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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San FranciscQ 94102-4689 
Tel No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD!ITY No. 554-5227 

M E M 0 .RA N D U M 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Supervisor Malia Cohen, Chair 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk 

April 20, 2015 

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE REPORT, BOARD MEETING 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015 

The foilowing file should be presented as a COMMITTEE REPORT at the Board meeting, 
Tuesday, April 21, 2015. This item was acted upon at the Committee Meeting on April 20, 
2015, at 1:30 p.m., bythevotes indicated. 

Item No. 37 File No. 150246 

Ordinance designating 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building), 
Assessor's Block No. 3542, Lot No. 017, as a Landmark under Planning Code, Article 1 O; 
and making environmental findings, and findings of consistency with the General Plan, 
and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

RECOMMENDED AS A COMMITTEE REPORT 
Vote: Supervisor Malia Cohen -Aye 

Supervisor Scott Wiener - Aye 
Supervisor Jane Kim - Aye 

c: E3oard of Supervisors 
Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 
Rick Caldeira, Deputy Legislative Clerk 
Jon Givner, Deputy City Attorney 
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FILE NO. 150246 ORDINANCE N.._. 

[Planning Code - La11dmark Designation - 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American 
Hall Building)] . 

Ordinance designating 2178:2174 Market Street {aka Swedish American Hall Building), 

Assessor's Block No. ·3542, Lot No. 017, as a Landmark under Planning Code, Article 

10; and making envirohmental findings, and findings of consistency.with the General 
. . 

Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions.to Codes are in strikethrough italics TimesNewRomanfont. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

B~ it ordained by the People of the City and Coi,mty of San Francisco: 

Section -1. Findings. 

(A) Pursuant tri Section 4.13~ of the Charter of the City and County of San 

15 Frari~isco, the Historic Preservation Commission has authority "to recommend approval, 

1q disapproval, or modification of landmark designations and historic district designations under 

17 the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors.'~ 

18 . (B) On June 15, 2011, with the support of the Planning Department, the Historic 

19 Preservation Commission added 2178-2174_Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall 

20 Building, Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, to the Landmark Designation Work Program. 

21 (C} Department Staff, Jonathan Lammers, who meets the Secretary of Interior's 

22 Professional Qualification Standards, prepared the Landmark Designation Report for 2178-
. . 

23 2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building) dated November 19, 2014. This 

24 Landmark Designation Report was reviewed by the· property owner for accuracy and 

25 conformance with the purposes and standards of Article 10. 

Supervisors Wiener, Cohen 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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1 (D) The Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of November 19, 

2 2014, reviewed Department staff's analysis· of 2178-2174 Market Street historical significance 

3 per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated November 19,2014. 

4 (E) On March 4, 2015, the Historic Preservation Commission passed Resolution No. 

5 745, initiating designation of 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building), 

6 Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, as a San Francisco Landmark pursuant to Section 1004.1 

7 of the Sa!l Francisco Planning Code. Such motion is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File 

140246 and incorporated herein by reference. 8 

9 (F) On March 4, 2015, after holding a pubHc hearing on the proposed designation 

1 o and having considered the specialized ahalyses prepared by Planning Department staff and 

11 the Landmark Designation Case Report, the Historic Preseryation Comf!lission recommended 

12 ·approval of the proposed landmark designation 2178-217 4 Market Street (aka Swedish 

13 American Hall Building), Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, in Resolution No. 7 45. Such 

14 resolution is on file with the Clerk of the Board in File No. 150246~ 

15 (G) Pursuant to Planning Code. Section 302; the Board of Supervisors ~nds that the 

16 proposed landmark designation of 2178-2174 MarkE?t Street (aka Swedish American Hall 

17 .Building), Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, will serve the public necessity, convenience and 

18 welfare. 

19 (H) The Board finds that the proposed landmark designation of 2178-217 4 Market 

20 Street {aka Swedish American Hall Building)., Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, is consistent 
. . .. . 

21 with the San Francjsco General Plan and with Planning Code Section 101.1(b) for the reasons 

22 set forth in Resolution No. 7 45, recommending approval of the proposed designation, ·which is 

23 incorporated h.erein by reference. 

24 (I) The Planning Department has determined that the actions contemplated in this 

25 Ordinance are in compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (California Pu~lic 

Supervisors Wiener, Cohen 
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1 Resources Code section 21000 et seq., "CEQA"). Specifically, the Planning Department has 

2 - determined the proposed Planning Code amendment is subject to a Categorical Exemption 

3 from CEQA pl}rsuant to Section 15308 of the Guidelines for Implementation of the statute for 

4 act(ons by regulatory ag~ncies for protection of the environment (specifically in this case, 

5 landmark designation). Said determination is o!1 file with the Clerk of the Board of 

6 Supervisors in File No. 150246 and is incorporated herein by reference. 

7 (J) The Board of Supervisors hereby finds that 2178-217 4. Market Street (aka 

8 Swedish American Hall), Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, ~as a special character and 

9 special historical, architectural, and aesthetic interest and value, and that its designation as a 

1 O Landmark will further the purposes of and conform to the standards set forth in Article 10 of 
. . 

11 the San Francisco Planning Code. 

12 Section 2: Designation._ Pursuant to Section 1004 of the Planning Code, 2178-2174 

13 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building), Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, is 

14 hereby designated as a San Francisco Landmark under Artide 10 of the Planning Code. 

15 Section 3. Required Data. 

16 (A). The description, location, and boundary of the Landmark site consists of the City 

17 parcel located at Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 3542, on the north side of Market Street, 

18 between Church and Sanchez Streets, in San Francisco's Upper-Market neighborhood. 

19 (B) The characteristics ~f the Lan~mark that justify its designation are described and 

20 shown in the Landmark Designation Case Report and other supporting materials contained in 

21 Planning Department Case Docket No. 2~11.0910L. In brief, 2178-2174_MarketStreet (aka 

22 Swedish American Hall Building), Lot n17 in Assessor's Block 3542 is eligible for local · 

23 designation under National Register of Historic Places Criteria A (association with events that 

24 have ma~e a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history), and C (association· 

25 with design and construction that embodies distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen · 
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1 method of construction). As to Criterion A, the Swedish American-Hall Building has significant 

2 and longstanding ass0ciations with S~n Francisco's Swedish and Scandinavian commu!li_ties. 

3 . Specifically, the.Swedish American Hall Building is the most significant extant building 
c 

4 associated with San Francisco's Swedish community, serving as a physical manifestation of 

5 collective history, culture and identity. The building likewise has deep and significant 

6 associations with the San Francisco's Scandinavian community as a whole, serving for 

7 decades as a centi:-al meeting place for a variety of Scandinavian social and fraternal groups. 

8 Since its construction the building has served a~ the home of the SWedish Society of 
. . 

g San Francisco, founded in .1875, while also providing a meeting place for many Swedish and 

1 o Scandinavian fraternal ~md social organli:ations. At the time the building was constructed, it 

11 represented the aspirations of pione~ring Swedes who began arriving in San Francisco during 

12 the Gold Rush, and who continued to come to the city during successive waves of Swedish 

13 immigration during the late 19th century. 

14 The .building is also emblematic of the development of a larger Scandinavian enclave in 

15 the fv'lission Dolores, Duboce Triangle and Upper Market area at the turn of the 20th century. 

16 For decad~ the Swedish American Hall Building served as home for businesses serving the 

17 Swedish community, including the Cafe Du Nord-opened in 1908-which today counts 

18 among San -Francisco's oldest saloons and restaurants operating continuously from the same 

19 location. 

20 As to Criterion C, the Swedish American Hall Building is also significant as an 

21 embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of construction, as 

22 well as for being an architecturally significant work cit master architect, August Nordin.",.The 

23 building's architectural finishes are unusually fine and demonstrate a superjor level of 

24 craftsmanship. The building's exte.rior employs a rich palate o~ materials and ornam~nt which 

25 conveys_ an unusually strong street presence commensurate with its use as a public meeting· 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
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1 hall. The int~rior features a number of lodge rooms that also feature superior detailing and are 

2 individualized such that each has its own distinctive identity, while remaining harmonious 

3 within the overall composition. The building's largest public assembly space, Freja Hall, 

4 features highly ornamental finishes and soaring. truss work that rank it among the finest 

5 expressions of the Arts & Crafts style in California. 

6 (C) . The particular features that shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as 

7 determined necessary, are those generally shown in photographs and described in the 

8 Landmark Designation Case Report, which can be found in Planning Department Docket No. 

9 2011.091 OL, and which are incorporated in this design~tion'·by reference as though fully set 

1 o forth. Specifically, the following exterior features shall be preserved or replaced in kind: 

11 

.12 

13 

14 

i. 

ii. 

In general, all exterior elevations, architectural ornament and rooflines; 

Primary (south) fayade: 

a. · Three story plus mezzanine and basem~nt height and massing; 

b. Cladding, Including polychrome brick with clinker brick accents in a 

15 Flemish b~nd at the fir:st story, and wood shingles and stucco cladding on the upper stories; 

16 c. . Primary entry including a shallow brick arch flanked by !arge wooden 

17 brackets and crowned with truss work supporting a gable hood featuring notched rafter tails 

18 and scalloped barge boards. This also includ~ the wooden dimensional letters at the base of 

19 the truss reading "Swedish American Hall," as well as the colored terrazzo threshold p~ving; 

20 d. Pink cornerstone at left of the entry s~ating "Erected by the Swedish 

21 Society 1907;" 

22 e. Fenestration, including double-height, double-hung wood windows with 

23 leaded sixteen-over-sixteen light sashes and tr.ansoms in the central bay wind.ow; the small 

24 beveled bay window with double-hung, twelve-over-twelve light wood-sash windows located 

25 above the gable hood for the primary eptry; the Tudor-arch window at the east end of the 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen 
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1 

2 

3 

'4 

5 

second story featuring twin; double-height, double-hung wood sixteen-over-sixteen leaded 

gl_ass lights with a molded drip surround; the double-hung,_ sixteen-over-sixteen leaded glass 

wood windows at the center of the third story; and the double-hung, leaded diamond-light 

wood dormer windows at the third story; 

f. All wooden trim and ornament, including window surrounds, bargeboards 

6 with decorat_ive scrollwork~ brackets, _nailhead trim blocks, exposed rafters, gable finials, and 

7 decorat!ve half timbering; 

8 g. Reressed vestibule entry for the Cafe Du Nord which features a colored 

g terrazzo threshold featuring a yellow field with green terrazzo letters reading "Cafe Du Nord;" 

10 h. Neon sign above the entry to Cafe Du Nord reading "Cafe Du Nord". and 

11 featuring, a swooped arrow pointing to the entry; · 

12 i. Storefront configurations comprised of bulkheads, display windows and 

13 transoms flanking a central entry to the Cafe Dli Nord; 

14 

15. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

iii. 

iv. 

j. 

k. 

L 

Flagpoles topped by globes at the east and west ends of the roofline; · 

Rain gutter dC?wnspouts at the east and.west ends of the fac;ade; and. 

Twin gables crowning the central bay 

West fa9ade: 

a. Rustic channel wood cladding; and 

.b. The light well. 

North (Rear) Fac;ade: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

Rustic channel wood cladding; 

Tabbed parapet; and 

Fenestration pattern including deeply recessed bands of windows on the 

24 upper fa£ade. 

25 The character-defining interior features of the building are identified as 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen 
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1 i. _In-general, all board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding and 

2 nailheaq trim blocks, art glass/leaded glass/textured. glass windows, paneled wood c:loors. 

3 ii. Main Staircase: 

4 a. Pierced wood railing with teardrop an~ floral motif; unpainted hand rails 

5 and newel posts; 

. b. Board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding; 6 

7 c. Leaded glass-windows at stair landings between the second floor and 

8 mezzanine, and between the mezzanine and third floor; and 

9 d. Skylight and light fixtures ·at third floor landing. 

iii. Odin Lodge RoC?m: 10 

11 a. Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with decorative wood brackets and 

12 crown molding; 

b. 

c. 

,d. 

_Stained wood board and batten wainscot with· nailhead trim blocks; 

Double-hung wood windows with textured glass glazing; and 

Wood flooring. 

iv. Freja Hall: 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 a. Stained wood ceiling trusses with knotted X-braces supported by stained 

18 wood piers with decorative brackets; 

19 

·20 

b. 

c. 

Stained wood fretwork and molding along upper walls; 

Board and batten wainscot with nailhead trim blocks throughout; 

21 d. Raised wooden stage with proscenium featuring stained wood cofumns, 

22 · oversized brackets and nailhead trim blocks; 

23 ' . e. Balcony supported by metal rods and featuring stained wood beadboard . 

24 along the interior of the railing and fretwork with a red bac~ground around the exterior 

25 perimeter of the railing; · 

Supervisors Wiener, Cohen 
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1 

2 background; 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 v. 

f. 

g. 

·h. 

i. 

j. 

Staircase to balcony level featuring stained wqod fretwork with a red 

Glazed skylights; 

Painted board ceiling .with exposed rafters; 

Cast iron ornamental radiators; and 

Wood flooring. 

Balder Lodge Room: 

a. 

b. 

Wooden ceiling .trusses with X braces and decorative brackets; 

Board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding; 

8 

9 

10 c. (East Wall) stained wood engaged columns with decorative capitals and 

11 s~rolled. brackets beneath the mantle; 

12 

13 

14 

d. 

e. 

f. 

(West Wall) wood mantle with scrolled brackets; 

Ornamental cast iron radiators; and 

Ante room with triangular window seat/"nook and board and batten 

15 wainscot with leather paper cladding. 

vi. Valhalla BanquefRoom: 
. . 

16 

17 a. Board and batten wainscot featuring wide, hC?rizontal boards separated by 

18 beadwork trim and nailhead trim blocks; 

b. 

c. 

Boxed beam ceiling (stained wood) with painted_ headboard; 

_Flat board molding al.ong upper wall; 

19 

20 

21 d. (East Wall) ribbon of six windows featuring textured ambe[ glass glazing 

22 crowned with a stained glass transom featu~ng a shield motif; and 

23 e. Decorative vents beneath the ribbon of windows and decorative cast iron 

24 radiator. 

25 vii. Verdandi Club Room: 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

Wood.flooring; 

Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with ·decorative wood brackets; 

Stained wood trim throughout; 

Inglenook with brick fireplace, chimney and wood mantle, flanked by 

5 stained wood bookcases with multi-light glass doors and wood trim with a pierced heart detail. 

6 Also includes stained wood pediment above inglenook; 

e. Leaded green "bullseye" windows flanking fireplace chimney; 7 

8 f. Closets with paneled wood doors with leaded bullseye glazing flanking 

9 the inglenook; 

10 g. Leaded bullseye glazed windows with stained wood surrounds along 
:;.. 

11 north wall of room; and 

12 h.· Built-in stained wood bookcases with glass· doors and paneled wood 

13 cabinets below along west wall of room. 

viii. Svea Lodge Room: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

Wood flooring presumed extant under carpet; 

Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with decorative wood brackets; 

Stained wood trim throughout; 

.14 

15 

16 

17 

18 d. (East end of room) wood platform backed 'by engaged wood columns with 

19 · decorative capitals and a mantle with scrolled brackets; 

e. Wood steps at northwest corner of the room; 20 

21 f. Stained wood built-in shelving along south Wall.of room beneath windows; 

22 and 

23 

24 

25 

g. Cast iron ornamental radiators. 

ix. Cafe Du Nord: 

a. Painted wood boxed beam ceiling; 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen 
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1 b. Square columns with paneled wood bases and bracketed crowns running 

2 north-south through th~ room; 

c. · Stained wood paneled wainscot; and 3 

4 d. Back b_arfeaturing stained wood square columns with a triangle motif 

5 capped by an entablature with floral, echinus and astragal and leaf moldings. This also 

6 includes the decorative brackets above the back bar. 

7 _Section 4. The property shall be subject to further controls and procedures pursuant to 

8 the San ·Francisco Planning Code and Article 10. 

g · Section 5. Effective ·Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

1 O ·enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor returns the 

11 I ordinance unsigned or does not sign the. ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

12 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's· veto of the ordinance. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRE , City Attorney 

By: 
ANDREA 
Deputy c· Y-,-..""""-L' 

n:\land\as2015\0900449\00998062.doc 

I 
I Supervisor Wiener 
. BOARD OF.SUPERVISORS 

198 
Page 10 



FILE NO .. 150246 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Planning Code- Landmark Designation - 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American 
Hall Building)] 

Ordinance designating 2178-2174 Market Street'(aka Swedish American Hall Building), 
Assessor's Block No. 3542, Lot No. 017, as a Landmark under Planning Code, Article 
10; and making environmental findings, and findings of consistency with the General 
Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101: 1. 

Existing Law 

Under Article 10, Section 1004 of the Planning Code, the Board of SupeNisors may, by 
ordinance, designate an individual structure that has special character or special historical, 
architectural or aesthetic interest or value as !:l City landmark. Once_ a structure has been 
named a landmark, any construction, alteration, removal or demolition. for which a City permit 
is reqµired necessitates a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Historic PreseNation · 
Commission ('rHPC"). (Planning Code Section 1006; Charter of the City and Counfy of San 
Francisco, Section 4.135.) Thus, landmark designation affords a high degree of protection to 
historic and architectural structures of merit in the City. There are currently more than 260 
individual landmarks in the City under Article 10, in addition to other structures and districts in 
the downtown area that are protected un~er Article 11. (See Appendix A to Article 10.) 

Amendments to Current Law 

This ordinance amends the Planning Code to add a new historic landmark to -the list of 
individual landmarks under Article 10: 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall 
Building). · 

The ordinance finds that 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building) is 
eligibl_e for designation as.a City landmark 1,.1nder National Register of Historic Places Criteria 
A and C. As to Criterion A, association with events that have made a significant contribution 
to the broad patterns of our history, the Swedish American Hall Building is significant because 
of its longstanding associations with San Francisco's Swedish and Scandinavian 
communities. Specifically, the Swedish American Hall Building is the most significant extant 
building associated with these communjJ:ies, ser'\fing as a physical manifestation of coll~ctive 
history, culture and identity. As to Criterion C, the Swedish American Hall Building embodies 
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, and method of construction, as well as for -
being an architecturally significant work of master architect, August Nordin. The ~uilding's 
architectural finishes are unusually fine and demonstrate a superior level of craftsmanship. 
The building's exterior employs a rich palate of materials and ornament which conveys an 
unusually strong street presence commensurate with its use as a public meeting hall. The 

Supervisors Wiener:; Cohen 
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FILE NO. 150246 

interior features a number of lodge rooms that also feature superior detailing and are 
individualized such that each has its own distinctive identity, while r~maining harmonious 
within the overall.composition. 

As required by Section 1004, the ordinance lists the particular exterior features that 
shall be preserved, or replaced in-kind as determined necessary.' 

Background Information 

The landmark designatiqn was initiated by the HPC pursuant to its authority under the Charter 
. to recommend approval, disapp~oval, or modification of landmark designations and historic 
district designations und.er the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors. The HPC held a 
hearing to initiate the landmark designation of 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish 
American Hall Building) on November 19, 2014. On March 4, 2015, after holding a public 
hearing on the proposed designation and having considered the specialized analyses . 
prepared by Planning Department staff and the Landmark Designation Case Report prepared 
by Jonathan Lammers, the HPC voted to recommend approval of the proposed landmark. 
designation of 2118-2174.Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building) to the Board of 
Supervisors. · 

n:\land\as2013\0900449\00972349.doc 
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SAN "FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

March9,2015 

MS. Angela Ca!-villo, Clerk 
Honorable Supervisor Scott Wiener 
Board of.Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
~an Fr~cisco, CA 94102 

. Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2011.0910L: 
1268-1274 Matlcet Street, Arll.de 10 Landmark Designation 
·BOS File No: (pending) 
Histciric Preservation Co~sion Recommendation: Approval 

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Wiener, 

On :March 4, 2015 the San Francisco Historic Pr~tion Commission (hereinafter "HPC.') 

conducted a regularly scheduled public hearing at which time they unanimously passed 
Resolution No. 745 recommending the Board of Supervisors approve the Article 10 Landmark 
Designation of 2168-2174 fy.farket Street;. the Swedish American Hall Building. The propC?sed 
amendments have been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental review under 

· fue California Environmental Quality ActSection 15060(c}(2). · 

Supervisor Wiener, it is my understanding that you intend to sponsor fue proposed Ordinance. 
Please c;ontact fue Cletl< of fue Bomd of Sup~ors at your earliest ~nvenience. 

Please find attached documents relating to the HPC s action. If you have any questions or reqcire · 
further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

AaronD. Starr 
Manager of Legislative Affairs · 

cc: Andrea Ausb~, Office of ihe Clerk of fue Board 
· Andres.Power, Legislative Aide . 

Andrea Ruiz-Esquide, City ~mey' s Office 

Attachments (one copy of !he following): 
Draft Article 10 Land:qiaric Designation Orclinance 
Historic.Preservation Commission Resolution No. 745 
Planning Departm.ent Case Report dated November 19, 2014 
Article 10 Landmar~ Designation Re,eort 

.. ,. ____ ., -L-!---=~- ---
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SAN FRANClSCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT. 

Historic Preserv.ation Commission 
Resolution No. 745 

HEARING DATE MARCH 4, 2015 

RESOLUTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ARTICLE 10 
LANDMARK DESIGNATION OF 2168~2174 MARKET STREl;T, HISTORICALLY 
KNOWN AS THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL BUILDING, LOT 017 IN ASSESSOR'S 
BLOCK 3542, AS LANDMARK NO. XXX: . 

1. WHEREAS, on June 15, 20U th~ Historic Preservation Commission added 2168-2174 Market 
· Street, the Swedish American Hall Building, to the Landmark Designation Work Program; and 

2. WHEREAS, on December 6, 2013 the Swedish Society .of San Francisco, owners of the Swedish 
American I{all Building, provided fue Planning Department with a, letter expressing that 
organization's support for landmark designation; and 

3.. WHEREAS, on February 12, 2015 the Board of the Swedish Society 0f San Francisco,_ owners of 
the Swedish American Hall Building, again expressed their support for landmar).c designation; 
and 

4. WHEREAS, Planning Department staff Jonathan Lammers, who meets the Secretary of Interiors 
Professional Qualification Standards, prepared the Landmark Desi~tion Report for 2168-2174 
Market Street, which was .reviewed by. the property owner and Department staff for accuracy 
and conformance with the purposes and standards of Article 10; and 

5. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission, at its regular meeting of November 19, 2014, 
reviewed Department staffs analysis of the historical significance of21~8-2174 Market Street 
per Article 10 as part of the Landmark Designation Case Report dated No~ember 19, 2014; and 

6. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the 2168-217 4 Market Street 
nomination is in the form prescn1>ed by the HPC and c.ontains supporting historic, architectural, 
and/or cultural documentation; and 

7. ~, the Historic Preservation Comnlission finds that the Swedish American Hall 
Building, constructed in 1907, is the most significant extant building associated with San 
Francisco's Swedish. community; and . 

8. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the Swedish American Hall 
Building has for more than 100 years served as a central meeting place for a vari~ty of Swedish 
and Scandinavian social and fraternal organizations; and 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Resolution No. XXX · 
March 4, 2015 . 

2168-2174 Market Street, Swedish Americ~m Hall 
Article 10 Landmark Recommendation 

2011.0910L 

9. WHEREAS, f:1le Historic Preservation Commission finds that the Swedish American Hall 
Building is an architecturally significant work of master architect, August Nordin, and 
demonstrates a superior level of craftSmanship and ornamentation on both its exterior and 
interior; and 

_ 10. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the Swedish American Hall 
Buil~g meets the eligibility requirements per Section 1004 of the Plamring Code and warrants 
consideration for Article 10 landmark designation; and 

11. WHEREAS, the Historic Preservation Commission finds that the boundaries and the list of 
exterior and interior character-defining features, as identified in the Landmark Designation 
Report, should be considered for preservation under t):i.e proposed lanrunark- designation as 
they reiate to the building's historical significance and retain hist9rical integrity; and 

12. WHEREAS, "the proposed designation is consistent with the General Plan priority policies 
_pursuant to Planning Code section 101.1 and furthers Priority Policy No. 7, which states that 
historic buildings be preserved, for reasons set forth in the November 19, 2014 Case Report; and 

13. WHEREAS, the Dep~ent has determined. that landmark designation is exempt from 
environmental review, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Oass Eight - Categorical); 
and· 

14. WHEREAS, th~ Historic Preservation Commission at its regular·meeting of November 19, 2014, 
approved initiation of Article 10 landmark de8ignation of 2168-2174 Market Street, as described 
in Resolution No. 740, 

TIIBREFORE BE IT RESQL VED, that the Historic Preservation Commission hereby recommends to the 
Board of Supervisors approval of landmark designation of 2168-2174 Market Street, Assessor's Block 
3542, Lot 017 pursuant to Article 10 of the Planning Co.de. · 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the ~oric Preservation Commission at its 
meeting on March 4, 2015. 

Jonas P. Ionin 
Co:mn:Jission Secretary 

AYES: K. Hasz, E. Jobnck, D. Matsuda, J. ~earlm~ A. Wolfram 

NAYS: 

ABSENT: R. Johns, A. Hyland 

ADOPTED: March 4; 2015 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

HEARING DATE:. 

CA.SE NUMBER: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

March 4, 2015 

201L0910L - Swedish American Hall 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Jonathan Lammers 
PreServation Planner 

Landmark Recommendation· Resolution 

· .. 
Dear President Hasz and Members of the Commission: 

On November 19, 2014, the Historic Prese~ation Commission (HPC) adopted Resolution 
No. 740 to :initiate Article 10 landmark designation of 2168-2174 Market Street, known 
historically as the Swedish American Hall. Under Article 10, initiation and 
recommendation are two distinct steps of the land.mark designation process which 
reqUire separate hearings and resolutions. 

On December · 17, 2014, the HPC conducted a publicly noticed hearing to consider 
recommending to the Board of Supervisors the designation of the Swedish· American 
Hall as a San Francisco landmark Titat item was continued until the present hearing in 
order to provide the building owners, the Swedish Society of San Francisco, additional 
time to review and comment on the Landmark Designation Report. On Febrilary 12, 
2015, the Swedish Society" Board voted unanimously in favor of landmru:k designation. · 

. .' 
Attached is a draft Resolution to recommend approval to the Board of Supervisors the 
designation of 2168-2174 Market Street, the Swedish American. Hall, as a San Francisco 
la.Ildmark under Article 10 of the Planning · Code, Section 1004.1.' The Planning 
Department (Departrri.ent) recommends adopting this Resolution. 

Also attached is a revised Landmark Desigrui.tion Report that incorporates various minor 
edits made in consultation with the Swedish Society of San Francisco. Most notably, the 
report has been .augmented by several important bistori~ images of the Swedish 
American Hall provided by Swedish Society member, Ted Olsson. These include two 
images of the Hall taken shortly after its construction (pages 34 and 50), a.S well as 
historic interior views of the Balder lodge room and Freja Hall (pages 53 and 57). 

ATTACHMENTS: 
Draft Resolution 
Landmark Designation Report (Revised February 19, 2015) 
Email from Ted Olsson, Swedish Society of San Francisco 
November 19, 2014 Case Report 
Resolution 7 40 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Landmark Designation 
Case Report 

Hearing Date: 
Case No.: 

Project Address: 
Zani:ng: 

Bl.ocldLot: 

November 19, 2014 
2011.0910L 
2168-2174 Market Street 
(NC1) Upper Market Neighborhood Commercial Transit 
3542/017 . 

Property Owner: Swedish Society of San Francisco 
2174 Market Street 

· Staff Contact: 

Reviewed By: 

San Francisco, CA 94941 
Jonathan Lainmers - (415) 575-9093 
jonathan.lariu:ners@sfgov.org 
Tim Frye - (415) 575-6822 
tim.frye@sfgov.org 

PROPERTY DESCRIPTIONS & SURROUNDING LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT 

1 &iG Mission St. 
Suite 400 
San Francisco, 
CA 9.4103-2479. 

Reception: 
415.~8.6378 . 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

rlannlrig 
Information; 
415£j8.6377 

2168-2174 Market Street, historiCa.lly known as the Swedish American Hall, is· located on the north side of 
Market Street between Clrurch and Sanchez streets in San Francisco's Upper Market area. It is a three-story­
·ov~-basement (plus mezzanine), wood frame, commercial and public assembly builcfu;tg constructed in 

1907. It was designed by Swedish-bom master architect, August Nordin,. and features a blend of 
·Scandinavian and Arts and Crafts influences. The building originally contained two storefronts on the 

ground fi.oor, as well as the Cafe Du N<:>rd, a saloon and restaurant, in the basement The remainder of the 
building is principally occupied by a variety of lodge rooms, of which the double-height space, Freja Hall, is 

the largest The attached draft Landmark Designation Report contains a detailed building description on 
pages 4--28. · 

The subject building is located in San Francisco's Upper Market area, along the southern edge of the Duboce 
·· Triangle neighborhood.. This area of Market Street is characterized by a mix of one- to four-story commercial 

and mixed use buildings constructed during the recovery from the 1906 Earthquake, along·witli ex~ples of 

mid-20th century and la~~ Nearby residential areas are characterized by two- to three-story single- and. 
multi-family buildings constructed between circa 1885 and 1915. 

PROJECT DESCRlPTION 

The case before the Historic Preservation Commission is the consideration of the initiation of landmark 
designation of 2168-2174 Market Street as a San Francisco l':ffidmark under Article 10 of the Planning 
Code, Section 1004.1, and recommending that the Board of Supervisors approve of such designation. 
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Landmark Designation Initiation 
Novem.beil9, 2014 

Case Number 2011.0910L 
Swedis:{:i American Hall, 2168-2174 Market Street 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS 

The Planning Department has determined that actions by re~tory agencies for protection of the 
environment (specifically in this case, landmark designation) are exempt from environmental reView, 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15308 (Class Eight- Categorical). 

GENERAL PLAN POLICIES 

The Urban Design Element of the San Francisco General Plan contains the following relevant objectives . 
and policies: · ; 

OBJECTIVE 2: 

POLICY4: 

Conservation of Resources that provide a sense of nature, continuity with the 
past, and freedom from overcrowding. 

Preserve notable landmarks and areas of historic, architectural.or aesthetic value, 
and promote the preservation of other buildings . and features that provide 
continuity with P'."5t development. 

Designating significant historic resowces as local landmarks will further continuity with the past because 
the buildings will be preserved for the benefit of future generations. Landmark designation will require 
that the Planning Department and the Historic Preservation Coi:nmi.ssion review proposed work that may 
have an impact on character-defining features. Both entities will utilize the Secretary of Interior's 
Standards for the Trea.fment of Historic Properties in their review to ensure that only appropriate, compatible 
alterations are made. 

SAN FRANCISCO PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1- GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY AND IMPLEMENTATION 

Planning Code Section 101.1 - Eight Priority Policies establishes and requires review of permits for 
consistency with said policies. On balance, the proposed designation is consistent· with the priority 
policies in that 

. a. The proposed .designation will further Priority Policy No. 7, tqat landmarks and historic 
buildings be preserved. Landmark designation of 2168-2174 Market StTeet will help to preserve 
an important histoncal resource that is significant for its associations with San Francisco's 
Swedish and Scandinavian communities, as well as ar~tecturally significant as a work by 
master architect, August Nordin, that displays high artistic values and is an important example of 
a type and period. 

BACKGROUND I PREVIOUS ACTIONS 

2168-2174 Market StTeet, the Swedish American Hall, was added to the Landmark Designation Work -
Program on June 15, 2011. 

OTHER ACTIONS REQUIRED 

If the Historic Preservation Commission decides to initiate designation of the subject property as an 
Article 10 landmark at its November 19, 2014 heaiing, the item Will be forwarded to the. Board of 
Supervisors with a recommendation supportive of designation. The nomination would then be 
considered at a future Board of Supervisors hearing for formal Article 10 landmark designation. 
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Landnµ.rk Designation Initiation 
:Novenl.ber19,2014 

APPLICABLE PRESERVATION STANDARDS 

ARTICLE lo 

Case Number 2011.09101 
Swedish American HalL 2168-2174 Market Street 

Section 1004 of the Plaru:ring Code authorizes the landmark designation of an individual structure or 
other f~ture or an integrated group of structures and features on a smgle lot or site, .having special 
character or special historical, architectural or aesthetic interest or value, as a landmark. Section 1004.1 
also outlines that .landmark designation may be initiated by the Board· of Supervisors or the Historic 
Preservation Commission and the initiation shall include.findings in support. Section 1004.2 states that 
once initiated, the prop9sed designation is referred to the Historic Preservation Commission for a report 
and recommendation to the Board of Supervisors to approve, disapprove or modify the proposal. 

Pursuant to Section 1004.3 of the Planning Code, if the Historic Preservation Commission approves the 
designation, a copy of the resolution of approval is transmitted to the Board of Supervisors and without 
referral to the Planning Co:rninission. The Board of Supervisors shall hold a public hearing on the 
designation and may approve, modify or disapprove the designation. · 

In the i::ase of the initiation of a historic district, the Historic Preservation Commission shall refer its 
recommendation to the Planning Commission pursuant to Section 1004.2(c). The Planning Commission 
shall have 45 days to provide review and comment on the proposed designation and address the 
consistency of the proposed designation with the General Plan, Section 101.1 priority policies, the City's 
Regional Housing Needs Allocation, and the Sustainable Communities Strategy for the Bay Area. These· 
comments shall be sent to the Board of Supervisors in the form of a resolution. 

Section 1004(b) requires that the designating ordinance approved by the Board of Supervisors shall 
include the location and boundaries of the lan~k site, a description of the characteristics of the 
landmark which justify its designation, and a description of the particular features that should be 
preserved. 

Section 1004.4 states that if the Historic Preservation Commission disapproves the proposed designation, 
such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid appeal to the Board of Supervisors within 30 
days. · . 

ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK CRITERIA 

The Historic Preservation Commission on February 4, 2009, by Resolution No. 001, adopted the National 
Register Criteria as its methodology for recommending landmark designation of historic resources. 
Under the National Register Criteria, the quality of significance in American history, architecture; 
archaeology, engineering, and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that 
possess integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, materials, workmanship, and association, and that 
are associated with events that have Ina.de a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; 

or that are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or that embody the_ distinctive 
characteristics of a type, period, or method of constrliction, or that represent the work of a master, or ~t 
possess high artistic values, or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
_lack individual distinction; or properties that have yielded, or may likely yield, information illtportant in 
prehistory or history. 

SAN FRANCISCO 
.P'""'"NING PJ;;P4ffTMl;;fllT 3 

207 



Landmark Designation Initia,-tion 
November 19, 2014 

PUBLIC I NEIGHBORHOOD INPUT 

Case Number 2011.0910L 
Swedish American Hall, 2168-2174 Market Street 

There is no known public or neighborhood oppqsition to designation of 2168-2174 Market Street as an 
Article 10 landmark. The Department will provide any public correspondence received after the submittal 
of this report in the Historic Preservation Commission's correspondence folder. 

PROPERTY OWNER INPUT 

On December 6, 2013 the Swedish Society of San Francisco, owners of the Swedish American Hall, 
provided the Planning Department with a letter expressing that organization's support for landmark 
designation (attached). 

STAFF ANALYSIS 

The case report and analysis ·under review Was prepared by Department preservation staff. The 
Department hli.s determin~ that the subject property meets the requirements for Article 10 eligibility as 
an individual landn;tark. The justification for its inclusion is outlin~d below under the Significance and 

-futegrity sections of this case report. 

SIGNIFICANCE 
2168-2174 Market Street appears eligible for local. designation due to its significant and longstanding 
;issociations with San Francisco's Swedish and Scandinavian communities. Specifically, the Swedish 
American Hall . is the most significant extant building associated with San Fran.cisco' s Swedish 
community, serving as a physical manifestation of collective history, culture and: identity. The building 
likewise has deep and significant associations with the San Francisco's Scandinavian community .as a 
whole, serving for decades as a central meeting place for a variety of Scandinavian social and fraternal 

groups. 

Since its construction the building has ·served as the h:ome of the Swedish Society of San Francisco, 
founded in 1875, while also providing a meeting place for scores of Swedish and Scandinavian fraternal 
and social organizations. At the time 'the building. was constructed, it represented the aspirations of 
pioneering Swedes who began arrjving in San Francisco during the Gold Rush, and who continued to 
come to the city during successive waves of Swedish immigration during the late 19th century. 

The building is also emblematic of the development of a larger Scandinavian enclave in the Mission 
_Dolores. Duboce Triangle and Upper Market area at the turn of the 20th century. For decades the Swedish 
American Hall served as home for businesses serving the Swedish community, including the Cafe Du 
Nord-opened in. 1908-which today counts among San Francisco's oldest saloons and restaurants 

operating Continuously from the same location; 

The building is also architecturally significant as ari embodiment of the distinctive 9taracteristics of a 
type, period, and method of construction, as well as for being an architecturally significant work of 
master architect, August Nordin. The building's architectural ~hes are unusually fine ~d demonstrate 
a superior level of craftsmanship. The building's exterior employs a rich palate of mat~als and ornament ·. 
which conveys an unusually strong street presence commensurate with its use as a public meeting hall. 
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Landmark Designation Initiation 
November 19, 2014 

Case Number 2011.0910L 
Swedish American ffitlL 2168-2174 Market Street 

The interior features a number of lodge rooms "!;hat also feature superior detailing and are individualized 
such that each has its own distinctive identity, while remainfu.g harmonious within ,the overall 

composition. The building's largest public assembly space, Freja Hall, £eature8 highly ornamental finishes 
and soanng truss work that rank it among the finest expressions of the Arts & Crafts style in California 

INTEGRITY 
The building retains integrity of association, as it has remained in continual use as a combination 
commercial building and social hall since its construction. It likewise retains integrity of design, materials, · 

workmanship and· feeling. Based on a review of the building perm.it history and visual inspection, known 

exterior .alterations are relatively limited in scope and remain suborcliruite to the building's overall design 

and omamentatio.J;L 

Similarly, while the interior commercial spaces of the building have been remodeled, all of the building's 
lodge rooms, as well as Freja Hall, have experienced few alter~tions and. readily convey their association 

with the building's historic use. 

Overall, ~ Departme:r:i.t has determined that the building's primary character defining features, both 
exterior and interior, are largely.unalter.ed since the building's construction and 2168-2174 Market Street 

retains outstanding integrity to convey its historical significance. 

CHARAC1ER-DEFINING FEATURES 
Whenever a building, site, object, or landscape is under consideration for Article 10 landmark 
designation~ the Historic Preservation Commission is required to identify character-defining features of 
the property. This is done to enable owners and the public to understand which elements are considered 
most important to preserve the historical and architectural character of the propo~ed landmark. 

As described in the Landmark Designation Report, the following is a list of exterior and interior character 
defining features of the Swedish American. Hall. 

The. character-defining exte:rior features of the building are identified as: 

• General Exterior Features 
o All exterior elevations, architectural ornament and rooflines 

• Primary (south) facade 
o Three story plus mezzanine and basement height and massing 
·o Cladding, including .polychrome brick with clinker brick accents in a Flemish bond at the 

first story, and wood shingles and stucco cladding on the upper stories 

SAN fRAllCISCO 

o Primary entry including a shallow brick arch flanked by large wooden bra4ets and 
crowned with truss work supporting a gable hood featuring notched rafter tails and 
scalloped barge boards. 'This also includes the wooden dimensional letters at the base of 
the truss reading "Swedish American Hall," as well as the colored terrazzo threshold 
paving. · 

o Pink cornerstone at left of the entry stating "Erected by the Swedish Society 1907." 

Pr...M\lNINO: Pa>~~ 
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Landmark D_esignation Initiation 
November 19, 2014 

Case Number 2011.0910L 
Swedish.American Hall, 2168-2174 Market Street 

o Fenestration, including double-height, double-hung wood windows with leaded sixteen-. 
over-sixteen light sashes and transoms in the central bay window; ~ small beveled bay · 
window with double-hung, twelve-over-twelve light wood-sash windows located above 
the gable hood for the primary entry; the Tudor-arch window at the east end of the 
second story featuring twin, double-height, double-hung wood sixteen-over-sixteen 
leaded glass lights with a molded drip surround; th~ double-hung, sixteen-over-sixteen 
leaded glass wood windows at the center of the third story; and the double-hung, leaded 
diamond-light wood dormer windows at the third story. · 

. 0 All wooden trim and ornament, including window surrounds, bargeboards with 
decorative scrollwork, brackets, nailhead trim blocks, exposed rafters, gable finials, and 
decorative half timbering 

o Recessed vestibule entry for the Cafe Du Nord which features a colored terrazzo 
threshold featuring a yellow field ~th green terrazzo letters reading "Cafe Du Nord" 

o Neon sign above the entry to Cafe Du Nord reading "Cafe Du Nord" and featuring a 
swooped arrow pointing to the entry, 

o Storefront configurations comprised of bulkheads, display windows and transoms 
flanking a ceritral entry to the Cafe Du Nord 

o Flagpoles topped by globes at the east and west ends of the roofline 
o Rain_gutter downspouts at the east and west ends of the facade 

" West Facade 

o Rustic channel wood cladding 
o · The presence of two light wells 

• North (Rear) Facade 

o Rustic channel wood cladding 
o ·Tabbed parapet 
o Fenestration pattern including deeply recessed bands of windows on the upper facade 

The ch_aracter-defining interior features of the building are identified as: 

• General Interior Features 

o ·Board and batten wamscot with leather paper cladding and nailh~d trim blocks 
o .Art glass/leaded _glass/textured glass windows 
o Paneled wood doors 

• Main Staircase 
. . 

o Pierced wood railing with teardrop and fl?ral motif; unpainted ruind rails and ne"Vv'."el 
·posts 

o Board and batten wamscot with leather_ paper cladding 
o Leaded glass windows at stair landings between the second floor and mezzanine, and 

between the mezzanine and third floor. 
o Skylight and light fixtures at third floor landing 
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Landmark Designation Initiation 
November 19, 2014 

• OdinHall 

Case Number 201L0910L 
Swedish American Hall, 2168-2174 Market Street 

o Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with decorative wood brackets and crown moiding 
o Stained wood board and batten wainscot with nailhead trim blocks 
o Double-hung wood windows with textured glass glazing 
o Wood £1.ooriilg 

• FrejaHall 

o Stained wood ceiling trusses with knotted X-braces supported by stained wood piers 
with decorative brackets 

o Stained wood fretWork and Iliolding along upper walls 
o ·Board and batten wainscot with nailhead trim blocks throughout · 
o Raised wooden stage with proscenium featuring stained wood columns, oversized 

brackets and nailhead trim blocks 
o Balcony supported by metal rods and featuring stained wood headboard along the 

interior of the railing and fretwork with a red background around the exterior perimeter 
of the railing 

o Staircase to balcony level featuring stained wood fretwork with a red background 
o Glazed skylights 
o Painted board ceiling with exposed rafters 

. o Cast iron ornamental radiators 
o Wood flooring 

• Balder Hall 

o Wooden ceiling trusses with X braces and decorative brackets 
o Board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding 
o (East Wall) stained wood engaged colUIIUlS with decorative capitals and scrolled brackets 

beneath the mantle 
a (West Wall) wo?d mantle with scrolled brackets 
o Ornarp.ental cast iron radiators 
o Ante room with triangular window _seat/nook and board and batten wainscot with 

leather paper cladding 

• Valhalla Banquet Room 

o Board and batten wainscot featuring wide,-horizontal boards separated by beadwork 
trim and nailhead trim blocks. 

o Boxed beam ceiling (stained wood) with painted headboard. 
o Flat board molding along upper wall . 
0 (East wall) ribbon of six windows featuring textured amber glass glazing crowned with a 

stained glass transom featuring a shield motif. 
o Decorative vents beneath the ribbon of windows and decorative cast iron radiator 

• Verdandi Oub Room 

o Wood flooring 
o Stained wood boxed beaµi. ceiling with decorative wood brackets 
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Landmark Designation Initiation 
November 19, 2014 

Case Number 2011.0910L 
Swedish American.Hall,. 2168-2174 Market Street 

o Stained wood trim thrpughout 
o Inglenook with brick fireplace, chimney and wood mantle, flanked by stained wood 

bookcases with multi-light glass doors and wood trim with a pierced heart detail. Also 
includes stained wood pediment abov.e inglenook.-

a Leaded green "bullseye" windows flanking fireplace chimney 
o . Closets with paneled wood doors with leaded bullseye glazing flanking the inglenook 
o Leaded bullseye glazed windows with stained wood surrounds along north wall of room 
o Built-in stained wood bookcases with glass .doors and paneled wood cabinets below 

-along wes:twall of room 

• Svea Lodge Room 

o Wood flooring presumed extant under carpet 
o · Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with decorative wood brackets 
o Stained wood trim throughout 
o (East end of room) wood platform backed by engage_d wood columns with decorative 

capitals and a mantle with scrolled brackets 
o Wood steps at northwest corner of the room featuring a stair railing with a decorative 

pierced motif . 
o Stained wood built-in shelving along south wall of room b~ath windows 
o Cast iron ornamental radiators 

• Cafe Du Nord 

o Stained wood boxed beam ceiling 
o Square columns with paneled wood bases and bracketed crowns rumring north-south 

through the room 
o Stained wood paneled wainscot 
o Back bar featuring stained wood square columns with a triangle motif capped by qn 

. entablature with floral, echinus and asfragal and leaf moldings. Also the decorative 
brackets above the back bar. 

INTERIOR LANDMARK DESIGNATION 

Because the lodge rqoms in the Swedish American Hall have historically served as public assembly 
spaces, landmark designation of these interior features is authorized under Section 1004( c) of the 
Planning code, which states that 

( c) The property included in any such designation shall upon designation be subject to the controls and 
standards set forth in this Article 10. In addition, the said property shall be subject to the ·following 
further controls and standards if imposed by the designating ordinance: 

(1) For a publicly-owned landmark, review of proposed changes to significant interior architectural 
features. · · 

SAN FRAllCISCQ 
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Landmark Designation Initiation 
:N"oveID.ber19,2014 

Case :N"umber 2011.0910L 
Swedish American Hall, 2168-2174 Market Street 

(2) For a privately-owned. landmark, review of proposed changes requiring a permit to ·sigilificant 
int~or architectural features in those areas of the landmark that are or historically have been 
accessible to members of the public. The designating ordinance must clearly describe each 
significant interior architectural feature subject to this restriction. 

BOUNDARIES OF THE LANDMARK SITE 

The proeosed landmark site encompasses Assessor's Block 3542, Lot 017 ~on which the subject building 
is located. · 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATIOf:J. 

Based on the Deparbnent's analysis, 2168-2174 Market Street is fudividually eligible for Article 10 
Landmark designation for its association with events that are significantly associated with San Francisco's 
ethnic, social and fraternal history, as well as for its outstanding architectural expression. The Deparbnent 
recommends that the Historic Preservation Commission approve the proposed designation of 2168-2174 
Market Street as a San Fran.Cisco landmark. 

The Historic Preservation Com.mission may recommend approval, disapproval, or approval with 
modifications. of the proposed designation of 2168-217 4 Market Street as a San Francisco landmark under 
Article 10 of the Planning Code to the Board of Supervisors pursuant to Planning Code Section 1004.1~ If 
the Historic Preservation Com.mission approves the designation, a copy of the motion of approval is 
transmitted to t'b.e Board of Supervisors, which holds a public hearing on the designation and may 
approve, modify or disapprove the designation (Section 1004.4). If the Historic Preservation Com.mission 
disapproves the proposed designation, such action shall be final, except upon the filing of a valid appeal 
to the Board of Supervisors within 30 days (Section 1004.5). 

ATTACHMENTS 

A. Draft Landmark Designation Report 
B. Draft Motion initiating designation 
C. Letter from the Swedish Society of San Francisco 
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BUILDING DESCRIPTION 

Known throughout its history as the Swedish American Hall, 2168--2174 Market Street is a three-story-over-basement 
(plus mezzanine), wood frame, commercial and public assembly buildlng located along the north side of Market 
Street between Church Street and Sanchez Street (APN 3542/017). Designed wit? a blend of Scandmavian and Arj:s & 

Crafts influences, the cornerstone was laid in July 1907 and the buildlng Was formally dedicated in December 1907. 
The Swedish .American Hall is rectangular in plan, clad predominately with unpainted wood shingles on its primary 
fa~de, and clad with wood rustic channel sidlng on its secondary facades. The building is capped by two roof 
sections which differ fa height. The front of the building features twin gables piercing a flat-roofed section. The rear 
section is lower in height and includes a shallow gable roof with twin skylights crowning a double-height interior 
hall A non-historic metal fire escape is affixed to the center of the building, with limdings at the second and third 
floors, as well as a ladder to the roof. 

Primary Facade 
The primary fa~de faces southeast onto Market Street and is three bays wide. The first story is clad with polychrome. 
brick wifu clinker brick accents laid in a Flemish bond and includes the primaty entran_ce to the Swedish American 
Hall at the west end. This entry features a shallow brick arch flanked by large wooden brackets and iruss work 
supporting a gable hood wifu notched rafter tails and scalloped barge boards. A non-original copper light fixture 
liangs from the central purlin of the gable hood, while wooden dimensional letters reading "Swedish American Hall" 
are affixed to the base of the truss. To the left of this entry is a pink-colored co;rnerstone stating "Erected by the 
Swedish Society 1907." An iron security gate screens the entry vestibule, which inpudes polychrome terrazzo 
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flooring with a yellow field surrounded by borders of green and brown.. An additional, non-original hooded copper 
light fixture hangs from th~ center of the vestibule ceiling. · 

West of the maID: .entry are'two storefronts divided by the entrance to the Cafe Du Nord. Both of the storefronts 
feature non-historic multi-lig~t windows. The western storefront mcludes a brick stoop and a multi-light pedestrian 
door at its west end. It is framed by flat board trim. The eastern storefront is similarly configured, although the brick 
at the base of the windows does not appear origlnal The Cafe du Nord entrance is screened by a wrought iron 
security gate and features a recessed entry vestibule with a terrazzo threshold. The terrazzo field is' yellow, with 
green terrazzo letters reading "Cafe Du Nord." Beyond are wood double doors with diamond-light glazing leadmg 
to a stairway which runs down to access the cafa An aluminum and fabric awning crowns the Cafe entry, while 
above a black and white porcelain neon sign also reads " Cafe Du Nord." The sides of the entry are flanked by non­
historic metal and glass sign boxes. 

Gable hood above the main entrance to the hall 

Detail of cornerstone 

View o( the storefronts. Note the non-historic brick 
dadding beneath the storefront window at right 

Detail of terrazzo threshold at the main entry 

The upper floors are do.ted bJ a massive bay window at the center of the- second floor, ~ to a" pair of twm 
gables featuring massive scalloped barge boards and twm finials . .At the second floor level, the bay window features 
double-height, dQuble-hung wood windows with leaded sixteen-over-sixteen light sashes. The windows are set 

withlri a panefod wood surround and crowned with mdividual, single-light transoms. To the west, a small beveled 
bay window with double-hung, twelve-over-twelve light wood:..sash windows is located above the gable hood of the 
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main en:tiy. Titls bay window is capped by a hip-roofed hood wiih shaped rafter tails, while above is another double­
bung wood window wiih a flat board silL At ihe east end of ihe second story is a Tudor-arch window wiih nailhead 
trim returns. It features twin, qouble-height, double-hung sixteen--0ver-sixteen leaded glass lights, wiih a flat board 
base accented by nailhead wood irim. 

The third story includes four, double-hung sixteen-over-sixteen leaded glass windows at center, with a massive sill 
resting on nailhead blocks. At the center of these windows is a pilaster crowned with a lantern capital, while above is 
one of furee notched wooden brackets resting beneaih ihe barge boards. Flanking the base of fuese windows are two 
projecting metal flagpoles wiih ball .finials. The gable ends are flanked by two dormer windows featuring gable 
hoods with scalloped barge boards. Each dormer is clad with wo9d shingles and includes a double-hung, ~ood-sash 
window with leaded glass diamond lights . .Above the windows is a depressed arch header crowned wiih a branching 
"W" of flat board trim. Beneath ihese dormers is a side-gable roof element wiih rounded and notched rafter tails. The 
fu.~ade terminates in a parapet with tabs at the east and west ends cr~wned by metal flagpoles. 

Gable dormer at the west end of the roof. 

Detail of trim work on the upper facade 

West & Rear Facades 
The west facade of the Swedish American Hall faces Sanchez Street Until recently, it included twq light wells toward 
Market Street, one of which was removed in 2014 for the constrUction of an .ADA elevator. A large freestanding 
billboard in ihis a:i::ea was also removed in 2014 to accommodate construction of a new residential building on ihe 
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adjacent lot. The southernmost light well begins at the second story level and :includes a double-hung, one-over-one 
wood-sash windows with flat board trim at the second, me=an:ine and third story levels. Leaded art glass wood 
w:indows provid:ing illumination for the main :interior stall-case also face south onto this light welL Metal conduits are 
likewise located within the light: well. The northern light, since removed, :included double hung, wood sash 
windows, including leaded art glass lights· at the mezzanine level. 

The rear fac;:ade of the building features irregular massing, with an L-shaped projection supported on wood posts at 
the center. A metal vent runs along the east end of the rear elevation, while a fire escape is located at the west end.. 
The graund floor level is enclosed by metal and wooden fencing and includes double wood doors at the west end 
which provides egress from an mterior kitchen. A paneled wood door with two leaded glass lights is located at the 
second floor level and provides egress from a main hall tO a metal fire' escape. V="ble fenestration mcludes a band of 
three smgle-light wood windows with flat board at both the east and west ends of the second floor, Witbin the mam 
hall, the5e windows have been blocked off with removable panels. The rear fac;:ade terminates :in a stepped parapet 
with center tab. -

View. of the west and rear (north) facades 

Entiy Hall ' . 

·r 
I' 
-~ 

. ·~ . \ 
! 

\\ 
'" 

The main entry hall is accessed from the exterior vestibule through a pair of fully-glazed wooden doors with narrow 
sidelights and a fixed transom. hnmediately to the left ID the enfry hall is ~ carpeted wood stall' featuring a board and 
batten wainscot on the exterior wall, and a decorative sere~ railing on the inierior side featuring a pierced teardrop 
motii The newel post is p~ted white and mcludes an mci.sed fl.oral motii The newel post cap and the handrail 
toppmg the screen are both stained wood. These finish details are used on this stall' at all levels of the build:ing. 

The entry hall features wood fl.oorillg with a stained rectangular liorder immediately ID front of the stall'. The walls ID 
the hall feature a tall board-and-batten wains<;ot Many of the wainscot panels feature a cladding material that 
appears to be a version of '1eather paper," a relief wall covermg designed. to copy the grain and patterns of antique 
leathet. Leather paper and other embossed :wall covermgs, sucl:t as "Lillcrusta" (a linoleum like product), were 
among them~ popular wall co~gs from the late 19th century thro~gh the 1920s.2 

2 Smithsonian Institution National Museum of Design, WaUpaper in the CoHection of the Cooper-Hewitt Museum, (Eastern Press, 1981), ~7. 
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Beyond the stair to the left is a vestibule featuring a non-historic bar island: The north wall of this. vestibule includes a 
storage closet, which in 2014 was being converted to an elevator shaft. The elevator shaft was originally designed for 
this location, but not built. The south wall of the vestibule includes a paneled wood door which provides access to a 
wooden staircase leading down to a basement mechanical room. 

Continuing down the hall, a woman's restroom is located along the west wall,. while a storage closet and unisex 
restroom ~e located along the east wall Beyond the women's re8tro= is a wooden staircase which runs down in a 
quarter turn to access a back of house area for the Cafe Du Nord. The upper staircase landing features a newel post 

· and decorative screen railing identical to that used for the main stair. The upper walls of the stair enclosure feature 
board and batten pane1s with leather paper cladding. 

View south along the entry hall. Note the visual connection 
to the former store at 2172 Market Street at right 

Detail of the staircase. 

Detail of the leather paper wall dadding 
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Odin Lodge Room (First Rool) 
Opposite a set of st.alxs near the north end of the main entry hallway is a small vestibule with an angled doorway 
leadillg to the Odill lodge room. A tall stained wood board-and-batten wainscot wraps the room and features 
nailhead trim blocks crowning the battens beneath the rail. The ceiling features boxed-beam detailing and is 
supported by two metal columns which divide the center of the room into Thirds-. Where the box beams meet the wall 
they join with decorative piers crowned with scalloped and notched wooden brackets. The upper wall ·features a 
continuous band of flat board crown molding with a buTinose detail. The floors are wood and feature a stained grid 
patt.em. The north end of the room is fenestrated at the east and west ends with three double-hung wood windows. 
Theie windows feature tex:tured glazing with a floral pattern in the upper sash and a wave pattern in the lower sash. 
A paneled wood door is located near the northwest corner of the room and accesses an adjacent kitchen. Lighting is 
prnvided by half-round hanging fixtures and sconces attached to the perimeter piers: 

View of the Odin lodge room. The windows look out to the rear of the lot. 

Detail of trim work in the first floor meeting room. Detail of window glazing in the first floor meeting room 
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Freja Hall (Second Rom) 

View east across Freja Hall showing trusses and trim work. 
Note the staircase leading to the balcony level at lower right. 

Located at the north end of the second story, Freja Hall is the principal mterior room of the buildmg and the focus of 
its most lavish ornamentation. Its elaborate wood trusses and spectacular trim work mark it as among the finest 
expressions of the Arts & Crafts style m California Occupying the entire north end of the second story, this double 
height space, measuring approximately 51 feet deep by 48 feet wide, is crowned with a series of three massive 
wooden trusses mterlaced with knotted X-braces. These trusses span the entire east-west length of the hall and are 
connected to smaller north-south braces at the _rear of the hall above the balcony. The exterior "perimeter of the 
balcony, as .well as a staircas.e at the southeast end of the hall,. both feature stamed wood fretwork set against a field 
of red. This color scheme was reinforced by two paiis of steel-frame, red-glazed skylights Ci;ecently. replaced with 
clear glazing) located near the center of the room £1.ankmg the roof ridge. Mechanical lighting is provided by pendant 
lights hangmg from the trusses and beneath the balcony. The ceiling consists of white-pamted exposed rafters and 

diagonal board sheathmg. 

The lower portion of Freja Hall features a wooden floor (re-stamed m 20l!'i) with raised wooden platforms 
approximately thr!'?e feet wide along the east and west walls, and an approximately five-foot-wide platform along the 
north waJl The walls themselves are wrapped by a tall stamed wood board-and-batten wainscot with nailhead trim 
blocks crowning the battens beneath the rail. There are three ertlry pomts at the south end of the room beneath the 
balcony. The primary entrance is accessed via a vesh'bule and coat check area at the southwest end of the hall and 
features a pair of original, paneled wood doors. A second entry is located n_ear the s"outheast end of the hall and 
includes a paneled wood door accessing an ante room arid hallway to the Balder lodge room. .Near the center of the 
.south end of the hall is a paneled wood door with textured glass glazing lit. the uppei: panel. This door accesses a 
storage area adjacent to the coat check ;rrea 
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View west in Freja Hall. 
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The focal ·point of the room is the. stage along the north wall, which features a stepped maple platform and a 
proscenium framed by darkly-stained wood posts, oversized brackets and nailhead irim. To the right (east) of the 
stage is a paneled wood door partially glazed With two "bullseye" lights which accesses a small dressing room. To 
the left (west) of the stage is a partially glazed wood door with panic hardware providing access to a rear fire escape. 
Other notable features of the lower portion of Freja Hall include a paneled enclosure near the southwest corner with 
a leaded glass window featuring circular green-tinted lights. There are also a series of cast iron radiators with 
embossed floral ornament, including two radiators flanking the stage, a radiator near the southwest end of the room, 
and a radiator along bof!:i.' the east arid west walls. These radiators include eleven fins and feature embossed floral 
ornam.entation. 

View northeast from th.e balcony of f!reja Hall ta the stage. 

The balcony of Freja ~ runs the full length along the back (south) wall, and partial width along the north and 
sc;iuth walls. It floats above the main floor supported by six metal rods which run furough,. and are suspended from, 
the truss work at the ceiling. These bars connect to additional metal bars s~ed along the interior edge of the 
balcony railing. The walls of the balcony feature a paneled wainscot perimeter identical to that used on the main 
floor. The mt~or railing of the balcony features a headboard base crowned with wooden posts and a brass railing. 
The west wall of the balcony includes furee paneled wood doors wJ:µch access storage closets. . . 

There are two entrances at either end of the south wall of the balcony. Each fearures a pgneled wood door with 
stained flat board irim. These doors are flanked on the outside edge by small leaded glass windows featuring green­

. tinted bullseye lights. The door at the southwest end of tli.e balcony accesses a small vestibule with a batten wairlscot 
with leather paper cladding. A double-hung, four-over-four leaded glass window m the vesl:Ibule provides acc:esS to 
a light well The door at the southeast end of the balcony accesses the V aThalla banquet room.. 
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View west along tjle balcony. Note the metal bars which help suspend the balcony above the floor. 

View east along the balcony 
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Detaifof skylights 

View northwest from balcony using only natural light Detail of balcony fretwork 
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Balder Lodge Room (Second Flool) 
The Balder lodge room is located at the southeaSt com.er of the second floor. The hall features two bracketed trusses 
which divide the ceiling into thirds. Nailhead trim blocks run along the lower face of the truss, and brass caps cover , 
the truss rods. Three pendant lights hang from the base of each truss. The walls are clad with a batten wainscot 
featuring leather paper wall co-yering. The leather paper in the upper portion of the wainscot features four yellow­
painted squares in each panel. The north, east and south walls are crowned with a band of flat board trim. The 
flooring appears to be sheet vinyl · 

The east end of the room features tw~ battered engaged columns crowned with capitals featuring an ;'x:, motif; The 
upper face of each column includes yellow-painted square and rect<mgle reliefs, as well as a lighting sconce. Running 
between the tops of the columns is a wooden mantle resting ory:rine scrolled brackets. The wall beneath the mantle 
includes .a paneled wood base with a leather paper panel above. The wainscot at the west end of the room is also 
capped by a mantle with scrolling brackets. - . 

The southwest end of the room is illuminated. by fom:: pairs of sbcteen-over-sbcteen light, leaded glass, double-hung 
windows crowned with transoms. A leaded glass arched window is located n~ar the southeast com.er of the room. 
There are two, te±t-:fin, cast iron radiators embossed with fl.oral ornament in the room: one located near a doorway at 
the southwest com.er of the room, as well as towcµ-d the center of the north walL An electrical panel is also located to 
the right of the doorway at the southwest comer. 

Second floor lodge room, view to west wall Second floor lodge roqm, view along north wall 

Second floor lodge room, view to east: wafl · 
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Detail of leather paper wa/I cladding. Note damage. Detail of arched window near the·southeast comer of the room 

A doorway at the southwest comer of the Balder lodge room accesses an ante room to the west. The south wall of the 
ante room includes a stained batten wainscot with leather paper panels, as well as a Small cei;amic water fountain.. A 
pointed bay window with an interior seat is located :in a nook at the southwest comer of the ante room. The double­
hung wood windows features twelve-over-twelve leaded glass lights, and the ceiling of the nook is clad With stamed. 
bead board. The west wall of the ante room includes a number of paneled lockers with a stained wood furl.sh. The 
flooring is sheet vinyl South of the ante room is a short hallway and women's restroom. 

Detail of radiatorin the Balder lodge room Detail of ante room with pointed bay window at left. 
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Valhalla Banquet Room (Second Aoor, Mezzanine Level) 
The V a1halla banquet room is located at the second floor me.zz.anine level, clirect1y south of ihe Freja Hall balcony. 
The room is wrapped by a modified board and batten wainscot featuring wide, 'horizontal boards separated by 
beadwork trim. The battens feature small nailhead trim blocks, with the largest sitting beneath the rail. A stained flat 
board stringcourse wraps the upper level of the wall,. surmounted by a narrower painted wood stringcourse. The 
flooring is sheet vinyi and the room is crowned with a boxed beam ceiling and painted headboard. There are ~ee' 
entrances: a pair of paneled wood double doors at the west end of the room adjg.cent to the stair landing, and paneled 
wood doors .at the northeast and northwest corners of the room which access the- balcony aisle. Above the double 
doors is a boxed soffit featuring simple flat board panels and small nailhead trim blocks. 

The room's most outstanding architedu!al feature is a ribbon of six windows along the east wall,. each featuring a 
textured amber glass light crowned with a Stained g1ass transom featuring_ a shield motif. These windows feature 
operable hopper mechanisms and face an interior light well crowned by a skylight. l3eneath these windows, the 
baseboard include$ a series of decorative-metal vents. There is also an origjnal, four-fin cast iron radiator along the 
north wall of the room which features embossed floral embellishment. 

View east of windows in the Valhalla room. 
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View west in the Valhalla room toward the mezzanine level stair landing. 

Detail of textured and stained glass windows Detail of wainscot in the Va/ha/fa room 

Verdandi Club Room (Third Aool) 
The V erdancli club room was traditionally used as a library by the Sweclish Society and is located on the third floor 
opposite the stair landing. It is accessed by a small, strafr run of four steps with a solid, painted wood bannister 
featuring an incised floral motif. The entry is a stained, paneled wood door with flat board trim. A metal sign 
reading: "Club Room SW Society's Members Only" is located on the upper portion of fhe door. A similar sign 
reading ''V erdandi" is located on the fl.at board trim above the door . 
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The interior of the room features wood floorlng and includes a fireplace inglenook agalnsl: the easfwall The fireplace 
features a firebox crowned wiih an arched brick surround with keystone, while the base features gr~en-glazed 
ceramic tiles. A stained wood mantle is supported by rurllh~d trim blocks. Flanking the fireplace are built-in 
bookcases with a stained wood finish. At the outer edge of ihe bookcaSe tops are curved wooden elements wiih a 
pierced heart motif. The upper walls flanking the fireplace feature small wood windows wiih bullseye glazing. The 
inglenook itself is flanked by closets featuring paneled wood doors 'wiih bullseye-glazed lights. 

. . ·. 
Entry to the Verdandi dub room View east in the Verdandi dub room 

petail of the fireplace inglenook in the Verdandi dub room 

The room is crowned with a boxed beam ceiling,. while the walls feature stained wood piers and a chair rail wiih 
. nailhead trim blocks. Large brackets with a scrolled profile are located where the piers meet the boxed beams. 1bree 
window openings are located along fue norih wall These feature bullseye glazing and stained wood surrounds wiih 
nailhead i:rim blocks at ihe comers. Mechanical lighting in ihe room is provided by non-historic wall sconces, as well 
as two large non-historic pendant lights. 

Large, floor-to-ceiling built-in bookcases are located along ihe west wall of ihe room flanking the doorway. These 
feature cabinets with paneled doors at the base, and glass-fronted bookshelves at ihe top. A set of stairs at the 
southwest comer leads down to the Svea lodge room to the sO:nth. 
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SVea Lodge Room (Third Aool) 
The Svea lodge room is located at the southern end of the tlrlrd floor and houses the Swedish Society's archives. The 
room features trapezoidal walls angling inward to meet a stained wood boxed beam ceiling. A± the center and west 
end of the room,, stained wood piers with oversized brackets join with the boxed beams. The walls feature a stained 
wood wainscot set in a grid pattern. The flooring is carpeted.. A low platform is located at the east end of the room. 
The rear of the platform is flanked by two battered engaged rolumns which are essentially identical to those found in 
the Balder lodge roOJ+l. The columns axe crowned with capitals featuring an 'X' motif, and the upper face of each 
column includes painted linear reliefs, as well as a lighting sconce. Running between the tops of the columns is 
wooden mantle resting on nine scrolled brackets. The wall beneath the mantle includes a stained wood chair rail. 

View toward the east end of the Svea lodge room 
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The south wall of the room includes two small built-in bookcases beneath punched window openings. Small metal 
ladders are affixed to ·the window sills. The room also includes two original, ten-fin cast iron radiators along the 
north and south walls, re$pectively. A stained wood door is located near the northwest comer of the room and 
accesses the hallway adjacent to the stalr landing. In this same area is a short staircase with a solid bannister featuring 
a pierced floral motif rising to meet the door to the V erdandi club room. (Members of the Swedish Society state that 
the bannister is not'historic, but was installed for safety reasons and was aesigned to match the stair railings 
elsewhere in the building.) In addition to natural lighting, the room is illuminated by six non-historic pendantlighi:S 
suspended from the boxed beam ceiling. 

Interior. Main stairway and Landings _ 
The main stalrs in:the Swedish American Hall are carpeted and :feature similar :finishes on all levels. These include a 
painted board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding on ~e exterior walls, and a decorative painted wood 
screen on the interior side featuring a pierced teardrop motif. The newel posts are pain±ed and include an incised 
floral motif, while the newel posts and handrails consist of stained wood. The stair landings at each floor level feature 
sheet vinyl flooring and access a north-south hallway. Moving south down the hallway, one turns right to access the 
continuation of the stairs to the next level. 

From the Swedish American Hall main entry, the stairs rise in a straight run to the second floor landing. Opposite the 
landing is a paneled wood closet door (unpamted) with flat board mm painted, white. The door header is crowned 
with nail head trim blocks. To the right of the closet is an identicai door which accesses a men's restroom. The closet 
area and restroom have since been converted to an elevator shaft 3 To the right (east) of the second floor landing are 

· the doors for the coat check area for Freja Hall. To the south is a hallway which accesses a restroom and an ante room 
for the Balder lodge room. · 

View north up the stair5 from the main entry 
to the second floor landing. 

Second floor landing. From left to right a closet, men's 
room and double doors leading to the· Freja Hall ante room. 
Both the closet and men's room were removed in 2014 to 

install C!n ADA compliant elevator. 

From the second_ floor to the mezzanine level, the stairs include a quarter turn illuminated by a double-hung, wood­
sash leaded art glass window facing a light well. The window includes textured gfuss panels with a dial:nond motif at 
center. The frame consists of painted wood and is ~owned with nailhead trim blocks. To the right · (east) of the 
mezzanine level landing are the doors to the Vallialla banquet room. To the north is a hallway and door to the Freja 
ttallbalcony. To the south is ahallaccessingthe·doorto a kitchen. 

3 In 2014 the closet and restrooms at the upper stair landings were removed to instalf an ADA compliant elevator. Doors and trim work were salva{Jed.for reuse or 
storage where possible. 
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Detail of stairs at second floor as they rise toward the mezzanine. Detail of leaded glass window at the quarter­
tum landing of the staircase. 

From the mezzanine level to fhe third floor, the stairs :include a quarter turn illuminated by a single leaded art glass 
window facing the light well This window is very similar to double-hung window described above, but is more 
horizontally oriented. The frame consists of painted wood and is crowned with nailhead trim blocks. Opposite the 
top of the landing is a paneled wood closet door (unpainted) with u:ttpallrted fl.at board trim. The door header· is 
crowned wiih nail head trim blockS. To the right of the closet is an identical door which accesses a women's 
restroom. As mentioned above, ihe closet area and restroom have since been converted to an elevator shaft. 

The third floor landing is illuminated by a large, pyramidal multi-pane skylight wiih a paneled wood base. Flacldng 
the skylight are two Arts and Crafts style hooded brass light fixtures hanging by metal rods from ihe ceiling. The 
light fixtures appear to be converted gas lights and are presumed original to ihe building. To the right (east} of fhe 
third floor level landing are fhe stairs and door for ihe V erdandi club room. To the soufh is a hallway which accesses 
the door to ihe Svea lodge room and library. 

Detail of window at the stair landing ~etween the 
mezzanine level and the third floor. 

View from the stairs toward the third floor landing. The door 
accesses a doset since converted into an elevator shaft. 
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Detail of skylight above the third floor landing. Detail of light fixture. 

Interior (Fiist Rom): Former Commercial Space at2172 Market Street 
To the right of the entry hall is a reception area, formerly used as a store addressed as 2172 Market Street. The room 
can be ac:ceSsed via open doorways at the northwest and southwest comers. The upper portion of the wall on the 
west side of the room has been partially opened to create a visual connection with the entry hall. This opening is 
flanked by simple pilasters. The room features a board-and-batten paneled wainscot, although this :finish does not 
appear original. The northeast comer of the room includes a built-in non-historic cabinet bookshelf with glass doors. 
At the northwest corner of the ro= is a fully-glazed Wood door with flat board trirn which accesses an office. This 
door, which does not appear original, features frosted glazing and lettering that reads "Swedish Society of San 
Francisco 1875 Office." Lighting is provided by non-historic sconces witli tulip shades. AB of early 2014 this room-as 
well as the store to the east, hlstorically addressed as 2168 Market Street-was in f?.e process of beill.g converted into 
a restaurant seating area. 

View south of the reception area, formerly 
used as a store at 2172 Market Street 

View north of the reception area, formerly 
used as a store at 2172 Market Street. 
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lnterior(First Hool): Fonner Commercial Space at 2168 Market Street 
The commercial space addressed as 2168 Market Street was most recently used as a restaurant None of the furlshes 
m this room appear original The flooring consists of black and composite floor tiles. A curved wooden counter is 
located at the northeast end of the ro0m, and ~e southern end of the west wall mcludes a wooden wainscot. At the 
northeast corner of the room is a doorway accessing a food preparation and storage aiea with ceramic tile flooring. A 
doorway~ this area connects to a hall with ceramic tile fl.oormg. The hall runs west to connect with the mam entry 
hallway; · . 

View south of the store area formerly 
addressed as 2168 Market Street 

Interior: First Floor Ante Room & Kitchen 

View riorth of the store area formerly 
addressed as 2168 Market Street. 

· At the northwest comer of the ~t floor, just beyond the rear stairway leading_ down to the basement, is an ante 
room and a kitchen. The east wall of the ante room features two bands of unpamted flat boards w:fth hangln.g hooks. 
The west and south walls include large wooden storage cabinets with paneled doors. The floormg in the ante rooni.. 
includes a stained border. Beyond the ante room is a small kitchen with a re£rigerator, sink and cabinets along the 
west walL The center of the east wall 0£ the kitchen mcludes a paneled, uripainted wood door which ac~ses the 
_meeting room.. This door is £1.ank~d by large paneled wooden cabmets (pamted white) that may· be origlnal to the 
building. Lightmg is provided by a pendant globe fixture mounted to the ceiling. The north wall of fue kitchen 
features non-historic paneled wood double doors which access an outdoor area enclosed by fencing. Above fue doors 
is a large wood transom With a wire screen. Some finishes m fuis previously remodeled mterior space were altere.d by 
the 2014 rehabilitati.on project. 
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View north from rear stairway toward the ante room; This 
stairway leads to a back of house area ror cafe Du Nord. 

lnterior(Second Aool): ~ja Hall Coat Check and Vestibule 

\fiew south from ante room into the kitchen. 
Note the rear exit doors. 

Tunrlng right '.it fhe second floor landing is an entrance to an ante room providing a: coat check area for 
Freja Hall The south end of fhe room features a long, non-historic bar with a laminate top. The walls 
behind the bar are clad with non-historic wood paneling. The flooring in the room appears to be sheet 
vinyl. The ceiling~ b~d board. The norfh _side of the room includes double doors opening into Freja HalL 
A large closet is located at the norfheast comer of the vestibule. Its walls are clad with a board-and-batten 
wainscot with leafher pape:r panels. 

Ante room with non-historic ·bar and wall paneling \fiew north along the vestibule 
· halfway toward Freja Hall. 

A wooden door is located at the east end of the coat check area and accesses a vestibule providing passage 
between Freja Hall and the Balder lodge room. Along fhe east wall ai:e a series of paneled wood doors 
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opening to ~orage lockers. Although tl).e.f:inish s!:aln on the doors is similar to that used elsewhere in the 
buildlng, the lockers d.o not appear historic as the back walls of the locker interiors reveal a batten leather 
paper wainscot. A women's restroom is accessed from the hallway by a paneled wood door. It features 
peach-colored floor and wall tiles, likely installed at midcentury. The non-historic bar, wall cladding and 
lockers in this area were removed by a 2014 rehabilitation project. · 

Interior (Mezzanine LeveO: Kitchen 
A kitchen is located at the southwest corner of the mezzanine level. It is accessed via a hallway with two doorways: 
one doorway opens into the southwest comer of the Valhalla banquet room, and the other opens into the hallway off 
the mezzanine level stair landing. The kitchen features woed paneled cabinets, gyps= board walls and composite 
floor tiles. A coIDlltercial grade gas stove is located near the southwest comer of the room adjacent to a double-hung 
wood window. A stainless steel sink is set at an angle in the northwest comer of the kitchen adjacent to a pair of 
double-hung wood windows with textured glazing facing a light well This kitchen was remodeled py a 2014-201.'? 
rehabilitation project. · · 

. Detail view south of the kitchen at the southwest 
comer of the mezzanine level. 

Interior. Restrooms 

Detail view north of the mezzanine level kitchen. 

The Swedish American Hall includes a number of restrooms located on each floor except the mezzanme level One­
stall men's restrooms located adjacent to the stair landings on the second and third floors were removed and 
relocated in 2014 to install an accesmble elevator. Other restrooms were remodeled or relocated. 

Cafe Du Noni 
The Cafe Du Nord occupies the majority of the basement level of the Swedish AmeriCan. Hall It is accessed from the 
sidewaJk via a terrazzo threshold and paired wood doors with diamond lights. A straight-run staircase leads down 
into the main room, which features a painted wood boxed beam ceiling. The room is divided approximately in half 
by a series of square columns running horth-south through the space. These columns feature paneled wood bases, 
and some include sconce light fixtures as well as painted acanthu5 leaf brackets where they meet the ceiling beams. 
Similar acanthus leaf brackets are also used at the base of ·some of the box beams above the bar, as well as in the 
southwest corner of the room. The room is wrapped by a s!:alned wood paneled wainscot The flooring is a :a:rlxture of 
carpet and composite floor tiles. 
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Detail of neon sign for the cafe Du Nord Detail of terrazzo -threshold 

.. 
To the east is the bar, which appears original to the building. The front of the bar features a polished wood top and a 
brass railing at the base. The back bar is mirrored and includes a series of square, paneled columns with a triangle 
motif in the panels. These columns support an entablature con,sisting of a paneled frieze wifu fl.oral ornaments, 
echinus and astragal molding, and leaf molding. The base of the service bar includes a series of drawers and cabinets 
With metal hard.;,,.are. Near the center of the bar is an inlayed panei featuring various silhouettes, inc;luding those of a 
person and a spoon. At the southeast end of the room adjacent to the bar is a kitchen and storage area. 

At the northeast corner of the room adjacent to the bar is a small seating area featuring a stained wood paneled 
wainscot. A passageway running east-west fi;om this area runs beneath. the stairs to conned with the southwest 
corner of the room. The south.west comer of the room features a raised platform segregated by brass railing and two 
paneled wood posts featuring a triangle motif identical to that used on the bar. In 2014, this portion of th~ room was 
converted into a restroom area, while other areas within the Cafe Du Nord were substantially remodeled. 

View north of the Cafe Du Nord from the base of the entry 
stairs. The stage is visible in the distance at center left. 

View of the southwest comer of the cate Du Nord. In 2014 
this area was reconfigured to accommodate restrooms. 
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A stage and dance £1.oor are located toward the rear (north) end of the care. The east side of thls area features a raised 
seating platform separated from the dance floor by a wooden railing. The east wall of the seating area includes a 
paneled wood wainscot. A sound booth is located at the southwest comer of room, and an additional bar is located 
along the west wall. This bar features a paneled wood base with. a brass railing.· 

A passageway at the west end of the stage accesses a quarter-tum staircase rising to the first floor. A flush wood door 
near the base- of the strurs provides access to a small dressing room/storage area wifh concrete flooring. 

~;. .·: . . .. 
Detail of the bar. View of the dance floor and raised seating area. 
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CONSTRUCTION HISlORY 
Tue Swedish American Hall was constructed in 1907 as a combination soCial. hall and rommercial building for the 
Swedish Society of San Francisco. It served as a replacement for Scandia Hall, another social hall owned by various 
Swedish societies, which was destroyed during the 1906 Earthqu;llce (see the discussion of the Swedish Society later 
in thjs report). The lot where the Swedish American Hall now stands was previously occupied by a two-story flats 
building and a va<==;t lot owned by Elise A. Drexler, widow of the millionaire Lomis P. Drexler, who had died in 

1899. A notice in The Scm Francisco Call in 1901 states that, while she was "not a society woman in the usually accepted 
meaning of the phrase,'; the Van Ness Avenue mansion owned by her and her husband. was the site of many social 
gatherings. 4 The article also mentionS tha~ she owned a large number of buildings in the city, and that as "a woman 
of strong opinions" she prohibited the sale of liquor at properties owned by her. Drexler was a noted developer in the 
city during the early 20th century, while also using her fortune for a variety of philanthropic pursuits . 

. .. if-~-·\:~~: . ~~- · .. · .. ·\. 
·-~· . ::·~~:i 

·. ::· 

1905 Sanborn Map (sheet 267) with the parcel tod?Y 
· occupied by the Swedish American Half h~ghfighted 

1901 San Frandsco block book showing the 
parcel as being owned by Elise A. Drexler. 

Drexler sold the parcel to the Swedish Society of San Francisco in September 1906. 5 Initially, the Swedish Society 
considered keeping the existing building on the lot, but it "proved upon investigation not to pe fit for repftlrs-it 
could not be altered as to meet the requirements."6 The existing building was then sold and moved by its new owner 
to another l~cation.7 The Swedish Society then formed a building committee, and "the results were quick and 
decisive. The well known architect, Mr. Aug. Nordin, engaged by the committee, soon had the plans and 
specifications ready, and these were accepted."8 

4 The San Francisco Gau, "Mrs. Elise Drexler Notifies Wine Dealers That They May Not Remain on Her Premises; March 28, 1901, 12. 
s The San Francisco Call, 'Real Estate Transactions,' Seplember 12, 1906, 12. 
s SWecfJSh Sociely of San Francisco, The Swedish Society's Golden Jubilee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, Swedish Society of San Francisco, Ociober 1925, 21. 
1 San Francisc:o Architectural Heritage, "SWecfJSh Society Continues Proud stewardship ofils H"JSIDric Home; Heritage News, Vol. XXVlll, No. 3 (May/June 
~H . . 
s Swedish Soc:lely of San F~isco, The Sweclish Society's Golden Jubilee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, Swedish Sociely of San Francisco, Ociober 1925, 20. 
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Fun~g for the land purchase a!}d.construction of a new hall was provided by the Swedish Society, as well as a large 
sum offered by Erik 0. Llndblo:m, known as one of the "Three Lucky Swedes" who discovered gold in the Nome 
:mining district during the Alaska Gold Rush. Lindblom invested his considerable fortune in a variety of pursuits, 
and in 1908 helped create the Swedish-American Bank, for which he serV-e~ as vice president. 

·---.. -----·----..-. 

March 1907 view of Market Street. The aJTOw points to the future location of the Swedish American Hall 
San Frandsco Metropolitan Transpo,rt:ation Authority archives, photo U01220. 

Pians for the new hall were drawn by architect August Nord.in, who is d.iJ!cussed at lengih later in this ~on. They 
show the building much as it appears today, including the unusual twm gables with oversized barge boards. Among 
the various items specified for the primary facade are "English discs," apparently corresponding to bullseye glazing, 
surrounding the main entry; storefront windows and transoms with hinged sashes; leaded glass windows; stucco on 
metal lath cladding in the gable ends; a clinker brick chimney; and a galvanized iron roof ridge. Other drawings 
show that the building was served by both electric incandescent and gas lighting, and that it was designed to · 
accommodate an elevator shaft located adjacent to the main stairs. 
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The original building permit, number 9876, was filed in May 1907. The permit speci.fies the. construction of a three­
story-plus-mezzanine wood frame building. Several sheets of original drawings also survive in the Swedish Society's 
archives9 and show the front elevation and all floors except the basement level. A footing and drainage plan is also 

· included (see Appendix). · 

On May 4, 1907 the building contract was announced in The San Francisco Ctill: "The Sweillsh Society of San Francisco 
with Andrew Olson Ross & McCormack,, Carlson & Swanson, Victor Stanquist and Richard J. H. Forbes-To erect a 
three story frame building on NW line of Market Str~ ..• $35,204." According to the Swedish Society's golden 
jubilee history, Andrew Olson completed the woodwork, ·carlson and Swanson the painting and decoration, 
S~dquist the brick and foundation work, and Mr. Pontus Franklin installed the plumbing.10 

s These are not rerord drawings or •as builr drawings. 
10 Swedish Society of San Francisco, The Swedish Society's Golden Jubilee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, Swedish Society of San Francisco, October 1925, 22-
23. 
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By June the building was under construction. A notice in the Swedish language newspaper, Vestkust:en, included a 
conceptual drawmg of the building. The accompanying text states: · 

We are pleased to produce a picture of the Swedish Society buil([jp.g as it will look when finished. 
Up to now ~ walls are erected to the :first floor only, but the work is progressirig rapidly under 
builder Andrew Olson's leadership. The architect,. who as well as the builder is Swedish, is Angust 
Nord.in.: The building should be completed at a cost of approximately $40,000 and includes a large 
basement, two stores and a meeting room on the first floor, a large hall and two lodge rooms on the 
second floor. The front of the building is c;livided into two floors above the shops and contains a 
lodge room, pantry, etc. and a clubroom .... No expenses have been spared in the builcling's 
constructio:n, thanks ~o Iv.fr. E. Llndblom's benevolence in placing all necessary means at the 
society's disposal The cornerstone of the builcling will be placed to coincide with a singing festival 
here at the end of July.11 

I 

11 Veslkusten, June ZT, 1907 

A conceptual drawing of the Swedish American Hall 
appearing in Vestkusten iJ? June, 1907. 
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The cornerstone for the Swedish .American Hall was laid on July 2:1, 1907, with the attendant ceremony described in 
the San Francisco Oironide the following day. 

The Swerush Society of San Francisco and Oakland laid the comer 
stone of the Swedish-American hall yesterday afternoon with much 
ceremony and great rejoicing. The members of the society assembled at 
the _Swedish Lutheran Church, Fifteenth and Dolores streets, and 
marched behind an orchestra to Veterans' Hall on Duhoce avenue, 
where the Unite?- Swedish Singers of the Pacific Coast, now holding a . 
convention and singing festival in San Francisco and Oakland, joined 
the local society, and the procession then marched to the new structure 
on Market Street .... The hall wJ:tlch is in the course of construction 
covers a site 50 by 100 feet; is of most attractive design and Wm be 
quite an ornament to ~at part of Market street. The groUIJ.d floor will 
coritain two stores and a meeting hall. The_ banquet-room and kitchen 
will be located in the mezzanine floor, while the second floor will 
cop.tain a large assembly hall, a lodgeroom, ladies parlor, committee 
rooms and other apartments. The library and clubrooms will be located 
on the third floor, and a large banquet hall for special occasions will be 
located in the basement,. with a separate entrance from· the street. The 
building is to be completed and ready for occupancy in about four 
months.12 

. CORNER ·STONE. 
. OF SWEoi~u HALL 

Many Visllors Attend Ceremony 
---AttraoUve Structure 

to ~e Built. 

Tho Swedlah f?t>elat)' oC s..,, Ftrutclac<> 
and O•l<land ll>lc} !,ho cor11or al.Ono "[ 
tho th\'o41al1•Amarlenq hllll )'calor•ln.y 
11(tt rtioq,n. Wlth mu:c)l_ c;orcmpny nJld 
...-~,,. t rl!Jblcln&. ~ho momhra ot tho 
•oolot)' na1emblo4 iti .tho l!W•dl•h Lu· 

-tn•tnn Chutcll, .ll'lfleonUt .And Dolor"• 
11trcota. und · mn:robod bahhut 1111 or ... 
chaatra. t.Q 'l"atera.na' 1l~JJ. On Duboz;a 
1t~•n110, -,,•l1•r• the Unlt•d llw•dlab 1lln51-
oro of Lb" l'nclOa Co~•I. now baldlnir 
a canve11Lh1u nntl m.tns:lng tentva.l ln 
:;nn 1-""tnnclrc.-o nml On.klnnd, jpfnnd tho 
lot'ri"I •C'lcfC!tT& and tho }lTCCC•.dcut tl1on 
ma1-cl1~J to 11\0..riow atrncturo, on htar­
hol KkCM.. hat.wean Church sr.nd -Slln­
~h~;r; rtrae.trr.. 

San Francisro Chronicle, 
July 28, 1907 

The Swedish American Hall was formally dedicated on December 22, 1907: The San Francisco Cl;.roni.cle mentions that 
the dedication for the new $50,000 building included a holiday themed celebration: . · 

·Evergreen decorations, appropriate to· the holiday season and not lacking in significance to these 
people whose memories hark back to a certain country of Northern Europe, were artistically 
arranged throughout the interior of the beautifttl banquet hall of the new building. President R 

. Dybergh acted as toastmaster of the evenihg, and the responses of the officers and me!nbers of the 
society on whom he called were all of a congratulatory nature and full of praise fqr E. 0. Lindblom, 
the society's honorary member ... ."Both the architect and builder were heartily' congratulated for 
the successful termination 9f their plans. nn 

One of the only .early photographs known of the Swedish American Hall confums many of the details in Nordin'; 
drawing. The storefronts originally featured recessed entry vestibules flanked by display windows, and were 
cro~ed by multi-light transoms. The piers (or pilasters) flanking the storefronts and the entrance to Cafe Du Nord 
feature sIDi.ple capitals. The light .fixture hanging at the entrance was a round globe. Among other interesting details 
in the image, the roofing shingles were applied in patterned courses, and the finials rising from the twin gable en~ 
were crowned with globes. The photo also shows that the north and south ends of the roofline were crowned with 

. flagpoles flying the flags of_the United States and Sw:den. 

1i San Francisco Chronicle, 'Comer Stone of SWedish Hall; July 28, 1907. 
13 San Francisco Chronicle, 'fraternal Hall is Dedicated,' December 23, 1907. 
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Th<-Amni=-::itk.·:i..;,,.,·~~:,,21~fF1£;~'£;£~L._ 
(Ted Olsson Collection) 

Architectural Influences 
Nordin's design for the fa~de of the Swedish American Ha]. is unique in San Francisco. Some elements fl.ow from 
traditional Swedish design conventi.0ns, such as the steeply-pitched gable ends with decorative bargeboards;-as well 
as the stepped roofline parapets which recall ci;ow-stepped gables used on many historic buildings in Sweden. Other 
features of the building's exterior are clearly rooted in Arts and Crafts design as practiced in the Bay Area, including 
exposed rafters and brackets, as well as the use of wood shingle and clinker brick cladding. 

The building's most conspicuous exterior feature is the central bay capped by twin gables which,. along with the third 
fl.oor gable dormers, provides a symmetrical hierarchy at the roofl.ine. Yet the primary facade is also distinguished by 
a pronounced asymmetry, as evidenced by the contrasting flush and bay window treatments at the second floor, as 
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well as the projecting gable. above the primary entry. The building's scale is also cleverly manipula±~d along the 
fu..91-de, such that it presents as a three-story structure, while the interior includes three stories and a mezzanine level 

The b"Uilding' s interior is marked by a number of hall rooms distinguished by their fine woodwork, most frequently 
expressed through the use of stained wood wa.IDscots, brackets and boxed beam ceilings. While some of the interior 
decoraiive motifs may recall Swedish or Scandinavian designs, the building's overall interior aesthetic is most cl.early 
rooted in Arts & Crafts design conventions. · 

In 1916, the San Francisco Chronicle wrote ¢the building: 
The structure is of most attractive design. The lower story, including the vestibUJ.e, is of clinker 
brick and the :interior is elaboratefy finished in stain pine and pressed leather panels. The floors and 
roofs are can:ied ~m exposed timber trusses, highly ornamented. Leaded windows of opalescent 
glass give a quaint effect to the interior. The lodge rooms, halls, banquet-room and library cp:e all 
furnished in the most approved s!yle and the building throughout is homelike and decidedly 
comfortable. The ventilation and lighting and heaiing systems could not be lln.proved upon.14 

The Arts and Crafts s!yle took root during the late 19th century and remained popular through the 1930s. l5 

Aesthetically, the s!yle emphasized simplicity of design, the use of unadorned natural materials and hand-crafted 
construction, and was applied to both architecture and the decorative arts. As expressed in the San Francisco Bay 
Area bY archiflrls such as Bernard Maybeck, the style was also strongly influenced by Gotlric design, as well as 
elements of the Shlngle style, and is sometimes referred to as the First Bay Tradition s!yle. 

The Craftsman style was a subset of the Arts and Crafts movement, most frequently employed on a mass scale for the 
construction of Craftsman bungalows. Indeed, the rectilinear themes and extensive use of stained wood trlln. used for 
the interior of the Swedish American Hall shares much in comm.on with the finishes used in contemporary 
Craftsman houses. It is worth noting that one distinctive interior feature, the copious use of nailhead trlln blocks, was 
also employed by August Nordin in his designs for New Era Hall-another combination social hall and commercial 
building located on the 2100 block of Market Sti:eet. 

August Nordin, Architect 
Swedish American Hall is significant as an early work by master architect, August 
Nordin (1869-1936). Between circa 1897 and 1936, Nordin designed more than 300 
buildings, including fraternal halls, churches, apartment houses, multi-family 

dwellings and private residences:16 Surviving examples of Nordin's work 
demonstrate his mastery of divergent architectural styles and his skill in working 
with a variety of building materials. Nordin more' frequently employed 
individualized designs as opposed·to variants on a single design theme, and his 
strengths as a designer are evident in the careful balance of scale, proportion and 
omam.ent. 

August Nordin was born in Stockholm, Sweden in 1869 and immigrated to the 
United States in 1891. Between 1892 and 1899, San Francisco city directories list 
August Nordin (~Norden, Nordan, Nicolaus A Nordin and N. August Nordin) 

as "carpenter" or "contractOr."17 'I'.he Biographical Dictionary of American 
Archltects (Deceased) reports that Nordin had received "a thorough training in 

August Norclin, ca. 1910 
(Collections of 1he Sw~ 

American Hall) 

1-4 "Swedish Sociel,y is a Growing Organization-Big Fraternal Body Strongly Estabfished Here,' San Franc:isr;o Chronicle, July 9, 1916, 19. 
1s 1n San Francisco some variations of the Craftsman style evolved info 1he Fnst Bay Tradition archi!eclure. 
16 August Nordin Obituary: The Amhited and Engineer; January 1936. 
11 Research by Tom Mayer, San Francisco Archiiec:tural Heri1age, Herilage NewsNol. XXVlll, No. 3, Page 7. 
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architecture" and opened an office in San Francisco in 1899. However, a newspaper real ~te notice indicates that' 

Nordin was building houses at least as early as ~896.18 '· 

The 1900 city directory lists August Nordin as an architect, _with offices at 1926 Market Street Followmg the i906 
Earthquake, Nordin temporarily relocated to an office at 563 Fillmore Street, running almost daily advertisements ~f 
his services in the San Francisco Call from June through September. By 1908,_ Nordin had set up practice in the Mills 
Building at 220 Montgomery Street where he remained until his death. 

Nordin was a member of the Swedish ~ociety of San Francisco and served on the Swedish Exhibition Committee in 
preparation for the 1915 Panama Pacific International Ex1:u"bition where it was reported that his practical ideas were 
repeatedly adopted at m.eetings.19 He also oversaw the onsite construction of the Swedish building for Exhibition and 
was lauded for his ability to overcome numerous difficulties. At the time it was noted that Nordin had already 
designed"~ fewer than 300 buildings since he belonged to our society [the Swedish Society], among which are 
several major hotels and residences for some millionaires.''20 

City directory and U.S. Census records indicate that Nordin frequently moved within San Francisco during his 
career, living at 853 Folsom Street in i900; 501 Emma Street ID. 1905; 1858 Fell Street in 1910; 412 Ashbury Street in 
1912; and 1541 Oak Street in 1917; 1360 Page Street in 1920; and 1390 Central Avenue in 1930. N~rdin had several 
children with his first wife, Annie Nordin, a native of Ireland, who. passed away in 1898. Nordin was remarried by 
1910 to Florenq! Nordin, and. had one additional child. Nordin appears to have trained his sons, Leonard and Robert, 
in ~e building trades. Both identified themselves as carpenters during the 1910s and early 1920s, and by 1924, 
records indicate that Leonard was working as a building superintendent ~bert Nordin received an architectural 
license in 1931 and also worked in the Mills building.21 Several of Nordin's siblings _also lived in the Bay Ar~ 
Nordin's sister, Alice Nordin, was a trained sculptor, while his brother was described as a "prominent electrician" 
living in Oakland. 22 

Nordin worked directly with the owners of the buildings he designed, rather than for developers who would sell the 
completed building to a third party. In this respect, each commission was unique, and individually designed to 
address the clienf s programmatic needs without sacrifice of design. Nordin' s buildings frequently play with massing . 
and volumes, such as used for the 1905 house of Edwin Bennett, a real estate investor who also commissioned the 
construction of New Era Hall at 2117 Market Street the following year. Nordin also favored strong articulation and 
shadow lines, amply represented by the Whiteside Aparbnents and the Altamonte Hotel, both completed in 1912. For 
these buildings Nordin used ihe thickness of the wall to create bay windows that are partially inset within the 
exterior plane of the building. 

1a "Builder's Con!racfs, • San Francisco Call, July 3, 1896. 
19 Vestkusten,'Svenske arkitekten,' June 26, 1913. 
20 Vestksuten, "Arkitek!AugustNordin,' June 24, 1915. 
21 Mary Brown, San Francisco Modem Architecture and Landscape Design 1935-1970 Historic Context Statement. {San Francisco: San Francisco Planning 
Deparrnent, 2010), Appendix B, p.4. 
22 Ves1kusten, 'San Francisco Personal News.• January 4, 1906. 
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Rats at 847-851 and 853-857 Cole Street designed by 
August Nordin and completed ca. 1904.23 (Google Maps) 

Nordin's designs most frequently display Oassical Revival style ornani.ent, which was dominant in San Francisco 
architecture from the tum of the century through the late 1920s. However, Nordin was equally adept at designing 
buildings influenced by Queen Anne; Art Nouveau, Spanish Colonial Revival and Craftsman precedents, as well as 
interpreting SeandinaVian architecture through hlS designs for the Swedish American Hall and his work as 
supervi.Smg architect for the construction. of the Swedish Pavilion for the 1915 P~. Pacific International· 
Exhibition. Nordin also designed several churches with strong Gothic influences. These include the Trinity English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church at 722. South Van Ness Avenue (1905), and the Ebenezer Swedish Lufhera:i:i. Church at 
15th and Dolores Streets (1903), whlch was destroyed by fire in 1993. 

Over the course of his career, Nordin demonstrated flexibility in adapting his designs to different construction 
methods. These include the brick masonry Twin Oaks Hotel at 1010 Post Street (1907), fue steel frame (clad with 
brick) Wmdeler Aparlq:tents at 424 Ellis Street (1915), and a reIDforced concrete parking garag~ at 675 Post Street 
(1919). Other examples of Nordin' s work that maintain a hlgh degree of integrity include the Lange house at 199 Carl 
Street (ca. 1900); a mixed-use building at 2761 Hyde Street that houses the Buena V:ista Cafe (1911); a residence at 435 
Cabrillo Street (1912); the Cristobal Apartments at 750 O'Farrell Street (1913); and a mixed-~e building at 295 
Miramar Avenue (1917). · 

Whiteside Apartments at 150 Franklin Street, designed by 
August Nordin and completed in 1912. (Google Maps) 

23 'Builders' Contracts." San Francisco CaR. November 11, 1903 • 

The Altamonte Hotel at 3048 16th Street, designed by 
August Nordin and completed in 1912. (Google Maps) 
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1950-1952 1 Street, designed by August Nordin and 
constructed in 1901 as a can factory. The building was 
severely damaged in 1906 and subsequently replaced. 

(Bancroft library) 

Ebenezer Swedish Lutheran Church and rectory, designed 
by August Nordin and completed in 1903. (San Francisco 
Public library Historical Photograph Collection, AAB-1410) 

Cristobal Apartments at 750 O'Farre/I Street (1_913) at top; 
Parking garage at 675 Post Street (1919) at bottom. 
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Edwin Bennett residence at 140 Divisadero Street 
completed in 1905. (Google Maps) 

buildings ipcorpora,t:e_. ~ ~~e~ ke 
·:. ' . ,.,:.}, 

New Era Hall at 2117 Market Street, Commissioned by 
Edwin Bennett and completed in 1907. (Google Maps) 

Several of Nordin's buildings, including 750 O'Farrell and 424 Ellis Street, are listed on the National Register as part 
of the Uptown Ten~erloin District. The flats at 1080-82 and 1086-88 Fulton Street ~e listed lo_cally :ip. the Alamo 
Square Landmark District. 150 Franklin Street is listed locally m the Market Street Masonry Landmark District. The 
ofher buildings are well represented on historic surveys conducted by fhe Juniqr League in fhe 1960s, and the 
Planning Department in 1976. . 

August Nordin died of a heart attack at fhe University of California Hospital mJanuary 1936. His obituary noted that 
he was a member of Islam Temple Shrine and the Scottish Rite.24 

Early Social Halls 
Jn fhe late 191h and early 2Q!h centuries, fraternal societies were one of the primary sources of health filsurance for fhe 
working class~, as well as burial services. At !heir peak in about 1920, over one quarter of all adult Americans were 

members of fraternal societies. 25 Some fraternal groups llinited membersJ;dp to a particular ethnic or religious group. 
Ofhers were pan-efhnic and centered on business or professional atfiliations, often combined wifh defined rituals and 
protocol Of the latter, the Masons and fhe Odd Fellows ~e well-known examples. Lesser known are groups which 
include the Knights of Pythias and the Woodmen of the World,. two fraternal lodges that were once active in the area 

surr~uncH:ng Swedish Am~ca:p. Han. · 

Of fhe 72 social halls listed in the 1907 city directory, only eighteen remain extant Surv:iv.ing buildings that housed 
fhese halls generally conform to one of three subtypes. The first includes single-story buildings that may or may not 
have been intended to be teni.porary. Simple in.construction, they did not require elaborate building materials, nor 
did they support ofh~ uses. Many were later replaced by permanent buildings on the ~a:ine-site, such as fhe Equality 
Hall at 139 Albion Avenue, while others were redeveloped as residential building sites such as fhe Veteran Hall at 
432 Duboce Avenue. Of the dozen o~ so examples of this type known from the period,. only one has survived.: the 
Woodmen of fhe World lodge at2140 Market Street {now the Lucky 13 bar), located on fhe same block as the Swedish 
American Hall. 

The second type included social halls that occupied temporary sites wifhin ofher buildings. These might include pre-
1906 Earthquake buildings where a generic storefront was useci as a hall; or when the lowest flat m a multi-story 
apartment building was used as a hall- Two examples of this type are extant Callegari's Hall at 421 Union Street 

24 August Nordin Obituary: The Architect and Engineer, January 1936. 
z Woodmen and Fratemarism (bookleij, Form 4154 R-5/97; Modem Woodmen ~f America History, 19?7. 
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(1906); and Coleman's Hall at 1988 Bush Street (ca. 1902). Howe"Ver, the facades of these buildiq.g give no indication · 
of their use as social halls .. 

The third type, to which Swedish American Hall belongs, are purpose-built mixed-use builc:lings where the ground 
floor was occupied by storefronts, while the meeting rooms were located on the upper floor(s). There are only rrine 
examples of this type constructed prior to 1907 which survive and have good integrity: Divisadero Hall at 321 
Divisadero Street (1896); Equality Hall at 139 Albion Street (1908); Findlay's Dancing Academy at 3245 16th ~treet 
(1907); Mission Tum V erin Hall at 3543 18th Street (1910); Oakland Hall at 1805 Divisadero Street (1903); Richmond 

_ Han at 309 4th Avenue (1908); the Sheet Metal Workers Hall at 224 Guerrero Street (1906); Stegeman's Hall at 225 
Valencia Street (1907) and New Era Hall at 2i21 Market Street (1906). The Sheet Metal Workers Hall is San Francisco 
Landmark #150, while Mission Turn Verin Hall is San Francisco Landmark #178. 

It should be noted that New Era Hall was also de~igned by August Nordin. Less than three months after the 1906 
Earthquake, businessman Edwin W. Bennett commissioned Norc:lin to design a speculative commercial and public 
assembly building just over two blo~ w~ of the Dolores Street fire line. Bennett, as a real estate investor, was 
clearly responding to the soaring demand for both commercial space and fraternal meeting rooms. New Era Hall was 
to be a rental property with two lodge rooms that could be rented to organizations in need of meeting places, with 
added revenue from two commercial storefronts on the ground floor. The building is =ently part of the San 
Francisco Historic Pl:eservation Commission's Landmark Designation Work Program. 

In the years following the 1906 disaster, many fraternal societies rebuilt their own permanent social halls. These 
included the Odd Fellows, who constructed a new hall at 7111 and Market Streets in 1907. The Order of Knights ?f 
Pythias built a large brick office builc:ling with ~eeting rooms at 101 Valencia Street in 1909, and the Masons 

constructed a new lodge at Van Ness Avenue and Oak Street in 1911.26 After World War II, membership in many 
fraterilal organization began a steady decline. Con1!fuuting factors included a dlminishing need for fraternal orders 
as insurance companies and doctors became more professionalized. Working class San Franciscans were also 
presented with an increasing variety of diversions for their spare time. TI 

. . 
:>i> Designed by San Francisco architects Charles Paff and John Baur, the Knights of Pythias hall was subsequenl!y purchased by the Salvation Army, which used 
!he building as its Northern California and Nevada headquarters unlil 1989. It was converted to residential use in the 1990s. 
ZI Siddeley, Leslie, The Rise and Fall of Fraternal Insurance Organizations. Humane Studies Review, V7, No. 2 Spring 1992. 
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SCANDINAVIAN IMMIGRATION AND THE SWEDISH SOCIE1Y OF SAN FRANCISCO 
The history of Swedes in San Francisco dates to the Gold Rush,. and a Swedish Consular Corps was established in_ the 

city as early as May 1850.28 The first great peak of Swedish immigration to the United States, however, occurred in 
the late 1860s, due in large part to several crop failures in Sweden. T.hls was followed by a sustained wave of 
immigration during the 1880s, when some 330,000 Swedes left for America. 29 By 1890, approximately 478,000 Swedes 
lived in the United States-although only a fraction of that number lived in California. U.S. Census figures indicate 
that fue Swedish population in California numbered only about 2,000 persons in 1870, although itwould more 1han 
double· over the following decade. By 1900, the Swedish population in California had grown to some 14,500 
persoris. 30 

. As Swedish immigrants arrived in San Francisco, they formed various organizations rooted in their ethnic identity. 
Many of these also included immigrants from other ~avian counfries. One of the earliest such organizations 
was fue Scandinavian Society of San Francisco, established in 1859 and dedicated to fue "welfare and kinship of 
emigrants from Sweden, Norway and Denmark."31 The charter membership included 46 Swedes, 19 Norwegians and 
12 Danes, and all of these languages were spoken at the Scandinavian Society's_ meetings. Along with fostering a 
communal social atmosphere, the· expressed common goal was to provide a meeting place for Scandinavians living in 
the Bay Area.32 The group produced theatricals, hosted numerous picnic outings, and also held an ·annual 
:Midsummer festival. By 1874, a visitor to San Francisco stated that there were over 400 .members of the Scandinavian 

Society, and 1hat the group had some $30,000 in capital conb:.ibuted by fue members. 33 Along wj.th many immigrant 
groups, fue Swedish and Scandinavian community was then centered Soufu of Market-at the time the.city's most 
pcpulous neighborhood. · 

DuPng 1his same period,, the Svenska Sfillskapet af San Francisco (Swedish Society of San Francisco) was formed,, :in 
many ways following fue model established by the Scandinavian Society. According to an article :in Heritage N=s, 
the Swedish Society traces its roots to 1873 and the formation of the Original Orpheus Singing Cub: 

After that group changed its name to the Singing Society Svea,. it held its first recorded monthly 
meeting, April 12, 1875. According to the 1925 official pistory, "from 1his date it might be truthfully 
stated dates our present Swedish Society." At the same time, the Svea Society, like so many eihnic 
associations in San Francisco, took steps to provide its members wifu sick benefi.t:i. Bylaws adopted 
June 14, 1875, stated: "It shall be the purpose and object of this Society to assist the sick and.bury its 
deceased members, to work for the IDaintenance of a choir, and to give literary and social 
entertaimnents." For a time, it appears there were two c:J.asses of members: fue singers and the 
or~ members, who probably joined for the social· activities and to take advantage of fue 
benefits. 

The name "Svea Society" did not survive long. One attempt to change it, to "The Swedish Union," 
failed,, but at fue meeting of September 6, 1875, the membership abandoned Svea :in favor of "The 
Swedish Society of San Francisco" ...• The Society's first meetings took place in a building on 
Montgomery Street, on the present site of the Mills Building. In the years that followed,, City 
Directories show the organization at a variety of downtown locations. u 

The 1876 city directory listing for the Swedish Society states fuat it was "Organized September 20, 1875. Numbers of 
members, eighty. Meets every Monday evening at 71 New Montgomery Street. Objects: To ~e care of sick members, 

28 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, (Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Works, 2000), 35. 
2B Swenson Swedish Immigration Research Center, 'Swedish Immigration to North America,• accessed 26 Oclober2014 from: 
http:/IWWW.augustana.edu/qeneral-infonna1ion/swen5on-center-/swedish-ameiican-immiaration-hislory _ 
""Allan Kastrup, The Swedish Heritage in America, (Minneapofis: Swedish Council of America, 1975), 481. 
31 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, (Yosemite, Ck The Range of Light Works, 2000), 49. 
32 Ibid: 50. - . 
33 Jbid: 31. 
34 San Francisco Archileclural Herltage, 'Sweatsh Sociecy Continues Proud Slewardship ofils Historic: Home,' Heritage News, Vol XXVll!, No. 3 (May/June 
2000), 6-7. . 
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aid the destitute, and bury the dead." Along with these objectives, a later Constitution of the Swedish Society states 
objectives to "encourage good singmg; to arrange literary and social entertalnm.ents, and to own and maintlln a 
library for the profit and pleasure of the members."35 

Nearly all of the early records of the.Society were destroyed by the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, but a retrospeetive 
published in 1916.by the San Frrmcisco Chronicle provides some illumination of the Swedish Society's formation and 
early years. 

At that time there was $830.30 in the treasury and plenty of enthusiasm in the membership. The 
early days of the society were marked by numerous pleasant events, such a.S concerts, dances and 
piciiics. New talent was developed among the singers, and the strangers and relatives from the old 
country found at once upon their arrival here a warm and earnest reception ... The first meeting 
place in San Francisco of the old Society of Svea was in sar{ders' Hall on New Montgomery Street 
Later the Swedish Society met in Irwin Hall on Post Street, Pythian Castle on Market Street, and 
Alcazar Hall on O'Farrell Street The early day concerts, entertainments and. theatricals were held 
by the society in Platt' s Hall, Odd Fellows'.' Hall, Turnverein and Saratoga Balls.36 

The .information above is largely confirmed by a 
history of the Swedish Society· which states that 
the period between 1877 and 1890. " ... seems to 
have been a period of steady growth and 
increasing membership and financial strength for 
each passing year. Annual outings, usually held 
at the old Shell Mound Park •.. socials, musicals 
and theafrical entertainments appear to have 
been frequent,. and, as appears from the programs 

. still in existence, must have furnished the 
membership with splendid entertainment.~'37 

Numerous other Swedish org<!!lizations were 
formed in San Francisco during the. late · 19th 
century, including the Swedish Women's 
Benevolent Society (1874), Swedish American 

Sw.edish Society of San Frandsco membership card, 1901. 
(Collections of the San Frandsco Public library) 

Political Qub (1890), The Swedish Gymnastic . 
Chili (1894), Swedish Drama Society (1895), and the Swedish Ladies Society (1896). 38 A number of Swedish religious 
institutions were also established-all of them in the South of Maiket. In 1884, Swedish immigrants purchased a lot at 
Mission and 9th Street and erected the Swedish Evangelical Lu~eran Ebenezer Church. The Mission Covenant 
Church, established in 1877, moved into a former German church located at Jessie and S:ixth streets in the late 1880s. 
The Covenant Church also operated the Seaman's Home at Drumm and Commercial streets. In 1897, the Swedish 
Baptist Church constructed a new church on 10th Street in the South of Market. 39 · 

One of the most important developments for the Swedish community was the establishment of Vestkusten. (The West 
Coast), a Swedish language newspaper launched in 1886. OrigID.ally published by Pastoi: Johannes Telleen of the 
Ebenezer Church,. and subsequently by Alrik G. Spencer, the paper was acquired in 1894 by Ernst Skarstedt and 
Alexander Olsson, both of whom had previously worked on the newspaper's staff. In 1897 Olsson assumed sole 
ownershipr and over the ensuing decades established.Vestkusten as the paper of record for the Bay Area's Swedish 
population. Through Vestkusten, Olsson documented births, deaths and marriages,.advertised commercial comings 

35 "Objects of !he Socie1y are Explained," San Francisco Chronicle, July 9, 1916, 19. 
36 "Swedish Society is a Growing Organization -Big Fra1emal Body S!rongly Established Here,' San Francisc9 Chronicle, July 9, 1916, 19. 
-st Swedish Society of San Francisco, The SWedish Society's Golden Jubilee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, SWedish Society of San Francisco, October 1925, 15. 
:ie Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate SWedes, {Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Worl<s, 2000}, 62-M. 
36 Ibid; 42-45. · 
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and goings, and kept his readers apprised of community events and celebrations. 40 Olsson would also serve as 
president of the Swedish Society from 1903 to 1905. 

The most important annual event for the Swedish community was the ·Midsummer Festival, which provided a 
symbolic bond between immigrants in the new world and their ancestral home. The pronrlnence of the :Midsummer 
Festival was such that the a number of Swedish organizations formed a committee to oigarrlze festivities for a 
Sweden Day, held May 14, 1894 during the :Midwinter Fair in Golden Gate Park. The event included a parade of 
Swedish societies, as well as a concert given by the Swedish orchestra and Swedish male chorus.41 According to a 
pamphlet prepared for the.Swedish Society's golden jubilee, over 6,000 Swedes participated, marking Sweden Day as 
"the first time on the Pacific Coast that Swedish people gathered in such great numbers to celebrate." 42 . . 

An outgrowth of the organizing committee was the foimcling of the Swedish American Patriotic League-heavily 
promoted by· Alexander Olsson in Ves8cu:sten-which would provide a central organization to promote similar 
events. Initially, the group consisted of 26 delegates from 10 organizations, of which the Swedish Society was the 
oldest and largest.43 The League 'was also :instrument.al in forming the Swedish-American Hall Association, 
incorporated in 1898. 44 As With the League, The Swedish-American Hall Association was comprised of members of 
.various Sw~h societies in San Francisco and Alameda County, including the new Swedish Society of Oakland,. 
formed in 1901 as Branch No. 1 of fue Swedish Society of San Francisco.45 In October l902, the Swedish-American 
Hall Association hosted a bazaar with the proceeds to be credited in "equal shares to the several societies 

- participating:'46 

·In April 1906,. their [the Swedish Society of San Francisco] meeting. 
place, Skandia Hall, on Ciiy Hall_ Avenue, fell tO the flames on the 
fust day of the fire that followed the great earthquake. With it, the 

<411 Ibid: 45-46. 
41 "For Old Sweden; The Morning Call, May 15, 1894, 4. 
-12 Swedish Socieiy of San Francisco, The Swedish Society's Golden Jubilee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, Swedish Sociely of San Francisco, October 1925, 15. 
-43 Ted Olsson, 'The Swedish American Patriotic League, A Historical PeISpec:five on lhe 10Qlh Anniversal)',' accessed November 7, 2014 from 
htto://www.sveadal:oro/#!historylcee5. · 
44 Sacramento Dal7y Union 'Articles of Incorporation; June 10, 1898. 
45 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate SWedes, (Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Works, 2000), 64. 
45 San Francisco CaH, "Swedish Societies Hold Bazaar; October?, 1902. 
Iii San Francisco CaU, "Swedes Commemorate Opening of New Hall,' May 4, 1904. 
e Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate _Swedes, (Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Works, 2000), fJ/. 

Swedish American Hall Draft Designation Report February 19, 2015 

256 

43 



. conflagration consumed all the Society's papers· and other pr~perty, including its cherished library, 
begun in 1877 with a handsome $500 appropriation to purchase books. The Swedish Lutheran 
Church, at 15th and Dolores, which itself had barely escaped the fire, generously offered a 
temporary home to the Society. The disaster focused the members' attention on having a 
permanent home. The $oci.ety' s official history states, "For many years it had beei:t a latent wish, an 
unrealized ambition; but catastrophe and adversity had brought the question to the fore; it was to 
be now or never." With the generous assistance of a member of the Svyedish co~unity who did 
not even belong to the. society, and insurance money, paid in full by a Swedish company, the 
Society began its recovery. 49 

The Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Ebenezer Church at 15th and Dolores streets in 1906. 
Dolores Street had been used as a fire break in tfie aftermath of the 1906 Earthquake. 

(california Historical Society) 

The events of 1906 were also recounted in a retrospective article about the Swedish Society published by the San 

Francisco Chronicle in 1916: 

At the time of the fire of April, 1906, the Swedish Society was comfortably situated in Scandia Hall 
... The conflagration swept away all the records of the society, furniture in its rooms, regalia and a 
horary of several thousand volumes. B~t fhe funds of the organization, amounting at that time to 
$25,000 were on deposit and did not disappear in the flames. Npt disconcerted in the least by the 
calamity, but, in fact, bound together in closer friendship by the disaster which affected all, the 
.members immediately reassembled and for some time conducted their meetings in the Swedish 
Lutheran Church, Fifteenth and Dolores sheets. Th~ society did not lose a :in.ember during these 
days ~f calamity. Prompt aid was given to those affiliated with the organization and also to their 
countrymen. Two months after the fue the building committee of the order recommended the 
purchase of the fifty-foot lot 2174 Market, near Sanchez Street .... The building committ~ was 
composed of the following: R Dybergh, Alfred Lundquist, Alex Olsson,. N. Trubeck, 0. $jorgren, 
0. Pearson and Emil Hogberg. so 

49 San Francisco Architectural Heritage, "Swedish Society Continues Proud Stewardship ofils Historic Home; Heritage News, Vol. XXVlll, No. 3 (May/June 
200016-7. . . 
50 "Members Give Aid to Brothers Sick or In Distress; San Francisr:o Chronicle, July 9, 1~16, 19. 

Swedish American Hall Draft Designation Report February 19, 2015 

257 

44 



The decision to purchase the lot on Market Street was made in cooperation with other Swedish organizations, 
including the ~esurrected Swedish Hall Associaiion, which expressed a desire to erect a new meeting place so long as 
the Swedish Society could furnish the £un:ds for the building site. 51 According to Muriel Beroza in her book, Golden 
Gate Swedes, the Swedish Society of San Francisco had sufficient funds to acquire the lot for a riew building, but-not 
enough to construct the building they envisioned: 

. The property was purchased on July 26, 1906 for $12,000. The old building on the property was­
sold and moved and a new building was erected ----The Swedish American Hall was completed in 
December 1907 at a cost of $42,720 in addition to the original price of the lot. The society's funds 
were now $21,285.41, n6t enough for the property and a new btiilding. Luckily, one of the more 
affluent members of the Swedish colony, Erik 0. Lindblom of Alaska Gold Rush fame, lent the 
Society $40,000 to complete the Swedish meeting hall By the 25th anniversary of the building in 
1925. [sic], the mo~ge was paid off, mcludingthe 2% interest rate. At the dedication ceremony on 
December 22, 190~, the Society rewarded the generous Lindblom with the first honorary 
membership m the Swedish Society. It is remarkable that the building was erected_ with such speed. 
The cornerstone was laid in July of that year complete with a copper box of memorabilia including 
the by-laws, a list of the membership, copies of the local newspapers and the Swedish paper 
Vestkusten. The Hall was ready for occupancy by the end of the year and was available to· the 
Swedish .people. The building was promptly put to use as a meeting place by all of the now 
numerous Swedish organizations, a function which it still serves to this day. 51 

Detail from a circa 1910 photo collage celebrating the construction of the Swedish American Hall. 
Note Erik Lindblom at center, architect August Nordin at center right, and Vestkusten publisher 

Alexander Olsson at lower left: (Collection of the Swedish Society of San Francisco) 

51 Swedish Sociely of San Francisco, The Swedish Society's Golden JubHee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, Swedish Sociely ofSan Francisco, Ociober 1_925,20. 

52 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, (Yosemile, CA: The Range ofLightWorks, 2000), 58-59. 
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Scandinavi~ns in Upper Market 
Along with the Swedes,. the late 19th and early 2Qth century was also marked by larg~cale immigration from other 
Sc;andina,vian countries. hritially, most Scandinavians settled in the Midwest, but sizeable West Coast popuiations 
were also established in California and Washlngton. Between 1890 and 1910, it is estimated that some 150,000 
Swedes, Norwegians and Danes settled along the Pacific Coast many of whom worked in lumber, shipbuilding, and 
fishing industries. Many others worked as carpenters and masons:53 In California, the Swedish population nearly 
doubled duriD.g the first decade of the 20th century, rising from approximately 14,.500 to 26,000 persons between 1900 
and l91Q.M 

When the Swedish American Hall was complete~ it stood in the midst of an emerging Scandinavian enclave that had 
begun to coalesce in the Mission Dolqres, Duboce Triangle and Upper Market areas at the turn of the century. With 
the exception of an older Mexican--American residential enclave adjacent to Mission Dolores, these areas were largely 
developed between circa 1885-and 1915. The catalyst for sustained development of the area was the opening of new 
mass transit routes, including tWo new lines developed in 1883: the Market Street Cable Railroad's Blue Line, which 
ran out Market Street to Valencia Street as well as the Red Lille, which ran out Haight Street to Golden Gate Park. 
These were followed by the VVhite Line, which opened in 1888 and ran out Market Str~ to Castro Street. These lines 
provided a connection with the City's downtown core, and by the turn of the 20th century the blocks in what are 
today the Duboce Triangle, Mission Dolores and Castro neighborhoods were in various stages of being built out. 

A major impetus in the development of the Scandinavian enclave in the area was the 1906 Earthquake and Fire, 
which displaced tens of thousands of residents living in the South of Market-including a substantial portion of the 
city's Scandinavian population. Even before the calamity of 1906, however, two major touchstones. of the 
Scandinavian co=unity had already relocated to the area. The Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Ebenezer Church 
moved from the South of Market to 15th and Dolores streets in 1904. Also nearby was St Ansgar' s Danish Evangelical 
Lutheran Church at 152 Church Street constructed in 1905. · 

Given the presence of these existing institutions, it was natural for many displaced Scandinavians to relocate to the 
area, much of which had been spared through heroic firefighting efforts. which confined the conflagration to the 

blocks east of Dolores Street.55 The Vestkusten newspaper likewise moved t~ the area shortly after the 1906 
Earthquiike. Publisher Alexander Olsson purchased a house at 30 Sharon Street, converting the downstairs to house 
offices and the printing presses. The paper would remain at this address until 1928, when new office space was 
acquired at 253 Church Street 56 : • • 

""Kay Melchisedech Olson, NoTWegian,.Swedish and Danish Immigrants 1820-1920, (Mankato, Minnesota: Capstone Press, 2002): 21-22. 
54 Allan Kastrup, The SWedish Heritage in America, (MinneapoOs: SWecfish Council of America, 1975), 503. 
ss This seclion is derived from Page & T umbul~ Upper Market Street Commercial Historic Distrlct DPR 5230 fonn: Market & Octavia Area Plan Historic Res'ource 
Survey (San Francisco Planning Departmen~ June, 2007). · 
56 Muriel N. Beroza, "From Ebenezer to Ves!kusten." Nonisfjeman, accessed November7, 2014 from h!!p:/Jwww.nordsfieman.com/news/pacilic; states/11661 
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The new home of the Vestkusten newspaper at 30 Sharon Street, 1908. (Nordstjeman) 

In the wake of the disaster, numerous other Swedish. and Scim.dinavian churches relocated to the area, as well as a 
few recreational facilities and social service organizations. Over time, the local Scandinavian community grew to be 
served by an array of institutions, most of which were concentrated west of Mission Street, north of 18th Street:, east 
of Castro Street and south of Dt¢ioce Avenue. These included the following: 

• Swedish Lutheran Ebenezer Church {200 Dolores Street) 
• . Swedish American Hall (2168-2174 Market Street) · 
• St Ansgar Danish Evap.gelical Lutheran Church (152 Church Street) 

Swedish EVan.gelical Mission Church I Mission Tabernacle (455 Dolores Street) 
• First Swedish Baptist Church (3459 17th Street) 
• First SwedishMeth~dist-Episcopal Church {439 ~uerrero Street) 
• Norwegian Lutheran Church (407 Dolores Street) 

Norwegian SIDging Society (431 Duboce Avenue) 
• Swedish Home for Girls (3744171h Street) 
• Central Methodist (Norwegian & Danish) Church (750 14th Street) 
• VesflCust:en Swedish newspaper (30 Sharon Street) 
• Finnila' s F:innish Baths ( 4032 17th Street) 
• Swedish Athletic Club (3276161h Street) 
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'~~~~~~:~=~:.,=:~~!@:~1!fili>'Z~ce~,W•:-'j~( 
1930 view of the Swedish Tabemade at 
455 Dolores Street, constructed in 1908 • . 

1930 view of the Swedish Methodist Church at 
439 Guerrero Street, constructed in 1909. 

(San Frandsco Public library Historical Photo Collection) (San Francisco Public library Historical Photo Collection) 

As discussed in Golden Gate Swedes, a number of ccmmi.ercial enterprises were also established in fue area and the 
"whole neighborhood had acquired a definite Swedish flavor."57 In addition to businesses such as the Cafe Du Nord 
and ?wedish Mercantile Company, both located m the Swedish American Hall {see following section), some of the 
neighborhood busmesses established m the vi~ty over the.years mcluded George HoJmgren's cafe and bakery, 
Aron Sw~on's barber shop, and Llnde's Market at 15th and Noe streets. The advertising pages ofVestkusten also 
point to a strong concentration of Sc?mdinavian-ovmed businesses m the immediate 'Vicinity of the Swedish American 
Hall. . 

Detail from the ad:oertisi.ng section ofVestkusten, September 24,.1908. Note that all of the businesses shown 
are concentrated withm a few blocks of the Swedish American Hall. 

st ~uriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, (Y osemlte, CA: The Range of Light Works, 2000), 59. 
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During the early 201h century, Swedish and Scandinavian organizations also formed in the Mission, Potrero Hill and 
Bernal Heights areas, including the· Swedish Lutheran Emanuel Ch.urch on Cortlcind. Avenue near: Gates Street, the 
Swedish Finnish Lutheran Ch.urch at 1303 Florida Street, the Swedish Salem Baptist Ch.urch at 856 Capp Street, and 
the Swedish Lutheran Church at 1330 Vermont Street. 
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USE OF THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL 
The Swedish American Hall was designed as combination commercial building and social haTI.. Income was raised 
from renting its commercial spaces, as well as by leasing the lodge rooms to a variety of fraternal organizations. 
Nearly all of the interior lodge rooms were given names associated with Norse mythology. For example, the Odin 
lodge room is named for ihe chief god in Norse mythology, while they building's principal hall is named for Odin's 
wife, ihe fertility goddess Freja. The Balder lodge room is named for the Nordic god of peace, while ihe Verdandi · 
club room is named for one of the ihree rwrns, or "fates." Likewise, the Valhalla banquet .room is named for a 
mythological hall of ihe afterlife.· By contrast, ,Svea is a Swedish female name that _can be translated simply as 
"Swede," or as the female personification of Sw~den.~8 

The Swedish American Hall opened its doors in December 1907. At that time it contained two storefrontS: 2168 
Market Street to ihe east, and 2172 Market Street to ihe west. The lodge rooms were accessed from the primary entry · 
addressed as 217 4 Marlcet Street, and the Cafe Du Nord was addressed as 2170 Market Street. 

Earfy Commereial Tenants 
During its first two decades of operation, ihe building's most durable commercial tenants were ihe Cafe Du Nord, 
liquor merchants, and a shoe store. Cafe Du Nord opened no later ihan September 1908. A letter in ihe Swedish 
Society archives dated 18 September 1907 from Thomas Hain to ihe Hall Committee states ihat "I hereby make 
application for the renting ?fthe Basement in ihe Swedish Hall Building,_ 2174 Market Sts to be fitted up by me as a 
first class Saloon and Billiard Parlor." It is unclear whether Hain serve~r as ihe original proprietor, as an 
advertisement for the ~e Du Nord the following year shows Alex Pihlstrom as manager. Of interest, Pihlstrom was 
also a musical director for. numerous Swedish singirig groups during ihis period. 

\ 

Orea 1910-t9is·;:,j(j;.,··ofthe Swedish American Hall. Note the sign for Cafe Du'fJ~rd. 
(Ted Olsson Collection) 

5ll Muriel N. Beroza, 'The SWedish American Han in San Francisco, The Swedish-American Historical Quarterly, Vol L VIII, No. 4, Ociober 2007, 276. 
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Regardless of management, the:re was a clear ongomg business connection betweeri the Cafe Du Nord and liquor 
merchants cperating from the 2168 Market Sireet storefront. As related :in Golden Gate Swedes: "The Cafe Du Nord 
was first owned by the Swedish Mercantile Association. The piesi~ent of the company was August Grad:in and the 
manager was Mrs. Nels Cronfelt. Gra~ was a painter and served as president of the Building Fund for Scandia 
Hall."59ASeptember1908 advertisement :in Vestkusten lists the Swedish-American· Mercantile Company, dealers in 
wholesale liquor, at the same address as the Cafe Du Nord: 2170 Market Street. By late November .of that year, a 
similar advertisement states that the company had recently opened its store at 2168 Market Street where they 
provided "every kind ?f wine and spirit, both domestic and :imported."60 

. t . ' . 
September 3, 1908 advertisement in the Vestkusten newspaper for the Cafe Du Nord and the Swedish-American 

.Mercantile Company. The translated text61 reads in part that: "In the Swedish Hall building's basement, 2170 Market St., 
The Swedish-Am. Mercantile Co: is now open to the public. All welcome! All kinds of imported and domestic wines and 

liqueurs. Scandinavian anrf German delicacy dishes served. · 

Subsequent advertisements from early 1909 show the Swedish-American Mer~e Company as being located at 
both 2168 and 2170 Market Street. In the 1909. and 1912 city directories, :however, the company is shown only with an 
address of 2168 Market Sp:eet. But again in 1914 the city directory shows the company as sharing an address with the 
Cafe Du Nord. In addition,. Nils Cronfelt, liquors, is also shown at the same address. In 1920, the Cafe Du Nord is 
shown as shar:ing.space with Nils Cronfelt, but there is no mention of the Swedish.American Mercantile Company. 

Subsequent advertisements in Vestkusten show that the Swedish American Mercantile Company served as agents for 
a n~er of Eurapean brands. A July 1, 1909 advertisement states: "Swedish American Mercantile Company 
(Swedish Im.port Company) Dealing mall kinds of wines. & spirits wholesale and retail. Agents for Stillahafskustei:t, 
for Tegner & Wilckens Punch, Carlsten Porter and Bisquit Dubousche & Co. authentic French cognac. 'Blue and 
Gold' whiskey punch and our own well-known brands." In addition to selling liquor, the.Swedish American 
Mercantile Company also carried specialty foods. Advertisements for the Cafe Du Nord show that it likewise served 
ethnic foods, such as herrmg breakfasts and oysters. The Cafe aloo. featured a reading room and billiards. 

"' Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swede;. (Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Works,· 2000), 58-59. 
60 Vestkusten, November 26, 1908. . . 
61 The wording ill likely not exact Translaiions made using Google Translate. 
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March 25, 1909 advertisement in the VestkU~en ne'W-;~;;;'·i~r the 5v;~;JF5ii~A;;:;;rican Mercantile Company. 
The text reads in part that the company "recommends its we/I-stocked inventory of absolutely first-rate, 

domestic and imported wines and spirits. We also desire to point out that we will soon combine our business 
with a chosen stock of salable groceri_es and delicades" 

November 19, 19 8 advertisement in the Vestkusten newspaper. The text reads "In the Swedish Hall 
building's basement, 2170 Market Street. First dass bar and grill. Herring breakfasts, oysters and all 

kindS of delicacies served. Reading room, billiards, etc. Axel Pihlstrom, proprietor". . . . 

The other longstanding tenant during the early years of the· Swedish American Hall was a shoe store, sometimes 
named as Svea Shoes, at the 2172 Market ~treet storefront The shop was opened :in early 1908 by C. J. Larson, who 
resided nearby 2079 15th Street City directories, however, Show Charles Anderson as operating the shoe store from at 
least 1909 through 1925. By 1929, the store had been taken over by Charles Leandro, and apparently closed during 
the early 1930s when it was repi.;.ced by a delica±essen known as "Nordic Health Foods." Another impo~t figure·:in 
the Swedish American Hall's operation was Charles Ramberg, who served as a lifelong superintendent of the 

Swedish Hall from its beginning in 1907 unill his death in 1935. 62 

62 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, {Yosemite, Ck The Range of Light Works, 2000), 58-59. 
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Fraternal Organizations . 
While the building's· commercial tenants provided a vital source of income, the Swedish American Hall's primary 
purpose was to provide meeting space for an array of social and fraternal organizations. AB discussed previously, 
most of the meeting rooms were named after figures in Norse mythology. The names of these room$ also appear to 
have been specifically associated with some of the fraternal societies that used them. These included the Independent 
Order of Odd Fellows (I.0.0.F.) Odin Lodge No. 393, formed in 1904 from the Knights of the Golden Banner, as well 
as a women's auxiliary of the LO.O.F., Freja Rebekah Lo~ No. 284, or~ed :in 1905. According to the Swedish 
Society's golden jubilee hlstory, these two organizations were the first to apply for space in the building, and 
practically all the rooms were rented prior to the building's completion. 63 The Balder lodge room appe_ars to have 
·served as the meeting sp!lce for Balder Lodge No. 393 of the Free and Accepted Masons, formed :in 1908. 

,,;~~r::;~·"', __ ,._ :~. :· ·;, Jt ~~~~)~:-
Early id"th-c~tury view. 'iltth~ 'B;ider lodge ro.om 

(Ted Olsson Collection) 

63 SWedish Society of San Francisco, The Swecfish Society's Golden Jubilee 1975-1925, (San Francisco, SWedish Sociefy of San Francisco, October 1925), 23-
24. 
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Ofher longstanding us~ of the lodge rooms included the Vasa Fylgia Lodge No. 119, formed in 1907 as a branch of 
the largest _Swedish American fraternal organization in America. 64. City directories also point to extended use of the 
building by parlors of the NC!tive Sons of the Golden West, Native Daughters of the Golden West, and the Ancient 
Order of Druids. A list of occupants, mcluding the various fraternal organizations using the Swedish American Haµ., 
is mcluded as Appendix A 

Another k>ngstandlltg feature of the buildmg was its use by various smging groups, especially the Swedish S:inging 
Society. As with other fraternal organiz';l-tions, the singlltg group 'provided a social outlet for members, while also 
providmg a link to the homeland. As related by Irving Babow_in a history of the Swedish Smging Society of San 
Francisco: · 

The mterest m the mother country and its folk music is sentime!ntal and poetic rather than political 
... The nostalgic Swedish chorus, unlike the protest type of smgmg society found :in some other 
immigrant groups, does not perform songs which refl:ect immigrant experiences m this country, 
advocate changes m the institutions or social order, or move outside its immigrant co=unity m 
its identifications. The stress is on kindlmg and keeping alive pleasant memories of the homeland 
____ Both m its social organization and :in the content of the folk music which it performs and helps 
to keep alive, the smgmg club is a way of transplanting and mam'talning jn the immigrant 
~ommunity part of the-cultural environment of the homeland. 65 

Detail from a photo of the United Swedish Singers of the Pacific Coast in front of the 
Swedish American Hall, June 1918. Note the awning-style storefront transom windows and sign for 

Acme Beer at far right above the 2168 Market Street storefront. (Collections of the Swedish Society) 

64 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, {Y osemile, CA: The Range of Ligl!t Works, 2000). 66-67. 
65 Irving Babow, "The Swedil!h Singing Society of San Francisco," The Chronicle, Vol. 1. No. 3(Autumn1954), 6. 
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As discussed previously, singing had been a significant aspect of ethnic identity for Swedish immigrants in San 
Francisco, and a singing group was· at the heart of the formation of the Swedish Society. In 1892 an exclusively 
singing society was organized, fllld from the turn of the century through 1933 was under the direction of Axel 

P~om,, who also directed Danish_. and Norwegian male choruses in San Francisco.66 Othei men's singing groups 
were formed in Oakland. These groups also formed a local federation, the Uruted Scandinavian Singers, for pan­
Scandinavian celebrations, such as Leif Ericson Day. During World War II, the Swedish American Patriotic League 
joined with Scandinavian singers in a program to aid 'Wmgs for Norway." 

During the first decade of its existence, the Swedish American Hall also played a vital role as the central meeting 
place for rirganizing the construction of a Swedis~ Pavilion at the 1915 Panama-Pacific International Expositlon 
(PPIE). Although this world's fair was ostensibly held to celebrate the operung of the Panama Canal, it also offered an 
opportunity for San Francisco to celebrate its recovery from the 1906 Earthquake. The fair apened ID. February i915 in 
what is today the Marina District, featuring scores of halls showcasing technological achievements, as well as 
pavilions representing various U.S. states and nations from around the globe. By the time the fair closed in December 
1915, more than 15 million persons had attended.. 

When San Francisco was chosen to host the fair in 1911, the Swedish American Patriotic League soon formed an 
exhibition committee t~ work on fundraising for the construction of a Swedish pavilj.on. In addition to these efforts, 
William Matson, own.er of the Matson Navigation Company and Swedish Consul General at San Francisco, 

announced in 1913 that the Swedish government was appropriating $160,000 for cpnstruction of the pavilion. 67 

Ferdinand Boberg of Stockholm, architect of the Malmo Exhibition of 1914, was engaged to design the building, with 
August Nordin serving as the supervising architect on site. · 

66 !bid: 3-7. 

The Swedish Pavilion at the 1915 Panama Padfic International Exhibition 
(San Frandsco Public Ljbrary J115torical Photograph Collection) 

.... .g 

DI Frank M Todd, The story of the Exposition: Being the'Oific:ial ffisloty of the lritemational Celebration ~Id in San Francisco in 1915, Volume II, (New York: G. 
P. Putnam's Sons The Knickerbocker Press, 1921), 117. 
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. . 
Groundbreaking for the. pavilion took place on May· 7, 1914, but its construction was beset by difficulties, not least of 
which was tJ;i.e outbreak of World War L The distance between San Francisco and Sw~en also complicated 
co=unications and made it difficult to resolve problems quickly as they arose. Through all of this, it appears that 
~ugust Nordin played a leading ~ole in the project's success. As related by Vestlcusten on June 24, 1915: · 

One must consider the tangled process for approval of the drawings by the exhibition board aD.d 
other horrors to a degree more onerous, along with an appropriation made by parliament that had 
to be used with extreme frugality: Architect Nordin was 'the man to bring the great work to 
fruition, despit~ all the difficulties. !Gng Gustaf V honored him on the opening day of the Swedish 
eXhibition building by appointing him Knight of the Royal Vasa Order, F:irst Class. 

. . . 
The Cha.fr.man of the Swedish-American Exhibition Committee, Richard Bergstrom, as well as· secretary A 0. 
Lindstrom, Alexander Olsson,, and builders Arvid H. Bergstrom and Eric Lange, were similarly honored. 6B Ii; is 
interesting to note that August Nordin was not the only member of his family recogrtlzed for his contributions to the 
P.P.i.E. His sister, Alice, was awarded a silver medal atthe fair for her sculpture of a Fisherman's wife. 

As described by a contemporary reviewer, the Swedish Pavilion was built of "gray stone in the style of a country 
manor in the sixteenth century, with a tower reminiscent of an old church in Dalecarlia. The famous design of the 
three crowns, which may be se_en everywhere in Sweden ... has been used effectively for a broad stone frieze running 

at fhe base of the tower, as well as for interior decorations."69 Based on the Official Swedish Catalogue produced for 
the fair, the Swedish Hall featured a number of large rooms where visitors could see examples of work by various 
Swedish companies and artists, as well as learn about Sweden's culture, nafural resources and industry.70 A Sweden 
Week was held at the fair from June 20-26, wifh aclivities that included "motion pictures from Sweden,, a 
Midsummer's Eve presentatiOil,, and·a parade from Van Ness Avenue to fhe fairgrounds."71 The Swedish Singing 
Society of San Francisco also arranged a singing festival during the exposition featuring the United Swedish Singers 
of the Pacific Coast, described as "one of the greatest efforts ever made by Swedish organizations in the United 
States."7.2. 

Throughout 1915, the Swedish American Hall received numerous Swedish visitors, and according to a golden jubilee 
history, "Banquets and festivities of all kinds were frequent, and it might not be too boastful to say that all citizens of 
San Francis~ of Swedish birth or descent, whether members of the Swedish Society or not, pointed with a great 
amount of pride to the beautiful building at 2174 Market Street."73 An important outgrowth of ·the_ fair were 
continued fundraising effprts by the Swedish American PatrioJ;ic League to purchase Sveadal, ·a recreational and 
retirement fiilcility located on 110 acres :in Uvas Canyon near Morgan Hill. :rhe land was purchased in 1926 and 

continues to be used today.74' 

ssveslkµsten, March 4, 1915. 
69 "The North at the Golden Gate; The American-Scandinavian Review, VoL Ill Containing Issues of 1915, (New Yorlc American-Scandinavian Foundation, 
1915), 221-222. 
10 Official Swedish Catalogue Panama-Pacific International Exposition San Francisco 1915, (stockholm: Centrallrvckeriet, 1915). 
11 Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, (Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Works, 2000), 83. 
n "Swedish Society is a Growing Organization Big Fraternal Body Strongly Eslablished Here,' San Francisco Chronicle, July 9, 1916, 19. 
73 San Francisco Architecfural Herilage, "SWedish Society Continues Proud Stewardship of its Historic Home,' Heritage News, Vol. XXYlll.-No. 3 (May/June 
2000), 6-7 •. 
74 Muriel N. Beroza, Go/den Gate Swedes, (Yosemite, CA: The Range of Light Works, 2000), 85. · 
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century.":;i~~:~f Freja Hall. Note the Masonic symbols hanging from the balconY: 

..... _~ 

(Ted Olsson Collection) · 

In July 1916 the San Francisco Oironicle published a feature article on the Swedish Society entitled, "Swedish Society is 
a Growing Organizatiorv Big Fraternal Body Strongly Established Here." It included a brief history of the 
organization and its founders, as well as a discussion of the events of 1906 and the subsequent construction of the 
Swedish American Hall The article states that. the number of first generati~n Swedish immigrants residing :in San 
Francisco, Oakland, Alameda and Berkeley at that time was ·estimated at more than 16,000. It also states that "any 
able-bodied, moraTiy and physically· sound man,. bom of parents speaking the Swedish language, is eligible for 
membership. The :initiation fee is $5."75 At that time, the Oiranicle noted the financial health of the ·organization, 
which :included assets of $7 4,000 :in addition to the value of ihe Swedish American Hall and lot, estimated at $60,000. 

75 •swedish Society is a Growing Organization Big Fraternal Body Strongly Established Here,· San Francisco Chronicle.. July 9, 1916, 19. 
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San Francisco Chronide, July 9, 1916 

Swedish American Hall Draft Designation Report February 19, 2015 58 

271 



The article was accompanied by photos including a photograph of fue exterior of fue Swedish American Hall, as well 
as an interior photograph of the library, today known as the V erdandi room. The latter shows that the :inglenook :in 
that room iS today virtually unchaiiged from that time. A grandfafuer clock ~hown in the image was donated to the 
Swedish Society by Eric 0. Lindblom. and_is still lo~fud in the building, although no longer in that room. 76 The article 
concludes with a discussion of Swedish American patriotism, quoting a Swedish Society ~£firer as follows: "It is a 
fact that sooner, perhaps, than any other people born under a foreign flag, they become patriotic citizens of the 
United State of America. Some of them are so ready fo do this that they may be said to be at fault in forgetting, in 
sucli a short time, all about their naiive land.''77 

;. ::·: ,V¥fll1t:~?;:_ .. .. . . 
Early 2oth century photo of the Odin lodge room. 
Note the original light fixtures,- no longer extant. 

(Swedish Sodety"Archives) . · 

I. 

In October of 1925 the Swedish Society of San Francisco celebrated its fifty-year anniversary, memorialized.in a 
booklet entitled The Swedish Society's Golden Jubilee 1875-1925. That document notes that the Society then counted 52.0 
active members, and during its existence had piµd out more than. $100,000 in sick and burial benefits, as well as 
donaiions to members. 78 The progress of the Swedish Society's Oakiand brancli was also noted,. :including the 
construction of "Jenny Lind Hall'' fu 1915. This building remains extant at '2267 Telegraph Avenue in Oakland,. 
although it u;day serves as the headqlliirters for a Buddhist Association. · . 

From the 1920s through the late 20th century, the Swedish American. Hall continued to serve as the central meeting 
place for Swedish social and fraternal organizations in San Francisco. It was likewise the site of coD.certs, dances and 
social gatherings whlcli are too numerous for this report. On several occasions, the hall also hosted visits from 
members of the S~edish royalty, as well as politic:al leaders, :including Prince Wilhelm in 1927; Prince Bertil in 1958, 

76 Swedish Society of San Francisco, The SWedish Society's Golden Jubilee 197~1925, (San Francisco, Swedish Society of San Francisco, Ociober 1925, 24. 
Tl •swedish Society is a Growing Organization Big Fraternal Body Strongly Established Here,' San Francisco Chronicle, July 9, 1916, 19. 
7B Swedish Society of San Francisco, The Swedish Society's Golden Jubilee 197M925, {San Francisco, Swedish Society of San Francisco, October 1925), 26 • 
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1960 and 1971; Prime Minister Tage Erlander :in 1961; Crown Prince Carl Gustav-today K:ing Carl XVI Gustaf-:in 
1967; and Crown Princess Victoria :in 2001. 79 

While maity Swedish organizations that used fhe Hall remain extant :in some form, fheir memberships are a fraction 
of fheir former size. In 1996, wifh only a few members rema:in:ing, fhe Swedish Society was reorganized. This 
:included adopt:ing new bylaws and cancelling fhe sick and burial benefits of membership. Around fhe same time, fhe 
Society began a program of improvements that :included a new reception area and management office at fhe 2172 
Market Street storefront, as well as the :installation of fire alarms and security features. A new Swedish Cultural 

· Heritage Foundation was also launched,, wifh a twenty-year lease on fhe library and archives located on the fourth 
floor of fhe Swedish American Hall 80 

The Swedish American Hall in June, 1978. One of the few historic exterior photos of the building. 
Note the altered storefronts and the loss of the stepped parapets at the east and west ends of the roof. 

(Max Kirkeberg Collection, San Francisco State University) . 

Some of the reasons for the decline in :interest i?- Swedish organizations was· observed in Golden Gate Swedes, 
published :in 2000: · 

With few exceptions, the old Swedish organizations are passing from fhe scene. They are unable to 
se=e n~w J:?-embers; most of fhem are now eifher the children or grandchildren of fhe Swedish 
:immigrants. It can be seen by fhe diminishing members and also difficulty "in :finding new 
leadership. The new :immigr~ts from Swed~ have formed fheir own societies as fhey have 

7ll Muriel N. Beroza, "The Swedish Ameril::an Han in San Francisco, The Swedish-American Historical Quaiterly, Vol. LVlll, No. 4, October 2007, 278. 
ao Ibid: 279. 
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different interests. Most of the new :immigran±s are fluent in English, are well educated aD.d do not 
requD:e a safety net or support from fellow coun±rymen to make it in the new world. It is sad and 
nostalgic to see the older dubs struggling to survive in this modern age with conflicting activities 
and many forms of entertainment and social contacts that are now available. Most of the club 
members belong out of a sense of loyalty to the past and a desire to perpetuate the organizations 
that were so much a part of their childhood and SU.ch important institutions in the lives of their 
parents and grandparents. Bl . 

For a more complete understanding of the evolution of Swedish organizations· during the 2Qlh century, please see 
Golden Gate Swedes by Muriel N el.son Beroza. The collections of the Swedish Society of San Francisco can also provide 
·additional illumIDation of this subject. · · 

The Swedish .American Hall ca. 1910 
(Reproduced fram the Swedish Society's Golden Jubilee brochure) 

Bl Muriel N. Beroza, Golden Gate Swedes, (Yosemite, GA:. The Range of Light Works, 2000), 78. 
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ARTICLE 10 LANDMARK DESIGNATION 
Tiris section of the report is an ~sis and summary of the appliCable criteria for de5ignation, integrity, 
period of significance, significance statement, eharacter-defining features, and additional Article 10 
requirements. 

Criteria for Designation 
Check all criteria applicable to the significance of the property that are documented in the report. The 
criteria.checked is (are) the basic justification for why the resource is important. 

__x_ Association with events that have made a signIBcant ~ontribution to the broad patterns of our history. 
_Association with. the lives of persons signIBcant in our past. 
_x_ Embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or that represent a significant 

and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction. · 
_Has yielded or may be likely to yield info:anation important in history or prehistory. 

Statement of Significance 
Characteristics of the Landmark that justify its designation: 
Constructed in 1907, the Swedish . .American Hall is a combination commercial. building and social hall associated. 
with events that have made a signfficant contribution to the broad patterns of our history. Speci£icalfy, the Swedish 
.American Hall is the most signfficant exl:ant building associated with San Francisco's Swedish commumty, serving as 
a physical marrlfeStation of collective history, culture and identity. The building likewise has deep and significant 
associations with the San Francisco's Scandinavian commumty as a whole, serving fur decades as a central meeting 
place for a variety of Scandinavian social and fraternal groups. 

The bUilding is also architecturally signIBcant as an embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, 
and method of construction,. as well as for being an architecturally signfficant work of master architect, August 
Nordln. As mentioned previously in the introduction to this report, the building's architectural futlsh.es are unusually 
fine and demonstrate a superior level of craftsmanship that rank it among the finest expressionS of the Arts & Crafts 
style in California. The building survives with relatively few alterations from its original design, and retains an 
outstanding level of architectural integrity. 

Association with Significant Events 

Swedish .American Hall is signIBcant for its association with San Francisco's Swedish and Scandinavian commumties. 
Since its construction the building has served as the home of the Swedish Society of San Francisco, founded in 1875 
and today the oldest Swedish organization west of C):tlcago, while also providing a meeting place for scores of 
Swedish. and Scandinavian fraterrµtl· and social organizations. At the ti.me the building was constructed, it 
represented the aspirations of pioneering Swedes who l:>egan arriving in San Francisco during the Gold Rush, and 
who continued to come to the city during successive waves of Swedish immigration during the late 19th centtiry. 
Initially, _the city's Swedish population-along with many other Scandinavian and European groups-was 
.concentrated in the South of Market, then the city's densest residential neighborhood. But as the Swedes and other 
Scandinavian groups grew both in m,milier and economic :influence, a new Scandinavian enclave began to coalesce in 
the Mission Dolores and Upper Market area at_ the him of the 20th century. 

The turn of the ceD.tury was a!So marked by an explosiOJ;i. of new social and fraternal organizations related to Swedish 
and Scandinavian identity. This in turn ga".e rise to the need.for dedicated meeting space, and in 1898 a Swedish­
.American Hall Association was formed to construct a meeting ha1L In May 1904 the Swedish-American Hall 
Association celebrated the opening of Scandia Hall in today's Civic Center area. LesS than two years later, though, 
Scandia Hall was destroyed by one of the numerous fires that broke out following the 1906 Earthquake. Its 
destruction offered an opportunity for the Swedish Society of San Francisco-which previously had been only one of 
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several societies involved in the construction of Scandia Hall-to construct its own facility: Only two ·months after the 
fire, the Swedish Society appointed a new building committee to oV-~see fhe development of a new meeting ba1L 

Since its completion in 1907, the Swedish American Hall has served as the home of the Swedish Society of San 
Francisco and its library, while also providing a meeting place for scores of fraternal and social organizations related 
to San Francisco's Swedish community. These have included the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (10.0.F.) Odin 
Lodge No. 393, Freja Rebekah Lodge No. 284, Balder Lodge No. _393 of the Free and Accepted Masons, Vasa Fylgia 
Lodge No. 119, the Swedish-American Patriotic League, the Swedish Singing Society, as well as Swedish parlors of 

· the Native Sons of the ~Iden West, Native Daughters of the Golden West, and fhe Ancient Order of Druids. 

Though not a primary reason for its association with signifieant events, the building is also emblematic of the 
development of a larger Scandinavian enclave in the Jv.lissi.on Dolores, Duboce Triangle and Upper Market area at the' 
turn of fhe 20th century. Indeed, the building's location was central to the area's Swedish population, and for decades 
served as home for buSinesses serving the Swedish community. Of these, the Cafe Du Nord-opened in 1908-ranks 
as one of the city's oldest saloons and restaurants continuously operating from the same location. 

Sitpiificant Architecture . / 
The Swedish American Hall is also significant as the work of Swedish-born master architect, August Nordin, for 
being an outstanding example of a type and period, ·and for possessing high artiStic values. As an example of a type 
and peri,od, Swedish Ani.erican Hall is part of a class of social halls that incorporated a ground-floor commercial use 
with the meeting rooms o=pying the upper floors. Within this typology, however, the building's design is unique 
among contemporary social halls in that its design was specifically emblematic of the community it seried. Inspired 
by Swedish precedents, the building's exterior employs a rich. palate of materials and ornament which. conveys an 
unusually strong street presence commensurate with its use as a public meeting hall. 

On the interior, the truss work and finishes in Freja Hall, the building's main assembly space, are an ornamental tour 
de force and place it among the city's most significant expressions of the Arts & Crafts aesthetic. The·smaller meeting 
rooms likewise feature superior detailing and are :individualized such. that each has its own distinctive identity, while 
remaining harmonious within the overall composition. Adding weight to its significance iS the building's 
outstanding level of preservation. Other than its storefronts and interior renovations to the Cate Du Nord, the 
bUrrding has experienced relatively few alterations to its character-defirring features and retains a high degree of 
physical integrity. . . 

Periods of Significance 
The Swedish .Ariterican Hall has two periods of significance. There is so:i;ne diliiculty in assigrring a period of 
significance· for its association with historic events, ~ the bu:ilding's use as. a cenb:al gathering space for San 
Francisco's Swedish community has n~er ceased. Indeed, the building remains the home of the Swedish Society.of 
San Francisco, and continues to be used for events associated with Swedish organizati,ons. However, in recognition 
that the building's use by social and fraternal organizations has been in decline for some time, the period of 
signifieance assigned is 1907 to circa 1975. This period brackets the building's original construction with its peak 
years of use by the Swedish Community. 

Architecturally, the ·period of significance is assigned as 1907 to circa 1937. This period reflects th!;! original 
construction of the building as designed by master architect, August Nordin, through the final year that the primary 
facade appears to have rema:ined unaltered. In 1938 a large fire escape was installed on the primary facade, and the 
storefronts appear to have been altered for the first time in 1955. It is possible tl:).at some elements identified in this 
report as character-defining features of the property, ~ch as the neon ·sign for the Cafe Du Nord, were installed after 
1937.BZ 

az Building pennils indicate the neon sign_ may have been instaTied in 1933. 
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Integrity 

The seven aspects of integrity are location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, feeling, and assqciation in 
relation to the period of significance established above. Cumulatively, the building at 2168-217 4 Market Street retains 
outstanding integrity to convey its architectural Significance, as well a.S its use by the Swedish Society and other 
Swedish orgaruzations. 

The Swedish American Hall retains integrity of association, as it 11as remained in continual use as a combination 
co=.ercial building and social hall since its construc!:ion. It likewise retains integrity of design, materials, 
workmanship and feeling. Known exterior alterations are relatively limited in scope and include the addition of a £re 
escape on the primary facade, as well as alterations to the storefronts. At an unknown date, the stepped parapets at 
the east and.west ends of the roofline were also replaced by a shed roofline. Many of these changes are among the 
most co=.on alterations made to historic.buildings of this type, and they remain subordinate to the building's 
overall design and ornamentation. 

Slmilarly, while the interior commercial spaces of the building have beeri remodeled, all of the building's lodge 
rooms, as well as Freja Hall, have experienced few alterations and readily convey their association with the building's 
historic use. The building's integrity of setting has been moderately compromised owing to .the redevelopment of 
several nearby buildings. However, the larger neighborhood, which was built ou± during_ the same general period as 
the Swedish American Hall was co:nStructed, retains much of its historic fabric and feeling.. · 

. . . 
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Boundaries of the Landmark Site. 
Encompassing all of, and limited to, Lots 17 and 62 in Assessor's Block 3542 on the north side of Market Street 
between Church ~d Sanchez streets. 

Character-Defining Features 
Whenever a building, site, obje~ or landscape is under consideration for Article 10 Landmark designation, the 
Historic Preservation Commission is required to identify character-defining features of the property. This is done to 
enable owners and the public to understand. which elements are considered most :important to preserve the historical 
and architectural character of the proposed landmark. - · 

The general character-defining exterior features of the building are iden:f:ified as: 

All exterior elevations, architad:ural ornament and rooflin,es 

Specific character-defining exterior features of the building are identified as: 

• Primary (south) facade 
o All exterior elevations; architectural orn;rment and rooflines (except the fire escape and altered 

portions of the storefronts) 
o Three story plus mezzanine and basemen± height and massllig 
o Twin gables crowning the central bay . 
o Cladding, including polychrome brick with clinker brick accents in a Flemish bond at the first 

story, and wood shingles and stucco cladding on the upper stories 
o Primary entry including a shallow. brick arch flanked by large wooden brackets and crowned with 

trus~ work supporting a gable hood featuring nofched rafter.tails and scallcped barge boards. Tiris 
also includes the wooden d:im.ensional letters at the base of the truss reading 0 Swedish American 
Hall," as well as the colored terrazzo threshold paying 

o Cornerstone at left of the entry stating "Erected by the Swedish Society 1907" 
o Fenestration, including double-height, double-hung wood windows with leaded sixteen-over­

sixteen light sashes and transoms in the central bay window; ~e small beveled bay window with 
double-hung, twelve-over-twelve light wood-sash windows located above the gable hood for the 
primary enhy, the Tudor arch window at the east end of the second story w;_turing twin, double-­
height, double-hung wood sixteen-over-sixteen leaded glass lights with a molded drip surround; 
the double-hung, sixteen-over-sixteen leaded glass wood windows at the center of the third story'; 
and the double-lumg, leaded diamond light wood dormer windows at the third story 

o All wooden trim and ornament, including window surrounds, bargeboards with decorative 
scrollworlC, brackets, nailhead trim blocks, exposed rafters, gable firrlals, and decorative half 
timbering 

o Recessed vestibule entry for the Cafe Du Nord which features a ·colored terrazzo threshold 
featuring a yellow field with green terrazzo letters reading "Cafe Du Nord" 

o Neon sign above the entry to Cafe Du Nord reading "Cafe Du Nord" and featuring a swooped 

arrow pointing to the entry 
o St~refront configurations compr.ised of bulkheads, d.isplay windows and transoms flanking a · 

central entry to the Cafe Du Nord 
o Flagpoles topped by globes at the east and west ends of the roofline 

0 Rain .gutter downspouts at the east and west ends of the facade 

• WestFacade 
o Rustic channel wood cladding 
o The light well 
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North (Rear) Facade 
o Rustic channel wood cladding 
o Tabbed parapet 
o Fenesb:ation pattern including deeply recessed bands of windows on the upper facade 

The c;haracter-defining interiar features of the building are identified as: 

• General Interior Features 
o Board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding and naiTh.ead trim blocks 
o Art glass/leaded glass/textured glass windows 
o Paneled wood doors· 

• Mam Staircase 
o Pierced wood railing with teardrop and fl.oral motif; unpainted hand rails and newel posts 
o Board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding 
o Leaded glass windows at stair landings between the second floor and mezzanln.e, and between the 

mezzanine and third floor 
o Skyligb± and ligb± fixtures at third floor landing 

• Odin Lodge Room 
o Stained wood boxed bearri. ceiling with decorative wood brackets and crownmolding 
o Stamed wood board and batten wairtscot with ruillhead trim blocks 
o DoubJ.e...hung wood Windows with textured glass glazing 
o Wood flooring 

• FrejaHall 
o Stained wood ceiling trusses with knotted X-braces supported by stained wood piers with 

decorative brackets 
o Stained wood fretwork and molding along upper walls 
o Board and batten wainscot with naiTh.ead trim blocks throughout 
o Raised wooden stage with proscenium featuring stained wood columns, oversized brackets and 

nailhead trim blocks 
o Balcony supported by metal rods and featuring stained wood headboard along the mterior of the 

railing and fretwork with a red background around the exterior· perimeter of the railing 
o Staircase to balcony level· featuring stamed wood fretwork with a red background 
o Glazed skylights 
· o Painted board ceiling with exposed rafters 
o Cast -iron ornamental radiators 
o Wood flooring 

• Balder Lodge Room 
o Wooden ceiling trusses with X braces and decorative brackets 
o Board and batten wainscot with leather paper cladding 
o Stamed wood engaged columns with decorative capitals and mantle with scrolled brackets on the 

east wall 
o Wood ~tle with s~olled brackets on the west wall 
o Ornamental cast iron radiators 
o Ante room with triangular window seat/nook~ board and batten w~cot with leather paper 

cladding 
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• V~BanquetRoom 
o Board and batten wainscot featuring wide, horizontal boards separated by beadwork trim and 

nailhead trim blocks 
o Boxed beam ceiling (stained wood) with painted headboard 

o Flat board molding along upper wall . . 
o Ribbon of six windows featuring textured amber glass glazing crowned with a stained glass 

f;ran.sOm featuring a shield motif (east wall) 
o Deco~tive vents beneath the ribbon of windows and decorative cast iron radiator 

• Verdandi Chili Room 
o Wood flooring 
o Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with decorative wood brackets 

o Stained ~ood trim throughout 
o Inglenook with brick fireplace, chimney and wood mantle, flanked by stained wood bookcases 

with multi-light glass doors and wood trim with a pierced heart detail Also includes-stained wood 
pedlment above inglenook 

o Leaded green "bullseye" windows flanking fireplace chimney 
o Closets with paneled wood doors with leaded bullseye glazing flanking the inglenook 
o Leaded bullseye glazed windows with stained wood surrounds along north wall of room 
o Built-in stained wood bookcases with glass doors and paneled wood cabmets below along west 

wall of room 

• Svea Lodge Room 
o Wood flooring presumed extant under carpet 
o Stained wood boxed beam ceiling with decorative wood brackets 
o Stained wood trim throughout ,.. 
o (East end of room) wood· platform. backed by engaged wood columns with decorative capitals and 

a manfle with scrolled brackets 
o Wood steps at northwest comer of the room 
o Stained wood built-in shelving along south wall of room beneath windows 
o Cast iron ornamental radiators 

• · Cafe Du Nord 
o Painted wood boxed beam ceiling 
o Square columns with paneled wood bases and bracketed crowns running north-south through the 

room 
o Stained wood paneled wainscot 
o Back bar featuring stained wood square columns with a triangle motif capped by an entablature 

with floral, eclrlnus and astragal and leaf moldings. Also the decorative brackets above the back bar 
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APPENDIX A- LIST OF OCCUPANTS 

Below .is a list of the various occupants of the Swedish American Hall over time, organized by year and address. This 
should not be considered a definitive list, but rather is drawn from research usmg city c:lirectories and other soilrces. 
In particular, it is likely that other social and fraternal organizations, beyond those. listed below, used the building at 
various times. This list also ~.loes not include the numerous concerts, dances and ethnic celebrations that took place in 
the building. 

1909 

2168Market 
2170Market 

· 2172 Market 
2174Market 

1912 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174Market 

1914 

2168Market 
2170 Mai:ket 
2172Market 
2174Market 

1917 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174 iv.rarket 

1920 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174Market 

Swedish-American Mercantile Company, wholesale liquor dealers 
Cafe Du Nord; Swedish-American Mercanille Company 
C11arles Anderson shoes 
Swedish Society; Swedish. SID.ging.Society; Independent Order of Odd Fellows (LO.O.F.) Odin 
Lodge No. 393; Fraja Rebekah Lodge No. 284; Foresters of America Court El Dorado No. 31i Native 
Daughters of the _Golden West (NDGW) Oro Fino Parlor No. 9, Buena Vista Parlor No. 68 and La 
Estrella Parlor No. 89; Native Sons of the Golden West_(NSGW) Mission.Parlor No. 38; Caledonian 
Club 

Swedish-American Mercantile Company, liquor dealers; Clarence Erickson, egg merchant83 
Cafe Du Nord 
C11arles Anderson shoes 
Swedish Society of San Francisco; Swedish Singing Society; Balder Lodge No. 393 Masons; Freja 
Rebekah Lodge No. 284; fudependent Order of Odd Fellows (I.0.0.F.) Odin Lodge No. 393; Native 
Sons of the Golden West (NSGW} Sequoia Parlor No. 160; Starr Klng Chapter No. 204; Castro 
Parlor No. 232; Court Eureka No. 6146; SanF.i:ancisco Assembly No. l;_Mission Parlor No. 38 

Swedish American World's Fair League; Swedish Bachelor's Club 
Cafe Du Nord; Nils Cronfelt, liquors84; Swedish Americ.an Merc.antile Co., liquors 
Svea Shoes (C11arles Anderson) 
Swedish Society of San Francisco 

No listing 
Cafe Du Nord; Nils Cronfelt, liquors 
Svea Shoes (C11arles Anderson) 
Swedish Society of San Fwncisco; Danish Society, Da.nmar:k Brari.ch. No. 2; Swedish Singmg Society; 
Baldi=r Lodge No. 393 Masons; Freja Rebekah Lodge No. 284; fudependent Order of Odd Fellows 
(I.O.~J.F.) Odin Lodge No. _393 

HansP. Forsberg, tailor 
Cafe Du Nord; Nils Cronfelt, liquors 
Svea Shoes (Charles Anderson) 
Swedish Society of San Francisco; Danish Society; Swedish Singing Society, Balder Lodge No .. 393 
Masons; L0.0.F. Odin Lodge No. 393; Thor Encampment No. 111; Freja Rebekah Lodge No. 284; 
Star of the WestNo.120; Templar Gro:veNo.19 

83 A February 29, 1912 adverlisement in Ves!kus!en shows Clarence Erickson 'Qual'Ily Egg Man," as operating in !he 2168 Market Street storefront The city 
directory, however, only shows the SWedish Mercantile Company. 
B4 The San Francisco Call of July 29, 1904 shows Cronfelt acting as floor manager for a celebration held by the SWeaISh ladies' Society 
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1925 
2168Market 
Z170Market 
2172Market 
2174Market 

·1929 

2168 Ma;'ket 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174Market 

1935 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174Market 
2174Market 

1940 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 

- 2174Market 

1943 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174 Market_ 

Hans P. Forsberg, tailor 
Cafe Du Nord 
Charles Anderson, shoes 
Swedish Society of San .Francisco; Norden Society; Scandinavian Society; Swedish American 
Patriotic League; Swedish Ladies Society; Swedish Singing Society; Balder Lodge No. 393 Masons; 
I.0.0.F. Lodge No. 393; Thor Encampment No. 111; Freja Rebekah Lodge No. 284; American L 0 L 
No. 127; Star of the West No. 120; Native Sons of the Golden West (NSGW) Sequoia Parlor No. 160;: 

Native Daughters of the Golden West (NDGW) Linda Rosa Parlor No. 170; Ancient Order of 
Druids Templar Grove No. 19 and Reseda Circle No. 117 

Hans P. Forsberg, tailor 
Cafe Du Nord 
Svea Shoes (Charles Lea!}.dro) 
Swedish Society of San Francisco; Swedish Singing Society; Danish Brotherhood of America, L.odge 
No. 111; Balder Lodge No. 393 Masons; iO.O.F. Oclin Lodge No. 393; Freja Rebekah Lodge No. 284; 
Loyal Orange Institution, Star of the W~t, NSGW Sequoia Parlor No. 160; NDGW Linda Rosa 
Parlor No. 170; Ancient Order of Druids Templar Grove No. 19 an~ Reseda Circle No. 117 

Fred J. Stenberg, liquors 
Cafe Du Nord; Fred J. Stenberg, liquors 
Nordic Health Foods delicatessen (Axel Stenmark) 
Swedish Society of San Francisco 
S~edish Society of San Francisco; Scandinavian Society; Swedish Singing Society; Swedish 
American Patriotic Le.ague; Balder Lodge No. 393 MIBons; 10.0.F. Odin Lo~ge No. 393; NSGW 
Sequoia Parlor No. 160; NDGW Linda Rosa Parlor No. 170; Ancient Order of _Druids ReSeda Circle 
No. 117; Thor Encampment No. 111; Fylgia Lodge No. 119; Inter-Nos Circle No. 215; Precita Circle 
No. 1064; Templar Grove No. 19; Olands Klubben of San Francisco 

Bishop's AB C Guides "a handbook for the pacific coast shippers" 
Cafe Du Nord 
National Roof & Siding 
Swedish Society of San Francisco; Scandinavian Society; Swedish Singing Society; Swedish 
American Patriotic League; Swedish-American Society; Swedish Ladies Society; Balder Lodge No. 
393 Masons; 10.0.F. Odin Lodge. No. 393; NSGW Sequoia Parlor No. 160; NDGW Linda Rosa 
Parlor No. 170; Ancient Order of Druids Reseda Circle No. 117; Thor Encampment No. 111; Order 
of Vasa Fylgia Lodge No. 119; Inter-Nos Circle No. 215; Precita Circle No. 1064; Templar Grove No. 
19; Norrlands Klubben of San Francisco; Dariish Relief Society; Bethel No. 107; Hesperian Parlor 
No. 137; :tv.fission Court No. 8; Nawa Daha Council No. 132; Olands Klubben; Surf Fishing dub; 
·Order of Railway Conductors Ladies Auxiliary Local No. 89; Bay City Parlor No. 104. 

Christina Richards, shipping guide 
Cafe Du Nord 
Earl H. De Roque, .general contractor 
Swedish Society of San Francisco; Scandinavian Lutheran Society; Swedish Singing Society; 
Swedish American Patriotic League; Swedish Relief Society; Swedish Ladies Society; Balder Lodge 
No. 393 Masons; I.0.0.F. Odin Lodge No. 393; NSGW Sequoia Parlor No. 160 and Hesperian ParlOr 
137; NDGW Llnda Rosa Parfor No. 170; Order of Vasa Fylgia Lodge No. 119; Precita Circle No. 
1064; Job's Daughters Bethel No. 107; ~onic Order of Amaranth :tv.fission Court No. 8; Calumet 
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1948 
2168Market 
2170 Market. 

2172Market 
2174Market 

1953 .. 
2168Market 
217DMarket 
2172.Market 
2174Market 

1960 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172.Market 
2174Market 

1968 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172Market 
2174Market 

1977 
2168 Mai:ket. 
2170 Mai:ket 
2172.Market 
2174'"Market 

1980 
2168Market 
2170Market 
2172.Market 

2174Market 

Council; Order of Railway Conductors Lacl,ies Auxiliary Local No. 89; Stoves Court No. 8; Star of:. 
the West, Pacifica Lodge · · 

Bishop's AB C Guides "a handbook for the pacific coast shippers" 
Cafe Du Nord 
National Roof & Siding · 
Swedish Society of San Francisco; Swed!sh Relief Society, Swedish Singing Society, Balder Lodge 
No. 393 Masons; LO.O.F. Odin Lodge No. 393; California Mutual Aid Association, Order of Vasa 
Fylgia Lodge No. 119; Masonic Order of Amaranth :Mission Court No. 8; Ancient Order of Druids 
Reseda Circle No.117; Olands I<lubben, Norrlands I<lubben,. Inter-Nos Circle No. 215, 

vacant 
Cafe Du Nord 
Coast Construction Company, building contractors 
Swedish Society, Swedish Relief.Society, Swedish Singing Societi, Balder Lodge No. 393 Masons; 
10.0.F. Odin Lodge No. 393; California Mutual Aid Association, Order of Vasa Fylgia Lodge No. 
119; Masonic Order of AIIi.aranth Mis~on Court No. 8; Ancient Order of Druids Reseda circle No. 
117; Olands I<lubben, Nortlands I<lubben, Inter-Nos Circle No. 215, Rainbow Hobby Cub 

Rem Realty 
Cafe Du Nord 
Charles D. Pooley acrountants 
Swedish Society; Swedish Singing Society; Swedish Singing Society Ladies A:lixiliary; Swedish 
Wo~s Singing Society, Swedish American Patriotic League; Swedish Relief Society; Swedish 
Ladies Society; Balder Lodge No. 393; 10.0.F. Odin Lodge No. 393; 1'.'JSGW Hesperian Parlor 137; 
NDGW Parlor No. 137; Order of Vasa Fyigia Lodge No. 119; Masonic Order of Amaranth Mission 
Court No. 8; Ancient Order of Druids Reseda Circle No. 117; Olands I<lubben, Norrlands I<lubben, 
Skanska Gillet, Tor Lodge, Utile Dulci Cub, Y01mg Scandinavian Cub, Order ofAhepa, 

Allied Business General Contractors 
Cafe Du Nord 
Pooley & Rigas Accountants 
Swedish Society of San Francisco60 

Pearson Insurance Agency· 
Cafe Du Nord 
Charles D. Pooley accountants 

· Swedish Society of San Francisco 

Pearson Insurance Agency 
Cafe Du Nord 
Charles D. Pooley accountants 
Swedish Society of San Francisco 

es The lack of listings for oryanizations associations associated with fue Swedish American HaD for this and later years is undear. The city directory of 1968 
indudes a fisting of benevolent and fraternal organizations, but none are shown as associated with the Hall 
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APPENDIX B - HISTORY OF ALTERATIONS 

Prior to the extensive interior remodeling of 2013- 2014, known alterations to the Swedish American Hall are 
relatively few in number. The following .is a list of building permit applications associat~d with the building, as well 
as a discussion of other evident alterations. · 

1907 Construct three-story frame building with mezz;µrine floor, concrete foundation,, composition roof, brick· 
chimneys (permit application #9876). Owner: Swedish Society. Architect August Nordin, 563 Fillmore 
Street. 

1933 Install sign at 2170 Market Street 

1938 Furnish and install fire escape as required by s:F .. Fire Prevention Bureau. 

1954 Repair fire damage at 2168 Market Street resulting from fire burning between blind walls near foundation. 

.1955 Remove existing wood supporting the existing glass windows; provide for new metal supports for both 
storefronts and the Swedish American Society. 

1958 Build one new toilet and remodel three toilets. 

1967 Remove existing concrete =b and concrete wall at rear of building. Install new footing and concrete 
bulkhead. 

1969 I:nstil1 partitions in basement at 2170 Market Street; Install six-foot-wide stationary canopy awning of steel 
tubing and canvas for the ~e Du Nord. 

1970 Repair burglary damage. 

1977 Install sign at 2168 Market Street. 

1992 , Replace door at 2170 Market Street with new one-hour fire rated door. 

1999 Reroof building; Remove approximately 500 square feet of existing wood siding, install 15 pound felt and 
install new wood siding; Install wireless communication facility with five panel antennas. 

2003 First floor remodel, new front door and new wood windows; ;new reception lobby and office; sprinkler the 
existing first floor corridor and install new fire alarm system for first floor. · 

2004 Install one automatic hood and duct fire suppression system; re-roofing 

2005 Per:nit three existing rectan~ signs on west side wall 

2006 Construct five-stop elevator serving all floors. Work includes relocating restrooms in basement level night 
club.86 

2008 Replace existing aluminum storefront to match storefront with transom with sliding glass and fixed 
window. Architect Theodore Brown·& Partners; alteration to existing ground floor space including new 
storefront and bathroom, and new small restaurant rount6:, preparation area and flooring at 2168 Market 

as Installation of the elev!'llor was not completed until 2014. 
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Street; upgrade the automatic fire suppression system to new kitchen hood and duct, install new small 
restaurant counter and prep area with new service area flooring at 2170 Market Street. 

2009 Drop ceiling in conference room by 6 ~:inches with drywall, 30' x 30' area, some drywall repairs in cafe, 
lighting 'under separate permit; modifications t<;> an existing unmanned telecommunication facility including 
new electronic eqwpment; expand the first floor fire sprinkler system with 33 new sprinklers 

2010 Replace cracl<ed and broken siding (approxllna.tely 400 square feet) on the west wall 0£ fli.e building; 
modification of existing unmanned telecommunication facility including adCling new RBS cabinet, removing 

- and replacing one ant~, and adding new runs of coaxial cable. 

2012 Volun±ary seismic upgrade of existing wood trusses in Freja Hall. 

2013 Modify approval of non-ADA elevator to ADA elevator; modify entry and orientation 0£ apprmted toilets 
and the addition of new toilet stalls; modifications to an existing unmanned telecommunication facility 
:including antenna replacement 

. . 
2014 Remodel existing restaurant and bar at basement level, refurbish equipment, upgrade finishes at kitchen 

area! bar and common area; exploratory deni.olition at ground floor restaurant and basement level bar; 
remodel existing restaurant spaces at ground floor level, removing comm.on wall to combine spaces; 
remodel e:4sting banquet events kitchen at second floor mezzanine level, remodel existing bar area at 
second floor, remodel existing office at second floor; add eight sprinklers at first floor, modify approved 
toilet plans at basement level; remodel toilets on first, second and third floors per plans; relocate equipment 
cabinets in equipment room; revision to approved permit with minor adjustments to first floor and 
basement restrooms, minor structural changes to elevator shaft; new 100 square foot shed at rear yard; 
provide exhaust for upgraded restrooins; fire alarm panel replacement and upgrade; install new mechanical 
al].d lighting for bar and restaurant areas on first floor and basemen±; install fire sprinkler head at basement 
level; · 

Based on historic photographs, other known alterations include the following: 

Alterations to the stepped parapets at the east and west end.S of the roofline of the prini.ary facade, such that 
this area now preseri.ts as a sloped roofline. 

• Replacement of all exterior and interior lighting, save for two original combination gas and electric light 
fixtures located adjacent to the stab: landing on the third floor 

• Removal of the upper portion of the finials crowning the gable ends on the primary facade 
• Replacement 0£ all entry doors on the primary facade 
• Interior renovations to the kitchens and pantries 
• Interior renovations to the Cafe Du Nord 
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. APPENDIX C - ORIGINAL DRAWINGS OF THE SWEDISH AMERICAN HALL 
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·, 

TED OLSSON'S REMARKS 
before Land Use & Tr-ansportation Committee 

06Apr2015, 1:30pm, City Hall, Room 250 
RE: item 150029--Landmarking Swedish American Hall 

350 words= 2:30 minutes 

Commissioners Wiener, _Kim, and Cohe~ 

My name is Ted Olsson, Secretary ofthe Sweqish Society.-ofSan 
Francisco. On behalf of the Society, we thank Tim Frye of the San 
Francisco Office of Historic Preservation, Jon~thanLamnie!'s, author of the 
landmark report, and the Historic Preservation Commission for :initiating the. 
landmarking of our hall. And we particularly thank my friend ·and our · 
supervisor, Scott Wiener for shepherding this legislation. _ 

Before the calamity. of J906, the Swedes and Scandinavians were 
scattered throughout the city, with Skandia Hall situated across from the a­
building City Hall. After that devastation, Church-and Market streets 
became the center of the Scandinavian neighborhood, with a dozen 
Scandinavian religious institutions within as_ many blocks. Before· the ashes 
cooled the.Society was already plannjng for a hall to host all Scandinavians. 
By the end of 1907 the hall was dedicated and· opened. 

Architect August Nordin, immigrated.here from Sweden when.: he was 
but 15. He became one of San Francisco's Master Architects with more than 
300 buildJngs to his name. The Hall is his masterJ?iece, a landmark in the 
Arts and Crafts movement "with Scandinavian architectural details built by 
Swedish craftsmen. The city considers it among the top 5% of it~ official 
landmarks and among the best in the West. We have been encouraged to 
seek national landmark status. _From here Swedes drove a caravan to the 
1915 world's fair, where well more than 5,000 Swedes assembled to 
inaugurate the Swedish Pavilion there. . 

I have a profoundly personal interest in this matt_er. ·My paternal· · 
grandfather, then Secretary of the Society, was on the construction 
committee; once built, my maternal grandfather managed the hall for the 
next thirty years. The Society built the hall, has continuously occupied it 
and has preserved the hall for more than a century. Now with the help of our · 
new master tenant, Upper Market Vikings, we have renovated the hall, 
where we are committed to revitalizing the Swedish and Scandinavian 
community in San Francisco and the Bay Area. 

We thank yoU., your supervisorial colleagues~ and :M;ayor Lee for your 
support in lan<l?iarking our Hall. 
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The Swedish Society of San JFrancnsco 
owne]['S olf The Swedish-Americallll. lBiall 

San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
Land Use and Transportation Committee· 
Supervisors Cohen, Wiener,, and Kim 

. . . 
ZJI.74 Market Street 

San Francisco, CA 94ll4 

RE: Landmarking the SwedishAmerican Hall (item.#150246; 13Aprl5 mtg.) 

13 April2015 

My name is 'J'.ed Olsson, Secretary of the Swedish ~ociety of San Francisco. On behalf of the 

Society, we thank Tim Frye of the San Francisco Office of Historic Preservation, Jonathan Lammers, 
author of the landmark report, and the Historic Preservation Commission for :initiating the 
landmarking of our hall. And we particularly thank my friend and our supervisor, Scott Wiener for 
shepherding this legislation. · 

Before the calamity of 1906, the Swedes and Scandirutvians were sc~ered throughout the city, 
with Skandia Hall situated across from the a-building City Hall. After that devastation, Church and 
Market streets became the center of the Scandinavian neighborhood, with a dozen Scandinavian 
religious institutions within as many blocks. Before the ashes cooled the Society was already 
planning for a hall to host all Scandinavians. By the end of 1907 the hall was dedicated and opened. 

Architect August Nordin, immigrated here from Sweden when he was but 15. He became one of 
·San Francisco's Ma~ter Architects with more than 300 buildings to his name. The Hall is his -
masterpiece, a landmark in the Arts and Crafts movement with Scandinavian architectural de~ built 
by Swedish craftsmen. The city considers it among the top 5% of its official landmarks and among the 
best in the West. We have been encouraged to seek national landmark: status. From here Swedes 
drove a caravan.to the 1915 world's fair, where well more than 5,000 Swedes assembled to inaugurate 
·the Swedish Pavilion there. 

I have a profoundly personal mterest in this matter. My paternal grandfather, then· Secretary of the 
Society, was on the construction committee; once built, my maternal grandfather managed the hall for 
the next thirty years. The Society built the hall, has continuously occupied it, and has preserved the 
hall for more than a century. Now with the help of our new master tenant, Upper Market Vtldngs, we 
have r~novated the hall, where we are committed to revitalizing the Swedish and Scandinavian 
community in. San Francisco and the Bay Area. 

We thank you, yom supervisorial colleagues, and Mayor Lee for yom support :in landmarking our 
Hall 

-TE]) OLSSON 
Secretary, Swedish Society of San. Francisco 
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Historic Preservation Commission 
City Hall, Room 400 · 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 

The Swedish Society of San Francisco 

owners of The Swedish-Am.erican Hall 

2174 Market Street 

San Francisco, CA 94ll4 

www.s~'1edisham.ericanh.all.co)!D 

RE: Landmarlcing the Swedish American Hall-201L0.910L (JLammers: 415/575-9093) 

Dear President Hasz, Director Rahaim, Coordinator Fxye, and Conn:njssioners, 

M~4,2015 

My ruune ~Ted Olsson. A third generation San Franciscan, I am Secretary of the Swedish Society of San Francisco. 
The Society is the oldest extant local Swedish club, the ownei; builder, continuous occupant, and conservator of the 
Swedish American HalL We thank the commission for postponing until today this decision to allow our board to decide 
and comment upon the landmark proposal. · 

My grandfatbJ;:rs were founders of the Society, which, before Social Security, like all ethnic clubs, provided health and 
cleatµ benefits, accommodated and acclimated new immigrants, and helped the community become American. 
Jmmemately before The 'Quake, the SocietY owned Skandia Hall, with its horai:y of 5,000 books in Swedish, located 
across the street from the yet-to-be City Hall, location now of our San Francisco Public Library, Main Library. 

My paf.emai grandfather, publisher of the local.Swedish.newspaper, was Secretary at the time of the 1906 eirrthquake 
and on the building committee for the hall, which my maternal grandfuther managed fur the next 30 years. Both pairs of 
grandparents live!l on Sharon. Street., across Market Street from the hall, where I liie today. This is why I am personally 
and profoundly involved with the landmarking of our hall · 

Therefore I thank Director Rahaim of the Planning Department, Preservation Coordinator Frye, Preservation Planner 
Jonathan Lamrriers and Moses Corette for the City's efforts to la;ndmark the hall as the masterpiece of Swedish San 
Franciscan Master Architect August Nordin. They.consider it to be among the top 5% of city landmarks and worthy of 
national landmark status. It is a classic of the Arts and Crafts mov~ent and a hallmark of Swedish craftsmanship. It was 
completed the year after the great fire. · 

In addition to preserving the hall, by renovating it during this past year and a half: we have strengthened it and even 
installed the elevator connecting all floors. The hall was ~igned and built with an elevator shaft; today, 107 years later, 
we finally have that elevator. Now we have a fully :functioning fucility because of our partnering with the Upper Market 
Vikings. They have shared in all details of rehabilitating the structure and will give new life to the hall for this century. 
Our neighborhood has oecome one of the most dynamic in the city. And our hall will play its role both in hosting . 
neighborhood events and in serving as an ent~ent and refreshment center"for all, as was its pmpose from the 
beginning. Our mu1nal success strengthens our partnership to ~erve not merely the Swedish and Scandinavian 
communities, once eentered on. this large Upper Marlcet:Area, but also the neighborhood and city. 

Our Society encourages you to landmark our Swedish American Hall We hope that this may be expedited before our · 
rededication ceremony on Saturday, Ma:y 2, 2015. Thank you all for your official role in preserving our city's heritage 
amidst this, our largest building boom since the recovery from the 1906 earthquake and :fire to our hosting of the Panama-

. Pacific International Exposition of 1915, which centennial we commemorate all this year. 

Thank you for your support I will answer any questions you may have. 

Sincerely, 

Phi l1&01z, 
Secretary, Swedish Society of San Francisco 

300 



From: 
To: . 

Cc: 

Subject: 
Date: 

·Attachments: 

Desiree Smtth 
J<arl@haszlnc.com; andrew@tefarch.com; aaron,hylacid.hoc@gmall.com: ellen.hoc®ellenjohnckconsulting.com: 
RSEJohns@yahoo.com: djane@iohnburtonfounda1:ion om: ionatban.pearlman.hpc@gmail.com 
Ionia. Jonas CCPCl; Frye. llmothv CCPQ:· Lammers. Jonathan CCPC): Mike Buhler 
Support for Landmark Designation of Swedish American Hall 
Wednesday, March 04, 2015 11:45:06 AM 
jmaae001.ong 

Dear President Hasz and Commissioners, 

On behalf of San Francisco Heritage, please accept this email as a demonstration of 
our support for the landmark designation of the Swedish .An;l.erican Hall at 2168-
2174 Market Street. We regret that we.are unable to testify ill person at today's 
hearing, but are very interested in this property and nomination. We have followed 
the progress of this nomination through the public process and very much look 
forward to its final adoption by the Boru;d of Supervisors. 

The landmark nomination of the Swedish Am.eriCa.n Hall, prepared by the San 
Francisco Planning Department, does an exceptional job at explaining the building's 
.significance and makes a strong case for Article 10 Landmark designation. Designed 
by August Nordin and built by Andrew Olson in 1907, the Swedish American.. Hall at 
2168-2174 Market Street is the most significant building associated with the city's 
Swedish community, as well as the larger Scandinavian .enclave in the Mission 
Dolores and Upper Market area that developed at the turn of the century~ Also 
significant for its architecture, 2168:-2174 Market Street retains a high level of 
integrity and serves as an important visual marker for the surrounding neighborhood 
with its sigi:ratare combination of Scandinavian and Arts & Crafts design elements. 

The building is also home to Cafe du :Nord, a ·certified SF' Legacy Bar. As documented 
through our SF Legacy Bars & Restaurants program, cafe du Nord began its 
operatio~ in the basement of the buil9in.g shortly after the debut of the Swedish 
American Hall, and j.t remained open through Prohibition as a speakeasy. Eventually, 
live music was added to the line-up, and the underground venue earned acclaim for 
supporting local talent Having prospered for over 100 years, the club has 
maintained its intimate mood of a speakeasy. 

The Swedish American Hall represents an :iinportant part of San Francisco's 
architectural, social, and cultirral history. Heritage commends the HPC and Planning 
. Department for working with community members to add the Swedish American 

· Hall to the Landmark Designation Work Program and see its designation through to 
completion. 

Tha:pkyou, 
Desiree Smith 
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Desfree Smith 
Senior Project JJllanager 

SAN FRANCISCO HERITAGE 
HAAS-LILIENTHAL HOUSE 
2007 FRANKLIN STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94109 
P: 415.441.3000 x11 
F: 415M1.3015 

unow.sfhe1ritaae.01·g 
dsmith@sfheritage.org 

Join Heritage Now I Flnd us on Facebook I Follow us on Twitter 

,_ 

302 



City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel No. 554-5184 · · 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDffTY No. 554-5227 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
BOARD Of SUPERVISORS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT tl}e Land Use and Transportation Committee will hold a 
public hearing to consider th~ following proposal and said public hearing will be held as follows, at 
which time all interested parties may attend and be heard: 

Date: 

Time: 

Location: 

Subject: 

Monday, Apr.ii 20, 2015 

1:30 p.m. 

Legislative Chamber, Room 250, located at City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 

File No. 150246. Ordinance designating 2178-2174 Market Street (aka 
Swedish American Hall Building), Assessor's Block No. 3542, Lot No. 017, as a 
Landmark under Planning Code, Article 1 O; and making environmental findings, 
and findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies . 
of Planning Code, Section 101.1. · 

In accordance with Administrative Code, Section 67.7-1, persons who are unable to attend the 
hearing on this matter may submit written comments to the City prior to the time.the hearing begins. 
These comments will be made as part of the official public record in this matter, and shall be brought 
to the attention of the members of the Committee. Written comments should be addressed to Angela 
Calvillo, Clerk of the Board, City Hall,·1 Dr. Carlton Goodlett Place, Room 244, San Francisco, CA 
94102. Information relating to this matter is available in the Office of the Clerk of the Board. Agenda 
information relating to this matter will be available for public review on Friday, April 17, 2015. 

DATED: April 9, 2015 
POSTED/MAILED: April 10, 2015 

~CAA~~ 
{ Angela Caivillo, Clerk of the Board 

303 



City Hall 

BOARDofSUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

· PROOF OF MAILING 

Legislative File No. 150246 

Description of Items: 

Ordinance designating 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall 
Building), Assessor's Block N~. 3542, Lot No. 017, as a Landmark un.der Planning 
Code, Article 1 O; and making environmental findings, and findings of consistency 
with the . General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 
101.1. 
I, Andrea Ausberry , an employee of the City and 
County of San Francisco, mailed the above described document(s) by depositing the 
sealed items with the United States Postal Service (USPS) with the postage fully 
prepaid as follows: 

Date: . 4/9/15 

Time: 10:.13 am 

USPS Location: 

Mailbox/Mai.lslot Pick-Up Times (if applicable): ______________ _ 

Mail Count: . 

Email (if applicable): 1 recipient 

Signat.ure: . 

___L}~·· . ... . . c· /·"'{.~ ......... - . ·.. . ~ ·. 
. ... , .. : 

Instructions: Upon completion, original must be filed in the above referenced file. 
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From: Lammers. Jonathan CCPQ 
To: 
Subject: 

Ausbeny, Andrea; Bruss. Andrea CBOS); Power. Andres 

RE: item for next week"s Land Use agenda 
Date: Monday, April 06,.201512;43:28 PM 
Attachments: jmage002.png 

!mage003.png 
image004.png 
jmageQQS.png 
!mage006.png 

Hi Andrea, 

No mailing list was prepared for the Historic Preservation Commission hearing. Per 1004.2, the HPC 

Article 10 landmark designation hearing only requires 10-day notice to the property owner. [This is 

different than the Article 11 changes of designation, whkh require 20-day notice for all owners 

within 150 feet.] 

.1004.3 states thatthe BOS needs to provide "due notice to the owners of the property included in 

the propos-al, and such other notice as the Board may deem-necessary." 

In this case, the property owners, the Swedish American Society, have expressed their clear support 

for landmark designation. The primary contact for the Swedish Society is: 

Ted.Olsson 
Swedish Society of San Francisco 
30 Sharon Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 
c: 415.407.0094 I e: olssonted@yahoo.com 

l have spoken with Mr. Olsson and he is more than happy to acknowledge notice of the Land Use 

hearing via email, if that is easier for you. 

·Also, if you would like the Department to provide a mailing list for neighborhood groups, I am happy 

to provide that. 

Best _regards, 

Jonathan 

Jonathan Lammers 
Preservation Planner 

Planning Department, City and County of San Francisco 
1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco, CA 94103 
Direct: 415-575-9093 Fax: 415-558-6409 
Email: jonathan.lammers@sfgov.org 
Web: www.sfp!anning.orn 

~~-~~ 
From: Ausberry, Andrea 
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Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 12:22 PM 
To: Bruss, Andrea (BOS); Power, Andres; Lammers, Jonathan (CPC) 
Subject: RE: item for next week's Land Use agenda 

The staff contact for this project is Jonathan Lammers. We need at least 5 - 8 business days prior to 

the postmark date, to prepare for items requiring mailing. 

We have to account for time to draft the notice; the Clerk of the Board to sign notice; and mailing 

production (in-office/Repro Services). D·epending on the address count we may be able to handle 

the mailing in-office. 

Jonathan - are you able to provide the mailing list for File 150246 today (Planning Code - Landma_rk 

qesignation -2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building)? 

Besk 

ftndre,a i: · 11:usberrq 
Assistant Oerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

San Francisco Board of.Supervisors 

Office 415.554.4442 
Website I http:/lwww.sfbos.org/ 

Follow Us! I Twitter 

~ Click here to complete a .Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form. 

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and 

archived matters since August 1998. 

Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to 

disclosure under the California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information 

provided will not be redacted. Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying iTJformation 

when they commu~icate with the Board of Supervisors and its committees. Alf written or oral communications that 

members of the public submit ta the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available 

to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any informC:Uon from 

these submissions. This means that personal information-including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar 

information that a member of the public elects to sub;nit to the Board and its committees-may appear on the 

Board of Superviso:s website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy. 

From: Bruss, Andrea (BOS) 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2Q15 11:27 AM 
To: Power, Andres; Ausberry, Andrea 
Subject: RE: item for next week's Land Use agenda 

Typically it depends on when Planning gets the clerk the list of property o'wners to mail. Who at 
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Planning can Andrea work with? 

Andrea Bruss 
Office of Supervisor Malia Cohen 
City Hall, Room 244 
(415) 554-7672 
Andrea Brnss@sfgoy org 

_..., rs.•,.~ •••• ._..._,.__ .... -_, • ......___,_.-~.., • .,..,.,._. •• , ... _·.>.-·-~.,,...,.,_a......_ 

From: Power, Andres 

Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 11:24 AM 

To: Ausberry, Andrea; Bruss, Andrea (BOS) 

Subject: RE: item for n·ext week's Land Use agenda 

Ok.· Can we notice for the 20th as a Committee report and submit the notice? 

Andres Power 

Office of Supervisor Scott Wiener 

(t) 415-554-6968 

------~-~---------·-·····------·----~----------------------··--· .... ·-·-------·-··- ._., .......... -· , ............ _ ... _ 

From: Ausberry, Andrea 

Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 11:19 AM 

To: Bruss, Andrea (BOS); Power, Andres 

Subject: RE: item for next week's Land Use agenda 

Hello, 

This is a landmark item requiring a 10-day mailing of notice to property owners. 

Best, 

. !tnrliea 11%berrq 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

DiscJosures; Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to 
disclosure under the California Public Reco~ds Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information 
provided will not be redacted. Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information 
when they communicate with the Board of Supervisors and its committees. All written or oral communications that 

members of the pub/ic submit to the Clerk's Office regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available 
to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's Office does not redact any information from 
these submissions. This means that personal information-including names, phone numbers, addresses and similar 
information that a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees-may appear on the · 
Board of Supervisors website or in other public docume!"lts that members of the public may inspect or copy. 
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From: Bruss, Andrea (BOS) 
Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 10:16 AM 
To: Power, Andres; Ausberry, Andrea 

· Subject: RE: item for next week's Land Use agenda 

I believe landmark designations require a 10-20 day mailed notice (depending on the type of 

designation). 

Andrea- can you please.advise on the noticing requirement for this item? 

Andrea Bruss 
Office of Supervisor Malia Cohen 

. City Hall. Room 244 
(415) S54-7672 
Andrea.Bruss@sfgoy org 

From: Power, Andres 

Sent: Monday, April 06, 2015 10:09 AM 

To: Bruss, Andrea (BOS) 

Subject: item for next week's Land Use agenda 

Hi Andrea, 

Would it be possible to schedule the following item for n.ext week? 

Thanks, 

Andres 

150246 [Planning Code- Landmark Designation -2178-~174 Market Street (aka Swedish 
American Hall Building)] 

Andres Power 

Office of Supervisor Scott Wiener 

(t) 415-554-6968 
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Member, Board of Supervisors 
District 10 

City and County of San Francisco 

DATE: 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

MALIA COHEN 

~~f§.~tl 

April 16, 2015 

Angela Calvillo 
· Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

Supervisor Malia Cohen 
Chairperson 

Land Use and Transportation 
COMMITTEE REPORT ~ ~. : ... : 

~ . -~· 

·r 

Pursuant to Board Rule 4.20, as Chair of the Land Use and Transportation Co"mmittee, I 
have deemed the following matter is of an urgent nature and request it be considered by 
the full Board on April 21, 2015, as a Committee Report: · 

150246 [Planning Code-- Landmark Designation - 2178-2174 Market Street 
(aka Swedish American Hall ·Building)] 

Ordinance de5ignating 2178-2174 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building}, 
Assessor's.Block No. 3542, Lot No. 017, as a Landmark under Planning Code, Article 
1 O; and making environmental ffndings, and findings of consistency with the General 
Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

This matter will be hear~ in the Land Use and Transportation Committee on April 20, 
2015, at 1:30 p.m. 

Sincerely, 

Malia ·Cohen 
Member, Board of Supervisors 

City Hall • 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place • Room 244 • San Francisco, California 94102-4689 • ( 415) 554-7670 
Fax (415) 554-7674 • TDD!ITY (415) 554-5227 •E-mail: :mriliacohen@sfgov.org 
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Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor 

· I hereby submit the following item for ii:ttroduction (select only one):· 

D. 

D 

1. For reference to Committee. 

An ordinance, Tf?Solution,, motion,, ·or charter amendment. 

2; Reque~ fC?r next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

Timestamp . 
or meeting date 

D 

D 

D 

4_. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires"· 
'-----''----------------,-~ 

5. City Attorney request. 

6. Call Fil~ No. ~I _______ ___.I from Comniittee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

0 8. Substitute Legislation File No. · 
~--~-~--~---...,,.,---------~-------' 

D 9. Request· for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

0 10. Board t<Y Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

J 11. Question(s) Bl:lbmitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 
~~------------' 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

0 Sniall Business Commission D Y outb. Commission D Efuics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative 

Sponsor(s).: 

!SuperVisor Wiener 

Subject: 

)?lanning Code - Landmark designation of 2178-217 4 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building)] 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Ordinance designating 2178~217 4 Market Street (aka Swedish American Hall Building), Lot 017 in Assessor's Block 
3542, as aLandmark.u,nder Article 10 of the San.Francisco Planning Code; arid making environmental findings and 
£ndings of consistency with the General Plan and the "eight priority policies of Planning Code Section 101.1. 

.cor Clerk's Use Only: 
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