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FILE NO. 150764 RESOLUTION NO.

[Urging't'he Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women"]

Resolution urging' the City and County of San Francisco to establish a memorial for

"Comfort Women.”

WHEREAS, According to most international historians, the term “comfort women”
euphemistically refers to an estimated 200,000 women and youhg girls who were kidnapped

and forced into sexuél slavery by the Imperial Jépanese Army during its colonial and wartime

| occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from the 1930s through the duration of World War

il; and

WHEREAS, During the'15 years of invasion and occupation of Asian countries,
unspeakable and Well—doéumentéd war-crimes, includihg mass rape, wholesale massacres,
heinous torture, and other atrocities, were committed by the Japanese Imperial Army
throughout the oécupied countries and cdlonies; and

WHEREAS, Of the few top Japanese military leaders who were investigated and
convicted as war criminals in the postwar War Crime Tribunals in Tokyo, Nanjing, Manilé,
Yokohama, and Khabarovsk, many escaped prosecution; and

WHEREAS, In 2001 the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed Resolution'
No. 842-01, urging the government of Japan, on.the 50th énniversary of the US-Japan Peace
Treéty, to fully acknowledge and apologize for Japan’s wartime atrocities and provide just
compensation for the surviving victims of its aggression; and

WHEREAS, In 2007 the U.S. House of Representatives passed Rep Mike Honda's.
bipartisan House Resolution 121, which also called on the Government of Japan to formally
acknowledge, apologize, and accept historical responsibility for its Imperial Armed Forces'

coercion of young women into sexual slavery; and

Supervisors Mar; Kim, Cohen, Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campos, Avalos -
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WHEREAS, In 2013, the San Francisco Board passed Resolution No. 218-13
condemning Japan's denial of its system of sexual enslavement during World War I and
calling ‘for justice for “comfort womén”; and | | ‘

WHEREAS, The year 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of the end of World War Il
(1941-1945) and the Pacific War (1931-1945) and the defeat of Ja_paneée imperialism and
militarism by the Allies; and

‘ WHEREAS, Several ciﬁes in the us, including, Glendale and Rohnert Park, CA; Long
Island, NY; Palisades Park and Union City, NJ; Fairfax, VA; and Michigan City, Ml have
already erected memorials to help remember the "comfort women" during Japanese
occupati.on in the Pacific War; and .

WHEREAS, Today, humaAn trafficking of women and girls is a form of modern day
slavery with 20 million victims worldwide, including an estimated 1.5 million victims in North
America alone, forced to perform labor and sexuai acts; and human trafficking is a market-
driven criminal industry based on the principles of supply and demand, and

WHEREAS, San Francisco is not immune to the broblem, and has been considereda

destination for human trafficking due to its ports, airports, industry, and rising immigrant

populations; and

WHEREAS, Leaders of the Japanese American community have worked closely with

the broader Asian Pacific Islander community in the past decades to strengthen relationships

and build trust, understanding, and community for civil rights and social justice; and

WHEREAS, San Francisco is a city of immigrants and their descendants, many of
whom have ancestral ties to Asian and Pacific Islander nations énd have direct or indirect
experience with Japan’s past system of sexual enslavement; and

WHEREAS, A growing coalition of immigrant communities, woméh’s organizations, and |

human rights groups have organized to establish a memorial for “comfort women” and the

Supervisors Mar; Kim, Cohen, Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campos, Avalos
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millions of victims of the Japanese military in San Francisco to ensure that the plight and

suffering of these girls and women will never be forgotten or erased from history; now,

therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That appropriate City and County agencies will work with the commuhity

organizations to design and establish the memorial; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San

Francisco during the 70th anniversary of the end of World War Il expresses its strong support

of creating a memorial in memory of those girls and women who suffered immeasurable pain

and humiliation as sex slaves and as a sacred place for remembrance, reflection,

remorsefulness, and atonement for generations to come.

Supervisors Mar; Kim, Cohen, Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campos, Avalos
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS

MEMORANDUM
PUBLIC SAFETY & NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICES COMMITTEE
SAN FRANCISCO BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

TO: Supervisor Eric Mar, Chair

Public Safety & Neighborhood Services Committee
FROM: Derek Evans, Assistant Clerk
DATE: September 18, 2015

SUBJECT: COMMITTEE REPORT, BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, September 22, 2015

The following file should be presented as a COMMITTEE REPORT at the Board meeting,
Tuesday, September 22, 2015. This item was acted - upon at. the Public Safety and
Neighborhood Service Committee Regular Meeting on Thursday, September 17, 2015, at
2:00 p.m., by the votes indicated.

[tem No. 1 File No. 150764

Resolution urging the Ci>ty and County of San Francisco to establish a memorial for "Comfort
Women.” : ' .

"RECOMMENDED AS A COMMITTEE REPORT
Vote: Supervisor Eric Mar - Aye
Supervisor David Campos - Aye
Supervisor Julie Christensen - Aye

Cc:  Board of Supervisors
Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board
Rick Caldeira, Legislative Deputy
Jon Givner, Deputy City Attorney
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Proposed memorial in S.F. for sex slaves causes divided opinions

By TOMO HIRAT
Nichi Bei Weekly

proposal to create a memo-
San Francisco for the so-called
.aifort women,” has created a con-
‘troversy within the city’s Japanese
American community following the
resolution’s introduction to the city’s

Board of Supervisors July 14.

‘The resolution, sponsored by Su-
pervisor Eric Mar of San Francisco’s
District 1, urges San Francisco to es-
tablish a memorial for the “comfort
women,” a euphemistic term referring
to women who were forced into sex-
ual slavery by the Imperial Japanese
Army during World War I, Many of
these women came from the Korean
Peninsula, China, what is today the
Philippines, Indonesia and Vietnam
and other Asian and Pacific Islander
countries. According to the resolution,
several other cities, including Glen-
dale, Calif.; Long Island, New York;
Palisades Park and Union City in New
Jersey and Fairfax, Va. have erected
their own memorials for the “comfort
women.”

Mike Mochizuki, associate profes-
sor of political science and interna-
tional affairs at George Washington
University in Washington, D.C., told
the Nichi Bei Weekly that while there
is no official count and numbers vary
among scholars, there were an esti-
mated 200,000 “comfort women.”

“There’s really no definitive num-
ber based on some kind of official re-
cord becanse a lot of the records about
this have probably been destroyed,”
he said. A “large number of women”

Join the Nichi Bei Foundation in a special 20th
anniversary screening of “Picture Bride,” the late
Kayao Hatta’s groundbreaking film on Issei women
— the first theafrically-released feature film written,
directed, and produced by Asian American women

were nevertheless affected based on
circumstantial evidence, Mochizuki
said.

According to Victor Lim, legisla-
tive aide to Mar, the resolation was
first proposed in 2012 by members of
the Chinese American community to

"create a memorial to commemorate

the “Rape of Nanking” — the Impe-
rial Japanese Army’s hoific massa-
cre of up to hundreds of thousands of
Chinese in Nanking.

In 2014, the proposal shifted to fo-
cus on “comfort women” since it did
riot focus only on Chinese victims of
war. He added that it was also impor-
tant to note that the resolution does
not blame the Japanese people for the
war crimes, but the wartime Japanese
army and its government. Lim also
said many of the women who had
endured sexual slavery during the war
had come to the United States and the
memorial is to remember and honor
them.

An Unresolved Yssue in Japan

‘While Mochizuki said that a me-
morial should serve to remember vic-
tims of wartime sexual enslavemnent
and make sure such an atrocity never
happens again, some sectors of Japa-
nese society see the memorial in a dif-
ferent light. “It’s being seen in some
sectors of Japan as an anti-Japanese
memorial that unfairdy singles out Ja-
pan for behavior that other countries
have engaged in and continue to en-
gage in,” he said.

According to Mochizuki, while
the 1993 statement by Chief Cabinet

; ;New Peuple Cinéma, 1746 Post st F apantown :

Audience Award atthe Sundance Film Fesﬁval
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Secretary Yohei Kono admits to the
Imperial Army’s involvement with
“comfort women,” Mochizuki said
it is not as powerful as'a full cabinet
decision. The scholar also said Abe’s
Aug. 14 statement, while “it could
have been worse,” stopped short of
mentioning “comfort women,” noting
the prime minister dedicated a section
of his address to women who were
“behind the battlefield whose honor
and dignity wére sevérely injured.”
“The facthe didn’t doit is puzzling to
me becanse he missed a real opportu-
nity to do so.”

Furthermore, whilé the Japanese
govemnment set up the Asian Wom-
en’s Fund to compensate “comfort
women” in 1994, Mochizuki said
some Koreans felt it skirted official
responsibility by being funded by pr-
vate donors instead of public funds.

The Consulate General of Ja-
pan in San Francisce told the Nichi
Bei Weekly that it is aware of Mar's
resolution, and that “establishing a
comfort women statiie or monument
would be an unfortunate development
that is inconsistent with our thoughts
and efforts on this difficult issue, It
would only serve to politicize and
unduly internationalize this already
complex issue and further exacerbate
the situation. Such actions will never
be able to contribute to the resolu-
tion of this issue in any constructive
manner. The City of San Francisco
is home to people with diverse back-

* grounds, and we are concemed that

this proposal would ultimately gen-
erate tension and animosity among

Address:
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e-mail:
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them, thereby upsetnng the hmmony
of our cormmunity.”
The Consulate General of the

People’s Republic of China in San

Francisco said the memorial, which

is endorsed by individuals, does not -

concem the goveniment of China and
declined to comment. The Consulate
General of the Republic of Korea in
San Francisco a]so declined to com-
ment.

Various San Franclsco activists and
community members came out in
support of the resolution at the July 21
Board of Supervisors meeting. Many
stressed the words of George Santay-

ana, “those who cannot remember the *

past are condemned to repeat it.”
Michael Wong, member of the

_ San Francisco chapter of Veterans for

Peace, said while the right wing is in
control of the Japanese govemment,
the majority of people of Japan sup-
port peace,

bashing, and it-is not about bashing
Japanese. This is about working with
our counterparts in Japan who are
working for peace for all.”

Rita Semel, commissioner on the
San Francisco Human Services Com-
mission and a former chair of the San
Francisco Interfaith Council, spoke
in support of the resolution. Citing
her own Jewish heritage, she said
she bears no malice toward Germany
today for the Holocaust, but stressed
that it should still be remembered. “So
with Japan. The Japan of today is not
the Japan of 1941, but we still must re-
member those that have suffered and
died at that time,” she said. “And to-
day, we are still working through and
suffering through hurnan trafficking.”

Marily Mondejar, president of the
Filipina Women'’s Network, said she
first learned of the *“comfort women™
from her mother who told her about
hiding from Japanese soldiers who
tried to abduct young women from
their homes. “A thousand Filipina
‘comfort women’ have been docu-
mented,” she said. Mondejar added
that the women, now in their 80s
and 90s, stand outside the Japanese
embassy in the Philippines to await
an apology every Wednesday. “It is
important that San Francisco build a
mernoral in' memory of the girls and
wornen who suffered as sex slaves.
‘We need a place of remembrance. We
need a place of reflection. So that the
atrocity does not happen again.”

Julie Tang, co-founder of the Rape
of Nanking Redress Coalition, told the
Nichi Bei Weekly in an e-mail of her
endorsement for the memorial, citing
the collaboration of Chinese Ameri-
cans and Japanese Americans dur-
ing the 1970s and 1980s. “We joined
hands to demand for an apology and
reparation for the Japanese Americans
unfairly held in concentration camps
during WWIL We fought racism and
discrimination due to our common
Asian backgrounds,” she said. The
Rape of Nanking Redress Coalition
was notably co-founded by Clif-
ford Uyeda, a well-known Japanese
American activist and humanitarian
based in San Francisco’s Japantown,
and with him came other Japanese
American activmts such as Fred Ko-

it hi and
Sox thashuna who lent their names
as honorary chairs or members of the
organization that pursued an apology
from the Japanese govemment for the

. *“This is not about Japan-.

Rape of Nanking,

] am a retired judge ... I believe
in the truth, faimess and justice. This
is what the “‘comfort women’ who are
still alive are seeking, And for those
who had died, we should honor their
suffering and not allow the same thing

-to happen again,” Tang said. “A digni-

fied memorial in honor of them is the
appropriate thing to do.”

Support and Opposition within
Japanese American Community

Rep. Michael Honda (D-Calif.),
who authored House Resolution 121
in 2007 calling for the. government
of Japan to “fonmally acknowledge,
apologize and accept historical -
sponsibility” for “comfort women,”
wrote a letter supporting Mar’s reso-
lution stating: “Human trafficking is
not merely a historical issue; it is a
modemn day human xights issue. This
memorial would denounce not only
the historical act, but also serves as a
message against modem sexual slav-
ery and traffickis

According to Honda’s letter, of the
200,000 women forced into sexual
enslavement during World War II,
“55 remain in Korea, 26 in the Phil-
ippines, 5 in Taiwan and a handful of
others across the Asian Pacific Re-
gion.”

San Francisco Public Defender
Jeff Adachi told the Nichi Bet Weekly
in a statement, “I support the estab-
lishment of a memorial to honor the
memory of ‘comfort women’ ... I
understand this is a difficult issue for
many in the Japanese community.
However, I believe the most painful
parts of our shared human history are
the most important to acknowledge.
Humanity must remember vividly the
horror of war, oppression and exploi-
tation in order to prevent future atroci-
ties.”

Karen Korematsu, executive direc-
tor of the Fred T. Korematsu Institute,
supported the resolution, penning a
letter to the Board of Supervisors. She
stated that her late father, Fred Kore-
matsu, along with Uyeda, Kitashima
and Hirabayashi, joined Chinese
American leaders “to bring about
peace through justice by urging the
Japanese government to do the right
thing,” Korematsu said the memorial,
like Jewish Holocaust memorials,
“should preserve historical truth and
raise consciousness about the suffer-
ing of the ‘comfort women.™”

Japantown communify members
Sandy Mori and Caryl Ito, however,
have raised concerns against the me-
morial, citing the language in Mar’s
resolution could cause backlash to
Japanese Americans and jeopardize
relations with Japan. They relayed
their concerns during the Aug. 19
Japantown Task Force board meet-
ing. The Japantown Task Force said
it would explore the issue further and
did not take a position on the matter.

‘While Mori and Ito do not deny
that 200,000 women were sexually
enslaved, Mori said the issue of sex
trafficking is not Japan’s alone and
that San Francisco itself has a hurman
trafficking issue. Mori also said that
while San Francisco remains commit-
ted to the San Francisco-Osaka Sister
City Association, Osaka may with-
draw. “The Osaka side can say ‘San
Francisco has a policy that is anti-Ja-
pan’ and withdraw,” she said.






Allen Okamoto, co-chair of the
Sictar City Association, said he is
e of any immediate threat to
1tionship, but he said the city

« saka has shown concern about
the proposed memorial, with Toru
Hashimoto, Osaka’s mayor, express-
ing an intent to write a letter to San
Francisco. Hashimoto himself was
condemned by the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors in 2013 over
his remarks that “cornfort women”

were “necessary,” an incident that has

cooled relations between the cities’
elected officials, Okamoto said.

“Our final approach to this resolu-
tion has yet to be decided until we
ourselves meet with Eric Mar and oth-
er key supervisors,” Ito told the Nichi
Bei Weekly. *T believe our first choice
is to stop this resolution altogether and
start a more reasonable community
discussion.” Ito said she wonld like to
see the discussion include not only the
“comfort women,” but the “on-going
atrocities” such as those committed
by the United States in the Middle
East and within the military, rapes on
college campuses, as well as human
trafficking in San Francisco. Ito also
argued a “comfort women” memo-
rial cannot adequately communicate
Japan’s wartime atrocities without
“cansing unforeseen backlash, hate
and potential discrimination against
ALL Japanese.” .

Right-Wing Revisionism

Japanese righf-wing nationalists
have also attacked the proposal. Ac-
cording to Emi Koyama, a Seattle-
based Japanese American activist and
co-foonder of Japan-U.S. Feminist
Network for Decolonization, several
people affiliated with Japanese right-
wing historical revisionism spoke
during the July 21 San Francisco
Board of Supervisors meeting, Koi-
chi Mers, a resident of Los Angeles,
said the “comfort women” are an
“~+=mational issue” between Korea

van and that city governments

. not interfere. He also said the
mwanoral is divisive. *“(U.S. immi-
grants) should be living together in
‘harmony. This ‘comfort women’ is-
sue will divide people,” Mera said.
He then went on to add that the story
of “comfort women” are a fabrication
and that “those women were not sex
slaves, they were paid well.”

Mariko Okada-Collins, a Japanese
language lecturer at Central Washing-
ton University, said San Francisco has
a history of racism against Japanese
people, including segregation in the
schools and anti-Japanese-policies in
the early 20th century. She said the
memorial “promotes ethnic and racial
hatred, promotes exaggerated claims
against the Japanese while overlook-
ing equal violations by Americans,
Koreans, Russians ... and does ab-
solutely nothing to raise awareness
to save one woman from human traf-
ficking.”

Terumi Imamura, who Koyama
said is from Japan, asked if Japanese
and Japanese Americans were being
targeted again, “Many of us remem-
ber those painful camp days during
wartime. Is that going to be happen-
ing again? We are scared. We are
concerned. We are worried,” she said.
“Besides that, these claims that they
have on ‘comfort women’ ... there is
no solid evidence to it.”

“The motivation for the historical
denial arises from the fact that the
‘historical reality of ‘comfort women®
is inconvenient for the right-wing per-
spective that Japan’s war in Asia and
the Pacific were a ‘just war® for the
liberation of Asia from Western impe-
tial powers,” Koyama told the Nichi
Bei Weekly in an e-mail. “Tt must be
denied to preserve the notion that Ja-
pan was a hbemtor, not a colonizer or
occupier”

Mochizuki sid claims stating that
some women were “paid” or that not
all were forcefully abducted by the
Imperial Japanese Army may be true;
however, he said opponents are “cher-
1y picking” their arguments and pur-
suing narrow interpretations of facts
and that the. arguments only serve to
be counter-productive and demean-
ing to the survivors. Mochizuki said
the generally accepted definition of
enslavement internationally qualifies
the “comfort women’s” experience as
“sexual slavery.” “In the end it is slav-
ery if there is no free will of engag-
ing in that kind of behavior; that's the
issue,” he said. He also added, while
the Imperal Amny itself may not
have carried out all the abductions,
the “comnfort women” system was
undeniably a system organized by the

ial Army.

Koyama also said the Japanese
right wing in America have started to
use the trauma of wartime incarcera-
tion instead of stressing their revision-
ist arguments to gamer support from
Japanese Americans. “Some of them

.. pretend to be part of the Japangse
American community — even though
they are Shin-Issei (post-war immi-
grants) — and talk about the wartime
anti-Japanese {(American) campaigns
and Japanese (American) intemnment
as if they or their families experienced
(it),” Koyama wrote. “But they are
merely exploiting our collective his-
torical trauma and manipulating us, If
they are truly concemed about the fu-
ture of Japanese Americans, they need
to stop presenting as Japanese Ameri-
cans while glonfymg or defending the
Japanese Empire.”

Miho Kim Lee, member of the fa-
pan Multicultural Relief Fund, said
she moticed that Japanese national-
ists have presented themselves as
Japanese Americans while protesting
a Glendale, Calif, *“‘comfort women”
memorial built in 2013. “The word
‘Japanese’ and ‘Japanese American’
were being used interchangeably.”

Supervisors to Discuss Resolution

The resolution was sent to Mar’s
Public Safety and Neighborhood Ser-
vices Committee during the July 21
Board of Supervisors meeting, The
resolution will be discussed Thursday,
Sept. 17 at 2 p.m. in Room 250 of San
Francisco’s City Hall.

Lim said Mar’s office recognizes
that the proposal needs more time
as the loose coalition of community
members trying to shape the memo-
rial has expanded since the resolution
was introduced to the Supervisors.
“There is no official proposal of how
it would look like,” Lim said. Lim
said this coalition includes Americans
of Korean, Chinese and Japanese de-
scent, and clarified that the memorial
should come from a community per-
spective and not that of foreign gov-
ernments or nationalists.
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Resolution urging the City and County of San Francisco
to establish a memorial for “Comfort Women”

WHEREAS, Acoordlng to most
international historians, the term
“comfort women” euphemistically
refers to anestimated 200,000

women and young girls who were .
kidnapped and forced into sexual '

slavery by the Imperial Japanese
Army during its colonial and

wartime occupation of Asiaand -

the Pacific Islands from the 1930s
through the duration of World - .
Waril;and

WHEREAS, During the 15 years
of invasion and occupation of

Asian countries, unspeakable and .

well-documented war-crimes,
including mass rape, wholesale
massacres, heinous torture, and
other atrocities, were committed
by the Japanese fmperial
Army throughout the occupied
countries and colonies; and

WHEREAS, Of the few top
Japanese military leaders who
were investigated and convicted
as war criminals in the postwar
War Crime Tribunals in Tokyo,
Nanijing, Manila, Yokohama, and
Khabarovsk, many escaped
prosecution; and

WHEREAS, In 2001 the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors
passed Resolution No. 842-01,
urging the government of Japan,
on the 50th anniversary of the
US-Japan Peace Treaty, to fully
acknowledge and apologize
for Japan's wartime afrocities
and provide just compensation
for the surviving victims of its
aggression; and

WHEREAS, In 2007 the U.S. House
of Representatives passed Rep.

. Mike Honda's bipartisan House .
Resolution 121, which also
called on the Government of

-dapan to formally acknowledge, -

".apologize, and accept historical

. Tesponsibility for its imperial

. Armed Forces’ coercion of young
women into sexual slavery; and

WHEREAS, In 2013, the San
Francisco Board passed
Resolution No, 218-13

. condemning Japan’s denial of its

.- system of sexual enslavement

*: during World War Il and calling for

MANJU | MOCHI { AMAZING

RICKY OKAMURA
ROBERT OKAMURA
GENERAL PARTNERS

Phone: (415) 922-1244
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1747 Buchanan Mall,
San Francisco, CA 94115

BENKYODOCOMPANY.COM

justice for “comfort wormen”; and
WHEREAS, The year 2015 marks
the 70th anniversary of the end
of World War Il (1941-1945) and
. the Pacific War (1931-1945)
and the defeat of Japanese

imperialism and militarism by the .

Allies; an
WHEREAS, Several citles in
; the U.8,, including, Glendale

and Rohnert Park, CA; Long *
island, NY; Palisades Park and

. Union City, NJ; Fairfax, VA; and
Michigan City, Ml have already
erected memorials to help
remember the “comfort wornen”
during Japanese occupation in
the Pacific' War; and

. WHEREAS, Today, human

trafficking of women and girls

is a form of modern day slavery
with 20 million victims worldwide,
including an estimated 1.5
milifon victims in North America
alone, forced to perform labor
and sexual acts; and human
trafficking is a market-driven
criminal industry based on the
principles of supply and demand,

an

WHEREAS, San Francisco is not

- immune to the problem, and has
been considered a destination
for human trafficking due to its
ports, airports, industry, and
rising immigrant populations; and

WHEREAS, Leaders of the
Japanese American community
have worked closely with the
broader Asian Pacific Islander
community in the past decades
to strengthen relationships and

bulld trust, understanding, and
community for civil rights and
social justice; and

WHEREAS, San Francisco is a
city 6f immigrants and their
descendants, many of whom
have ancestral ties to Asian and
Pacific Istander nations and have
direct or indirect experience with
Japan's past system of sexual
enslavermnent; and

WHEREAS, A growing coalition of
immigrant communities, women’'s
organizations, and human |
rights groups have organized to
establish a memorial for “comfort
wamen" and the millions of
victims of the Japanese military
in San Francisco to ensure that
the plight and suffering of these
girls and women will never be
forgotten or erased from history;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That appropriate City
and County agencies will work
with the community organizations
to design and establish the
memeorial; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the
Board of Supervisors of the City
and County of San Francisco
during the 70th anniversary
of the end of World War il
expresses its strong support of
creating a memorial in memory
of those girls and women who
suffered immeasurable pain and
humiliation as sex slaves and as
a sacred place for remembrance,
reflection, remorsefulness, and
atonement for generations to
come.
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[Resolution Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women” in San Francisco]

Resolution Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women” in San

Francisco.

WHEREAS, According to most international hiétorians, »the term “comfort women”.
euphemistically refers to an estimated 200,000 women and young gitls who were kidnapped
and forced into sexual slavery by the Imperial Japanése Afmy during ité colonial and wartime’
occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from the 19303 through the duration of World War
It; and

WH EREAS, During the 15 years of invasi'onAand occupation of Asian countries,

unspeakable and well-documented war-crimes, including mass rape, wholesale massacres,

heinous torture, and other atrocities, were committed by the Japanese Imperial Army
throug.ho.ut the océupied countries and colonies; and

WHEREAS, Of tﬁe few top Japanese military leaders who, were investigated and
convicted as war criminals in the postwar War Crime Tribunals in Tokyo, Nanjing, Manila,
Yokohama, and Khabarovsk, many escaped prosecution; ahd

WHEREAS, In 2001 the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed a resolution

‘urging the government of Japan, on the 50th anniversary of the US-Japan Peace Treaty, to

fully acknowledge and apologize for Japan's wartime atrocxtles and provide ]ust compensatlon
for the surviving vxctlms of its aggression; and '
WHEREAS, In 2007 the U.S. House of Representatlves passed Rep. Mike Honda’ s
bipartisan resoluﬂq_.nH.Res. 121, which also called on the Govemment of Japan to formally
acknowledge, apologize, and accept historical responsibility for its Imperial Arméd Forces"

coercion of young women into sexual slavery; and

Supervisor Mér, Kim, Cohen, Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campos, Avalos )
BOARD OF.SUPERVISORS : ) ) Page 1
o 8/26/15
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' WHEREAs; In 2013, the San Francisco Board passed a resolution condemning

-Ja'pan’s denial of its system of sexual enslavement during World War [l and calling for justice

for “comfort women”; and o

WHEREAS, The year 2015 marks the 70th anniversary of the end of World War ll
(1941-1945) and the Pacific War (1931 ~1'945)‘and the defeat of Japanese imberialism.and
militarism by the Allies; and ' '

WHEREAS, Several cities in the U.S,, including, Glendale and Rohnert Park, CA; Long
Island, NY; Palisades Park and Union City, NJ; Fairfax, VA; and Michigan City, M| have
already erected memorials to help remember the "comfort women" during Japanese
occupation in the Pacific War; and

WHEREAS, Today, human ‘tra'fficking' of women and girls is a formof modern day

slavery with 20 million victims worldwide, including an estimated 1.5 million victims in North

~ America alone, forced to perform labor and sexual acts; and human trafficking is a market-

driven criminal industry based on the principles of supply and demand, and
WHEREAS, San Francisco is not immune to the problem, and has been considered a

destination for human trafficking due to its ports, airports, industry, and rising immigrant

‘populations; and

WHEREAS, Leaders of the Japanese American community have worked closely with
the broader Asian Pacific Islander community in the past decades to strengthen relationships
and build trust, understanding, and communlty for civil rights and soclai justice; and

WHEREAS, San Francisco is a city of immigrants and their descendants, many of
whom have ancestral ties to Asian and Pacific Islander nations and have direct or indirect
experience with Japan's past system of sexual enslavement; and .

WHEREAS, A growing coalition of immigrant communities, women’s organizations, and

human rights groups have organized to establish,a memoriai for "comfort women” and the

Supervisor Mar, Kim, Cohen, Christensen. Yee, Farrell, Campos Avalos

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS . . Page 2

8/26/15
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millions of victims of'the Japanese military in San Francisco to ensure that the plight énd
suffering of these girls and women will never be forgotten or erased from history; now,
therefore, be it ‘ | | _ |

RESOLVED, That appropriate City and County agencies will work with the community
organizations to design and establish the nﬁemérial; and, be it

FURTHER RESOLVED, Thét the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of Sén
Francisco during the 70th ahniversary of the end of World War Il expresses its strong support
of creating a memorial in hemow of those girls and women who suffered immeasurable pain ‘
and humiliatfon as sex slaves and aé a sacred place for remembrance, reflection,

remorsefulness, and atonement for generations to come.

Supervisor Mar, Kim, Cohen, Christensen, Yes, Farrell, Campos, Avalos )
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS : Page 3
8/26/15
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[Resolution Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for "Comfort Women” in San Francisco]

REVISED Resolution Urging the Establishment of a Memorial for " Comfort Women” in

San Francisco. . -

| WHEREAS, According 'to most international historians, the term “comfort women”
euphemistically refers toan estimated 200,000 women and young girls who were kidnapped
and forced-into sexual slavéry by the Imperial Japanese Army during its colonial and wartime
occupation of Asia and the Pécific Islands from the 1930s through the duration of World War
II; and

' WHEREAS, During the 15 years of invasion and occupation of Asian countries,

* unspeakable and well-documerited war-crimes, including mass rape, wholesale massacres,

heinous toﬁure, and other atrocities, were committed by the Japanese Imperial Army

’ throughout the occupied countries and colonies; and

WHEREAS, Of the few top Japanese military leaders who were investigated and

\
convicted as war criminals in the postwar War Crime Tribunals in Tokyo, Nanjing, Manila,

"Yokohama, and Khabarovsk,' many escaped prosecution; and

_ WHEREAS, In 2001 the San Francisco Board of Supervisors passed a resolution
urging the government Qf Japan, on the 50fh«anniversary 6f the US-Japan Peace Treaty, to
fully'acknowledge and apoiog_ize for Japan’s wartime atrocities and provide just compensaﬁon
for the surviving victims of its aggression; and

WHEREAS, In 2007 the U.S. House of Representatives passed Rep. Mike Honda's
bipartisah resolution H.Res. 121, which also called on the Government of Japan to formally
acknowledge, apologize, and accept historical responsibility for its Imperial Armed Forces'

coercion of young women into sexual slavery; and

Supervisor Mar, Kim, Cohen, ‘Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campos, Avalos

" BOARD OF SUPERVISORS . . . Page 1
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WHEREAS, In 2013, the San‘Francisco Board passed a resolution condemning
Japan's denial of its system of §e_xual enslavement during World War Il and calling for justice
for “comfort women”; and

WHEREAS, The year 2015 marks tlhe 70th anniversary of the end of World War lf
(1941-1945) and the Pacific War (1931-1 945) and the defeat of Japénese imperialism and
militarism by the Allies; and ' '

WHEREAS; Several cities in the U.S, including, Giendale and Rohnert Park, CA; Long
Island, NY; Palisades Park and Union City, NJ; Fairfax, VA; and Michigan City,.MI have

already erected membrials 'to.help remember the "comfort women" during Japanese .

occupation in the Pacific War; and

WHEREAS, Today there are an estimated 20.9 million victims of human trafficking’

globalfy, of which 55% are women and girls; forced labor and human trafficking worldwide is a
$150 billion dollar criminal industry based on the principles of supply anddémgnd, and
WHEREAS, San Francisco is not immune to the problem, and has been considered a
destination for human trafficking due to its ports, airports, industry, and rising immigraht
populations; and _ |
WH'EREAS, San Francisco is é city of immigrants and their descendants, many of |
whom have anoéstral ties to Asian and Pacific Islander nations and have direct or indirect

experience with Japan's past system of sexual enslavement; and

Supetvisor Mat,-Kim, Cohen, Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campos, Avalos

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS Page 2
: : 8/27/15
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WHEREAS, Leaders of the Japaﬁe_se American comm:unityhave worked closely with

the broader Asian Pacific Islander community in the past decades to strengthén relationships

and build trust, understandihg, and community for civil rights and social justice; and

WHEREAS, A growing coalition of immigrant communities, women’s organizations, and
human rights groups have organized tb establish a memorial for “comfort 'wome.n’f and the
millions of victims of the Japanese military in San Francisco to ensure that the plight and
suffering of these girls and women will never be forgoﬁen or era‘sed from history; now,
therefore, be it :

' RESOLVED, That abpropriate City and County agencies Will work with the community
organizatioh's fo désign- and} establish the memorial; and, be it - |

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors of the City and County of San

Francisco during the 70th anniversary of the end of World War Il expresses its strong support

of creating a memorial in memory of those girls and women who suffered immeasurable pain
and humiliation as sex slaves and as a sacred place for remembrance, reflection,

remorsefulness, and atonement for.generations to come.

Supervisor Mar, Kim, Cbhen, Christensen, Yee, Farrell, Campps, Avalos
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS - . Page3d -
8/27/15
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September 1, 2015
Members of the Bodrd of Supervisors
City and County of San Franclseo

" Dear Members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors,

T am writing to give my stiong support to the “comfort women” resoluiion before the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors. Itis befitting for a ¢ity like San Franeisco to have sach a
monument to commenorate a historical travesty and injustice to women sexuaily enslaved by the

Japanese Imperial Army during the Pacific War, 1937-1941, The Imperial Japan, through its
military government’s policy of institutionalizing the sexual enslavemient of at least 200,000
women of Chinese, Korean, Filipino, Indonesian and Duich background during WWII,
participated in the Jargest form of sexval trafficking in the last century. This dark chapter should
not be forgotien. George Sanfayapa said: “Those Whe camnot remember the past are
candeniped to vepeat it."

My father, Fred T. Korematsu, worked closely with Japanese American gianis Iike, Dr, Clifford
Uyeda, Sox Kilashima, often known as the “godmother” of Japan town, Gordon Hirabayashi,
and Chinese American leaders like Jodge Lillian Sing, Judge Julie Tang, and Professor Ling chi
Wang to bring about peace through justice by urging the Japaness Governinent o do the ight
thing —i.e. for the government through the Diet fo apologize for the atroeities.the Japanese
Imperial Government inflicted on her Asian neighbors during WWIL When they did that, they
were not denigrating the Japanese American commumty or Japan bashing but were working
{owards peace throdgh justice. -

T now also urge this bcdjr 10 do the right thing and vote 1o approve ths “Comfort Women®
resolution. This memorial is not only about dignifying the suffering of a parhicular group of
women who were victimized by the Japanese military, it {s also about peace,  Jewish Holocaust
mesnorials are being built all over the world to commemorate the suffering of the Jews during
WWII in (he hands of the German Nazi government. In the same spirit, we should presesve
historical troth and aise consciousness about the suffering of the “comfort-women™. In my .
father’s spirit T urge you to Vo1& ¥85 10 Suppoft this tesolution.

Siticetely,

~ Karen Korematsu
Founder & Executive Director
Fred T. Korematsn Tnstitote




Japan-U.S.. Fem! nlst Network for Déoolonlzatlon
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www.fendnow,org

info@fendnow.org

Emi Koyama, Co-Founder -

Japan-U.S Feminist Network for Decolomzatlon (FeND)
PO Box 40570

Portland, Oregon 97240

July 20th, 2015

The Honorable Edwin Lee The Honorable London Breed

Mayor - . ’ ' President of the Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco - City and County of San Francisco
City Hall, Room 200 - o City Hall, Room 244 o

1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place

San Francisco, California 94102 San Francisco, California 94102

Dear Mayor Lee and the Members of the Board of Supervisors,

On behalf of bpan-U.S. Feminist Network for Decolonization (FeND), | am writing to express
our wholehearted support for the Board's effort to memorialize the victims and survivors of
Jpanese "comfort women" system during the WWII.

' FeND is a network of U.S-based individuals who have rootsin Japan, and those who support
our goals. We are activists, teachers, researchers, and other community members who came
together in 2014 to counteract the rise of antagonistic nationalism and historical revisionism in
some corners of Japan and within (mostly first generation) Jpanese communitiesin the U.S

| am sure that you are already receiving dozens if not hundreds of messages from members of
far-right Japanese nationalist groups in opposition to the proposed memorial. As individuals
who have rootsin Japan, we want to assure you that these antagonistic nationalistsand
historical revisionists do not speak for us,

We appreciate your interest in addressing this very important and timely issue. We are hopeful
that the Board of Supervisors will hold firm to its support for the victims and survivors of the

. women harmed in the "comfort women" system, in accordance with our shared belief in peace, -
justice, and human rights for all.

Best,

Emi Koyama, Co-Founder

Jpan-U.S. Feminist Network for Decolonization (FeND)
http:/www.fendnow.org/

info@fendnow.org
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A Report .on.Japanese Right-Wing.Opposition to the "Comfort Women"
Memorial in San Francisco

This report profiles individuals who have traveled from out of town to attend the July 21st Board
meeting of the City and County of San Francisce and voice their oppositioh the resolution
endorsing the establishment of a "comfort women" memorial in San Francisco's China Town.
The list of out-of<town speakers, who are have all been born and raised in Japan before -
migrating to the U.S. as adults, is a Who's Who of the far-right apanese nationalist erganizing
in the United States.

. In addition, this report provides background information on the Japanese right-wing activitiesin
the-U.S,, and debunks the right-wing mischaracterizations of some of the documents they often
employ.

posing "Comfort Women" Memorisl

‘Ko:chl MERA '.
M ari iko.0 KADA—CO LLIN S -

Ofstown: %peakers

Mtchael YCN
. Jbson MORGAN
Yoshiko SAKURAI .

. 5<amining Right-Wing "Evidences"
U.S Army iapanese POW Interrogation Report No. 49 (1 944)
Interagency Working Group Repott (2007) :

IV. Timeline of "Comfort Women" Denialism during the first and second Abe administrations
(with afocus on U.S-related incidents) :
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I. Profiles of Out-of-town Speakers Opposing ”Comfort Women"
" Memorial o

Koichi MERA

My name:is Koichi Mera. | live in Los -  they have lots of income. [brief interruption

Angeles. | had a pleasure of listeningmore  *  due to audience laughter in disbelief] Now

than three hours of debate in this chamber there are at least two U.S. documents which -
_ about jails and housing and so forthand that . proves that comfort women were-usual

is a proper task of this chamber. Now, I'm people, not sex slaves. One iswritien in

talking about comfort women issue. Thisis 1944 during the war. in Burma. 20 Korean

international issue. That is a issue which is . comfort women were interviewed and that

between Korea and Japan, and also U.§, says... [time out] -

Korea, and Jpan. This issue should be dealt
by Federal government in the case of U.S
City government should not be intervening
in-this issue. That's one point. Second, this
issue is really dividing people. U.S isa
country with immigrants coming from

~ various places. They should be living
together in harmony. This comfort women
issue will divide people. And that is not
really good. In addition, one point [ would
like to make is that the usual comfort-
women story is a fabricated story. In fact,
those women were not sex slaves, they
were paid well. They had very good life and

Mera was born in Korea during JBpanese occupation and graduated from University of Tokyo
before studying and getting teaching positions at U.S universities including University of _
Southern California and Harvard University in business and economics. After retirement from
USC, in 2006 Mera founded the Sudy Group for Japan's Rebirth, a monthly study group for
Japanese residents in Los Angeles area about Bpan's recent history. His book, Jpanese People,
~ Wake Up from MacArthur's Curse! was published by a right-wing publisher in Jpan and is
quite anti-U.S. In 2012, Mera founded Global Alliance for Historical Truth days before filing a
lawsuit against the City of Glendale, California to seek the removal of its "comfort women"
memorial. GAHT s cases have been dismissed by state and federal courts, with the state judge
even ruling the lawsuit as a SLAPP, but Mera is appealing the decisions,

GAHT isincorporated and is accepting donations both in Bpan and in the U.S Notable leaders
of GAHT in addition to Mera include Yumiko Yamamoto (ex-Zaitokukai, Nadeshiko Action),

. Nobukatsu Fujioka (Japanese Society for History Textbook Reform), Shiro Takahashi, and
Genki Fujii (conservative foreign policy analyst).
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Mera has co-presented at "comfort women" denial events in the last se{/eral -years with
Yamamoto, Fujioka, Mitsuhiko Fujii (Rompa Project), Mariko Okada-Collins, Yujiro Taniyama,

and others, ~
Mariko OKADA-COLLINS

My name is Mariko Okada-Collins. I'm
talking about comfort women statue. San
Francisco has a troubled history with races
and ethnic hatred. As much as the City is
proud of its recent history with inclusiveness
and resistance to. the hatred and racism, it
still has not erased its dark past regarding

- ethnic Bpanese racism. This statue
represents a return to the dark days when
the San Francisco mayor Eugene Schmitz
and neo-fascists Sons of the Golden West
organization were active in many anti-
Japanese activities supported by fact, so- .
called fact, and M.H. de Young's San
Francisco Chronicle published headlines
like "Brown Men, an Evil in the Public
Shools," "Japanese, a menace American
women," etc. Then-the school board
supported by the Mayor and the City

- Council joined.with the racist American

South and segregated San Francisco schools |

for Japanese students saying the same
illogical statements that were not about
harming Japanese American relations but
responding to the fact in the history.
Nothing much seems to have changed in
San Francisco other than that white racists
have the opportunity to ally with Uncle
Tom-like Asian collaborators in modern day

racist campaign to assume that Jpanese are
sex-crazed rapists. It appears to be like
current Supervisors are set to continue the
tradition in the 21st century. The City
Council set to vote in a statue that
promotes ethnic and racial hatred,
promotes exaggerated claim against the

-, Japanese while ovetiooking equal violations

by Americans, Koreans, and Russians, and
as seen in Glendale and Union City does
absolutely nothing fo raise awareness to

~ save one woman fromthe human

trafficking. So, I don't think you want this to
be voted yes. Thank you.

'PuBLic COMMERY

Mariko Okada-Collins is & Japanese language lecturer at Central Washington University. Born
and raised in Jpan, she has migrated to the U.S. to live with her American husband. In April
2015, Okada-Collins used her position at the university to organize a film screening and lecture
by Yujiro Taniyama and speeches by Koichi Mera, Jason Morgan, and others, Okada-Collins
has published how she uses every opportunity in her language class to discuss the "truth" of
Jpan's recent past (j.e. historical denial of Nanjing Massacre and "comfort women"), and
complains that her students punish her by giving her negative reviews. Okada-Collins also
stated that she had been disciplined by the university for showing the preview of Taniyama's

film in her class. .




In response to the screening, students and faculty organized alternative educational events
about "comfort women" on campus, which was attended by hundreds. The denialist event
organized by Okada-Collins attracted a couple of dozens at most. Read about the CWU.event

here:

hitp://www .japanfocus.org/-Norma-Field/4323/article.html
hitp://iwww japanfocus.org/-Emi-Koyama/4 324/article. html
http://www.japanfocus.org/—Chong-EJn__Ahn/4325/article.html

Okada-Collins seems to have had parted ways with Taniyama after the event because of
Taniyama's attitude toward the American audience, including her students. She is associated
with Koichi Mera, Michael Yon (American writer), and others.

Terumi IMAMURA

My name is Terumi [mamura. I'm also here
to oppose the comfort women statue to be’
built here. | have several concernsand . -
asking myself why, why isit in San
Francisco, why isin America, why isit
targeting Jpanese? My biggest concern is
that Japanesé and Bpanese Americans who
live in here in America, are we being .
targeted because of our nationality? Again?
Many of us remember those painful camp
daysin the wartime. Isthat going to be
happening again? We are scared. We are
concerned, we are worried. Besides that,
these claims that they have on.comifort
women—200,000 women and children
were forcibly abducted, tortured, sex
slaved—there is no sold evidence to it. And
here | have the report umber 49, the report
titled Japanese Prisoners of War
Interrogation of prostitution, reported by
United States Office of War Information,

Psychological Warfare Team, which

| ~ reported in 1944. Also, the newer one is
~ Nazi War Crimes and Jpanese Imperial

Government Record, final report to the -
United Sates Congress in April 2007.
Neither of them indicate... [time out]

'‘PusLic GOMMENT

Terumi Imamura claims to be a housewife in Los Angeles area. Imamura heads a local "comfort
* women" denialist group True Japan Network. Imamura is said to be the originator of the
completely baseless claim that the establishment of "comfort women" statue in Glendale,
California resulted in widespread bullying and harassment of Japanese children in the area.
Imamura's claim has been uncritically repeated by right-wing media and politicians in Jpan,

" but nobody (local and national/international media, schools, police, Jpanese American groups,
the Jpanese consulate, and even the very right-wing politicians that are making such claim)

can find a trace of evidence.
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It is telling that even Imamura did not mention the supposed existence of widespread anti-
Jpanese bullying in Glendale as an argument against the San Francisco memorial, despite the
fact it might have been an effective argument if it existed. Koichi Mera of GAHT also did not
claim anti-Bpanese bullying as a concrete harm caused by the Glendale memorial in his

" lawsuit against the city, so there appears to be a pattern: they do not make this particular claim
when it might be verified.

Yoshi TAGU CHI
Hello Supervisors, my name is Yoshi relating to Japanese war ctimes. ... Many
Taguchi of Happy Science. And do you people around the world had hoped that.the
know IWG document entitled the Nazi War WG would unearth records that would help
Crimes and JBpanese Imperial Government them document Japanese atrocities. ... The
Record?lt is originally signed by President IWG uncovered and released few As:an

. Clinton on October 8, 1998 {o investigate theatre records... [time out] '

the crimes of Nazi, then on May 23, 2000
Dr. Michael Kurtz announced that the IWG
will take steps forward to declassification of
“records related to Japanese war crimes. It
has over eight million pages and spent 30
million dollars. This is the one [shows a
flip], and you can see the detail through this
site in the internet. And finally, in April -
2007 they submitted the final report to the
United Sates and that is a kind of summary
of the investigation. This is the doéument,
and it has 125 pages. The chairman of this
committeg, Steven Garfinkel, concluded his ... .
opinion in the preface, "Among the
disappointed will be those who had hoped
for a voluminous release of U.S records

“Yoshi Taguchi works for Happy Science (Koufuku no Kagaku) and livesin New krsey. Taguchi
is known to have arranged venues for many Japanese right-wing eventsin the U.S,, including
lectures of Yumiko Yamamoto, Koichi Mera, Tony Marano, Shiro Takahashi, Mitsuhiko Fujii,
and othersin San Francisco, Los Angeles, and New York City.

Happy Science isa new (founded in 1986) Jhpanese religion based loosely on Buddhism. lis
political stance is far to the right of Prime Minister Abe's Liberal Democratic Party (which is
pretty conservative), and said fo have financed many of the "comfort women™ denial activities
outside of Jpan through affiliated Rompa Project (run by Mitsuhiko Fujii) and through its
foreign missions.
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Yumlko YAMAM OTO

Yumlko Yamamoto is the former secretary general and vice president of Zaitokukai and is the -
founder and president of "comfort women" denialist group Nadeshiko Action, ironically also
_referring to itself as ".JBpanese Women for lstice and Peace" in English. Yamamotao organizes
mass email campaigns against foreign cities and legislatures that are considering taking a
position on "comfort women," including the City and County of San Francisco.

Yamamoto was the secretary general of Zaitokukai a notorious anti-Korean  racist group, when
the group "demonstrated” in front of a Korean elementary school in Kyoto, banging on its gate
and screaming "you Korean cockroaches,” and "your parents are North Korean spies' at
schoolchildren. Zaitokukai organized or participated in many similar "demonstrations" against
Korean neighborhoods and community institutions under Yamamoto's leadership.

Yamamoto founded Nadeshiko Action and resighed from her leadership position in Zaitokukai
in 2011 to focus on Nadeshiko Action. In a book she published in 2014, Yamamoto states that
she l¢ft Zaitokukai because the organization (Zaitokukai) had grown to the point that others
could take care of it. In other words, Yamamoto has not yet renounced her support for the
posmons of Zaltokukal at Ieast as late as 2014 :

Yamamoto isthe vice -preSIdent of the Jpanese portion of Global Alliance for Historical Truth,
a denialist group headed by Koichi Mera. Yamamoto also chairs "Japan's collaborative team” of
the Alliance for Truth About Comfort Women, which lobbies the United Nation Human Rights
Commission, the Commission on the Satus of Women, the Convention on the Himination of
Discrimination Agalnst Women, and other lnternatlonal regulatory bodles |

Tony MARANO‘& Shunichi FUJKI

Tony Marano, also known in Jpan as "Texas Daddy," is.an' American video blogger. Marano -
first found fans in Japan for criticizing environmental group Sea Shepherd's anti-whaling
campaigns, and was approached by JBpanese businessman Shunichi Fujiki (who also goes by
~"Shun Ferguson"), who became his Japanese representative. Since then, Marano has published
many books and columns i Jpan that glorify the nation and absolve Japan of its war
responsibilities, including over the "comfort women" issue. Marano is frequently flown to Jpan
to give lectures about "comfort women" and other issues there, and to various U.N. meetmgs
across the. world, despite having no éxpertise or background on the topic. '
When confronted in Engllsh, Marano does not seem to be able to sustaxn an argument, and
frequently contradicts his own statements published in Japanese media under his name. Marano
and Fujiki often collaborate with Mitsuhiko Fujii (or "Mitt") of Rompa Project. Marano also
appears in a dialogue with his frequent co-presenter Yumiko Yamamoto in Yamamoto's 2014
book.

Shiro TAKAHASH!
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Shiro Takahashi is a prominent conservative education scholar in JBpan whose work has
focused on the importance of "traditional” family structures and gender roles. As a former vice
president of the Japan Society for History Textbook Reform, Takahashi also advocates for the

teaching.of history that restores national pride. In 2013, Prime Minister Abe appointed
Takahashi to the Council for Gender Equality, an advisory body within the Cabinet.

in December 2014, Takahashi joined Yamamoto,; Mera, Marano, and others to speak at the .
"comfort women" revisionist event and a press confererice in New York Cily. He also visited Los
Angeles, where he claims to have heard stories about vandalism committed against

conservative Japanese residents who were involved in revisionist activities.

Yujiro TANIYAMA

Yujiro Taniyama is a filmmaker and a failed 2011 candidate for the Governorship of Tokyo,
receiving 0.2% of the total votes. In spring of 2015, Bpanese language instructor Mariko .
Okada-Collins invited Taniyama to Central Washington University fo show "Scottsboro Gitls,"
his fauxmentary film about "comfort women," and to give a lecture introducing "a new
perspective" on the issue, Taniyama's fllm is endorsed by YOShlkO Sakurai, an mﬂuentl al
conservative Journallst :

When Okada-Collinsfaced oppositions to the screening in the days before the event from
within the university, Michael Yon reached out to her and infroduced her to additional
speakers, Koichi Mera and Jason. Morgan. University community overwhelmingly rejected
Taniyama, who showed a shortened version of the film (the full film is over three hours long) to
an almost empty room for two days. Taniyama'and Yon got into a maJor onhne battle
afterwards, with- Okada-Collins taking Yon's side.

<

, Michael YON

Michael Yon is a former member of the U.S. Army Special Forces and a wititer specializing in
Thailand and military. Yon became interested in "comfort women" issue in 2014, and is
credited with calling attention to the 2007 U.S. Interagency Working Group report on Nazi War
Crimes and Jpanese Imperial Government Records, whlch he (falsely) claims proves Jpan's
innocence in the 'comfort women" affair.

After the failure of Yujiro Taniyama's film screening at Central Washington University, Yon '
publicly-criticized some members of the conservative establishment including Yoshiko Sakurai
who have endorsed Taniyama's film. In return, conservative figures in apan exposed that Yon
had received large payments from Jpanese conservatives with the expect’ation.that he would
‘publish articles in mainstream English media that refute the "comfort women" issue, but failed to
deliver; Yon demes that there was any such expectatlon and ms;sts that his pen is not for sale.

Jason MO RGAN

dson Morgan is a University of Wisconsin history Ph.D student who has.spent years in Jpan,-
including on a Fulbright. Morgan was heralded by the American conservative media when in
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2013 he refused to take part in a diversity training that was mandated for all teaching assistants,

He views American academia as dogmatic and stifling, and prefers Japanese academia where

scholars are free to speak truth, especially his belief that "evidence is overwhelmingly on" the

side denying the "comfort women" issue. Morgan is now celebrated as a fresh hew voice of the

true American scholarship by Bpanese conservative media such as Sankei Shimbun and by
conservative think tanks that are affiliated with Yoshiko Sakurai. '

Yoshiko SAKURAI

Yoshiko Sakurai is a conservative journalist and internet news host/commentator. As the

~director of Japan Institute for National Fundamentals, a private think tank, Sakurai is highly
influential within Japan's conservative politics. On her internet news, Sakurai hosts conservative
politicians including Eiko Yamatani, Tomomi Inada, dn Matsubara, and others; and
commentators including Shiro Takahashi, Koichi Mera, and Yujiro Taniyama.
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I11. Bxamining Right-Wing "Evidences”
U.S Army Japanese POW Interrogation Report No. 49 (1944)

What the right-wing says: The report is based on interviews with 20 Korean " comfort women" |
detained by the U.S Army and states that they were simply prostitutes who were hlghly paid
and lived in fuxury.

The report is actually based on interviews with two Japanese "house masters” (i.e.

owner/managers of the brothel) and 20 Korean "comfort women." The report cl early states that
the women were recruited under false pretenses and held in debt bondage. In addition, many of
the 20 women were underage at the time they were sent to the "comfort stations."

A part of the report does state that women were paid well. Another part states that the women

" had to give back much of the earnings for debt repayment and living expenses (they had to
procure necessities from the house masters) and struggled. Historians believe that the fi rst part
comes from the testimonies of the "house masters," while the latter are from the women .-

. themselves. '

Since mid-1990s, the report has been understood by historians to be one of the evidences that
show that women were forced to become "comfort women" against their will and that the
JBpanese military was actively managing and operating the system. The right-wing interpretation
. Telies on selective reading of several isolated sentences from the report

Interagency Workmg Group Report (2007)

What the nght—wmg says: Interagency Working Group of the United States spént eight years and
30 million dollars to find evidences for Japan‘s war crimes related to "comfort women," but
could not find any, which means that the allegations against Jpan are false.

The Interagency Working Group studied classified documents to uncover new historical
materials related to the war crimes of Nazi Germany and the JBpanese Empire. However, most
documents from the Pacific theatre had been declassified a long time ago, IWG mostly
analyzed and then released documents related to the Nazi Germany. '

In April 2007, the same month Interagency Working Group's report was finalized, the
Congressional Research Service of the Library of Congress issued its own report, "hpanese
Military’s 'Comfort Women' System," which used previously released materials to conclude that
Jpanese government and military were responsible for a system of enforced military

- prostitution known as "comfort women." In July of that year, the U.S. House of Representatives -
passed a resolution demanding Jpan fo "formally acknowledge, apologize, ad dccept historical
responsibility” for the "comfort women" issue.

While it is true that the IWG report did not uncover any ‘previouély' classified document related
to Jpan's "comfort women" issue, it is clearly not the case that the U.S government interpreted
the IWG report to mean that. Japan was innocent.
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V. Timeline of "Comfort Women"‘DeniaIism during the first and

second Abe administrations (with a focus on U.S-related incidents)

Part 1: 2006~2007

2006-09-26

Shinzo Abe becomes the 90th Prime Minister of Japan

2007-01-16

U.S. declassifies documents and releases expert essays on upcoming IWG report

' 2007-01-31

H.Res.121 introduced with six co-sponsors, led by Rep. Mike Honda

'| 2007-03-01

PM Abe denies forced recruitment of CW by Jpanese military

2007-03-02

Deputy Sec. of State Negroponte criticizes Abe's statement

2007-03-05

PM Abe once again denies Jpanese military responsibility

2007-03-09

Opponents of H:Res.121 change their position, number of co-sponsors grows

2007-03-16

Abe administration formally state that no evidence eX|sts that points to forced
recruitment of CW by Jpanese m|l|tary

2007-03-24

Washington Post criticizes Abe in editorial

2007-03-25

Abe's Deputy CabinetMinister states on radio that CW were sold by their parents

and that JBpanese military was not involved

Deputy Spokesman for Department of Sate urges Jpan to continue to address

2007-03-26 CW issue

2007-04 IWG report finalized and made available to public -

2007-04-03 U.S Congressional Research Service releases the report "Japanese Military's

: ‘Comfort Women' System" by Larry Niksch -

2007-04-03 | PM Abe calls Pres. Bush to ask for "understanding”

5007-04-17 PM Abejustiﬁes his statements in interviews with Newsweek and Wall Sreet .
Jurnal, promise to uphold Kono Statement

2007-04-20 Former Minﬁster of Education and Science Nariaki Nakayama criticizes -

' H.Res.121, arguing that prostitution was legal and profitable at the time

2007-04-27 | PM Abe visits Pres, Bush, issues a vague apology for CW ‘

2007-05-17 Tokyo Governor Shintaro Ishihara demes Japanese military's mvolvement in the

' recruitment of CW

2007-05-25 | MP Jdn Matsubara denies the CW issue

5007-06-14 Dozens of conservative politicians and prominent opinion leaders in Jpan place
a full-page ad ("The Facts’) on Washington Post -

5007-08 Many members of U.S. House of Representatives join as co-sponsors of
H.Res.121 including House Committee on Foreign Affalrs Chair Rep. Tom Lantos

2007-07-30 | H.Res.121 passed :

2007-09-12 | PM Abe abruptly resigns

2007-10 First CW memorial built inthe U.S. in Pahsades Park, New JLrsey

2007-11-08 Dutch parliament passes resolution urging Jpan to confront CW denialism and
make further efforts to address the issue

2007-11-28 Canada's House of Commons passes resolution urging Jpan to confront CW -

: denialism and make further efforts to address the issue
5007-12-13 Hiropean Parliament passes resolution urging Jpan to confront CW denialism

and make further efforts to address the issue
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Part 2: 2012-present

2011-12

Yumiko Yamamoto of Zaitokukai forms CW denialist group N adeshiko Action

2012-05

Jpanese diplomats offer chetry blossom treesin return for removmg Palisades
Park, New Jersey CW memorial; the city rejects

2012-05-24

Nikon Corp. cancels photo exhibits about CW under right-wing pressure

2012-12-26 .

Shinzo Abe becomes the 96th Prime Minister of Japan

2013-01-10

PM Abe appoints Shiro Takahashi to the Council for Gender Equality

2013-05-13

Osaka Mayor Toru Hashimoto -argues that organized prostitution was necessary at
the time, and suggests that the U.S. military should utilize legal sexual servicesto
reduce sexual violence committed by the U.S, servicemen in Okinawa

2013-05-16-

U.S Department of State spokesperson Jen Psaki calls Hashlmoto sstatement
"outrageous and offensive"

2013-05-22

San Francisco asks Hashimoto o cancel sister city visit due to the furor caused by -
his remarks

2013-05-27

Hashimoto retracts his comment about the U.S. servicemen while insisting that
the Japanese military was not involved in the trafficking of CW

2013-06-18

City and County of San Franciso passes resolution condemnmg CW system in
response fo Hashimoto's statements

2013-07-09

Glendale;. California-approves the establishment of CW statue in its Central Park
after heated discussions

2013-07-30 |

Glendale unveils the CW statue; Japanese Amencan leaders from Nikkei for Civil
Rights and Redress and the San:Fernando_ Valley chapter of Apanese American
Citizens League attend in support

Yumiko Yamamoto and others form Alliance for Truth about Comfort Women

2013-09

2013-12-16

Koichi Mera, Tomoyuki Sumori (True Jpan Network, Voluteer Group for Fight
Against Comfort Women), and three Japanese MPs (Mio Sugita, Yuzuru Nishida,
and Hiromu Nakamari) meet with representatives of NCRR and JACL-SFV; Sugita
dismisses Japanese American representatives as "left-wing" -

2014-01-08

JACL-SFV chapter formally adopts a statement supporting CW statue in Glendale

| 2014-01-16

Members of (bBpanese) National Association of Municipal Legislators Against
Comfort Women Statue visit Glendale to protest the CW memorial; they hold a
sign that reads "Children Need Heart-Warming Memorials'-

2014-02-20

Koichi Mera founds Global Alliance-for Historical Truth and files a lawsuit against

.| the City of Glendale

2014-05-05

Jpanese’ American Bar Association of California and Korean American Bar
Association along with dozens of other law associations issue a statement
supporting the CW memorial and opposing GAHT's lawsuit

- apan-U.S. Feminist Network for Decolonization (FeND) formed

2014-06-06

12014-06-20

Abe administration releases a report on the "process resulting in Kono Statement,”

| widely seen as a first step to repealing it

2014-07-06

| Mera and Nobukatsu Funpka of GAHT hold an event in Los Angeles; read a Ietter

from Yamamoto is read

2014-07-14

Yamamoto, Mera, Mitsuhiko Fujii, Shunichi Fujiki, Tony Marano, and other _
members of ATCW visit Geneva to lobby the U.N. Commission on Human Rights
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2014-08-04.

GAHT‘s federal lawsuit against the C!ty of Glendale is dismissed

2014-08-05

Asahi Shimbun retracts decades-old articles about forcible CW recruitment by the
Jpanese military in &ju Island, Korea

2014-08-13

Fullerton, California passes resolution recognizing CW

2014-08-03

GAHT files a state suit against the City of Glendale |

'2014-09-04

GAHT appeals the decision of the federal case to the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals

2014-10-15

The Historical Science Society of Japan issues a statement criticizing Abe h
administration's denial of historical facts of CW

2014-10-30

- |- lapanese MPs form the Special Committee to Restore Jpan’ s Honor and Trust in

order to refute allegatlons on CW

2014-12-13

Yamamoto, Mitsuhiko Fujii, and other revisionists hold an event i in Redwood Clty,
California near SFO; coalition of peace and human rights activists holds a protest

2014-12-14

- Yamamoto, Mera, Fujii, and other revisionists hold a panel in Torrance, California

JBpanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs demands American publisher-and historian fo

2015-01 alter the description of CW in college-level world history textbook
‘ 5015-02-18 Three Jpanese resadents in Los Angeles area join in a lawsuit in Japan against
' Asahi Shimbun
501503 - 20U.8 hlstorlans publish a letter in support of Japanese historians in response to
' MOFA's attempt to censor textbooks
: Yamamoto, Fujii, Shunichi Fujiki, Shiro. Takahashi, and other revisionists hold an
2015-03-09 | event in New York City; original venue, Jpanese American Association of New
York, cancels their reservation due to a protest by peace and women's groups
2015-03-10 GAHT and ATCW members Mera, Takahashi, and others-hold a press conference
. in NYC to counter the U.N. Commission on the Status of Women sessions
5015-03-17 . Group of conservative scholars led by Ikuhiko Hata holds press conference to’
demand "corrections” to an American history textbook over CW
2015-03-07 PM Abe refers to CW as victims of human trafficking in an interview with
Washington Post without admitting Bpanese military'srole in it
- | Mariko Okada-Collins organizes a screening of Yujiro Taniyama's film, -
2015-04-28 | "Scottsboro Girls' at Central Washington UnlverSlty, Mera, Jason Morgan and
| _ others join Taniyama
9015-04-29 PM Abe deliversa speech at the joint sessuon of us Congress without
: mentioning CW
‘ 2015-05-04 GAHT's state lawsuit against the City of Glendale is dismissed; City files for
.| attorney's fees under anti-SLAPP statute
"Open Letter in Support of Historians in Japan" released with 187 signatures by
2015-05-07 | historians, Jpan scholars; and others (mostly in the U.S); the number of .
signatories grows to 464 within a week :
2015-05-25 16 associations of historians and history educators in Jpan issue ajomt statement
, criticizing CW.revisionism
5015-07-21 City and County of San Francisco considers a resolution establishing CW
_| memorial; Mera, Okada-Collins, Terumi Imamura, and others speak in opposition |.
2015-07-23 | Osaka Mayor Hashimoto criticizes SF resolution as "unfair," plans to send a letter
2015-07-27 Nadeshiko Action and ATCW members visit Geneva to lobby the U.N.

.| Convention on the Himination of Discrimination Against Women




A Fact Sheet on Ja
Military “Comfort

Who were "comfort women"?

"Comfort women® is & historical term
referring to women.who were forced to
provide sexual service to Japanese soldiers
at military brothels "comfort stations"
established by the Japanese military in its
occupied territories between 1932 and 1945.
"Comfort women" were taken from all over
Asia and the Pacific, with Japanese, Korean,
Taiwanese, Chinese, Filipina, and Indonesian
women compnslng the vast majority. Many
women were considered underage. Experts
estimate the number of "comfort worhen" at
tens or hundreds of thousands.

How were "comfort women" recruited?

At the very beginning, women were
recruited primarily from existing brothels
in Japan by offering them a way to repay
their debt more quickly. But the concern
over venereal diseases and the demand
for a greater number of women led {o the
recruitment of women outside of existing
private brothels. In Japan's colonies (Korea
and Taiwan), the Japanese government
licensed contractors to recruit or procure
women under colfaboration with local
governments and police departments.
Women were typically deceived with a
promise of lucrative jobs and were held in
debt bondage, unable to leave after realizing
the nature of the "work" expected of them.
In other areas such as the Philippines and
Indonesia, the military kidnapped local
women or ordered local leaders to provide-
women for them.

What were the conditions in which
"comfort women" worked?

Women who were held in debt bondage
earned a percentage of the fees paid by
Japanese soldiers, but their earnings were
confiscdted for debt repayment and living
expenses, They were forced to have sex
with many men each day, and very few were
allowed to return to their home after their
debt was retired. Other women who were
forcibly taken to the "comfort stations" were
held for a period of time, and forced into
sexual servitude, often without pay.

anese
omen”

How was the Japanese‘gov'ern,ment/
military involved? .

.Some Japanese nationalists claim that

"comfort stations" were no different from
any other brothels, which were legal at
the time, but there are clear differences.
The "comfort stations" were established by
the Japanese government, and the women
were recruited primarily by contractors
licensed by the government. The Japanese
government issued a special permit for the
women to travel, and transported them on
military vehicles and ships. The government
built buildings for the "comfort stations,"
set pdlicies, fee structures, and schedules,
and provided military doctors to check the
women for venereal diseases periodically.

How did the issue surface in the 90s?

Foliowing the democratization of the
Republic of Korea (South Korea), a Korean
former "comfort woman" came forward
publicly for the first time in 1991, seeking

a formal apology and reparation from

the Japanese government. Her action led
hundreds of other women in Korea, the
Philippines, and elsewhere to come forward.
Links to some of their testimonies can be
found at the end of this document.

What has Japanese government done
since the 90s?

- At first, Japanese government evaded

responsibility for the human rights violations
in "comfort women" system, blaming private
contractors and individual traffickers. But as
more historical evidences were discovered
by Japanese and other historians, the
government was forced in 1993 to issue

the so-called Kono statement, which
acknowledged Japanese government's

. direct involvement: in the establishment

and operation of "comfort stations" and

the use of force and deception in the
recruitment of “comfort women." In 1995,
Japan established Asian Women's Fund,
which distributed the Prime Minister's signed
letter of apology along with “atonement”
money funded through donations from
Japanese people. Some victims received the
atonement money, while others refused it,

criticizing it as an attempt to avoid providing

. formal reparations.

What are former "comfort women" '
seeklng‘?

" There are four main demands made by

various groups working for the former
"comfort women": First, an official
apology accompanying the Cabinet or

‘Diet (parliament) resolution (rather than

something that can be and have been
construed as one leader's personal view,
such as the Prime Minister's letter); second,
formal compensation to the victims of

the "comfort women" system; third, the
teaching of "comfort women" issue in the
country's history classes and textbooks, and
finally, the investigation and persecution of
responsible parties.

What is the international dispute about?

There are factual as well as legal and
political disagreements over the issue of
"comfort women." The factual disputes
involve the actual number of "comfort -
women” and their ethnic backgrounds,
and the extent to which Japanese military

.was directly involved in the deceptive or

forceful recruitment of the women. Legal
and political questions include whether
Japan has sufficiently accepted responsibility
for the atrocity with the establishment of
Asian Women's Fund, and whether Japan's
legal obligations to compensate the victims
have been dissolved by the 1951 Treaty of
Peace between Japan and the Allied Powers
or by bilateral treaties between Japan and
its neighbors (Republic of China in 1952,
Republic of Korea in 1965, and People's
Republic of China in 1972 and 1978). Some
Japanese nationalists including members

of the Parliament reject any wrongdoing or
culpability on the part of their government

“or military.

What has the mternatlonal communlty
sald about. the issue?

Umted Nations Human Rights Committee,
Economic and Social Council, Human Rights
Commission, Commission on the Status

of Women, Committee on the Elimination
-of Racial Discrimination, and Committee
Against Torture have issued repoits and
advisories demanding Japan to agree

to some or all of the victims' demands.
Congresses of the United States (House),
the Netherlands, Canada, European Union,

South Korea, 'and Taiwan have passed

similar resolutions, as did the State of
California; New York Senate, and other
legislative bodies around the world.

Online Resources

Figﬁt For Justice
http://fightforjustice.info/

Women's Active Museum on War and Peace
http://wam-peace.org/en/

e-Museum for the Victims of Japanese
Military Sexual Slavery
http://www.hermuseum.go.kr/english/

Books
Yoshiaki Yoshimi, Comfort Women (2002).

Yuki Tanaka, Japans Comfort Women
(2001).

Maria Rosa Henson, Comnfort Women: A
Filipina®s Story of Prostitution and Slavery

"under the Japanese Military (1999).

Dai Sil Kim-Gibson, Silence Broken: Korean
Comfort Women (1999)

Jan Ruff-O'Herne, F ifty Years of Sllence
The Extraordinary Memo:r of a War Rape
Survivor (2008),

" C. Sarah Soh, The Comfort Women: Sexual

Violence and Postcolonial Memory in Korea
and Japan (2009).

FeND

Fapan-U.S. Feminist Network for Decolonization
E!ﬂLEﬂi’.{ bEBETENI IR RY M-

Japan-U.S. Feminist Network for
Decolonization (FeND) is a network of
activists and scholars resisting both-
Japanese and U.S. colonialisms. For more
information, or for comments or questions,
please visit our website or contact us. Domo
yoroshiku!

http://www.fendnow.org/
hitp://facebook.com/fendnow
info@fendnow.org
@fendnoworg



“Comfort Women” Denier

Talking Points DEBUNKED!

“Comfort women” is a historical term
referring to the women. who performed
sexual labor in Japan’s military brothels
(“comfort stations”) across Asia and the
Pacific during its imperial wars, 1932-1945.
Experiences of “comfort women” were
varied: some women, especially in the
early years, were recruited from existing

. ‘brothels in Japan as a way to pay off their

debts faster; other-women, mainly from
Japan'’s colonies (Korea and Taiwan) and
occupied territories, were deceived with the
promise of Jucrative career, or were outright
kidnapped and forced into the system.

Below are some of the most commonly
encountered Japanese “comfort women”
denier talking points, and the facts

~ according to actual historians.

TALKING POINT: “"The 1944 U.S. military
report says. that ‘comfort women’ are just
prostitutes!”

FACT: They are taking a sentence out of
context. The same document clearly states
that most women were deceived with the
promise of a good job and forced to perform
sexual acts oni Japanese soldxers under debt
bondage.

TALKING POINT: “The 1944 U.5. military
report also says that ‘comfort women’
received exceedingly high salaries!”

FACT: According to the same document,
many women suffered in poverty because
their nominally high earnings were taken
away by the Japanese “house masters” as
debt repayment and living expenses, which
the women had to procure from them.

TALKING POINT: “Korean newspapers at
the time published ads recruiting 'comfort
women,” which proves that they were
voluntary!”

_FACT: Most Korean women ‘who became

“comfort women"” were not literate, so the
ads were not designed to entice them.

The ads (and only two such ads have been
discovered) were placed by contractors to
entice private recruiters and subcontractors
to go out and recruit the women,

TALKING POINT: “News reports from
the era show that Japanese government
arrested and prosecuted contractors that
kidnapped and trafficked Korean women!”

FACT: Japanese government prosecuted
kidnappers and traffickers in general,

but those were not contractors that are
kidnapping and trafficking women on .
behalf of the Japanese military (except for
recruitment in Japan-see the next point).

TALKING POINT: “Japanese government
issued a directive ordering the military to
carefully select contractors to avoid those
that engage Iin kidnapping and trafficking!”

FACT: The 1938 directive was issued in
response to an incident In which local police
in-Japan detained a contractor recruiting
women as “comfort women” for the
Japanese military. The local police did not
realize that Japanese military was directly
involved in establishing and operating
brothels, and assumed that the contractor
was falsely claiming to be working for the
military. This incident led to the directive
urging greater coordination between military
contractors and local police departments and
requiring the contractors to conceal their
ties to the Japanese military publicly so as
to not embarrass the military. The directive
only applies to recruitment in Japan,

and excludes its colonies of Korea and
Taiwan. There are no comparable directives
addressing deceptive or illegal recruitment
outside of mainland Japan.

TALKING POINT: “If any kidnapping or
trafficking happened, it 'was done by private
businesses operating brothels, and not by
the Japanese military! Or they were simply
sold by their parents to pay off debts!”

FACT: Japanese military built or requested
contractors to build “comfort stations,”
provided special documents to women who
did not otherwise have legal documentation
to travel out of the country, transported
women on military. vehicles, established
fees, pollcxes, and schedules for the “comfort
stations,” etc.—all of which are considered
hurnan trafﬁckmg under current as well

as historical standards, especially since

many of the women were underage. Debt
bondage, or forcing wormen to work in order
to pay off their debt, .is also considered a
form of slavery under current as well as

_ historical standards.

TALKING POINT: “The whole ‘comfort
women’ story was invented by Asahi
Shimbun newspaper, which recently
retracted the fabricated testimonies of
professed ‘comfort women’ recruiter Seiji
Yoshida!”

FACT: Yoshida’s testimonies have been
refuted and rejected by virtually all -
historians in the 1990s, and is not the basis
for Japanese government’s Kono Statement
(1993), the United Nations’ report on
“comfort women” by the special rapporteur
Radhika Coomaraswamy (1996), or the

U.S. Congressional Resolution 121 (2007).
Asahi’s retraction makes no difference to our
current conversations on the topic.

TALKING POINT: “Former Asahi reporter
Takashi Uemura, who wrote articles about
former comfort women’s lawsuit against
Japan, was biased because his mother-in-
law was a leader of the Korean group that
was suing the Japanese government on
behalf of the women!”

° FACT: The organization Uemura’s mother-

in-law was involved in had nothing to do
with the lawsuit at the time. Uemura also
never quoted Yoshida, or wrote articles that
alleged direct “taking” of Korean women. by
the Japanese military. A third-party review
of Uemura’s reporting found no wrongdoing
on his part.

TALKING POINT: “Interagency Working
Group of the United States spent 30 miliion
dollars and seven years to search for
evidences supporting the testimonies of
‘comfort women,” but could not find anything

-incriminating Japanese miilitary!”

FACT: WG was tasked with reviewing
then-classified WWII-era U.S. official
docurnents to find records of German and-
Japanese war crimes. Most documents were
related to the Nazi Germany, because many
documents about Japan were not classified.
The search did not result in the discovery
of any new evidences documenting Japan (
war crimes related to “comfort women.”
Prior to IWG's review, however, there were
many publicly available U,S. government
documents, including the 1944 U.S. military

report mentioned earlier, that shows Japan’s
wartime violations of human rights and
international law in its management and
operation of the “comfort women” system.

TALKING POINT: “Some Korean scholars
such as Ahn Byong Jik and Park Yuha
question the allegation that Korean women
were forcibly taken by the Japanese
military!”

FACT: There are some disagreements
in terms of how much blame should be

. assigned to different parties, including the

Japanese milltary, Korean brokers who did
the actual recruitment, etc., but neither Ahn

. or Park deny that Japan bears responsibility

for the trafficking and explontatlon of women
under the “comfort women"” system even

if the military did not directly kldnap the
Korean women.

TALKING POINT: “Former comfort
women’s testimonies are unreliable because
they have shifted in the past!”

FACT: Testimonies of survivors of .severe
trauma often shift and.change, and it should
not be considered a reason to disrniss their
testimonies altogether. Historians do not
rely on any single document or testimony
for'their understanding of historical
events; rather, they look at many different
documents and testimonies to corrobolate
what actually took place. Regardless of

the accuracy of any particular claim or any
particular testimony, it is undeniable that
tens or hundreds of thousands of women
were forced into sexual servntude by the

- Japanese mnhtary

yap &
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Japan-U.S. Feminist Network for
Decolonization (FeND) is a network of
activists and scholars resisting both
Japanese and U.S. colonialisms. For more
information, or for comments or questions,
please visit our website or contact us. Domo
yoroshiku!
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http://www.fendnow.org/
http://facebook.com/fendnow
info@fendnow.org
@fendnoworg
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L. Resolutions Adopted by Foreign National Assemblies

1. United States of America

H. Res. 121
House of Representatives
30 July 2007

Whereas the Government of Japan, during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia-and the Pacific Islands
from the 1930s through the duration of World War II, officially commissioned the acquisition of young
women for the sole purpose of sexual servitude to its Imperial Armed Forces, who became known to the world
as ianfu or “comfort women”;

Whereas the “comfort women” system of forced military prostitution by the Government of Japan, considered
- unprecedented in its cruelty and magnitude, included gang rape, forced abortions, humiliation, and sexual
violence resulting in mutilation, death, or eventual suicide in one of the largest cases of human trafficking in
the 20th century;

Whereas some new textbooks used in Japanese schools seek to downplay the “comfort women” tragedy and
other Japanese war crimes during World War II;, Whereas Japanese public and private officials have recently
expressed a desire to dilute or rescind the 1993 statement by Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the
“comfort women”, which expressed the Government’s sincere apologies and remorse for their ordeal,

Whereas the Government of Japan did sign the 1921 International Convention for the Suppression of the
Traffic in Women and Children and supported the 2000 United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 on
Women, Peace, and Security which recognized the unique impact on women of armed conflict;

Whereas the House of Representatives commends Japan’s efforts to promote human security, human rights,
democratic values, and rule of law, as well as for being a supporter of Security Council Resolution 1325,

Whereas the United States-Japan alliance is the cornerstone of United States security interests in Asia and the
Pacific and is fundamental to regional stability and prosperity;

Whereas, despite the changes in the post-cold war strategic landscape, the United States-Japan alliance
continues to be based on shared vital interests and values in the Asia-Pacific region, including the preservation
and promotion of political and economic freedoms, support for human rights and democratic institutions, and
the securing of prosperity for the people of both countries and the international community;

Whereas the House of Representatives commends those Japanese officials and private citizens whose hard
work and compassion resulted in the establishment in'1995 of Japan’s private Asian Women’s Fund;

Whereas the Asian Women’s Fund has raised $5,700,000 to extend “atonement” from the Japanese people to
the comfort women; and .

Whereas the mandate of the Asian Women’s Fund, a government-initiated and largely government-funded
private foundation whose purpose was the carrying out of programs and projects with the aim of atonement
for the maltreatment and suffering of the “comfort women™, came to an end on March 31, 2007, and the Fund
has been disbanded as of that date: Now, therefore, be it '

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Representatives that the Government of Japan--

(1) should formally acknowledge, apblogize, and accept historical responsibility in a clear and unequivocal
manner for its Imperial Armed Forces’ coercion of young women into sexual slavery, known to the world as
“comfort women”, during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from the 1930s
through the duration of World War II; .

(2) would help to resolve recurring questions about the sincerity and status of prior statements if the Prime
Minister of Japan were to make such an apology as a public statement in his official capacity:;

(3) should clearly and publicly refute any claims that the sexual enslavement and trafficking of the “comfort
women” for the Japanese Imperial Armed Forces never occurred; and
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(4) should educate current and future generations about this horrible crime while following the
recommendations of the international community with respect to the ‘comfort women’,

2. The Netherlands

Motion by Van Baalen
House of the Netherlands
Adopted 8 November 2007

The House, having heard the debate,

considering that Japan is a strategic partner in Asia, with whom the Netherlands has been maintaining relations
for 400 years, 150 years of which diplomatic relations by 2008, and with whom our country wants to shape a
common future;

taking the view that Japan should publicly take full responsibility, without any reserve, for the system of forced -
prostitution as operated in the years before and during the Second World War, and for the suffering thus caused
to the so-called comfort women and about which no doubts can and should be raised;

observing that the Japanese government, by means of the so-called Kono statement from 1993, has
acknowledged the fate of the comfort women, has expressed their regret towards the victims and has accepted
responsibility with this statement, but at the same time observing that the Japanese government and Japanese
members of parliament have, on various occasions, distanced themselves from this, as is shown by the
statements by the then prime minister Shinzo Abe last March which were later retracted, and by the
advertisement of members of the Japanese House of Representatives in the Washington Post earlier ﬂ’llS year on
the same subject; .

having read the letter which the chairman of the J apanese House of Representatives wrote on 7 November last in .
reply to the letter of the chairman of the House of 26 June last about the advertisement in the Washington Post
and in which he distances himself from said advertisement;

considering that certain teaching materials in Japanese schools do insufficient justice to the acknowledgement of
the Japanese war crimes, among them the treatment of the comfort women; |

considering that Japan, via the Asian Women's Fund, has offered forms of compensation to the former comfort
women, partly financed by public funds, but that this compensation was granted by a private organisation;

entreats the government to urgently ask the government of Japan to abandon any statement which devalues the
expression of regret from 1993 and to take full responsibility for the involvement of the Japanese army in the
system of forced prostitution;

entreats the government to urgently ask the government of Japan to make an additional gesture by offering the
comfort women still alive today some form of direct moral and financial compensation respectively for the
suffering caused;

entreats the government to urgently ask the government of Japan to encourage that all teaching materials in
Japanese schools provide a factual picture of the Japanese role in the Second World War, including the fate of the
comfort women;

and proceeds to the order of the day.

Van Baalen Wilders Van der Staaij
Van Gennip Peters Thieme

Van Dam Voordewind Verdonk

Van Bommel Pechtold




3. Canada

Journals No. 26
Motion by Olivia Chow
House of Commons of Canada
Adopted 28 November 2007

Moved that, in the opinion of the House:

i. during its wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands, from the 1930s through the duration of World
War II, the Imperial Armed Forces of Japan officially commissioned the acquisition of young women for the
sole purpose of sexual servitude, who became known as “comfort women”;

ii. some Japanese public officials have recently expressed a regrettable desire to dilute or rescind the 1993
statement by Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono on the “comfort women”, which expressed the
Government's sincere apologies and remorse for their ordeal;

iii. Japan has made progress since 1945 in recognizing and afoning for its past actions, and for many decades
has been a major contributor to international peace, security, and development, including through the United
Nations;

iv. the Canada-Japan alliance continues to be based on shared vital interests and values in the Asia-Pacific
region, including the preservation and promotion of political and economic freedoms, support for human rights
and democratic institutions, and the securing of prosperity for the people of both countries and the international
community; and

v. the Government of Canada should therefore encourages the Government of Japan to abandon any statement
which devalues the expression of regret from the Kono Statement of 1993; to. clearly and publicly refute any
claims that the sexual enslavement and trafficking of the 'comfort women' for the Japanese Imperial Forces.
never occurred; to take full responsibility for the involvement of the Japanese Imperial Forces in the system of
forced prostitution, including through a formal and sincere apology expressed in the Diet to all of those who
were victims; and to continue to address those affected in a spirit of reconciliation.

4. European Parliament

Resolution on Justice for the ‘Comfort Women’ (sex slaves in Asia before and during World War II)

European Parliament v
13 December 2007
P6_TA(2007)0632

The European Parliament, v
- having regard to the 200th anniversary of the abolition of the slave trade in 2007,

- having regard to the International Convention for the Suppression of the Traffic in Women and Children
(1921), to which Japan is a signatory,

- having regard to ILO Convention No. 29 on Forced Labour (1930), ratified by Japan,

- having regard to United Nations Security Council Resolution 1325 (2000) on Women and Peace and
Security,

- having regard to the report by Gay McDougall, UN Special Rapporteur on Systematic Rape, Sexual Slavery
and Slave-like Practices during Armed Conflict (22 June 1998),

- having regard to the conclusions and recommendations of the 38th session of the UN Committee Against
Torture (9-10 May 2007),

.

- having regard to the Report of a Study of Dutch Government Documents on the Forced Prostitution of Dutch
Women in the Dutch East Indies During the Japanese Occupation, The Hague (2004),

- having regard to the resolutions on the comfort women adopted by the US Congress on 30 July 2007, and by
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the Canadian Parliament on 29 November 2007,
- having regard to Rule 115(5) of its Rules of Procedure,

A. whereas the government of Japan, during its colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific
Islands from the 1930s until the end of World War II, officially ordered the acquisition of young women,
who became known to the world as ianfu or "comfort women", for the sole purpose of sexual servitude to
its Imperial Armed Forces,

B. whereas the "comfort women" system included gang rape, forced abortions, humiliation, and sexual
violence resulting in mutilation, death or eventual sulclde in one of the largest cases of human trafficking
in the 20th century,

C. whereas the dozens of "comfort women" cases brought before Japanese courts have all ended in the
dismissal of plaintiffs" claims for compensation, despite court judgments acknowledging the Imperial
Armed Forces" direct and indirect involvement, and the State's responsibility,

D. whereas most of the victims of the "comfort women" system have passed away,.and the remaining
survivors are 80 or more years of age;

E. whereas over the past years numerous high-ranking members and officials of the Japanese Government
have made apologetic statements on the "comfort women" system, while some Japanese officials have
recently expressed a regrettable desire to dilute or rescind those statements,

F. whereas the full extent of the sexual slavery system has never been fully disclosed by the government of
Japan and some new required readings used in Japanese schools try to minimise the tragedy of the
"comfort women" and other Japanese war crimes during World War II,

G. whereas the mandate of the Asian Women's Fund, a government-initiated private foundation whose aim
was the implementation of programmes and projects to compensate for the abuse and suffermg of the
"comfort women", came to an end on 31 March 2007,

1. Welcomes the excellent relationship between the European Union and Japan based on the mutually shared
values of a multi-party democracy, the rule of law and respect for human rights;

2. Expresses its solidarity with the women who were victims of the "comfort women" system for the duration
of World War I, ,

3. Welcomes the statements by Japanese Chief Cabinet Secretary Yohei Kono in 1993 and by the then Prime
Minister Tomiichi Murayama in 1995 on the “comfort women", as well as the resolutions of the Japanese
parhament (the Dlet) of 1995 and 2005 expressing apologles for wartime victims, including victims of the

"comfort women" system;

4, Welcomes the Japanese Government's initiative to establish, in 1995, the now-dlssolved Asian Womens
Fund, a largely government—funded private foundation, which distributed some "atonement money"
several hundred "comfort women", but considers that this humanitarian initiative cannot satisfy the
victims" claims of legal recognition and reparation under public international law, as stated by the UN
Special Rapporteur Gay McDougall in her above-mentioned report of 1998;

5. Calls on the Japanese Government formally to acknowledge, apologise, and accept historical and legal
responsibility, in a clear and unequivocal manner, for its Imperial Armed Forces' coercion of young women
into sexual slavery, known to the world as "comfort women", during its colonial and wartime occupation of
Asia and the Pacific Islands from the 1930s until the end of World War II;

6. Calls on the Japanese Government to implement effective administrative mechanisms to provide
reparations to all surviving victims of the "comfort women" system and the families of its deceased
victims;

7. Calls on the Japanese parliament (the Diet) to take legal measures to remove existing obstacles to obtaining
reparations before Japanese courts; in particular, the right of individuals to claim reparations from the
government should be expressly recognlsed in national law, and cases for reparations for the survivors of
sexual slavery, as a crime under international law, should be prioritised, taking into account the age of the
SUIvivors;



8. Calls on the government of Japan to refute publicly any claims that the subjugation and enslavement of
"comfort women" never occurred,

9. Encourages the Japanese people and government to take further steps to recognise the full history of their
nation, as is the moral duty of all countries, and to foster awareness in Japan of its actions in the 1930s and -
1940s, including in relation to "comfort women"; calls on the government of Japan to educate current and
future generations about those events;

10. Instructs its President to forward this resolution to the Council, the Commission, to the governments and
parliaments of the Member States, the Japanese Government and Parliament, the UN Human Rights
Council, the governments of the ASEAN States, to the governments of the Democratic People's Republic
of Korea, the Republic of Korea, the People's Republic of China, Taiwan and Timor-Leste.

5. Republic of Korea

Summary of : ‘
A resolution that demands Japan’s formal apology and full compensation to war time “Comfort Women” for
the sake of restoration of their honor and dignity
Presented by Shin Hak Kyun A
Parliament of South Korea
8 October 2008
Bill No. 1125

The South Korea Parliament passed a resolution condemning Japan and demanding Japan to compensate and
officially apologize to hundreds of thousands of women from Korea and other Asian/Oceanic countries who
were abducted and were forced to serve frontline Japanese imperial soldiers as sex slaves during World War I1.

The South Korea Parliament was inspired by similar resolutions first adopted in 2007 by the United States
House of Representatives and subsequently by the Netherlands, Canada and the European Union, demanding
the Japanese government’s sincere apology and compensation. It was also inspired by the international
recognition of the necessity of an awareness campaign for future generations in order to pass on a record of
the negative legacy. , -

It should be noted that several Japanese local governments such as the Takarazuka and Kiyose City Councils,
etc. have also adopted resolutions and written statements since March 2008, demanding that Japan take full
responsibility for committing the abuse of war-time “Comfort Women.” The South Korea Parliament supports
these recent movements.

The UN Conference for Human Rights was held in Vienna in 1993. Since then, a wide range of
recommendations aiming for a solution to the “Comfort Women” issue have been continuously presented by

- the UN Commission on Human Rights and various other international organizations. As of June 2008, the
Japanese government has not accepted these recommendations. The South Korea Parliament declares the
deepest concern about the Japanese government's failure to officially acknowledge its responsibility for these
crimes.

The majority of the surviving comfort women are now in their late 70s or older and their numbers continue to
diminish as the condition of their health deteriorates. The South Korea Parliament adopted a resolution for the
sake of restoring the honor and dignity of the comfort women with the detailed statement shown below.

1. South Korea Parliament demands that Japanese government officially give a full apology to these women
from many Asian and Oceanic countries who had been sexually enslaved for the Japanese imperial
soldiers since 1930s until the end of WWII for the restoration of the honor and dignity of the war victims.

2. In order to restore the substantial human rights and dignity of these “Comfort Women,” the South Korean
Parliament demands that the Japanese government admit these crimes against humanity and allow school
textbooks to carry facts about the “Comfort Women” so that those inhumane acts will not be repeated. It
also calls for the Japanese government to provide adequate and effective compensation to the comfort

"~ women which should be promoted by decisive action, such as having the Japanese Diet establish related
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regulations.

3. For "Justice for the Comfort Women," the South Korean Parliament demands that the South Korean
government play an active and evidential role in ensuring that the Japanese government officially
apologizes, provides compensation and allows for the teaching of the true story in history textbooks by -
accepting the recommendations of international bodies including the UN Commission on Human Rights
and the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, etc.

6. Taiwan

Legislative Branch

Documentation of:

Tth period, 2nd session, 8tk meeting
Drafted by Sue-Ying Huang, Li-Huan Yang, Ching-Te Lai, Men-An Pan v
: 5 November 2008

PROPOSAL

Twenty-eight members of the Legislative Branch, including Sue-Ying Huang, Li-Huan Yang, Ching-Te Lai,
- and Men-An Pan, have issued the following proposal. It documents that “we ask that the Government of
Japan should officially recognize its historical responsibility on its war-time sexual slavery system, make a
sincere apology and due compensation directly to victims alive thereby recovering their dignity and realizing
their justice, and henceforth, sincerely observe the proposal by the UN Human Rights Council and educate the
relevant historical truths to the present and the future generations forever.” '

RATIONALE

1. The Japanese military forcibly put a number of women into sexual slavery through recruitment, abduction,
threatening, and cheating at the sites occupied by the Japanese military during the WWIL  The
Government of Japan has not yet officially recognized, and even denied its historical responsibility for
this sexual slavery, thereby damaging the dignity of the victims. The continued Japanese refusal of
apology and compensation further defames the victims whose trauma has not yet healed.

2. 1t has been sixty-three years since the end of the WWIL. The Government of Japan must take necessary
action to resolve the remaining problems resulting from the sexual slavery by the Japanese military, and
to compensate the victims for the defamation and the damage inflicted upon them.

3. The victims in Taiwan are all in their 80s and/or 90s. While they are alive, it is necessary that the
Government of Japan resolve the problem of compensation, which will enable the recovery of the dignity
and secure the human rights of the victims. 'The House Resolution 121, passed in the U.S. House of
Representatives on July 2, 2007, states that the Government of Japan should formally acknowledge,
apologize, and accept historical responsibility in a clear and unequivocal manner for its Imperial Armed
Force's coercion of young women into sexual slavery. Upon the passage of this resolution in the U.S.
House of Representatives, the Legislative Branch of Taiwan sincerely hopes that the human rights issue
of “comfort women™ has to be diligently observed by the international milieu of justice. We pay special
attention to the serious situation in which the Government of Japan has not resolved the “comfort
women” issue, and thus, demand the Government of Japan should attend to the problem, to legislate to
take its historical responsibility, and to provide compensation directly to the victims.

Signed by Cheng-Er Lin, Yi-Shih Lin, Hung-Chih Lin, Chieh-Jung Lin, Hsueh-Chang Lu, Chin-Chu Wong,
Hsiu-Chu Hung, Tsai-Feng , Huang Ho, Shen-Liang Liu, Wen-Chi Kung, Chieh Chen, Ying Chen, Fu-Hai
Chen, Ken-Te Chen, Ting-Fei Chen, Fong-Chi Chu, Shao-Ping Lin Hsu, Jen-Fu Yang, Yi-Hsiung Chiang,
Ching-Chih Wu, Chia-Chun Chang, Kuo-Tung Chi, Li-Yun Chao, Tian Yu




H. Resolutions Adopted by City Assemblies in Foreign Countries

1. Resolutions adopted by city councils in Australia

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Council of the Municipality of Strathfiéld
Resolution by Councillors Brett-Bowen and Kwon :
' 3 March 2009

Resolved:
THAT this Council:

-(a) Acknowledges the suffering of the so called "Comfort Women" and the importance of restoring their
" human rights and dignity in marking International Women's Day on 8 March 2009;

(b) Joins the world community and Japanese councillors from City of Takarazuka, City of Kiyose and City of
Sapporo in urging the Japanese government to:

(i) Formally and unequivocally apologise to the victims,
(i1) Take legal responsibility according to international law,
(iif) Take historical responsibility by correct teaching of history.

(c) Calls on the Commonwealth Government to promptly pass a motion in patliament to the effect of (b) (i),
(if) and (iii). , '

(d) Conveys recognition and support to Australian "Comfort Women" survivor Jan Ruff O'Herne in
celebration of International Women's Day 2009.

Voting on this item was unanimous.

Minutes of City of Ryde Council Meeting
Motion by Councillors Li and Campbell
10 March 2009

RESOLUTION:

1. That in light of International Women’s lDay on 8 March 2009 and as one initiative to celebrate Harmony
Day 2009, the City of Ryde formally recognises the suffering of the so called World War II”Comfort
Women” and the importance of restoring their human rights and dignity.

2. That the City of Ryde Write to the Federal Government to urge the Government of Japan to continue a
dialogue with the ‘Comfort Women’ in the spirit of reconciliation and respect for human rights.

3. The City of Ryde writes a letter to support the Friends of Comfort Women Australia and Korean Australians
in their efforts to secure for the victims a formal apology and appropriate acknowledgment, and promote the
correct teaching of history internationally. As part of this letter also acknowledge the strength and courage
of Australian “Comfort Women” survivor Jan Ruff O’Herne.




2. Resolutions adopted by local councils in the United States

BILL NO J00304 | the New York State Senate
SPONSOR  AVELLA

January 29, 2013

LEGISLATIVE RESOLUTION memorializing a Memerial Monument in the State of New York that pays
tribute to those who have become known to the world as ‘Comfort Women’

WHEREAS, During the Japanese colonial and wartime occupation of Asia and the Pacific Islands from the
1930s through the duration of World War 11, approx1mately 200,000 young women were coerced into the
Comfort Women system of forced military prostitution; and

WHEREAS, On June 16, 2012, the Comfort Women Memorial Monument was established in the
Veterans Memorial at Exsenhower Park in Westbury, New York, to honor and commemorate the victims of the
Comfort Women system; and -

WHEREAS, The Memorial Monument, being the second memorial of its kind in the United States,
symbolizes suffering endured by comfort women and serves as a reminder of the crime against humanity
committed through the Comfort Women system; and

WHEREAS, It is the custom of this Legislative Body to recognize historical monuments within
the State of New York that are estabhshed to increase awareness of serious events that have taken place
in history; and

WHEREAS, The United Nations reports that 2.4 million people across the globe are victims of human
trafficking at any one time, and 80 percent of them are being exploited as sexual slaves; now, therefore, be
it

RESOLVED, That this Legislative Body pause in its deliberations to memorialize a Memorial
Monument in the State of New York that pays tribute to those who have become known to the world as
‘Comfort Women’; and be it further

RESOLVED, That copies of this Resolution, suitably engrossed, be transmitted to the Korean American
Public Affairs Committee, the Kupferberg Holocaust Resource Center and Korean American Civic
Empowerment.

ASSEMBLY CONCURRENT RESOLUTION No. 159 : STATE OF NEW JERSEY
Sponsored by:

Assemblyman GORDON M. JOHNSON District 37 (Bergen)

Assemblywoman CONNIE WAGNER District 38 (Bergen and Passaic) Introduced September 24, 2012

Adopted March 21, 2013

A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION commemorating the suffering endured by comfort women during their
forced internment in Japanese military camps.

WHEREAS, The term "comfort women" is a euphemism used by the Japanese government to describe women
forced into sexual slavery by the Imperial Japanese military between 1932 and 1945; and

WHEREAS, The majority of comfort women were of Korean or Chinese descent but women from Thailand,
Vietnam, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Australia, and the Netherlands were also interned in military
comfort stations run dlrectly by the Imperial 1Japanese mlhtary or by private agents working for the mlhtary
and




WHEREAS, Some of the women were sold to the comfort stations as minors, others were deceptively
recruited by middiemen with the promise of employment and financial security, and still others were forcibly
kidnapped and sent to "work" for soldiers stationed throughout the Japanese occupied territories; and

WHEREAS, Lack of official documentation, most destroyed on the orders of the Japanese government after
‘World War II, has made it difficult to estimate the total number of comfort women; most historians and media
sources approximate that about 200,000 young women were recruited or kidnapped by soldiers to serve in
Japanese military brothels; and

WHEREAS, Approximately three-quarters of the comfort women have died as a direct result of the brutality
inflicted on them during their internment. Those who survived were left infertile due to sexual violence or
sexually transmitted diseases and many are now dying without proper acknowledgment by the Japanese
government of the suffering they endured during their forced internment in military comfort stations; and

WHEREAS, 1t is fitting for this House to commemorate the fifth Anniversary of the passage by the United
States House of Representatives of H.Res.121 (110th) that called upon the Japanese government to accept
historical responsibility for the sexual enslavement of comfort women by the Imperiall Japanese military and
educate future generations about these crimes; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the General Assembly of the State of New Jersey (the Senate concurring):

1. The General Assembly commemorates and supports comfort women in their fight for proper
acknowledgement by the Japanese government of the suffering they endured during their forced
internment in military comfort stations and calls upon the Japanese government to accept historical
responsibility for the sexual enslavement of comfort women by the Imperial Japanese military and
educate future generations about these crimes.

2. Duly authenticated copies of this resolution, signed by the President of the Senate and attested by the
Secretary of the Senate and signed by the Speaker of the General Assembly and attested by the Clerk of
the General Assembly, shall be transmitted to the Embassy of the Republic of Korea in the United
States, The Office of the Consulate General of the Republic of Korea-New York, The Office of Korean
American Civic Empowerment, and The Mayor and Council President of Palisades Park, New Jersey.



3. Resolutions adopted by local councils in the Republic of Korea

Resolution of the City Council of Daegu

July 24, 2009

Motion Urging the resolution of the Japanese Military “Comfort Women” Issue

Daegu metropolitan city council notes that, regarding the Japanese military “Comfort Women” (Japanese
Military Sexual Slavery System), a human rights violation sanctioned by the Japanese Imperial Army during
WWII, despite repeated recommendations from the UN Human Rights Council, International Labour
Organisation, Amnesty International, and the US House of Representatives, the government of Japan is not
only refusing to formally apologise but is refusing to accept responsibility which raises serious concern,

With the belief that a just resolution of past history between Korea — Japan will improve relations between the
two nations as well as facilitate co-operation among provincial governments, we adopt the following motion.

Daegu metropolitan city council, for the restoration of honour for the victims of Japanese Military “Comfort
Women”, urges the Japanese Parliament and Government to officially: recognise and apologise for the
Japanese Military “Comfort Women” system inflicted by Japanese Imperialism.

Daegu metropolitan city council, urges the establishment of an official Japanese government body for the
purpose of a thorough fact finding on the human rights violations and war crimes committed by the Japanese
Imperial Army.

Daegu metropolitan city council urges the government of Japan to repent on its history, regarding the issue of
Japanese Military “Comfort Women™ through its official government fact finding and to record the factual
accounts in history text books to prevent a repetition of such tragic history. Further, we urge the government
of Japan to enact through its legal system, compensation that is acceptable to the victims.

4. Daegu metropolitan city council urges our government to do its upmost in restoring the honour .and human
rights of the Japanese Military “Comfort Women™ by proactively fulfilling its obligation in the right of claim
and in Korea-Japan diplomatic relations.

Following is the list of Local Assemblies in the Republic of Xorea which passed resolutions on the issue of
“comfort women”. Their texts are not included here as their contents are similar.

2. Bucheon City, Gyeonggi-do Province, September 8, 2009.
3. TongYeong City, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, November 30, 2009.
4. Geoje City, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, December 24, 2009.
5. Munincipality of Gyeonsangnam-do Province, December 24, 2009.
6. Changwon City, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, January 12, 2010.
7. Jeongeup-si, Jeollapuk-do Province, January 15, 2010
8. Hapcheon County, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, January 21, 2010.
9. Jeonju city, Jeonlabuk-do Province, January, 27, 2010.
10. Mokpo City, Jeollanam Province-do, February, 1, 2010,
11. Nam-gu, Incheon Mefropolitan City, February, 5, 2010.
12. Ansan City, Gyeonggi Province-do, February, 24, 2010.
13. Seongnam City, Gyeonggi Province-do, February, 26, 2010.
14. Nam-gu, Ulsan Metropolitan City, March, 4, 2010 -
15. Hanam city, Gyeonggi Province-do, March, 4, 2010.
16. Yangsan City, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, March, 15, 2010.
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17. Namhae County, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, March, 16, 2010.
18. Ulsan Metropolitan City, March, 23, 2010.
19. Masan City, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, April, 5, 2010.
20. Busan Metropolitan City, April, 9, 2010. A
21. Geochang County, Gyeongsarignam-do Province, April 13, 2010
22. Jinhae City, Gyeongsangnam-do Province, April 16, 2010
23. Jinju City, Gyeongsangnam-do Province, April 19, 2010
24. Sacheon City, Gyeonsangnam-do Province, April 27, 2010.
25. Special City of Seoul, August 13, 2010. ‘
26. Seo-gu [district], Metropolitan City of Gwangju, August 15, 2010.
~27. Songpa-gu [district], Special City of Seoul, August 15, 2010.
28. Wonju City, Gangwon-do Province, August 31, 2010.
29. Metropolitay City of Daejeon; September 1, 2010.
30. Buk-gu [district], Metropolitan City of Gwangju, September 3, 2010.
31. Jungnang-gu [district], Special City of Seoul, September 10, 2010.
32: Gurye County, Jeollanam-do Province, September 13, 2010.
33. Hamyang County, Gyeongsangnam-do Province, September 15, 2010.
- 34. Chungcheongbuk-do Province, September 16, 2010.
35. Anyang City, Gyeonggi-do Province, September 16, 2010.
36. Changnyeong County, Gyeongsangnam-do Province, October 25, 2010.
37. Osan City, Gyeonggi-do Province, October 29, 2010.

42. Dong-gu [district], Metropolitan City of Daejeon, February 8, 2011
43, Nowon-gu [district], Special City of Seoul, February 18, 2011

44. City of Uijeongbu City, Gyeonggi-do Province, February 22, 2011
45. Yeonggwang County, Jeollanam-do Province, February 22, 2011
46. Jongno-gu [district], Special City of Seoul, February 28, 2011

47. Gwangsan-gu [district], Metropolitan City of Gwangju, March 9, 2011
48. Seocheon county, Chungsheongnam-~do Province, May 13, 2011
49. Seo-gu [district], Metropolitan City of Daejeon

50. Jeollabuk-do Province, May 17, 2011

51. Gyeongsangbuk-do Province, June 24, 2011

52. Gwangjin-gu [district], Special City of Seoul, June 30, 2011

53. City of Chuncheon, Gangwon-do Province, August 30, 2011

54. Jeollanam-do Province, September 29, 2011

55. City of Gwangju, Gyeonggi-do Province, February 7, 2012

*According to the Korean Council for the Women Drafted for Military Sexual Slavery by fapan, the

leading Korean NGO which supports the survivors, 55 city councils have already adopted resolutions on
the issue as of March 1; 2013, although some of their names are missing from this list .
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II. Resolutions/Position Statements Adopted by Local Assemblies in Japan

City Council of Takarazuka, Hyogo prefecture
March 26, 2008

Written Opinion expressing the sense of Takarazuka City Council
that the Japanese Government should settle the issue of the Military Sexual Slavery in good faith.

The U.S. House of Representatives adopted the resolution on July 30, 2007 that the Government of Japan
should formally acknowledge and apologize for its sexual enslavement of young women known as “Comfort
Women” during World War I On July 31, the Prime Minister Shinzo Abe commented that he regretted the
resolution implying that the Government has no intention of making a formal apology to the survivors. His
attitude contradicts the Kono statement of 1993,

With such attitude, it is inevitable that the repeated apologies of the Government in the past years are
dismissed as mere lip service. Moreover, there is no denying those who argue that the money from "Asian
Women's Fund" distributed to some victims with the apology from Prime Minister Murayama was a deceptive
scheme to dodge criticism from the international society

Following the US, similar resolutlons and motions - were adopted in the Netherlands, Canada in November and
EU Parliament on December 13™ during the Japanese Government to make an official apology, compensation,
history education and etc. These actions demonstrate the rising criticism of the world against the Japanese
government which has neither issued a formal apology, compensation to the damaged victims, full
investigation of the system, nor prosecuted those responsible while the related articles are dlsappeanng from
school textbooks as if there never were such practices.

The citizens’ movements have been strengthened internationally to accelerate the settlement although the -
developments have never been reported in full by the Japanese media. We request that the Government, in -
addition to the promises of the 1993 Kono statement, thoroughly investigate the military "Comfort Women"
system and exert its honest and sincere efforts to recover the dignity of victims.

As stated above, we hereby subm1t our position statement in accordance with Article 99 of the Local
Autonomy Act,
Tetsushi Koyama

Chairperson, Takarazuka City Council

To: Hon. Yohei Kono, Speaker of the Lower House, Hon. Satsuki Eda, Pres1dent of the Upper House, Prime
Minister Fukuda Yasuo

Following is the list of the 39 local assemblies which passed statements calling on the government of Japan to
resolve the issue of “comfort women”. Their texts are not included here as their contents are similar,

City Council of Kiyose, Tokyo, June 25, 2008

City Council of Sapporo, Hokkaido, November 7, 2008

City Council of Fukuoka, Fukuoka prefecture, March 25, 2009
City Council of Mino-o, Osaka prefecture, June22, 2009

City Council of Mitaka, Toyka, June 23, 2009

City Council of Koganei, Tokyo, June 24, 2009

City Council of Kyo-Tanabe, Kyoto prefecture, June 29, 2009
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.
20..
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31,

32

33.

34,

35,

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

City Council of Ikoma, Nara prefecture, September 11, 2009

City Council of Sen-nan, Osaka prefecture, Septémber 25,2009 -
City Council of Kokubunji, Tokyo, October 1, 2009 ,
City Council of Nagaokakyo, Kyoto prefecture, December 14, 2009
City Council of Funabashi, Chiba prefecture, December 14, 2009
City Council of Kunitachi, Tokyo, December 18, 2009

City Council of Tagawa, Fukuoka prefecture, December 22, 2009
City Coungcil of Fujimino Saitama prefecture, March 16, 2010

City Council of Okayama, Okayama prefecture, March 19, 2010  *resolution

City Council of Mukoh, Kyoto prefecture, March 23, 2010
Village Council of Nakijin, Okinawa, March 25, 2010

City Council of Suita, Osaka prefecture, March 26, 2010

City Council of Sakai, Osaka prefecture, March 29, 2010

City Council of Otaru, Hokkaido, June 21,2010 -

City Council of Nishitokyo, Tokyo, June 21, 2010

City Council of Nanjo, Okinawa prefecture, June 21,2010

City Council of Tomigusuku, Okinawa prefecture, June 22, 2010
Village Council of Yomitan, Okinawa prefecture, June 22, 2010
Village Council of Tarama, Okinawa‘prefe'cture, June 24, 2010
City Council of Ichinoseki, Iwate prefecture, June 25, 2010

City Council of Takatsuki, Osaka prefecture, June 28, 2010

City Council of Shibetsu, Hokkaido, September 16, 2010

Town Council of Hokuei, Tottori prefecture, September 24, 2010
City Council of Yawata, Kyoto prefecture, September 29, 2010
City Council of Hakodate, Hokkaido, September 30, 2010

City Council of Kitsugawa, Kyoto prefecture, October 1, 2010
City Council of Osaka, Osaka, October 13, 2010

Town Council of Miyashiro, Saitama prefecture, September 28, 2011
City Council of Sapporo, Hokkaido, March 28, 2012

City Council of Uji, Kyoto prefecture, June 27, 2012

City Council of Kouryou, Nora prefecture, September 26,2012
Kyoto Prefectural Assembly, Kyoto prefecture, March 26, 2013
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I. Concluding Observations by Treaty Bodies

The following table contains excerpts of relevant clauses pertaining to the “Comfort Women” issue from
aforementioned UN human rights treaty bodies’ documents.

Year | Document » : Excerpt
Number

1. Human Rights Committee (CCPR)

2014 Sexual slavery practices against “comfort women” :
14. The Committee is concerned by the State party’s contradictory position that the “comfort
women” were not “forcibly deported» by Japanese military during wartime but that the
“recruitment, transportation and management» of these women in comfort stations was done in
many cases generally against their will through coercion and intimidation by the military or
entities acting on behalf of the military. The Committee-considers that any such acts carried out
against the will of the victims are sufficient to consider them as human rights violations
involving the direct legal responsibility of the State party. The Committee is also concerned
about re-victimization of the former comfort women by attacks on their reputations, including
some by public officials and some that are encouraged by the State party’s equivocal position.
The Committee further takes into account, information that all claims for reparation brought by
victims before Japanese courts have been dismissed, and all complaints to seek criminal |
investigation and prosecution against perpetrators have been rejected on the ground of the statute
of limitations. The Committee considers that this situation reflects ongoing violations of the
victims’ human rights, as well as a lack of effective remedies available to them as victims of past
human rights violations (arts. 2, 7 and 8). ‘
The State party should take immediate and effective legislative and administrative
measures to ensure: (i) that all allegations of sexual slavery or other human rights
violations perpetrated by Japanese military during wartime against the “comfort
women”, are effectively, independently and impartially investigated. and that
perpetrators are prosecuted and, if found guilty, punishéd; (ii) access to justice and full
reparation to victims and their families; (iii) the disclosure of all evidénce available; (iv)
education of students and the general public about the issue, including adequate
references in textbooks; (v) the expression of a public apology and official recognition
of the responsibility of the State party; (vi) condemnation of any attempts to defame
victims or to deny the events.

2008 | CCPR/C/T | 22.The Committee notes with concern that the State party has still not accepted its responsibility
PN/CO/5 for the “comfort’ women” system during World War II, that perpetrators have not been
prosecuted, that the compensation provided to victims is financed by private donations rather
than public funds and is insufficient, that few history textbooks contain references to the
“comfort women” issue, and that some politicians and mass media continue to defame victims or
to deny the events. (arts. 7 and 8).
The State party should accept legal responsibility and apologize unreservedly for the
“comfort women” system in a way that is acceptable to the majority of victims and
restores their dignity, prosecute perpetrators who are still alive, take immediate and
effective legislative and administrative measures to adequately compensate all




survivors as a matter of right, educate students and the general public about the issue,
and to refute and sanction any attempts to defame victims or to deny the events.

2. Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR)

2013

E/C.12/]P
N/CO/3

C. Principal subjects of concern and recommendations .

26. The Committee is concerned about the lasting negative effects of the exploitation to which
‘comfort women” were subjected on their enjoyment of economic, social and cultural rights and
their entitlement to reparation. (art. 11, 3) '
The Committee recommends that the State party take all necessary measures to address
the lasting effects of the exploitation and to guarantee the enjoyment of economic, social
and cultural rights by ‘comfort women’. The Committee also recommends that the State
party educate the public. on the exploitation of ‘comfort women’ so as to prevent hate
speech and other manifestations that stigmatize them,

2001

E/C.12/1/
Add.67

_C. Principal subjects of concern

26. The Committee expresses its concern that the compensation offered to wartime “comfort
women” by the Asian Women’s Fund, which is prlmarlly financed through prlvate funding, has
not been deemed an acceptable measure by the women concerned.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

53. The Committee strongly recommends that the State party find an appropnate

arrangement, in consultation with the organizations representing the “comfort women”, on

ways and means to compensate the victims in a manner that will meet their expectations,

before it is too late to do so. ‘

3. Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)

2009

CEDAW/
C/JPN/CO
/6

37. The Committee notes that some steps were taken by the State party to address the situation of
“comfort women” but regrets the State party’s failure to find a lasting solution for the situation
of “comfort women” victimized during the Second World War and expresses concern at the
deletion of references to this issue in school textbooks.

38. The Committee reiterates its recommendation that the State party urgently endeavour
to find a lasting solution for the sitnation of “comfort women” which would include the

. compensation of victims, the prosecution of perpetrators and the edueation of the public
about these crimes.

2003

A/58/38

361. [abbr.]... While appreciative of the comprehensive information provided by the State party
with respect to the measures it has taken before and after the Committee’s consideration of the
second and third periodic reports of the State party with respect to the issue of wartime “comfort
women,” the Committee notes the ongoing concemns about the issue.

362. [abbr.]...The Committee recommends that the State party endeavour to find a lasting
solution for the matter of “wartime comfort women”.

19%4

A/50/38

633. The Committee expressed its disappointment that the Japanese report contained no serious
reflection on issues concerning the sexual exploitation of women from other countries in Asia
and during World War II. It noted that Japan’s commitment to the Convention required it to
ensure the protection of the full human rights of all women, including foreign and immigrant




women. . .
635. [abbr.]...The committee also encourages the Government to take specific and effective
measures to address these current issues as well as war-related crimes and to inform the
Committee about such measures in the next report. )

4. Committee against Torture (CAT)Y

2013 | CAT/C/JP
‘ N/CO/2

C. Principal subjects of concern and recommendations

Victims of military sexual slavery

19. Notwithstanding the information provided by the State party concerning some steps taken to
acknowledge the abuses against victims of Japan’s military sexual slavery practices during the
Second World War, the so-called “comfort wormen”, the Committee remains deeply concerned at
the State party’s failure to meet its obligations under the Convention while addressing this
matter, in particular in relation to: (arts. 1,2, 4, 10, 14 and 16)

(a) Failure to provide adequate redress and rehabilitation to the victims. The Committee
regrets that the compensation, financed by private donations rather than public funds was
insufficient and inadequate;

(b) Failure to prosecute perpetrators of such acts of torture and bring them to justice. The
Committee recalls that on account of the continuous nature of the effects of torture, statutes of
limitations should not be applicable as these deprive victims of the redress, compensation, and
rehabilitation due to them; :

(c) Concealment or failure to disclose related facts and materials;

(d) Continuing official denial of the facts and re-_traumatlzatlon of the victims by high-level
national and local officials and politicians, including several diet members;

(e) The failure to carry out effective educational measures to prevent gender-based breaches
of the Convention, as illustrated, inter alia, by a decrease in references to this issue in school
history textbooks; ‘

® The State party’s rejection of several recommendations relevant to this issue, made in
the context of the universal periodic review (A/HRC/22/14/Add.1, paras.147.145 et seq.), which
are akin to recommendations made by the Committee (para.24) and many other UN human
rights mechanisms, inter alia, the Human Rights Committee (CCPR/C/JPN/CO/5, para.22), the
Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW/C/IPN/CO/6,

para.38), the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (E/C. 12/JPN/CO/3 para.26)

| and several special procedures’ mandate-holders of the Human Rights Council.

Recalling its general comment No. 3, the Committee urges the State party to take
immediate and effective legislative and administrative measures to find victim-centered
resolution for the issues of “comfort women”, in particular, by:

(a) Publicly acknowledge legal responsibility for the crimes of sexual slavery, and
prosecute and punish perpetrators with appropriate penalties; :
) Refute attempts to deny the facts by the government authorities and public ﬁgilres
and to re-traumatize the victims through such repeated denials;

(c) Disclose related materials, and investigate the facts thoroughly;

(d) Recognise the victim’s right to redress, and accordingly provide them full and
effective redress and reparation, including compensation, satisfaction and the means for as
full rehabilitation as possible; :

(¢)  Educate the general public about the issue and include the events in all history




textbooks, as a means of preventing further violations of the State party’s obligations
under the Convention.

2007

CAT/C/IP
N/CO/1

Statute of limitations :
12. The Committee notes with concern that acts amounting to.torture and ill-treatment are ;
subject to a statute of limitations. The Committee is concerned that the statute of limitations for
acts amounting to torture and ill-treatment may prevent investigation, prosecution and
punishment of these grave crimes. In particular, the Committee regrets the dismissal of cases
filed by victims of military sexual slavery during the Second World War, the so-called “comfort
women”, for reasons related to statutory limitations. _
The State Party should review its rules and provisions on the statute of limitations and
bring them fully in line with its obligations under thé Convention, so that acts
amounting fo torture and ill-treatment, including attempts to commit torture and acts
.by any person which constitute complicity or participation in torture, can be
investigated, prosecuted and punished without time limitations. ‘
Compensation and rehabilitation '
23. The Committee is concerned at the inadequate remedies for the victims of sexual violence,
including in particular survivors of Japan’s military sexual slavery practices during World War IT -
and the failure to carry out effective educational and other measures to prevent sexual violence-
and gender-based breaches of the Convention. The survivors of the wartime abuses,
acknowledged by the State party representative as having suffered ‘incurable wounds’,
experience continuing abuse and re-traumatization as a result of the State party’s official denial
of the facts, concealment or failure to disclose other facts, failure to prosecute those criminally
responsible for acts of torture, and failure to provide adequate rehabilitation to the victims and
SUrvivors. ‘ :
The Committee considers that both education (article 10 of the Convention) and
remedial measures (article 14 of the Convention) are themselves a means of preventing
further violations of the State party’s obligations in this respect under the Convention.
Continuing official denial, failure to prosecute, and failure to provide adequate
rehabilitation all contribute to a failure of the State party to meet its obligations under
the Convention to prevent torture and ill-treatment, including through educational and
rehabilitation measures. The Committee recommends that the State. party take
measures to provide education to address the discriminatory roots of sexual and
gender-based violations, and provide rehabilitation measures to theé victims, including
steps to prevent impunity.




B. Reports of the Special Rapporteurs

The following table contains excerpts of relevant clauses pertaining to the “Comfort Women” issue from
aforementioned Special Rapporteur reports. The reports by the Special Rapporteur on violence against women in
1996 (E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1) and the Specxal Rapporteur on Systematic rape, sexual slavery and slavery-like
practices during armed conflict (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1998/13) that are quoted below were both only parts of
comprehensive studies concerning the “Comfort Women™ issue. As such, the excerpts chosen represént only some
of the recommendations made in the complete reports. '

Year | Document Title and Excerpt
" Number - ‘ ‘

1, Report of the Special Rapporteur on violence agalnst women, its causes and consequences,
Ms Radhika Coomaraswamy

2003 | E/CN.4/ | Integration of the Human Rights of Women and the Gender Perspective, Addendum 1
2003/75/
Add.1 International, reglonal and national deveIopments in the area of v1olence against women
1994-2003 -

JAPAN Issues of concern '

1043. At the invitation .of the Governments of the Republic of Korea and Japan, the Special
Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences, visited Seoul from 18 to 22
July 1995 and Tokyo from 22 to 27 July 1995 to study in depth the issue of military sexual
slavery in wartime, within the wider framework of violence against women
(E/CN.4/1996/53/Add.1). Japan has still not accepted legal responsibility for the “comfort
women” who were kept in military sexual slavery during the Second World War. It has also not
punished many of the perpetrators responsible for such crimes.

2001 | E/CN.4/ | Further Promotion and Encouragement of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,
2001/73 | Including the Question of the Programme and Methods of Work of the Commission
Alternative Approaches and Ways and Means Within the United Nations System for
Improving the Effective Enjoyment of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

Violence against women perpetrated and/or condoned by the State durmg times of armed
conflict (1997-2000)

Executive summary '

The ongoing impunity of those who perpetrated Japan’s system of military slavery during the
Second World War is only one of many examples of an ongoing failure by Member States to
investigate, prosecute and punish those found responsible for past acts of rape and sexual
1 violence. This failure has contributed to an environment of impunity that perpetuates violence
against women today. Whether the violence described in this report is investigated and punished,

and whether such acts are prevented in the future depends ultlmately on the firm commitment of
the States Members of the United Nations.

L. Japan: developments with regard to justice for comfort women

92. Although the Government of Japan has acknowledged moral responsibility for the system of
organizing sexual slaves euphemistically called “comfort women™ during the Second World
War, it has refused to accept legal liability or to pay compensation to the victims. There has been
no attempt to implement the set of recommendations the Special Rapporteur made in her 1996
report, or those outlined by the Special Rapporteur of the Sub-Commission on the Promotion and
Protection of Human Rights in the appendix to her final report on systematic rape, sexual slavery




and slavery-like practices during armed conflict. -

| 93. According to the December 2000 report of The Asian Women’s Fund, the private fund set up

to compensate the victims and to carry out projects to assist them, the project of atonement from
the Japanese people involves recipients receiving a letter from the Prime Minister of Japan

| expressing apology and remorse and compensation of 2 million yen. To date 170 former

comfort women have received atonement money. In addition, the Fund conducts many other
laudable activities to assist women and elderly people affected by the Second World War and
violence against women.,

94. In recent years, several of the victims of sexval slavery have brought lawsuits in Japanese
courts; a number of these cases are still pending. Of those that have been décided, the results are
decidedly mixed. Three “comfort women” were each awarded 300,000 yen (US$ 2,300) by the

| Shimonoseki Branch of the Yamaguchi District Court on 27 April 1998, after the court found

that the women had been held in sexual slavery and that their human rights had been violated.
The court essentially held that there was a legal obligation for the Government of Japan to
compensate the women, holding that the failure of the Diet to pass legislation compensating the
women for their suffering “constituted a violation of Japanese constitutional and statutory law”.
Both the plaintiffs and the Government filed an appeal at the Hiroshima ngher Court, which is
currently pending.

95. By contrast, the Tokyo District Court rejected the lawsuit of 46 former “comfort women”

from the Philippines on 9 October 1998, as well as the claim of a Dutch former “comfort
woman” on 30 November 1998. An appeal filed by the plaintiffs in the Filipino women’s case
was rejected by the Tokyo Higher Court on 6 December 2000. An appeal in the case of the
Dutch woman is pending before the Tokyo Higher Court. Similarly, the Japanese High Court of
Justice rejected the appeal of a former Korean “comfort woman™ on 30 November 2000,
acknowledging her suffering but ruling that she - as an individual - did not have the right under
international law to bring an action against a State for compensation. The Court also held that
the statute of limitations for Koreans living in Japan to claim compensation for war damages
ended in 1985. In September 2000, a group of 15 former “comfort women” filed a class action
suit in the Washington District Court demanding compensation for the crimes committed against
them.

96. In December 2000, women’s groups held a Women’s International War Crimes Tribunal on
Japan’s Military Sexual Slavery (Tokyo Tribunal 2000), to highlight the ongoing denial of
compensation to the victims of Japan’s system of “comfort women™ by the Government and the
impunity that continues for its perpetrators. Evidence from “comfort women” living in the two
Koreas, the Philippines, Indonesia, East Timor, China and the Netherlands were gathered in
detail and were now finally available as a matter of record. The evidence was presented by an
international prosecutor before an eminent panel of international judges. The findings of the
judges to the Tribunal reiterated the legal liability of the Government of Japan and the need to
set up a process to punish the perpetrators of the crimes. The Government was, however, not
represented at the Tribunal.

1998

‘E/CN.4/

1998/54

Further Promotion and Encouragement of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms,
Including the Question of the Programme and Methods of Work of the Commission.
Alternative Approaches and Ways and Means Within the United Nations System for
Improvmg the Effective Enjoyment of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms




Violence perpetrated and/or condoned by the State

Japan: the case of