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FILE NO. 151229 ORDINANCE ). 

1 [Administrative Code - Notice to Tenants in Event of Eviction] 

2 

3 Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to provide notice to tenants facing 

4 eviction regarding eligibility for City affordable housing programs, and to modify 

5 vacancy control requirements applicable to certain agreements with governmental 

6 agencies. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strilwthreugh italics Times }kw Reman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendmenf deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. . 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables .. 

Be h ordained by the People of the City anq County of San Francisco: 

15 Section 1. The Administrative Code is hereby amended by revising Sections 37.3 and 

16 37.9, to read as follows: 

17 

18 

19· 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SEC. 37.3. RENT LIMITATIONS. 

* * * * 

(f) Costa-Hawkins Vacancy Control. Where a landlord has terminated the previous 

tenancy as stated in either subsection (1), (2) or (3) below, for the nextfiveyearsfrom the 

termination, the initial base rent for the subsequent tenancy shall be a rent not greater than the 

lawful rent in effect at the time the previous tenancy was terminated, plus any annual rent 

increases available under this Chapter 37. This rent limitation shall apply for the next five years . 

'from the termination where the landlord has terminated the tenancy as stated in subsections (1) or (2), 
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and for the next three years from the termination where the landlord has terminated the tenancy as 

stated in subsection (3). This Section 37.3(f) is intended to be consistent with California Civil 

Code Section 1954.53(a)(1)(A)-(B). 

(1) Where the previous tenancy was terminated by a notice of termination .of 

. tenancy issued under California Civil Code Section 1946.1 stating the ground for recovery of 

possession under Sections 37.9(a)(8), (9), (10), (11), or (14) of this Code. For purposes of 

the termination of tenancy.under Section 37.9(_a)(9), the initial rent for the unit m·ay be· set by a 

sub~equent bona fide purchas.er for v?lue of the condominium. 
. . . 

(2) Where the previous tenancy was terminated upon a change in terms of 

tenancy noticed under California Civil Code Section 827, excep~ a change in rent permitted by 
. . 

.law. Within 1 O days after serving the· notice of termination based upon a change in terms of 

tenancy under Civil Code Section 827, the land.lord shall notify the Board in writing of the 

monthly rent the tenant was paying when the landlord gave the notice to the tenant, and 

. provide a copy of the notice to the Board to the tenant. 

(3) Where the landlord terminate_d or did not renew a contract or recorded 

agreement with a governmental agency that provided for a rent limitation to a qualified tenant. 

When a landlord terminates a tenant-based rental assistance program, the landlord shall, 

within 10 days after giving the notice of termination of the program to the tenant, notify the 

Board in writing of the monthly rent the tenant was paying and the monthly rent paid by the 

program to the landlord on behalf of the tenant when the landlord gave notice to the tenant, 

and provide a copy of the notice to the Board to the tenant. 

SEC. 37.9. EVICTIONS. 

Notwithstanding Section 37.3, this Section 37.9 shall apply as of August 24, 1980, to all 

landlords and tenants of rental units as defined in Section 37.2(r). 

* * * * 
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1 (c) A landlord shall not endeavor to recover possession of a rental unit unless at least 

2 one of the grounds enumerated in Section 37.9(a) or (b) above is (1) the landlord's dominant 

3 motive for recovering possession and (2) unless the landlord informs the tenant in writing on 

4 or before the date upon which notice to vacate is given of the grounds under which 

5 possession is sought, and for notices to vacate under Sections 37.9(a)(8), (9), (10), (11), and 

6 (14), state in the notice to vacate the lawful rent for the unit at the time the notice is issued, 

7· : .. < b.efar~ endeavoriflg to retover.pdssessibn. The Board shall prepare a written form that'{lL · .. 

8 states that a tenant's failu_re to timely act in response to a notice to vacate may result in a 

9 lawsuit by the landlord to evict the tenantL and that advice regarding the notice to vacate is 

10 available from the Board; and.(2) includes information provided1by.the Mavor's Office o[Housing 

11. and Community Development regarding eligibility for affordable housing programs. The Board shall 

12 prepare the form in English, Chinese, Spanish, Vietnamese;-. Tagalog, and-Russian and make 

13 · the form available to the public on 'its website and in its office. A landlord shall attach a copy 

14 of the form that is in the primary language of the tenant to a notice to vacate before serving 

15 the notice, except that if the tenant's primary language is not English, Chinese, Spanish, 

i 6 Vietnamese, Tagalog,_ or Russian, the landlord shall attach a copy of the form that is in 

17 English to the notice. A copy of all notices to vacate except three-day notices to vacate or pay 

18 rent and a copy of any additional written documents informing the tenant of the grounds under 

19 which possession is sought shall be filed with the Board within 1 O days following service of the 

20 notice to vacate. The District Attorney shall determine whether the units set. forth on the list 

21 compiled in accordance with Section 37.6(k) are still being occupied by the tenant who 

22 succeeded the tenant upon whom the notice was served. In cases where the District Attorney 

23 determines that Section 37 .. 9(a)(8) has been violated, the District Attorney shall take whatever 

24 action he deems appropriate under this Chapter or under State law. In any action to recover 

25 possession of the rental unit under Section 37.9, the landlord must plead and.provethat at 
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least one of the grounds enumerated in Section 37.9(a) or (b) and also stated in the notice to 

vacate is the dominant motive for recovering possession. Tenants may rebut the allegation 

that any of the grounds stated in the notice to vacate is the dominant motive. 

* * * * 

6 Section 2. Effective Date. This ordinance shall become effective 30 days after 

7 · .. en·actment. Enactment occurs when the ·Mayor .sighs the ordinance,·the· Mayor returns the· 

.8 ordinance unsigned or does .not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, or the Board 

9 of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ·ordinance. · 

10 

11 Section 3. Scope of Ordinance. :In. enacti'rig this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

12 intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

3 . numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

14 Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

15 additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

16 the official title of the ordinance. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

22 By:·&p-~ 
23 Deputy City Attorney 

24 n:\legana\as2015\1600158\01054655.docx 

25 
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FILE NO. 151229 

LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

[Administrative Code - Notice to Tenants in Event of Eviction] 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to provide notice to tenants facing 
eviction regarding eligibility for City affordable housing programs, and to modify 
vacancy control requirements applicable to certain agreements with governmental 
agencies. 

Existing Law 

Administrative Code Section 37.9(c) directs the Rent Board to prepare a written form that 
states that a tenant's failure to timely act in response to a notice to vacate may result in a 
lawsuit by the landlord to evict the tenant, and directs landlords to include copies of this 
written form when serving tenants with notices to vacate. 

Under Administrative Code Section 37.3(f), if a landlord has terminated a tenancy by 
terminating or not renewing a contract or recorded agreement with a governmental agency 
that provided for a rent limitation to a qualified tenant, the initial base rent for the subsequent 
tenancy shall be limited for the next five years. 

Amendments to Current Law 

The proposed ordinance amends Section 37.9(c) to require the Rent Board's form to include 
information from the Mayor's Office of Housing and Community Development regarding 
eligibility for affordable housing programs. 

The proposed ordinance amends Section 37.3(f) to provide that the limitation on the initial 
base rent for the subsequent tenancy following a landlord's termination or non-renewal of a 
contract or recorded agreement with a governmental agency that provided for a rent limitation 
to a qualified tenant shall be applicable for three years, rather than for five years. 

Background Information 

The amendment to Section 37.9(c) will help tenants who have received notices to vacate 
determine their eligibility for affordable housing. The amendment to Section 37.3(f) will make 
that provision consistent with Civil Code Section 1954.53(a)(1 )(A), in accordance with the 
existing language in Section 37.3(f) which states that 'This Section 37.3(f) is intended to be 
consistent with California Civil Code Section 1954.53(a)(1 )(A)-(B)." 

n:\legana\as2015\ 1600158\01064859.docx 
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'/!2.5/:i.011.J~ Re-ce'1veo ir ~ommi+lee . 
San Francisco Resiuential Rent Stabilization and h.rbitration Board 

Notice to-Tenant Required by.Rent Ordinance §37.9(c) 
Effective November 9, 2015, a copy of this Notice to Tenant must be attached to every notice to terminate tenancy. 

NOTICE TO TENANT 
The landlord has served you with a notice to terminate your tenancy. A tenant's failure to timely act in 
response to a notice to terminate tenancy may result in a lawsuit by the landlord to evict the tenant. _,. .. 
Advice regarding the notice to terminate tenancy is available from the San Francisco Rent.Board located at 
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 320, San Francisco, CA 94102. Office hours are Monday to Friday, 8:00 am -
5:00 pm, except holidays. Counselors are also available by telephone at (415) 252-4602 between 9:00 am -
12:00 pm and 1:_00 pm - 4:00 pm. Information is also available at www.sfrb:org. 

A VISO AL INQUILINO 
El propietario le ha servido un aviso de desalojo de su inquilinato. La falta de un inquilino de actuar 
oportunamente en respuesta a un aviso de desalojo puede dar lugar a una demanda por el propietario 
para desalojar al inquilino. Asesoramiento con respecto al aviso de desalojo del inquilinato esta disponible · 
en la Junta del Control de Rentas de San Francisco localizada en la 25 Avenida Van Ness, No. 320, San 
Francisco, California 94102. El horario de la oficina es de lunes a viernes, de 8:00 am - 5:00 pm; excepto 
feriados. Consejeros estan disponibles pot telefono llamando al (415) 252-4602 entre las horas de 9:00 am -
12:00 pm y 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. La informaci6n tambien esta disponible en-el sitio www:sfrb.org. 

JIJ.$3il9fil 
•~m•B~-~~•ll:&~~~o~&~*~&~~*fi•@••~~. ~~-~m•mili~~•~& 
~a :t!P*1~$~~1~1f ~m•ll:~£1.*1im~Paf.J9!~. ~¥fr~.=:.nir1Jf:FlJ%~~ ir o :l:il~Jtl::: 25 Van Ness Avenue, 
Suite320,SanFrancisco,CA94102o ~fi:~Mi'Fl'li: ~-3?:~3i, J:.lf-B:OO-Tlf-5:00 CW{l~Hl~jj-) 0 1~-1:!1 

~ 1vJ&'i~~1D ~, ~~: (415) 252-4602 J:.lf- 9:oo - T 1f 12:00 .& Tlf- 1 :oo -4:000 tnm~m1. w woo~~fti!i: 
1ww.sfrb.org a 

THONG BAO CHO NGUOI THUE NHA 
Chu nha eta t6ng di;tt cha quy vi thOng bao ch~m duthQ'p ctbng thue rtha. NSu ngub'i thue khOng banh d('mg kip thcri dS 
dap (mg thOng bao chAm dm hQ'P ctbng thue nha thi c6 thS d&n ct8n vi~c chu nha n9p d:O'n ki~n dS tn,ic xu~t ngub'i thue · 
c16. Quy vi c6 thS duQ'c tu vAn v6 th6ng bao ch~m dUt rQ'P ctbng thue nha nay ti;i.i San Francisco Rent Board (Uy Ban 
KiSm Soat Ti~n Thue Nba San Francisco), dia chi 25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 320, San Francisco, CA 94102. Van 
phOng ma cl'.ra tl.r Thu Hai ct&n Thu Sau, 8:00 gfo sang - 5 :00 gfo chiSu, khong kS ngay IS. Quy vi cilng c6 thS n6i 
chuyen v6-i ngub'i tu v~n qua ctien thoi;i.i ti;ti s6 ( 415) 252-4602 tU 9:00 giO" sang - 12:00 giCr tma va 1 :00 - 4:00 giCr 
chiSu. Th6ng tin cilng c6 sfui ti;ti trang web www.sfrb.org. 

YBE)lOMJIEHHE APEH)lATOPY )KIIJlh.H 
ApeH,n:o,n:aTeJib Bpy'IHJI BaM yBe,n:oMJieHHe o pacrop1ICeHHF( .n:oroBopa apeH,n:E.I 11mnoro noMem;eHH.sr. B cnyIJ:ae 
HecBoeBpeMeHHI:.IX ,I(eikTBHH apeH,n:aTOpa B OTBeT Ha ,n;aHHOe yBe,n:OMJieHHe apeH,n:o,n:aTeJJI, MOJICeT no.nan. B cy.n: HCK 0 
BI:.IceneHHH apeH,n:aropa. Ecjrn BaM Heo6xo.n;HMa IcoHcyJII>TaI(H.sI no rroBo;zy yBe.n;oMJieHH.sr o pacTOp1ICeHHH ,n;oroBopa, 
BI.I MmICere .o6paTHTr:.c.sI B KoMHTeT apeH,n:11 JICHJib.sI ropo,n;a CaH-<l>pami;Hcrco, pacnonmKeHH1IH no a,n:pecy: 25 Van 
Ness Avenue, Suite 320, San Francisco, CA 94102. 1Iachl pa6orr:.1 KoMHTeTa - c rr0He,n:en1Hmca no n.srTHHIJ;y c 8 :00 
.n:o 17 :00 (3a HCKJIIO'IeHHeM IIp8.3f:(HHiiH11x ,n:Heli). c ICOHCYJI1TaHTaMH. MOJICHO TaIOKe CB.sI3aT1C.sI no reneit>oHy ( 415) 
252-4602 c 9:00 .n:o 12:00 FI c 1~:00 ,n;o 16:00. KpoMe roro, HHii>opMaIJ;H.sI p8.3Mem;eHa Ha Be6-caihe www.sfrb.org. 

NOTISYA SA NANGUNGUPAHAN 
Binigyan na kayo ng J.iagpapaupa ng notisya ng pagwawakas sa inyong pangungupahan. Ang di-pagkilos sa tamang 
oras ng nangungupahan sa pagtugon sa notisya ng pagwawakas sa pangungupahan ay maaaring mauwi sa paghahabla 
ng nagpapaupa na i-evict ang nangungupahan. Maaaring makakuha ng payo tungkol sa notisya ng pagwawakas sa 
pangungupahan mula sa San Francisco Rent Board (Lupon ng Renta ng San Francisco) na nasa 25 Van Ness Avenue, 
Suite 320, San Francisco, CA 94102. Bukas ang opisina tuwing Lunes hanggang Biyernes, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm, 
1aliban sa mga pista opisyal. May mga tagapayo rin na makakausap sa telepono sa ( 415) 252-4602 s·a pagitan ng 

:i:OO am - 12:00 pm at ng 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm. Makakak~ha rin ng imponnasyon sa www.sfrb.org. 

1007 Notice to Tenant 37.9(c} 11/9/15 . 

25 Van Ness Avenue #320 
San Francisco, CA 94102-6033 www.sfrb.6r1 

Phone 415.252.4602 
FAX 415.252.4699 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Olson Lee, Mayor's Office of Housing and Community Development 
Delene Wolf, Rent Board 

FROM: 1' Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk, Board of Supervisors 

DATE: December 9, 2015 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following request for hearing, introduced by Supervisor Tang on December 1, 2015: 

File No. 151229 

Ordinance amending the Administrative Code to provide notice to tenants 
facing eviction regarding eligibility for City affordable housing programs, 
and to modify vacancy control requirements applicable to certain 
agreements with governmental agencies. 

If you have any comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to 
me at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. 

c: Sophie Hayward, Mayor's Office of Housing and Community Development 
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Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor 

Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

~ 1. For reference to Committee. 

An ordinance, resolution, motion, or charter amendment. 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda without reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 

D 

D 

D 

4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires" 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

5. City Attorney request. 

6. Call File No.I.-----------., from Committee. 

7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

D 8. Substitute Legislation File No. 
'--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

D 9. Request for Closed Session (attach written motion). 

D 10. Board to Sit as A Committee of the Whole. 

11. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 
.___~~~~~~~~~~~~--' 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

D Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative 

Sponsor(s): 

Tang 

Subject: 

!Notice to Tenants in Event of Eviction 

The text is listed below or attached: 

For Clerk's Use Only: 
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