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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 ORDINANCE NO. 

[Transportation, Police, Administrative, and Business and Tax Regulations Codes - Motor 
Vehicles for Hire] 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's 

authority to designate staff to enforce parking laws; grant the Municipal Transportation 

Agency authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to enforcement of . 

motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi 

without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 

taximeter; and making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to 

refuse to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections. governing 

motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax Regulations and 

Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle for 

hire permits. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times New Romanfont. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

19 Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

20 Section 1. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 1, is hereby amended by 

21 adding Section 1 .4, and renumbering existing Section 1A to become Section 1.5, as follows: 

22 SEC. 1.4. TRANSFER OF REGULATORY AUTHORITY OVER MOTOR VEHICLES FOR 

23 HIRE TO MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY. 

24 

·25 
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1 Pursuant to Ordinance .303-08. the City has abolished the Taxi Commission and "transferred the 

2 functions. powers, and duties of the Taxi Commission to the San Francisco Municipal Transportation 

3 Agency, pursuant to authority granted in Charter Section 8A.101. 

4 SEC. 1.54.4. SEVERABILITY. 

5 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this Division I is for any 

6 reason held to be unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remai,ning 

7 portions of this Code. The Board of Supervis.ors declares that it would have passed this Code 

8 and each article, section, subsection, sentence, clause and phrase of this Code, irrespective 

9 of the fact that any one or more articles, sections, subsections, sentences, clause or phrase 

1 O may be declared unconstitutional. 

11 Section 2. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 3, is hereby amended by 

12 revising Section 3.1, as follows:. 

SEC. 3.1. POLICE COMMISSION REGULATION OF TRAFFIC; CIVILIAN 

14 EMPLOYEES AUTHORIZED TO ENFORCE PARKING REGULATIONS. 

15 (a) The Chief of Police is hereby authorized to direct, control, divert and regulate all 

16 traffic by means of Police Officers or persons designated as special police officers limited to 

17 _the contro_I and direction of traffic by the Chief of Police pursuant to Section 4.127 of the 

18 Charter for the exclusive or main purpose of enforcing the provisions of Division 11 of the 

19 Vehicle Code, the issuance of citations for the violation of this Code, Article 12 of the Police 

. 20 Code, or the Vehicle Code, and the emergency use of temporary signs and devices. 

21 (b) . Any Police Officer, Parking Control Officer, or .other SFMT A employee 

22 authorized to enforce parking laws may issue citations to or authorize the removal of any 

23 vehicle that is Parked in the street, on Public Property or in a Municipal Parking Facil_ity, in 

24 accordance with the provisions of this Code, the Police Code or the Vehicle Code. SFMTA 

25 
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1 employees whose authority·to enforce parking laws is limited to specified violations may order. 

2 removal of a vehicle only if it is parked in violation of one of the specified laws. 

3 (c) Where curb painting or parking regulations are necessary for public safety, such 

4 determination ·shall be reviewed by the Chief of Police and Fire Chief as appropriate. 

5 (d). Any Parking Control Officer employed by the Municipal Transportation Agency 

6 and assigned to the "Robert Greenstrand Disabled Placard Detail" shall have the power and 

7 authority to issue misdemeanor citations for violations of Vehicle Code §§ 4461 and 4463. 

8 (e)' The Director of Transportation shall be empowered to identify staff with authority 

9 to enforce eihe¥-. parking laws and regulations in compliance with the requirements of the 

1 O Vehicle Code. 

11 . (j) Any ernployee o.fthe }.1unicipel Tr€tnSportation Agency 1vho is author~zed by the Agency 

12 to enforce theproY'isions ofArticle 1100 ofthis Code may enjorf:e Sections 7.2.27, regulating Parking 

13 in white cones, 7.2.38, prohibiting unauthorized...,,·ehiclesfrom Parking in Stands, 7.2.39, prohibiting 

14 vehiclesfrom Parking in Transit Only Areas designated in Section 601, 7.2. 70, prohibiting obstruction. 

15 of traffic, 7. 2. 80, regulating Parking of rehicles for hire in residential zones, and 7. 2. 86, regulating 

16 idling o.fcommercial whi~les. 

17 Section 3. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 3, is hereby amended by 

18 adding Section 3.5; as follows: 

19 SEC. 3.5. AUTHORITY TO ISSUE SUBPOENAS. 

20 (a) When the Director of Transportation, acting under the authority of Charter Seqtion 

. 21 8A. I 0 I {b), deems testimony or other evidence necessary to a pending investigation o[the potential 

22 violation of an ordinance or regulation governing Motor Vehicles for Hire, or the qualifications of an 

23 applicant (or a permit, he or she shall have the power to subpoena witnesses, compel their attendance 

24 and testimony, administer oaths and afflrmations, take evidence, and require by subpoena the 

25 
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1 production of any books, papers. records or other items relevant to the regulation of motor vehicles for 

2 hire. 

3 022 In connect~on with a hearing conducted under Article 1100 ofthis Code into the alleged 

4 violation of an ordinance or regulation governing motor vehicles for hire, and upon the application of 

5 a party to the proceeding, the hearing officer is empowered to issue a subp_oena requiring the 

6 attendance and testimony of witnesses or the production of books. papers. records or other items upon 

7 the hearing officer's determination that the testimony or other evidence is likely to provide evidence 

8 relevant to the alleged violation. 

9 (c) All applications for subpoenas made and all subpoenas issued under this Section 3.5 

. 10 shall be made in th~ format and in accordance with the rules prescribed by the SFMI'A. In case ofthe 

11 refusal of any person to attend, testify, or produce documents as required by a subpoena issued under 

12 the authority of this Section 3. 5, the SFMI'A may proceed to petition {or a court order pursuant to 

Section 1991 ofthe Cali{Ornia Code of Civil Procedure. 

14 Section 4. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article 7, is hereby amended by 

15 revising Section 7.2.86, as follows: 

16 SEC. 7.2.86. IDLING ENGINE WHILE PARKED. 

17 To cause or permit the engine of a commercial vehicle, Private Bus, or motor vehicle 

18 for hire as defined in Police Code Section i076(a) to idle while Parked upon any public right of 

19 way within the City and County of San Francisco for more than five minutes; provided, 

20 however, that if such vehicle· is temporarily stopped for the sole purpose of loading or 

21 unloading passengers, it may idle no longer than is reasonably necessary to load or unload 

22 passengers. (60.5) 

23 Section 5. The Transportation Code, Division I, Article 7, is hereby amended by 

24 revising Section 7.3 and the sections immediately following, including by renumbering existing 

25 Sections 7.3.1 through 7.3.11 and adding new sections, as follows: Section 7 .3.10 (former 
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1 7.3.1); 7.3.20 (former 7.3.4); 7.3.21 (former 7.3.11); 7.3.~0 (former 7.3.3); 7.3.40 (former 

2 7.3.2); 7.3.50 (former 7.3.5); 7.3.51 (former 7.3.6); 7.3.52 (former 7.3.7); 7.3.53 (former 7.3.8); 

3 7.3.54 (fo(mer 7.3.9); 7.3.55 (former 7.3.10); 7.3.56 (new); and 7.3.57 (new). 

4 Section 6. The Transportation Code, Division II, Article?, is hereby amended by 

5 revising Section 7.3, as follows: 

6 SEC. 7.3. MISDEMEANORS. 

7 For the purposes of this Section 7.3; and Section 7.2, and unless otherwise stated herein. 

8 the terms "Color Scheme," "Dispatch Service," "Dispatch Service Permit," "Driver," "Driver Permit," 

9 "Medallion," "Medallion Holder," "Motor Vehicle for Hire," "Permit Holder," "Ramp Taxi," and 

1 O "Taxi, "when capitalized, shall have the meanings ascribed to these terms in Section I I 02 of this Code. 

11 The term "motor vehicle for hire, " when not capitalized, shall include any taxicab, limousine, or other 

12 privately-owned, motor-propelled, passenger-carrying motor vehicle for hire. regardless of whether the 

13 Citv and County has issued or could issue a permit for that vehicle. 

14 @ Except as may be authorized in Division II of this Code; the following actions are 

15 prohibited, and each and every violation of the prohibitions listed in the sections following this 

16 Subsection_Section 7.3 shall be a misdemeanor; provided however, that; the charge may be 

17 reduced to an infraction in the discretion of the Court, or the citation issued may be issued for 

18 the violation as an infraction in the discretion of the issuing officer. 

19 TRANSIT VIOLATIONS 

20 SEC. 7.3.1Q. OTHER FARE EVASION AND PASSENGER CONDUCT 

21 REGULATIONS. 

22 For any passenger or other person in or about any public transit station (including an 

23 outdoor high-level boarding platform or station operated by the Bay Area Rapid Transit 

24 District), or public transit vehicle to commit any of the acts described below: 

25 
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1 (a)· Knowingly providing false identification to a peace officer, fare inspector or other 

2 representative of the.transit system when engaged in the enforcement of City or state laws . 

3 regarding fare collection, fare evasion, passenger conduct or proof of payment of fare; 

Interfering with the turnstile or fare register; 

Meddling with the trolley pole or rope attached thereto; 

4 

5 

6 

(o) 

(c) 

(d) Meddling with tracks, switches, turnouts, or any other transit system structures 

7 or facilities; 

8 (e) Entering upon the roadbed, tracks, structures or other portions of transit system 

9 property or facilities not open to passengers or the public; 
. . 

10 (f) Obstructing any person or persons in charge of any transit station or facility or 

11 public transit vehicle in the performance of that person's duties, or otherwise interfering with 

12 the operation of the public transit vehicle; 

(g) : Sounding any bell, alarm or other warning device, without authorization; 

14 (h) Printing,· duplicating or otherwise reproducing any token, card, transfer or other 

15 item used for entry onto any transit vehicle or into a transit station without the express 

16 permission of the Municipal Transportation Agency. (128_.2) 

· 17 PARKINGPERMITVIOLATIONS 

18 SEC. 1.3.204. FAILURE TO SURRENDER A REVOKED PARKING PERMIT. 

19 Failure, when requested, to surrender a Parking Permit revoked by the Municipal 

20 Transportation Agency. A Police Officer or Parking Control Officer is authorized to confiscate 

21 a Parking Permit fror:n a vehicle if the Parking Permit is determined to have been revoked. 

22 (316,413;713) 

23 SEC. 7.3.2lll. FALSE STATEMENTS ON RESIDENTIAL PARKING PERMIT 

24 APPLICATION. 

25 
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1 Fo~ any person to knowingly make any false, misleading, or fraudulent statement or 

2 representation on any application for, or request for renewal of, any Residential Parking 

3 Permit issued by the Municipal Transportation Agency pursuant to Section 905. 

4 TRAFFIC VIOLATIONS 

5 SEC. 7.3.3Q. OBSTRUCTING TRAFFIC. 

6 To obstruct traffic four or more times within one year without a Special Traffic Permit, or 

7 violate the terms of a Special Traffic Permit or the.regulations set forth in Division II, Section 

8 903. Each hour during which the obstruction continues shall constitute a separate offense. 

9 Any person and/or business entity violating this section may be deemed guilty of a 

1 O misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of at least $1,000, or 

11 imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding six months, or both. (194.3) 

12 MISCELLANEOUS VIOLATIONS 

13 SEC. 7.3.402 FRAUDULENT PAYMENT PROHIBITED. 

14 To cause to be deposited in any Parking Meter any slug, device, or substitute for lawful 

15 money of the United States or any authorized payment device, or to otherwise fraudulently 

· 16 attempt to obtain time on a Parking Meter or otherwise avoid making the required lawful · 

17 payment. (207) 

18 MOTOR VEHICLE FOR HIRE VIOLATIONS 

19 SEC. 7.3.503-. OPERATING WITHOUT A PERMIT. 

20 (a) For any person or entity to drive or operate any taxi on the public street without 
I 

21 a permit issued. by the SFMTA authorizing such driving or operation. The penalty for violation of 

22 this subsection 7.3.50 shall be $2,500 for the first offense and $5,000 (or a subsequent offense. except 

23 as otherwise provided by Public Utilities Code Section 5412.2(a). For purposes of this Subsection 

24 Section 7.3.5Q(a), taxi shall mean a motor vehicle for hire--}Jotor •·ehickfor Hire that picks up 

25 passengers without prearrangement. 
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1 (b) For any person or entity to operate any Dispatch Service, Color Scheme, or to 

2 provide taxi-related services to Drivers or Medallion Holders, including but not limited to 

3 procurement of a Taxi or Ra19p Taxi vehicle, vehicle insurance or maintenance, or the 

4 recruitment, management or scheduling of Drivers, without a permit issued by the SFMTA 

5 authorizing such operation in accordance with the provisions of this Code. 

6· (c) For any person to drive, or to allow another person to drive, a vehicle that is 

7 ~uthorized for use as a Motor Vehicle for Hire without a Driver Permit issued by the SFMT A 

8 Unless otherrPise stated;forpurposes &}Sections i3.5, 7.3.6, 7.3.7, 7.3.8, 7.3.9 and 7.3.10 of 

9 Article 7 of this Code, the terms "Color Scheme," "Dispatch Ser:ice," "Dispatch Serriee Pennit," . 

10 "Dri"'.Jer," "Dri"'.Jer Pennit," "},fotor Vehick for Hire," ''}.kdallion," "}v.fedallion Holder," "Permit," 

11 "P ennit Ho_lder, " "Ranp Taxi, " and "Taxi" s-hall have the meanings ascrib.ed to these ter71'lS in Article 

12 1100 ofth~ Code. 

SEC. 7.3.5Jft. SOLICITATION AND PAID PASSENGER REFERRALS PROHIBITED. 

14 (a) For any driver of a motor vehicle for hire, or any person acting in concert with or 

15 on behalf of the driver, to solicit passengers for the vehicle where the solicitation is made from 

16 any from any public street, sidewalk, or other public property. 

17 (b) For any person to solicit or accept payment from the driver ofa motor vehicle for 

18 hire for referral of a passenger to a motor vehicle for hire, or for any person or business, firm, 

19 · association or corporation to act in concert with or on behalf of another person or persons to 

20 solicit or. accept payments from the driver of a motor vehicle for hire for the referral of . 

21 · passengers to a motor vehicle for hire; provided, however, that this Section shall not apply to 

22 a Dispatch Service, a passenger referral service by which passengers are able to 

23 communicate directly with drivers, or any effort on the part of a Driver to market his or _her 

24 services to the public. 

25 
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1 (q) }i'or purposes qfthis Section. "motor '.Jehicle for hire" shall include an,}' taxicab, 

2 limo'btSine, or other jffivately 01medmotor propelled passenger carrving -vehicle for hire, regw4kss qf 

3 ·whether the Citv and County has issued or could issue a permit for that ·vehicle. 

4 SEC. 7 .3.5.i-7. GIFTS OR GRATUITIES. 

5 For any person to solicit or accept gifts and/or gratuities or anything of value from any 

6 holder of a San.Francisco Motor Vehicle for Hire Permit, except as authorized in this Code, in 

7 return for any dispatch call, assignment, vehicle, or shift. 

8 SEC. 7.3.538. FALSE STATEMENTS TO ENFORCEMENT 

9 PERSONNEL.PROHIBITED. 

1 o For any person or entity knowingly to make any false or misleading representation, to 

11 manufacture any record, or knowingly to conceal information from any person authorized by 

12 this Code .to enforce Motor Vehicle for Hire laws and regulations in connection with the 

13. application for, renewal of, possible revocation of, or operation of vehicle pursuant to a permi 

14 issued under Article 1100 of this Code. 

15 SEC. 7.3.549. REFUSAL TO PAY FARE. 

16 For any person to refuse to pay the legal fare and any applicable· surcharges for a 

17 Motor Vehicle- for Hire. 

18 SEC. 7 .3.554fJ. EXCESSIVE AND UNAUTHORIZED CHARGES. 

19 (a) For a driver Driver of a motor vehicle for hire to charge a passenger any amount 

20. in excess of the legally authorized rate of fare and any applicable surcharges.· 

21 (b) · For any Medallion Holder, Color Scheme or Dispatch Service Permit Holder to 

22 levy an administrative fee, service charge, processing fee, or other surcharge on Driver Permit 

23 Holders except as expressly authorized in this Code. 

24 SEC. 7.3.56. OPERATING WITHOUT FUNCTIONING TAXIMETER. 

25 
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1 For any person or entify to drive or operate any Taxi on the public street that is not equipped 

2 with a Taximeter. is equipped with a Taximeter that is inaccurately fixing the fare to be collected, or is 

3 otherwise not in good working order, or is equipped with a Taximeter thcit does not comply with the 

4 requirements ofSection 1113(j)(4) ofDivisionII ofthe Transportation Code. 

5 SEC. 7.:3.57.REFUSAL TO PRODUCE WAYBILL. 

6 For any person operating a charter-party carrier ofpassengers within the City and Counfy to 

7 refUse, upon request by a Police Officer or a person authorized by the Municipal Transportation 

8 Agency to enforce the provisions of Article 1100 of this Code, to produce his or her way bill for 

9 inspection.· 

1 O Section 6. The Transportation Code, Divisio~ I, Article 7 is hereby amended by 

11 repealing Section 7.4, as follows:·. 

12 SEC 7. 4. REPORT ONLYPROVED TAX/SERVICE. 

Begjnning April 1, 2011, the SF},!:TA shall report quarterly to the Board ofSuper;isor~ on 

14 SF}£I'A 's progress increasing and impro'.ling Taxi service in San Francisco. Such, reports shall include 

15 quantitati'.le data· demonstrating the Agency's progress in meeting demandfor Tax:i ser;ice as a way to 

16 reduce non permitted Taxi ser;ice. 

17 Section 7. The Police Code is hereby amended by repealing Sections 2.26.1 and 

18 2.27.1, as follows: 

19 SEC. 2.26.1. S-CHEDULE OPP~R}.fITSAJWPILIATGFEES. 

20 }fotvnthstanding the provisions of"Section 1085 ofthiS Code, the followin~fi!Jng fies, payable 

21 in advance to the Taxi Commission, are required when submitting applications for A1otor Vehicle for 

22 Hire permits to the Taxi Commission 

23 

24 

25 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

·19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24. 

25 

16 49 medallions 

246.00 
48:-0() . 

268.00 

343.00 

3,859.00 

SEC. 2.27.1. SCHEDULE OFL!CEl'TSE PEES F'OR }JOTQR VEHICLE F'OR HI.RE PE1V.41TS 

Nontlithstanding the pro-visions ofSection 1085 of this Code, the follo-wing license fees are 

payable to the Tax Collector for permits issued by the TGDSi Commission, and; ·when applicable, fer their 

renewal. 

Note: All licensefees are at an annual rate unless othenvise indicated. 

F¥PE OFPER:An+ 
LICENSE FEE 

Cole:P. -scheme, new 

1 5 medallions $ 811.00 

615 me<hlliens 1,339.00 

16 49 me<hllions 3,319.00 

50 or more medallions 4,149.00 

Interurban Bus 277.00 

Jitney Bus Driver J&(){) 

Jitney Bus Owner 
,,,..,,.., 11r 

"" .vv 

}.4otorized Rickshaw ,, '7'7 1111 
z;j .'7'7 

Public P GissengeF ¥chicle J+.00 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

TYPE OFPERMIT 

Driver 

Raniped Taxicab 
Sightseeing Bus 
Taxicab 

Taxicab Radio Dispatch 
Sen· ice 

LICE.ZVSEFEE 

166.00 

4,264.00 

7 Section 8. The Police Code is hereby amended by revising Section 2.31, as follows: 

8 SEC. 2.31. ANNUAL AOJUSTMENT OF FEES. 

9 · Beginning with fiscal year 2003-2004, fees set in SeCtions 2.26, 2.26.1, and2.27;-tmd 

10 2.27.1, may be adjusted each year, without further action by the Board of Supervisors, to 

11 reflect changes in the relevant Consumer Price Index, as determined by the Controller. 

12 No later than April 15th of each year, the Police Department, Taxi Commission, and 

Entertainment Commission shall submit its current fee schedule to the Controller, who shall 

14 apply the price index adjustment to produce a new fee schedule for the following year. 

15 No later than May 15th of each year, the Controller shall file a report with the Board 

16 of Supervisors reporting the new fee schedule and certifying that: (a) the fees produce 

17 · suffiqient revenue to support the costs of providing the services for which each fee is 

18 assessed, and (b) the fees do not produce revenue which is more than the costs of providing 

19 the services for which each fee is assessed. 

20 Section 9. The Administrative Code is hereby amended by revising 1 OG.1, as follows: 

21 SEC.10G.1. SURCHARGE IMPOSED; CATEGORIES OF PERMITS AND FEES. 

22 In order to recover the cost to the City and County for the Board of Appeals permit 

23 review functions, at the time a fee for permit application, issuance, or review is collected, and 

24 at the time an annual fee for renewal of the permit or license associated with the permit is 

25 
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1 collected, a surcharge in the amount specified shall be charged and collected for the following 

2 categories of permits and fees. 

3 (a) For fees imposed by the Department of City Planning pursuant to San Francisco 

4 Planning Code Sections 351 (h), 352(a) (except for fees imposed for hearings on Conditional 

5 Uses under Section 303 or Planned Unit ~evelopments under Section 304), 353(a), 353(b), 

6 353(c), or 355 for review of permits that may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to 

7 Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $25.00;' 

8 (b) For permits issued pursuant to San Francisco Building Code Section 11 OA: Tables 

g 1A-A; 1A-F, Item 3; 1A-H; 1A-K, Item 8; or 1A-Q, Item 5; that may be appealed to the Board of 

1 o Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $25.00; 

11 (c) _For permits issued pursuant to the San Francisco Public Works· Code that may be 

12 appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of 6.00; 

13 (d) For permits specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.26 that may be 

14 appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of $26.50 

. 15 for such permits issued by the Police Department, and a surcharge of $4.00 for such permits 

16 issued by the Entertainment Commission; 

17 (e) Forper7'1'lits specified in San Frmicisco Police Code Section 2.26.1 that may be appealed to 

18 the Boar-d o.f'Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge of$ 7. 00; 

19 (efJ For annual license fees specified in San Francisco Police Code Section 2.27 ~or 

20 permits that may be appealed to tf.le Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4 .. 106, a 

21 surcharge of $26.50 for such permits issued by the Police Department and a surcharge of 

. 22 $4. 00 for such permits issued by the Entertainment Commission; 

23 . (g) ..... %r annual license fees specified in San Fr-ancisco Police Code Section2.27.1 forpennits 
. . 

24 that may be· appealed to the Board ofAppealsp.ursuant to Charter Section 4.106, a surcharge o/$7. 00; 

25 
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1 (j}t) For permits issued pursuant to San Francisco. Health Code Section 1009.53 that 

2 may be appealed to the Board of Appeals pursuant to Charter Section 4.106, and annual 

3 permit fees pursuant to San Francisco Health Code Section 1009.54 and Business and Tax 

4 Regulations Code Section 249.16, a surcharge of $51.00; 

5 Section 10. The Police Code is hereby amen_ded by repealing all existing provisions in 

6 Article 16 (Division I, Sections 1075-1110, Division II, Sections 1120-1147.9, Division llA,. 

7 Sections1148-1148.6, Division Ill, Sections 1150-1154, Division IV, Sections 1155-1159, 

8 DivisionV, Sections 1160-1161, Division VI, Sectioris1165-1166, Division VII, Sections 1170-

9 1171, Division VIII, Sections 1175-1178, Division IX, Sections 1183-1183.40, and Divisi"on X, 

1 O Sections 1185-1188), as follows: 

11 DIVISION I PROVISIONS GOVE.llV.IlVGALL VEHICLES 

12 SECTJQ.,_\T 1075. DECL4RAT-!0}l OF POLICY. 

The Board ofSupervisorn o.f_the City and CoW'lty ofSan Francisco hereby declare it shall be the 

14 policy o_fthe City and County ofSan Francisco that: 

15 (a) All motor ve}zicle for hire permits issued by the City and County of-San Fr-0ncisco are 

16 the property of the people of the City and County ofSan Francisco and shall not be sold; assigned or· 

17 transferred. 

18 (b) · A sufficient 1'1:1£nzber o.f permits for each type, kind, or class o.fmotor vehicle for hire 

1 9 shall be issued to ass'llre adequate service to the public, including residents, com1nuters, tourists and 

20 other -visitors. 

21 (c) · All taxicabs shall be operated ·with an ejfecti-ve 2 4 hour radio dispatcl1. ser,;ice to assure 

22 prom-pt, safe and adequate service fer all residents of the City and County of San Francisco, including, 

23 ·without limitation, elderly and handicappedper~ons, in all locations throughout the City and County. 

24 

25 
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1 (e) All cominercial operation_ ofmotor ·vehicles for hire in the City and County o.fSan 

2 Francisco shall be subject to regulation under this Artick, except to the extent that such regulation is 

- 3 preerrpted or precluded by state orfederal law. f( is the intent ofthe Board ofSupervisors that this 

4 Article sliall apply to all motor vehicles for hire, including those ·which mayfrom time to time be 

5 deregulated by state orfederal authority although now or in the future exemptedfrom regulation 

6 hereunder by virtue &}state or federal law. 

7 (f) The public will benefitfr-om additional efforts to enforce the pro-visions of this: Artick, 

8 and a portion of the cwt of enforcement should be funded through fees collecte6f.from holders &f 

9 pennits issued under this Article. 

10 SECTION 1075.1. T.P.A,,_¥SFER OFR.E-GUL4TORYAUTHOR.ITY TO ldUNICIPAL 

11 TP . .ANSPORTATIONAGENCY. 

12 Pursuant td the authority granted in Charter Section 8A. 1 OJ. the Board ofSupenisors hereby 

13. abolishes the Taxi Commission and tr~nsfers thefimctions, po·wers and duties ofthe Taxi Commission 

14 to the }.funicipal Transportation Agency. 

15 SECTIDZ'l 1076. DEFINIT!O}lS. 

16 Per purposes o.fthis Artick the fella-wing words andplirases are deftrled and shall be construed 

17 as set forth belo-w: 

18 "}.fotor Vehicle for Hire Every type, kind and class of prbately owned motor propelled 

19 passenger car+·ying 'oiehicle j0r hire over ·which the City and County of"San Francisco. may exercise 

2 0 jurisdiction. 

21 (b) . "Taxicab." A motor -;chick for hire a.fa distinctive color or colors and which is -

22 operated at rates per mile or upoff; a waiting time basis, or both, and ·which is equipped with a 

23 taximeterand·wh~c,71, is 'USe6ffor the transportation of passengers fer hire over and-along thepublic 

24 streets, not o'oier a defined route but, as to the route and destination, in accordance with and under the 

25 
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1 direction of the passenger or person hiring such Y'ehicle. A "taxicab" does not include motor vehicles 

2 · for hire herein defined as "ramped taxis. " 

3 (c) "Taximeter." An instrument or deY'ice attached to a motor vehicle for hire by means o.f 

4 l'h7iich instrument or de'.lice the charge authorizedjor hire o.fsuch vehicle is mechanically calculated 

5 either on a basis of distance traveled or for waiting time; or a combination thereof; ·which charges shall 

6 be indicated upon suoh taximeter by means of flgures, in dollars and cents. 

7 d) "Taxicab Dispatch Service. " Any person, business, firm, partnership, association o-r 

8 corporation ·which holds itself out to the public as a source oftaxiccib service by or tkr:Ough which 

9 taxicabs may be summoned or dispatChed by radio. 

10 (e). "Ta:xicGtb Celor Scheme. " An)' color scheme, design or dress for taxicabs tllGlt is 

11 distinguishablefrom the cofor scheme, design or dress custemarily usedforprlvate automobiles. 

12 69 ''Jitney~ " ''Jitney Bus. " A motor vehicle for hire less than 20feet in length traversing the 

public streets benreen certain definite points or tennini and conveying no more ·than 15passengers .for 

14 afi:xed oharge, betwBen suc}zpoints or any intennediate points, and so held out, advertised or 

15 announced; provided, howeyrer, that the size andpassenger limitations established herein shall not 

16 apply to any nhiele operated as o,f.Iuly 1, 1983. A jitney bus is hereby declared to be a common 

17 carrier and is subject to the regulations prescribed in the },funicipal Code and in this Article. 

18 (g) "}r1otorized Ricksh.aw. " A passenger CGlr7")'ing motor vehicle for hire ha1•ing three or 

19 four wheels, convertible type, designed to carry not more than four passenger~. The gross •ve.ight. ofa 

2 O motorized rickshaw shall not exceed 4, 700 pounds, unloaded, and shall have a wheelbase not to exceed 

21 95 inches, and shall have an engine not to exceedfour cylinder~. A motorized rickshaw shall have a 

22 cloth hood over the rear seating area that shall resemble the hood ofa traditional rikisha or jinrikisha. 

23 (h). "Limousine. " A passenger carrying motor vehicle for hire, o.f priY'ate appearance · 

24 (except as to license plates), not equipped with a tcedmeter,' designed to accommodate seven or eight 

25 persons, inclusive ofa driver, and used.for the tr-ansportation of persons fer hire over and along the, 
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public streets, h not O',Jer afixed and defined route but, as to route and destination, in accordance wit. 

ich and under ~he direction ofthepassenger or person hiring such limousine, the charges for use of·wh_ 

are based upon r~tesper mile, per trip, per hour, per day, per week orper month. 

(i) leer "Funeral Limousine. " Any limousine used exclustvely in the business ofany under4a 
'· 

or funeral director. 

(j) '
1Sightseeing Bus. 11 A motor vehicle for hire used in the com·eyance, for hire, of tour ists 

and sightseers, over the public streets, for the purpose ofa sightseeing trip or tour in the visiting an d 

vie-wing CJ/pl-aces e;finterest. A "sightseeing bus 11 is hereby definf!d to be a common can'ier and sub ject 

to the regul-ationsprescribed in the },/unicipal Code and this Aru°cle. 

(k) "Interurban Bus. 11 A motor •·chicle for hire, other than a jitney bus usedfor transpor ting 

passengers.for hire O',Jer andcil<mg thepub~ic streets between certain definite points or termini, one 

·within and the other without the limits ·of the City and County CJ/San Fr-ancisco. An "interurban bu s" is 

hereby declared to be a common can-ier and subject to the regul-ationsprescribed in the }.!unicipal 

Code and this Article. 

(/) "Permi#ee 11 or "Permit Holder. 11 Anyperson, business, firm, partnership, associatim 'l or 

corporation ·wliich holds anypermit or license issued by or under the authority o.fthe City and Cow 'll)' 

ofSan Francisco to operate or drive any 1notor v•ehicle for hire. 1'0perator. 11 Any person, business, 

firm, partnersh,ip, association or corporation holding a permit issued by the City and County ofSan 

'Wt Francisco pursuant to the provisions CJ/this Article, and any agent ofsuclz pennittee including, but 1 

limited to, iiny manager or lessee ofsaidpenni#ee. 

(m) "Driver. 11 Any person engaged in the mechanical operation and licivingphysicaJ chm -ge 

or custody ofa motor whicle for hire ·while said motor vehicle for hire is avail-able for hire or is 

actually hired 

(n). 11Pull Time Drber. 11 Any driver actually engaged m· the mechanical opermion and 

havingphysical charge or custody ofcz motor -vehicle for hire which is avail-able for hire or actually 
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1 h~red (i) for at least four hours during any 2 4 hour period on at least 75percent o.fthe business days 

2 during the calendar year or (ii) for at least 800 hours during the cci!:endar year. 

3 (o) "Stand. " A place designated by the }.funicipal Transportation Ageneyfor the use, ·while 

4 awaiting employment, o.fthe particular motor propelledpasse:nger carrying vehicles authorized to · 

5 · utilize suei"i Stand. 

6 (p) "Police Commission." Defined~Ti'or thqpurposes of Police Code Sections !075 1165, 

7 "Police Commission" shcil:l refer to the Taxi Commission, unless the context requires that the term be 

8 interpreted to refer to Police Commission ofthe City and County ofSan Francisco. 

9 (q) "ChiefofPolice," "Police Department." For thepurposqs of Police Code Sections 

10 1075 1165, ''Police Department" and ff Chief of Police" shall r~fer to the Executi-;e Dir~ctor of the Taxi 

11 Commission or his or her designee(s), unless the context requir~s that the term be interpreted to refer 

12 to the ChiefofPolice or the Police Department ofthe City and County o.fSan Francisco. 

(r) "Tax Collector. " The Tax Collector ofthe City and County o.f"San Prancisco. 

(s) "Controller. ff The Contn;ller &fthe City and County of"San Prancisco. 14 

15 }.funicipal Trcmspor4ation Agency. ff The }.funicipal Transportation Agency of the City 

16 and County ofSan Francisco. 

17 "Rarnped Taxi. " A motor '.Jchicle .for hire ofa· distinctiJJc color or color~ opcnJ;ted at 

18 ratesper mile or upon a 1vaiting time basis, or both, which is a minban or similar ••ehicle specfally 

19 adapted wit{'t ranp access for wheekhair users, which is also equipped with a taximeter, and which 
. . 

20 prioritizes requests for senicefrom wheekhair users for purposes oftransportation o-;;er and along the 

21 public streets, not o'.ler a defined route but, as to the route and destination, in accordance with and 

22 under the direction of the passenger or person hiring such JJehicle. 

23 (v,) "Taxi. Commission". The Taxi Commission o.fthe City and County ofSan Prancisco. 

24 (w) "Executbe Director" .. The Executive Director ofthe Taxi C01nmission, or his or her 

25 dcsignee(s).. 
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1 SECTION 1077. AD,MINISTRAT!O}f OF THIS ARTICLE; AUTHORITY TO ISSUE 

2 .REGUL4T!01VS. 

3 (a) Rules and RegulGEtions. The T&cd Com:missionfrom time to time shall, after a noticed 

4 public hear_ing, adopt such rules and regulGEtions to effect the purposes of this Article as are not in 

5 conflict therewith . . 

6 (b) Administration ofRegulations. As set forth else·where in this Article, the Taxi 

7 Commission shall be charged with administering and enforcing the proY'isions o.fthis Article, and any 

8 rules or regulations promulgated hereunder. 

9 (c) Enforcement. In addition Jo the administrative penalties set.forth in Section 1090 of this . 

1 0 Article, violations o.fthe Commission's Rules may be punished as infractions as set forth in Section 

11 1185(d). 

12 SECT!Ol'll078. R.ESERVED. 

13 SECTJON 1079. 1SSUA1'lCE OF PE..VJITS; APPLICATIONS; HEAPJrlGS. 

14 (a) Scope ofSectjon. To the extent the pro-visions of this Section and Sections 1080 through . 

15 1088 of this Article are inconsistent ·with the proY'isions o.fSections 2.1 thnmgh 2. 3 0 of Article ! of the 

16 San Francisco Police Code; the proY'isions of this Article sh,all be applicable t; all permits for the 

17 operation o.fmotor Y'ehicles fer hire gnintedpursuant to this Article; provided; ho·we'.Jer, that certain 

18 alternative and additional provisions with respect to permits for the operation of taxicabs are set fvrth 

19 belOif in Sections 1120 et seq. Provisions ofthis Section shall not apply to taxicab dispatcli ser;ice, 

20 taxicab color scheme permits, orpennitsfor the operation a.fa rental ;·chicle business under Division 8 

21 of this Article. 

22 (b) · Taxi Commission to Issue Permits. The Taxi Commission ghall issue pennits for the 

23 operation o.fmotor Y'ehicles for hire that are pro;·idedfvr in this Article as the public convenience and 

24 necessity shall require. The Taxi Commission shall nOt issue a permit for any motor ;•ehicle for hire 

25 service not defined in Section 1076 her~o.f; except aspro'.Jidedfor in Section 1078(b) ofthisArticle. 
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1 (c) Dedaration oFPublic Convenience and .. \Tecessity. }lo pennit shall be issued/er the 

2 operGEtion o.fany 11iotor ..,,.ehide for hire unkss 6H'ld until the Taxi Commission shall by resolution 

3 declare thatpublic convenience and necessity require the proposed ser;icefor ·w-hich application for a 

4 per7nit is mGlde and the applicant is found to be eligibk l;tnder all the requirements of"tliis Artick. 

5 (d) Hearings to Determiru;J Public Com·enience 6H'ld }lecessity. The Taxi Commission shall 

6 hold-hearings to detenninepublic con..,,.enience andnecessitypursuant to all. applications for the 
J 

7 issuance o.f permits to aper-ate motor vehicksfor hire. Protests against the issuing o_fapermit may be 

8 filed with the Taxi Commission. The Taxi Conrmtssion shall consider cdlprotests and in conducting its 

9 hearing sli£Zll. have the right to. call such additional witnesses as it desires. Jn all such hearings, the 

10 burden o.f feoofshall be upon the individital applicant to establish, by qkar and convincing er·idence 

11 . that public convenience 6H'ld necessity require the operation of the ..,,.ehicle or vehicles fvr ·which permit 

12 application has been mGlde, and that such €1:J?plication in all other respects should be gnmted. SUbject 

3 to the provisions o.fSubsection (e) <>/this Section, hearings on applications for declaration of public 

14 corvvenience and necessity shall be held at least once each calendar year for each type, kind or class o.l 

15 permit for which one or more applications are pending. · 

16 (e) Consolidation o.fHearings Per7nitted. The Taxi Commission may consolidate for 

17 ·hearing and detannination of public conv.enience and necessity all applications fer a given 'type, kind 

18 or class <>f permit. Any declaration o.f public convenience and necessity made by the Taxi Commission 
. . 

19 pursuant to such a consolidated hearing shall be valid and binding as to the total number of pennits 

20 authorizedfor a particular type, kind or class ofper7nit and as to each €f]Jplication includedfor hearing 

21 in said consolidated hearing and shed! hGWe continuing force and effect until the next subsequent Taxi 

22 Commission hearing on public con..,,.enience and necessity €ES to thatparticular 'type, kind or class o.l . 

23 per7nit. Any applicant ·whose application is ccdkdfor hearing at €l consolidated fie·aring may rely upon 

24 the testimony and e-vidence adduced before the Taxi Commission by other pending convenience and 

25 
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1 necessity, in the sole discretion andjudgment o.fthe indlvid:ual applicant; provided; ho·wever, thm the 

2 burden of proo.fin establishingpublic convenience and necessity shall remain on each applicant. 

3 (/) Role o.f Controller . . P0"ior to increasing the total number ofauthorizedpennits, the Taxi 

4 Commission shall notify the Controller oftheproposed incr~ase andrec-qi'le:from the Controller, 

fr within 30 days o.fthe Controller's receipt o.fthe Taxi Commission notice, a report including the 

6 Controller's recommendation for an adjustment in the mean gatefee cap and/or in r-tffes o.ffarefor 

7 taxicabs, and/or the institution o.ftempomrypermit leasefee controls, necessary to maintain income o.f 

8 dri"vers and color scheme permitholders. 

9 (g) Notice of Commission's Determination. W'ritten notice ofa declar-tffion of public 

1 0 . convenience and necessity by the Taxi Commission shall be gi..,,·en to all subject applicants and all · 

11 protesters )~·hose narnes and addresses are kno-wn to said Commission. Such notice shall be gi·ven 

12 fortfoyith upon the adoption ofsuch declaration. A declaration of public con'.lenience and necessity 

13 made at or as a result o.fa consolidated hearing under Subsection (e) ofthis Section may be appealed 

14 to the Board of Appeals as set forth in Section 4.106 of the Charter o.fthe City and County ofSan 

15 Frarq,eisco . . Prior to increasing the total number ofauthorizedpennits beyond the curJ"ently authoriud 

16 nwnber ifthe Taxi Commission has not authorized an increase, or beyond any increase authorized by 

17 the Taxi Commission, the Board ofAppeals shall notify the Controller o.fthe Board of Appeals' 

18 proposed increase and recein:from the Controller ·within 30 days ofthe Controller's receipt ofthe 

19 Board o.fAppeals notice, a report including the Controller's recommendation for an adjustment in the 

20 mean gate fee cap and/or in rates offare ,for t£lxicabs, and/or the institution o.fpermit lease fee 

21 controls, necessary to n'laintain income ofdrtvers and color scherne permitholder~. 

22 : (h) ff the Taxi Commission or the Bo_ar-d of Appeals authorizes the issuance of any 

23 additional number oftaxicabpermits abo','e the 1381 pennits authorized to be issued as ofNo'.lember 

24 12, 2002, the Controller sh.all transmit to the Boar-d ofSuper;isor~ a report including the Controller's 

25 recommendation for an adjustment in the mearq, gate fee cap and/or in rates offare for taxicabs and/or 
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1 the institution ofternporarypennit lease fee controls, necessary to maintain incpme a/drivers and 

2 color scheme permitholder~, andproposed legislation instituting such recommendations. 

3 (i) · Separate Hearings for Jndividua!A/;p!ieants. }lohi'ithstanding any consolidated hearing 

4 on public convenience and necessity asprovidedf'er in Subsection (e) ofthis Section, e"',.'ery applicant 

5 f'er apennit to operate a motor -.;chicle for hire shall have a separ~ hearing to re...,,•ie-w alJ;d detennine 

6 the applicant's indtvidual eligibility and compliance ·with all applicable laws, r'blles and regulations 

7 before ape!+nit is issued, notice ofwhich, shall be given in the same manner as set;forth in Section 

8 1080(a) of this Article. Each application sh.all be ilnestigated and the results o.f the investigation slzall 

9 be transmitted to the Taxi Comniission .at the time ofthe hearing on the applicant's individual 

10 qualifications. If public convenience and necessity is declaredfor the issuance ofapennit and an 

11 applicant is found to be eligible therefo·r after consideration by the Texi Commission o.fthe factors set 

12 for4h iJi Se~tion 1081 of this Article, the Taxi Commission shall so notify• the applicant. Within 60 days 

thereafter the applicant shall furnish, to the Taxi Commission m-;y and all additional infonnation_ ·which 

14 may be required If the Texi Commission thenfinds that the applicant, in addition to coniplying with all 

15 other requirements, iS the owner of the vehicle or ".lehicles for which a permit is sought, and that each 

16 such vehicle meets ·with all applicable statutes, ordinances, rules and r~gulations, it shall thereupon 

17 iss'ble the permit. A finding made at or as a result o_fa hearing under this Section may be appealed to 

18 the Board ofAppeals as set;forth in Section 4.106 of the Charter o_fthe City and Coun·ty ofSan 

19 Francisco. 

20 (j) Conditions on P ennits. The Taxi Commission may attach such conditions as it deerns to 

21 be consistent with public convenience and necessity upon any newper+nit issued under this Article. 

22 From time to time, existingpermits or those issued ·without conditions may be made subject to such, 

23 conditions es the Taxi Commission may deter+nine to be consistent with public col1?".lenience and 

24 necessity after a hearing o.f ·which notice is given to all effectedpermittees and the public in the manner 

25 prescribed/or gi'ving notice in Section 1080(a) of this Arncle. 
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1 SECTIO..V 1080. PEP.}.1JTAPPLICAT!O}lS. 

2 (a) ... %nns and Applications; Notice ofHearing. Application for aper7nit required by this 

3 Article shall be· made to the Police CommissiOn on a for7n to be furnish,ed by the Police Commission. 

4 The form shall specify, and the application sh.all state, such infor7nation as the Police Cornmission 

5 reasonably shall require. Within 14 days ofthefiling o.fsuch, an application lfith the Police 

6 Commission, it shall cause a notice to be published in a ne-wspaper appr-0vedfer the f:!ving ofofficidl 

7 notices ofthe City and Coimty o.fSan Francisco, ,v,71,ich notice shall state that an application has been 

8 filedfor apennitpursuant to this Article (specif?·ing the type, kind or class), the name of the applicant, 

9 the kind of equipment to be used; and such other infor7nation as mey be necessary to identif.I the 

1 0 ·applicant and to specify the type, kind or class o.f pennit or service. If the hearing on an individual 

11 application is held more than 45 days after the. last such notice v;aspublished, that notice shall be 

12 republished, commencing at least 14 daysprior to the hearing. The notices required by this Section 

13 shall be published/or three successfve days and shall state the date, tirne, andplace set for the hearint:, 

14 thereon. 

15 (b) .,_flee for Application. Applicants for permits authorized by this Article s-hallpay to the 

16 City a-nd County ofSan Francisco a sitm set by ordinance to co'.Jer the costs ofadvertising, 

17 irwestigatiry,g; andprocessing the application for eachper7nit. No application for a permit under this 

18 Article shall be deemed to be cornplete until and unless such swn isfallypaid 

19 (c) Applications Deemed Active. EYery. application for a motor vehicle for hire permit shall 

20 be deemed to remq,in active and shall be considered until the earliest of.the follo·wing events: 

(1) The applicant ·withdraws the a-pplication in writing; 21 

22 

23 

(2) The applicant is deemed to be ineligible by a 1,,'0te ofthe Police Commission; or 

(3) The applicant receh•es aper7nit; 

24 (d) Notivithstanding thepro':isions o.fSubsection (e), the Chiefof.Police may adopt 

25 'regulations requiring applicantsperiodically to reaffirm that their applications are active. 
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1 SECTION 1081. FACTORS CONSIDE.RED IN ISSUING PE.Pu.WITS; DRIVING 

2 I?EQUIR:E.l.1El'TTS. 

3. (a) General Factor~. The Taxi Commission, in determining ·whether an individual applicant 

4 · is eligibkfor the issuance ofa motor vehicle for hirepermitpursuant to Section 1079(i) may consider 

5 such.facts as it deemspertinent, but must consider thefoflo·wing: 

6 (1) Whether the ctpplicant isfinancially responsible and will comply with all 

7 insurance requirements andwill maintainproperfinancial recor.ds. 

8 (2) Whether the applic-ant has complied ·w#h all applicable statutes, ordinances, 

9 rules and regulations. 

10 (3) Whether the applicant holds or has cr:er held any other permits issued to opemte 

11 a motor )'chicle for hire either in the City and County ofSan Francisco or else·where and the record o.f 

12 such applicant with regard to any such other orformerpermits. 

J (b) Pull Time Drh·ingPledge. Nopennit to operate a motor ",Jehiclefor hire shall be issued 

14 unless the person applyingfor the permit shall decZare underpenalty ofperj'bEf'y his or her intention 

15 acti",Jely andpe.rsonally to engage aspermittee driver under GI-nYpermit issued to him or her for at least 

16 four hours during any 2 4 hour period or at least 75percent ofthe business days· d'btring the calendar 

17 year. 

18 (c) . Drhiing Experience Required. }lo permit to operate a taxicab or ramped taxi shall be 

19 issued unless the applicant has the dri",Jing experience required by Section 1121 for a taxicab pennit or 

20 Section 1148.1 for a ramped taxi permit. 

21 (d) Order of Consideration. Except as ot!wnpise state in this Artide, all applicmions for 

22 motor vehicle fer hire pennits shall be processed and considered _in the order of their receipt by the 

23 Taxi Commission. The Com.mission retains discretion at any time, fvllo·wing a hearing, to deny an 

24 · application for a motor vehicle for hire permit on the basis that the applicant has engaged infraud; 

25 deceit, misrepresentation, or other misconduct in connection ·with the application process. 
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(e) Applicability ofSection. }fotH·ithstanding any contr-aryprovision in this Article, the 
' 

requirements set forth in this Section shcill not apply to any person holding a permit issued on or bef ore 

July 1, 1978. 

(j) Full Time Dri'ling Required. Everypennittee subject to thepro'lisions ofthis Section 

shall be a full time driP•er as defined in Section 1076(0), subject to the qucilifications state in subp'art. 

(i) (iii) below. 

(i) During the calendar year in ·which, the permittee receives the pemiit, and durin g 

thefitstfirll calendar year follawing receipt o.fthe pennit, the pennittee mus~ qualify as afull time 

driver by satisfying the definition o.fthat tenn in Section 1076(o)(i). For the cakndar year in ·which t, 

pennittee recei'ves the permit, the number of business days shall be measuredfrom the date ofreceipt 

the permit. 

(ii) A permittee may be granted appnJ".Jal not to drive a certain number of"days 
.. 

under certain circumstancespursuant to Section 1096(c). In such a case, for the pennittee to qualify 

aftrll time drh·er as defined in Section 1076(o)(i), the number o.fbusiness days for the calendar year 

shall be reduced in the same proportion as the r-atio of the pennittee 's excused dri".Jing days to ccilend. ar 

days in the ccilendar year. 

<iJ Promotion oftlie Gener-al W~lfar-e. By adepting aprogr-am for the issuance o.f permits 

for motor vehicles for hire, the City and County o.fSan Prancisco is assuming an undertaking only to 

promote thf; general welfare. It is not assi.fming, nor is it imposing on its officers and employees, an 

obligation fer breach of·which it is liable in money damages to anyperson ·who claims that such brea ch 

proximately caused injury. 

SECTION 1081. 5. DPJVING I?.EQUI.RE}JEl'lTS POR DESIGNATED TAXI CQ}JP.AlVYKEY 

PERSO.VNEL. 

(a) Driving Requirement. Beginning January I, 2007 and notwithstanding any other 

provision ofthis Code, include subdi'lision (j) <?/Section 1081, taxipennit holder~ who are designate 
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1 as "key per~onnel "pursuant to this Section may satisfJ their annual driving requirement under Section 

2 1081(j) by driving 120 hours per year endperforming 1,500 hours o.Fworkperyear as kf:ypersonnel 

3 .for the conipany. 

4 

5 

(b) ·Definitiom. .F'or purposes o.fth.is Section: 

(i) "Taxi company" shall meen aperson or entity holding a ".Jalid color scheme 

6 pennit under Section 1125. 

7 (ii) ''Keypersonnel" shell meen apennit holder ·who ·works in an administr-atiYe 

8 capaciry orperfor7nsfunctions integral to the company. A permit holder designated as key personnel 

9 must be apayroll employee ofthe taxi company and work on site at the conpany'sprincipalplace o.f 

1 0 business. 

11 (c) Designation. Each taxi company seeking to designate one or more of its employees for a 

12 cGflendaryearpursuant to this Section mu~file the designatiofl, en aform to bepro•·ided by the Taxi 

·Commission, by December 1st o.f the precedingyear. The company may not change designations 

14 during the year. A permit holder may only be designated by one company at a tiJ?W, end ma)· not be 

15 designated by more then one company during a calendar year. 

16 The Taxi Commission "l'Pillonly recognice as designatedpersonnel those permit holders named in the 

17 designationfor7n s:igned endfiled by the color scheme permit hokier or its authorized representative as 

18 of1Jecember 1st. 

19 (d) Number ofDesignated Personnel At a Company. 

20 A taxi company ·with 1 to 1 Ope1-mits may not designate anyone under this Section. 

21 A taxi company ·with 11to20permits may designate one person. 

22 A taxi company with 21 to 40 per7nits may designate two people. 

23 A tqxi company ·with 41 to 60pennits may designate threepe.ople. 

24 A taxi company ·with 61to80permits may designatefeurpeople. 

25 A taxi company ·with 81 to JOOpermits may designatefi..,,'epeople. 
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1 A taxi cornpany ..,~·ith 101to150pennits may designate sixpeople. 

2 A taxi c01npany with 151to200permits may designate se-venpeople. 

3 A taxi company with 201to300permits may designate eightpeople. 

4 A taxi comj:Jany ·with 301 to 400permits may designate nine people. 

5 A taxi c01npany with over 400permits may designate nine people, plus one additionalpersonfor eyiery 

6 lOOpermits oyer 400. 

7 The nwnber of pennits affiliated with aparncular taxi company for; the year shall be deter7nined 

8 as ofDecember 1st of the preYious yea_r, based on the records of the Taxi Commission. The number o.f 

9 designatedpersonnel at a taxi company shall not be mcreased or decreesed during the subsequent 

10 celendar year e..,,·en if the nwnber of pennits at that corrpany changes during the year<. 

11 (e) · State11ient e.f W-0rk Done. }lo later than February 1st of each year, each company that 

12 hes designated one or more per7nit holderspursuent to this Section must submit a ·written stetement, 

13 under oeth, o.fthe number o.fhours eacl1 of its designatedpersonnel ·worked in that capacity for the 

14 company during the previous year. The taxi company s-hall be responsible for. the accuracy of the 

15 statement. 

16 (f) Partial Completion o.f"Rcquirements. Jfaper7nit holderperfor~ at least 750 hours of 

17 worJ: as designapedpersonnel for the company during the year but less than 1, 500 hours, the permit 

18 holder shall be entitled to partial credit against the driY'ing requirement on a pro rata basis. The credit 

19 shall correspond to the percentage ofl, 500 hour~ that the designatedper7nit holder workedfer the 

20 · company in suc-h capacity. Jfapennit holder does n;otperfer7n at least 750 hours of worJc as 

21 designatedpersonnel for the cornpany during the year, the per7nit holder s,71,all not be entitled to any 

22 credit _against the driY'ing requirement. 

23 SECTJO}l 1082. ONLY }lATURAL P~l~SO}lS LICEVSED; ONE PEPu.VITPER PE.R.SOl\~· 

24 INDIVIDU4L PE.R},fil'TEES ONLY; EXCEPT!O}!S. 

25 
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1 (a) . Individual P ennit Holders. No permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire shall be issued 

2 except to a natur_alperson and in no case to any business, jinn, partner§hip, association or 

3 corporation, except asprovidedfor in Subsection (c) o.fthis Section. }lo more than one taxicab permit 

4 s-hall be issued to any one pernon, except as provided in Subsection (c) qfthis Section. 

5 (b) Pennits Issued Only to Single ~Dermittees. Except forpennits issued in the name o;fmore 

6 than one person prior to the effective date of this Article, no permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire 

7 s,?tall be issued to, or in the name of, more than one person. 

8 (c) Exceptions for Existing Perm.its. The provisions o.fSubsection (a) o,fthis Section shall 

9 not apply to anypennit issued on or before July 1, 1978 that has been rene·wed and maintained in effect 

1 0 continuously since that date. Such pennits s,Trzall continue in effect. 

11 SECTION 1083. SALE OR T.P.A::i.VSFER OF CORPORATE PEP.JmTEE; CORPOP . .ATE 

12 RECORDS. 

(a) Permits Void in Event of Transfer or Sale of Permittee. ·Any permit to operate a motor 

14 ·vehicle for hire held by a permittee that is not a naturalperson and ·which pennit would othenvise 

15 remain in effectpurnuant to &ction 1082(c) sh,all be deemed null and -void and re-vok-0d in any o.fthe 

16 fella-wing circumstances: 

17 (i) If the permittee is or was sold or transferred at any time after June 6, 1978; ·with 

18 a cwnulati1-1e sale or transfer of 64.) 10 percent or more of the stock or other oYmers-hip of the permittee, 

19 or (B) 10 percent of the permittee '.s assets since June 6, 1978 constituting a sale or transfer for 

20 purposes ofthis Section unless such sale or transfer has been approved by the Police Commission in 

21 confonnancc with the requirements of this Article and San Francisco Charter, Appendix F'. 

22 (ii) If after the effective date of this Article the management or control o.fthe 

23 permittee is transferred/or consideration; 

24 (iii) If after the ejfecti-;e date of this Article the permittee 's rights to receive income 

25 derivedfrom the lease o.fapermit is assigned; fr'ans-ferrea or sold. 
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(b) GeFpo:Y.ate E.eco:Y.ds. ::z4n)1 coFpe'l'-Gl:tion holding apeffnit he:Y.eunde:Y. -s-.~eU meintein a rSteek 
-

register at the pincipel ojji.ee o.ftlw corporcmen in San Prtineisco and the stock register sheU be 

avaifoble to the Police Depertment for inspec:tion. Such corporcmon shall report to .the Depertment in 

·wri:ting eny o.fthefollowing: 

{i) Issucmce or transfer ofa-ny sheres ofstock 

(ii) Change in eny o.fthe corporate officers ·whivh is requir-ed by Sec:tion 821 o.fthe 

Ctilifornie Corporcmons Code. 

(iii) Change ofeny member ofits boerd ofdirecters. 

(c) Any report requiredpursuant to this Section shtill be filed with the Police Department 

within 10 days of the change, sale or tr-ansfer to be reported. 

SECT!{)}{ 108 4. PE.IVJITSA PPJVILEGE; NO.l'1TP..Al11SFERAB!LITY OF PEP.}.flTS; NOTICE 

IIB DEATH OFPEP.},fJTTEE; LEASE OP PE.P.}.1IT PROHIBITED APTER PEP.}4JTTEE'SDEATH 

(a) P ern'lits grtmtedpursuant to this Article censtitute a pi-vilege and do not censtitute 

property of the pennittee. Except as jJrQ'.lided in Sec:tions 1131 (b) (taxicab color sclwme pennits) and 

Jl33(b) (taxicab dispatch ser;ice permits) of this Ar:ticle, no permit issued under this Ar:ticle shtill be 

tr-ansfer-able or assignable, either expressly or by oper-a:tion ofla-w. 

(b) Within 14 days o;fthe death ofany li-vingperson holding a permit issued under this 

Article, the taxicab dispatch ser;ice with ·which thatpennit is affiliated, if it has kno·wledge of the 

permittee's·dea_th, and each lessee ofthepermittee'spermitwho htis kno·wledge ofthepermittee's death, 

sheU notify the Chiefo.f Police in ·writing·o./thepennittee's death. 

(c) It shall be unlmeful to attempt to lease or lease, as lessor or lessee, anypermit issiwd 

pur~uant to this Article with hzo...,~·ledge that the person in whose name thatpennit is issued is deceased. 

SECT-ION 1085. PEP.}.1ITFEES. 

(a) Payment ofF'ees Required. It shall be unlmvfalfor anyperson required to obtain a 

perm it pursuant to the pro¥isiens of this Arf:icl.e to aper~ a motor whicle for hire, a taxicab dispatch 
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1 service or a taxicab color scheme, withoutfirst obtaining the requiredpennit andpaying the applicable 

2 fee there.for. 

3 (b) . Permit Pee. Thefees chargedJorpermits issuedpwsuant to this Article shall be set · 

4 annucilly by the Board ofS'blper,:isors in an amount adequate to cover the estimated actual costs of the 

5 enforcement o.ftiiis Article, includingpersonnel, pwsuant to Section 2.2 ofAr-Ocle I o.fthe San 

6 Francisco Police Code; provided, howe",Jer, that after January I, 1990 saidfees shall not be increased 

7 by an amoitntgreater than lOpercent ofthefee set for theprecedingyear. Aprortltedfee shell be 

8 chargedfor $)'license issuedpursuant to Subsection (a) here?f for a period ofless than onefallyear. 

9 (c) }[otification ofNwnber o,fPermits. The Chief of Police shall notify the Controller and 

1 0 the Tax Colkctor of the nwnber of motor vehicle .fer hire permits in effect, and the seating capacity of' · 

11 the vehick!f for ·which the perJnits were gmnted; and, ·whenever additionalpermits are granted, or 

12 existingpermits are modified or reroked during the year, the Controller and the Tax Collector shall be 

notified o.fsame immediately. These notifications slzcill be in writing anr:J, signed by the Chiefo.f Police, 

14 and shall be made on the following dates: 

'(i) Taxicabs and limousines on the 30th dGc)· o.f1me ofeachyear; 15 

16 

17 

18 

(ii) All other motor vehicles for hire · on the 31st de:y ofDecember of each year. 

SECT!OiVl086. DURATIONOPL!CE.VSES, ETC.; EXI:STINGPEPu.\1IFS. 

(a) Expiration Dates fer Permits, Etc. All licenses and medallions issued under the 

19 provisions ofthis Section for the operation oftaxicabs and limousines shall expire on the first de:y of 

20 July next following their issuance. All other permits issuedpwsuant to this Article shall expire thefirst 

21 day o.fJanuary next follo·wing their issuance. 

. 22 (b) Permits fer the operation o,fmetor ·vehicles for hire in effect on the effecti",Je date o.fthis 

23 Article shall remain infall force and effect subject to the otherprorisions o,fthis Article. 

24 SECTION 1087. ENFORCE},fE}fT FUND. 

25 
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1 Allpennit fees collectedpursuant to this Article shall be held in trust by the Treasurer ofthe City and 

2 County of San Frvncisco and shall be distributed accor~ing to the fiscal and budgetary pro-visions of 

3 ' the San Prqncisco Chqrter subject only to thefollo·wtng conditions andlim-itations: thepr-oceedsfrom 

4 pennitfees collectedpursua:11l to this Article, including earningsfrom investrnents thereo.f, may be used 

5 only to compensate and defrf:I)' the capital and operating costs incur7"ed by the City and County o.fSan 

· 6 Francisco in enforcing the provisions. of this Article, including, without limitation, the costs incurred by 

7 the Police Department and the Controller to comply ,~·ith their obligations as set forth in this Ar+icle. 

8 The foregoingpennitfee fund is ·necessary for the purpose ofregulation and to provide fer the 

9 necessary in-vestigation, inspections and administration imder, and enforcement o.f; the pro·.:isions of 

1 0 this Article. 

11 SECTIO-.V 1088. }JEDALUONS. 

12 (a) Issuance andDispky. The Police Departmentschall issue a nwtallie m.edallion ofa 

13 design approved by the Police Commission for each motor -vehicle for hire license issuedpur~uant to 

14 the provisions CJ/Sections I 079 through I 081 hereof During all hours o_foperation ofa motor vehicle 

15 for hire, the medallion shall be placed in the lo1ver right corner o_fthe windslzield in such a manner that 

16 th_e serial number sliall be clearly -visible from the exterior of the ..,_,chicle; pro1·ided; ho'1t1e-ver, that the 

17 Chief o.f Police shall designate the manner of displaying the medallion on motorized rickshmvs and 
.I 

1 8 limousines. 

19 (BJ },ledallion .,_""CfJes. Every motor 1'ehicle for hire pennit holder shall pay to the Police 

20 Department for each metallic motor 1•ehicle for hire medallion a sum set by ordinance to co·nr the 

21 costs o.f producing andprocessing eavh such metallic motor vehicle for hire medallion as may be 

22 issued to him or her pursuant to the provfsions of this Section. Said.fees shall be paid once each 

23 calendar year. 

24 SECTIOZ'l1089. .RESERVED. 

25 SECTIO)l 1090. R.EVOCAFIO-.\T OFPE.lV,{JTS. 
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(a) Revocation/or Cause. Any permit issued under this Artick may be suspended or 

reY.oked by the Police Commission for good cause after a noticed hearing. "Good c£mse" hereunder 

shall include, b'btt shall not be limited to, the follo·wing: 

(i) The permittee ceased to be afall time driY.er. 

(ii) The permittee failed to pay apennitfee after notice ofnonpayrnent. 
( 

' (iii) The pennittee or the lessee of the permittee 1s per7nit operated without the 

insurance required by this Artick. 

(iY) The p~nnittee or an agent of the per7nittee kno·wingly made false statements to o r 

conceakd informritionfrom the Police Commission, the Chiefo.f.Police or the Police Department. 

69 The permittee has been con?Victed of any crime involving mer~,! turpitude. 

(vi) The permittee has faikd to satisjj; any judgment.for damages arisingfrom 

urilawfiil or negligent operation under anypermit issued under this Article. 

(vii) The pennittee has been coJrvicted ofa misdemeanor under Section 1185 of this 

Article. 

(viii) The permittee violated the Traffic Code of the City and County o.fSan Fr-ancisco 
\ 

or the Vehicle Code or related laws o.fthe State of Califomia. \ 

(ix) The permittee violated any Bpplicable statute, ordinance, ·rule or regulation 

pertaining to the oper-ation or licensing of the vehicles and services regulated by this Article, including 

any rules f!1Zd regulations enacted by the c;hiefof Police pursuant to this Article. 

Upon a showing o.fgood cause., the Police Commission shall have discretion to suspend or re-voke a 

pennit as set forth abo-ve, except that a suspension and/or reY.ocation shall be mandatory in the 

eircu:mstances described in Subparts (i) through (vi) above. 

(b) Revocation of'},fore Than One Permit. Where a person Y.iolating this Article holds more 

than one permit to operate a motor vehicle for hire in the City and County of San Francisco, the Police 

Cormnission may revoke or suspend all such permits. 
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1 (c) Suspension by Chiefo.f Police. The Chief of Police may BUSpend summczrily any permit · 

2 issued under this Article pending a disciplinary heczring before the Police Commissi~n ·when in the 

3 opinion o.fsaid Chief of Police the public health or safety requires such summary suspension. Al'I)· 

4 ajfectedpennittee shall be given notice ofsuclz summary suspension in ·writing defr:ered io said 

5 permittee in person or by registered letter. 

6 SEC. 1091. INSURA}!CE.R.EQ[lJRED. 

7 Unless otheni·ise pro1Jided by or~inance, no person, firm or corporation, shall operate any motor . 

8 ·vehicle fer hire unless and until such person, firrn or corpor-ation s,71,all comply ;i·ith the proe·isions of· 

9 either Section 1092or1094 ofthisArticle. 

10 SEqr!Ol'T 1092. PILING INSURANCE POLICIES OR BOND. WJTHPOL!CE CO}i.AilSSION. 

11 (a) . Each person, firm or corporation holding apennit to oper{J;te a motor e·ehicle for hire 

12 pursuant to this Article s,71allfile ·with the Police Commission and thereafter k~ep infiill force and effect 

13 apolicy o.finsurance in suchforJn as the Police Commission may deem proper and executed by an 

· 14 insurer appro7ed by the said Commission insuring the public against any loss or damage that may 

15 result to any person or.propertyfrom the operation ofsuch 7ehicle or vehicles. Except as provided in 

16 Subsections (b) through (d) o.fthis Section, the minimurn aniount of"recowry in such policy ofinsurance 

17 shall be not less than thefollo·wing sums: 

18 (i) Personal injury to or death ofany oneperson, $100,000 and subject to the limit 

19 of $100, 000 for each person injured or killed, $ 450, 000 for such injury to, or the death oftw·o or more 

2 O persons in any one accident; 

{ii) Damage to property, $25, 000 for any one occurrence; 21 

22 (iii) _In lieu o.fthe requirements in (i) and (ii) abo1i·e, combined single limit cmerage 

23 o/$500, 000. 

24 (b) For vehicles having a seating capacity o.fmore than JOpersons the limit ofliabilityfor 

25 personal injury to, or death ofany oneper~on shall be $50, 000 and subject to the limit o.f$50, 000 for · 
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1 each person injured or killed; $100, 000 for such injury to, or death of two or more persons in any one 

2 accident; damages to property, $25, 000 for any onq occurrence. 

3 (c) A person, fir'm or corporation holding ape-rmit to operate a motor vehicle for hire 

4 pursuant to this Article, may, in lieu of the aforesaidpolicy of liability insurance, file ·with said 

5 Commission a bond in such, fonn as the Commission may deem proper executed by a surety con¥Jany 

6 duly authorized to do business ·within the State of California. The bond shall be conditionedfor the 

7 payment o.fthe amounts set ferth hereinabo..,,,e and shcillproi!ide fer the entry of judgment on motion of 

8 the State in favor of any holder ofafinal judgment on account o.fdamages to property or injury to any 

9 person caused by the operation ofsuchpernon's, firm's or corporation's motor '.Jehicle. 

1 0 Jfsuc-h person, firm or corporation owns er offers for hire one er mere such motor vehicles, bends 

11 shrill be in phe sum as folle·ws: 

12 

3. 

14 

15 

16 

17 

{ii) 

(iii) 

{iv) 

(v) 

(vi) 

Ifonly one, $100, 000 any one occurrence. 

Ifmore than one but less than six, $200, 000 for any one occurrence. 

If more thanfi?,;e but less than 21, $ 450, 000 for any one occurrenc~. 

Ifmote than 20 but less than 61, $600, 000 for any one occurrence. 

Ifmore than 60 but less than 101, $1, 000, 000 for any on~ occurrence. 

If11iore than 100, $3, 000, 000 any one occurrence. 

18 Subject to the lim~ts sho··wn for any one occurrence, the bond shcill be conditioned to pay $100, 000 for 

19 injury to any one person and $25, 000 for da:mage ofprope-rzy of any one pery:;on. 

20 (d) · i4'or whicks having a seating capacity ofmor-e than 10persons, said bond shall be in an 

21 amount.for any one occurrence which sl'tall be twice the corl"esponding amounts as set forth in 

22 Subsections (c) {i) t;?:rough (c) (vi) o.fthis Section. 

23 SECTION 1093. }fEW POLICY TO BE FUP~VISHED. 

24 If at any time, the policy or certificate of insurance referred to in Sections I 091 and I 092 is cancelled 

25 by the issuing C0'19¥Jan), the insuredpermittee shall report tha~fact to the Chiefe.fPolice ·within three 
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days after the insuredpennittee received notice of cancellation. The pennittee shdll replace said 

policy or certificate with anotherpolicy or certificate prior to the ter71iination ofthe existingpolicy or 

certificate prior to the termination o.fthe existingpolicy or certificate andprovide immediate 

-verification ofthat replacementpolicy or certificate to the ChiefofPolice. The Chief of Police shall 

thereafter review the replacementpolicy or certificate to verify that the insurer issuing the replacement 

policy or certificate satisfies thepr-0visions ofSection 1092. 

SECTION 1094. PROVISIONSF'OR SELI? INSURERS. 

Anyperson, fimi, corporation, association or ~rganization o.fowners of-;ehiclesfor hire ·who have a 

certificate o.fselfinsurancefrom the State of California pursuant to Sections 16500and16056 ofthe 

Vehicle Code mayfile said certificate together ri·ith a policy ofinsur-ance pro'r'iding excess insur-ance 

aver self-insur-ance retention for single limit ofnot less than $1, 000, 00.0 applying to bodily injuries or 

property' damage or a combination ther~oj with the Police Comniission, and shall thereupon be 
. . 

deemed in compliance with the provisions o.fSection 1092 o.fthis Article. 

SECTIOJ.V I 095. INFQp,},1:z4TION TO BE FILED WITH CHIEF OF POLICE. 

(a) Information Re Other Pemiits. ~Vo person, firm or corporation shdll operate or cablSe to 

be operated any motor -;ehicle .for hire, . unless and until such person, firm or corporation shallfile ·with 

the Police Commission a su·orn statement settingfor4h the permits and/or certificates held, or proposed 

to be acquired, by applicantfrom other go'r'ernmentdl bodies relating to the proposed operation; and 

annually thereafter, and not later than the first week in }Jay of each year, and as often as said 

Commission shall direct, file a S'IVorn statement setting f~rth the permits and/or certifieetes then held by 

applicantfr.om other governmentel bodies refating to said operation, together with a S'l~'orn statement 

showingfull compliance r~·ith. dllprovisions o.fthe }./1ffeicipel Code end/or Stete or federal laws· 

appliceble to said oper~ons. Pailure tofile sucl1 statement or statements shell constitute e violation 

o.f this Article end shdll be deemed a ceblSe for cancellation of any and all permits to so operete. 
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1 Excepting, however, every person, jinn or corporation having heretofore filed such statement ·with the 

2 Board ofSupervisors, shal~file such annual statement as provided herein. 

3 (b) Financial Information. The Controller of the City and County ofSan Francisco shall 

4 establish. rules and regulations for the keeping andflling of financicil statements, and accounting books 

5 and recor~s, by pennittees under this Article. The purpose o.fsuch rules and regulations shall be to 

6 pro'.·ide __ information to the Board o.fSupervisors ·with respect to maximum rates to be authori00dfor 

7 motor '.'chicles for hire and to the Police Commission jor the perfonnance of its duties under the law. 

8 SECTIOZ'll096. COl"lTINUOUS OPBP.ATIONR.EQUIRED. 

9 (a.) . Requirement. Allpermittees under this Artide shall regularly and daily operate or 

1 0 arrtinge for the opemtion o.ftheir motor vehicle for hire during each day ofthe year to the extent 

11 reasonably necessary to meet the public demandfor such motor '.lehicle for hire ser,;ice. 

12 Re-vocation [lpon Abandonment. Up-on abandonment ofsuch business for aper4od ofl 0 

consecuti'.le days by apermittee or operator, th~ Police Commission shall, after-five days' i~'ritten 

14 notice to thepermittee or operator, re-volce thepennit or-permits ofsuchpermittee or operator; except 

15 aspro•·ided in Subsectiofl; (c) o.fthis Section.· 

16 (c) Suspension of Operations. The Police Commission mGty, on 'lfl'itten application and 

17 fello·wing an in'.•estigation, grant to the holder ofanypennit hereunderpennissien to suspend 

1 s· operationjJursuant to suchper7nit;for aperiodnot to exceed90 calendar days in any one 12 month 

19 period in case ofsiokness, death, or other similar hardship. }lathing in this Sub>?ection sliall be in 

20 conflict with or limit thepro'.lisions ofSection 1153 of this Article pertaining to a suspension of' 

21 operation by a jitney buspennittee: 

22 (d). },lotorizedRic,bha:ws. Notwithstanding any contrarypro',Jisions ofthis Section, the 

23 Police Commission is authorized to allow any motori00d ricksh,a:w pennittee to suspend opertltion 

24 during those tim.es when in the judgm.ent ofthe Police Commission, public convenience and necessity 

25 ·would not suffer as a result ofthe suspension afsuch opemtion. Jn making such determination, the 
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1 · Police Commission may consider the average rveather conditions during such period o.fsuspended 

2 operations and the availahility o.ftourists wishing to use the sen;ices offered by a motori&ed rickslun~·. 

3 SECTION1097. SAFE, CLEANOPE.RATION.REQUIRED. 

4 No ·vehicle licensed as a motor ",}ehicle for hire shtill operate unless it is in a safe operGlting condition 

5 and has body and seating facilities which are clean and in geed repair. 

6 SECTIOZ'l 1098. RESERVED. 

7 SECTION 1099. SAlVITARY CQ}!DJTIO.,\Z 

8 Everypers?n owning or operating, or causing to be operated, any motor nhick for hire under this 

9 Artiele shtill thoroughly wash each such vehicle, when so oper-ated, at least once a weQk and shtill tilso 

1 0 carefally sweep and clean each vehicle other than a taxicab daily. Whenever required in ·writing by the 

11 Board o.fHealth o.fthe City and County o.fSan Francisco, everyperson owning or operating; or 

12 causing to be oper-ated; any such ",}Chicle within the limits o.fsaid City and County shallfitlly disinfect 

13 each ",}Chicle so operated by spraying the --,,·ehicle with an efficient disinfectant . 

. 14 SECTIONllOO. BP..AKEINSPECTIO}f. 

15 Be.fore taking any dose.ending grade of fi"Ve percent or o..,,·er, the speed o.fany motor •'chicle f~r hire 

16 licensedpursuant to this Article other than a taxicab or motorized ricksh.mY shall be reduced so as to 

17 test the wailing ofthe brakes thereof The brak~s on all motor >"chicles for hire other than taxicabs 

18 and motori&ed rickshm~'S licensedpursuant to this Article shall be inspected and tested daily by 

19 cornpetent inspectors employed by the person or persons owning or operating,. or causing to be 

20 operatedsuch vehicles. 

21 . SECTIO .. V 1101. DPJVING .RECKLESSLY OR UNDER INFLUEVCE OFI1'lTOXICANTS 

22 PROHIBITED. 

23 It shall be unlmeful for any person ·who operates a motor whicle for hire licensed under this Article to 

24 do so (a) while under the influence ofliquor, or (b) in a reckless and dangerous manner. 

25 SECTION 1102. LOADING .REGUL4TED .. 
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It shall be it:nlawfal for any person operating a motor ",Jehicle .for hire licensedpursuant to this Article 

to permit that vehicle to remain standing upon the street for the purpose of loading or unloading 

passengers unless the ",Jehicle is ·within two feetfrom the curb. 

SECTION 1103. POSTING SCHEDULE OF RATES. 

Every· tB*ic.ab, jitney and sightseeing b'blS s,71-all have permanently S:jfixed to the interior thereof; in a 

place r-eadily to be seen bypassengers, afr-Gmie co"ered·with glass or plastic, enclosing G cwd 'bffJOn 

which sh,all be printed inplain, legible letters the schedule ofrates authorized/er car~iage in such 

vehicle and such other provisions of this Article as the Chief o.f"P olice shall prescribe. The saidjr-ame 

and enclosed card m'blSt be appro1>1ed by the Chie.fo.f"Police. 

SECT!O .. V 1105. RESERVED. 

SECT!O}l 1107. .REPORTS OFLOSTPROPERTY. 

Dri••ers and operotors o,fmotor "olehicles for hire shS:l! promptly repori' to the Bureau of Inspectors of . I 

the Police Department ·within 24 hours allproperty o.f\'aluefimd in their -vehicles by such drh•ers or 

operators or delivered to them .by any person ·who hasfound such properti 

SECT!O}l 1108. P[JBL!C STA2vDS. 

The following are hereby designS:ted aspublic stands for licensed taxicabs, limousines and sightseeing 

buses: 

(a). At or near the entrance to decks GH'ld whanes o,fpassenger carrying s,17,ips GH'ld other 

vessels; 

(b) Railroad depots; 

(c) Around such p'btblic squares, except Union Square, as may be designated to the 

Department o.[Public W-0rksfrom time to time, but not on the streets, crosswalks or within double 

lines-f .1 

(d) Bus depots; 
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1 (c) At or near the entrance to rapid tr-cmsit stations; pro'.Jided:; ho·wever, that no sightseeing 

2 bus shall be permitted to occupy said stands; 

3 (j) All stands heretofore. designated by the Department (}}Public W-0rkspursuant to the 

4 provisions o.ffonner Section 1117 of this Code; provided:; however, that the Board o.fSupervisors may, 

5 by resolution, designate the type, or types, o.f'.Je-h.icles which shat! bepennittedto use any such stand; 

6 and may, by resolution, rescind the designation of any such stand;· 

7 (g) The Board ofSupervisors, after notice has been duly gi'.Jen to the o·wner of the property . 

8 fronting the space where such stand is to be located:; and after public hearing has been held thereon, 

9 may, by resolution, designate such additionalpublic stands as itfinds necessary for the convenience o.f 

10 the public, and in its absolute discretion, may, by resolution, designate the type, or 'types o.f-vehicles, 

11 including 7itncy buses, ,, ·which shall be pennitted to use any such stand or to r~scind the designation of 

·12 any such public stand 

13 SECTION 1109. R:EGUL4TING STANDING. 

14 No driver ofany taxicab or limousine ·while awaiting employment bypassengers, shG!;ll do tmy ofthe 

15 follo·wing: · 

16 -(a) Stand on anypublic street or place other than or upon a stand designated or established 

17 in accordance ·with the pr-0·.:isions ofSection 1108 o.fthis Ar1:iele,· or 

18 (b) . Seek employment by repeatedly andpersistently driving his vehicle to andfro for a short 

19 spece infr~Iit ofany theater, hall, hotel, public resort, miltoad orfer7"y station or otherplece of public 

2 0 gathering; or 

21 (c) Interfere ·with the proper and order[)· access to or egress from any theater, hall, hotel, 

22 public r~ort, n:tilroad or ferry station or other place of public gethering. 

23 SECT!Ol'l JllO. .RESERVED. 

24 DIV~SIOZ'l!I TAXICABS 

25 Penn.its 
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1 SECTJO.,_V. 1120. TA)[JCAB PEP.}B:TS. 

2 It shall be unlawful to orm or operate a taxicab in the City and County o.fSan Prancisco unless a 

3 taxicab permit has been issued by the Police Commission for the operation of that ·.;ehicle. Taxicab 

4 pem'iits shall be appliedfor and issuedpursuant to Sections 1079through1081 Gfl1dthis Division of· 

5 this Article. 

6- SEC. 1121. PEPu.'MIFAPPLICATIONS; PREFERENCES; DPJVlllG EXPERJE.,_VCE 

7 REQUIRED. 

8 (a) Submission o.fApplications; Taxicab Waiting List. Applications for taxicab pennits sliail 

9 be accepted by the Taxi Commission and shall be recorded by the date and time at which eac-h 

1 0 · · application is recei".Jed. The Co.mmission shall maintain a list in the order ofreceipt (''taxicab waiting 

11 list'9 a.fall taxicab pennit applications that have not been acted upon, in excess of the number ofsuch 

12 per-mits authorizedpursuant to Section 1079. When a taxicab permit becomes available for issue and 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

an applicant on the taxicab waiting list is eligible for a hearing before the Commission, the 

Commission shall so notify the applicant. 

Each. applicant.for a taxicab perm.it must, at the time o.f filing the application: 
(I) Be a resident ofthe UnitedStates, ofgoodmoral character;· 

(2) Be 21 years or older; 

(3) Be free o.fany disease, condition, infinnity; or addiction-to the use o.faleohol or any 
controlled substance, which might render the applicant unfit for the safe operation of 
a taxicab or any other motor vehicle for hire; · 

(4) Be able to read and write the English language; 

(5) Be cleGln in dress andperson; 

(6) Hold a valid Califomia driver's license a.fa class sufficient for the lawfal operation 
, o.fthe motor -;chicle driven; and 

(7) Ha..,,·e held a driYer's pennitpursuant to Section 1089 of this Article for two years · 
immediately preceding the date o.fapplicGttionfor a taxicab permit. 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS · Page40 I 

109 



1 (b) DriP·ing Experience Required. To qualify• for issuance ofa taxicab permit, an otheni•ise 

2 qualified applicant must hcwe the driving experience specified in subparts (i) (vi) belo·w, subject to the 

3 modification stated in subsection (c). The required driP'ing may be satisfied only by dri"ving a taxicab 

4 and/or raniped taxi for ·which a permit has been issued by the Taxi Commission. For the purposes of' 

5 this subsection (b), the phrase "application heard by the Commission during calendaryear" includes 

6 an application publicly scheduled to be hearT.i in the calendar year, but continued in that calendar year 

7 to the next calendar year by the Commission. 

8 (i) 
> 

For an application heard by the Commission during calendar year 200 4: The 

9 applicant must have been afull time driver during the 12 months immediatelypreceding the 

10 Commission's hearing on the application. P'or the purposes ofthis subpar_t (i), '~-CUll time drber" slzall 

11 be defined in accordance with Section 1076(o), except that th_e time:frame applicable to the definition is 

12 the 12 months immediatelypreceding the hearing on the application rather than 12 months constituting 

13 a calendar year. 

14 (ii) For an application heard by the Co·mmission durirf,g calendar year 2005: The 

15 applicant mitSt haP'e been afitll time driver, as defined in Section 1076(o), during calendar year 2005 

16 or the 12 months immediately preceding the hearing on the application. 

17 (iii) For an epplication heard by the Coml'l'lission during calendar year 2006: 11w 

18 applicant must have been a full time drtver, as defined in Section 1076(o), during calendar year 2005 

19 or 2006. 

20 (iY) F'or an application heard by the Commission during calendar year 2007: The 

21 applicant rr:ust have been a full time driver, as defined in Section I 076(o), during any two calendar 

22 year~from 2005 to 2007, inclusive. 

23 (v) For an application heard by the Commission during calendar year 2008: The 

24 applicant must ha·;e been afall time drber, as defined in Sec_tion 1076(o), during any three calendar 

25 yearsfrom 2005 to 2008, inclusiP'e. 
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1 (vi) ... 4'or an application heard by the Commission during cakndaryear 2009: The 

2 applicant must have been a full time driver, as defined in Section I 076(o), during any four .calendar 

3 yearsjh:;m 2005 to 2009, inclusive. 

4 (vii) Per an application hear4by the Commission in calendar year 2010 and 

5 subsequent. calendar years: The applicant must have been €lfall tilne driver, as defined in Section 

6 I 076(o), ferfive years, as speci.fted in Altern€ltive I or Alternate 2 beloH'. 

7 Alternative 1: The applicant ·w€ls a full time drilNH' duting the calendar year immediatelypeceding the 

8 hearing, and during four o.fthefive calendaryears immediatel:ypreceding that calendar year.· 

9 Alterna#ve 2: The applicant was a full WI'!£ dri;ier during the calendar year in which the application is 
. . 

1 0 heard, and during.four crfthefive calendar years immediately preceding that calendar year. (viii) When 

11 an appacant seeks credit as a full time drJ:ver under this subsection (b) for the sariw calendar year in 

12 ·which, his or her application is hear4 by the Commission; the Conmiission shallpro rate the amount o.f 

drh,iing r~quir~d under Section 1076(0) against the portion &fthe c€llendar year that has elapsed as o.f 

14 the date ofthe hearing. 

15 (ix) The Commission may substitute an equivalent amount ·ofpriorfull time driving 

16 experience for the experience required under subsections (b) (i) (vi) abo'.le, where the Commission . 

17 deterniines qfter a public hearing that the applicant has been unjustly and systematically denied 

18 employment in the taxi industry in retaliation fer engaging in legitimate political, expressbe, or labor 

19 acti'v'ity. The applicant shall h€lVe the burden of est€lblishing such a claim, and any such determination 

20 shall require a two thirds' vote ofthe Commission. 

21 (c) },fodijip€ltion ofRequired Dri'.ling Experience. lfno applicant has the driving experience 

22 requiredpursuant to subsections (b)(ii) (vi), butpublic con'.lenience and necessity as determined 

23 pursuant to Section 1079 ·warrants issuance o.fa twicabpermit, the Taxi Commission may issue the 

24 permit to an othen~·ise qualified applicant who has been afall time driver during the 12 months 

25 immediatelypreceding the Commission's hearing on the application. For purposes o.fthisfirst 
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1 paragraph o.fsubsection (c), '!full time dri"ver" shall be defined in accordance with Section 1076(o), 

2 except that the timefr-ame applicable to the definition is the 12 .months immediatelypreceding the 

3 hearing on the application rather than 12 months constituting a calendar year. 

4 The Commission may be regulation establish additional driving experience required/or the issuance of 

5 a ~axicab permit under ·the circumstances described in this subsection (c), pro'lided that the regulation 

6 sl'lall requi':e neither greater dri'ling experience than is requiredpitrsuant to subsections (b){ii) (vi) 

7 · nor driYing experience for any calendar year greater than· the drbing experience encompassed in the 

8 definition of'Jidl time driver in &ction 1076(o). 

9 (d) Educational Requirements. In addition to meeting the driving requirements in sitbsection 

10 (b) and (c), applicants m'blSt also meet any educational or tr-aining requirements imposed by the Taxi 

11 Commission. 

12 (c) Burden of Proof on Applicant; Recordkeeping by Applicant. The taxicab pennit 

13 applicant shall have the burden ofehowing that he or she has the driving experience required to quali.1. 

14 fer the taxicab pennit. The applicant shall keep recor~s sufficient to doc·bflnent his or her dri'ving for the 

15 calendar year or years necessary to satisfy the driving requirement. 

16 (/) Recor4keeping by Color Scheme Pennitholder~. Holders o.fcolOr schemepennits shall 

17 niaintain and retain reconi.s that will document drivingperformed by drh·ers of taxicabs and ramped 

18 taxis affiliated ·with the color scheme. Within 60 days of the effec#ve date of this subsection (c), the Taxi 

19 Commission shall .adopt B regulation requiring holders of color sei~eme pennits to maintain and retain 

20 such records f'er a period oftime sufficient to aid the Commission in determining ·whether applicants 

21 have met the specific driving requirements mandated by subsection (b). Failure of the Commission to 

22 adopt such a r~lation, or failure ofthe color scheme permitholder to com.ply with the regul~on; 

23 shall not excuse thepennit applicantfrom the dri'ling requirement or relie'le the applicantfrom the 

24 burden o.f proving that he or she has satisfied the requirement. 

25 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

112 
Page.43 I 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(g) Notice ofRequired Driving. Notice o.fthe drilling experience required o.ftaxicab pennit 

applicantspursuant to subsections (b) and (c) and o.fthe applicant's burden of"pro-ving the requisite 

dri"Wng experience and maintaining adequate records pursuant to sitbsection (d), shall be given by the 

City and color schemepermitholderspursua.nt to subparts (i) (iii) belo!Y. !n accord with Section 

1148.l(e), the notice shall also include informationpertaining to rmnpedtaxipennit applicants. 

Failure to gi'.le the notice required by subparts (i), (ii), or (iii) shall not excuse the taxicab permit 

applicantfrom the driving requirement or r~lie--;e the appliean~from the burden of pro"l>'ing that he or 

sh.e has satisfied the requirement. The Taxi Commission may pro'.lide additional notice beyoni that 

required by subparts (i) (iii). 

(i) Within 30 days o.fthe ejfectbe date ofthis subsection(/), the Commission sh.all 

gi.-ve written notice ofthe requirements ofsubsections (b), (c), and (d) to each applicant on the taxicab 

waiting list. Thereafter, the Commission shall gi'.le ·written notice to each ne-w app[fcant on the taxicab 

permit waiting list on or before thefiling ofthe application. 

(ii) Begi.nning no later than 30 days after the ejfecti-ve date ofthis subsection(/), thb 

Office. of Treasurer and Tax Collector, in consultation with the ·Commission, sh,all gi'.Je written notice o + 
'J 

the requirements ofsubsections (b), (c),. and (d) to each person ·who is obtainin,g or rene·wing the dri'.JC1 

o_fpublicpassenger '.lehiclepermit. Said notice shall additionally inform theper75on ofthe existence of 

the taxicab waiting list ·and_ the process for getting on the list. 

(iii) Within 20 days o.fthe effecti"'.'e date ofthis subsection (/), the Commission sh,all 

adopt a regulation r~quiring each holder ofa color scheme permit to post ·written notice ofthe 

requirements ofsubsections (b), (c), and (d) at a location at the color sclwme'splace o.fhusiness that is 

ordinarily within the 'r'ie',y of·working taxi dri'vers ajjiliated·with the color scheme. 

SEC. 1122 .. ELIGIBILITY ...170R TAXICAB PEP.:l&ITS. 

... 
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Before issuing a taxicab pennit, the Police Comrnission sh,all consider fhe criteria set forth in Section 

1081. o.fthis Article. In addition, before issuing a taxicab pennit, the Police Commission must 

determine that: 
(a) .The applicant ·will be afidl time driver; 

(b) .The applicant ·wlll operate saidpennit imder or in association ·with a licensed taxicab 
::Jatch service with radio dispatch capability as defined in .Section 1076(d) ofthis Article; 

(c) The applicant holds a dri'.Jer'spennitpursuant to Section I 089 of this Article. 

SEC. 1123. RADIO DISPATCH CAPABILITY. 

(a) Radio Required. Commencing 60 days after tiw ejfecti-..•e date of this Article, it shall be 

1 0 unlawful for any· taxicab licensedpursuant to this Article to be operated without a radio pennitting 

11 two ·way communication ·with a taxicab dispatch service licensedpursuant to this Article. 

12 (b) · Affiliation with Taxicab Dispatch Ser.lice Required. .Prior to the issuance ofa taxicab 

13 permit, evef)' applicant for such a.pennit shallfile with the Police Commission a statement, gi"',ling the 

14 name, address, andphone number ofthe taxicab dispatch service tl7:rough 1mich taxicab service is to 

15 be made available to thepublicpursuant to thepermitforwhich application has been made. Within 60 

16 days of the effecti"',le date ofthis .,frticle, sud'l a statement shall befiledfer eachpennit outstanding on 

17 the ejfecti"',le date of this Article. }lo pennit shall be registered to more than one radio dispatch service .. 

18 ... Votice ofany change oftaxicab dispatch service affiliation must be gi'ven to the Police Commission in 

19 writing by the taxicab pennittee within I 0 days o_fthe effective date the-reo.f: 

20 SEC. 1124. LEASE OF TAXICAB PER.i\fil'. 

21 .... Dro;iided t~at a taxicab permit is operated in compliance with all other applicable statutes, krws, rules 

22 and regulations, a taxicabpennittee may operate his or herper~it by authorizing another to dri'.Je or 

23 ope-ratepur~uant to saidpennit im:der· any othenvise lawful lease, employment, or·other agreement. A 

24 · true and correct copy of such lease, ernployment, or other agreement sliall be filed by the pennit holder 

25 ·with the ChiefCTjPolice withm JO days CTjthe execution of that agreement. Nothing in this Section sh.all 
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be deemed to modify, limit or excuse the obligations ofanypermitteepursitant to thepro".Jisions af 

Section ·1123 afthis Arficle. 

SEC. 1124.5. EMPLOYEE STATUS FOR DPJVERS. 

(a) }[otwithstanding the pro-visions o.fSection 1124, n.operson shall drbe a taxicab ·who is 

not either the permit holder for that taxicab, an employee o.fthe pennit holder, or an employee ofthe 

color schemepennit holder for that taxicab. }[o taxicabpennit holder or color schemepennit holder 

shall cause or permit any person to drive a taxiealJ pursuant to that taxiealJ permit wl'lo is not either the 

pennit holder for that taxicab, an eniploy1ee of the pennit holder, or an employee o.fthe color scheme 

pennit holefer for that taxicab .... %rpurposes o.fthis Section, "taxicab" shall include a raniped taxicab. 

(b) The provisions a/Subsection (a) shall not take effect unless and.until the Board of 

Supervisors accepts thepetitionprovidedfor in Subsection (c). . 
(c) Anyperson may submit to the Board ofSupervisors apetition signed by more than 50 

percent o.fallfull time and regularpw1 time licensed taxicab dri'oJers in the City, other than taxicab 

permit holder~, stating that the signer ·wishes to drive as an. eniployee pursuant to Subdivision (a) of 

this section. The folio-wing rules andprocedures shall apply to any such petition: 

f!-j ±!he total number o·ffull time and regularp€H4 time dFh,~rs shall be cmnputed en 
. . 

the basis o.f2.5 eligible drbersfor eachfall time taxicabpermitissued. A ''regularpart time dri'oJer" 

sh.all be defined as a drl;;er ·who drives less thanfb,1e full shifts but at least two fall shifts per week 

(2) No signature on any such petition shall be ".Jalid ifsigned more than six months 

prior to submission o.fthe petitio_n to the Board ofSupervisors. All signatures eolleeted shall be 

submitted to the Taxi Commission for verification at the same time. 

(3) Each signature s-haJl include the driver's badge number. Upon submission ofthe 

petition, the Police Department shallpro-vide the Bow-d ofSupenisors ·with the nanies and badge 

number~ of qualified drivers for the six month period during ·which the signatures ·were collected. 
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(d) The Board Cf/Supervisors, or a committee designated by the President o.fthe Board; 

shall by motion accept the petition if it detennines that the petition has been circulated and signatures 

obtained in €l fair and reliable menner and that the petition represents an accurate and reliable 

measure o.fthe ·wishes ofthe majority o.fthe taxicab drtvers. The provisions ofSubsection (a) shall ta!G e 

effect 30 days after the Board accepts the petition pursuant to this subsection. 

{e) }lo person sliall interfere ·with, restrain, coerce or retaliate against Gfl'l}' other indi':idue l 

for engaging in the solicitation o_fsignatures or other related acti"vitiespursuant to this Section. 

v- lat" £ . . + l . 8 . . d . w~zon 0 anypro-vzswn Oj tazsectton may constitute goo cause to suspend or revoke a permit 

pursuant to Section 1090 of this Article. 

SEC. 1125. TAXICAB COLOR SCHE},fES; A-DOPTIO~\S· PEP .. },fJTS; ClL4NGES. 

(a) Color Scheme Required Upon the issuance ofa taxicab permit, evel')' taxicab permittee 

shall adopt a distinguishing taxicab color scheme that haq been appro'.Jed by the Taxi Commission 

pursuant to Subsection (b) ofthis Sqction. The taxicabpennittee's choice 0£color scheme shall be 

subject to the approii'al ofthe Taxi Commission, ·which appn:r,'al shall be gfren except ·when it clearly 

·would not be in t~e public interest to do so. 
' 

(b) Color Scheme Pennits. Any holder 0£a taxicab permit or a taxicab dispatch service 

permit under this Article may apply to the Taxi Commission for taxicab color scheme permitpur~icant 

to Section J 080 ofthisArticle. Thatpermit sh,all entide the holder to the excluslve rights to the use 0.r 

that taxicab color scheme for taxicabs licensedpursuant to this Article; pro'.-·ided; horve':er, that the 

permittee under this Subsection may euthorize "taxicab permit holders to adopt the licensed taxicab 

color sclwme, as set forth in Soibsection (a). }lotwith-standing the pro':isions ofSection 1083 0£this 

Ar1icle (nontransjerMility &j permits), the permits issuedpursuant to this Section are transferable, 

subject to the epproiial 0£the Taxi Commission, ·who s-h.all determine that the proposed tr~sferee meet. 

the criteria set forth in Section 1081 <>fthis Article. The per-mittec shall give notice to the Taxi 

Commission 0£an.y intended transfer et Zea.it 14 days prior to any such t.ransfer. Applicants forpennits 
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1 authoriced by this Section,· as well asfor col:or scheme changes and renewal o.l perrnits, s-hallpay to the 

2 City and County o.f"San Francisco a swn set by ordinance to cover the costs ofadvernsing, 

3 irvvestigating, andprocessing the application for each pennit. 

4 (e) Existing Col:or Scheme. Allpersons and entities ·who, prior to the cffec#ve date of 

5 Ordinance 562 88, have obtainedpermissionfrom the ChiefofPolice to use a taxicab col:or scheme 
I 

6 are hereby deemed to be pennittees under this Section; proY'ided; hawe-ver, that such persons or entities 

7 shall hereafterpay to the ChiefofPolice the taxicab color schemeper+nitfee as established by the 

8 Chicfo.fPoUce. 

9 (d) Change of Col:or Scheme. It sh.all be unlawful .for 6H'lJ taxicab permittee or operator to 

1 0 mak:e or cause to be made any c-hange ·whatsoe"'.ler in the distinguishing color scheme o.f6H'ly taxicab 

11 ·without the prior ·written af)proval o.fthe Taxi Conm'lission, which a.ppro"',Jal shall be gben exc.cpt when 

12 it clearly ·would not be in the public interest to do so. }lo ch,ange in distinguisl1ing taxicab color scheme 

shall be allawed ifsuch cliange will result in the discontinuance, inter7"uption or reduction ofradio 

14 . dispatched taxicab ser;ice, and the· Taxi Commission sh.all consider the inipact ofaproposed change of 

15 distinguisliing taxicab color selwme upon the quantity and quality ofradio dispatched taxicab service 
-

16 or paratr£F:flsit service available to the public before allo1ving any such change. 

17 SEC. 1126. NAA1E Q.,_y VEHICLE. 

18 Every taxicab liccnsedpursuant to this Article sh.all have the name under which the owner operates 

19 painted in letters at leas{two inches in height on the side doors ofeaciz side ofthe vehicle. 

20 SEQ. 1127. TAXICAB DISPATCHSERVICEP~Rl,ilTS. 

21 (a) Permit Required. Its-hall be unlawful to own or operate a taxicab dispcitcli service in the 

22 City and County o.fSan Francisco unless a permit has been issued by the Poli.cc· Commission for the 

23 operation o.f that ser;ice pursuant to the provisions o.fthis Article. Applications for such pennits shall 

24 be made pursuant to the provisions ofSection 1080 of this Article. 

25 
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1 (b) Permits ·Transferable . .Notwithstanding the pro'.lisions ofSection 1083 of this Article, the 

2 pennits issuedpursuant to this Section are transferable, subject to the appro-.,,•al o.fthe Chief of.P.olice, 

3 who shall deterrnine that the proposed transferee meets the criteria set forth in Section J 081 o.fthis 

4 Article. Thepermittee shall gi••e notice to the Chiefo~Police o.fany intended tn:msfer at least 30 days 

5 prior to any such transfer. 

6 Regulations Go-;;erning Operations 

7 SEC. 1135. ,RESERVED. 

8 SEQ. 1135.1. GATEFEES. 

9 (a) · Cap on Gate .Fees. The mean gate fee charged drivers by a taxicab company may not 

10 exceed $96. 50 fer a shift ofl 0 hours or longer. The cap shall be prorated at $9. 65per hour for shifts 

11 shorter than 10 hours. The mean gate fee shall be determined by adding together the gate fees ch.ar156d 

12 by the cornpanyfer all available shifts during one. week and dividing that total by the number of 

13 available shifts during the ·week. 

14 (b) "Gate Fee" Defined .... %r the pwpeses of this Section, "gate fee" sh.all mean any 

15 monetaryfee er other charge or consideration, or any combination thereo.f; required a.fa dri"ver ether 

16 than apennit holder fer thepri'.lilege ofdriving a taxicab during a particular sh:ift, or for a:nyperied o.f 

17 tiJne, including receipt ofti!l ser;icespr~:r;ided in connection ·with such privilege, ·whethqr saidfee is set 

18 by contract, lease or other agreement, orally or in ·writing, and whether saidfee is paid by the drt...•er as 

19 ajlat r~e, as a commission on receiptsfrom fares, or as a specifiedfee for any other purpose. 

20 (c) Regulations; PenGT;[ties. The Taxi Commission may, from time to time and after a noticed 

21 public hearing, adopt regulations to carry out the purposes of this Section. Violation o.fanypro••ision · 

22 of this Section, er of any regulation adoptedpursuant to this Section, may be cause fer re-vocation or 

23 suspension of any permit granted to the '.lielator by the City and County related to the operation of· 

. 24 taxicabs or other motor -vehicles for hire, or for the imposition ofany other penalties authoriud under 

25 this Article. 
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1 (d) Ratifying Gate F'ees Actually Charged Up to $91. 50 Between January 1, 2003 and 

2 October 27, 2006. The average gate jees charged to tGlXi drivers by taxicab companiesfrom January I, 

3 2003 through October 2 7, 2006 and not exceeding an €£Ver-age a/$91. 50 for a shift often heurs er 

4 · longer are hereby declared ta be fair, reasonable, and in c01npliance with any applicable pro-v,ision of 

5 this Section 1135. l during thatperiod. 

6 SEC. 1135.2. GATEPEESURCHARGE...1"0RLOWE}.4ISS!O}fVEHICLES. 

7 (a) Gate 14'ee Surcharge. Notwithstanding anyprovision of P~lice Code Section 1135.1, 

8 including the cap on gate fees imposedpursuant to that section, a taxicab company may collect a 

9 S'btrcharge of$7.50 on any gate fee chargedfor use afa low emission ·vehicle, subject ta the 

1 0 requirements of this Section. The surcharge shall be fer a shift often hours or longer, a:nd shall be 

11 prorated at $0. 75 per hour for slzifts shorter than ten hours. The suro.71arge shall be in addition to the 

12 comp.any's basic gatefee and any other surcharges, increases, o-r adjustments to the gatefee cap 

authorized by the City, and may be collected/or the life ofthe -;chicle. 

14. (b) · Definition of"Low Emissio.n Vehicle." Forpurposes ofthis Section, "low emission 

15 vehicle" means a taxicab -..·chicle appro•·ed by the Taxi Commission that is rated as SULEV (Super 

16 Ultra Low Emission Vehicle) or better by the California Air Resources Board ''.Low emission -vehiale II 

17 shall also include a vehicle that is rated as ULEV (Ultr-a Lo•~· Emission Vehicle) ifthat vehicle was 

18 approved by the Taxi Commission a:ndplaced into service as a San Francisco taxi prior to January I, 

19' ~ 

20 SEC. 1135.3 . ...1?.EDUCED E},1JSSIONSBYCO.l&PANY. 

21 (a) Green Vehicle Guide. Every year by April 1, the Department of the En?Vironment, in 

22 consultation with the Taxi Commission, shallprepare andpublicize a "Green Vehicle Guide. " The 

23 guide shall list vehicles appropriate for 'blSe as taxis with emission levels that will allew the City to 

24 achieve its oven:1ll goal o.fa 20percent reduqtion in taxijleet greenhouse gas emissionsfrom 1990 

25 
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1 le-;els by the year 2012. The guide shall also identify availrible funding sources and incenti'.les .for such 

2 vehicles. 

3 (b) Company Emission Reduction Plans: .Progress Reports. On June J, 2008, and every 

4 year ther-eafter until June 1, 2010, each, holder ofa color sclieme permit under Section 1125 s-hall 

5 submit to the Taxi Commission a written plan on how the color scheme ·will reduce or maintain its 

6 average per -;chicle gre.enhouse gas emissions consistent '1'P'ith an o•·erall 20percent reduction in taxi 

7 fleet greenhouse gas emissions:from 1990 le'.lels by the year 2012. The plan shallpro-.,,·ide for sp~eading 

8 any reductions out evenly over each of the three years. Rarnp taxis operated by the color scheme shall 

9 not be included in calculation of the color scheme's average per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions. 

10 OnJi"!w 1, 2009, andeveryyearthereafteruntilJune 1, 2011, eaehholder.ofacolorschemepermit 

11 shall submit to the Taxi Commission a written report an the steps the color scheme has tak-0n in the 

12 precedingyear to carry out its emissions reduction plan and the results ofthose efforts. 

13 (c) On Going Emission Reductions. Beginning on June 1, 2011, each holder o.fa color 

14 . scheme permit shall maintain average per '.lehicle greenhouse gas emissions at a le-.,,·el set by the 

15 Department o.fthe En'.lironment, in consultation ·with the Taxi Commission, that will allo-w the City to 

16 achie-.,,•e its overall go(jll ofa 20 percent reduction in taxi fleet greenhouse gas ~missions from 1990 

17 Ze-vels by the year 2012. Rarnp taxis operated by the color scheme shall not be included in calculation of' 

18 the color selwme 's average per vehicle greenhouse gas emissions. 

19 (d). Implementation andEnfercement. Beginning July!, 2008, the Taxi Com:mission shall 

20 consider the goals and requirements o.fthis Section in deciding whether to appro'.le any vehicle being 

21 put into service as a San Francisco taxi that is not included on thatyear's "Green Vehicle Guide" list o.f 

22 appro-.,,·edgreen '.lehicles zmder subsection (a). 

23 The Taxi Commission may adopt rules and regulations to implement this Section. The Taxi .Commission 

24 may reject flS inc01nplete or insufficient any emissions reduction plan.submitted under subsection (a) or 

25 progress report submitted under subsection (b), and the color scheme sl'lall be required to resubmit the 
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1 plan or report ·within the time period set by the Comrnission. Failure to comply with this Section may. 

2 subject the holder o.fthe color scheme permit to administrative discipline, including suspension or 

3 revocation o.fthe permit. 

4 SEC. 1136. RATES ... Ti'QR BAGGAGE. 

5 The dri-ver of any taxicab shall be entitled to charge Gfn additional·amount not to exceed $lfor eacli 

6 trunk anifjor luggage that cannot be conc".Jcy~d either in the passenger compar-Otnent o.fthe vehick or in 

7 the vehicle's _trunk with the trunk lid closed. Each passenger shall be entitled to have conveyed withoid 

8 charge such ".Jalise or &nallpackage as can be con"leniently carried ·within the ~'ehJcle. Other than the 

9 charges authorized by this Section, no charge shdl be made by the dri;;er for loading or unloading 

10 · baggage. 

11 SEC. 1137. REVIEWOPRATESOPFAREA.,_\lf) CAP ONGATEFEES. 

12 The n::itespro..,,·ided in Sections 1135 and 1136 (:}jthis Article and the cap on gate feespro1;·ided in 

Section 1135.1 o;fthis Ar~cle shell be re'liewed by the Controller in e".Jen numberedyears, beginning 
... 

14 with 200 4. }let later than A'J;!gitst 1st of each ewn nwnberedyear, the Controller sliall transmit to the 

15 Board o.fSuper".Jisors a determination as to increases or decreases in the rates of fare for taxicabs at'td 

16 an increase or decrease in the cap on gatefees based upon changes in the Consumer Price Index since 

17 the prior detennination, and related infonnation submitted to the Controllerpursum<tt to Section 

18 1095(b) ofthisArticle. The Controller's August I, 2004 determination as to increases or decreases in 

19 the rates of'fare for taxicabs and an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall be based upon 

2 O changes in ·the Consumer Price Index since .Ian:uary 1, 2003, and related information submitted to the 

21 Controllerpursuant to Section 1095(b) ofthisArticle. Jn addition, the Controller's August I, 2004 

22 determination both as to increases or decreases in the rates o.f fare for taxicabs and r1s to an increase 

23 or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall include appropriate adjustnwnts, to ensure, in accordance with 

24 the proced'b!fe pro..,,·idedj'er in Section I 13 7. 5 o.f~his Article, that appropriate sums are collected to 

25 offset the increased monthly cost of paratraJ'tSit scrip incurred by the partitr~:msitprogram, except if the 
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1 1Joters ofthe City and Coimty ofSan Francisco have reauthorized a new sales tax to fund 

2 transportation. 

3 The Controller's determtnation as to increases or decreases in the rates o.ffarefor taxicabs and 

4 an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall take effect on }[o..,,•ember 1 of the even nwnbered 

5 year in ·which the Controller makes the determination, and shall rematn in effect through October 31 o.f 

6 the next even numbered year, unless the jollo-wtng e·;ents occur: (i) By September 1 of the even 

7 nwnberedyear in which, the Controller makes the detennination the Board ofSupenisors by resolution 

8 determines that the Board, or a committee thereo.f; should hold a hearing on the Controller's 

9 determination;" (ii) by October 1 ofthatyear a hearing is held in accordance with the aforementioned 

10 resolution; and (iii) by October 31 ofthatyear the Board adopts a resolution disappro".Jing or 

11 modifji'ing the Controller's detennination. Any resolution modifying the Controller's detenntnation sh,all 

12 be based upon changes in the Consumer .Price Index, costs recently incurJ"ed and expected to be · 

13 incw-red by drfver~ and color scheme pennitholders, projected inc?me ofdrtvers andprojected · 

14 revenues of color scheme pennitholders, and local economic .conditions. If all three events occur, the 

15 Controller's determination shall not go into effect on }1ovembe! 1 ofthatyear. 

16 The Controller's detennination as to tncreases or decreases in the rates of fare for taxicabs and an 
" 

17 increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall, beginning January 1, 2006, treat the higher mean 

18 gate fee cap of$91. 50, pro-videdfor in Section 1135. l (b), as if it ·were $90. 00 ·when instituted, and treat 

19 the higher meter rate o.f$2. 85 for thefirstfifth a.fa mile or '!flag," aspro".Jidedfor in Section ll35(a), 

20 as if it were $2. 75 when instituted. In addition, the Controller's determination as to increases or 

21 decreases in the rates o.ff'aie for taxicabs and an increase or decrease in the cap on gate fees shall, 

22 beginning January 1, 2006, make a similar accountingfor any adjustments made tn the Co~troller's 

23 August 1, 2004 detennination designed to offset increased costs to theparatransitp:rograrn arising 

24 fromfarther inereases in meter rates. 

25 
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1 In cases where the holder of more than oneper711it to aper-ate a sedan, limousine or taxicab fails 

2 to rendar a financial report within the time prescribed and in such form as the Controller may request, 

3 for the purpose of"re'lier~·ing the rates o.f fare for taxicabs and the cap on gate fees and making a 

4 detennination as to increases or decreases in the rates of fare fer taxicabs and an increase or decrease 

5 in the cap on gate fees, such failure shall be a basis for cancellation o.fsuch pennits by.the Taxi 

6 Commission, pro'lided such cancellation is appro'led by the Boar-d' o.fSuper.·isors. 

7 No~tJithstanding the otherpro'.lisions ofthis Section, or any otherprovision ofthisArticle, &l)' change · 

8 in the rates offare for taxicabs and in the cap on gate fees based on the Controller 1s repor+for the 

9 even nwnberedyear 2008 sl1all not go into effect. The r~tes o.ffare for taxicabs and the cap on gate 

1 0 fees in effect on No-vember 25, 2008 shall remain in effect. 

11 SEC.1137.5. INC.REASED COSTOFPARATR:AiVSITPROG ... 1?.i4}.f. 

12 From January 1, 2003 thn:;ugh June 30, 2006, },{[,Wfshall calculate on a monthly basis the increased 

· cost o.f parc:tr~it scrip incun·ed by the paratransitprogram as _a result o.fthe increase in rates o.ffare 

14 for taxicabs pro-videdfor in this Ordinance or any increase in rates o.f'fare for taxicabs restiltingfrom 

15 the Controller's determination or any modification thereofa;spro-videdfor in Section 1137. The 
. ; 

16 increased monthly cost o.f paratransit scrip shall be di-vided equally among all taxicab permits in 

17 opermion, to achie.,,·e an average increased costper taxicab permit.for each month. Prom January 1, 

18 2003 through June 30, 2006, that cost shall be allocated to color scheme permitholder~ on a monthly 

19 pro rata basis, dependent on the number oftaxicab permits affiliated with each color scheme. By 

20 Januqry 15, 2003, the Taxi Commission sh.all adoptprocedures for calculating and collecting 

21 appropriate sumsfrom color scheme pqrmitho_lders to offset the increased monthly cost o.f paratransit 

22 scrip incurred by the paratransitprof?am. If the -voters of the City and County of San Francisco 

23 reauthorize a new sales tax ·ta fund transportation; the Boar¢! o,fSuper.:isors sh.all convene a hearing to 

24 consider whether it is necessary to continue the program designed to offset },fJJNI's increased 

25 paratransit costspursuant to this Section. 
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1 SEC. 1138. WAYBILL. 

2 · Drivers o,ftaxicabs and motorized rickshaws sluill keep an accurate and legible wcrybill, which 

3 ·wayqill shall set forth the follo1i•ing infonnation: 

4 (a) Date ofwaybill; 

5 (b) Driver's name; 

6 (e) ·Vehicle number and 1:ehicle license number; 

7 (d) }lumber ofmedallion issued by the Police Department; 

8 (e) Time drtver began for period covered by waybill; 

9 (/) Starting mileage of the taxicab forperiod co'.lered by waybill; 

1 0 (g) Starting meter units for the period covered by the waybill; 

.11 (h) Ending time for the period covered by the '11taybill; 

12 (i) Ending mileage of the taxicab .f"or the period co"Vered by the '~·aybill; 

13 (j) Ending meter units for the period covered by the WGT)0ill; 

14 (k) Nurnber o.fpassengers fer each trip; 

15 (l) The origin and destination o.feach trip; 

16 (m) The charges authorized and made for each, trip; 

17 (n) The time of hire 'and discliarge for each trip. 

18 The WGT)0ill shall be retainedfor aperied ofene year at the bitsiness address &jthe owner ofthe 

19 permit. Said waybills slu:ill be available for inspection by any police officer during normal business 

20- hours. 

21 SEC. 1139: BA1ERGEl\7CYP .. ATES FVR TAXICABS. 

22 During any period of emergency, strike er other impainnent or lack a/municipal railWGT)' 

23 transpettatjon, declared by the },fayer and affecting the entire City or anypart thereo_f; taxicab 

24 operators shall acceptp(Jssengers tra'.leling in the same geneml direction, though each.passenger or 

25 passengers mGT)' have differingpoints ofpiclcup or discharge. At each stop f0r the pickup or discharge 
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1 a.la passenger or passengers, the taxicab operator shall collect, or tcibitkte for tater collection at the 

2 passenger's point ofdisoh,arge, the pro rata share o.fthe Glmount due as indicated by the meter, and 

3 said meter Shall the1'l be reset. The rateS s.Ltall be those set forth in Section 1135. 

4 SEC. 1140. TAX!li1ETERS. 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

(a) Use of!naccur£1:te Taximeters Prohibited The use ofany inaccurate taximeter or other 

measuring instrument f'or the purpose a/gauging or indicating distance traveled or waiting time or -Fer 
. ' ., J J 

the purpose of fixing rates to be collectedfrom the public, is hereby prohibited; and it shall be the duty 

0.fthe Orm.er or lessee in possession ofany motor Y'ehicle for hire to which ther~ is attached an)' 

taximeter or other measuring instrument, to at all times keep said taximeter or other measuring 

instrument accurate. 

Inspection of Taximeters. Every taximeter or other measuring instrument usedfor the 

purpose CJ/gauging or in~icating distance tr-aveled or waiting" time or for the pwpose of computing 

fares to be colketedfrom the public shall be subject to inspection at all times by the Chief of Police or 

14 his authorized representati'P'e. The Chief CJ! Police may at any time detailpolice officers ·to inspect any 

15 or all taximeters or other measuring instruments so used when in his opinion such, instruments are 

16 inaccurate: Anypolice officer is directed, upon complaint o.fanyperson that the fare c-h.arged is more 

17 than the legal fare, to investigate and report such con'lplaint imm.ediately to the Chief of Police wlio 

18 shall cause the taximeter or other measuring instrument upon the motor -vehicle con'lplained o.fto be at 

19 . once inspected. Any person, firm or corporation who, with knowledge ofsuch fact m.aintains any 

20 taximeter o.r other measuring instrument whicli register~ charges in excess of the legal fare and collects 

21 such fare, is subject to revocation of license. 

22 (c) muminating De'.Jices. Eaoh, motor -vehicle to which there is attached a taximeter, while 

23 in use in the Ciry and County o.fSan Francisco, for the transportation of passengers for hire, shall be 

24 equipped with an efficient illuminating de-vice, eitherflexibk or-fixed, so affanged as to enable the 

25 passenger or passengers to conveniently observe the meter and the amount offare registered thereon. 
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1 (d) Operation Without Approii'ed Taximeters .Prohibited. It shall be unlawful for any driver 

2 or operator o.fany motor whiclefor hire in seliciting trade from the public to represent his yiehicle as a 

3 taxicab or sedan unless it is. equipped ·with a taximeter in ·working order, duly inspected and approi>•ed 

-
4 as in this Section.pro-vided; and unless such P'ehicle conforms in other respects to the definition of 

5 taxicab and sedan in this Article contained. 

6 SEC. 1141. DISAG:REEAJENTAS TO FARE; RECEIPT 

7 (a) Decision of Officer. In any case o.fdisagreement between the driii'er andpassenger ofa 

8 motor -vehicle for hire relative to the legal fare to be paid; the driver sh,all convey the passenger to the 

9 nearestpolice station; where the officer in charge frhall immediately decide the case, and ifthe decision 

1 0 is in favor o.fthe passenger, the driY'er shall convey the passengerfrom the police station to his original 

11 destination ·without additional charge; if the passenger is aboitt to leave the City by n:zilroad; steamboat 

12 or othentiise, t.~e police officer on duty at the depot or wharfshall decide the case. 

13 (b) Receipts for F'are to be Delivered to Passenger. All driY'ers or operators ofmotor 

14 vehicles for hire, iq;on the demand ofan:y passenger, ffhall give a receiptfor fare paid; such receipt to 

15 be in.afenn satisfactory to the ChiefofPolice. 

16 SEC. 1142. .Z?..ESERVBD. 

17 SEC. 1143. REFUSAL TO C0}1VEY,· REFUSAL TO OBEYS1.10KING BA.,,VIN TAXICABS. 

18 Notwithstanding the pro~isions ofSection 1141 of.this Article, a taxicab driver who ma:y refase to 

19 c01ney any person who refases to obey the ban against smoking in taxicabs in Article 19P o.fthe Health 

20 Gede-:-

21 SEC. 1144. TAXIlJETER OPEP.ATION. 

22 Operating a Taxi with Taximeter in Recording Position .Prohibited. It shall be unlawful 

23 for any driver or ope.rater ofany motor vehicle equipped with a taximeter to set the taximeter in 

24 operation ·when such vehfole is not a_ctually em,ployed. 

25 
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(b) Driver Required to Set Taximeter in a }lonrecording Position. It shall be unlmiful for 

any drber or operator of any motor vehicle equipped ·with a taximeter to .fail to set the taximeter to a 

nonrecordingposition at the termin6f(ion of each, and every service and to call the attention of the 

passenger to the amount registered. 

(c)' Requiring Taximeter to be Actuated. Except aspro•·ided in· Section 1135(b) ofthis Ce de, 

it shall 'be unlawful for ciny d~4-¥'er or operator o.fany motor -vehicle equipped·with a taximeter, ·while 

carryingpassengers or under eniployment, to fail to acti';.iat~ the taximeter, or acti-vate the taximeter in 

such position as to denote that he or s!w is eniployed at a rate of fare di.fferentfrom that authorized 

under the provisions of this Article. 

SEG. 114-§.. RESER¥ED. 
' 

SEC 1116. DEDUCTJO.,,V POR TDdE WHILE DISABLED. 

In the e-vent that a taxicab, ·while con-veyingfer hire anypassenger orpassengers, becoJ?zes disabled; or 

breaks do1vn, the time o.fstoppage shall be deductedfrom the time ehargedfor. 

SEC 1117. PURPOSE 

It is the purpose o.fSections 1117 through .1117. 6 o.fthis Article to require all persons, firms or 

corporations holding taxicabpennitspursuant to Section 1120 ofthis Article, and allpersons applyiJ 

for driver'spe-nnitspursuant to Section 1089 o.fthisArtiele, to tcike steps to il'npro'~e taxicab services to 

the public and to protect the public health and safety when pro"..!iding such services. 

SEC 1117.1. DRIVER EDfICATJO}l 

All new applicants for permits to dri-ve taxicabs pursuant to Section 1089 of this Article s.hall certifj; 

that they have successfully conipleted a drber training course. The cour~e may be offered by the San 

Francisco f olice Departnient, Ciiy College o,fSan Francisco, or by any other siteh educational entity 

that the Chief of' Police may appro••e. The required course length is 16 hour~ of classes. The course 

+ 
'J shall consist o.fclasses on the following subjects: crime pre',..'ention; -vehicular safety; the geography o 

the Gity and County ofSan Fr-ancisco; taxicab rules and regulations; the California },fotor Vehicle 
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1 Code; pedestrian safe-ty·; and any other subject that the Chiefo.FPolice may d:etennine is reletJant to the 

2 public health and safe-ty· in the operation of taxicabs. Within 60 days of the effective date of this 

3 or-dinance, the Chief of P o!ice shfi!l adopt regulations setting for4h the required course length and 

4 content. After adoption ofsuch, regulations, the Chiefo.fJ>olice shall approtJe or disappro-ve, within 30 

5 days o.fsubmission, any entity'sproposal to offer the requireddri-ver training course. The r-equirement 

6 that ne..,~· apPlicants cernf)' completion ofa drh•er training course will take effect 60 days after the date 

7 upon which a cour~e appro.,edby the ChiefofPolice isfirst offered. The Chie.fof Police also may 

8 require all taxicab pennit holders tofiwnish to allper~ons authorized by Section 112 4 o,fthis Article to 

9 drive under theirpennits any information on taxicab crime that the Chiefo.f Police deems advisable for 

1 0 the purposq o.fcrime pre .. ention andpublic safety. 

11 SEC. 1147.2. SAFETYEQUIP~WEl'lT. 

12 (s) 
I 

Within 180 days ofthe ejfectitJe date of this or-dinanee, all tJehicles newlyplaced into 

13 service as a taxicab must be equipped with automGltic door locks that can be controlled by the driver. 

14 Also within 180 days ofthe effecti-ve date o,fthis ordinance, all taxicab radiospennitting two way 

15 . cornmunieation with a licensed dispatch ser"·iee as required by Section 1123 ofthis Article must also 

16 allow for direct '~oice access to the taxicab dispatch service in an emergency. Jn addition, within 180 . 

17 days of the effective date o.ftkis ordinance, exccptfer taxicabs that are solely operated by the permit 

18 holder and those operated as rmnped taxis, all taxicab color schemes slialt ensure that a minimum of 

19 50% o_ftheir taxicabs are equipped with £l retrBcta;ble sBfetypartition that is controlled by the drh·er 

20 and that forms a cornplete barrier betw-een the front and rear se€lts. A retractable safety partition shall 

21 be. made available to any dri-ver who requests one in his or her taxicab, and no retciliation or 

22 discriminatory action sliall be taken against any driY·er who requests a r-etrm:t&ble scije-ty•partition. Ne 

23 taxicab dri:er operating a taxicab with a safety shield mriy refase to tr~msport a disabledperson in the 

24 front seat. 

25 
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(b) The Chiefo.f'Police shall have the ·authority to promulgate as he or she deems neces'sary 

standards for safety partitions, standards andprocedures for taxfr;ab drivers and dispatchers to follow 

in an emergency~ and standards for automatic door locks. 

(c) In addition to the specific authorlty granted to the Chie.f o.f'P olice by this Section, the 

Chiefo.f~Police is authorized to issue any other r(Jgulations concerning taxicab equipment or operation 

that he or slw determines will promote the pre-;Jention of taxicab crime and the protection o.fthe public. 

SEC. l!..47.3 . • REVIEW. 

(e-\ 
;I The Police Commission sh,all hold an annual hearing to review: (1) the compliance of 

taxicab permit holder~ ·with this Article and any regulations adoptedpursuant to this Article; (2) the 

effectiveness ofsafety equipment GB1'd safety measures currently in effect; and (3) the needforfu.r~her 

measures tc: reduce taxicab crime and to protect the public safety. The Police Commission may appoint 

·the Chiefo.fPolice er his or her designee as a hearmg efficer to conduct the hearings and to gather 

relew:int evidence. At the conclusion o.fthe hearing conducted by the hearing officer, the hearing officer 

sftall mala; a ·written report to the Police Commission. The Chief of Police, ifhe or slw deems it 

necessary on the basis of that report, shall adopt further regulations to ilnpkment this.Article. 

(b) The Chiefo.f'Police shall direct the appropriate Police Deparilnentpersennel ta compile 

and maintain statistics on taxicab crime, ·which shall be submitted to the Police ·eommission and.to the 

Chiefo.fPolice or his or her designee in conjunction ·with the annual hearings mandated by this 

Section. 

SEC. 1147. 4. COMYLL4l'1CE WITH W-OIUCERS' C01VYE.l'ISATJO.,_V,_"'?EQW1?.El,{E.lVTS. 

All persons, firms er corpormions holding. taxicab color scheme permits pursuant to Section I 125(b) of· 

this Article shall ceinply with all applicable state statutes conceming Worlwrs' Compensation and any 

applicable regulations adoptedpursuant to those statutes. Taxicab color scheme permit holders must 

include a swam statement attesting to compliance with such applicable statutes and regulations as part 

o.fthe annuaifiling required b)· Section 1095 of this Article. 
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SEC. 1147.5. Lf},1JTAT!O..\T OFLL4BIL!TY. 

By adopting this ordinance, the Cfty and County ofSan Fr~cisco ·is asswning an undertaking only to 

promote the general ·welfare. It is not assuming, nor is it imposing on its officers and eniployees, an 

obligatiof1'jor breach o.F·which it is liabk in money damages to anyperson ·who claims thatsuoh brea ch 

proximate!)· caused injury·. 

SEC. 1147.6. PE.l'l4LTIES. 

Every person, finn or corporation holding a taxicab perinitpursua':t to Section 1120 of this Article ·w! 

'.liolates or :causes to be -violated cmy o.fthe pro'.lisions o.fthis ordinance or any regulations adopted 

pursuant to this ordinance slwll be subject to disciplinary action pursuant to Section 1090(a)(ix) afthi 

Article. 

SEC. 1147. 7. BAN ON TOBACCO ADVERTISING.· 
' 

(a). .NotHiithstanding thq provisions of Police Code Section 674(d), no taxicab shall bear in 

any manner any adver4ising orpromotion a/cigarettes or tobacco products. }lo taxicab co1npany sh.al 

place or maintain, or cause or allow to be placed or maintained, any advertising or promotion of' 

cigarettes or tobacco products on any of its taxicabs. 

(b) Par the purposes o.fthis Section, "tobacco product" shall mean &iy substance containin g 

d tobacco leaf, including but not limited to, cigarettes, cigars, pipes, tobacco, snuff, chewing tobacco an 

dipping tobacco .. F'or the pwposes of this Section, ''promote" or 1'promotion" shall include a display Dj 

any logo, brand name, character, graphics, colors, scenes, or designs that are trademarks ofa 

particular brand of tobacco product. 

(c) This Section shall become operati-..·e September 1, !999. 

SEC. 1147.8. PARTICIPAT!ONIN-PAY . .AT.P .. ANS!TPROGRAl,£ 

(a) Beginning January 1, 2000, each holder afa taxicab color schemepennit, 8S defined in 

Section 1125 o.fthis Article, mustparticipate in the City'sparatransitprogram. The color scheme 
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1 per~nit holder must be w1der contract to and approvedJor participation by the P aratransit Broker ·who 

2 operates the Paratransit Prograrn ofthe Public Transportation Commission. 

3 (b.' / Thereafter, each ceJer scheme permit holder shall aper-ate €lt all times subject to the · 

4 rules and regulations o.fthe City's Paratr-ansit P7-0gram, including, bitt ~et limited io, the paratransit 
. . 

5 scrip program, the debit cardprogram including hardware and software capabilities, fare· disc~u~t and 

6 reimbursementprocedures, and training in safe anef: courteouspar€ltransit operations. Each taxicab 

7 pennit holder ·who enters into an a?l-eement or contr-act with a coior scheme permit holder to use thGft 

8 color scheme, and e{'lch taxicab drtver '/1ho operGftes under a taxicab pennit affiliated 1·1ith the color 

9 so-heme, shall at all times operme subject to. the rules and regulations ofthe Ctty's Paratransit 

10 Program. 

11 

12 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

(c) The Chiefo.f Police, in consultation with a P aratransit P7ogram, may issue appropriate 

rules. and regulations to enswe con'tpliance with this Section. 

SEQ. 1147.9. CAB POOLING. 

The Chiefo.fPolice is authorized to establish a six month trialprogr-am for voluntary "cab pooling" 

along one or more designated routes. The Chief of Police shall consult·with the Departments of· 
, 

Parking and Traffic and Public Transportation on the selection ofroutes. 

Taxicabs may charge aflatfareforpassengers riding betweenpoints along the designated route, and 

may so~cit more than one fare along the route. The Chief of Police may adopt reasonable rules and 

·regulations to carry out this trialprogram. At the end o.fsix months, the Chiefsha{l report back to the 

Board ofSupenisors on the feasibility of~permanentprogram. 

DMS!O}lfL4 RA}DED TAXIS 

SEC. 1148: PE.R}.1JT.S. 

It sh.all be unlcneful to operate a ramped taxi in the City and County o.fSan Francisco unkss apennit 

has been issued by the P oliee Commission fer the operation of said "'chick. Except as otherwise 

Supervisor Wiener 

I 

I BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

131 

Page 62 I 



1 provided herein, permits for ramped taxis shall be applied/or and issuedpursuant to Sections 1079 

2 through 1081 of this Article . 

. 3 SEC. 1148.1. PEP.},f1TAPPLIG4TIONS. 

4 (a) Submission 0.fApplications. Applications for permits for ramped taxis shall be nwde to 

5 the Taxi Commission on a form f9 be furnished by· the Commission. An €lpplicant for a r~mped taxi 

6 pennit must, €lt the time o.f filing the application, meet the S€lme requirements as set forth in Section. 

7 1121 (a) for en appliccmt f0r a taxi pennit. Applications for permits for ramped taxis shml be acpepted · 

8 by the Comm,ission and sh&ll be reconied by the date and time €lt ·which each application is received 

9 Except as otherwise pro'Vided herein, the Commission shall maintain a list in the order ofreceipt 

10 (''ramped taxi list''). In the absence o.fcmypreference pro",Jidedfor in this Dfvision, applicants for 

11 permits for ramped taxis sh&ll be processed and considered by the Commission in accordance ·with the 

12 order of application as set forth on the rmnped taxi list. ·when a permit becomes a:vailClbkfor issuance 
. ' 

13 and an spplicant on the waiting list is eligibk for a hearing bef'ore the Taxi Commission, the 

14 Commissiofi shall so notify the applicant. 

15 As ofthe effective date of Ordinance }fa. 652 88, allpersons ·whose application is &lrectdy on "the 

16 taxicClb ·waiting list" as pro-videdfor in Section 1121 o_fthis Article ·will be plac~d on the ramped taxi 

17 list. Their place on the ramped taxi list shall be determined as of the date and time on ·which his or her 

18 application for the taxicab ·waiting list was received by the Commission. Those indtviduals so placed 

1 9 ·will remain on the taxicab ·waiting list until they are removed in accordance 1t·ith Section 1080(c) (I) of' 

20 this Article. 

21 (b) Limitation on Acceptm'l-ce of Other Pennits. Allper~ons accepting a ramped taxipennit 

22 shall be precludedfrom, accepting any other motor vehicle for hire permit regulated by this Article for 

23 a minimwn o.ffive years after receipt ofa ra:rnped ta:xipennit or, in the &lternatbe; for a minimwn of· 

24 three years after receipt of the ramped taxi permit so long as slr; months ha:ye elapsed since the 

25 permittee gave notice &/his or her intent to leave the r~mped taxi program in accordance with the 
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provisions o.fSubseetion (c). Jfthepennittee becomes eligible for apermitfrom another motor ')Chicle 

for hire wa_iting list at a time when the permittee is precluded.from acc;epting the pennit, the permittee 's 

application ·will be kept active until apennit becomes available ·when thepennittee is no longer 

precluded.from accepting one. 

(c) Notice o.f Intent to Leave the Raniped Taxi Progr-ani. Upon conipletion ofa minimum of 

30 months as a raniped taxipermittee, thepermittee may opt to leave the ranipedtaxiprograni byfiling 

with the Taxi Commission a ·written notice of intent to leave the program. The date the Commission 

recci'ves the notice ofintent to lc«ve the raniped taxi program shall be deemed the date thepennittee 

filed the notice. Upon receipt o.fthe notice, the Conimission shallproniptly inform a reasonable number 

of persons at the head of the ramped taxi list of the pennittee 's intent to lea",Je t~e r-aniped taxi program. 

In acconiance with Subsection (b), thepennittee's decision to leave the r-anipedtaxiprogr-am shall 

become cffecti1;6 six months qfter his or her/Ying ofthe notice ofintent to leave thepn;gram. Subject to 

qualifications (i) and (ii) below, upon completion o_fthc six month notice period, the permittee sh,all be 

required to leave the raniped taxi program, and shall no longer be precludcdfroni accepting another 

motor vehicle for hire permit regulated by this Article. 

(i) If at the completion o.fthe six month period, the permittee is not yet eligible for a 

penni'0from another motQr vehicle for hire list, or no suc.11 pennit is available, the permittee, at his or· 

her option, may remain in the raniped taxi pro gram for anyperiod o_ftime until thepermittee becomes 

eligible jor apermi~from another motor vehicle/or hire list andsuc.71.permit becomes cwailable. 

(ii) Tlw pennittee 's decision to leave the ramped taxi program shall become 

inoperative if, within the first three months of the required six month notice period, the permittee 

informs the Commission in ·writing of his or her decision to rescind the notice of intent to leave the 

program. The pennittee shall be required to file a subsequent notice o_f intent to leave the prograni ifhe 

or she subs.equently decides to leave the program. The same requirements governing the pennittee 's 
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1 initial notice of intent to leave the program, including the fall six month notice period; slzall go-vem any 

· 2 subsequent notice of intent to leave the pro gram. 

3 (d) Notwithstanding any other provision of this Section, the Taxi Commission may require 

4 that a taxicab permit to be issued to a r-Gllnped taxi permittee exiting the rarnped taxi prognim be issued 

5 (i) three months after the Commission hearing on the application for the tGlXicab pennit or (ii) ·when. a 

6 new permittee has qualified/or the r~mped taxi permit and has acquired a suitable "..Jehicle ·which has 

7 passed inspection, ·whichever e-..'ent occu:rsjirM. Before the taxicab permit is is_sued; the r-arnped taxi 

8 pennittee ·who is exiting the ramped taxi program shall retain the ramped taxi permit and continue to 

9 operate the ramped taxi permit. Under no circumstances may an indi-vidual simultaneously hold a 

1 0 r~mped tGlXi pennit and a taxica_b per7nit. Under no circurnstances may two indbidutils h~ld the same 

11 rarnped tGlXi per7nit or taxicab per7nit. 

12 (e) Driving Experience Required. In order to qualify/or a rarnpedtGlXiper7nit, em applicant 

13 must meet the same dri"..Jing requirement stated in Section 1121 (b) that GHi applicant.for a tGlXicab 

14 permit must meet. I-n accordance ·with Section 1121 (c), ifno ramped tGlXi permit applicant has the 

15 requisite driving experience, but public coJV-venience and necessity as determined by the Taxi 

16 Commission pursuGH'lt to Section 1079 warr~ts iss.uance a.fa ramped taxi pennit, the Commission may 

17 iSsue the pennit to GH'l othen~·ise qualified applicant "r'r>'ho has been a full time dri7er during the 12 

18 months immediatelypreceding the Commission's hearing on the application. In accordance ·with 

19 Section 1121 (d), a ramped taxi permit applicGH'lt has. the bur-den o.fshowing that he or she has the 

2 0 dri-ving experience required to qualify for the permit, and shall lceep records sefficient to document his 

21 . or her drf,7ing for the calendar )fear or years necessary to satisfj the dri"..Jing requirement. Failure of 

22 the Taxi Commission to adopt the regulation specified in Section 112l(e) requiring recor~keeping by 

23 color scheme per7nitholders, or failure a.fa color s·cheme pennitholder to follow th9 regulation, shall 

24 not excuse a ram,ped tGlXi permit applicGH'ltjrom the driving requirement or relie"..Je the applicant of the 

25 bunien of pro7ing that he or she has satisfied the requirement. 
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1 The notices required by Section 1121 (g) shall indicate that the driving experience required by Sdction 

2 1121 (b) coi·ers apjJlicants for a r~ed taxi pennit as well as applicants for a taxiccib permit. The; 

3 notices required to Sections 112l(g)(i) and 112l(g)(ii) shall be gi"'.len to applicants on the rmnped taxi 

4 list as ·well as applicants on the taxicab ·waiting list, but ifan applicant is on both lists, these notices 

5 need not be gi"'lCi'l twice to the same person. Failure to give the notices requiredpursuant to Sections 

6 1121 (g) (i), 1!21 (g) (ii), or 1121 (g) (iii) G:[W: this subsectidn (d) sliall not C)Ccuse the ramped taxi 

7 applicantfrom the dri"ving requirement or relieve the applicantfrom the bur-den o.f proving that he or 

8 slie has satisfied the requirement. 

9 (/) . Preference for P~ll Time Drillers o/Ra-rnped TaY:is. Among the applicants whose names 

1 0 appear on the ramped taxi list, the Taxi Commission sh.all gbe preference to any applicant who has 

11 been a full time dri--;.er ofa rmnped taxi dwing the 6 months immediately preceding the Commission's 

12 hearing on that applicant's application, gn:mtingpermits. to all othen,,,·ise eligible fvtll time driYers o.f 

J rarnped taxis on the list before grantingpennits to other~ on the ramped taxi list. Any applica-7'lt seeking 

14 apreferencepursuant to this Subsection &hall, at least 21 days prior to the hearing at lt'hich the 

15 applicant seeks to be considered; so notify the Commission in writing and submit evidence· to prove that 

16 the applicant was afull time dri'.ler ofa rmnped taxi in the preceding 6 months. For purposes of this 

17 section; '!fall tim.e dri"ver ofa ratnped taxi" .rhall nwa-71 apennitted dri"ver who is actually engaged in 

18 the mechanical operation and hcrvingphysical charge or custody ofa rarnped taxi as defined in this 

19 Article which is available for hire (i) or actually hiredfor at Zeastfour hours during any 2 4 hour 

20 period on at least 75percent ofthe business days during the 6 montlis immediately preceding the 

21 Commission's hearing on that appliemit's application, or (ii) for at least 400 hours during the 6 months 

22 immediatelypreceding the Commission's hearing.on the application. 

2~ (g) Wheeldzair Piek Up Req'b!irement. To qualifj'for a ratnped taxi permit, an applica-7'lt 

24 must have cornpkted at least 100 wheeloh.airpick ups as £l ramped taxi dri'.ler during the six months 

25 immediately preceding the Commission's hearing on the application. lfno rmnped taxi applicant has 
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completed the 1 wcessary ·w-lwekhairpick ups, the Commission shall issue thepennit to the applicant 

·who. has completed the mest ·wheelchairpick ups within the six months prior te the 

1<tearing, if the Commission detennines that the pubUc convenience and necessity 

next on the list 

Commission's , 

requires the im mediate issuance of the pennit'. A ramped t€lXi appUcant has the burden o.fsho·wing that 

ompleted the requisite number of ·wheeklu1ir pick ups to quci!ifY for the permit, and shall 

efficient to document his' or her performance. 

he or she has c 

keep records so 

SEC. 1 148.2. EL!GIBIIr!TY .FVR PEILVIT .FVR RA}JPED TA.XL 

Before recei'vin g apermitfor a ramped tflXi, the appUcant shall satisjj1 the criteria set forth in Section 

tide. In addition, before issuing apermit for a ramped taxi, the PoUce Commission J11;ust 1081 of this Ar 

detennine ~hat: 
(a) The prospectiw permit holder will be a full time driver; 

(b) He or she understands the conditions and limitations go-verning the operation of the ramped 

(c) 

t£ixF. 
' 

He or sh.e had co1npleted a course of instruction approY.ed by the Chiefo.fl?olice for the 
e.ffecti"ve and efficient operation o.framped taxis and has been certified by the Chief of 

ce to have satisfactorily demonstrated the aptitude and attitude necessary for a holder 
sefe, 
Poli 
·a.fa permit .for a ramped tflXi; · 

(d) He or she ·will operate saidpermit in association with a holder ofa tflXicab color sclwme 
iit, as defined -by Section 1125 o.fthis Artick, that is under contr~ct to and approY.edfor 

operation of ramped tflXis by the P aratransit Broker who operates the P aratransit 
pcm 
the 
Pro gram o.fthe San Francisco Public Transportation Commission; · 

(c) He or she holds a valid dri-ver'spermit issued in (JCCordance ·with Section 1089 ofthis 
Arti ck; and . 

(f) He 
t-."r.e 

or she 'agrees to operate saidpermit at all times subject to the rules and r~lations o.f 
City's P aratransit Program including, but not limited to, the par~transit scrip progr~m 
fare discount and reimbur~ementprocedures. and 

SEC. 11 ·18.3. ADDITIONAL CQ}/S!DERAT!ONSFVR ISSU4}1CE OFPE ... 1?...WTS. 

etennination o;f public convenience and necessity for the issuance of one or more As part oft/w d 

qnits, the Police Commission slu1ll, in addition to those considerations mandated by ramped trod pe1 
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1 Section 1079 of this Article, take into account the availability ofsuffecient numbers oframped taxi 

2 vehicles to meet safety and operating requirements imposed onpermittees by this Article. 

3 SEC. 1148. 4. PEP.JUI' OPE.RATION 

4 Allpersons who enter in'to an agreement or contract ..,Vith a ramped tGccipermittee to operate his or her 
5 permit s.fzall at all times satisfy the eligibility criteria se~forth in Section 1148.2 o.fthis Article. All 

6 drivers o.framped taxis, . in addition to the pro-.,,·isions of Section 1089 of this Article, shall also meet the 

7 eligibility CYiteria set forth in Section 1148.2(c). · 

8 SEC. 1148.5. PA}dPED TAXI OPERATIONS. 

9 Consistent with the practical operation thereof, ramped taxis shall grant priority to requests for senice 

1 0 from wheelchair user~. In the absence o.fsuch requests for senice, ramped taxis may transport any 

11 person in accordance with theprovisiOns ofthisArticle go-verning taxicabs. The Chiefo.f Police, in 

12 consultation with the Paratr-ansit Pr-e gram, may issue appropriate rules and r~gul.atiens to ensur~ 

compliance. with this Section by all ra:Jnped taxi pennit holder~. 

SEC. 1148. 6. USE OFR.A,MPED TAXI PER .. l14JTINSPAR.E TAXICAB. 14 

15 (s) Authorization Te Use Ran¥Jed Taxi Permit In Spare Taxicab. }fetwithstanding Section 

16 1120 ofthiS Article or any other provisions ofknfl, the Tax{ Commission shall have discretion to adopt 

17 apolicy that allows ramped taxipennits to be usedfor thepurpose 0f'operating a taxicab, as defined in 

18 &~tion 1076(b) 0.fthis Article, provided that (i) the taxicab is a spare taxicab, as defined by the Taxi 

19 Commission; (ii) the taxicab meets all applicable legal requirements for its oper-ation; (iii) the ra:Jnped . 

2 O taxi permit. cannot be used in the pennitholder 's raniped taxi because that vehicle is out 0£ser.-ice for 

21 necessary repairs, or must be replaced·due to breakdown 0£or dan'lage to the -vehicle; (iv) the ramped 

22 taxi pern_'lit ca:Jmot be used in a spare ramped taxi because none is available at the color scheme with 

23 which the ramped taxiperm.ttholder is affiliated; (v,) the use 0f'the ramped taxiperinit in a spare 

24 taxicab does not exceed the durational andjleet limits describe.din subsections (8) and (e); and (vi) in 

25 each instance the Taxi Commission er enfon::ement staffs.ppr-eyes the use ofthe r~mped taxi permit in a 
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1 spare taxicab. The Taxi cOmmission or enforcement staffmay impose additional conditions beyond 

2 those stated in subsection (a) for the use ofa rarnped taxi permit in a spare taxicab, to ensure that color 

3 scheme pennitholders or ran'ijJed taxi permitholders do not ab·use the authority to use a r-Gffl?:fJCd taxi 

4 pennit in a" spare taxicab. 

5 (b) Durational Limits. Authorization to use a ramped taxi pennit in a spare taxicab is 

6 limited to no more than 30 consecu#ve days. The Taxi Commission or enforcement staffmay impose a 

7 shorter durational limit if repair or replacement afthe ran9:JJed taxi permit in a timely manner ..,,~·ould 

8 take less thµn 30 days. The Taxi Commission or enforcement stajfmay•! fer good cause shown, extend 

9 the durational limit beyond 30 days, in inoremc:nts ofno greater than 15 censecuti-ve days, pro1dded 

1 0 that in no e'.lent sh-all the total durational limit exceed 90 days. If be!fore a durational limit has been 

11 reached; repairs en the ran9:JJed taxi vehicle have been C0119:fJleted or replacement of the ramped taxi 

12 ·vehicle has been accomplished; the authorization to use· the ran9:JJed taxi permit in a spare taxicab shall 

13 expire by operation of law. 

14 (c) Pleet Limits. If one to three ran?:fJed taxi permits are affiliated with a color scheme, only 

15 one ran'ijJed taxi permit may be used in a spare taxicab at any one time. F'er each additional three 

16 ran'lped taxi permits, er anyfraction thereof; affiliated ·with a cofor scheme, an. additional rG119jJed taxi 

17 · permit rnaj be used in a spare taxicab. 

18 (d) Taxi Commission Enforcernent. The Taxi Commission shall strictly C!,"efon:e this Section 

19 to ensure that ramped taxi permits are net unlmvfally used in spare tGOCieabs. Without limiting the Taxi 

. 2 0 Commission's enforcement remedies, ¥iolation of this Seetion by Gl color scheme permitholder or 

21 ramped tax_i permitholder may• result in suspension or re·i7ocation of the permit and/or in a 

22 detennination that a eofor scheme mCl)' not use any ra119:fJed taxi permits affiliated with that color 

23 scheme in spar-e tGOCicdbs. 

24 DIVIS!O,.VIII JITNEYBUSES 

25 SEC. 1150. JITNEYPE.IV,,fJTS. 
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1 (a) · !t Scheill be imlmvfal to o-wn or operate a jitney in the City and Counry e>fSan Francisco 

2 unless ajitneypermit has been issued by the Police Commissio'nfor the operTJtion e>fthat ".Jehicle 

3 pursuant to this Section. 

4 (b) Jitneypennifs shall be applied/or and issuedpursuant to Sections 1079 through 1081 of 

5 this Ariicle: Jn addition to the requirements set.forth in those Sections, the applicant.for a jitney bus 

6 permit sheill stB:te the woposed route over ·which the applicantproposes to operate the jitney bus. 

7 SEC. 1151. APPROVAL OFRO[JTESR.EQUIRED. 

8 !t shall be unlmvfal to drive or operate, or cause to be driven or operB:ted, a;ny jitney bus upon or along 

9 any street or route unless such street or route isfir~t approf'ed by the Board ofSuper1isors after public 

10 hearing. 

11 SEC. 1152. RATES AND FARES ~vQR JITNEYBUSES. 

12 (a) Routes. The fol!o·wi-ng n;utes anJ hereby appr-o;iedfor jitney bus operTJtion: 

(1) From }.farket Street B:t. 4th to Hunters Point; 

14 (2) From }.farket Street at 4th Street to 3rd and Army Streets; 

15 (3) From 3rd and.Army Streets to Hunters Point; 

16 (1) From Hunte-rs Point to }.farlcet at 3rd; 

17 (5) From 3rd and Anny Streets to }.fark,et at 3rd; 

18 (6) From Hunters Point to 3rd and Army Streets; 

19 (7) From the .Ferry Building to the County Line on },fission Street; 

20 (8) From the Perry Building to Twenry Second and }.1ission Streets; 

21 (9) From T·wenty Second and}.1ission Streets to the County Line; 

22 . (JO) ·From SicklesA1i·enue and}.1ission Street to the Per?")' Building; 

23 (11) From Sickks Avenue and }.1ission Street to 11wenty Second and }.1ission Streets; 

24 (12) From 'Ayenry Second and},{ission Streets to the ... T?erry Building; 

25 (13) Between Ellis and Taylor Streets and Broadwey Street, north or southbound; 
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(14) Between Fisherman's WharfandBroadway Street, south or northbound; 

(15) i¥on~ mtis and ':f.ay·ler Streets past Broad·w6f)' Street to l2fsherman 's Whar€: JJ 

(16) Prom Pishennan 's Wharf past Broad·way Street to ElliS and TaykJr Streets; 

(17) Bet:ween Pier 39 and Ghirar-delli Square or }.faritime }Juseum, east or 

·westboimd. 

_,_-~lo~hing in this Section shall be construed to diminish in any ·way the author#y &j the Board of' 

Super:isors, after public hearing, to designate routes. 

(b) Pares; Increases per },!uni Pare Increases. The/are for each route approved in 

Subsection (a) shall be 85+_. Whenever the Adult Base Cash. Fare for the }Junicipal RailW6f)' is 

increased; the fares to be charged by jitney buses shall be in~reased by a like amount in dollars an 

eent& 

SEC. 1153. SUSPENSIOl'l OP OPEP.AT!O.V. 

1'lotwithstanding the provisions o.fSection 1096 o.fthis Article, t,Z cz · £. + D f Z ll. Ae/tlCj o.r _,_ o~ce EM£r , up01 

written application, grant to the holder ofapermit to operate a jitney buspennission to suspend 

operation of the per7nit for a period not to exceed one year in case of economic hardship arisingjiYJ m 

the oper-0tion ofother forms of public t.ransportation over substantially the same route theper7nit.tee is 

operating a jit.ney bus, if in the judgment &/the Chief of Police imestigation discloses that the 

statements contained in said ·writ.ten application ·warrant such per7nission. Permission to suspend 
" 

operation ofajit.ney buspermitpursuant to the pNr.iisions of this Section shall be in addition to the 

period ofsuspension authoriud by the pro-visions o.fSection I 096(c) of this Article. 

SEC. 1154. E}.fERGE.l'lCYPE.R.l14ITS. 

During anyperiod of emergency~ strike or other impairment of}Junicipal RailW6f)' 

0 transportation affecting the entire City or anypart thereof, the Chief of-Police shall have authority t 

issue pennlts for the operation of· ..,_,chicles to transporipassengers for a charge to be detennined by 

Section 1152 of this Article. Such per7nits slzall be granted upon the fOJkJ·wing conditions: 
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) 

1 (a) Eac-h, applicant shall co1nply ·with the pro--;isions o.fSections 1080 through 1085 o.fthis 

2 Ar4icle. 

3 (b) · The designated route andprice to be charged/or transportation s-,11,all be specified in the 

4 permit. 

5 (c) Persons opcrating under such permits shall not use any other route signs than those 

6 issued to tliem by the Chiefo.f Police. 

7 DIVJS!Ol'TIVS!GHTSEEING Al1TD INTERURBANBf::lSES 

8 SEC. 1155. S!GHTSEElllGAJ1lD INTERURBA:Z1fB[lSPE.Pu.'MITS. 

9 (a) It 5hall be unlmvfal to o·wn or operate a sightseeing bus or an interurban bus in the City 

10 and County ofSan Francisco unless a sightseeing buspennit or an interurban bus permit has been 

11 issued by the Police Commission fvr the operation o.fthat vehicle purnuant to this Section. 

12 (b) . Sightseeing bus permits and interurban buspermits shall be appliedf'er and issifed 

j pursuant to Sections 1079 through 1081 of this Article. In addition to the requirements set:forth in 

14 those Seetf:ons, the applicant for a sightseeing or interurJJan bus permit shall state the proposed route 

15 over ·which the applicantproposed to operate the sightseeing or interurban buses. 

16 SEC. 1156. Z1!Al,1E Ol'l VEHICLE. 

17 Every sightseeing bus lieensedpursuant to this Ar4icle shall have the name under which the owner 

18 operates plainly painted in letters at leas( two inches in height on the forwardpor4ion o.fthe side panels 

19 o.fthe sightseeing bus. 

20 SEC. 1157. TEMPOP . .ARYSIGHTSEEING BUS PE.lV.!ITS. 

21 (a) }foni·itlwtanding the provisions ofSeetions 10 75 and 1079 through 1081 of this Article~ 

22 the Police Commission, after investigation, nuiyfind that the existingper~it holders for sightseeing 

23 buses are not, or _cannotprovidc adequate service for the public. Jn the e'.lent ofsuch afinding, the 

24 Police Commission may issue temporary sightseeing buspermits, subject to such regUlations as may be 

25 
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1 required by public corr.:enience and necessity, to persons, fi:nns or corporations ·who satisfj· ihe 

2 requirements o.fSubsection (b) ofthis Section. 

3- (b) To be eligibk for a ten'lpor-ary sightseeing bus permit, an applicant must satisfy all of the 

4 follo..,,~·ing requirements: 

5 (i) _ Be reasonablyfit and hav-efinanc_ial responsibility to initiate pron'lptly and to 

6 pr-o-vide con'lpetently and safely sightseeing ser.:ices by bus within the City ofSan Francisco. 

7 (ii) Pravide sightseeing senice only in -vehicks furnished by a holder ofa certificate 

8 or permit ts_sued by the Public Utilities Commission o.fthe State of California pur§Uant to the provision 

9 a/Division I!, Chapter VIII (commencing with Section 5351) ofthe Public Utilities Code of the State o.f 

1 0 California. 

11 (iii) Be reasonably experienced in arranging sightseeing tours and senices in San 

12 FMncisco for incoming '.lisitors. 

13 (c) Temporarypennits issitedpursuant to thi~ Section authorize thepermittee to provide 

14 sightseeing services and tours _by sightseeing bus within the City o.fSan Francisco and to sell tickets for 

15 sightseeing tours o_n aper- capita or any other _reasonabk basis. 
. . 

16 (d) Ten'lporarypermits issuedpursuant to this Section shall be '.lalid:for aperiodnot to 

17 - exceed 180. d«ys;.provided, that the Police Commission after public hearing may review pemporary· 

18 sightseeingpennits ifrequired by public con'.lenience and necessity. 

19 (e) Sections 1155 and 1158 ofthis Artick shall be applicable to applications for temporary 

20 sightseeing bus permits. 

21 SEC.1158. FJLINGROUTESANDFA.RESlZQRSIGHTSEEINGBUSES. 

22 (a) Pennittees issued sightseeing buspennitspursuant to the provisions ofthisArtick shall 

23 fik ·with the Board ofS'blfJenisors the roittes andfarespe!'passenger chargei{for each sightseeing bus J 

24 irip:-

25 
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1 (b) The Board ofSupenisors mey adopt,. modify or reject the routes or jard s.chedules 

2 subtnitted 

3 (e) Should the Board ofSupenisors, by resolution, adopt or modifY the route or fa:re 

4 schedulq submitted; such shall be the route traveled andfare charged 

5 (d) Should the Board of8upervisors, by resolution, reject the route or fare schedule 

6 proposed; the pennittee submitting said route or fare schedule sl'lall not operate a sightseeing bits on 

7 said route or charge the rcjectedfare unless and until the perrnittee submits, and the Boani o.f 

8 Super;isors adopts, a new and different route andfare schedule submitted 

9 SEC. 1159. ,RESERVED. 

10 DMSION Viv10TOPJZED P..JCKSHAWS 

11 SEC. 1160. }v1QTOP..JZED P..JCKSHAWPEP~~nrs. 

12 It shall be unlmvful to own or operate a motorized rickshm~' in the City and County ofSan Fn:mcisco 

unless a motorized rickshaw permit has been issued by the I' olice Commission for the operation o.fthat 

14 vehicle pursuant to this sCction. }Jotorized ricks;hm~' pennits shall be applied:for and issuedpursuant 

15 to Sections 1079through1081;provided; hor~'c',ler, that upon application anyperson who held 

16 motorized ricksh.mv pennits on &ptember 15, 198 4 or on the effectbe date of this Article shall be 

17 entitled to hold an equal number oisuclipennits under this Article. 

18 SEC. 1161. l?.ATES }?QR }.KJTO.PJZED RICKSHAWS. 

19 The rates of fare for motorized riclcs-h:aw shall be as follows: 

20 (a) . On a t}me basis, not more than $12. 50 for the first half hour orjhiction thereof, and 

21 $ J 2. 50 for each succeeding half hour orfraction thereof F'or each additional passenger abo-ve two, not 

22 more than $6.25perpassenger for thefirst halfhour and each succeeding halfhour; 

23 (b) On a mileage basis, not more than $1 for the first mile orjrflction thereof, and 50 fer 

24 each additional halfmile orfraction thereof; 

25 
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(c) · Said rates as to time and mileage shall be computedfrom the time andplace said 

ricksh.aw ·was dispatched to the passenger until it is returned to the point of origin. 

(d) Drbe:rs of motorized rickshaws shall complete· an accurate ri'aybill as described i n 

Section 1127 o.fthis Article. 

DIVISION VILL\«JUSINES 

'· 
SEC. 1165. INSPECT!O ... V OFLil&OUSINE WAYBILLS. 

(a) Any Police Officer or the Taxi Commission Executi"ve Director, or his or her desi gnee, 

m0; upon request, inspect the waybill of any charter party carrier o.f passenger.s operating 1'fith in the 

City and Count)• for the purpose o.f verifYmg ya/idprearrange_d frf!Vel. As required by Part 3. 01 

General Order 157 C ofthe Califomia Public Utilities Commission, the waybill must include th e 

following: · 

(1) Name ofcarrier and TCP number; 

(2) Vehicle license pl-ate number; 

(3) Drh•er's name; 

(4) }fame and address of per~on requesting or arranging tlw charter; 

(5) Time and date when ch.arter was arranged; 

(6) Whether the transportation was an•£w1.ged by telephone or written contract 

(7) }lumber of per.sons in the charter group; 

(8) iation .. \Tame of at least one passenger in the traveling party; or identifying inforn 

o}"the travelingparty's affiliation; and, 

(9) Points a/origination and designation. 

The party a-rr-anging the transportation mitst have exclusi"ve use of the ".Jehicle. 

(b) aunty Any per.son operating a charter party ca-rJ"ier of passengers ·within the City and G 

·who, upon request by a Police Officer, or the Taxi Commission Executive Director, or his or her 
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designee, fails or refuses to produce his or her 1~·eybillfor inspection is guilty of an infraction 

punishable under Section 1185. 

SEC. 1166. lIBSERVED. 

DIVISION V!I E..VPLOYER'S BUS STANDS 

SEG. l: !:'7-{}. i7?ESER "!LED. 
-

SEC. 1171. RESERVED. 

DIVISION VI!I RENTAL VEHICLES 
. 

SECS. ll:75 1180. .R.ESEJ{VED. 

DIVISION IX .REST.R!CTED A...1?EAS 

SECS.1183 1183.40. RESERVED. 

DIVIS!O"VXPE}l4LT-JES 

SEC. 1185. PE.l'l4LTIES. 

(a) Violations Chargeabk as .Afisdemeanors or In.fractions,' Assisting or Inducing Violatim 'l. 

Unless otherr~·ise specified in this Article, anyper~on violating any Section of this Article shall be 

deemed guilty ofa misdemeanor or an infraction. It sliall be a violation of this Ar-Ocle to kno1~ingly 

assist or knowingly induce another to -..;iolate apro-..;ision ofthisArticle. 

(b) }Jisdenzeanor Penalties. Upon corn:iction a.fa -..;iolation charged as a misdemeanor, the 

person so convicted shall be subject to afine ofnot more than $500 or imprisonment in the Gounty Jai l 
. . 

at for period o.fnot more than six months, or by both suc,'1fine and imprisonment; proi!ided; ho .. weiler, th 

anyperson or entitylliolatingSections 1078 (requiringpermits), 1084(b) or (c) (notification o.fdeath 

pennittee; lease of permit ofdeceasedpermittee), 1089 (reqitiring driver~permits), 1091through109 3 

(requiring insurance), or 1110 (false statements) ofthisArticle sh,all, upon con?.Jiction therdo.f; be 

subject to afine ofnoi more than $1, 000 or irnpriSonment in the County Jail for period o.fnot more 

than six months, or by both suclifine and imprisonrnent. \ 
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1 (c) · Infraction Penalties. Upon C079;'liction o_fa violation. ch&ged as an infractio_n, the person 

2 so co1nictedshall bepunishedfor thefirst offense by afine o.fnot less than $10 nor more than $50, and 

3 fer a second and any additional 'liolation of the same provision within one ye& by afine of not less 

4 than $20 and not more than $100;pro'lided, ho!Ve'ler, thatfor violations of'Section 1078 (requiring 

5 permits) and Section 1165 (inspection of limousine waybills) charged as an infraction, the person so 

6 con;:ictedshall bepunishedfor thefirst offense by afine not to exceed one.hundred dollars ($100),fer 

7 a second 'liolation of the same pro-vision ·within one year by afine not to exceed two hundred dollars · 

8 ($200), an~for a third and any additional violation of the same pro-vision within one ye& by afine not· 

9 to eiceedft-ve hundred dollars ($500). 

10 (d) Violations of Taxi Commission's Rules. Upon conviction of a violation o_ftlw Taxi 

11 Com.mission's Rules, the person so convicted may be punished by afine as follor~'S: 

12 (I) ... 12or regulations classified as }&inor under the Commission's Rules, aflne of$25 

13 for the first 'liolation, $50 fer a second -violation of the regulation within one year of the first 'liolation, 

14 and $150 for a third or additional 'liolation ofthe regulation·within one year of the first violation. 

15 (2) For regulqtions classified as }Joder-ate under· the Commission's Rules, afine of 

16 $75 for thefirst violation, $150 for a second violation ofthe regulation within one year of the first 

17 violatien, and$ 450 for a third or additional violation of the regulation within one year ofthefirst 

18 'liolation. 

19 (3) Fer regulatio™: classified as 1'&ajor under the Commission's Rules, afine o.f$250 

2 0 for the first violation, $ 400 for a second ",liolation of the regulation ·within one year o.fthefirst violation, 

21 and $500 for a thir~ or additional violation o.fthe regulation within one year of the first violation. 

22 . SEC. 1186. FULL TlldE DRIVING REQUI.l?EAfE}lT; VIOLATIOZ1lS; AD}..ffNIST.RATIVE 

23 PEVALTIES. 

24 (a) Pull Time Driving Requirement. The holder ofa taxicab permit shall be a full time 

25 dri'ver asprovided in Section 1081. 

Supervisor Wiener 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

146 
Page 77 I 



1 (b) Administratlve Penalties. The Taxi Commission (the Comrnission) may ilnpose 

2 administrative penalties for -violations of the full time drf;:ing requirement, in accor-dance with the 

3 procedures e~tablished in Section 1188. 

4 (c) Amo'bfl1;t o.FPenalty. The administratlvepenalties assessed against the permit holder by 
' 

5 the Commission sliall not exceed the Gmiount o.fany lease fees collected by the permit holder during the 

6 period that the permit holder. ·was in Yiolation o.fthe full time dri"ving requirement. Where the pennit 

7 holder does not collect leasefees, the Commission mGC)' irnpose administratiYepenalties not to exceed 

8 $140 for each day or $30 for each, hour the permit holder fails to drtve· short of the applicable standard 

9 for compliance. 

10 In determining the amount ofthepenalty in an' individual case, the Commission shall take into 

11 account: · 

12 (i_ \ 
'/ Whether the pennit holder has in the past 'liolated the f'lill time dri'ling 

.l requirement, other pro11isions o.fA.rticle ! 6, the Ta:xi Commission's rules and regulations, or state law 

14 relevant to the operation ofa t(JXicab permit; 

15 (ii) Whether the pennit holder concealed or attempted to conceal his or her non 

16 cornpliance with thefull time _driving requirement; and 

17 (iii) Such, additiorui!Jactors as tfw Commission may determine are €lJJPropriate. 

18 SEC. 1187. CQ},!MJSS!ONRULESA1'1D .REGUL4T!O}IS; VIOL4T!01'lS; AD}JJNISTRATWE 

19 PENALTIES. 

20 (a) AdministratiY"e Penalties. The Taxi Commission (the Commission) may inpose 

21 administrati·:e penalties for violations o.fthe Commission's rules and regulations, in accordance ·with 

22 · the procedures established in Section 1188. 

23 (b) Amount of Penalty. F'or regulations classified as },finer under the Commission's Rules, 

24 there shall ·be a penalty not to exceed $25 for the first 7iolation, $50 for a second violation of the 

25 
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f'egukltien within one .:y•e£ff- e;fthe·fe-st· ...,.iokltion, and $15(} feF a th#d o:P. Gldditionfil. -viokltion o.€.the . . 4 

regulatien ·within one year of'thefir~t violation. 

)..l?or regul~ons classified as },!oderate under the Co~imission 's Rules, there shrill be a penalty no t to 

exceed $75 for the first ·violation, $15(} for a second ...,.iolation of the regulation ·within one year of the 

first violation, and $ 45(} for a third or additional -viokltion. o.fthe regulation ·within one year of the first 

viokltion. 

For regulations classified as },!ajor under the Commission's Ritles, there shall be apenrilty net to 

.£the eicceed $250 for the first ...,.iolation, $ 400 for a second "'?iolation of the regulation ·within one year 0 

first violation, and $500 for a third or additional •liolation of the regulation ·within. one year of the first 

:violation. 

In detennining the amount 0£the penalty in an indbiduril case, the Commission shrill take into ace aunt: 

(i) Whether the permit holder has in the past ...,.iolated the foil time driving 

requirement, otherpro...,.isions o.fArticle 16, the Taxi Commission's rules and regulations, or state lcrw 

releYant to the operation ofa taxicab permit; 

"(ii) Whether the pennit holder concealed or attempted to conceril his or her non 

complianc~ with the Commission's rules and regulations; and; 

(iii) Such additional fact"ors es the Commission may determine are appropriate. 

SEC. 1187.1. OPEP • .ATING WITHOUTA PEil..MIT; VIOL4TIONS; AD}.mrJSTRATIVE 

PE.Z'VALTIES. 

(a) Permit Required. Anyperson opemting a motor vehicle as a taxicab or other motor 

vehicle for hire licemed under this Article must have apennit as required in &ction 1 (}78. 

(b) Administratiye Penalties. The Taxi Commiision (the Commission.) may impose 

administrative penalties for ...,.iolations ofthe permit requirement, in accordance ·with the procedur es 

established in Section 1188. The penalties may be assessed against the driver or against the whicl e's 
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1 owner if it is proven that the dri"ver operated the 1>'ehicle as a taxicab ivith the 01~·ner's knowledge. These 

2 penalties are in addition to any other penalties or methods a/enforcement authorized by law. 

3 Ji'orpurposes ofSection 1188, the ".liolator s.kiall be referred to as "thepennit holder." lfanypenalties 

4 are notpaid to the Ta,ci Commission within 30 days ofthe notice, the Commission shall refer the 

5 wpaidperialties to the Bureau ofDelinquent Revenue. 

6 (c) Amount of Penalty. The administrative penalties assessed against the -;iolator by the 

7 Commission shall not exceed two thousandfive hundred dollars ($2, 500) ]'or afirst violGttion or jive 

8 thousand dollars ($5, 000) for a subsequent ".liolation. 

9 In determining the arnount o.fthe penalty in an individual case, the Commission shall take into account: 

10 (i) Whether the violator has in the past violated the permit requirement, other 

11 pro..,,·isions ·a/Article 16, the Taxi Commission's rules and regulations, or state law rek,,,ant to the 

12 operation ofa taxicab permit; 

(ii) Whether the -;iolator concealed or atten'ljJted to conceal his or her non 

14 con'lpliance with the permit requirement; tfnd 

.15 

16 

17 

(iii) Such additional factor~ as the Commission may determine. are appropriate. 

SEC. 1188. PROCEDURES F'OR ADA1INISTP . .ATIV~ .i'EA;4LTIES. 

(a) Director's }-lotice. C'jJon a determination that apennit holder has ".liolated thefull time 

18 driving requirenient or the Commission's rules and regulations, the Executive Director of the Taxi 

· 19 Commission (the Director) s.71.all send a written notice, byfirst class mail or hand delivery, to the 

2 O pennit holder, at the address listed in the Taxi Commission's records, identifying and describing the · 

21 alleged 7iolations and stating the amount of the administn;;,tiV.e penalty to be in'ljJosed The notice shall 

22 also inforn~ the per~mit holder that he or she has the right to request a fact finding hearing on the 

23 alleged violations and the proposedpenalty byfiling such a request within 15 business days of the date 

24 o.fthe notice. The Director and the permit holder may modify the Director'spfoposed decision by 

25 
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1 mutual consent. If the pennit holder does not request a fact finding hearing ·within· the 15 days, the 

2 decision of the Director shall befinal. 

3 (b) Scheduling o.f ... T?actfinding Hearing. Whene..,.er a fact finding hearing is requ.ested under 

4 subsection (a) above, the Director within I 0 business days of receiving the request shall notifl the 

5 pennit holder of the date, time, andplace o,fthe hearing byfirst class mail or hand delbery. Such 

6 hearing sh.all be held no sooner than 20 business days and no later than 40 business days after the 

7 Director receives the request for a hearing, unless the time is extended by mutual agreement o.fthe 

8 perryn,it holder and the Director. Notice ofhearings shall be posted on the Commission's web site at 

9 · least 72 hours in advance ofthe hearings. 

10 . (c) Hearing Officers. The Director sh,all appoint a hearing officer for the factfindi~ 

11 hearingfrom a list approved by the Commission. The hearing officer shall not be an enployee of the 

12 Taxi Commission or the Police Department. 

13 (d) Submittals .for the Hearing. At least 5 business days prior to the hearing, the parties to 

14 the hearing sh,all submit ·written infonnation to the hearing officer including,· but not limited to, the 

15 follo·wing: it statement ofthe issues to be determined by the hearing CJfficer, a statement ofthe e'.lidence 

16 to be offered at the hearing and the identity of any ·witnesses to appear at the h'earing. The ·written 

17 ·infonnation shall not exceed 10 double spacedpages, excluding exhibits. 

18 (e) Conduct o.fthe Hearing. The hearing shall be open to the public and tape recorded. Any 

19 party to the_ hearing may, at his or her own expense, cause the hearing to be recor~ed by a certified 

2 0 court reporter. During the hearing, evidence and testimony may be presented to the hearing officer. 

21 Parties may be represented by counsel and have the right to cross examine witnesses. All testimony 

22 sh,all be given under oath. 

23 The hearing need not be conducted according to fonnal rules of procedure. and e'.lidence, but no -
.· 

24 decision slwll be based solely on hearsay e-;idence. The hearing officer may make reasonable rulings to 

25 · ensure a fair and efficient hearing. 
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1 (j) Proposed Decision. The hearing officer sh,all, ·within ten business days after the 

2 conclusion of the hearing, present a proposed decision_ including ·written findings and recommendations 

3 regardingpenalties to the Commission. The hearing officer shall at that time transmit his or her 

4 decision to the pennit holder by certified mail directed to the mo~t recent address on file with the 

5 Commission for the permit holder. The Commission shall post at its office a notice that Gt copy of the 

6 proposed decision is available for public inspection during nor7nal business hour~. 

7 (g). Commission Action. The Executbe Director shallplace the hearing officer'sproposed 

8 decision on the Commission's consent calendar for the next sc-heduled meeting occur7"ing not less than 

9 ten calendar days Gtjter entry ofthe Director's.decision. The Director shall also submit the recording o.f 

1 0 the hearing and any written materials submitted in connection with the hearing. The proposed decision 

11. sliall be a recommendation to the Commission, and the Commission may adopt, rnodify, or deny such, 

12 recommendation,. or may reniand the matter fo the hearj,ng officer forfurtherproceedings. The 

3 Com,mission may act on the hearing officer'sproposed decision and the recordpresented; it mey not 

14 rehear· the case. The Commission shall sene itsfinal decision upon the.par1ies to the hearing andpost 

15 the decision in the scune manner aspro-vide~for herein ·with respect to the hearing officer'sproposed 

16 decision. · · 

17 (h) Collection. Jftlw Commissionfinds against the permit holder and imposes 

18 adm-inistrati"ve penalties, the Commission's decision shall state the amount of the penalties and declare 

19 that they are due andpayable to the City and County ofScu'l Francisco ·within 30 days ofthe date ofthe 

20 decision, p~o•·ided thGtt the Executive Director may agree to Gt reasonablepeyment schedule not to 

21 exceed the pennit holder's income on Gt mqnthly basis. If the pentilties are notpaid to the Taxi 

22 Commission within 30 da:ys qfthe notice, the Commission may move to suspend or revoke the permit. 

23 (i) Other Penalties. The penalties and methods o.fenforcement set forth in this Section and 

24 in Sections 1186and1187 are in addition to those set forth in Sections 1090 andl185 o.fthis Code and· 

25 in addition. to any other penalties or methods of enforcement authoriud by law. 
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1 Section 11. The Business and Tax Regulations Code is hereby amended by repealing 

2 Section 76.5, as follows: 

3 SEC. 76.5. D.RIVER OF?vfOTOR VEHICLE.F'ORHI.RE; .RENEWAL OFAlvNUALL!CEVSE. 

4 (a) · }fotwithstanding the provisions of'Section 76 of this Gode or Sections 2.16 c:mli I 089 of 

5. ·the Police Code: 

6 (1) A permit holder who rene1vs his or her motor vehicle for hire dri"ver 's permit on 

7 or after ~l?ehruary I butprior to },{arch I mustpay an additional JO percent ofthe amount ofthe stated 

8 license fee to the Tax Collector as apenalty for nonpayment. 

9 (2) Apennit holder ·who.rene1vs his or her motor y.ehiclefor hire drh'er'spermit on 

1 O or after },{arch I butprior to April 1 mustpay an additional 15perceni ofthe anwunt ofthe stated 

11 license fee to the Tax Collector as apenaltyfor nonpfi)ment. 

12 (3 A per*Zit holder who renews his or. her motor ·vehicle for hire dri-ver'sjJermit on 

13 or after April 1 ~utprior to }.fay· I must: 

14 ~4) Complete an application for a motor .,,,,chicle for hire driver's per*lit 

15 under Police Code Section I 089 andpay the applicable pennitfiling .fee under P olic·e Gode Section 

16 2.26.1, and 

17 (B) Pay the Glpplicable licensefee under Police Code Section 2.27.1, andan 

18 additional 25percent ofthe amount ofthe stated license .fee to the Tax Collector as apenaf;ty for 

19 nonpayment. 

20 (b) !fa permit holder fails to renew his or her motor Y.ehicle for hire driY.er'sper*Zit by }.fay 

21 1; the pem~it shall expire by operation a.flaw on that date and the permit holder must obtain a new 

22 pemiitpursuant to Police Gode Section 1089 andpa)· all applicable fees, including the per7nitji!ingfee 

23 under Police Gode Section 2. 26.1, in order to operate a motor Y.ehicle for hire; pro•'ided, however, that 

24 in order to involw these pro-visions, the Taxi Commission must have sent notice to the per*lit holder 

25 
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prior to }rfay 1 explaining that the pennit is qbout to expire and the effect o.fthat expiration on 

obtaining a new permit. 

Section 12. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

the official title of the ordinance. 

Section 13. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become ef!ective 30 days after 

enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance~ 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

I:?y: 
MARIAM M. MORLEY 
Deputy City Attorney 

18 n:\ptc\as2014\1000467\00925646.doc 
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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Transportation, Police, Administrative, Business, and Tax Regulations Codes - Motor 
Vehicles for Hire] 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's 
authority to designate staff to enforce parking laws; grant the San Francisco Municipal 
Transportation Agency authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to 
enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or 
operating a taxi without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a 
functioning taximeter; and making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party 
carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections 
governing motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax Regulations 
and Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle 
for hire permits. 

Existing Law 

The SFMTA has exclusive authority to regulate taxis in San Francisco, and has enacted a 
regulatory scheme governing taxis in Article 1100 of Division II of the transportation Code. 
Article 16 of the Police Code governed taxis when they were regulated by the Police 
Commission, and later, by the Taxi Commission. For the most part, the provisions of Article 
16 have been superseded by amendments to Division I and Division II of the Transportation 
Code adopted after this Board placed taxis under the jurisdiction of the SFMT A The 
provisions of Article 16 are now duplicative of, in direct conflict with, or inconsistent with taxi 
regulations contained in Divisions I and II of the Transportation Code. 

The SFMTA does not have subpoena power in the context of its role as the agency that 
enforces taxi _regulations. The administrative per:ialty for driving or operating a motor vehicle 
for hire in Sari Francisco is a fine of $5000, but the criminal penalty for the same conduct is a 
fine of no more than $1000. Article 7 of Division I of the Transportation Code designates 
certain violations of motor vehicle for hire regulations (found in Article 1100 of Division II of the 
Transportation Code) as misdemeanors. Operation of a taxi without a functioning taximeter, 
and refusal by the driver of a charter party carrier(limousine) to produce a waybill upon 
request have not yet been designated as criminal violations. 

Amendments to Current Law 

This legislation would repeal Article 16 of the Police Code in its entirety, and would repeal 
sections of the Police Code governing application fees, issuance fees, and renewal fees for 
taxi permits. It would also repeal Section 76.5 of the Business and Tax Regulations Code, 
which has been superseded by Sections 1105 and 1108 of Division 11 of the Transportation 
Code governing renewal of taxi driver permits. 
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FILE NO. 120967 
SUBSTITUTED 

06/10/2014 

This legislation would grant the SFMTA subpoena power to facilitate its investigations of 
potential violations of SFMTA's taxi regulations. It would also allow a hearing officer to 
subpoena documents or testimony, at the request of the SFMTA or the respondent, in the 
context of an administrative proceeding challenging an SFMTA determination that respondent 
has violated SFMTA's taxi regulations. This legislation would amend Section 3.1 (e) of the 
Transportation Code to clarify the authority of the Director of Transportation to designate 
SFMTA staff members who may enforce parking laws, ar:id would delete Section 3.1 (f), which 
currently makes such designations. It would amend Article 7 of the Transportation Code to 
increase the criminal fine for driving or operating a taxi without a permit. And it would amend 
Article 7 to make it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter, or to 
refuse to produce a limousine waybill upon request. · 

This legislation would add Section 1.4 to Division I of the Transportation Code confirming this 
Board's 2008 transfer of jurisdiction over taxis to the SFMT A. It would also renumber as 
Section 1.5 of the Transportation Code the current Section 7.4 of that Code, which requires 
the SFMTA to report quarterly to the Board of Supervisors on its efforts to improve taxi service 
in San Francisco. This legislation would amend Article 7 of the Transportation Code by 
renumbering existing Sections 7.3.1 - 7.3.11. · 

Background Information 

In December of 2008, this Board exercised its authority under Charter Section 8A.101 (b) to 
abolish the Taxi Commission and transfer its functions to the SFMTA. Under Section 
8A.101 (b ), the SFMTA has exclusive authority over taxis, and its regulations supersede all 
previously-adopted ordinances governing taxis or other motor vehicles for hire that conflict 
with or duplicate s.uch regulations. In February of 2009, the SFMTA Boarc;I adopted Article 
1100 of Division II of the Transportation Code governing motor'vehicles for hire, and the 
SFMTA Board has continued, periodically, to amend Article-1100 and Article 300 (Fines and 
Fees) of Division II such that they provide a comprehensive scheme of taxi regulation. In 
addition, in March of 2011 this Board adopted, as amended, legislation recommended by the 
SFMTA Board that moved the provisions criminalizing certain taxi violations from Article 16 of 
the Police Code to Article 7 of the Transportation Code, and classified other violations of the 
SFMTA's taxi regulations as misdemeanors un~er Article 7. This legislation, also 
recommended by tl!e SFMTA Board, would complete the process by moving to the 
Transportation Code a few sections of the Police Code related to motor vehicles for hire, and 
repealing the rest. 

n:\ptc\as2014\1000467\00930428.doc 
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Transportation 
Agency Edward D. Reiskin, Director of Transportation 

June 17, 2014 

The Honorable Members of the Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
1 Dr. Carlton Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

SUBJECT: Ordinance Amending the Transportation, Police, Administrative, and 
Business and Tax Regulations Codes 

Honorable Members of the Board of Supervisors: 

The San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) requests that the San Francisco 
Board of Supervisors adopt the attached ordinance, which adds several taxi-related sections to the 
Trmisportation Code and repeals superseded sections of the Police Code, the Business and Tax 
Regulations Code, and the Administrative Code relevant to taxis. Adoption of this ordinance wili' 
facilitate the SFMTA's efforts to improve taxi service in San Francisco. 

Background and Purpose of the Legislation 

Police Code Repeal 

The SFMTA currently has exclusive authority to regulate taxis in San Francisco. Prior to the SFMTA 
obtaining jurisdiction over taxis, the Police Department, and later the Taxi Commission, regulated 
motor vehicles for hire including taxis, through Article 16 of the Police Code. Beginning in 2009, many · 
of the provisions of Article 16 were superseded by amendments to Division I of the Transportation 
Code adopted by the BOS, and by the comprehensive regulatory scheme for taxis enacted by the 
SFMTA in Division II, Article 1100 of the Transportation Code. Therefore, the provisions of Article 16 
of the Police Code, and the other ordinances that the attached ordinance would repeal, are now either 
duplicative of or inconsistent with the taxi regulations contained in the Transportation Code. This 
creates confusion among both members of the taxi industry and members of the public. 

At its meeting of November 16, 2010, the SFMTA Board recommended legislation to the Board of 
Supervisors moving several existing taxi-related misdemeanors from the Police Code to the 
Transportation Code, and adding new taxi-related misdemeanors to the Transportation Code. That 
legislation was ultimately adopted by the Board of Supervisors, with minor amendments, in March 
2011. (Ordinance No. 45-11, File No. 101422). The attached ordinance will complete the process of 
consolidating the Municipal Code's taxi regulations into the Transportation Code by deleting remaining 
taxi-related provisions from the Police, Administrative and Business and Tax Regulations Codes. It will 
also amend the Transportation Code in the manner outlined in more detail below. 

Subpoena Power 

The SFMTA does not currently have the authority to compel the production of testimony or other 
evidence in the context of its role as the agency that enforces taxi regulations. Currently, when a permit 
holder or applicant challenges the SFMTA's decision regarding a permit, inclu_ding revocation or denial 

1 South Van Ness Avenue 7th Floor, San Francisco, CA 94103 415.701.4500 www.sfmta.com 
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of a permit, the SFMTA may only use as evidence at the hearing any records that are in its own files. 
For example, if there are allegations that a medallion applicant was traveling out of the country at the 
time that he or she claimed to be driving, the SFMTA has no ability to require the applicant to show his 
or her passport as evidence at .the hearing. In addition, neither the SFMTA nor the permit holder may 
subpoena witness testimony or other evidence to a hearing challenging an SFMTA decision to deny; 
suspend or revoke a taxi permit. Adoption of this ordinance would make it simpler and. more efficient 
for SFMTA Taxi Services· to investigate permit applications and for permit holders and the SFMTA to 
present all relevant evidence at a taxi permit hearing . 

. Increased Penalties 

The administrative penalty for operating a motor vehicle for hire without a permit in San Francisco is 
$5,000.00 under Division II, Section 1105(a) of the Transportation Code. However, the criminal 
penalty for the same conduct is a fme of no more than $1,000.00. This creates a substantial disparity 
between _the consequences to the operator of an illegal motor vehicle for hire, depending on whether he 
or she is apprehended by SFMTA Taxi Investigators or by the San Francisco Police Department. These 
amendments increase the criminal penalty to the amount allowed by state law to make it more consistent 
with the current administrative penalty. 

New Misdemeanors 

These amendments will make it a misdemeanor for a taxi to operate without a functioning taximeter, as 
this often leads to :fraudulent conduct and' for an operator of a charter party carrier to refuse to produce a 
waybill upon request by a Police Officer, or a person authorized to enforce the provisions of Article 
1100 of the Transportation Code. 

Other Approvals 

The SFMTA Board of Directors passed a resolution on June 5, 2012 (Resolution No. 12-081) 
recommending that the BOS adopt the attached ordinance. 

Recommendation 

The SFMTA requests that the San Francisco Board of Supervisors adopt this ordinance. 

Thank you for your consideration of these proposed amendments· and for your continued support of the 
SFMTA. Should you have any questions or require more information, please do not hesitate to contact 
me at any time. 

Edward D. Reiskin 
Director of Transportation 
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Ausberry, Andrea 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: . 
Attachments: · 

Andrea 

Martinsen, Janet [Janet.Martinsen@sfmta.com] 
Tuesday, July 08, 2014 4:32 PM 
BOS Legislation (BOS); Carroll, John (BOS); Ausberry, Andrea 
Toran, Kate 
FW: The Police Code Legislation that Supervisor Wiener is Sponsoring (Taxi 
BoS briefing letter-Police Code Repeal 6 11 14.pdf 

Please add the attached briefing letter to the record for File #120967. 

Thanks 

.. Janet L. Martinsen 
Local Government Affairs Liaison 
~,,_ 

~,.~":~y;··, ';~ SFMTA 
:;; .Jr ~-~~ 
. "' 

janet.martinsen@sfmta.com 
415-701-4693w; 415-701-4737f 
www.sfmta.com 

Find us on: i~'~ LI ;ti~; 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
MUNICIPAL TRANSPORTATION AGENCY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

RESOLUTION No. 12-081 

. · WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance is the second part oflegislation that the Board of Directors 
·recommended to the Board of Supervisors in at its meeting of November 16, 2010, for the purpose of 
n10ving motor vehicle for hire(MVFH) related ordinances into the Transportation Code. The Board of 
Supervisors approved tbe ordinance with amendments in March, 201 L (Ordinance No. 45-11, File No. 
101422). That.ordinance moved existing motor vehicle for hire related misdemeanors from the Police Code 
to the Transportation Code, and added additional motor vehicle for hire related misdemeanors. 

' 
WHEREAS, The prior ordinance also granted: authority to Taxi Services• field enforcement staff to 

enforc.e only specified pai'kjng regufations that are particularly relevant to taxis and limousines. However, 
that provision proved unnecessary and is deieted in favor of the Director ofTi'ansportation's general 
authority to del<?gate such authority with fle:xibility to any SFMT A employee as needed; and, · 

WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance would authorize the SFMTA to subpoena witnesses, . 
documents and reco.rds as needed in administrative proceedings for enforcement ofMVFB regulatioi1s. 
C.urrently parties adverse to the SFMTA in adiuini~trative hearings are able to get all public documents to 
advance their case, but the SFMTA is not able to require the production of any evidence outside of its own 
fil~s that would ·sup~ort its position; and, · 

WHEREAS, The proposed ordinance would.additionally authorize the iniposition of maximum 
a!lowabl~ fines for a charter party carrier that exceeds its charter by picking up street-hails ($2,500 for the 
first offense and $5,0po for subsequent offenses);. 

. WHEREAS. The proposed ordinance would have the effect of removing the jurisdiction of the 
Board of Appeals from taxi permit hearings, whiCh had been granted by ordinance in the Police Code and is 
not reproduced in the Tra~sportatfon Code; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Sa·n Francisco Municipal Transportation Age:ncy Board of Directors 
recommends ti1at the Board of Supervisors amend Transportation Cotj.e, Division I to repeal Article 16 of · 
the Police Code and tra'.nsforthe remaining provisions of that Artfole tq Division I of the Transportation 
Code; and (1) clarifying the authority of the Director of Transportation to designate staff who may enforce 
parking laws and deleting Section 3. l(f), which makes such designations, (2) authorizing the SFMTA to 

, subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to its enforcement of motor vehicle for hite regulations, (3} 
increasing penalties for operating a motor vehicle for hire without a permit, ( 4) renumbering sections for 
clarity and.(5) eliminating outdated provisions of the Busine.ss Tax and Regulations Code. 

I certify that the foregoing resolution was .adopted by the San Francisco Municipal Trfilisportati~n Agency 
Board of Directors at its meeting ofJune 5, 2012. · 

/Z.~ 

Secretary to the Board of Directors 
· San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency 

159 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Regina Dick-Endrizzi, Director, Small Business 
Ed Reiskin, Executive Director, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Greg Suhr, Chief, Police Department 

FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development 
Committee, Board of Supervisors 

DATE: June 18, 2014 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Development Committee has received the 
following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on June 10, 2014: 

File No. 120967 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of 
Transportation's authority to designate s~ff to enforce parking laws; grant 
the Municipal Transportation Agency authority to subpoena evidence and 
testimony relevant to enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; making 
it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter; and 
making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to refuse 
to produce a waybill; amending the Police Code to repeal all sections 
governing motor vehicles for hire; and amending the Business and Tax 
Regulations and Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees 
related to motor vehicle for hire permits. 

If you have any additional comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them 
to me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102. 

c: Christian Murdock, Acting Commission Secretary 
Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Dillon Auyoung, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Roberta Boomer, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Christine Fountain, Police Department 
lnsp. John Monroe, Police Commission 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD!TTY No. 554-5227 

M E.M 0 RAND UM 

TO: · Ed Reiskin, Executive Director, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Chief Greg Suhr, Police Department 

FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development Committee 
Board of Supervisors 

DATE: October 10, 2012 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Development Committee has 
received the following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on 
September 25, 2012. This matter is being referred to your department informational 
purposes only and no additional action is required. 

File No. 120967 

Ordinance: 1) amending the San Francisco Transportation Code, Division I, by: 
a) adding Section 1.4 confirming the transfer of jurisdiction over taxicab·s to the 
San Francisco Municipal Transport~tion Agency (SFMTA) as originally 
memorialized in former Police Code Section 1075; b) adding Section 1.5, which 
is former Section 7.4 of the Transportation Code, requiring SFMTA to report 
quarterly to the Board of Supervisors on its progress increasing and improving 
taxi service; c) adding Section 1.6 consisting of former Section 1135.1 (d) of the 
·Police Code; d) amending Section 3.1 (e) to clarify the authority of th~ Director of 
. Transportation to designate staff who may enforce parking laws, and deleting 
Section 3.1 (f), which makes such designations; e) adding Section 3.5 granting 
the SFMTA authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to its 
enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; f) amending .. Article 7 by 
renumbe.ring existing Sections 7 .3.1 - 7 .3.11; g) amending Section 7 .3.50 to 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; h) adding 
Section 7 .3.56 making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 
taximeter; i) adding Section 7.3.57 making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a 
charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; and j) deleting Section 7.4; 2) 
amending. the San Francisco Police Code by repealing Article 16 in its entirety; 
and 3) amending the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code by 
repealing Section 76.5. 

1 61 



If you do wish to submit any reports or documentation to be included as part of the file, 
please send those to me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton 
B. Goodlett Place, $c:m Francisco, CA 94102. · 

c: Kate Breen, Municipal Transportation Agency 
Janet Martinsen, Municipal Transportation Agency 

· Christine Fountain, Police Department 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Regina Dick-Endrizzi, Director 
Chris Schulman, Commission Secretary 
Small Business Commission, City· Hall, Room 448 

FROM: Alisa Miller, Clerk, Land Use and Economic Development Committee 
Board of Supervisors 

DATE: October 10, 2012 

SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
Land Use & Economic Development Committee 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Economic Deve.lopment Committee has 
received . the following substitute legislation, which is being referred to the Small 
Business Commission for comment and recommendation. The Commission may 
provide any response it deems appropriate within 12 days from the date of this referral. 

File No. 120967 

Ordinance:· 1) amending the San Francisco Transportation Code, Division I, by: 
a) adding Section 1.4 confirming the transfer of jurisdiction over taxicabs to the 
San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency (SFMTA) as originally 
memorialized in former Police Code Section 1075; b) adding Section 1.5, which. 
is former Section 7.4 of the Transportation Code, requiring SFMTA to report 
quarterly to the Board of Supervisors on its progress increasing and improving 
taxi service; c) adding Section 1.6 consisting of former Section 1135.1 (d) of the 
Police Code; d) amending Section 3.1 (e) to clarify the authority of the Director of 
Transportation to designate staff who may enforce parking laws, and deleting 
Section 3.1 (f), which makes such designations; e) adding Section 3.5 granting 
the SFMTA authority to subpoena evidence and testimony relevant to its 
enforcement· of rriotor vehicle for hire regulations; f) amending Article 7 by 
renumbering existing Sections 7.3.1 - 7.3.11; g) .amending Section 7.3.50 to 
increase the penalty for driving or operating a taxi without a permit; h) adding 
Section 7.3.56 making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning 
taximeter; i) adding Section 7.3.57 making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a 
charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; and~J) deleting Section 7.4; 2) 
amending the San Francisco Police Code by repealing Article 16 in its entirety; 
and 3) amending the San Francisco Business and Tax Regulations Code ·by 
repealing Section 76.5. · 
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Please return this cover sheet with the Commission's response to me at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 

**************************************************************************************************** 

RESPONSE FROM SMALL BUSINESS COMMISSION - Date: ______ _ 

-No Comment 

Recommendation Attached 

Chairperson, Small Business Commission 

164 



Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor 

Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

D I. For reference to Committee. 

An ord~ance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment. 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires" 

D 5. City Attorney request. 
~~~~~~~~~ 

D 6. Call File No. from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

IZI 8. Substitute Legislation Fil~ No. j 120967 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

D 9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

D 10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

J 11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 
1-..-~~~~~~~~~~~~~----' 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 
D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D P.lanning Commission D Buildip.g Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative 

. Sponsor(s): 

\Supervisor Wiener 

Subject: 

Transportation, Police, Admin!strative, and Business and. Tax Regulations Codes -Motor Veh.i.cles for Hire 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Ordinance amending the Transportation Code to clarify the Director of Transportation's authority to designate staff 
to enforce parking laws; grant the San Francisco Municipal Transportation Agency authority to subpoena evidence 
and testimony relevant to enforcement of motor vehicle for hire regulations; increase the penalty for driving or 
operating a taxi without a permit; making it a misdemeanor to operate a taxi without a functioning taximeter; and 
making it a misdemeanor for an operator of a charter party carrier to refuse to produce a waybill; and amending the 
Police Code to repeal all sections governing motor vehicles for hire and the Business and Tax Regulations and 
Administrative Codes to repeal sections governing fees related to motor vehicle for hire permits. 
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Signature of Sponsoring Supervisor: ___ 5tiM-=·-""''--~--·-=---=--.,,_-_,,,_(fJ-ll-·_c'"_·~--·-"-------
For Clerk's Use Only: 
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