
BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable President Barack Obama 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Washington, District of Columbia 20500 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. President: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Vice President Joe Biden 
Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, District of Columbia 20501 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Vice President: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

AAngela Calvillo 
/clerk of the Board 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable John Boehner 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 
United States Capitol 
Washington, District of Columbia 20515 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Speaker: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1 



1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senate 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0505 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Boxer: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

iJ., Angela Calvillo 
} Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
United States Senate 
112 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0505 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Doug LaMalfa 
United States House of Representatives 
322 Gannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.G. 20515-0501 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. LaMalfa: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Doug LaMalfa 
United States House of Representatives 
322 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0501 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Jared Huffman 
United States House of Representatives 
1630 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0502 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Huffman: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Jared Huffman 
United States House of Representatives 
1630 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0502 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable John Garamendi 
United States House of Representatives 
2438 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0503 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Garamendi: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable John Garamendi 
United States House of Representatives 
2438 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0503 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Tom McClintock 
United States House of Representatives 
2331 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0504 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. McClintock: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~- ~ -
{Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Tom McClintock 
United States House of Representatives 
2331 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0504 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Mike Thompson 
United States House of Representatives 
231 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0505 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Thompson: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 

. the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

7--s-
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Mike Thompson 
United States House of Representatives 
231 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0505 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Ami B. Bera 
United States House of Representatives 
1535 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0507 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Bera: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S .. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



.. 

The Honorable Ami B. Bera 
United States House of Representatives 
1535 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0507 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Paul Cook 
United States House of Representatives 
1222 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0508 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Cook: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Paul Cook 
United States House of Representatives 
1222 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0508 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 
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23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Jerry McNerney 
United States House of Representatives 
2265 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0509 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. McNerney: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Jerry McNerney 
United States House of Representatives 
2265 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0509 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Jeff Denham 
United States House of Representatives 
1730 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0510 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Denham: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Jeff Denham 
United States House of Representatives 
1730 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0510 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier 
United States House of Representatives 
327 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0511 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. DeSaulnier: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Mark DeSaulnier 
United States House of Representatives 
327 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0511 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
United States House of Representatives 
233 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0512 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Pelosi: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
United States House of Representatives 
233 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0512 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Barbara Lee 
United States House of Representatives 
2267 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0513 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Lee: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room_244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Barbara Lee 
United States House of Representatives 
2267 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0513 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Jackie Speier 
United States House of Representatives 
2465 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Speier: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of SupeNisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supeNisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Jackie Speier 
United States House of Representatives 
2465 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0514 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Eric Swalwell 
United States House of Representatives 
129 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0515 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Swalwell: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Eric Swalwell 
United States House of Representatives 
129 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0515 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Jim Costa 
United States House of Representatives 
1314 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0516 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Costa: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Jim Costa 
United States House of Representatives 
1314 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0516 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Mike Honda 
United States House of Representatives 
1713 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0517 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Honda: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Mike Honda 
United States House of Representatives 
1713 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0517 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
United States House of Representatives 
241 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0518 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Eshoo: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Anna G. Eshoo 
United States House of Representatives 
241 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0518 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 
United States House of Representatives 
1401 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0519 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Lofgren: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Zoe Lofgren 
United States House of Representatives 
1401 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0519 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Sam Farr 
United States House of Representatives 
1126 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0520 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Farr: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Sam Farr 
United States House of Representatives 
1126 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0520 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable David Valadao 
United States House of Representatives 
1004 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0521 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Valadao: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable David Valadao 
United States House of Representatives 
1004 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0521 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Devin Nunes 
United States House of Representatives 
1013 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0522 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Nunes: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors)_, which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Devin Nunes 
United States House of Representatives 
1013 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0522 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
United States House of Representatives 
2421 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0523 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. McCarthy: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Kevin McCarthy 
United States House of Representatives 
2421 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0523 

!-:.-



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Lois Capps 
United States House of Representatives 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0524 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 . 

Dear Ms. Capps: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or bye-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Lois Capps 
United States House of Representatives 
2231 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0524 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Steve Knight 
United States House of Representatives 
1023 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0525 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Knight: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 

·Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

#/1111' 4 . 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Steve Knight 
United States House of Representatives 
1023 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0525 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Julia Brownley 
United States House of Representatives 
1019 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0526 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Brownley: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Julia Brownley 
United States House of Representatives 
1019 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0526 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Judy Chu 
United States House of Representatives 
2423 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0527 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Chu: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

7 .... ' . Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Judy Chu 
United States House of Representatives 
2423 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0527 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Adam Schiff 
United States House of Representatives 
2411 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0528 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Schiff: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~ g. 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Adam Schiff 
United States House of Representatives 
2411 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0528 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Tony Cardenas 
United States House of Representatives 
1510 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Cardenas: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 

. Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable T any Cardenas 
United States House of Representatives 
1510 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0529 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Brad Sherman 
United States House of Representatives 
2242 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0527 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Sherman: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: , 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~
--S- ., 
Angela Calvillo . 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Brad Sherman 
United States House of Representatives 
2242 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0527 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Pete Aguilar 
United States House of Representatives 
1223 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0531 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Aguilar: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Pete Aguilar 
United States House of Representatives 
1223 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0531 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 
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24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Grace Napolitano 
United States House of Representatives 
1610 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0532 , 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Napolitano: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

.... ~ .. 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Grace Napolitano 
United States House of Representatives 
1610 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0532 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1 



1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Ted Lieu 
United States House of Representatives 
415 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0533 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Lieu: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~Calvillo 
( ~~e~~

1

~f the Board 



The Honorable Ted Lieu 
United States House of Representatives 
415 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0533 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 

I, BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2 



City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
United States House of Representatives 
1226 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0534 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Becerra: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~ :::Cg:a Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Xavier Becerra 
United States House of Representatives 
1226 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0534 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Norma Torres 
United States House of Representatives 
516 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0535 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Torres: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Norma Torres 
United States House of Representatives 
516 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0535 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Raul Ruiz 
United States House of Representatives 
1319 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0536 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Ruiz: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

.a::= c... .. "-
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Raul Ruiz 
United States House of Representatives 
1319 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0536 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Karen Bass 
United States House of Representatives 
408 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0537 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Bass: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Karen Bass 
United States House of Representatives 
408 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0537 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Linda Sanchez 
United States House of Representatives 
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0538 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Sanchez: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require ~dditional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

' 
~alvillo { ~~:r.~ 1

~f\he Board 



The Honorable Linda Sanchez 
United States House of Representatives 
2329 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0538 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Ed Royce 
United States House of Representatives 
2310 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0539 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Royce: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 



The Honorable Ed Royce 
United States House of Representatives 
2310 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0539 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 

City and County of San Francisco Page21 Printed at 11:14 am on 7115115 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 
United States House of Representatives 
2330 Rayburn, House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0540 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Roybal-Allard: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Lucille Roybal-Allard 
United States House of Representatives 
2330 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0540 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Mark Allan Takano 
United States House of Representatives 
1507 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0541 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Takano: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Mark Allan Takano 
United States House of Representatives 
1507 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0541 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Ken Calvert 
United States House of Representatives 
2205 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0542 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Calvert: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Ken Calvert 
United States House of Representatives 
2205 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0542 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Maxine Waters 
United States House of Representatives 
2221 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0543 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Waters: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~ 

~Calvillo { ~~:r~ 1~f the Board 



The Honorable Maxine Waters 
United States House of Representatives 
2221 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0543 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Janice Hahn 
United States House of Representatives 
404 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0544 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Hahn: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

.-.. .......... _~"'~~ 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Janice Hahn 
United States House of Representatives 
404 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0544 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

he Honorable Mimi Walters 
United States House of Representatives 
236 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0545 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Walters: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



he Honorable Mimi Walters 
United States House of Representatives 
236 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0545 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Loretta Sanchez 
United States House of Representatives 
1211 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0546 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Sanchez: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

......... s;> .. C!.A!:J,.,, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Loretta Sanchez 
United States House of Representatives 
1211 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0546 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
United States House of Representatives 
108 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0547 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Lowenthal: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~Angela Calvillo 
{ 'clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Alan Lowenthal 
United States House of Representatives 
108 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0547 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Darrell Issa 
United States House of Representatives 
2269 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0549 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Issa: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U,S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Darrell Issa 
United States House of Representatives 
2269 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0549 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Duncan D. Hunter 
United States House of Representatives 
2429 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0550 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Hunter: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

7:-9 .. c..Ad..r~ 
Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Duncan D. Hunter 
United States House of Representatives 
2429 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0550 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Juan Vargas 
United States House of Representatives 
1605 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0551 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Vargas: 

City Hall 
I Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71stAnniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 1507 43) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

~Calvillo 
L ~~e~~

1

~/the Board 



The Honorable Juan Vargas 
United States House of Representatives 
1605 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0551 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 1 



1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Scott Peters 
United States House of Representatives 
1122 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0552 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Mr. Peters: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Scott Peters 
United States House of Representatives 
1122 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0552 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Susan A. Davis 
United States House of Representatives 
1214 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0553 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Davis: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Susan A Davis 
United States House of Representatives 
1214 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20515-0553 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Supervisors Cohen; Breed, Farrell, Avalos, Campos, Wiener, Mar, Christensen, Tang, Kim and Yee 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

July 28, 2015 

The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0504 

Re: Board of Supervisors Resolution No. 270-15 

Dear Ms. Feinstein: 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 
TDD/TTY No. 544-5227 

On July 14, 2015, the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San Francisco 
adopted Resolution No. 270-15 (Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port 
Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors), which was 
enacted on July 24, 2015. 

This Resolution directs the Clerk of the Board to forward the following documents to the 
attention of the President and the Vice President of the United States, the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from California in 
the Congress of the United States: 

• One copy of Resolution No. 270-15 (File No. 150743) 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of 
the Clerk of the Board at (415) 554-5184, or by e-mail: board.of.supervisors@sfgov.org. 

Most respectfully, 

.... g • 

Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 



The Honorable Dianne Feinstein 
United States Senate 
331 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510-0504 



FILE NO. 150743 RESOLUTION NO. 270-15 

1 [Commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago Disaster and Urging Restorative 
Justice to the U.S. Navy Sailors] 

2 

3 Resolution commemorating the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and 

4 urging the President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 

5 sailors convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable 

6 Discharge. 

7 

8 WHEREAS, On July 17, 1944, The United States Navy experienced the worst 

9 ammunitions disaster and explosion in our Nation's history, instantly destroying the Contra-

10 Costa County California town of Port Chicago and killing 320 men, 202 of whom were African 

11 American enlisted men; and 

12 WHEREAS, The five thousand tons of exploding munitions injured in excess of 400 

13 sailors as well, thereby representing more than 15 percent of all African American Naval 

14 casualties during World War II; and 

15 WHEREAS, Of the 258 sailors who initially refused to resume unsafe loading of 

16 munitions some 208 would eventually yield to the Navy after threats with death by firing 

17 squad, however the 50 who would not acquiesce faced the largest mass mutiny trial in Naval 

18 history; and 

19 WHEREAS, On October 24, 1944, at a Courts Martial trial at Treasure Island, in San 

20 Francisco, in a now widely recognized miscarriage of justice, all 50 men were found guilty of 

21 mutiny and sentenced to 15 years imprisonment; and 

22 WHEREAS, The Port Chicago Mutiny trial (aka the Port Chicago 50) would ultimately 

23 serve as the catalyst for eventual desegregation of the US Navy and the Armed Services; and 

24 WHEREAS, In 1994, the National Park Service dedicated the Port Chicago site as a 

25 National Memorial; and 
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1 WHEREAS, On April 19, 1999, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed 

2 Resolution No. 361-99, urging President William Clinton and the US Congress to exonerate 

3 the 50 sailors convicted of mutiny in the Port Chicago disaster. Subsequently a pardon was 

4 granted to one of the 50 sailors but none of the 50 were exonerated. Family members and 

5 activists are still working towards exoneration and 

6 WHEREAS, In commemoration of African American Appreciation Month, the San 

7 Francisco Veterans Affairs Commission adjourned its February meeting with a moment of 

8 silence in respect and gratitude for the historic sacrifices of the brave young men of Port 

9 Chicago, many of whom, at an average of only 19 years of age, gave the ultimate sacrifice in 

1 O the service of our Country, and 

11 RESOLVED, As we approach the 71st Anniversary of the Port Chicago explosion, the 

12 San Francisco Board of Supervisors does herby respectfully memorializes the Congress and 

13 our Commander-in-Chief, President Barack Obama to vacate the unjust convictions of these 

14 brave men, and to elevate their military records to show the appropriate designation of 

15 Honorable Discharge; and, be it 

16 FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 

17 transmit copies of this resolution to the President and the Vice President of the United States, 

18 the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and each Senator and Representative from 

19 California in the Congress of the United States. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. GDodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 150743 Date Passed: July 14, 2015 

Resolution commemorating the 71 st Anniversary of the Port Chicago disaster and urging the 
President of the United States and the U.S. Congress to exonerate the 50 U.S. Navy Sailors 
convicted of mutiny in the incident with the designation of Honorable Discharge. 

July 14, 2015 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 -Avalos, Breed, Campos, Christensen, Cohen, Farrell, Kim, Mar, Tang, 
Wiener and Yee 

File No. 150743 

Unsigned 

Mayor 

I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 7/14/2015 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

~= $ c,...oy, AL 
Angela Calvillo 

Clerk of the Board 

7/24/15 

Date Approved 

I hereby certify that the foregoing resolution, not being signed by the Mayor within the time limit as 
set forth in Section 3.103 of the Charter, or time waived pursuant to Board Rule 2.14.2, became 
effective without his approval in accordance with the provision of said Section 3.103 of the Charter 
or Board Rule 2.14:2. 
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