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M E M O R A N D U M 

 
TO:  Youth Commission 
 

FROM: Victor Young, Assistant Clerk  
  Board of Supervisors 
 
DATE:  October 5, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: REFERRAL FROM BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
  Land Use & Economic Development Committee 

 
The Board of Supervisors’ Land Use and Economic Development Committee has 
received the following proposed legislation, which is being referred to the Youth 
Commission, per Charter Section 4.124, for comment and recommendation.  However, 
please note that the Board of Supervisors adopted the legislation on September 29, 
2015.    
 

File No.  150646 
 
Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to: 1) prohibit, with certain 
exceptions, rent increases based on the addition of occupants even where 
a pre-existing rental agreement or lease permits such an increase; 2) 
prevent evictions based on the addition of occupants if the landlord has 
unreasonably refused the tenant’s written request, including a refusal 
based on the amount of occupants allowed by the rental agreement or 
lease; 3) require landlords, after certain vacancies, to set the new base 
rent, for the next five years, as the lawful rent in effect at the time of the 
vacancy; 4) require that there be a substantial violation of a lawful 
obligation or covenant of tenancy as a basis for the recovery of 
possession; 5) require a landlord, prior to seeking recovery of possession, 
to provide tenants an opportunity to cure the unauthorized addition of the 
tenant’s family members to the tenant’s unit; 6) require that if a landlord 
seeks to recover possession based on a nuisance, substantial damage, or 
substantial interference with comfort, safety or enjoyment, the nuisance, 
substantial damage, or substantial interference be severe, continuing or 
recurring in nature; 7) prevent a landlord from seeking recovery of 
possession solely because the tenant is occupying a unit not authorized 
for residency; 8) require landlords to state in notices to vacate for certain 
good cause evictions the lawful rent for the unit at the time the notice is 
served; 9) require the Rent Board to prepare a form in English, Chinese, 
Spanish, Vietnamese, Tagalog, and Russian stating that a notice to vacate 



may lead to a lawsuit to evict and stating that advice regarding notices to 
vacate is available from the Rent Board; 10) require landlords to attach a 
copy of the Rent Board form in the primary language of the tenant to each 
notice to vacate; and 11) require landlords to plead and prove in any action 
to recover possession that at least one of the grounds of Administrative 
Code, Section 37.9(a)-(b) stated in the notice to vacate is the dominant 
motive for recovering possession. 
 

Please return this cover sheet with the Commission’s response to me at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102. 
 
**************************************************************************************************** 
 
RESPONSE FROM YOUTH COMMISSION  Date:        
 
____  No Comment 

____  Recommendation Attached 

      
 Chairperson, Youth Commission 


