursuant to all applications for the 

7 issuance o.f permits to operate motor -.,;chicles for hire. Protests against the issuing a.fa permit may be 

8 filed with the Taxi Coin,mission. The Taxi Comm1ssion sh.all consider all protests Gmd in conducting its 

9 hearing shall· have the right to. call such additional ·witnesses as it desires. In all such hearings, the 

1 0 burden o.f proofs hall be upon the indi-.,;idual applicant to establish by clear and con-.,;incing evidence 

11 . that public convenience and necessity require the operation of the -..:chicle or ·vehicles for ·which permit 

12 application has been made, and that such application in all other respects should be granted. Subject 

13 to the provisions of Subsection (e) of this Section, hearings en applications for declaration of public 

14 convenience and necessity shall be held at least once each calendar year for each type, kind or class of 

15 pennit for ·which one or more applications ar~ pending. 

16 (e) Censolidation ofHearings Permitted. The Taxi Commission may consolidate for 

17 ·hearing and determination o.f public convenience and necessity all applications for a given type, kind 

18 or class of permit. Any declaration o.fpublic convenience and necessity made by the Teed Commission 

19 pur~uant to such a consolidated hearing shall be valid and binding as to the total number of permits 

20 authorizei[for aparticular type, kind or class ofpennit and as to each application included,for hearing 

21 in said consolidated hearing and shall have continuing force a7'ld effect until the next subsequent Taxi 

22 Commission hearing on public convenience and necessity as to that particular type, k-ind or class of . 

23 pennit. Any applicant ·whose application is callech+ar hearing at a consolidated he'aring may rely upon 

24 the testimony and e-.,;idence adduced bej+are the Taxi Commission by other pending convenience and 

25 
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1 necessity, in the sole discretion andjudgment of the individual applicant; provided; however, that the 

2 burden <>fproo.f in establishingpublic con-venience and necessity shall remain on each applicant. 

3 (f) Role o.f Controller. Prior to increasing the total number CJjauthorizedpermits, the Taxi 

4 Commission shall notify the Controller oftheproposed increase andrecoi',;efrom the Controller, 

5 within 30 days of the Controller's receipt ofthe Taxi Commission notice, a report including the 

6 Controller's recommendationfor an adjustrnent in the mean gatefee cap and/or in rates offarefor 

7 taxicabs, and/or the institution of temporary permit lease fee controls, necessary to maintain income ef 

8 dri"ver.s and color scheme permitholders. 

9 {g) }fotice o.fCommission's Determination. Written notice ofa declaration of public 

1 O . convenience and necessity by the Taxi Commission shall be given to all subject applicants and all 

11 protesters :whose names and addresses are kno-wn to said Commission. Such notice shall be gi"ven 

12 forth:with upon the adoption o.fsuch declaration. A declaration of public convenience and necessity 

13 made at or as a result o.fa consolidated hearing under Subsection (e) of this Section may be appealed 

14 to the Board o.fAppeals as set forth in Section 4, 106 o.f the Charter o.fthe City and County of San 

15 Francisco . . Prior to increasing the total number of authorizedpermits beyond the curJ"ently authorized 

16 number if the Taxi Commission has not authorized an increase, or beyond any increase authorized by 

17 the Taxi Commission, the Board qfAppeals s·hall notify the Controller of the Board o.fAppeals' 

18 proposed increase and recetvefrom the Controller v1dthin 30 days CJ/the Controller's receipt ofthe 

19 Board ofAppeals notice, a report including the Controller's recommendation for an adjustment in the 

20 mean gate fee cap and/or in rates offare f(Jr taxicabs, and/or the institution of permit lease fee 
. . 

21 controls, necessary to maintain income of drivers and color scheme permitholders. 

22 (h) If the Taxi Commission or the Board ofAppeals authorizes the issuance ofany 

23 additional number of taxicab permits above the 1381 permits authorized to be issued as CJ/ }fovember 

24 12, 2002, the Controller shall transmit to the Board o,fSupervisor.s a report including the Controller's 

25 recommendation for an adjustment in the mean gate fee cap and/or in rates offare for taxicabs and/or 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 21 I 



1 the institution o.ftemporarypermit lease fee controls, necessary to maintain income ofdrivern and 

2 color scheme permitholdern, andproposed legislation instituting such recommendations. 

3 (i) · Separate Hearings for Individual A/Jplicants. }fotwithstanding any consolidated hearing 

4 on public convenience and necessity asprovidedfor in Subsection (e) o.fthis Section, e;•ery applicant 

5 for a permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire shall have a separate hearing to re"v'ie't' ffrtd determine 

6 the applicant's individual eligibility and compliance ·with all applicable laws, rules and regulations 

7 before a permit is issued; notice of'·which shall be gben in the sarrw manner as set forth in Section 

8 1080(a) of this Article. Each application shall be investigated and the results of the in-vestigation shall 

9 be trensmitted to the Taxi Commission at the time o.fthe hearing on the applicant's individual 

10 qualifications. If public comenience and necessity is declaredjor the issuance ofapermit and an 

11 applicant is found to be eligible therefor after consideration by the Taxi Commission of the factorn set 

12 forth in Se~tion 1081 o.f this Article, the Taxi Commission shall so notify the applicant. Within 60 days 

13 thereafter tlw applicant shall furnish to the Taxi Commission any and all additional information, ·which 

14 may be required lf the Taxi Commission thenfinds that the applicant, in addition to complying with all 

15 other requirements, is the owner of the vehicle or llehicles for ·which a permit is so1igl"'t, and that each 

16 such vehicle meets with all applicable statutes, ordinances, rules and regulations, it shall thereupon 

17 issue the permit. A finding made at or as a result o.f a hearing under this Section may be appealed to 

18 the Board o.fAppeals as set forth in Section 4.106 ofthe Charter o.fthe City end County o,fSan 

19 Francisco. 

20 (j) Conditions on Permits. The Taxi Commission may attach such conditions as it deems to 

21 be consistent v.!fth public conwnience and necessity upon any new permit issued under this Article. 

22 From time to time, existing perm its or those issued without conditions may be made subject to such 

23 conditions as the Taxi Commission may determine to be consistent with public convenience and 

24 necessity after a hearing of'.which notice is given to all affectedpermittees and the public in the manner 

25 prescribed:for gi'ving notice in Section I 080(a) o.fthis Article. 
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SECTIOl>l 1080. PE.Ri\f!TAP~LICATIO~VS. 

(a) .P'orms andApplications; Notice ofHearing. Application for a permit required by this 

Article shall be· made to the Police Commissien on a form to be furnished by the Police Commission. 

The fonn shall specify, and the tlpplication shall state, such information as the Police Commission 

reasonably shall require. Within 14 days o.fthejiling o.fsuch an tlpplication ·with the Police 

Commission, it shall cause a notice to be published in a ne1~·sptlper tlpproved for the g!ving o.f official 

notices o.f the City and County of San Francisco, ',vhich notice shall state that an tlpplication has been 

filed for a permit pursuant to this Article (specifJ:•ing the type, kind or class), the narne ofthe applicant, 

the kind of equipment to be used, and such other information as mf:ly be necessary to identify the 

'tlpplicant and to specify the type, kind or class of permit or service. If the hearing on an individual 

tlpplication is held more than 45 days after the last such notice v,;aspublished, that notice shall be 

republished, commencing at least 14 days prior to the hearing. The notices required by this Section 

shall be publishedfor three successive days and shall state the date, time, andplace set for the hearing 

thereon. 

(b) .Fi'ee for Application. Applicants forpennits authorized by this Article slwllpay to the 

City and County ofSan Francisco a sum set by ordinance to cover the costs ofadwrtising, 

in'e'estigatil,,g; andprocessing the application for each permit. }lo tlpplication for a permit under this 

Article shall be deemed to be complete until and unless such sum isfullypaid 

(c) Applications Deemed Acti"ve. Every application for a motor vehicle for hire permit shall 

be deemed to remain active and shall be considered until the earliest of the folio-wing events: 

(1) The applicant ·witl'ldraws the application in writing; 

(2) The tlpplicant is deemed to be ineligible by a vote of the Police Commission; or 

(3) The applicant receives a permit; 

(d) Notivithstanding the pro',;isions ofSubsection (c), tlw Ch.iefof Police may adopt 

'regulations requiring applicants periodically to reaffirm that their applications are acttve. 
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1 SECTIO:l'l 1081. FACTORS COZVS!DERED IN ISSUING PER}.11TS; DRJV!}fG 

2 REQUIRE},fENTS. 

3 (a) General Pactor.9. The Taxi Commission, in detennining whether an indi-vidual Gtpplicant 

4 is eligible for the issuance (}fa motor vehicle for hire permitpwwuant to Section 1079(i) may consider 

5 such facts as it deems pertinent, but must consider the follordng: 

6 (1) Whether the applicant is financially responsible and will comply ·with all 

7 insurance requirements and-will maintainproperfinancial recor.ds. 

8 (2) Whether the applicant has complied ·with all applicable statutes, ordinances, 

9 rules and regulations. 

10 (3) Whether the applicant holds or has e .... er held any other permits issued to operate 

11 a motor ·vehicle for hire either in the City and Cmmty ofSan Francisco or else-where and the record o.f 

12 such applicant ·with regard to any such other or former permits. 

13 (b) Full Time Drlving Pledge. }fo permit to operate a motor -vehicle for hire shall be issued 

14 unless the person applyingfor thepennitsh&l! declare underpenalty ofperjury his or her intention 

15 actively andpersonally to engage aspermittee dri-ver under anypennit issued to him or her for at least 

16 four hour,g during any 24 hour period or at least 75percent ofthe business days ditring the calendar 

17 year. 

18 (c) . Dri'-ling Expertence Required. }fo permit to operate a taxicab or rarnped taxi shall be 

19 issued unless the applicant has the dri-ving experience required by Section 1121 for a taxicab permit or 

2 O Section 11 48.1 for a ramped taxi permit. 

21 (d) Order of Consideration. Except as otherwise state in this Article, all applications for 

22 motor 1>1ehicle for hire permits shall be processed and considered in the order oftheir receipt by the 

23 Taxi Commission. The Commission retains discretion at any time, follo-wing a hearing, to deny an 

24 -application for a motor -vehicle for hire permit on the basis that the applicant has engaged in fraud, 

25 deceit, misrepresentation, or other misconduct in connection ·with the application process. 
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1 (c) Applicability ofSeetion. }lotwithstanding any contrary provision in this Article, the 

2 requireme11ts set forth in th.is Section shall not apply to any person holding a perniit issued on or before 

3 July !, 1978. 

4 (/) Full Time Driving Required Every permittee subject to the pro-visions of this Section 

5 shall be a full time driver as defined in Section 1076(0), su&ject to the qualifications state in subp'arts 

6 (i) (iii) be.law. 

7 (i) During the calendar year in ·which the pennittee reeei"ves the perniit, and during 

8 the fest full calendar year follo·wing receipt of the permit, the permittee mus~ qualifj; as afall time 

9 driver by satisfying the definition of that term in Section 1076(o)(i). For the calend&r year in ·which the 

1 0 permittee receives the permit, the number of business days shall be measuredfrom the date of receipt of 

11 the permit. 

12 (ii) A permittee may be granted approval not to drh•e a certain number ofdays 

13 under certain circumstances pursuant to Seeti01i 1096(c). In such a ease, for the permittee to qualify as 

14 a full time dri"ver as defined in Section 1076(o) (i), the number of business days for the calendar year 

15 shall be reduced in the same proportion as the ratio of the permittee 's excused driving days to calendar 

16 days in the calendar year. 

17 (g) Promotion ofthe General Welfare. By adopting aprogramfor the issuance o,fpermits 

18 for motor vehicles for hire, the City and County ofSan Francisco is assuming an undertaking only to 

19 promote th? general welfare, It is not assuming, nor is it imposing on its officer.s and employees, an 

20 obligationfor breach of·whieh it is liable in money damages to anyperson ·who claims that such breach 

21 proximately caused injury. 

22 SECTION 1081. 5. DPJVEVG REQUIRKMEl'!TS FOR DESJ{]}IATED TAXI CQ}JPANYKEY 

23 PERSOZ11NEL. 

24 (a) Dri"ving Requirement. Beginning January 1, 2007 and notwithstanding any other 

25 provision ofthis Code, include subdtvision (/) ofSection 1081, taxdpermit holder.s ·who are designated 
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1 as "keyper.sonnel" pur.suant to this Section may satisfy their annual drhJing requirement under Section 

2 1081(/) by driving 120 hour.speryear andper:forming 1,500 hour.s o.fworkperyear as keypersonnet 

3 for th.e company. 

fh:' Definitions. For purposes of this Section: 4 

5 (i) "Taxi company" shall mean a person or entity holding a valid col.or scheme 

6 permit under Section 1125. 

7 (ii) "Key personnel" shall mean a permit holder who ·works in an administrati'.Je 

8 capacity or perfonnsfunctions integral to the company. A permit holder designated as key per.sonnet 

9 must be apayroll employee o.f'the taxi company and work on site at the C€Hnpany'sprincipal place of 

1 0 business. 

11 (c) Designation. Each taxi company seeking to designate one or more of its employees for a 

12 calendar year pursuant to this Section mustfile the designation, on a form to be provided by the Taxi 

13 Commission, by December 1st o.fthe preceding year. The company may not change designations 

14 during the year. A pennit holder may only be designated by one company at a time, and ma)· not be 

15 designated by more than one conip£Hiy during a calendar year. 

16 The Taxi Commission ·will only recognize as designatedpersonnet those permit holder.s named in the 

17 designation form signed ant[filed by the color scheme permit holder or its authorized representative as 

18 ofDecember ]st. 

19 (d) Number ofDesignated Per.sonnet At a Company. 

20 A taxi comp£H1y ·with I to JOpennits may not designate anyone under this Section. 

21 A taxi company ·with II to 20permits may designate one person. 

22 A taxi conipany vv'ith 21 to 40permits may designate twopeopte. 

23 A taxi company ·with 41 to 60permits may designate three people. 

24 A taxi conipany with 61to80permits may designatefoiwpeople. 

25 A taxi company with 81 to JOO permits may designatefivepeople. 
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1 A taxi co1npany ·with 101to150permits may designate sixpeople. 

2 A taxi conipany ·with 151to200permits may designate seven people. 

3 A taxi company ?t'ith 201 to 300permits may designate eightpeople. 

4 A taxi company ·with 301 to 400permits may designate nine people. 

5 A taxi company with o•·er 400permits may designate nine people, plus one additionalpernonfor every 

6 100 permits O'.'er 400. 

7 The number o.fpermits affiliated ·with a particular taxi company for the year s.'lzall be determined 

8 as ofDecember ]st o.fthe previous year, based on the records o.fthe Taxi Commission. The number of 

9 designatedpersonnel at a taxi company shall not be increased or decreased during the subsequent 

1 0 calendar year eYen if the number of permits at that company changes during the year. 

11 (e) · Statenient e.f w~m'v Done. }V:o later than .February I st (}f each year, each c01npany that 

12 has designated one or more permit holdern pursuant to this Section must submit a 1witten statement, 

13 under oath, of the number o.fho'urs each of its designatedper~onnel ·worked in that capacity for the 

14 conipany during the previous year. The taxi conipany shall be responsible for· the accuracy of the 

15 statement. 

16 (f) Partial Conipletion o.f"R.equirements. If a permit holder perfon~s at least 750 hourn (}j 

17 work as designatedpersonnel for the conipany during the year but less than 1, 500 hours, the permit 

18 holder shall be entitled to partial credit against the drtving requirement on a pro rata basis. The credit 

19 shall correspond to the percentage ofl,500 hourn that the designatedpermit holder worked for the 

20 company in such capacity. !fa permit holder does notperform at least 750 hours (}/work as 

21 designatedpersonnel for the company during the year, the permit holder shall not be entitled to any 

22 credit against the dri"ving requirement. 

23 SECTI01'Tl082. OI'lLY1'/ATURAL PER .. SONSLICENSED; ONEPER}.1!TPER PERSOA~· 

24 LVDIVJDUAL PERMITTEES 01'/LY; EXCEPTIONS. 

25 
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1 (a) Indh:idual Perrnit Holder~. }fo permit to operate a motor -P1ehicle for hire shall be issued 

2 except to a natu~alperson and in no case to any business, firm, partner~hip, association or 

3 corporation, except aspro-P1ided.for in Subsection (e) ofthis Section. ]1lo more than one taxicab permit 

4 shall be issued to any one person, except as provided in Subsection (e) of this Section. 

5 (b) Permits Issued Only to Single Permittees. Except for permits issued in the name ofmore 

6 than one person prior to the effecti'.le date of this Article, no permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire 

7 shall be issued to, or in tlw name of, more than one per~on. 

8 (c) Exceptions for Existing Permits. The provisions o.fSubsection (a) of this Section shall 

9 not apply to any permit issued on or before July 1, 1978 that has been rene-wed and maintained in effect 

1 O continuously since that date. Such permits shall continue in effect. 

11 SECTIO~V 1083. SALE OR T.l?.AVSFER OF CORPORATE PER}.1ITTEE; COl?.POP.ATE 

12 RECORDS. 

13 (a) Permits Void in Event of Transfer or Sale ofPermittee. ·Any permit to operate a motor 

14 vehicle for hire held by apennittee that is not a naturalperson and ·which permit ·would othenvise 

15 remain in effectpur~uant to Section 1082(c) shall be deemed null and -void and re'.loked in any of the 

16 follo·wing circumstances: 

17 (i) lfthe pennittee is or ·was sold or transferred at any time after June 6, 1978; with 

18 a cumulati~·e sale or trans-fer of ~4) 10 percent or more o.f the stock or other owner~hip of the permittee, 

19 or (B) lOpercent ofthepermittee's assets since June 6, 1978 constituting e sele or trensfer for 

20 purposes ofthis Section unless such sele or transfer has been approved by the Police Commission in 

21 coriformence ·with the requirements of this Article and Sen Francisco Charter, Appendix F 

22 (ii) lfafier the effectiw date o.fthis Article the manegement or control ofthe 

23 permittee is tmnsfer+-ed for consideretion; 

24 (iii) lfafier the effective date o.fthis Article the permittee 's rights to receive income 

25 deriveif.from the lease o.fepermit is assigned, trensfer+'ed or sold. 
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(b) Corporate Records. Any corporation holding a permit hereunder shall maintain a stock 

register at the principal office of the corporation in San Francisco and the stock register shall be 

available to the Police Department for inspection. Such corporation s-,71,all report to .the Department in 

·writing any of the following: 

(i) Issuance or transfer of any shares ofstock. 

(ii) Change in any of the corporate officer~ ·which is required by Section 821 of the 

California Corporations Code. 

(iii) Change of any member of its board of directors. 

(c) Any report requiredpur~uGmt to this Section shall be filed ·with the Police Department 

within 10 days of the change, sale or transfer to be reported. 

SECTION 1084 . .PERA!ITSA PRIVILEGE; }lQ}lT.RA}lSFERABIL!TY OFPEP.},,fJTS; }fOTICE 

RE DEATH o..vp~.P ... MITTEE; LEASE OF PEP.}d!TPROHIB!TED AFTER PEP.}4JTTEE'S DEATH 

(a) Permits grantedpursuant to this Article co19stitute a privilege and do not constitute 

property of the permittee. Except aspro';ided in Sections 1131 (8) (taxicab color scheme permits) and 

1133(8) (taxicab dispatch service permits) o.fthis Article, no permit issued under this Article shall be 

transferable or assignable, either expressly or by operation ofltrw. 

(b) Within 14 days of the death of any livingperson holding apermit issued under this 

Article, the taxicab dispatch service 'lr'ith which thatpermit is affiliated, if it has kno·wledge o.fthe 

pennittee 's· death, and each lessee of the permittee 's permit ·who has knowledge of the pennittee 's death, 

shall notify the Chiefo.fPolice in ·writin,g'ofthepermittee's death. 

(c) It shall be unlawful to attempt to lease or lease, as lessor or lessee, anypermit issued 

pursuant to this Article with kno·wledge that the per~on in ·whose nanw thatpermit is issued is deceased 

SECTION 1085. PER},{fTFEES. 

(a) Payment o.f,.vees Required. It shall be unlawful for any person required to obtain a 

permitpur~uant to the proYisions of this Artick to operate a motor vehicle for hire, a taxicab dispatch 
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1 service or a taxicab color scheme, 1t•ithoutfir~t obtaining the requiredpermit andpaying the applicable 

2 fee therefor. 

3 (b) . Permit .F'ee. The fees chffl"gedforpermits issuedpu-rsuant to this Article shall be set · 

4 annually by the Boffl"d o.fSupervisors in an amount adequate to cover the estimated actual costs o.fthe 

5 enforcement of this Article, includingper~oniwl, pursuant to Section 2. 2 ofArticle I of the San 

6 Francisco Police Code; pr011ided, however, that after January I, 1990 said;fees sluill not be increased 

7 by an amount greater than 10 percent e>fthe fee set for the preceding yeffl". A proratedfee shall be 

8 charged,for any license issuedpur~uant to Subsection (a) hereo.ffor a period o.f"less than onefallyeffl". 

9 (c) Notification of Number ofPennits. The Cliiefof'Police shall notify the Controller and 

1 0 the Tax Collector of the number of motor 1·ehicle for hire permits in effect, and the seating capacity of · 

11 the vehicle~ for which the permits were granted; and, ·whenever additional permits ffl"e granted, or 

12 existing permits ffl"C modified or revoked during the year, the Controller and the Tax Collector shall be 

13 notified of same immediately. These notifications shall be in ·writing and signed by the Chief o.f'P olice, 

14 and shall be made on the follo1t•ing dates: 

. (i) Taxicabs and limousines on the 30th day of"June ofeach yeffl"; 15 

16 

17 

18 

(ii) All other motor vehicles for hire · on the 31st day ofDe~ember ofeach year. 

SECTION 1086. DURATIOI'l OF LICE.\TSES, ETC.; EXISTING PER}£TS. 

(a) Expiration Dates for Permits, Etc. All licenses and medallions issued under the 

19 provisions ofthis Section for the operation oftaxicabs and limousines shall expire on thefirst day of 

20 July next follo1t·ing their issuance. All other permits issuedpur~uant to this Article shall expire thefir~t 

21 day of"January next following their issuance. 

. 22 (b) Permits for the operation ofmotor ';chicles for hire in effect on, the effective date ofthis 

23 Article slwll remain infull force and effect subject to the other provisions o.fthis Article. 

24 SECTION 1087. E1'1.F'ORCEA1EVT PU}fD. 

25 
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1 All permit fees collectedpurnuant to this Article shall be held in trust by tlw Treasurer &jthe City and 

2 County of San Francisco and shall be distributed according to the fiscal and budgetary pro'~isions of 

3 · the San Frqncisco Cl1c:rter subject only to the follorving conditions and limitations: the proceedsfrom 

4 permit f'c:es collectedpursuant to this Article, including earnings/rem investments thereof, may be used 

5 only to conipensate and defray the capital and operating costs incurred by the City and Cmmty ofSan 

· 6 Francisco in enforcing the pro'~isions of this Article, including, without limitation, the costs incurred by 

7 the Police Department and the Controller to coniply ·with their obligations as set forth in this Article. 

8 The foregoing permit fee fimd is necessary for the purpose o.fregulation and to prmdde for the 

9 necessary investigation, inspections and administration under, and enforcement of, the provisions of 

1 0 this Article. 

11 SECT!01'11088. }.1EDALLIONS. 

12 (a) Issuance and Display. The Police Department shall issue a metallic medallion ofa 

13 design approved by the Police Commission for each motor vehicle for hire license issuedpursuant to 

14 the pro-visions of-Sections 1079 through. 1081 hereo.f: During all hours &}operation ofa motor -vehicle 

1 5 for hire, the medallion shall be placed in the lo1ver right corner o.fthe ·windshield in such a manner that 

16 t1~e serial number shall be clearly visiblefrom the exterior o.fthe vehicle; provided, however, that the 

17 Chief of Police shall designate the manner of displaying the medallion on motorized rickshm'ris and 
.> 

1 8 limousines. 

19 (b) },{edallion Pees. Every motor -vehicle for hire permit holder s-h,allpay to the Police 

20 Department/or each metallic motor -vehicle for hire medallion a sum set by ordinance to co-ver the 

21 costs of producing andprocessing each such metallic motor ·vehicle for hire medallion as may be 

22 issued to him or her pursuant to the pro-visions of this Section. Said fees shall be paid once each 

23 calendar year. 

24 SECT!01'11089. RESERVED. 

25 SECTIO)l 1090. REVOCATION OP PEP.2.1JTS. 
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1 (a) Revocation for Cause. Any permit issued under this Article may be suspended or 

2 revoked by the Police Commission for good cause after a noticed hearing. "Good cause" hereunder 

3 shall include, but sh,all not be limited to, the fello·wing: 

4 

5 

6 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

The permittee ceased to be a full time drfver. 

Thepermitteefailedtopay apennitfee after notice ofno-npayment. 

Thepermittee or the lessee ofthepermittee'spermit operated without the 

7 insurance required by this Article. 

8 (iv) The permittee or a-n agent of the pennittee kYw-wingly made false statements to or 

9 concealed informationfrom the Police Commission, the Chiefo.fPolice or the Police Department. 

10 

11 (vi) 

The permittee has been convicted of any crime involving moral turpitude. 

The per+nittee has failed to satisf/ any judgment for da-mages wisingfrom 

12 unlawful or negligent operation under any permit issued under this Article. 

13 (vii) The permittee has been convicted ofa misdemeanor 1mder Section 1185 of this 

14 Article. 

(vlli) The pennittee violated the Traffic Code of the City ttnd County of San Francisco 

or the Vehicle Code or related laws o.fthe State of Ca!i-fornia. \ 

15 

16 

17 (ix) The pennittee violated any applicable statute, ordinttnce, rule or regulation 

1 8 pertaining to the operation or licensing of the ',,•chicles and ser1>1ices regulated by this Article, including 

19 any rules and regulation,s enacted by the Chief of Police pursuant to this Article. 

20 Upon a showing afgood cause., the Police Commission shall have discretion to suspend or revoke a 

21 permit as set forth abow, except that a suspension and/or revocation shall be mandatory in the 

22 circumstances described in Subparts (i) through (vi) above. 

23 (b) Revocation ofl'Jore Than One Permit. Where eper~on 1>·iolating this Article holds more 

24 than one permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire in the City ttnd County ofSa-n Pra-ncisco, the Police 

25 Commission may revoke or suspend all such permits. 
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1 (c) Suspension by Chief of Police. The ChiefofPolice mey suspend summarily any permit 

2 issued under this Article pending a disciplinary hearing before the Police Commission ·when in the 

3 opinion ofsaid Chief of Police the public health or sefety requires such summary suspension. Any 

4 affectedpermittee shall be given notice ofsuch sitmmary suspension in 1~.riting deli';ered to said 

5 permittee in person or by registered letter. 

6 SEC. 1091. INSUP..,41''1CE.REQUL.1?.ED. 

7 Unless otherwise proiJided by ordinance, no person, firm or corporation, shall operate any motor . 

8 ';chicle for hire unless and until such person, firm or corporation sh,all c01nply y;ith the proiJisions o.f 

9 either Section 1092 or 109 4 of this Article. 

10 SECTION 1092. FILING LVSUlM1'fCE POLICIES OR BOND WITH POLICE CO}il.1ISS!01\Z 

11 (a) Eachper~on, firm or corporation holding apennit to oper{J;te a motor vehicle for hire 

12 pursuant to this Article shallfile ·with the Police Commission and thereafter keep infull force and effect 

13 a policy of insurance in such form as the Police Commission may deem proper and executed by an 

14 insurer approved by the said Commission insuring the public against any loss or damage that may 

15 result to anyper~on orpropertyfrom the operation o.fsuch vehicle or -vehicles. Except as provided in 

16 Subsections (b) through (d) o.f this Section, the minimum amount of recovery i1i such policy of insurance 

17 shall be not less than the following sums: 

18 (i) Personal injury to or death ofany one person, $100, 000 and subject to the limit 

19 o/$100, 000 for each person injured or killed, $ 450, 000 for such injury to, or the death of two or more 

2 0 persons in any one accident; 

(ii) Damage to property, $25, 000 for any one occurrence; 21 

22 (iii) In lieu of the requirements in (i) and (ii) abo-ve, combined single limit co';erage 

23 of$500, 000. 

24 (b) i4'or vehicles having €l seating capBcity of more than lOpersons the limit of liability for 

25 persorwl injury to, or death ofany one person shall be $50, 000 and subject to the limit of$50, 000 for · 
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1 each person injured or kBled, $100, 000 for such injury to, or death of two or more persons in any one 

2 accident; damages to property, $25, 000 for any one occurJ"ence. 

3 (c) A per~on, firm or corporation holding a permit to operate a motor ·vehicle for hire 

4 pursuant to this Article, may, in lieu ofthe aferesaidpolicy of'liability insurance, file ·with said 

5 Commission a bond in such form as the Commission may deem proper executed by a surety cornpany 

6 duly authorized to do business ·within the State of California. The bond shall be conditioned.for the 

7 payment o,fthe amounts set forth hereinabove and shall provide for the entry of judgment on motion of 

8 the State in favor of any holder of afine1 judgment on account o,f damages to property or injury to any 

9 person caused by· the oper-ation o,fsuchpe-rson's,jirm's or corporation's motor -....1ehicle. 

1 0 Ifsuch per.son, firm or corporation mms or offers for hire one or more such motor ';;ehicles, bonds 

11 shall be in !he sum as follows: 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

(i) If only one, $100, 000 any one occurJ"ence. 

(ii) If more than one but less than six, $200, 000 for any one occurrence. 

(iii) lfmore thanfi've but less than 21, $450, 000 for any one occurrence. 

(i'.J) lfmore than 20 but less than 61, $600, 000 for any one occurJ"ence. 

(i;) lfmore than 60 but less than 101, $1, 000, 000 for any on.e occurrence. 

(vi) lfmore than JOO, $3, 000, 000 any one occurrence. 

18 Subject to the Um its sho-wn for any one occurrence, th.e bond shall be conditioned to pay $100, 000 for 

19 injury to any one person and $25, 000 for damage of property C>fany one per.son. 

20 (d) · .F'or •·chicles having £l seating capacity of more th€m 10 persons, said bond shall be in an 

21 amount for any one occurrence which shall be twice the corresponding amounts as set forth in 

22 Subsections (c) (i) through (c) (vi) of this Section. 

23 SECT!Ol'l 1093. }lEWPOUCY TO BE FUP .. NISHED. 

24 If at any time, the policy or certificate of insurance referred to in Sections 1091 and 1092 is cancelled 

25 by the issuing company, the insuredpermittee sh.all report that fact to the ChiefC>f Police ·within three 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 34 I 



1 days after the insuredpermittee received notice of cancellation. Thepermittee shall replace said 

2 policy or certificate ·with anotherpolicy or certificate prior to the termination ofthe existingpolicy or 

3 certificate prior to the termination of the existing policy or certificate andprovide immediate 

4 -verification of that replacementpolicy or certificate to the Chief of Police. The Chicfo,fPolice shall 

5 . thereafter re',;ie1F the replacementpolicy or certificate to verify that the insurer issuing the replacement 

6 policy or certificate satisfies the provisions of Section 1092. 

7 SECT!Ol'l l 09 4. PROVIS!Ol'lS F'OR SELT? LVSURERS. 

8 Any person, firm, corporation, association or organization of owners of vehicles for hire who have a 

9 certificate ofself insurance from the State £JjCaliforniapur.suant to Sections 16500and16056 ofthe 

10 Vehicle Code mayfile said certificate together with apolicy £Jjinsur-anceproYiding excess insurance 

11 over self insurance retention for single limit of not less than $1, 000, 000 applying to bodily injuries or 

12 property· damage or a combination thereo,l with the Police Commission, and shall thereupon be 

13 deemed in compliance with the proilisions ofSection 1092 of this Article. 

14 SECTIOZ'l 1095. IN..T?0&\1AT!Ol'1 TO BE FILED WJTH CHIEF OF POLICE. 

15 (a) Information Re Other Permits. }fa person, firm or corporation shall operate or cause to 

16 be operated any motor Yehicle for hire, . unless and until such person, firm or corporation shallfile with 

17 the Police Commission ti sworn statement setting forth the permits and/or certificates held; or proposed 

18 to be acquired; by applicant:from other governmental bodies relating to the proposed operation, and 

19 annually thereafter, and not later than thefirst ·week in },fay of each year, and as often as said 

2 O Commission shall direct, file a sworn statement setting forth the permits and/or certificates then held by 

21 applicantfr.om other governmental bodies relating to said operation, together with a sworn statement 

22 showingfull compliance ·with allprovisions £Jjthe },/unicipal Code and/or State or federal la·ws 

23 applicable to said operations. Failure tofile such statement or statements shall constitute a Yiolation 

24 of this Article and shall be deemed a cause for cancellation of any and all permits to so operate. 

25 
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1 Excepting, however, everyper~on, firm or corporation ha-ving heret&forefiled such statement with the 

2 Board ofSupervisors, shallfile such annual statement as provided herein. 

3 (h) Financial Information. The Controller o.f the City and County ofSan Francisco shall 

4 establish rules a11d regulations for the keeping anijiling of financial statements, mid accounting books 

5 and records, bypermittees under this Article. The purpose ofsuch rules and regulations shall be to 

6 provide _infonnation to the Board o.fSupervisor~ with respect to mcccimum rates to be authorized;for 

7 motor vehicles for hire and to the Police Commission for the perfonnance of its duties under the law. 

8 SECTI01V 1096. C0171lTINUOUS OPERATI01'lREQUJRED. 

9 (a) . Requirement. Allpermittees under this Article shall regularly and daily operate or 

1 0 ar7"ange for the operation of their motor vehicle for hire during each day of the year to the extent 

11 reasonably necessary to meet the public demand for such motor -vehicle for hire service. 

12 (h) Revocation Upon Abandonment. Upon abandonment o.fsuch bminess for a period of I 0 

13 consecuti-ve days by apermittee or operator, th~ Police Commission shall, afterftve days' ·written 

14 notice to thepennittee or operator, rev•oke thepermitorpermits ofsuchpermittee or operator; except 

1 5 as provided in Subsectio¥J; (c) o.f this Section. 

16 (c) Suspension of Operations. The Police Commission met)) on ·w~itten etpplication a11d 

17 follovr•ing an investigation, grant to the holder ofanypermit hereunderpermission to suspend 

18 · operation pursuant to such permit for a period not to exceed 90 calendar days in CH'l)' one 12 rnonth 

1 9 period in case &}sickness, death, or other similar hardship. }lo thing in this Subsection shall be in 

20 conflict ·with or limit thepro-:;isions ofSection 1153 o.fthis Article pertaining to a suspension of' 

21 operation by a jitney bus permittee: 

22 (d) . },fetorized Rickshmv-s. }lotwithstanding al'l)' contrary provisions of this Section, the 

23 Police Commission is authorized to allow any motorizedrickshawpermittee to suspend operation 

24 during those times 1vhen in the judgment of the Police Commission, public con-venience and necessity 

25 would not suffer as a result of the suspension ofsuch operation. In making such determination, the 
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1 · Police Commission may consider the average ·weather conditions during such period o.fsuspended 

2 operations and the a11ailability of tourists wishing to use the services offered by a motorized rickshaw. 

3 SECTIOi\T 1097. SAFE, CLEA1'1 OPER.AT!ONREQUL.7<ED. 

4 l\70 11ehiele licensed as a motor vehicle for hire shall operate unless it is in a safe operating condition 

5 and has body and seating facilities 1~1hich are clean and in good repair. 

6 SECT!O}lf l 098. RESERVED. 

7 SECTION 1099. SAl'llTARY CONIXTI01\Z 

8 Everypers?n owning or operating, or causing to be operated; any motor 11ehicle fer hire under this 

9 Article ghall thoroughly ·wash each such 11ehicle, when so operated; at least once a ·week; and shall also 

1 0 care.fully s1~·eep and clean each vehicle other than a taxicab daily. Whenev'er required in writing by the 

11 Board ofHcalth of the City and County o.fSan Francisco, ewryper~on 01~·ning or operating; or 

12 causing to be operated; any such vehicle ·within the limits ofsaid City and County shallfally disinfect 

13 each vehicle so operated by spraying the vehicle with an efficient disinfectant . 

. 14 SECTION 1100. BRAKE INSPECTIOl'l 

15 Before taking any descrmding grade o.f fiw percent or over, the spec& o.fany motor 11ehicle for hire 

16 licensedpursuant to this Article oth,er than a taxicab or motorized rickshaw shall be reduced so as to 

17 test the war.king of the brakes thereof: The brak~s on all motor '.lehicles for hire other than taxicabs 

18 and motorized rickshaws licensedpur~uant to this Article shall be inspected and tested daily by 

1 9 competent inspectors employed by the person or per~ons owning or operating, or causing to be 

20 operated such 'fl"ehicks. 

21 SECTIOJ'f 1101. DRIVING RECKLESSLY OR UNDER !NFL UE1'1CE OF INTOXICANTS 

22 PROHIBITED. 

23 lt shall be unlavefulfor anyper~on ·who operates a motor -vehicle for hire licensed under this Article to 

24 do so (a) while under the influence of liquor, or (b) tn a reckless and dangerous manner. 

25 SECT!O}lf IJ02. LOAIX1'/G REGULATED .. 
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It shall be ifnlawfal fer any person operating a motor vehicle for hire licensedpur~uant te this Article 

te permit that vehicle te remain standing upon the street for the purpose of loading or unloading 

passengers unless the vehicle is l'P'ithin two feetfrom the curb. 

SECTION 1103. POSTIPlG SCHEDULE OF RATES. 

Every taxic.ab, jitney and sightseeing bus shall h«Ve permanently affixed te the interior thereof in a 

place readily te be seen bypassengers, aframe covered with glass or plastic, enclosing a card upon 

which s,11,all be printed inplain, legible letters the schedule ofrates authorized:f'or carriage in such 

vehicle and such other provisions of this Article €lS the Chief of Police shallprescribe. The saidframe 

and enclosed card must be approved by the Chief of Police. 

SECTIO.,.\T 1105 . . RESERVED. 

SECTION 1107. IIBPORTS OFLOSTPROPERTY. 

Drivers and operators o.fmotor vehicles for hire shallpromptly report to the Bureau oflnspector~ of . I 

the Police Departrnent within 2 4 hours all property o.f "Valuefand in their "Vehicles by such drivers or 

operators or deli"veredte them by anyperson who hasfoundsuchproperfy~ 

SECTI01'l II 08. P[JBL!C STAVDS. 

The following are hereby designated as public stands for licensed taxicabs, limousines and sightseeing 

buses: 

(a) At or near the entrance te docks and whar'/es o.f passenger carrying ships and other 

vessels; 

(b) Railroad depots; 

(c) Around such public squares, except Union Square, as may be designated to the 

Department of Public Works from time to time, but not on the streets, croSSlvalks or within double 

tines-;-

(d) Bus depots; 
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1 (e) At or near the entrance to rapid transit stations; pro-vided, ho·wever, that no sightseeing 

2 bus shall bepennitted to occupy said stands; 

3 (j) All stands hereto.fore designated by the Department of Public FViJrks purnuant to the 

4 provisions of former Section 1117 of this Code; provided, howe-ver, that the Board of Super-visors may, 

5 by resolution, designate the type, or types, of' --;chicles ·which shall be permitted to 'blSe any such stand, 

6 and may, by resolution, rescind the designation of any such stand; 

7 (g) The Board ofSupervisorn, after notice has been duly glven to the ormer of the property 

8 fronting the space ·where such stand is to be located, and after public hearing has been held thereon, 

9 may, by resolution, designate such additionalpublic stands as itfinds necessary for the con--;enience of 

1 0 the public, and in its absolute discretion, may, by resolution, designate the type, or types of vehicles, 

11 including 'jitney b'blSes, ";'r>·hich shall be permitted to 'blSC any such stand or to rescind the designation of 

12 any such public stand 

13 SECTJO}l 1109. REG[JLATING STA}IDING. 

14 }lo drh'er o.fany taxicab or limousine ·while awaiting ernployment bypassengers, shall do any o.fthe 

15 follo·wing: · 

16 -(a) Stand on any public street or place other than or upon a stand designated or established 

17 in accordance with the pro--;isions ofSection 1108 of this Article; or 

18 (b) . Seek employment by repeatedly andpernistently dri'ving his vehicle to andfro for a short 

19 space infi·olit ofany theater, hall, hotel, public resort, railroad or fer+-y station or otherplace ofpublic 

2 0 gathering; or 

21 (c) Interfere with the proper and orderly access to or egress from any theater, hall, hotel, 

22 public resort, railroad or ferry station or other place ofpublic gathering. 

23 SECTIONlllO. RESERVED. 

24 DIVISION II TAXICABS 

25 Permits 
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1 SECTIOI'f. 1120. TA.){[CAB PERiW!TS. 

2 It shall be unW.1efitl to o-wn or operate a taxicab in the City and County ofSan Francisco unless a 

3 taxicab permit has been issued by the Police Commission for the operation of that vehicle. Taxicab 

4 permits shall be applied for and issuedpursucmt to Sections 1079through1081 and this Division of 

5 this Article. 

6 SEC. 1121. PEPd4lI'APPLICATIOl'lS; P1?.EFERE1'./CES; DRIVIPlG EXP~RIE...VCE 

7 REQUIRED. 

8 

9 

10 . 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Submission ofApplications; Taxicab Waiting List. Applications for taxicab permits shall 

be accepted by the Taxi Commission and shall be recorded by the date and time at which each 

application is recei11ed. The Commission shall maintain a list in the order ofreceipt ("taxicab ',yaiting 

list'9 ofall taxicab permit applications that have not been acted upon, in excess of the number ofsuch 

permits authorizedpursuant to Section 1079. When a taxicab permit becomes avaita.blefor issue and 

an applicant on the taxicab ·waiting list is eligible for a heffl'ing before the Commission, the 

Commission shall so notify the applicant. 

Each applicant for a taxicab permit must, at the time of filing the application: 
(I) Be a resident of the United States, ofgood moral chffl'acter;. 

(2) Be 21 year~ or ofder; 

(3) Be free o.fany disease, condition, infirmity, or addiction to the use o.fakohol or any 
controlled substance, which might render the applicant unfit for the safe operation of 
a taxicab or any other motor ·vehicle for hire; 

(7) Ha'.Je held a drio;er 'sperm it pursuant to Section 1089 of this Article for two years . 
immediatelypreceding the date ofapplicationfor a taxicabpennit. 
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1 (b) Dri"ving Experience Required. To qualify for issuance o.fa taxicab permit, an otherwise 

2 qualified applicant must have the driving experience specified in subparts (i) (vi) belor1», subject to the 

3 modification stated in subsection (c). The required driving may be satisfied only by driving a taxicab 

4 and/or ramped taxi for which a permit has been issued by the Taxi Commission. For the purposes of· 

5 this subsection (b), the phrase "application heard by the Commission during calendar year" includes 

6 an application publicly scheduled to be heard in the calendar year, but continued in that calendar year 

7 to the noxt calendar year by the Commission. 

8 (i) 
) 

For an application hear-dby the Commission during calendar year 2004: The 

9 applicant must ha•·e been afall time driver during the 12 months immediatelypreceding the 

1 0 Commission's hearing on the application. For the purposes of this subpart (i), '~+uu time driver" shall 

11 be defined in accordance with Section 1076(o), except that the timeframe applicable to the definition is 

12 the 12 months immediatelypreceding the hearing on the application rather than 12 months constituting 

13 a calendar year. 

14 (ii) For an application heard by the Commission duri71g calendar year 2005: The 

15 applicant must have been a fall time driver, as defined in Section 1076(o), ditring calendar year 2005 

16 or the 12 months immediately preceding the hearing on the application. 

17 (iii) For an application heard by the Commission during calendar year 2006: The 

18 applicGH1t must ha'.le been afall time driver, as defined in Section 1076(0), during calendar year 2005 

19 or 2006. 

20 (iv) For an application heard by the Commission during calendar year 2007: The 

21 applicant n:ust ha',;e been afall time driver, as defined in Section 1076(0), during any two calendar 

22 yearsfrom 2005 to 2007, inclusive. 

23 For &1 application heard by the Commission during calendar year 2008: The 

24 applicant m'ust have been afall time driver, as defined in Sec_tion 1076(o), during any three calendar 

25 J)earsfrom 2005 to 2008, inclusive. 
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1 (vi) For an application heard by the Commission during calendar year 2009: The 

2 applicant must ha1Je been a full time driver, as defined in Section 1076(0), during any four calendar 

3 yearsfr~m 2005 to 2009, inclusi';'e. 

4 (vii) F'or an application heard by the Commission in calendar year 2010 and 

5 subsequent calendar years: The applicant must have been afell time driver, as defined in Section 

6 1076(o), for five year~, as specified in Alternative 1 or Alternate 2 helm~·. 

7 Alternative 1: The applicant ·was a full time driver during the calendar year immediately preceding the 

8 hearing, and during four oftheft"'e calendar year~ immediatel:ypreceding that calendar year. 

9 Alternative 2: The applicant ·was a full tin~e driver during the calendar year in ·which the application is 
. . 

1 0 heard; and during four o.fthe five calendar yetH"S immediately preceding that calendar year. (viii) When 

11 an applicant seeks credit as a full time driver under this subsection (b) for the sanie calendar year in 

12 ·which his or her application is heard by the Commission, the Commission shallpro rate the amount o.f 

13 dri';ing require.d under Section 1076(0) against the portion of the calendar year that has elapsed as of· 

14 the date of the hearing. 

15 (ix) The Commission may substitute an equivalent amount of prior full time drt-ving 

16 experience for the experience required under subsections (b)(i) (vi) above, ·where the Commission . 

17 determines after apublic hearing that the applicant has been unjustly and systematically denied 

18 employment in the taxi industry in rCJtaliation for engaging in legitimate political, expressi'.Je, or labor 

19 activity. The applicant shall ha'.Je the burden of establishing such a claim, and any such determination 

20 s,"0,all require a two thirds' vote of the Commission. 

21 (c) .Uodifipation a/Required Driving Experience. Ifno applicant has the driving experience 

22 requiredpursitant to subsections (b) (ii) (vi), but public convenience and necessity as detennined 

23 pursuant tO Section 1079 warrants issuance a.fa taxicab permit, the Taxi Commission may issue the 

24 permit to an otherwise qualified applicant ·who has been a full time dri-ver during the 12 months 

25 immediatelypreceding the Commission's hearing on the application. F'orpurposes o.fthisfirst 
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1 paragraph ofsubsection (c), '}itll time drtver" shall be defined in accordance ·with Section 1076(o), 

2 except thatthe timeframe applicable to the definition is the 12 .months immediatelypreceding the 

3 hearing on the application rather than 12 month! constituting a cakndar year. 

4 The Commission may be regulation establish additional driving experience requiredfor the issuance of 

5 a taxicab permit under the circumstances described in this subsection (c), provided that the regulation 

6 shall requi'f!e neither greater drh·ing experience than is requiredpursuant to subsections (b)(ii) (P·i) 

7 nor drtving experience for any calendar year greater than the driving experience encompassed in the 

8 definition of" '}itll time driver in &ction 1076(o). 

9 (d) Educational Requirements. In addition to meeting the driving requirements in subsection 

1 0 (b) and (c), applicants must also meet any educational or training requirements irnposed by the Taxi 

11 Commission. 

12 (e) Burden of Proo/on Applicant; Recordkeeping by Applicant. The taxicab permit 

13 applicant shall have the burden ofshm~·ing that he or she has the drtving experience required to qualify 

14 for th-e taxicab permit. The applicant shall keep records sufficient to document his or her drtving for the 

15 calendar year or years necessary to satisfy the driving requirement. 

16 (/) Recordkeeping by Color Scheme Permitholders. Holders of color scheme permits shall 

17 maintain and retain records that ·will document driving performed by dri-vers o.ftaxicabs and ramped 

18 taxis affiliated with the color scheme. Within 60 days o.fthe effective date o.fthis subsection (e), the Taxi 

19 Commission shall .adopt a regulation requiring holders of color sch.eme permits to me:intain and retain 

20 such records for a period of time sufficient to aid the Commission in detennining whether applicants 

21 have met the specific driving requirements mandated by subsection (b). Failure o.f the Commission to 

22 adopt such a regulation, or failure o.fthe color scheme permitholder to comply '~·ith the regul~tion, 

23 shall not excuse the permit applicantfrom the dri-ving requirement or relieve the applicantfrom the 

24 burden o.f proving that he or she has satisfied the requirement. 

25 
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1 (g) }fotice of Required Driving. I'lotice of the drilling experience required of taxicab permit 

2 applicants pursuant to subsections (b) and (c) and o.fthe applicant's burden o_fpro-ving the requisite 

3 dri11ing experience and maintaining adequate records pursuant to subsection (d), shall be gi-.,,•en by the 

4 City and color scheme permitlwlders pursua,nt to subparts (i) (iii) belo:w. Jn accord rtdth Section 

5 1148.1 (e), the notice shall also include information pertaining to rarnped taxi permit applicants. 

6 Failure to give the notice required by subparts (i), (ii), or (iii) shall not excuse the taxicab permit 

7 applicant/rem the driving requirement or relieve the applicantfrom the burden ofproving that he or 

8 slw has satisfied the requirement. The Taxi Commission mayprovide additional notice beyonithat 

9 required by subparts (i) (iii). 

10 (i) Within 30 days ofthe effecti'.Je date o.fthis subsection (f), the Commission shall 

11 give ·written notice of the requirements ofsubsections (b), (c), and (d) to each applicant on the ta,·YJicab 

12 ·waiting list. Thereafter, the Commission shall give written notice to each ne-w appUcant on the taxicab 

13 pennit ·waiting list on or before thefiling ofthe application. 

14 (ii) Beginning no later than 30 days after the effective date of this subsection(/), the 

15 Office of Treasurer and Tax Collector, in consultation ·with the Commission, shall gir'e written notice of 

16 the requirements o.fsubsections (b), (c),. and (d) to eachperson who is obtaining or rene-wing the driver 

17 o.fpublic passenger vehicle permit. Said notice shall additionally inform the person o.f the existence of' 

18 the taxicab waiting list ·and the process for getting on the list. 

19 (iii) Within 20 days ofthe effecti".le date of this subsection (f), the Coinmission shall 

20 adopt a regulation requiring each holder ofa color scheme permit to post '1twitten notice of the 

21 requirements ofsubsections (b), (c), and (d) at a location et the color scheme'splace ofbusiness that is 

22 ordinarily ·within the view of'vi1orking ta,·d drivers effiliated·with the color scheme. 

23 SEC. 1122 .. EUGIBILITY .F'OR TAXICAB PERA/ITS. 

24 

25 
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Before issuing a taxicab permit, the Police Commission shall consider the criteria set forth in Section 

1081. of this Article. In addition, before issuing a taxicab permit, the Police Commission must 

determine that: 
(a) .The applicant will be afall time dri"ver; 

(b) The applicant ·will operate saidpermit under or in association ·with a licensed taxicab 
dispatch senice ·with radio dispatch capability as defined in Section 1076(d) o.fthis Article; 
tmd . . 

(c) The applicant holds a driver's permitpwwuant to Section 1089 of this Article. 

SEC. 1123. P.AD!O DISPATCH CAPABILITY 

(a) Radio Required. Commencing 60 days after the effecti-ve date of this Article, it shall be 

1 0 unlaviful for any taxicab licensedpur~uant to this Article to be operated ·without a radio permitting 

11 two ·way communication ·with a taxicab dispatch service licensedpur~uant to this Article. 

12 (b) Affiliation with Taxicab Dispatch Senice Required Prior to the issuance a.fa taxicab 

13 permit, every applicant fer such a permit shalljile with the Police Commission a statement, giving the 

14 name, address, andphone number of the taxicab dispatch sen ice through ·which taxicab service is to 

15 be made available to the public pur~uant to the permit for ·which application has been made. Within 60 

16 days of the effective date of this Article, such a statement shall bejiledfor each permit outstanding on 

17 the effective date of this Article. }lo permit shall be registered to more than one radio dispatch senrice. 

18 }lotice o.fany change o.ftaxicab dispatch service affiliation must be gi'.Jen to the Police Commission in 

19 ·writing by the taxicab permittee 1i·ithin 10 days of the effective date thereof: 

20 SEC. 1124. LEASE OFTAXICABPERA1IT 

21 Provided t~at a taxicab permit is operated in compliance with all other applicable statutes, lar1''s, rules 

22 and regulations, a taxicabpermittee may operate his or herpermit by authorizing another to drive or 

23 operatepunuant to saidpermit under any otherrvise lmefitl lease, employment, or·other agreement. A 

24 ·true and corf'ect copy ofsuch lease, employment, or other agreement shall be filed by the permit holder 

25 vlitl1 the Chief of Police within 10 days o.fthe execution of that agreement. }lathing in this Section shall 
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1 be deemed to modify, limit or excuse the obligations ofanypermitteepursuant to the provisions o.f 

2 Section· 1123 of this Article. 

3 SEC. 1124.5. EA1PLOYEESTATUSFOR DRIVERS. 

4 (a) }loMithstanding the provisions of Section 112 4, no pernon shall drive a taxicab 11,iho is 

5 not either the permit holder for that taxicab, an employee of the pennit holder, or an employee of the 

6 color scheme permit holder for that taxicab. 1'1o taxicab permit hotder or color scheme permit holder 

7 shall cause or permit any person to dri11e a taxicab pursuant to that taxicab permit who is not either the 

8 permit holder for that ta,'Cicab, an employee o.f'the permit hotder, or an employee of the color scheme 

9 permit holder for that taxicab .... %rpurposes o.fthis Section, "taxicab" shall include a raniped taxicab. 

10 (b) The provisions afSubsection (a) slu1ll not take effect unless and.until the Board of 

11 Supenisors accepts thepetitionprovidedf'or in Subsection (e). 

12 (c) Any person may submit to the Board o.fSupervisors apetition signed by more than 50 

13 percent o.fallfull time and regular part time licensed taxicab drivern in the City, other than taxicab 

14 permit holders, stating that the signer ·wishes to dri"ve as an employee pursuant to Subdivision (a) of 

15 this section. The following rules andprocedures shall apply to any such petition: 

16 (1) The total number o.ffull time and regular part time dri'vers shall be computed on 

17 the basis of2. 5 eligible dri11ers for each full time taxicab permit issued. A "regular part time driver" 

18 shall be defined as a driver who drives less thanfive full shifts but at least two fall shifts per week. 

19 (2) }lo signature on any suchpetition shall be ·valid ifsignedmore than six months 

2 0 · prior to submission o.fthe petition to the Board ofSupervisorn. All signatures collected shall be 

21 submitted to the Taxi Commission for verification at the same time. 

22 (3\ 
/ Each signature shall include the driver's badge number. Upon submission of the 

23 petition, the Police Department shallpro11ide the Board ofSupervisorn with the names and badge 

24 nwnbers ofqualified drivern for the six month period during ·which the signatures ·were collected. 

25 
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1 (d) The Board ofSupervisors, or a committee designated by the President of the Board, 

2 shall by motion accept the petition if it determines that the petition has been circulated and signatures 

3 obtained in a fair and reliable manner and that the petition represents an accurate and reliable 

4 measure of the ·wishes of the majority of the taxicab drivers. The provisions o.fSubsection (a) shall talw 

5 effect 3 0 days after the Board accepts the petition pursuant to this subsection. 

6 (e) . }lo pernon shall interfere ·with, restrain, coerce or retaliate against any other indi"vidual 

7 for engaging in tlw solicitation o.fsignatures or other related activitiespurnuant to this Section. 

8 Violation ofanyprovision ~fthis Section may constitute good cause to suspend or revoke a permit 

9 pursuant to Section I 090 CJ/ this Article. 

10 SEC. 1125. TAXICAB COLOR SCHEA1ES; ADOPTf{)N; PER}d!TS; CHA~\TGES. 

11 (a) Color Scheme Required. Upon the issuance ofa taxicab permit, every taxicab pennittee 

12 shall adopt a distinguishing taxicab color scheme that has. been approved by· the Taxi Commission 

13 purnuant to Subsection (b) of this Section. The taxicab permittee 's choice of color scheme shall. be 

14 subject to the approval CJ/the Taxi Commission, v;hich approval shall be given except ·when it clearly 

15 ·would not be in the public interest to do so. 

16 (b) Color Scheme Permits. Any holder ofa tax:icabpermit or a ta.,Yicab dispatch service 

17 permit under this Article may apply to the Taxi Commission for taxicab color scheme permitpursuant 

1 8 to Section I 080 of this Article. That permit shall entitle the holder to the exclusive rights to the use o.f 

19 that taxicab color scheme for taxicabs licensedpursuant to this Article; provided, ho·wever, that the 

2 O pennittee under this Subsection may authorize taxicab permit holdern to adopt the licensed taxicab 

21 color scheme, as set forth in Subsection (a). }fotwithstanding the provisions ofSection 1083 o.fthis 

22 Article (nontransferability of permits), the permits issuedpurnuant to this Section are transferable, 

23 subject to the approval of the Taxi Commission, ·who shall determine that the proposed transferee meets 

24 the criteria set forth in Section 1081 of this Article. The permittee shall give notice to the TaYi 

25 Commission of any intended transfer at least 14 days prior to any such transfer. Applicants fer permits 
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1 authorized by this Section,' as ·well as for color scheme changes and renewal of permits, shallpey to the 

2 City and County ofSan Francisco a sum set by ordinance to col:1er the costs ofadvertising, 

3 investigating, andprocessing the application for each pennit. 

4 (c) Existing Color Scheme. Allpersons and entities ·who, prior to the effective date of 

5 Ordinance 562 88, haw obtainedpermissionfrom the Chief of Police to use a taxicab color scheme 

6 are hereby deemed to be permittees under this Section; provided, hawever, that such per~ons or entities 

7 shall hereafter pay to the Chief of Police the taxicab col-Or scheme permit fee as established by the 

8 ChiefofPohce. 

9 (d) Change of Color Scheme. It shall be unlawful for any taxicab permittee or operator to 

1 0 make or cause to be made any change ·whatsoever in the distinguishing color scheme of any taxicab 

11 ·without the prior written appro1>·al o_fthe Taxi Commission, which appro1>•al shall be gh•en except when 

12 it clearly ·would not be in the public interest to do so. }fo change in distinguishing taxicab color scheme 

13 s-.11all be allawed ifsuch change will result in the discontinuance, interruption or reduction ofradio 

14 . dispatched taxicab service, and the Taxi Commission shall consider the impact ofaproposed change of 

15 distinguishing taxicab color scheme upon the quantity and quality ofradio dispatched taxicab service 

16 or paratransit service available to the public before allowing any such change.· 

17 SEC. 1126. NA},/E ON VEHICLE. 

18 Every taxicab licensedpursuant to this Article shall have the name under which the or~·ner operates 

19 painted in letters at leasftwo inches in height on the side doors ofeach side ofthe i>'ehicle. 

20 SEC. 1127. TAXICAB DISPATCH SERVICE P~P.},!JTS. 

21 (e) Permit Required. It shall be unlawful to o·wn or operate a taxicab dispatch sen•ice in the 

22 City and County of San Francisco unless a permit has been issued by the Police· Commission for the 

23 operation o.f that service pur~uant to the provisions of this Article. Applications for such permits shall 

24 be made pur~uant to the pro-visions o.fSection 1080 of this Article. 

25 
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1 (b) Permits Transferable. Notwithstanding the provisions ofSection 1083 of this Article, the 

2 permits issuedp'blnuant to this Section are transferable, su'l>ject to the approval o,fthe Chiefo.fPolice, 

3 ·who shall determine that the proposed transferee meets the criteria set forth in Section I 081 a/this 

4 Article. The permittee shall give notice to the Chief of Police afany intended transfer at least 30 days 

5 prior to any such transfer. 

6 Regulations Goilerning Operations 

7 SEC. 1135. RESERVED. 

8 SE<;. 1135.1. GATEFEES. 

9 (a) Cap on Gate Fees. The mean gate fee charged drivers by a taxicab cmnpany may not 

10 exceed $96. 50 for a shift of 10 hour~ or longer. The cap shall be prorated at $9. 65 per hour for shifts 

11 shorter than I 0 hours. The mean gate fee shall be determined by adding together the gate fees char%Cd 

12 by the company for all available shifts during one ·week and dividing that total by the number of· 

13 m 1ailable shifts during the ·week. 

14 (b) "Gate Fee" Defined For the purposes afthis Section, "gate fee" shall mean any 

15 monetaryfee or other charge or consideration, or any combination thereo_l required ofa dri-ver other 

16 than a permit holder for the pri'lile ge of driving a taxicab during a particular sh:ift, or for any period of 

17 time, including receipt a/all servicespro-vided in connection ·with such privilege, ·whether said:fee is set 

18 by contract, lease or other agreement, orally or in ·writing, and whether said;fee is paid by the driver as 

19 a flat rate, as a commission on receipts from fares, or as a specified:fee for any other purpose. 

20 (c) Regulations; Penalties. The Taxi Commission may, from time to time and after a noticed 

21 public hearing, adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this Section. Violation of any provision · 

22 o,fthis Section, or &jany regulation adoptedpursuant to this Section, may be cause fer re..,•ocation or 

23 s'blspension ofanypermit granted to the -violator by the City and County rel€tted to the operation of 

24 taxicabs or other motor vehicles for hire, or for the ilnposition afany other penalties authorized under 

25 this Article. 
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1 (d) Ratifying Gate Fees Actually Charged TJp to $91.50 Between Januery 1, 2003 and 

2 October 27, 2006. The a•;erage gate fees charged to taxi drh'ern by taxicab co1npaniesfrom January 1, 

3 2003 through October 27, 2006 and not exceeding an average of$91. 50 for a shift often hourn or 

4 longer are hereby declared to be fair, reasonable, and in cornpliance with any applicable pro·,dsion of· 

5 this Section 1135.1 during thatperiod. 

6 SEC 1135.2. GATE FEE SURCHARGE .F'OR LOWE}.1JSSION VEHICLES. 

7 (a) Gate Fee Surcharge .. Z'lotwithstanding anyprmdsion of Police Code Section 1135.1, 

8 including the cap on gate fees irnposedpurnuant to that section, a taxicab company may collect a 

9 surcharge of$ 7. 50 on any gate fee chargedfor use ofa lo·w emission ·vehicle, subject to the 

1 0 requirements of this Section. The surcharge shall be for a shift (}ften ho urn or longer, and shall be 

11 prorated at $0. 75per hour for shifts shorter than ten hours. The surchar15e shall be in addition to the 

12 company's basic gate fee and any other surcharges, increases, or adjustments to the gate fee cap 

13 authorized by the City, €/:nd may be collecterifor the life o.f the ·vehicle. 

14. (b) · Definition of 11Low Emissio_n Vehicle. 11 Forpurposes o,fthis Section, 11lmt• emission 

15 vehicle 11 means a taxicab yehicle apprmed by the Taxi Commission that is rated as SULEV (Super 

16 Ultra Lort>' Emission Vehicle) or better by the California Air Resources Board "Low emission vehicle II 

17 shall also include a Yehicle that is rated as [JLEV (Ultra Low Emission Vehicle) if that vehicle was 

1 8 approwd by the Taxi Commission andplaced into service as a San Francisco taxi prior to January 1, 

19 2-().0& 

20 SEC 1135.3. REDUCEDEiWISSIONSBYCOA1PANY 

21 (a) Green Vehicle Guide. Every year by April 1, the Department o,fthe Environment, in 

22 consultation with the Taxi Commission, shallprepare andpublicize a "Green Vehicle Guide. 11 The 

23 guide shall list vehicles appropriate/or use as taxis with emission lev1els that will allor'P' the City to 

24 achieve its m:erall goal ofa 20percent reduction in taxifleet greenhouse gas emissionsfrom 1990 

25 
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1 levels by the year 2012. The guide shall also identifY available funding sources and incentives for such 

2 vehicles. 

3 (8:' I Company Emission Reduction Plans: Progress Reports. On June J, 2008, and every 

4 yeer thereafter until June 1, 2010, eech holder o.fe color scheme permit under Section 1125 shell 

5 submit to the Taxi Commission e ·written plan on how the color scheme ·will reduce or meinttlin its 

6 everege per vehicle greenhouse ges emissions consistent ·with en overall 20 perce71t reduction in tctxi 

7 fleet greenhouse ges emissionsfrom 1990 levels by the year 2012. Theplan shellprovidefor spreading 

8 eny reductions out e•'enly owr eech of the three ye an. Ramp taxis operated by the color scheme shall 

9 not be included in calculation o.fthe color scheme's average per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions. 

10 On June 1, 2009, and every year thereafter until June 1, 2011, eech holder ofa color scheme pennit 

11 shall submit to the Taxi Commission a written report on the steps the color scheme has teken in the 

12 preceding year to carry out its emissions reduction plan and the results of those efforts. 

13 (c) On Going Emission Reductions. Beginning on June 1, 2011, each holder ofa color 

14 . scheme permit shall meinttlin average per vehicle greenhouse ges emissions at a level set by the 

15 Departme1it of the Environment, in consultation ·with the Taxi Commission, that will ellHw the City to 

16 echieve its overall gDftl ofa 20percent reduction in ftlxifleet greenhouse g€lS emissionsfrom 1990 

17 Ze-vels by the year 2012. Ramp ftlxis operated by the color scheme shall not be included in calculation of 

18 the color scheme's average per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions. 

19 (d). Iniplementation and Enforcement. Beginning July 1, 2008, the Taxi Commission shall 

20 consider the goals and requirements of this Section in deciding whether to approve eny vehicle being 

21 put into service as e San Francisco taxi that is not included on thetyeer's "Green Vehicle Guide" list o.f 

22 approved green vehicles under subsection (a). 

23 The Taxi Commissi011 may adopt rules and regulations to iniplement this Section. The Taxi Commission 

24 may reject as incomplete or insufficient any emissions reduction plan submitted under subsection (a) or 

25 progress report submitted under subsection (b), and the color scheme shall be required to resubmit the 
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1 plan or report within the time period set by the Commission. ,_fi'.aihtre to comply ·with this Section may. 

2 subject the hokier o.f the color scheme permit to edministrative discipline, including suspension or 

3 re'.Jocation of the per~mit. 

4 SEC. I I 36. RATESF'OR BAGGAGE. 

5 The driver ofany taxiceb shall be entitled to charge an edditionelamount not to exceed $1 far each 

6 trunk andfor luggage that cannot be conveyed either in the passenger compartment of the -vehicle or in 

7 the vehicle's trunk ·with the trunk lid closed. Each passenger shall be entitled to hme con'.Jeyed ·without 

8 charge such valise or small package as can be conveniently carried ·within the ~ehicle. Other than the 

9 charges €futhorized by this Section, no charge shall be made by the drh·er for loading or unfoading 

10 · baggage. 

11 SEC. 1137. REVIEWOFP..ATES OFFAREA1'lD CAP ON GATE FEES. 

12 The rates provided in Sections 1135 and 1136 of this Article and the cap on gate fees provided in 

13 Section 1135.1 of this Article shall be re·7ie-wed by the Controller in e'.Jen numberedyearn, beginning 

14 with 200 4. Not later than August I st of each e..,,•en numberedyear, the Controller shall transmit to the 

15 Board o.fSupen•isor~ a determination as to increases or decreases in the rates &/fare for taxicabs and 

16 an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees based upon changes in the Consumer Price Index since 

17 the prior determination, and related information submitted to the Controller purnuant to Section 

18 1095(b) of this Article. The Controller's August I, 2004 determination as to increases or decreases in 

19 the rates o.ffare for taxicabs and an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall be based upon 

2 O changes in ·the Consumer Price Index since January 1, 2003, end related iNformation submitted to the 

21 Controller pitrnuant to Section 1095(b) &}this Article. In addition, the Controller's August 1, 200 4 

22 determination both as to increases or decreases in the rates &/fare for taxicabs and as to an increase 

23 or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall include appropriate adjustments to ensure, in accordance ·with 

24 the procedure provided for in Section 113 7. 5 <>f~his Article, that appropriate sums are collected to 

25 offset the increased monthly cost ofparatransit scrip incurred by the paratransitprogram, except if the 
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1 voters of the City and County ofSan Francisco have reauthorized a new saZes tax to fund 

2 transportation. 

3 The Controller's determination as to increases or decreases in the rates offarefor taxicabs and 

4 an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall tak~ effect on November 1 of the ev•en numbered 

5 year in ·which the Controller fnakes the determination, and shall remain in effect through October 31 of 

6 the next ev·en numberedyear, unless the fellowing events occur: (i) By September 1 ofthe even 

7 numberedyear in ·which the Controller makes the determination the Board o.fSupervisors by resolution 

8 determines that the Board, or a committee thereo.l should hold a hearing on the Controller's 

9 determination,' (ii) by October 1 o.fthat year a hearing is held in accordooce ·with the aforementioned 

10 resolution; and (iii) by October 31 of that year the Board adopts a resolution disapproving or 

11 modifying the Controller's determination. Any resolution modifying the Controller's determination shall 

12 be based upon changes in the Consumer Price Index, costs recently incur+-ed and expected to be 

13 incurred by drivers and color scheme permitholders, projected inc?me ofdrtvers andprojected 

14 rev•enues of color scheme permitholder~, and local economic conditions. If all three events occur, the 

15 Controller's determination shall not go into effect on November 1 of that year. 

16 The Controller's determination cts to increases or decreases in the rcttes offare jor taxicctbs and an 

17 increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shctll, beginning January 1, 2006, treat the higher mean 

18 gate fee cap o.f$91. 50, provided.for in Section 1135. l (b), as if it ·were $90. 00 ·when instituted, ctnd treat 

19 the higher meter rate of$2. 85 for thefirstftfth of ct mile or "flctg, "ctspro'.·idedjer in Section l l 35(a), 

20 cts if it ·were $2. 75 when instituted. In ctddition, the Controller's determincttion cts to increases or 

21 decreases in the rates of fare for taxicabs ctnd an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall, 

22 beginning January 1, 2006, mctke ct similctr accountingfor any atijustments made in the ControlZer's 

23 August I, 2004 determination designed to offset increased costs to theparatransitprogram arising 

24 fromfarther increases in meter rates. 

25 
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1 In cases ·where the holder of more than one permit to operate a sedan, limousine or taxicab fails 

2 to render a financial report ·within the time prescribed and in such form as the Controller may request, 

3 for the purpose ofre'.'ie1~·ing the rates of fare for taxicabs and the cap on gate fees and making a 

4 determination as to increases or decreases in the rates offare for taxicabs and an increase or decrease 

5 in the cap on gate fees, such failure shall be a basis for cencellation ofsuchpermits by.the Taxi 

6 Commission, provided such, cancellation is approved by the Board o.fSupervisors. 

7 }lotwithstanding the otherprovisions ofthis Section, or emy otherprovision ofthisArticle, eny change · 

8 in the rates offare for taxicabs and in the cap on gete fees based on the Controller's report for the 

9 e1·en numberedyear 2008 shell not go into effect. The rates offare for taxicabs and the cap on gate 

1 0 fees in effect on November 25, 2008 s-hall remein in effect. 

11 SEC. 1137.5. INCREASED COSTOFPARAT.P,ANSITPROGRA}.f. 

12 From January 1, 2003 through June 30, 2006, }.!UNI shall calculate on a monthly basis the increased 

13 cost <>fpar~transit scrip incurred by theperetrensitprogram as a result (}fthe increase in mtes of fare 

14 for taxicabsprovidedfor in this Or~inance or tmy increase in rates of .farefor taxicabs resulting/ram 

15 the Controller's detenninetion or any modification thereo.fas provided for in Section 113 7. The 

16 increased monthly cost ofperetrensit scrip shell be divided equally among all taximb permits in 

17 operation, to achieve en a'z)erage increased costper taxiceb permit for each month. Prom January 1, 

18 2003 throv{,gh June 30, 2006, thet cost shall be alloceted to color schemepermitholder~ on a monthly 

19 pro rata basis, dependent on the number oftaxiceb permits affiliated with each color scheme. By 

20 January 15, 2003, the Taxi Commission shall adoptprocedures for calculating and collecting 

21 appropriate sumsfrom color scheme permitholders to offset the increased month1y cost o.fparatransit 

22 s-crip incurred by the p&etransitprogram. If the voters of the City and County of San Fmncisco 

23 reauthorize a new sales tex to fund transportetion, the Board ofSupervisors shell convene e hearing to 

24 consider whether it is necess&y to continue the program designed to offset },fil?z./Ps increased 

25 paretransit costspur~uant to this Section. 
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1 SEC. 1138. WAYBIU. 

2 · Driver~ of taxicabs and motorized rickshaws shall keep an accurate and legible ·waybill, which 

3 ll>'ayqill shall set jorth the follov,Jing information: 

4 (a) Date o.f waybill; 

5 (b) Driver's name; 

6 (c) ·Vehicle number and vehicle license number; 

7 (d) ]'lumber ofmedallion issued by the Police Department; 

. 8 (e) Time driYer began for period covered by waybill; 

9 (/) Starting mileage of the taxicab for period co-vered by ·waybill; 

1 0 (g) Starting meter units for the period co-vered by the v.;aybill; 

. 11 (h) Ending time for the period co-;;ered by the ·waybill; 

12 (i) Ending mileage of the taxicab for the period coyered by the waybill; 

13 (j) Ending meter cmitsfor the period covered by the ·waybill; 

14 (k) ;.\Tumber ofpassengers for each trip; 

15 (!) The origin and destination o.feach trip; 

16 (m) The charges authorized and made for each trip; 

17 (n) The time of hire 'and discharge for each trip. 

18 The waybill shall be retained.for a period of one year at the business address ofthe owner ofthe 

19 permit. Said waybills shall be available for inspection by any police officer during normal business 

20· hours. 

21 SEC. 1139~ EJ1ERGKVCYRATES F'OR TAXICABS. 

22 During any period ofemerJtCncy1 strike or other impairment or lack ofmunicipal railway 

23 transporta~ion, declared by the }.fayer and affecting the entire City or any part there~f; taxicab 

24 operator~ shall acceptpassenger~ traveling in the same general direction, though each passenger or 

25 passenger~ may have differingpoints o.fpickup or discharge. At each stop for the pickup or discharge 
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1 o.fapassenger or passengers, the taxicab operator shall collect, or tabulate for later colkction at the 

2 passenger'spoint ofdischarge, the pro rata share ofthe amount due as indicated by the meter, and 

3 said meter shall then be reset. The rates shall be those set forth in 'section I 135 . 

. 4 SEC. 1140. TAXLMETERS. 

5 Use oflnaccur-ate Taximeters Prohibited The use of any inaccurate taximeter or other 

6 measuring instrument for the purpose of gauging or indicating distance traveled, or -~·aiting time, or for 

7 the pwpose o.ffixing rates to be collectedfrom tlw public, is hereby prohibited, and it shall be the duty 

8 0.f the owner or lessee in possession of any motor vehicle for hire to which there is attached any 

9 taximeter or other measuring instrument, to at all times keep said tccdmeter or other measuring 

1 0 instrument accurate. 

11 (b) Inspection of Taximeter~. Every taximeter or other measuring instrument usedfor the 

12 purpose o.fgauging or indicating distance traveled or vraiting· time or for the purpose o.f computing 

13 fares to be collectedfrom the public shall 6e subject to inspection at all times by the Chief of Police or 

14 his authorized representative. The Chief of~P olice may at any time detail police officers to inspect any 

15 or all taximeter~ or other measuring instruments so used when in his opinion such instruments are 

16 inaccurate: Any police officer is directed, upon complaint of any person that the fare charged is more 

17 than the legal fare, to investigate and report such complaint immediately to the Chiefo,f Police who 

18 shall cause the taximeter or other measuring instrument upon the motor "lehicle complained of to be at 

19 . once inspected Any person, firm or corporation who, with knowledge o.fsuch fact maintains any 

20 taximeter qr other measuring instrument which registers charges in excess of the legalfare and collects 

21 such fare, is subject to revocation o.flicense. 

22 (c) Ilhtminating Devices. Each motor whicle to ·which there is attached a taximeter, ·while 

23 in use in the City and County ofSan Francisco, for the transportation of passenger~ for hire, shall be 

24 equipped with an efficient illuminating device, eitherflexible orfixed, so arranged as to enable the 

25 passenger orpassengern to conveniently observe the meter and the amount offare registered thereon. 
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1 (d) Operation Without Approe•ed Taximeter~ Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any dri-;er 

2 or operator of any motor vehicle for hire in soliciting trade from the public to represent his vehicle as a 

3 taxicab or sedan unless it is. equipped ·with a taximeter in ·working order, duly inspected and approved 

4 as in this Section provided, and unless such vehicle conforms in other respects to the definition of· 

5 taxicab and sedan in this Article contained. 

6 SEC. 1141. DJSAGREEiWEIVTAS TO FARE; .RECEIPT. 

7 (a) Decision of Officer. In any ease ofdisagreement between the dri·1er andpassenger ofa 

8 motor vehicle for hire relative to the legal fare to be paid, the driver shall conil'ey the passenger to the 

9 nearestpoliee station, ·where the &j}ieer in charge shall immediately decide the ease, and ifthe decision 

1 0 is in favor C>f the passenger, the drh•er shall convey the passenger from the police station to his original 

11 destination ·without additional charge; if the passenger is about to leave the City by railroad, steamboat 

12 or othen~·ise, fhe police &j}ieer on duty at the depot or 1~·harfshall decide the ease. 

13 (b) Receipts for F'are to be Deltvered to Passenger. All drivers or operator~ ofmotor 

14 ·vehicles for hire, upon the demand of any passenger, shall gh'e a receipt for fare paid, such. receipt to 

15 be in aferm satisfactory to the ChiefofPolice. 

16 SEC. 1142. RESERVED. 

17 SEC. 1143. REFUSAL TO CONVEY,· REFUSAL TO OBEYSldOKLVG BA}f JN TAXI£ABS. 

18 Notwithstanding the provisions ofSection 1141 &/this Article, a taxicab driver ·who may refuse to 

19 eonwy any person ·who refases to obey the ban against smoking in taxicabs in Article 19F C>fthe Health 

20 ~ 

21 SEC. 1!44. TAXJ},fETER OPERATI01\Z 

22 (a) Operating a Taxi ·with Taximeter in Recording Position Prohibited. It shall be unlawful 

23 for any driver or ope.rater o.fany motor vehicle equipped ·with a taximeter to set the taximeter in 

24 operation when such veh-iele is not a_ctually ernployed. 

25 
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1 (b) Driver Required to Set Taximeter in a Nonreeording Position. It shall be unlawfal for 

2 any driP'er or operator &jany motor •·ehiele equipped ·with a taximeter to fail to set the taximeter to a 

3 nonreeordingposition at the termination of eaeh and e·,•ery seniee and to eall the attention &j the 

4 passenger to the amount registered. 

5 (c) · Requiring Taximeter to be Actuated. Exeept as provided in· Section 1135(b) ofthis Code, 

6 it shall be unlmvful for ciny d~lver or operator of any motor ·;ehiele equipped with a taximeter, ·whiZe 

7 car+-yingpassengers or under employment, to fail to activ1ate the taxinwter, or activate the taximeter in 

8 sueh position as to denote that he or she is employed at a rate offare differentfrom that authorized 

9 under the provisions of this Artiele. 

10 SEC. 1145. RESERVED. 

11 SEC. 1146. DEDUCTIOI'lF'OR Tf}dE WHILEDISABLED. 

12 In the event that a taxieab, ·while eomeying for hire any passenger or passengers, becomes disabled, or 

13 breaks dor~·n, the time ofstoppage shall be deductedjrom the time charged;for. 

14 SEC. 1147. PUP..POSE. 

15 It is the purpose ofSections 1147 through 1147. 6 o.fthis Article to require all persons, firms or 

. 16 eorporations holding taxieab permits pursuant to Scotian 1120 &}this Artiele, and all persons applying 

17 for driver's permits pursuant to Seetion 1089 of this Artiele, to take steps to inipropie ta,"'(icab services to 

18 the public and to proteet the publie health and safety ·when 'providing sueh serviees. 

19 SEC. 11 47.1. DP..IVER EDUCAT!Oi\Z 

2 O All ne-w applieants for permits to drh·e taxicabs pursuant to Seetion 1089 of this Artiele shall certifj• 

21 that they have successfully completed a driver training eourse. The course may be offered by the San 

22 Francisco foliee Department, City College o;fSan Franeiseo, or by any oth,er sueh educational entity 

23 that the Chiefof"Poliee may approve. The required courne length is 16 hourn ofeldsses. The eourse 

24 shall eonsist o.f elasses on the fella-wing subjects: erime prevention; vehieular safety,· the geography of 

25 the City and County ofSan Praneiseo; taxieab rules and regulations; the California }doter Vehicle 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 58 I 



1 Code; pedestrian safety; and any o#wr subject that the Chief of Police may determine is relc-vant to the 

2 public health and safety in the operation o.f taxicabs. Within 60 days o.f the cjfecti'.Je date of this 

3 ordinance, the Chief of Police shall adopt regulations setting forth the required course length and 

4 content. After adoption o.fsuch regulations, the ChicfafPolice shall approve or disappro-vc, ·within 30 

5 days ofsubmission, any entity'sproposal to offer the required dri'Per training course. The requirement 

6 that new ajJplicants certify completion of a driver training cowwe ·will take effect 60 days after the date 

7 upon ·which a course approved by tlw Chief of Police is first offered. The Chief of Police also may 

8 require all taxicab permit holders to furnish to all persons authorized by Section 112 4 o.fthis Article to 

9 drive under their permits any information on taxicab crime that the Chief of Police deems advisable for 

1 0 the purposq o.f crime prevention andpublic sa.fety. 

11 SEC. 1147.2. SAFETYEQU!Pi\fENT. 

12 (a) 
. I 

Within I 80 days of the effective date of this ordinance, all vehicles ne·wlyplaced into 

13 service as a taxicab must be equipped 11;1ith automatic door locks that can be controlled by the driver. 

14 Also with.in 180 days ofthe effective date afthis ordinance, all taxicab radios permitting two ·way 

1 5 communication ·with a licensed dispatch service as required by Section I I 23 of this Article must also 

16 allow for direct voice access to the taxicab dispatch service in an emergency. In addition, within 180 

17 days o.fthe effective date of this ordinance, except for taxicabs that are solely operated by the permit 

18 holder and those operated as ramped taxis, all taxicab color schemes shall ensure that a minimum of 

19 50% of their taxicabs are equipped with, a retracta;ble safety partition that is controlled by the driver 

20 and that forms a cOlnplctc barrier between the.front and rear seats. A retractable safctypartition shall 

21 be. made available to any dri-ver ·who requests one in his or her taxicab, and no retaliation or 

22 discriminatory action shall be taken against any dri-ver ·who requests a retractable sdjetypartition. 1'fo 

23 taxicab dri~er operating a taxicab with a safety shield may refase to transport a disabledper.son in the 

24 front scat. 

25 
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(b) The Chiefo.f'Police shall .~m;e the ·authority to promulgate {;f;S lie or she deems necessary 

standards for safety partitions, standards andprocedures for taxicab dri',;er~ and dispatchers to follow 

in an emergency, and standards for automatic door locks. 

(c) In addition to the specific authority granted to the Chief of Police by this Section, the 

Chief of Police is authorized to issue any other regulations concerning taxicab equipment or operation 

that he or she determines ·will promote the prevention o.f taxicab crime and the protection o.fthe public. 

SEC. 1J 47.3. .REVIEW 

(a) The Police Commission shall hold an annual hearing to revie·w: (1) the cmnpliance of' 

taxicab permit holders ·with this Ariicle and any regulations adoptedpursuant to this Article; (2) the 

effectiveness o.fsafety equipment and safety me{;f;Sures currently in effect; and (3) the need forfurther 

me{;f;Sures f<? reduce taxicab crime and to protect the public safety. The Police Commission may appoint 

the Chief of Police or his or her designee as a hearing officer to conduct the hearings andto gather 

relevant evidence. At the conclusion o.f the hearing conducted by the hearing officer, the hearing (}fficm 

shall make a ·written report to the Police Commission. The Chiefo.fPolice, ifhe or she deems it 

necessary on the bt1Sis of that report, shall adoptfurther regulations to implement this.Article. 

(b) The Chief of Police shall direct the appropriate Police Departm.entpersormel to compile 

and maintain statistics on taxicab crime, ·which shall be submitted to the Police Commission and.to the 

Chief of Police or his or her designee in conjunction ·with the annual hearings mandated by this 

Section. 

SEC. 1147. 4. CQ},fPU4I'/CE WITH W-ORKERS' COAfP~Z'lSATIOl'lREQWR.EAfENTS. 

Allpersons, firms or corporations holding taxicab color schemepermitspurs'btant to Section 1125(b) 0 

this Article shell cornply with all applicable state statutes concerning Workers I Conipensation and any 

applicable regulations adoptedpur~uant to those statutes. Taxicab color scheme permit holder~ must 

include a s·worn statement attesting to compliance with such applicable statutes and regulations as par t 

0.rthe annualfiling required by Section 1095 0f'this Article. 
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SEC. 1147.5. LLWITAT!ON OF LL4BIL!TY. 

By adopting this ordinance, the City and County ofSan Francisco is assotming an undertaking only to 

promote the general ·welfare. It is not assuming, nor is it imposing on its officer.s and employees, an 

obligation for breach of ·which it is liable in money damages to any person ·who claims that such brea ch 

proximately ca'USed injury. 

SEC. 1147.6. PE"'lALT!ES. 

Every person, firm or corporation holding a taxicab permitpursuant to Section 1120 of this Article ·wl 1;0 

violates or :causes to be ¥'iolated any of the provisions of this ordinance or any regulations adopted 

pursuant to this ordinance shall be subject to disciplinary action pur.suant to Section 1090(a) (ix) of th is 

Article. 

SEC. 1147. 7. BAN ON TOBACCO ADVERTISING. 

(a). }fotwithstanding the provisions of Police Code Section 674(d), no taxicab shall bear in 

any manner any advertising or promotion of cigarettes or tobacco products. }lo taxicab company sh al 

place or maintain, or ca'USe or allo·w to be placed or maintained, any advertising or promotion of' 

cigarettes or tobacco products on any of its taxicabs. 

(b) I4Jr the purposes of this Section, "tobacco prodotct" shall mean any substance containiJ 

tobacco leaf including but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, pipes, tobacco, snuff cherFing tobacco an 

1 
' 

d 

dipping tobacco. F'or the purposes a/this Section, "promote" or ''promotion" shat! include a display 0 

any logo, brand name, character, graphics, colors, scenes, or designs that are trademarks 0f'a 

particular brand of tobacco product. 

(c) This Section shall become operative September 1, 1999. 

SEC. 1147.8. PART!CIPATJO.,_VJNPA.RATP . .ANS!TPROGP.Ai\1. 

(a) Beginning January 1, 2000, each holder afa taxicab color scheme permit, as defined i1 '/; 

Section 1125 0f'this Article, must participate in the City's paratransitprogram. The color scheme 
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1 permit hokier m'btSt be under contract to and approved.;tar participation by the P aratransit Brolwr ·who 

2 operates the P aratransit Program of the Public Transportation Commission. 

3 (b) Thereafter, each color scheme permit hokier shall operate at all times suoject to the 

4 rules and regulations o.fthe City's Paratransit Progrmn, including, but not limited to, the par-atransit 

5 scrip pro gram, the debit cardprogram including hard·ware and software capabilities, fare discount and 

6 reimburnementprocedures, and training in safe and courteo'btSparatransit operations. Each taxicab 

7 permit holder "ft'ho enters into an agreement or contract ·with a color scheme permit holder to 'btSe that 

8 color scheme, and ef!Wh taxicab driver ·who operates under a taxicab permit affiliated ·with the color 

9 scheme, shall at all times operate subject to the rules and regulations ofthe City's .Par~tn:msit 

1 0 Prograrn. 

11 

12 

(c) The Chiefof.Police, in consultation with a ParatransitProgram, may issue appropriate 

rules. and regulations to ensure compliance ·with this Section. 

13 SEC. 1147.9. CAB POOLING. 

14 The Chief o.f Police is ttuthorized to establish a six month trial program Jtar voluntary "cab pooling" 

15 along one or more designated routes. The Chief of Police shall consult l'P'ith the Departments of· 

' 16 Parking and Traffic and Public Transportation on the selection o.froutes. 

17 Taxicabs may charp a flat fare for passengers riding between points along the designated route, and 

18 may solicit more than one fare along the route. The Chiefo.f'Police may adopt reasonable rules and 

19 regulations to carry out this trial program. At the end o.fsix months, the Chiefshe1l report back to the 

20 Board ofSblpervisors on the feasibility of~permanentprogram. 

21 D!VISIO}l IL4 RA}JPED TAXIS 

22 SEC. I I 4g PERl.411'.S 

23 It shall be unlawful to operate a raniped taxi in the City and County o.fSan Francisco unless a permit 

24 has been issued by the Police Commission Jtar the operation of said ·vehicle. Except as othen!lise 

25 
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1 pro·vided herein, permits for ramped taxis shall be applied for and issuedpur~uant to Sections 1079 

2 through, 108! o.fthisArticle. 

3 SEC. lI 48.1. PEllMITAPPLICATIOZ'lS. 

4 (a) Submission ofApplications. Applications for permits for ramped taxis shall be made to 

5 the Taxi Commission on a form f9 be furnished by ·the Commission. An applicant for a ramped teed 

6 permit must, at the time o.f filing the application, meet the same requirements as set forth in Section 

7 1121 (a) for an applicant for a taxi permit. Applications for permits for rarnped taxis shall be acpepted · 

8 by the Commission and shall be recorded by the date and time at ·which each application is recef;ed 

9 Except as otherwise pro;,•ided herein, the Commission shall maintain a list in the order ofreceipt 

10 (''ramped taxi list''). In the absence ofanypreferencepro-videdf'or in this Division, applicants for 

11 permits for rmnped taxis shall be processed and considered by the Commission in accordance with the 

12 order of application as set forth on the ramped taxi list. When a permit becomes available for issuance 

13 and an applicant on the ·waiting list is eligible for a hearing before the Taxi Commission, the 

14 Commissiofl shall so notifj; the applicant. 

15 As o.fthe effective date of Ordinance }fa. 652 88, allper~ons ·whose application is already on "the 

16 taxicGtb ·wGtiting list" as pro;,·idedfor in Section I I 21 of this Article ·will be plac~d on the rarnped taxi 

17 list. Their place on the ramped taxi list shall be determined as o.f the date and time on ·which his or her 

18 application for the taxicab ·waiting list ·was receiwd by the Commission. Those indi;,·iduals so placed 

19 ·will remain on the taxicab ·waiting list until they are removed in accordance 1~·ith Section 1080(c)(l) of' 

20 this Article. 

21 (b) Limitation on Acceptance of'Other Permits. Allper~ons accepting a ramped taxi permit 

22 shall be precludedfrom accepting any other motor vehicle for hire permit regulated by this Article for 

23 a minimum o.ffive year~ after receipt ofa rmnped taxi permit or, in the alternative; for a minimum of· 

24 three year~ after receipt of the raniped taxi permit so long as six months have elapsed since the 

25 permittee gave notice C>fhis or her intent to lea';e the raniped taxi program in accordance ·with the 
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1 pro-visions o.fSubsection (c). If the permittee becomes eligible for a permitfrom another motor -vehicle 

2 for hire ·wa.iting list at a time ·when the permittee is preclude~from accepting the permit, the permittee 's 

3 application ·will be kept active until apermit becomes avai!:able when thepermittee is no longer 

4 preeludedfrom accepting one. 

5 (c) }'fotice of'J:ntent to Leave the Raniped Ta.,vi Program. Upon completion ofa minimum of 

6 3 0 months as a raniped taxi pennittee, the permittee may opt to Zeme the rdniped taxi program by· filing 

7 with the Taxi Commission a written notice of intent to leave the program. The date the Commission 

8 recei-;es the notice of intent to Zeme the ramped taxi program shall be deemed the date the permittee 

9 filed the notice. Upon receipt of the notice, the Commission shallpromptly inform a reasonable number 

1 0 o.fpersons at the head o.f the raniped taxi list of the permittee 's intent to lea-;e the ramped taxi program. 

11 In accordance with Subsection (b), the permittee 's decision to leave the raniped ta.,"Ci program shall 

12 become effective six months after his or herfiling &jthe notice of intent to leave the program. Subject to 

1 3 qualifications (i) and (ii) below, upon completion of: the six month notice period, the permittee shall be 

14 required to leave the raniped taxi prograni, and shall no longer be precludedfrom accepting another 

15 motor vehicle for hire permit regulated by this Article. 

16 (i) If, at the completion o.fthe six month period, the permittee is not yet eligible for a 

17 permitfrom another motqr vehicle for hire list, or no such permit is available, the permittee, at his or · 

1 8 her option, may remain in the r-0rnped taxi program for arzy period of tirne until the permittee becomes 

19 eligible for a permitfrom another motor vehicle for hire list and such permit becomes available. 

20 (ii) The permittee 's decision to lea".'e the raniped taxi program shall become 

21 inoperati',;e if, within the first three months o.f'the required six month notice period, the permittee 

22 informs the Commission in writing of his or her decision to rescind the notice of intent to leave the 

23 program. The permittee shall be required to file a subsequent notice of intent to lem·e the program if he 

24 or she subs.equently decides to leave theprogrdm. The same requirements go•'eming thepennittee.'s 

25 
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1 initial notice ofintent to leave the program, including thefall six month notice period, shall govern any 

· 2 subsequent notice o.fintent to lea'Ve theprograni. 

3 (d) }/otwithstanding any otherpro',;ision of this Section, the Taxi Commission may require 

4 that a taxicab permit to be issued to a raniped taxi permittee exiting the ral'nped taxi program be issued 

5 (i) three months €1fter the Commission hearing on the application for the taxicab per~mit or (ii) 1Fhen a 

6 new permittee has qualified for the ramped taxi permit and has acquired a suitable v'ehicle which has 

7 passed inspection, whichever event occursfir~t. Before the taxicab permit is issued, the raniped taxi 

8 pennittee who is exiting the raniped taxi program sh.all retain the ramped taxi permit and continue to 

9 operate the ramped taxi permit. Under no circumstances may an individual simultaneously hold a 

1 0 ramped taxi permit and a taxica.b permit. Under no circumstances may two indtviduals h~ld the same 

11 raniped taxi permit or taxicab permit. 

12 (c) Driving Experience Required. In order to €fbtelifj· for a ramped taxi permit, €tn applicant 

13 must meet the same dri'Ving requirement stated in Section 1121 (b) that an applicant for a taxicab 

14 permit must meet. In accordance ·with Section 1121 (c), if no ranped taxi perniit applicent has the 

15 requisite driving experience, but public cOl'wenience and necessity as determined by the Taxi 

16 Commission pursuant to Section 1079 warrants issuance ofa ramped taxi permit, the Commission may 

17 issue the permit to an otherwise qualified applicant who has been afull time driver during the 12 

18 months immediatelypreceding the Commission's hearing on the application. Jn accordance with 

19 Section 1121 (d), a ramped taxi permit applicant has the burden ofshowing that he or she has the 

2 O drh·ing experience required to qualijj'for the pennit, ands-hall keep records sufficient to document his 

21 or her driving for the calendar year or years necessary to satisfj the driving requirement. Failure of 

22 the Taxi Commission to adopt the regulation specified in Section 1121 (e) requiring recordkeeping by 

23 color scheme permitholders, or failure ofa color scheme permitholder to follow the regulation, shall 

24 not excuse a ranped taxi permit applicantfrom the driving requirement or relie•·e the applicant o.fthe 

25 burden o,f prming that he or she has satisfied the requirement. 
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1 The notices required by Section 1121 (g) shall indicate that the driving experience required by Section 

2 1121 (b) covers applicants for a ramped taxi permit as v,•ell as applicants for a taxicab permit. Th~ 

3 notices required to Sections 1121 (g) (i) and 1121 (g) (ii) shall be given to applicants on the ramped taxi 

4 list as well as applicants on the taxicab ·waiting list, but ij€ff'l applicant is on both lists, these notices 

5 need not be given f1lrice to the same person. Failure to give the notices requiredpursuant to Sections 

6 1121 (g)(i), 1121 (g)(ii), or 1121 (g)(iii) and this subsectiOn (d) shall not w;cuse the ramped taxi 

7 applicantfrom the driving requirement or relie"ve the applicantfrom the burden of proving that he or 

8 she has satisfied the requirement. 

9 (f) . .Preference for Full Time Dri"vers ofRarnped Taxis. Among the 8pplicants ·whose names 

1 0 appear on the ramped taxi list, the Taxi Commission shall give preference to any applicant ·who has 

11 been a full time dri~er ofa ramped taxi du;ring the 6 months immediatelypreceding the Commission's 

12 hearing on that applie€Wlt's application, grantingpennits. to all otherwise eligible fall time driver~ of· 

13 rffmped taxis on the list before granting permits to others on the rarnped taxi list. Any applicant seeking 

14 a preference pur~uant to this Subsection shall, at least 21 days prior to the hearing at Y•/hich the 

15 applicant seeks to be considered, so notify the Commission in ·writing and submit evidence to prove that 

16 the applicant ·was a full time driver ofa raniped taxi in the preceding 6 months. For purposes o.f this 

17 section, '!fell time driver ofa raniped taxi" shall mean a permitted driver who is actually engaged in 

18 the mech€ff'lical operation and having physical charge or custody ofa ramped ta,Yi as defined in this 

19 Article ·which is available fer hire (i) or actually hiredjor at least four hours during any 2 4 hour 

20 period on at least 75percent of the business deys during the 6 months immediately preceding the 

21 Commission's hearing on that applicant's application, or (ii) for at least 400 hour~ during the 6 months 

22 immediately preceding the Commission's hearing on the application. 

23 (g) Wheelchair Piek Up Requirement. To qualifY for a ramped taxi permit, an applicant 

24 must have completed at least 100 ·v,4welehGtir pick ups Gts a ramped tGtxi driver during the six months 

25 immediGttelypreceding the Commission's hearing on the applicGttion. Ifno mniped ta,yi applicant has 
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c01npkted the necesse-ry wheelchair pick ups, the Commission shall issue the permit to the applicant 

next on the list ·who. has completed the most wheelchair pick ups ·within the six months prior to the 

Commission's hearing, if the Commission determines that tlw public comenience and necessity 

requires the immediate issuance of the permit. A rarnped taxi applicant has the burden ofshowing that 

he or she has cornpleted the requisite number of ·wheelchair pick ups to qualify for tlw pennit, and shall 

k~ep records sufficient to document his or her performance. 

SEC. 1148.2. ELIGF/5JLJTY ... 1£QR PERA!IT ... 1£QR R:Al'JPED TAXL 

Before receh!ing a permit for a ramped taxi, the applicant shall satisfy the criteria set forth in Section 

1081 of this Article. In addition, before issuing a permit for a ramped taxi, the J? olice Commission n_iust 

determine ~hat: 
(a) The prospective permit holder ·will be afall time driver; 

(b) He or she understands the conditions and limitations go-veming the operation o.fthe ramped 
taxi+ 

' 

(c) He or she had completed a course o.finstruction appr01»ed by the Chief of Police for the 
safe, effective and efficient operation oframped taxis and has been certified by the Chief of 
Police to have satisfactorily demonstrated the aptitude and ettitude necesse-ry for a holder 
-ofepermit for a rarnped taxi; · 

(d) He or she ·will operate saidpermit in associetion ·with a holder a.fa taxicab color scheme 
permit, as defined by Section 1125 of this Article, that is under contract to and appro"'.Jedfor 
the operation &j r-amped taxis by the J? aratransit Broker ·who operates the P anitransit 
Program of the San Frencisco Public Transportation Commission,· 

(e) He or she holds a valid driver's permit issued in accordance ·with Section 1089 of this 
Article; and 

(f) He or she 'agrees to operate saidpermit at all times subject to the rules and regulations of 
the City's P aratransit Program including, but not limited to, the paratransit scrip program 
and fare discount and reimbunementprocedures. 

SEC. 11"48. 3. ADD!TJO]VAL C01'lS!DEIMT!01'1S ... 1£QR ISSUAlvCE OF PER,A1ITS. 

As part o.f the determination of public convenience and necessity for the issuance of one or more 

ramped taxi permits, the Police Commission shell, in addition to t71ose considerations mandated by 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 67 I 



1 Section I 079 of this Article, take into eccount the ffiJaifa:bility ofsuificient numbers ofrmnped taxi 

2 vehicles to meet sefety end operating requirements irnposed onpennittees by this Article. 

3 SEC. 1148. 4. PER}J!T OPEil4TIO}l 

4 AU persons ith~o enter into an agreement or contract iifith a rwnped taxi permittee to operate his or her 

5 pennit shell at all times setisfy the eligibility criteria set forth in Section 1148.2 ofthis Article. All 

6 drivers e>frmnped taxis, . in addition to the provisions o.fSection 1089 of this Article, shall also meet the 

7 eligibility criterie set forth in Section 1148. 2(c). · 

8 SEC. 1148.5 .• R.,HfPED TAXIOPERAT!O .. VS. 

9 Consistent with the prectical operation thereof, ramped taxis shall grant priority to requests for service 

1 O ftom wheelchair user~. Jn the absence ofsitch requests fer senice, rarnped taxis may transport eny 

11 person in eccordance with the provisiOns of this Article governing tctXicebs. The Chief of" Police, in 

12 consultetion with the Peratrensit Program, may issue appropriate rules and regulations to ensure 

13 compliance with this Section by all ramped tctXi permit holders. 

14 SEC. 1148. 6. USE OF P . .A}UED TAXI PEP.}JJT IN SPARE TAXICAB. 

15 (a) Authorization To Use Rwnped Taxi Permit Jn Spare Taxicab. }lotwithstanding Section 

16 1120 ofthiS Article or eny otherprovisi01qs a.flaw, the Taxi Commission shall have discretion to adopt 

17 a policy that allm•,;s ramped taxi permits to be used.for the purpose of operating a taxicab, as defined in 

18 Section 1076(b) of this Article, provided that (i) the tctXiceb is a spare taxicab, as defined by the Taxi 

19 Commission; (ii) the taxicab meets all applicable legal requirements for its operation; (iii) the ramped 

2 O tctXi permit. cannot be used in the permitholder 's ramped taxi because that vehicle is out o.fservice for 

21 necessary repair~, or must be repfa:ced due to breakdovm of or damage to the vehicle; (iv) the rmnped 

22 taxi permit cannot be used in a spare ramped tctXi because none is avaifa:ble at the color scheme with 

23 which the ramped taxi permitholder is affiliated; (11 the use e>fthe ramped tctXi permit in a spare 

24 tctXicab does not exceed the durational andjleet limits described in subsections (b) and (c); and (vi) in 

25 each instance the Taxi Commission or enforcement staff approves the use o.fthe rarnped taxi permit in a 
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1 spare taxicab. The Taxi COmmission or enforcement stajfmay impose additional conditions beyond 

2 those stated in subsection (a) for the use ofa ramped taxi pennit in a spare taxicab, to ensure that color 

3 scheme permitholders or ramped taxi pennitholders do not abuse the authority to use a ramped taxi 

4 pennit in a' spare taxicab. 

5 (b) Durational Limits. Authorization to use a ramped taxi permit in a spare ta:Xicab is 

6 limited to no more than 30 consecuti-ve days. The Taxi Commission or enforcement stajfmay impose a 

7 slwrter durational limit if repair or replacement of the rmnped taxi permit in a timely manner ·would 

8 take less th{ln 30 days. The Taxi Commission or enforcement stajfma:;~ for good cause sliown, extend 

9 the durational limit beyond 30 days, in increments ofno greater than 15 consecutiw days, provided 

1 0 that in no event shall the total durational limit exceed 90 days. If, before a durational limit has been 

11 reached, repairs on the ramped taxi vehicle have been completed or replacement of the ramped taxi 

12 vehicle has been acconiplished, the authorization to use the ramped taxi permit in a spare taxicab shall 

13 expire by operation of law. 

14 (c) Fleet Limits. If one to three raniped taxi permits are affiliated with a color scheme, only 

1 5 one ran~ped taxi permit may be used in a spare taxicab at Gm)' one time. For each additional three 

16 ramped taxi permits, or anyfraction thereof; affiliated ·with a color scheme, an. additional raniped taxi 

17 · permit may be used in a spare taxicab. 

18 (d) Taxi Commission Enforcernent. The Taxi Commission shall strictly enforce this Section 

19 to ensure that raniped ta:Xi permits are not un!Gtwfully used in spare taxicabs. Without limiting the Taxi 

. 2 O Commission's enforcement remedies, -violation of this Section by a color scheme permitholder or 

21 raniped tax_i permitholder may result in suspension or revocation o.f the permit and/or in a 

22 determination that a color scheme may not use any ramped taxi permits tlffiliated with that color 

23 scheme in spare taxicabs. 

24 D!VISIO.Z'l !!I JIT.l'lEYBUSES 

25 SEC. 1150. JILVEYPER}.f!TS. 
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1 (a) · It ~hall be unla,eful to own or operate ajitney in the City and County o.fSan Francisco 

2 unless a jitney permit has been issued by the Police Commissidn for the operation of that vehicle 

3 pursuant to this Section. 

4 (b) Jitney permits shall be appliedfor and issuedpur~uant to Sections I 079 through 1081 o.f 

5 this Article: In addition to the requirements set forth in those Sections, the applicantfor ajitney bus 

6 permit shall state the p,roposed route o-ver lt"171ich the applicant proposes to operate the jitney bus. 

7 SEC. 1151. APPROVAL OFROUTESREQU!RED. 

8 It shall be unlawfal to dri"ve or operate, or cause to be dri·;;en or operated, anyjitney bus upon or along 

9 any street or route unless such street or route isfirst approved by the Board o.fSupervisors a-fterpublic 

10 hearing. 

11 SEC. 1152. RATES AND FARES FOR JITlVEYBUSES. 

(a) Routes. The following routes are hereby approvecffor jitney bus operation: 

(1) From },farket Street at 4th to Hunters Point; 

(2) From l'.!arket Street at 4th Street to 3rd and Army Streets,· 

(3) From 3rd and Army Streets to Hunters Point; 

(1) From Hunters Point to },farket at 3rd; 

(5) From 3rd andArmy Streets to 1'.Jarket Git 3rd; 

(6) From Hunters Point to 3rd and Army Streets; 

(7) From the Per+-y Building to the County Line on }.Jission Street; 

(8) From the Ferry Building to Twenty Second and }.Jission Streets; 

(9) From Trt>'enty Second and };fission Streets to the County Line; 

· (10) ·From Sickles A ·;enue and }..fission Street to tlie Ferry Building; 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 
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(11) From Sickles A -venue and }..fission Street to T·wenty Second and Afission Streets; 

(12) From Twenty Second and },fission Streets to the Ferry Building; 

(13) Between Ellis and Taylor Streets and Broadway Street, north or southbound; 
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(14) Betv,ieen Fisherman's Wharf and Broadway Street, south or northbound; 

(15) From Ellis and Taylor Streets past Broadway Street to Fisherman's Wha rf; 

(16) From Fisherman's Wharf past Broadway Street to Ellis and Taylor Stree ts; 

(17) Between Pier 39 and GhirardeUi Square or }Jaritime }Juseum, east or 

·westbound 

Nothing in this Section sl'iall be construed to diminish in any ·way the authority of the Bo ardaf 

Supervison, after public hearing, to designate routes. 

(b) Fares; Increases per }Juni Fare Increases. Thefare for each route approved in 

Subsection (a) shall be 85+. Whenever the Adult Base Cash Fare for the A1unicipal Railway is 

increased, the fares to be charged by jitney buses shall be increased by a like amount in dollarn and 

eentS:-

SEC. 1153. SUS.PENSI01'l OF OPERAT!O}!. 

Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 1096 o.fthis Article, the Chief of Police shall, upon 

v;1ritten application, grant to the holder ofapermit to operate a jitney buspermission to suspen d 

operation of the permit for a period not to exceed one year in case of economic hardship arisin gfrom 

the operation of other forms of public transportation o-ver substantially the same route the perm ittee is 

operating ajitney bus, if in the judgment afthe Chief of Police investigation discloses that tlw 

statements contained in said written application ·warrant such permission. Permission to suspe1 

operation ofajitney buspermitpurnuant to the provisions ofthis Section shall be in addition to the 

period of suspension authorized by the provisions ofSection 1096(c) of this Article. 

SEC. 1154. EA1ERGENCY PERMITS. 

During any period o.femergency) strike or other impairment of},funicipal Railway 

·ity to transportation affecting the entire City or anypart thereof:, the ChiefofPolice s."ltall ha·;1e authm 

issue pennlts for the operation of vehicles to transpor4passengers for a charge to be determine dby 

Section 1152 of this Article. Such permits shall be granted upon the follo·wing conditions: 
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1 (a) Each applicEJnt shall cornply ·with the pro·visions o.fSections 1080 through, 1085 of this 

2 Article. 

3 (b) · The designated route Elndprice to be ch&ged.f'er transportation Si'1all be specified in the 

4 pennit. 

5 (c) Pernons operEJting under such permits shElll not 'blSe any other route signs than those 

6 issued to them by the Chief of Police. 

7 DIVISION IVS!{}HTSEELVG AND L"lTERURBA\TBUSES 

8 SEC. 1155. SIGHTSEELVG AND INTERU.RBANBUS PERJJITS. 

9 (a) It shall be unfawfal to own or operEJte a sightseeing bus or an interurban bus in the City 

1 0 and County of"San Francisco unless a sightseeing b'blS permit or an interurban bus permit has been 

11 issued by the Police Commission for the operEJtion o.fthat vehiclepurnuant to this Section. 

12 (b) . Sightseeing bus permits and interurban b'blSperrnits shall be applied.for and issued 

13 pursuant to Sections 1079 through 1081 of this Article. Jn addition to the requirements set forth in 

14 those Secttons,. the applica-nt for a sightseeing or interurban bus permit shall state the proposed route 

15 over ·which the applicantproposed to operate the sightseeing or interurban buses. 

16 SEC. 1156. NA}JE Q}l VEHICLE. 

17 Every sightseeing bus licensedpursuant to this Article shall have the name under ·which the ovmer 

18 operates plainly painted in lettern at leas( two inches in height on the forwardportion of the side panels 

19 of the sightseeing bus. 

20 SEC. 1157. TE.l'r1POP . .ARYSI6HTSEEING BUS P~R},/JTS. 

21 (a) }fofirt•ithstanding thepro·.1isions ofSections 1075and1079 through 1081 ofthisArticle, 

22 the Police Commission, after investigation, mdyfind that the existingpermit holdern for sightseeing 

23 buses are not, or cannotprovide adequate senice for the public. Jn the e'.lent ofsuch afinding, the 

24 Police Commission may issue tem.porary sightseeing b'blSpennits, subject to such regulations as may be 

25 
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1 required by public convenience and necessity, to persons, firms or corporations ·who satisfy the 

2 requirements of'Subsection (b) ofthis Section. 

3. (b) To be eligible for a ten'lporary sightseeing bus permit, an applicant must satisfy all of the 

4 follo·wing requirements: 

5 (i) . Be reasonablY:fit and have financial responsibility to initiate promptly and to 

6 provide competently and safely sightseeing senices by bus ·within the City of'San Francisco. 

7 (ii) Pro-vide sightseeing ser;;ice only in -vehiclesfurnished by a holder (}fa certificate 

8 orpermit issued by the Public Utilities Commission ofthe State ofCaliferniapurnuant to the provision 

9 of Division !!, Chapter VIII (commencing ·with Section 5351) of the Public Utilities Code of the State of 

1 0 California. 

11 (iii) Be reasonably experienced in arranging sightseeing tours and senices in San 

12 Francisco for incoming -visitors. 

13 (c) Ten'lporary permits issuedpurnuant to this. Section authorize the permittee to provide 

14 sightseeing services and tours by sightseeing bus ·within the City ofSan Francisco and to sell tickets for 

15 sightseeing tourn on aper capita or any other .reasonable basis. 

16 (d) Ten'lporarypermits issuedpurnua-rft to this Section shall be valid,for a period not to 

17 · exceed 180. days; provided, that tlw Police Commission after public hearing may revie-it>' temporary 

18 sightseeingpermits ifrequired by public con-venience and necessity. 

19 (e) Sections 1155 and 1158 ofthis Article shall be &pplicable to applications for temporary 

20 sightseeing bus permits. 

21 SEC. 1158. FILING ROUTESA~VD FARES Ii'QR SIGHTSEEING BUSES. 

22 (a) Permittees issued sightseeing buspermitspursuant to the provisions o.fthisArticle shall 

23 file with the Board of'Super'.tisors the routes and.farespe'.passenger charged:for each sightseeing bus 

24 trijr. 

25 
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(b) The Board o.fSupervisors may adopt, modt"Y or reject the routes or fare schedules 

subinitted 

(c) Should the Board ofSupenisor~, by resohttion, adopt or modify the route or fare 

schedulq submitted, such shall be the route traveled and.fare charged. 

(d) Should the Board a/Supervisor~, by resolution, reject the route or fare schedule 

proposed, the pennittee submitting said route or fare scheil,ule shall not operate a sightseeing bus on 

said route or char$ the rejectedfare &rnless and until the permittee submits, and the Boar~ of 

Supervisors adopts, a new and different route andf'are schedu"te submitted. 

SEC. 1159. RESERVED. 

DIVISIOl'l VA10TOIUZED RICKSHAWS 

SEC. 1160. A10TORIZED RICKSHAW PER}.!!TS. 

It slzall be unlmeful to o-wn or operate a motorized rickshaw in the City and County ofSan Franci see 

.fthat unless a motorized rickshaw permit has been issued by the Police Commission for the operation o 

vehicle pur~uant to this sCction. }Jotorized ricks_harF pennits sh,all be applied for and issuedpursc tant 

to Sections 1079 th.rough 1081; pro·;ided, however, that upon application any person 1t4w held 

motorizedrickshawpermits on SCptember 15, 1984 or on the effective date ofthisArticle shall be 

entitkd to hold an equal number o./such permits under this Article. 

SEC. 1161. P.ATES F'OR A10TORIZED RICKSHAWS. 

The rates of fare for motorized rickshaH' shall be as follows: 

(a) . On a time basis, not more than $12.50for thefirsthalfhour orfraction thereo.f an d 

$12. 50 for each succeeding half hour orfraction thereof For each additional passenger above tw o, not 

more than $6.25perpassenger for thefirst halfhour and each succeeding halfhour; 

(b) On a mileage basis, not more than $1 for the first mile orfi·action thereof, and 50 J 

each additional half mile orfraction thereof 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 74 I 



1 (c) Said rates as to time and miZeage sltall be computedfrom the time andplace said 

2 rickshaw v.:as dispatched to the passenger until it is returned to the point <>/origin. 

3 (d) Driver~ o.f motorized rickshaws shell complete- en accurete rveybill as described in 

4 Section 1127 o.fthis Article. 

5 DIVISION VI Lfl,«JUSLVES 

" 6 SEC. 1165. LVSPECTI01'1 OF LD,10USINE rVAYB!US. 

7 (a) Any Police Officer or the Taxi Commission Execu#ve Director, or his or her designee, 

8 may~ upon request, inspect the weybill <>feny charter party cerf'ier ofpessengers operating within the 

9 City aRd County for the purpose ofverifying velidprearrenged tr_evel. As required by Part 3. OJ o_f 

1 O General Order 157 C o.fthe California Public Utilities Commission, the waybill must include the 

11 following: · 

(I) }fame ofcarrier and TCP number; 

(2) Vehicle license plate number; 

(3) Driver's name; 

(4) }fame and address of person requesting or arf'anging the charter; 

(5) Time and date when charter -was arranged; 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(6) Whether the trensportation ·w€f;S arf'anged by telephone or written contract; 

(7) }[umber of persons in the cherter group; 

(8) Name o_fat le€f;St onep€1;Ssenger in the travelingparty~ or identi/y'ing infonnation 

20 o_fthe travelingparty's affiliation; and; 

21 (9) Points o_f originetion end designation. 

22 The party erranging the transportation must he11e exclush·e use of the ',)chicle. 

23 (b) Anyper~on operating a ch&ter party carf'ier ofpessenger~ ·within the City end County 

24 ·who, upon request by a Police Officer, or the Taxi Commission Executive Director, or his or her 

25 
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1 designee, fails or refuses to produce his or her ·waybill for inspection is guilty of an infraction 

2 punishable under Section 1185. 

3 SEC. 1166. RESERVED. 

4 DWIS!ON VII EldP40YER'S BUS STA1vDS 

5 SEC. 1170. RESERVED. 

6 SEC. 1171. RESERVED. 

7 DIVISI01V VIIIRE:Z'!TAL VEHICLES 

8 SECS. 1175 1180. :RESERVED. 

9 DIVIS!OiVIXRESTRICTED AREAS 

10 SECS. 1183 1183. 40. RESERVED. 

11 DIVIS!OiVXPENALTIES 

12 SEC. 1185. PKVALTIES. 

13 (a) Violations Chargeable as A1isdemeanor11 or In.fr.actions,; Assisting or Inducing Violation. 

14 Unless othen~·ise specified in this Artick, any person 'Violating any Section o,fthis Article shall be 

1 5 deemed guilty ofa misdemeanor or an infraction. It sh,all be a 'Violation of this Article to hw·wingly 

16 assist or knowingly induce another to violate a provision of this Article. 

17 (b) }Jisdemeanor Penalties. Upon conviction ofa violation char~d as a misdemeanor, the 

18 person so convicted s,hall be subject to afine of not more than $500 or imprisonment in the County Jail 

19 forperiod ofnot more than six months, or by both such.fine and imprisonment; provided, however, that 

20 any person or entity violating Sections 1078 (requiringpennits), I 084(b) or (c) (notification ofdeath af 

21 permittee; lease o.fpermit ofdeceasedpermittee), 1089 (requiring driverspermits), 1091through,1093 

22 (requiring insurance), or 1110 (false statements) ofthis Article s,71,all, upon conviction there'&/, be 

23 subject to afine ofnot more than $1, 000 or imprisonment in the County Jail for period o.fnot more 

24 than six months, or by both suchfine and in'!;fJrisonment. 

25 
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1 (c) · Infraction Penalties. Upon conviction a.fa violation charged as an infraction, the person 

2 so convicted shall be punished.for thejir§t offense by ajine o.fnot less than $10 nor more than $50, and 

3 for a second and any additional violation o.fthe same provision ·within one year by a fine o.fnot less 

4 than $20 and not more than $100,- provided; ho11p·ewr, that for ',Jfolations o.fSection 1078 (requiring 

5 penn.its) and Section 1165 (inspection oflimousine ·waybills) charffe}das an infraction, theperson so 

6 convicted shall be punished.fer the first offense by afine not to exceed one hundred dollar§ ($100), for 

7 a second violation of the same provision within one year by afine not to exceed two hundred dollars · 

8 ($200), and for a third and any additional violation of the same provision witliin one year by a fine not 

9 to excee~five hundred dollar§ ($500). 

10 (d) Violations of Taxi Commission's Rules. Upon conviction ofa violation of the Taxi 

11 Commission's Rules, the person so convicted may be punished by a fine as follo·ws: 

12 (1) F'or regulations classified as },{inor under the Commission's Rules, aflne of$25 

13 for the first violation, $50 for a second 1·iolation of the regulation within one year of the first violation, 

14 and $150 for a third or additional ·violation o.fthe regulation·within one year ofthejir§t 1·iolation. 

15 (2) For regulqtions classified as },federate under the Commission's Rules, afine of 

16 $75 for thefirst violation, $150 for a second violation ofthe regulation ·within one year of the first 

17 violation, and$ 450 for a third or additional violation of the regulation ·within one year of the first 

18 1·iolation. 

19 (3) ;.fi'er regulations classified as },{ajar under the Commission's Rules, a fine of$250 

20 for thefirst violation, $400 fOr a second•·iolation o.f#w regulation ·within one year ofthefirst violation, 

21 and $500 for a third or additional ·,;iolation ofthe regulation within one year o.fthefirst violation. 

22 . SEC. 1186. FUU Tf},fE DRJVL11lG .R.EQU!.R.F}JENT,- VIOLATIONS,- ADJ,fLWSTP .. ATWE 

23 PElvALTIES. 

24 (a) Full Time Driving Requirement. The holder of a taxicab permit shall be a fall time 

25 driver aspro',Jided in Section 1081. 
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1 (b) Administrati...,e Penalties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may impose 

2 administrative penalties for "Violations of the full time drilling requirement, in accordance ·with the 

3 procedures established in Section 1188. 

4 (c) Amount of Penalty. The administrative penalties assessed against the permit holder by 

5 the Commission shall not exceed the amount of any lease fees collected by the per~it holder during the 

6 period that the permit holder, ·was in violation of the full time dri"',dng requirement. Where the permit 

7 holder does not collect lease fees, the Commission may impose administrative penalties not to exceed 

8 $140 for each day or $3 0 for each hour the pennit holder fails to drive short of the applicable standard 

9 for compliance. 

1 0 In determining the amount of the penalty in an individual case, the Commission shall take into 

11 account: · 

12 (i) Whether the permit holder has in the past ...,iolated the fall time driving 

13 requirement, other provisions o.fArticle 16, the Taxi Commission's rules and regulations, or state law 

14 rele"'.:ant to the operation a.fa tp,xicab permit; 

15 (ii) Whether the permit holder concealed or attempted to conceal his or her non 

16 coniplianae ·with the full time .driving requirement; and 

17 (iii) Such additional/actors as the Commission may determine Gtre appropriate. 

18 SEC. 1187. COl'r1A!ISSI01'1 RULES AND REGULATI01'lS; VIOLATI01'lS; ADA!INISTRATIVE 

19 PENALTIES. 

20 (a) Administrative Penalties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may impose 

21 administrati"ve penalties for violations of the Commission's rules and regulations, in accordance ·with 

22 · the procedures established in Section 1188. 

23 (b) Amount of Penalty. For regulations classified as }rfinor under the Commission's Rules, 

24 there shall-be a penalty not to exceed $25 for the first violation, $50 for a second violation o.fthe 
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regulation 1~·ithin one year of the first '.Jiolation, and $150 for a third or additional violation of the 

regulation within one year ofthefirnt violation. 

.F'or regulations classified es },foderate under the Commission's Rules, there shall be a penalty not to 

exceed $75 for thefirst '.Jiolation, $150 for a second Yiolation of the regulation ·within one year of the 

firnt violation, and $450 for a third or additional violation ofthe regulation within one year ofthefir st 

violatiOn. 

For regulations clessified as },/ajar under the Commission's Ritles, there shall be a penalty not to 

exceed $250 for the first violation, $4()0 for a second violation of the regulation v;ithin one year ojtl'l e 

first Yiolation, and $500 for a third or additional violation ofthe regulation ·within one year ofthefir st 

violation. 

In determining the amount of the penalty in an individual case, the Commission shall talw into accou nt: 

(i) Whether the per7nit holder has in the past violated thefiill time driving 

requirement, other provisions of Article 16, the Taxi Commission's rules and regulations, or state lm 

releYant to the operation ofa taxicab permit; 

(ii) Whether the permit holder concealed or attempted to conceal his or her non 

co1nplianc~ with the Commission's rules and regulations; and; 

(iii) Such additional factors as the Commission may determine are appropriate. 

SEC. 1187.1. OPERATING WITHOUTA PEP.},f!T; VIOLATIOZ'vS; AJJ},{LVJSTP.ATIVE 

PENALTIES. 

(a) Permit Required. Any person operating a motor vehicle as a taxdeab or other motor 

';chicle for hire licensed under this Article must have a permit as required in Section 1078. 

(b) Administratiye Penalties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may impose 

administratil?e penalties for ·violations o.fthe permit requirement, in accordance ·with the procedures 

established in &ction 1188. The penalties may be assessed against the dri'ver or against the vehicle's 
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1 owner if it is proven that the dri-ver operated the '.Jehicle as a t€1:xicab i~·ith the ornwr's knowledge. These 

2 penalties are in addition to any other penalties or methods of enforcement authorized by law. 

3 For purposes o.fSection 1188, the 1:iolator shall be referred to as "the permit holder. "If any penalties 

4 are notpaid to the Ta'6i Commission ·within 30 days CJjthe notice, the Commission shall refer the 

5 unpaidperialties to the Bureau a/Delinquent Revenue. 

6 (c) Amount of Penalty. The administrati-vepenalties assessed against the -violator by the 

7 Commission shall not exceed two thousan~fi-ve hundred dollars ($2, 500) for ajirst -violation orji"Ve 

8 thousand dollars ($5, 000) for a subsequent violation. 

9 In determining the aniount of the penalty in an indi'vidual case, the Commission shall take into account: 

10 (i) Whether the violator has in the past -violated the permit requirement, other 

11 provisions ofArticle 16, the Taxi Commission's rules and regulations, or state la·w rele"Vant to the 

12 operation afa taxicab permit; 

13 (ii) Whether the violator concealed or attempted to conceal his or her non 

14 compliance ·with the permit requirement; and 

15 

16 

17 

(iii) Such additional factors as the Commission may determine are appropriate. 

SEC. 1188. PROCEDURES FOR AD}JINJST.RATIVE PENALTIES. 

(a) Director's }fotice. Upon a determination that a permit holder hCls violated the full time 

18 driving requirenient or the Commission's rules and regulations, the Executive Director CJjthe Taxi 

19 Commission (the Director) shall send a ·written notice, byfint class mail or hand dellvery, to the 

20 permit holder, at the address listed in the Ta'6i Commission's records, identifying and describing the 

21 alleged '.Jiolations and stating the amount of the administrath;e penalty to be imposed. The notice shall 

22 also in.fem~ the permit holder that he or she has the right to request a fact finding hearing on the 

23 alleged violations and the proposedpenalty byfiling such a request within 15 business days of the date 

24 of the notice. The Director and the permit holder may modify the Director's proposed decision by 

25 
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1 mutual consent. If the permit holder does not request a fact finding hearing ·within· the 15 days, the 

2 decision o.fthe Director shall be final. 

3 (b) Scheduling of Fact finding Hearing. Whenever a fact finding hearing is requested under 

4 subsection (a) above, the Director ·within 10 business days ofreceiving the request shall notify the 

5 permit holder of the date, time, andplace of the hearing by first class mail or hand deli-very. Such 

6 hearing shall be held no sooner than 20 business days and no later than 40 business days Gtfter the 

7 Director receives the request for a hearing, unless the time is extended by mutual agreement of the 

8 permit holder and the Director . .l'lotice of hearings shall be posted on the Commission's web site at 

9 · least 72 hours in advance ofthe hearings. 

10 . (c) Hearing Officers. The Director shall appoint a hearing officer for the fact finding 

11 hearingfrom a list appro·ved by the Commissi01~. The hearing officer shall not be an eniployee ofthe 

12 Taxi Commission or the Police Department. 

13 (d) Submittals for the Hearing. At least 5 business days prior to the hearing, the parties to 

14 the hearing shall submit ·written information to the hearing officer including,· but not limited to, the 

1 5 follo·wing: a statement of the issues to be detennined by the hearing officer, a statement of the e-vidence 

16 to be offered at the hearing and the identity ofany ·witnesses to appear at the hearing. The ·written 

17 ·information shall not exceed 10 double spacedpages, excluding exhibits. 

18 (e) Conduct of the Hearing. The hearing shall be open to the public and tape recorded. Any 

19 party to the hearing may, at his or her own expense, caitse the hearing to be recorded by a certified 

2 O court reporter. During the hearing, evidence and testimony may be presented to the hearing officer. 

21 Parties may be represented by counsel and have the right to cross examine witnesses. All testimony 

22 shall be gi-ven under oath. 

23 The hearing need not be conducted according to f0nnal rules of procedure. and evidence, but no 

24 decision shall be based solely on hearsay e-vidence. The hearing officer may make reasonable rulings to 

25 ensure a fair and efficient hearing. 
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1 Proposed Decision. The hearing office'( shall, within ten business days after the 

2 conclusion o,fthe hearing, present aproposed decision including ·written findings tmd recommendations 

3 regardingpenalties to the Commission. The hearing officer ~hall at that time transmit his or her 

4 decision to the permit holder by certified mail directed to the most recent address on file ·with the 

5 Commission for the permit holder. The Commission shallpost at its office a notice that a copy ofthe 

6 proposed decision is available for public inspection during normal business ho urn. 

7 (g) . Commission Action. The Executive Director shall place the hearing &jjicer'sproposed 

8 decision on the Commission's consent calendar for the next scheduled meeting occun·ing not less than 

9 ten calendar days after entry of the Director's decision. The Director shall also submit the recording o,f 

1 0 the hearing and any ·written materials submitted in connection ·with the hearing. The proposed decision 

11 shall be a recommendation to the Commission, and the Commission may adopt, modifj~ or deny such 

12 recommendation,. or me.y remand the matter to the hearing officer forfurther proceedings. The 

13 Commission me.y act on the hearing officer'sproposed decision and the recordpresented; it me.y not 

14 rehear the case. The Commission shall serve itsfinal decision upon theparties to the hearing andpost 

15 the decision in the Stfme manner aspro-;idedfor herein ·with respect to the hearing &jjicer'sproposed 

16 decision. · 

17 (h) Collection. If the Commissionfinds against the permit holder and imposes 

18 administrati've penalties, the CommiSsion 's decision shall state the amount o.f the penalties and declare 

19 that they are due andpe.yable to the City and County ofSan Francisco ·wit.17,in 30 days ofthe date ofthe 

20 decision, provided that the Executi've Director may agree to a reasonable pe.yment schedule not to 

21 exceed the permit holder's income on a mqnthly basis. If the penalties are notpaid to the Taxi 

22 Commission within 30 days o,fthe notice, the Commission me.y mo·ve to suspend or revoke the permit. 

23 (i) Other Penalties. The penalties and methods of enforcement set forth in this Section and 

24 in Sections 1186and1187 are in addition to those set forth in Sections 1090and1185 ofthis Code and 

25 in addition.to any other penalties or methods of enforcement authorized by laY/. 
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1 . Section 11. The Business and Tax Regulations Code is hereby amended by repealing 

2 Section 76.5, as follows: 

3 SEC. 76.5. DP.IVER OF'}.{()TQR VEHICLE ... l?QR HIRE; RENEWAL OFA ... VNLG4L LICENSE. 

4 (a) · I'lotwithstanding the provisions o.fSection 76 o.f this Code or Sections 2.16 and 1089 of" 

5 the Police Code: 

6 (1) A permit holder ·who renews his or her motor vehicle for hire dri'?er'spcrmit on 

7 or after .February 1 butprior to }.farch 1 mustpay an additional JO percent ofthc amount ofthc stated 

8 license fee to the Tax Collector as apenciltyfor nonpayment. 

9 (2) A permit holder who renews his or her motor Ychick for hire drlvcr'spcnnit on 

10 or after Akrch 1 butprior to April 1 mustpay an additional 15pcrceni of the e;niount ofthe stated 

11 license fee to the Tax Collector as apcnaltyfor nonpayment. 

12 (3 A permit holder ·who rerwws his or her motor Yehicle for hire driver'sjJer+nit on 

13 or after April 1 butprior to }Jay 1 must: 

14 Complete an application for a motor •·chicle for hire driYer s pennit 

15 under Police Code Section 1089 andpay the applicable permitfiling fee under P oliCe Code Section 

16 2.26.1, and 

17 (B) Pay the applicable license fee under Police Code Section 2.27.1, andan 

18 additional 25 percent o.f the amount o.f the stated license jee to the Tax Collector as a penalty for 

19 nonpayment. 

20 (b) lfapermit holder fails to rene·w his or her motor vehicle for hire driver'spermit by }Jay 

21 1, the perm# shall expire by operation of law on that date and the permit holder must obtain a nevi 

22 permitpur~uant to Police Code Section 1089 and pay all applicable fees, including the permitfiling fee 

23 under Police Code Section 2.26.1, in order to operate a motor whicle for hire; provided, howewr, that 

24 in order to inYoke these provisions, the Taxi Commission must have sent notice to the permit holder 

25 
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1 prior to }Jay .1 explaining that the permit is about to expire and the effect of that expiration on 

2 obtaining a ne-w permit. 

3 Section 12. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

4 intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

5 numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

6 Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

7 additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

8 the officiaf title of the ordinance. 

9 Section 13. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become e~ective 30 days after 

1 O enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

11 ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

12 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance·. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

By: 
MARIAM M. MORLEY 
Deputy City Attorney 

18 n:\ptc\as2014\1000467\00925646.doc 
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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Transportation, Police, Administrative, Business, and Tax Regulations Codes - Motor 
Vehicles for Hire] 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's 
authority to designate staff to enforce parking laws; grant the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to 
enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or 
operating a taxi without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a 
functioning taximeter; and making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party 
carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections 
governing motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax Regulations 
and Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle 
for hire permits. 

Existing Law 

The SFMTA has exclusive authority to regulate taxis in San Francisco, and _has enacted a 
regulatory scheme governing taxis in Article 1100 of Division II of the Transportation Code. 
Article 16 of the Police Code governed taxis when they were regulated by the Police 
Commission, and later, by the Taxi Commission. For the most part, the provisions of Article 
16 have been superseded by amendments to Division I and Division II of the Transportation 
Code adopted after this Board placed taxis under the jurisdiction of the SFMTA. The 
provisions of Article 16 are now duplicative of, in direct conflict with, or inconsistent with taxi 
regulations contained in Divisions I and II of the Transportation Code. 

The SFMTA does not have subpoena power in the context of its role as the agency that 
enforces taxi _regulations. The administrative penalty for driving or operating a motor vehicle 
for hire in Sari Francisco is a fine of $5000, but the criminal penalty for the same conduct is a 
fine of no more than $1000. Article 7 of Division I of the Transportation Code designates 
certain violations of motor vehicle for hire regulations (found in Article 1100 of Division II of the 
Transportation Code) as misdemeanors. Operation of a taxi without a functioning taximeter, 
and refusal by the driver of a charter party carrier(limousine) to produce a waybill upon 
request have not yet been designated as criminal violations. 

Amendments to Current Law 

This legislation would repeal Article 16 of the Police Code in its entirety, and would repeal 
sections of the Police Code governing application fees, issuance fees, and renewal fees for 
taxi permits. It would also repeal Section 76.5 of the Business and Tax Regulations Code, 
which has been superseded by Sections 1105 and 1108 of Division II of the Transportation 
Code governing renewal of taxi driver permits. 
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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 

This legislation would grant the SFMTA subpoena power to facilitate its investigations of 
potential violations of SFMTA's taxi regulations. It would also allow a hearing officer to 
subpoena documents or testimony, at the request of the SFMTA or the respondent, in the 
context of an administrative proceeding challenging an SFMTA determination that respondent 
has violated SFMTA's taxi regulations. This legislation would amend Section 3.1 (e) of the 
Transportation Code to clarify the authority of the Director of Transportation to designate 
SFMTA staff members who may enforce parking laws, al')d would delete Section 3.1 (f), which 
currently makes such designations. It would amend Article 7 of the Transportation Code to 
increase the criminal fine for driving or operating a taxi without a permit. And it would amend 
Article 7 to make it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter, or to 
refuse to produce a limousine waybill upon request. 

This legislation would add Section 1.4 to Division I of the Transportation Code confirming this 
Board's 2008 transfer of jurisdiction over taxis to the SFMT A It would also renumber as 
Section 1.5 of the Transportation Code the current Section 7.4 of that Code, which requires 
the SFMTA to report quarterly to the Board of Supervisors on its efforts to improve taxi service 
in San Francisco. This legislation would amend Article 7 of the Transportation Code by 
renumbering existing Sections 7.3.1 - 7.3.11. · 

Background Information 

In December of 2008, this Board exercised its authority under Charter Section 8A.101 (b) to 
abolish the Taxi Commission and transfer its functions to the SFMT A Under Section 
8A.101 (b ), the SF MT A has exclusive authority over taxis, and its regulations supersede all 
previously-adopted ordinances governing taxis or other motor vehicles for hire that conflict 
with or duplicate such regulations. In February of 2009, the SFMTA Board adopted Article 
1100 of Division II of the Transportation Code governing motor'vehicles for hire, and the 
SF MT A Board has continued, periodically, to amend Article 1100 and Article 300 (Fines and 
Fees) of Division II such that they provide a comprehensive scheme of taxi regulation. In 
addition, in March of 2011 this Board adopted, as amended, legislation recommended by the 
SFMTA Board that moved the provisions criminalizing certain taxi violations from Article 16 of 
the Police Code to Article 7 of the Transportation Code, and classified other violations of the 
SFMTA's taxi regulations as misdemeanors under Article 7. This legislation, also 
recommended by the SFMTA Board, would complete the process by moving to the 
Transportation Code a few sections of the Police Code related to motor vehicles for hire, and 
repealing the rest. 

n:\ptc\as2014\1000467\00930428.doc 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2 



M Edwin M. Lee, Mayor 

Tom f\lolan, Cilairma/l 
Malcolm Heinide, Director 
Joel Ramos, Director 

Cheryl Brinkman, Vice-Chairman 
Jerry Lee: Director 
Cristina Rubke, Director 

Municipal 
Transportation 
Agency Edward D. Reisl'.in, Director of franspiJrtatiun 

June 17, 2014 

The Honorable Members of the Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
1 Dr. Carlton Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

SUBJECT: Ordinance Amending the Transportation, Police, Administrative, and 
Business and Tax Regulations Codes 

Honorable Members of the Board of Supervisors: 

The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) requests that the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors adopt the attached ordinance, which adds several taxi-related sections to the 
Transportation Code and repeals superseded sections of the Police Code, the Business and Tax 
Regulations Code, and the Administrative Code relevant to taxis. Adoption of this ordinance will 
facilitate the SFMTA's efforts to improve taxi service in San Francisco. 

Background and Purpose of the Legislation 

Police Code Repeal 

The SFMTA currently has exclusive authority to regulate taxis in San Francisco. Prior to the SFMTA 
obtaining jurisdiction over taxis, the Police Department, and later the Taxi Commission, regulated 
motor vehicles for hire including taxis, through Article 16 of the Police Code. Beginning in 2009, many 
of the provisions of Article 16 were superseded by amendments to Division I of the Transportation 
Code adopted by the BOS, and by the comprehensive regulatory scheme for taxis enacted by the 
SFMT A in Division II, Article 1100 of the Transportation Code. Therefore, the provisions of Article 16 
of the Police Code, and the other ordinances that the attached ordinance would repeal, are now either 
duplicative of or inconsistent with the taxi regulations contained in the Transportation Code. This 
creates confusion among both members of the taxi industry and members of the public. 

At its meeting of November 16, 2010, the SFMTA Board recommended legislation to the Board of 
Supervisors moving several' existing taxi-related misdemeanors from the Police Code to the 
Transportation Code, and adding new taxi-related misdemeanors to the Transportation Code. That 
legislation was ultimately adopted by the Board of Supervisors, with minor amendments, in March 
2011. (Ordinance No. 45-ll, File No. 101422). The attached ordinance will complete the process of 
consolidating the Municipal Code's taxi regulations into the Transportation Code by deleting remaining 
taxi-related provisions from the Police, Administrative and Business and Tax Regulations Codes. It will 
also amend the Transportation Code in the manner outlined in more detail below. 

Subpoena Power 

The SFMTA does not currently have the authority to compel the production of testimony or other 
evidence in the context of its role as the agency that enforces taxi regulations. Currently, when a permit 
holder or applicant challenges the SFMTA's decision regarding a permit, including revocation or denial 
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of a permit, the SFMTA may only use as evidence at the hearing any records that are in its own files. 
For example, ifthere are allegations that a medallion applicant was traveling out of the country at the 
time that he or she claimed to be driving, the SFMTA has no ability to require the applicant to show his 
or her passport as evidence at.the hearing. In addition, neither the SFMTA nor the permit holder may 
subpoena witness testimony or other evidence to a hearing challenging an SFMTA decision to deny; 
suspend or revoke a taxi permit. Adoption of this ordinance would make it simpler and. more efficient 
for SFMTA Taxi Services to investigate permit applications and for permit holders and the SFMTA to 
present all relevant evidence at a taxi permit hearing . 

. Increased Penalties 

The administrative penalty for operating a motor vehicle for hire without a permit in San Francisco is 
$5,000.00 under Division II, Section 1105(a) of the Transportation Code. However, the criminal 
penalty for the same conduct is a fine of no more than $1, 000. 00. This creates a substantial disparity 
between .the consequences to the operator of an illegal motor vehicle for hire, depending on whether he 
or she is apprehended by SFMTA Taxi Investigators or by the San Francisco Police Department. These 
amendments increase the criminal penalty to the amount allowed by state law to make it more consistent 
with the current administrative penalty. 

New Misdemeanors 

These amendments will make it a misdemeanor for a taxi to operate without a functioning taximeter, as 
this often leads to fraudulent conduct and for an operator of a charter party carrier to refuse to produce a 
waybill upon request by a Police Officer, or a person authorized to enforce the provisions of Article 
1100 of the Transportation Code. 

Other Approvals 

The SFMTA Board of Directors passed a resolution on June 5, 2012 (Resolution No. 12-081) 
recommending that the BOS adopt the attached ordinance. 

Recommendation 

The SFMTA requests that the San Francisco Board of Supervisors adopt this ordinance. 

Thank you for your consideration of these proposed amendments· and for your continued support of the 
SFMTA. Should you have any questions or require more information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at any time. 

Edward D. Reiskin 
Director of Transportation 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RESOLUTION No. 12-081 

· WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance is the second part of legislation that the Board of Directors 
recommended to the Board of Supervisors in at its meeting of November 16, 2010, for the purpose of 
tnoving motor vehicle for hire (MVFH) related ordinances into the Transportation Code. The Board of 
s·upervisors approved the ordinance with amendments in March, 2011: (Ordinance No. 45~ 11, File No. 
101422). That .ordinance moved existing motor vehicle for hire related misdemeanol's from the Police Code 
to the Transportation Code, and added additional motor vehicle for hire related misdemeanors. 

' 
WHEREAS, The prior oi·dinance also granted authority to Taxi Services' field enforcement staff to 

enforce only specified patking regulations that are partiCularly relevant to taxis and limousines. However, 
that provision proved unnecessary and is deieted in favor of the Director ofTi'ansportation's general 
authority to delegate such authority with flexibility to any SFMTA employee as needed; and, · 

: . . ' 

WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance would authorize the SFMTA to subpoena witnesses, . 
documents and records as needed in administrative proceedings for enforcement ofMVFH regulations. 
Cwrently paities adverse to the SFMTA in adinini~trative hearings are able to get all public documents to 
advance their case, but the SFMTA is not able to require the production of any evidence outside of its own 
fil~s that would supp.art its position; and, · 

WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance would additionally authorize the iniposition of maximum 
allowable fines for a charter party carrier that exceeds its charter by picking up street-hails ($2,500 for the 
first offe1ise and $5,0.00 for subsequeilt offenses);. 

WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance would have the effect of removing the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Appeals from taxi permit hearings, whiCh had been granted by ordinance in the Police Code and is 
not reproduced in the Tra11sportation Code; now, therefore, be it . . 

RESOLVED, That the Sa·n Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency Board of Directors 
recommends that the Board of Supervisors amend Transportation Code, Division I to repeal Article 16 of 
the Police Code and transfer the remaii1ing provisions of that Article tq Division I of the Tnmspottation 
Code; and (1) clarifying the authority of the Director of Transportation to designate staff who may enforce 
parking laws and deleting Section 3. l(f), which makes such designations, (2) authorizing the SFMTA to 
subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to its enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations, (3} 
increasing penalties for operating a motor vehicle for hire without a permit, (4) ref\umbering sections for 
clarity and. (5) eliminating outdated provision$ of the Business Tax and Regulations Code. 

I certify tliat the foregoing resolution was adopted by the San '.francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 
Board of Directors at its meeting of June 5, 2012. 

·Secretary to the Board of Directors 
· San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Regina Dick-Endrizzi, Director, Small Business 
Ed Reiskin, Executive Director, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Greg Suhr, Chief, Police Department 

FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development 
Committee, Board of Supervisors 

DATE: June 18, 2014 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Development Committee has received the 
following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on June 10, 2014: 

File No. 120967 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of 
Transportation's authority to designate s~ff to enforce parking laws; grant 
the Municipal Transportation Agency authority to subpoena evidence and 
testimony relevant to enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; making 
it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter; and 
making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to refuse 
to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections 
governing motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax 
Regulations and Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees 
related to motor vehicle for hire permits. 

If you have any additional comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them 
to me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. 

c: Christian Murdock, Acting Commission Secretary 
Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Dillon Auyoung, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Roberta Boomer, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Christine Fountain, Police Department 
lnsp. John Monroe, Police Commission 
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City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: · Ed Reiskin, Executive Director, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Chief Greg Suhr, Police Department 

FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development Committee 
Board of Supervisors 

DATE: October 10, 2012 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Development Committee has 
received the following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on 
September 25, 2012. This matter is being referred to your department informational 
purposes only and no additional action is required. 

File No. 120967 

Ordinance: 1) amending the San Francisco Transportation Code, Division I, by: 
a) adding Section 1.4 confirming the transfer of jurisdiction over taxicab's to the 
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) as originally 
memorialized in former Police Code Section 1075; b) adding Section 1.5, which 
is former Section 7.4 of the Transportation Code, requiring SFMTA to report 
quarterly to the Board of Supervisors on its progress increasing and improving 
taxi service; c) adding Section 1.6 consisting of former Section 1135.1 (d) of the 
·Police Code; d) amending Section 3.1 (e) to clarify the authority of th~ Director of 
Transportation to designate staff who may enforce parking laws, and deleting 
Section 3.1 (f), which makes such designations; e) adding Section 3.5 granting 
the SFMTA authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to its 
enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; f) amending. Article 7 by 
renumbe.ring existing Sections 7 .3.1 - 7.3.11; g) amending Section 7.3.50 to 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; h) adding 
Section 7.3.56 making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 
taximeter; i) adding Section 7.3.57 making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a 
charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; and j) deleting Section 7.4; 2) 
amending the San Francisco Police Code by repealing Article 16 in its entirety; 
and 3) amending the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code by 
repealing Section 76.5. 



If you do wish to submit any reports or documentation to be included as part of the file, 
please $end those to me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton 
B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 94102. · 

c: Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Christine Fountain, Police Department 



TO: 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 
Regina Dick-Endrizzi, Director 
Chris Schulman, Commission Secretary 
Small Business Commission, City Hall, Room 448 

FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development Committee 
Board of Supervisors 

DATE: October 10, 2012 

SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Land Use & Economic Development Committee 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Deve.lopment Committee has 
received the following substitute legislation, which is being referred to the Small 
Business Commission for comment and recommendation. The Commission may 
provide any response it deems appropriate within 12 days from the date of this referral. 

File No. 120967 

Ordinance: 1) amending the San Francisco Transportation Code, Division I, by: 
a) adding Section 1.4 confirming the transfer of jurisdiction over taxicabs to the 
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) as originally 
memorialized in former Police Code Secti.on 1075; b) adding Section 1.5, which 
is former Section 7.4 of the Transportation Code, requiring SFMTA to report 
quarterly to the Board of Supervisors on its progress increasing and improving 
taxi service; c) adding Section 1.6 consisting of former Section 1135.1 (d) of the 
Police Code; d) amending Section 3.1 (e) to clarify the authority of the Director of 
Transportation to designate staff who may enforce parking laws, and deleting 
Section 3.1 (f), which makes such designations; e) adding Section 3.5 granting 
the SFMTA authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to its 
enforcement· of motor vehicle for hire regulations; f) amending Article 7 by 
renumbering existing Sections 7.3.1 - 7.3.11; g) amending Section 7.3.50 to 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; h) adding 
Section 7.3.56 making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 
taximeter; i) adding Section 7.3.57 making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a 
charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; and j) deleting Section 7.4; 2) 
amending the San Francisco Police Code by repealing Article 16 in its entirety; 
and 3) amending the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code ·by 
repealing Section 76.5. · 



Please return this cover sheet with the Commission's response to me at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 

**************************************************************************************************** 

RESPONSE FROM SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION - Date: ______ _ 

No Comment 

Recommendation Attached 

Chairperson, Small Business Commission 



Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mavor 

Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

D 1. For reference to Committee. 

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment. 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires" 

D 5. City Attorney request. 

D 6. Call File No. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

IZl 8. Substitute Legislation File No. '~1_2_09_6_7 _____________________ __J 

D 9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

D 10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

D 11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative 

. Sponsor(s): 

I Supervisor Wiener 

Subject: 

Transportation, Police, Administrative, and Business and. Tax Regulations Codes - Motor Vehicles for Hire 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's authority to designate staff 
to enforce parking laws; grant the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency authority to subpoetia evidence 
and testimony relevant to enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or 
operating a taxi without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter; and 
making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; and amending the 
Police Code to repeal all sections governing motor vehicles for hire and the Business and Tax Regulations and 
Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle for hire permits. 
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Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: ---~---=·/_?_· ·--~-~· ·-~--· ~(v-/{j ____ l_·~-~---~----
For Clerk's Use Only: 
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