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1 

FILE NO. 151085 

AMENDED IN COMMITIEE 
4/4/16 

ORDINANCE NO. 

[Various Codes - Code Enforcement Procedures} 

2 Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 

3 Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement procedures 

4 for violations o.f Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to require 

5 departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the City 

6 Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide model forms for code 

7 enforcement proceedings; setting an operative date of June 1, 2016; and affirming the 

8 Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; 

9 and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority 

1 O policies of Planning Code Section 101.1. 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

NOTE: Unchanged Code text and uncodified text are in plain Arial font. . 
Additions to Codes are in single-underline italics Times New Roman font. 
Deletions to Codes are in strikethrough italics Times }kw Roman font. 
Board amendment additions are in double-underlined Arial font. 
Board amendment deletions are in strikethrough Arial font. 
Asterisks (* * * *) indicate the omission of unchanged Code 
subsections or parts of tables. 

Be it ordained by the People of the City and County of San Francisco: 

18 Section 1. (a) The Planning Department has determined that the actions 

19 contemplated in this ordinance comply with the California Environmental Quality Act 

20 (California Public Resources Code Sections 21000 et seq.). Said determination is on file with 

21 the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in File No. 151085 and is incorporated herein by 

22 reference. The Board affirms this determination. 

23 (b) On January 28, 2016, the Planning Department determined that the actions 

24 contemplated in this ordinance are consistent, on balance, with the City's General Plan and 

25 
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1 eight priority policies of Planning Code Section 101.1. The Board adopts this determination 

2 as its own. A copy of said determination is on file with the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors in 

3 File No. 151085, and is incorporated herein by reference. 

4 

5 Section 2. Pursuant to Charter Section 03.750-5, the Building Inspection Commission 

6 considered this ordinance on March 16, 2016, at a duly-noticed public hearing. 

7 

8 Section 3. Findings under the California Health and Safety Code. The Board of 

9 Supervisors hereby finds that this ordinance does not modify a State "building standard," as 

1 O that term is defined in Section 18909 of the California Health and Safety Code. Therefore, the 

11 finding of local climatic, geological, or topographical conditions required by Sections 18941.5 

A< .and 17958.7 of the California Health and Safety Code is not required. 

13 

14 Section 4. The Building Code is hereby amended by revising Section 102A, to read as 

15 follows: 

16 SECTION 102A - UNSAFE BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES OR PROPERTY 

17 All buildings, structures, property, or parts thereof, regulated by this code that are 

18 structurally unsafe or not provided with adequate egress, or that constitute a fire hazard, or 

19 are otherwise dangerous to human life, safety or health of the occupants or the occupants of 

20 adjacent properties or the public by reason of inadequate maintenance, dilapidation, 

21 obsolescence or abandonment, or by reason of occupancy or use in violation of law or 

22 ordinance, or were erected, moved, altered, constructed or maintained in violation of law or 

23 ordinance are, for the purpose of this chapter, unsafe. 

24 Whenever the Building Official determines by inspection that property or properties 

, either improved or unimproved are unstable because of landslide, subsidence or inundation or 
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1 that such occurrences are deemed imminent as described above, the Building Official shall 

2 give written notice to the owner or owners that said property or properties are unsafe. The 

3 notice shall specify the conditions creating the unsafe classification. 

4 All such unsafe buildings, structures, property, or portions thereof, are hereby declared 

5 to be public nuisances and shall be vacated, repaired, altered or demolished as hereinafter 

6 provided. 

7 * * * 

8 102A.3 Inspections. 

9 The Building Official may inspect or cause the inspection of any building, structure or property 

10 for the purpose of determining whether it is unsafe whenever: 

11 (a) The Building Official, with reasonable discretion. determines that such inspection is 

12 necessary or desirable; or. 

13 (QI Any person or any agency or department of the City submits to the Building Official a 

14 complaint which. in the Building Official's opinion, establishes reasonable cause to believe that the 

15 building, structure or property or anyportion thereof: is unsafe. 

16 102A.4 Notice o(Municipal Code Violation. 

17 (a) When the Building Official observes or otherwise determines any condition which renders 

18 the building. structure or property unsafe. the Building Official shall. within 15 days. serv~ a Notice of 

19 Municipal Code Violation ("NOV") upon the building owner. The Building Official shall not issue 

20 successive NO Vs (or the same violation or violations as a means of extending the filing time or the 

21 enforcement process or as a means olfollowing up with the building owner. 

22 {Q) The NOV shall identify each violation observed or otherwise established including the 

23 violations which render the building, structure or property unsafe. and shall state a deadline for the 

24 building owner to abate the violations anda date for reinspection. The NOV shall also set forth the 

25 
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1 penalties. fees and costs as prescribed in Sections 102A. 7 (d) and 103A of this code. The NOV shall be 

2 a vublic record subject to disclosure pursuant to Administrative Code Chapter 67. 

3 (c) The Building Official shall mail a copy ofthe NOV to the building owner by first class mail 

4 at the address listed with the Assessor-Recorder's Office. The Building Official shall post the NOV in a 

5 conspicuous place on the subject property and make a copy o(the NOV available to each tenant ofthe 

6 subject property. 

7 102A.5 Notice o(Administrative Hearing 

8 (a) Ifthe Building Official determines that the building owner has not corrected the code 

9 violations by the deadline provided in the NOV. the Building Official shall schedule an administrative 

10 hearing on the violations. to be heard within 60 days ofthe deadline, unless the building owner 

11 demonstrates to the Building Official's satisfaction that the building owner has made substantial 

''"> progress in abating the violations. 

13 (b) The Building Official shall issue a Notice o(Administrative Hearing ("Hearing Notice") to 

14 the building owner. The Hearing Notice shall state the date, hour and place of the hearing and contain 

15 a conspicuous warning setting forth the penalties. fees and costs prescribed in Sections 102A. 7(d0 and 

16 103A ofthis Code. The HearingNotice shall include a copy ofthe NOV. The Hearing Notice shall 

17 inform all interested parties who desire to be heard in the matter that they may appear to show cause 

18 why the property. building or structure, or portion thereof: should not be ordered repaired. altered, 

19 vacated and repaired or altered. or vacated and demolished. 

20 (c) The Building Official shall serve the Hearing Notice on the building owner by certified mail 

21 to the building owner at the address listed with the Assessor-Recorder's Office and shall post the NOV 

22 in a conspicuous place on the subject property. The Building Official shall mail the Hearing Notice on 

23 the building owner at least 10 days prior to the date set for the hearing. 

24 (d) In addition to serving the NOV on the building owner, the Building Official shall send a 

l copy ofthe NOV by certified mail to: 
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

(1) The person, if any, in real or apparent charge and control of the premises involved; 

(2) The holder of any mortgage, deed of trust, lien or encumbrance ofrecord; 

(3) The owner or holder of any lease ofrecord: and 

(4) The record holder of any other estate or interest in the building, structure or 

property. or the land upon which it is located. 

The failure of any owner or other person to receive such notice shall not affect in any manner 

the validity of any proceedings taken hereunder. 

(e) The person serving the Hearing Notice shall complete a declaration under penalty of 

perjury. certifying the date and manner in which such Hearing Notice was given. and the Building 

Official shall retain the certified mail receipt card. if any, for the Hearing Notice. 

(jJ In addition to the Hearing Notice. the Building Official shall provide the building owner 

with an information sheet regarding the enforcement process. the building owner's rights and duties 

prior to the hearing. and the information the building owner must bring to the hearing. 

102A.6 Conduct ofAdministrative Hearing. 

(a) The Building Official shall conduct the Administrative Hearing, or may design,ate a 

Hearing Officer who shall have the same authority as the Building Official to hear and decide the case 

and to make any orders consistent with this Code. For purposes ofSections 102A.6through102A. 7. 

"Hearing Officer" shall include the Building Official ifthe Building Official conducts the 

Administrative Hearing. The Hearing Officer shall not be the same individual who signed the 

20 NOV. 

21 (b) The Hearing Officer shall hold the Administrative Hearing at the time and place design,ated 

22 in the Hearing Notice. The Hearing Officer may, in his or her discretion and {or good cause shown. 

23 continue the hearing one time1 for a period not to exceed 30 days. All persons having an interest in the 

24 building. structure or property or having knowledge olfacts material to the allegations ofthe NOV. 

25 
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1 including the list of code violations. may present evidence for consideration bv the Hearing O(ficer, 

2 subject to any rules adopted by the Hearing Officer (or the orderly conduct of the hearing. 

3 102A. 7 Administrative Order. 

4 (a) Within 30 days (allowing the conclusion ofthe Administrative Hearing. the Hearing Officer 

5 shall issue a written decision ("Administrative Order"). 

6 (b) The Administrative Order shall state in reasonable detail which conditions render the 

7 building, structure, or property. or portion thereof: unsafe, and shall state the work required to be done 

8 to satisfy the Administrative Order. The Administrative Order shall include a copy o[the NOV. The 

9 Administrative Order may direct the building owner to repair. alter, vacate, and/or demolish the 

10 subject property. 

11 (c) The Administrative Order shall specifj; the time within which the building owner shall 

1 2 repair. alter, vacate, and/or demolish the building, structure, or property. or portion thereat: or 

13 otherwise comply with the Order. The time (or compliance with the Administrative Order shall not to 

14 exceed 180 days from permit issuance. The Hearing Officer may, in his or her discretion and (or good 

15 cause shown. extend the time (or compliance with the Administrative Order once, (or a period limited 

16 to the minimum time necessary for completion and not to exceed 90 days, (allowing a written request by 

17 the building owner. 

18 (d) In addition to any monetary penalties authorized in Section 103A. the Department shall be 

19 entitled to its costs ofpreparation (or and appearance at the Administrative Hearing, and all prior and 

20 subsequent attendant and administrative costs. and the Department shall assess these costs upon the 

21 building owner monthly, at the rates set under Section 11 OA. Tables IA -D (Standard Hourly Rates) and 

22 JA-K (Penalties. Hearings, Code Enforcement Assessments). until the costs are paid in full. In 

23 addition, the Department shall be entitled to its attorneys fees and costs. including but not limited to 

24 expert witness fees. incurred in bring the administrative enforcement action. The violations cited in the 

' Administrative Order will not be deemed legally abated until the building owner makes full payment of 
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1 the penalties and costs, and failure to pay the assessment of costs shall result in tax lien proceedings 

2 against the property. 

3 (e) The Hearing Officer shall serve the Administrative Order on the building owner in the same 

4 manner as the Hearing Notice. The Building Official shall record a copy of the Administrative Order 

5 in the Assessor-Recorder's Office. When the Building Official determines that the work required under 

6 the Administrative Order has been completed and the building, structure, or property. or portion 

7 thereat: no longer is unsafe. the Building Official shall issue and record a rescission o[the 

8 Administrative Order with the Assessor-Recorder's Office. 

9 (j) Any person may appeal an Administrative Order pursuant to Section 105A. 2. The Hearing 

1 O Officer shall inform the building owner, at the Administrative Hearing and in the Administrative Order, 

11 oft he right of appeal to the Abatement Appeals Board provided that the appeal is made in writing and 

12 filed with the Secretary ofthe Abatement Appeals Board within 15 days after the Order is posted and 

13 served The 15-day limitation shall not apply when any type ofa moratorium authorized in. 

14 Section 105A. 2 is sought. Where construction materials, methods, types of construction, or compliance 

15 with the time limits set forth in Table No. 16B-A are the bases, in whole or in part, of the Building 

16 Official's finding that an unreinforced masonry building, or portion thereat: is unsafe, the Abatement 

17 Appeals Board shall refer these matters to the Board o{Examiners established in Section 105A.1 ofthis 

18 Code. Where construction materials, methods, and f)!pes of construction are the bases, in whole or in 

19 part, ofthe Building Official's finding that the building, or structure, or portion thereof: is unsafe, the 

20 Abatement Appeals Board shall refer these matters to the Board ofExaminers (or its examination and 

21 determination with respect to such materials. methods, and types of construction. 

22 The Board ofExaminers shall approve or disapprove such materials, methods, and f)!pes of 

23 construction, and may attach conditions to its approval, and shall forward a copy ofits report to the 

24 Abatement Appeals Board The Abatement Appeals Board shall include in its decision the findings of 

25 the Board of Examiners. 
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1 102A.8 Remedies are Non-Exclusive 

2 Notwithstanding the provisions o(Sections I 02A.4 through 102A. 7, the City Attorney may 

3 institute civil proceedings (or injunctive and monetary reliet including civil penalties, against a 

4 building owner (or violations ofthe Municipal Code under any circumstances, without regard to 

5 whether a complaint has been filed or the Building Official has issued a NOV or an Administrative 

6 Order. In any civil action tiled by the City Attorney under this Section 102.A.8, the City Attorney may 

7 seek recovery of and the court may award the City its attorneys fees and costs, including but not limited 

8 to expert witness fees, incurred in bringing the proceedings. 

9 102A. 3 Inspections cmd Complaints. The Building Official is hereby authorized to inspect or 

10 cause the inspection e.fany building, structure orpropertyfor thepurpose efdeterminingwhether or 

11 not it is unsafe in any &}the following cir~'bfl'l'lStances: 

"'~ 1. . Whene¥'er the Building Official, with reasoneble discretion, detennines that such inspection 

13 is necessary or desirable. 

14 2. Whenever cmypersonfiles with the Building Official e compkiintfrom which there is, in the 

15 Building Official's opinion, probeble cause to believe that the building, structure orproperty or any 

16 portion there&/, is unsafe. 

17 3. Whene-ver an agency or department ofthe City end County of'San Proncisco transmits to the 

18 Building Official a written reportfi·om ·,vhich there is, in the opinion ofthe Building Official, probable 

19 cause to believe that the building, structure orproperty, or cmyportion thereo.f; is unsafe. 

20 Upon the completion ofany such inspection cmd thefinding by the Building Official ofany 

21 condition ·which renders the building, structure orproperty unsafe, the Building Official shall, within 

22 15 days thereafter, ser,:e e written notice afviokition upon the building owner which shell contein 

23 specific allegations, setting farth each condition the Building Official has fou1~d which renders the 

24 building, structure or property unsafe. The Building Officiel shall, within three days ofmeiling afsuch 

) notice of violation, post a copy thereof in a conspicuous place in or upon such building, structure or 
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1 property and make a"'.Jailablc a eopy of the notice o.f violation to caeh tenant therco.f: Sueh notice shall 

2 slso set forth the penalties for violation prescribed in Seetion 103A (}fthis code. In addition to the eh>'il 

3 penalties prcseribcd in Scetion 103A, the Department's east o.f preparation for and appctH"anee at the 

4 hearing required by Scetion 102A. 4, and all prior and subsequent attendant and administrative easts, 

5 shall be assessed upon the property o·wncr monthly, after failure to eomply with a v,;rittcn notiee o.f 

6 violation that has been served upon the property owner. Said violations 1~·ill not be deemed legally 

7 abated until the property owner makes full payment of the assessment (}feasts to the Department of 

8 Building Inspcetion. Sec Seetion JJOA, Tabk L4 D Standard Hourly Rates and Table IA K 

9 Penalties, HetH"ings, Code EnforccmcntAssessmcnts for the applieablc rate. Failure topsy the 

10 assessment a.feasts shall result in tax licnproeccdings against thcpropcrtypcr Scetion 102A.18. 

11 Jfthc unsafe eonditions observed on the property have not been eorrceted within the time period 

12 provided, the matter shall be set for hearing within 60 daysfrom the eo·mpliancc date specified on the 

13 notiec of·violation, ifnotsubstantialprogress in abating the Code "'.Jiolations has commenced. 

14 102A. 4 }fotiec a/Hearing. 

15 102A. 4.1 Gener-al. }fetiec ofhctH"ing shall be given upon a form prcseribcd by the Building 

16 Official. It s-hall set forth the street address sufficient for identification o.fthc property or premises upon 

17 whieh the building. or structure is loeatcd. It shall contain or be attached to a copy of the notice of 

18 violation which includes a list ofeode violations. It shall state the date, hour andplacc of the hearing 

19 and shall order all interestedparties who desire to be heard in the matter to appear before the Building 

20 Offieial to show cause why the property, building or structure, orportion thcrco,f; should not be 

21 ordered repaired, altered, '.Jacated and repaired or altered, or vacated and demolished. 

22 One copy of the notice ofhcaring and notice o,f violation, ineluding the list ofcode "'.Jiolations, 

23 shall be posted in a eonspicuousplacc upon the building orpropcrty. The notiec shall also include a 

24 conspieuous ·warning whieh sets forth the penalties for violation prescribed in Scetion 103A o,fthis 

25 eede:- ' 
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1 One copy o.fthe notice ofhearing and notice of' violation, including the list o.fcode violations, 

2 shall be served upon each o.fthe following: 

3 1. · The person, if any, in real or apparent charge and control o.fthe premises involved 

4 2. The ovmer ofrecord. 

5 3. The holder ofany mortgage, deed of tr'btSt, lien or encumbrance o.frecord 

6 4. The o·wner or holder ofany lease efrecord. 

7 5. The record holder ofany other estate or interest in the building, structure or property, or 

8 the land upon ·which it is located 

9 102A. 4. 2 },/ethod o.fser.;ice. The notice o.fhearing shall be sen·ed upon all persons entitled 

1 O thereto, either personally or by certified or registered mail. Service by certified or registered mail shall 

11 be effective on the date of mailing ifthe cerJi.fied or registered letter is mailed; postGZgc prepaid; return 

'1?. receipt requested, to each such person as their address €lppears on the last annual tax roll ofthe county 

13 or at the address to which the most recent realproperty tax bill for said building, structure or property 

14 was mailed by the Tax Collector. lfno such address ClfJPears on the annual tax roll ofthe county or the 

15 records of the Tax Collector, then a copy of the notice shall be addressed to such person at the address 

16 o.fthe building, structure or property involved in the proceedings. The failure o.fany owner or other 

17 per~on to receive such notice shall not affect in any manner the validity ofanyproceedings taken 

18 hereunder. 

19 102A. 4. 3 Proofo.fsentice. The person ser.:ing notice as provided herein shallfile an affidavit 

20 or declaration there&funderpenalty &jperjury, certifying to the time and manner in which such notice 

21 was given. Such person shall also file therewith any receipt card o.fsuch notice by certified or 

22 registered mail. The notice shall be posted tmd served at least I 0 dcrys prior to the date set for the 

23 hearing. 

24 102A. 5 Hearing. The public hearing shall be held at the time andplace designated in the notice 

\ of hearing. For good cause shown, a hearing may be continued by the Building Official, except that any 
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1 such continuance shall not exceed 30 days and there shall be only one such continuance allowed. 

2 Subject to procedures prescribed by the Building Official for the orderly conduct of the hearing, all 

3 persons having an in~erest in the building, structure or property or having knowledge offacts material 

4 to the allegations of the notice o.fviolation including the list o.fcode violations, may present evidence 

5 for consideration by the Building Official. 

6 The Building Official may designate a deputy who may act in place o.fthe Building Official as 

7 the hearing officer. The deputy shall have the same authority as the Building Official to hear and 

8 decide the case and to make any order hereinafterprovidedf'or. 

9 102A. 6 Decision. The Building Official, after a full an~fair consideration o.fthe e·.;idence and 

10 testimony received at the hearing, shall render within 30 days following the concht:sion ofsuch hearing, 

11 a decision in writing either dismissing the proceedings, or, if finding that the building, structure or 

12 property, o.r portion thereaf, is unsafe, ordering that it be repaired; altered; ..,,·acated and altered or 

1 3 repaired; or vacated and demolished. 

14 102A. 7 Contents o.f Order. The order shall contain a statement of the particulars ·which render 

15 the building, structure, or property unsafe and shall contain a statement of',york required to be done 

16 and the time requirements for the execution o.fthe order. 

17 102A. 7.1 Address. The order shall set forth the street address o.fthe building or structure, 

18 sufficient for identification. 

19 102A. 7.2 Time. The order shall specify the time within which the premises orportion thereof' 

20 shall be fJacated; if ordered. The order sl1all fwther specify a reasonable time, not to exceed 360 days 

21 from permit issuance, within which the ·work shall be co1'1'tpleted. 

22 102A. 7. 3 Extension for completion. The time for c01npktion may be extended by the Building 

23 Official for good cause shown, except that such extension shall not exceed 360 days. Such extension 

24 shall be in writing upon the request of the owner and shall be limited to the minimum time necessary 

25 for eompktion. Only one such extension may be allowed. 

Supervisors Wiener; Cohen 
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 354 Page 11 



1 I 02A. 8 Posting and Service of"Order. A cepy of the order shtdl be posted in a conspicuous 

2 place upon the building, structure orproperty and shall be served in the manner above prescribed in 

3 the case o.fthe notice of hearing, upon all persons to whom the notice CJjhearing is required to be 

4 served, and a copy shall be recorded in the Assessor Recorder's Office. 

5 I 02A. 9 Compliance, Rescinding Order. ·when the property, building or structure or portion 

6 thereo_fthat was determined to be unsafe, has been found to comply '1Vith requirements of the Building 

7 Official as to rehabilitation, alteration, repair or demolition, the Building Official shall issue and 

8 record in the Assessor Recorder's Office an order rescinding the original order. 

9 102A.10 Appeal o.fOrder. Anyperson may appealfrom an order ofthe Building Official made 

1 0 pur~uant to the provisions o.fSection I 02A. 7 and shall, at the hearingprO'.lidedf'er in Section I 02A. 5 

11 and in said order, be apprised of the right efBppeal lo the Abatement Appeals Board, pro'.lided that the 

1 ~ appeal is made in writing an~fikd with the Secretary o.fthe Abatement Appeals Board within 15 days 

16 after such order is posted and served. The 15 day limitation shall not apply when any type a.fa 

14 moratorium authorized in this section is sought. Where construction materials, methods, types CJf 

15 construction, or cornpliance with the time limits set ferth in Table }lo. 16B A are the bases, in whole or 

16 in part, o,fthe Building Ojficial'sfinding that an unreinforced masonry building, or portion thereo.f; is 

17 unsafe, the Abatement Appeals Bawd shall refer these matters to the Board ofExaminer-s established in 

18 Section I 05A. I of this code. Where construction materials, methods, and types of construction are the 

19 bases, in whole or in part, ofthe Building Official'sfinding that the building, or structure, or portion 

20 thereof, is unsafe, the Abatement Appeals Board shall re.fer these matters to the Board ofExaminer-s for 

21 its examination and determination with respect to such materials, methods, and types o.f construction. 

22 The Board ofExaminers shall appr-0ve or disBpprove such materials, methods, and types of 

23 construction, and may attach conditions to its Bpproval, and shall fonvard a cepy CJj its report to the 

24 Abatement Appeals Board. The Abatement Appeals Board shall include in its decision thefindings CJf 

the Board ofExaminers.· 
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1 

2 

* * * 

3 Section 5. The Housing Code is hereby amended by revising Sections 201 and 1001, 

4 to read as follows: 

5 SEC. 201. GENERAL. 

6 (a) Authority. The Director of the Department of Building Inspection shall administer 

7 and enforce ·all of the provisions of this Code. The Director is hereby designated as the 

8 authorized representative of the Building Inspection Commission in such enforcement. The 

9 Director is hereby.authorized to call upon the Director of City Planning, the Director of Public 

1 O Health, the Chief of the Fire Department, the Chief of Police and all other City officers, 

11 employees, departments and bureaus to aid and assist him in such enforcement, and it shall 

12 then be th_eir duty to enforce the provisions of this Code and to perform such duties as may 

13 come within their respective jurisdictions. 

14 Upon completion of an inspection of a structure or portion of a structure, the owner or 

15 occupant thereof shall be furnished by the Department of Building Inspection with a standard 

16 form which clearly and simply indicates the violations found and the sections of this Code 

17 . which are not complied with. Copies of all forms used to enforce this code shall be furnished 

18 the Clerk of the Board of Supervisors, to be held on file with the Board of Supervisors. 

19 (b) Right of Entry. Upon showing proper credentials, which shall include a statement 

20 apprising an owner or occupant of his rights and obligations, authorized employees of City 

21 departments, when necessary for the performance of their duties; shall have the right to enter 

22 at reasonable times any new or unoccupied building and any building under construction, 

23 repair, alteration or removal and any other building when there is reasonable ground for 

24 believing said building or any part thereof to be illegal, unsafe or a menace to life or limb; or in 

25 making their routine inspections as required under the License Code. 
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1 The procedures provided by the general laws of the State of California, presently 

2 codified as Sections 1822.50 to 1822.57, inclusive, of the Code of Civil Procedure, shall 

3 govern the issuance, execution and enforcement of an inspection warrant in the event the 

4 owner or occupant of a building refuses to permit an inspection thereof by an authorized 

5 employee of a City department. 

6 (c) [Reserved.] 

7 (d) Order of Vacation. The Director of the Department of Building Inspection shall give 

8 written notification of any order to vacate to the Chief of Police who shall thereupon cause the 

9 same to be executed and enforced. 

1 O (e) Abatement. For abatement procedures, see Chapter 1A of the Building Code ... 

11 including. but not limited to. Sections 102A. 3 through 102A. 8. 

* * * 

14 SEC. 1001. GENERAL. 

15 (a) Any residential building or portion thereof, as defined by California Health and 

16 Safety Code, Division 13, Part 1.5, State Housing Law, Sections 17920.3 et seq., including 

17 any dwelling units, guest room or suite of rooms, or the premises on which the same is 

18 located, in which there exists any of the conditions enumerated in this chapter to an extent 

19 that endangers the life, limb, health, property, safety or welfare of the public or the occupants 

20 thereof shall be deemed and hereby is declared to be a substandard building. Any building or 

21 portion thereof: determined to be a substandard building under this Section 1001 is also declared to be 

22 a nuisance as provided in Section 401. 

23 

24 

* * * 
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1 Section 6. The Electrical Code is hereby amended by revising Section 89.126, to read 

2 as follows: 

3 89.126 Unsafe Buildings or Structures. 

4 Any buildings, structures, or parts thereof, shall be considered unsafe when any of the 

5 following conditions are present: 

6 (A) Electrical equipment, wiring and systems deemed hazardous to human life or 

7 structure safety; 

8 (B) Electrical equipment, wiring and systems that are in violation of the code that was 

9 in effect at the time of construction or installation or such work was performed without permit 

1 O or approval; 

11 (C) Change in occupancy without complying with the provision of Section 89.118 of 

12 this code. 

13 Such unsafe building, structure, property or portion shall be vacated, repaired, altered 

14 or demolished, and violations of this Code abated. in accordance with Section 102A of the 

15 Building Code, including, but not limited to, Sections 102A.3 through 102A.8. 

16 

17 Section 7. The Plumbing Code is hereby amended by revising Section 104.0, to read 

18 as follows: 

19 SECTION 104.0 - ABATEMENT OF PUBLIC NUISANCE 

· 20 104.0 Abatement of Public Nuisance. In order to abate a nuisance as defined in 

21 Section 216.0 of this code, the inspection and abatement procedures as set forth in Section 

22 102A of the Building Code, including. but not limited to, Sections 102A. 3 through 102A. 8, shall 

23 apply. 

24 

25 
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1 Section 8. The Fire Code is hereby amended by revising Section 109, to read as 

2 follows: 

3 SECTION 109 - VIOLATIONS 

4 109.1. [For SF] Unlawful Acts. 

5 (a) It shall be unlawful for a person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 

6 improve, remove, convert, demolish, equip, use, occupy, or maintain a building, occupancy, 

7 premises, system, or vehicle, or any portion thereof: or cause the same to be done, in 

8 violation of any of the provisions of this code. 

9 (b) It shall be unlawful for a person to engage in any activity for which a permit is 

1 O required under this code without the required permit, or to engage in any activity in violation of 

11 conditions set in a permit issued under this code. 

* * * 

13 109.4. [For SF] Notice of Violation. 

14 (a) When the fire code official finds a building, occupancy, premises, system, or 

15 vehicle, or any portion thereof, that is in violation of this code, the fire code official shall. within 

16 15 days. mey prepare a written notice of violation, which shall identify the code sections 

17 violated, describe the violation, and, where applicable, require correction of the violation. The 

18 notice of violation shall also set forth the penalties, fees, and costs for the violation. The notice of 

19 violation shall also identify the violation' as a priority complaint, for violations presenting immediate 

20 life safety issues, or a standard complaint. for all other violations. When correction is not 

21 immediate, the notice of violation shall specify a time for compliance and re-inspection. 

22 (b) When the fire code official finds a person performing any activity requiring a permit 

23 under this code without the required permit, or conducting an activity in violation of conditions 

24 set in a permit issued under this code, the fire code official may prepare a written notice of 

' violation, which shall identify the code sections violated and describe the violation. The notice 
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1 of violation shall also set forth the penalties. fees, and costs for the. violation. The notice of violation 

2 shall also identi& the violation as a priority complaint, for violations presenting immediate life safety 

3 issues. or a standard complaint. for all other violations. In addition, the fire code official may issue 

18 fire code official shall post the notice of violation in a conspicuous place on the subject property. 

19 (c) Service by certified or registered mail is effective on the date of mailing if the 

20 certified or registered letter is mailed, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to the person 

21 responsible at that person's current address as listed with the Assessor's Office. If the 

22 Assessor's Office records do not include an address for a person entitled to notice, then the 

23 fire code official shall serve that person by mailing the letter to the address of the building, 

24 occupancy, premises, or system involved in the proceedings. 

25 109.4.2. [For SF] Re-Inspection Fee. 
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1 When the fire code official issues a notice of violation and sets a date for compliance 

2 and re-inspection to certify compliance with code requirements, the fire code official shall 

3 charge a fee for the re-inspection and the person responsible shall pay that fee. 

4 109.4.3. [For SF] Hearing on Notice of Violation. 

5 (a) If the person responsible to correct a violation identified as a priority complaint fails to 

6 do so within the time period specified in the notice of violation, the fire code official shall fnfJY 

7 set the matter for hearing. to be heard within 60 davs ofthe deadline. Jfthe person responsible to 

8 correct any other violation fails to do so within the time period specified in the notice of violation, the 

9 .fire code offlcial shall set the matter for hearing. to be heard within 180 days ·Of the deadline. 

1 O (b) Notice of hearing. If the fire code official determines to set the matter for hearing, 

11 the fire code official shall serve a notice of hearing that provides at least 10 days 30 day notice 

~? of the hearing. The notice shall include the following information: (1) the street address of the 

13 building, occupancy, premises, or system that is in violation of the code, or the date and 

14 location of any activity conducted without. a required permit or in violation of permit conditions; 

15 (2) the date, hour and place of the hearing; (3) a statement that the hearing is an opportunity 

16 for all interested parties to appear before the fire code official to show cause why the fire code 

17 official should not order the building, occupancy, premises, or system repaired or altered to be 

18 brought into compliance with code, or vacated or demolished, or require a permit or 

19 compliance with permit requirements; (4) a warning that describes the penalties for violation 

20 as set forth in subsection (k) below and Section 109.4.4; and (5) a copy of the notice of 

21 violation. 

22 (c) Service of hearing notice. The fire code official shall serve the notice of hearing on 

23 each of the following persons: (1) the person, if any, in real or apparent charge and control of 

24 the building, occupancy, premises, or system, or responsible for any activity; (2) the owner of 

1 record of any building, occupancy, premises, or system, or where an activity occurred; (3) the 
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1 holder of any mortgage, deed of trust, lien or encumbrance of record; (4) the owner or holder 

2 of any recorded lease; and (5) the holder of any other recorded estate or interest in the 

3 building, occupancy, premises, or system, or the land upon which it is located. The fire code 

4 official shall include an affidavit or declaration under penalty of perjury, certifying to the time 

5 and manner in which the notice was served. The fire code official shall serve the notice of 

6 hearing as follows: by personal service; or by regular U.S. Mail and certified or registered 

7 mail. Service by certified or registered mail is effective on the date of mailing if the certified or 

8 registered letter is mailed, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, to each person entitled 

9 to notice as that person's address appears on the last annual tax roll of the county or at the 

1 O address to which the Tax Collector mailed the most recent real property tax bill for the 

11 building, occupancy, premises, or system. If the annual tax roll or the Tax CoUector records do 

12 not include an address for a particular person entitled to notice, then the fire code official shall 

13 serve the notice to that person at the address of the building, occupancy, premises, or system 

14 involved in the proceedings. The failure of any owner or other person to receive a notice of 

15 hearing shall not affect in any manner the validity of any proceeding taken or order issued 

16 under this section. 

17 (d) Posting of notice. The fire code official shall ensure that a copy of the notice of 

18 hearing and notice of violation is posted in a conspicuous place on the building or property, 

19 and at the location of the hearing. The notice shall be posted at both locations at least 1 O days 

20 before the date set for the hearing. 

21 (e) [Reservedl 

22 (f) Hearing. The fire code official or designee shall conduct a public hearing on the 

23 matter, at the date, time and location specified in the notice of hearing. The fire code official or 

24 designee may continue the hearing for good cause, except that any continuance shall not 

25 exceed 30 days, and only one continuance is allowed. Subject to any procedures prescribed 
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1 by the fire code official for. the orderly conduct of the hearing, the fire code official may permit 

2 persons with an interest in the building, occupancy, premises, or system, or with knowledge of 

3 facts material to the allegations of the notice of violation, to present evidence for the fire code 

4 official to consider. The fire code official shall promulgate procedures for implementation of 

5 the hearing. 

6 (g) Decision and order. The fire code official shall give full and fair consideration to the 

7 evidence received at the hearing, and within 30 days of the conclusion of the hearing, shall 

8 issue a written decision either: (1) finding no violation and issuing an Order of Rescission that 

9 withdraws the notice of violation and dismisses the proceedings; or (2) finding that the 

1 O building, occupancy, premises, or system, or any portion thereof, is in violation of this code 

11 and ordering that the person responsible take adion as ordered by the fire code official to 

'1 < bring the building, occupancy, premises, or system into compliance with this code. The order 

13 may also direct that the building, occupancy, or premises be vacated pending compliance with 

14 the requirements of this code. Any order to correct a violation of this code or to vacate a 

15 building, occupancy or premises shall include the following: the street address of the building, 

16 occupancy, premises, or system; findings and conclusions about the specifics of the violations 

17 and the code section violated; a statement of work the person responsible must perform to 

18 remedy the violation and, if applicable, an order to vacate; and time requirements for 

19 compliance with the order. The fire code official shall require the person responsible to 

20 commence work required under the order within not more than 30 days from the date of the 

21 decision, and shall set a reasonable period of time, not to exceed six months from 

22 commencement, for the person responsible to complete the required work. 

23 (h) Service of, posting, and recording decision. The fire code official shall serve the 

24 decision and order on the persons and in the manner specified in subsection (c) above. The 

-; fire code official shall post the decision and order in the manner specified in subsection (d) 
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1 above. The fire code official shall record the decision and order in the Assessor-Recorder's 

2 Office. 

3 (i) The person responsible may submit a written application to extend the date to 

4 commence work required under the decision and order or to extend the date to complete 

5 required work .. The fire code official may grant a request to extend the time to commence or to 

6 complete work, for good cause shown, only where there is no imminent risk to life or property, 

7 and for a time not to exceed 90 days. 

8 0) Compliance, Order of Compliance. When the fire code official determines that the 

9 person responsible has completed all work required under the order, and that the building, 

1 O occupancy, premises, or system ·complies with the requirements of this code, the fire code 

11 official shall issue an Order of Compliance, acknowledging that the person responsible has 

12 complied with the original order. The fire code official shall serve and post the Order of 

13 Compliance, and file it in the Assessor-Recorder's Office. 

14 (k) Penalties for disregarding order. Any person responsible who fails to comply with 

15 an order under this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor as set forth in Section 109.6. Any 

16 person in possession who fails to comply with an order to vacate shall be guilty of a 

17 misdemeanor as provided in Section 109.6. Any person who removes any notice or order 

18 posted as required in this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor as provide in 

19 Section 109.6. 

20 * * * 

21 109.9. [For SF! Remedies are Non-Exclusive. 

22 Notwithstanding the provisions ofSections 109.l through 109.8. the City Attorney may institute 

23 civil proceedings (or injunctive and monetary relief: including civil penalties, against any person for 

24 violations o[the Fire Code under any circumstances, without regard to whether a complaint has been 

25 
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1 .filed or the fire official has issued a notice of violation under Section 109. 4 or an order to correct 

2 under Section 109. 4. 3 (g). 

3 

4 Section 9. The Health Code is hereby amended by revising Sections 596 and 600, to 

5 read as follows: 

6 SEC. 596. ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES INITIATED WITH NOTICE OF VIOLATION. 

7 · (a) Complaints. Whenever a written or oral complaint is made to the Department that 

8 a nuisance as defined by Section 581 exists in a building or structure or on a property, or the 

9 Director otherwise has reasonable cause to believe that such a nuisance exists, the Director shall 

1 O inspect the building, structure or property to verify the existence of a nuisance thereon. 

11 (b) Notice of Violation. Whenever the Director determines that a nuisance, as defined 

1 '2 by Section 581 of this Article, exists in a building or structure or on a property, the Director 

13 shall within 15 days ofthat determination cause a Notice of Violation to be served either 

14 personally or by first class mailing to the Responsible Parties. The Notice of Violation shall be 

15 served on the Owner by mail to the address that appears on the last assessment rolls of the 

16 ·city and County of San Francisco. If the Notice of Violation is served on the Manager by mail, 

17 it shall be mailed to the Manager's principal place of business or to the address of the 

18 building, structure or property. If the Notice of Violation is served on any other Person who 

19 created a condition that constitutes a nuisance, it shall be mailed to the Person's last known 

20 address at which such Person receives mail if ascertainable. Thereafter, the Director may 

21 cause a copy thereof to be posted in a conspicuous place on the building, structure or 

22 property. The failure of the Responsible Parties to receive such notice when sent in the 

23 manner set forth in this Subsection shall not affect in any manner the validity of any 

24 proceeding against that party under this Article. The Notice of Violation shall be a public record 

' subject to disclosure pursuant to Administrative Code Chapter 67. 
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1 (c) Order to Vacate. The Director may order a premises vacated if she or he 

2 determines that relocation is warranted upon discovery of a nuisance, as defined by Section 

3 581(b)(10) of the Health Code, or at the discretion of the Director, to protect the health of 

4 occupants. A copy of the order shall be served upon the Owner and the affected tenant(s) 

5 and posted in conspicuous places at the affected premises. The order shall specify the time 

6 within which the premises is to be vacated and advise the tenants that they may be eligible for 

7 assistance pursuant to Chapter 72 of the San Francisco Administrative Code. The order shall 

8 further advise that the premise vacated hereunder shall not be reoccupied without written 

9 permission of the Director. Such permission shall be granted when the nuisance is abated. 

1 O (d) Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits. Whenever the Director determines that a 

11 nuisance, as defined by Section 581(b)(10) of this Article, exists in a building or structure or 

12 on a property, and issues a Notice of Violation, pursuant to subsection (b) of this section, and 

13 an Order to Vacate, pursuant to subsection (c) of this Section, the Director shall issue to the 

14 Responsible Party a Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits to the affected tenant(s) pursuant to 

15 Chapter 72 of the San Francisco Administrative Code. The Director shall cause a Notice to 

16 Pay Relocation Benefits to be served either on the Responsible Party or sent by first class 

17 mailing to the Responsible Parties. The Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits shall be served on 

18 the Owner by mail at the address that appears on the last assessment rolls of the City and 

19 County of San Francisco. If the Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits is served on the Manager 

20 by mail, it shall be mailed to the Manager's principal place of business or to the address of the 

21 building, structure or property. Thereafter, the Director may cause a copy thereof to be 

22 posted in a conspicuous place on the building, structure or property. The failure of 

23 Responsible Parties to receive such notice when sent in the manner set forth in this 

24 Subsection shall not affect in any manner the validity of any proceeding against that party 

25 under this Article. 
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1 (e) Contents of Notices. 

2 (1) The Notice of Violation shall state with reasonable specificity a description of 

3 the nuisance such that the Responsible Parties can reasonably understand the nature of the 

4 nuisance to be abated. The Notice of Violation shall direct the Responsible Parties to abolish, 

5 abate, and remove the nuisance within a reasonable period of time set by the Director given 

6 the nature and severity of the nuisance and any other circumstances of which the Director is 

7 aware. The Director shall specify in the Notice of Violation the time period within which the 

8 Responsible Party must abate the nuisance. Such time period shall not exceed 30 days, 

9 unless extended by the Director if reasonably necessary to abate the nuisance. 

1 O (2) The Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits shall state the Director has 

11 determined that the affected tenant(s) are eligible for relocation benefits as described in San 

"'< Francisco Administrative Code Chapter 72 such that the Responsible Parties can reasonably 

13 understand the nature of their obligations under Chapter 72. The Notice to Pay Relocation 

14 Benefits shall direct the Responsible Parties to commence making the required relocation 

15 payments to the affected tenant(s) at least 12 hours prior to the date that the affected 

16 tenant( s) must vacate the unit. 

17 (3) The notices shall further advise the Responsible Parties that if they fail to 

18 comply with the notice, the Director may: (A) hold a Director's Hearing to be held to consider 

19 whether it would be appropriate to issue a Director's Order to abate the nuisance and other 

20 appropriate orders as provided for in this Article or (B) cause the abatement and removal of 

21 the nuisance and the Owner shall be indebted to the City and County of San Francisco for the 

22 costs, charges, and fees incurred by the City and County of San Francisco by reason of the 

23 abatement and removal of such nuisance or (C) offer relocation services to the affected 

24 tenant(s) and the Owner shall be indebtE?d to the City and County of San Francisco for the 
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1 costs, charges, and fees incurred by the City and County of San Francisco by reason of the 

2 provision of the relocation services. 

3 (4) The notices shall inform the Responsible Party that they may be liable for 

4 other charges, costs, including administrative costs, expenses incurred by the Department, 

5 fines, attorneys' fees, and penalties as provided for in this Article. 

6 (5) The notices shall state the name, business add,ress and telephone number 

7 of the Department staff who may be contacted regarding the building, structure or property in 

8 question. 

9 (6) At the discretion of the Director and to ensure lawful handling and disposal 

1 O of any items constituting a nuisance in whole or in part, the notice may contain a requirement 

11 that the Responsible Party abating the nuisance or making the relocation payments submit 

12 reports of testing and inspections by an appropriate licensed professional and provide to the 

13 Director proof of lawful handling and disposal of such items or the payment of such 

14 relocations benefits, and the form of such proof acceptable to the Director. 

15 (f) Action by the Director. If the nuisance is not abated and removed within the time 

16 period set forth in the notice, or the relocation benefits are not made within the time period set 

17 forth in the notice, the Director shall either: (1) hold a Director's Hearing in accordance with 

18 this Section or (2) abate and remove the nuisance as soon as practicable or (3) offer 

19 relocation services to the affected tenant(s). The Owner shall be assessed reinspection fees 

20 as provided in Section 609.1 of this Code to cover the Department's costs incurred to verify 

21 the abatement of the nuisance. Said violations shall not be deemed legally abated until the 

22 property owner makes full payment of the assessment of reinspection fees and late payment 

23 penalties to the Director. 

24 (g) Notice of Hearing. 

25 
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1 (1) If the Responsible Parties failed to comply with the Notice of Violation or the 

2 Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits, the Director may hold a hearing by serving a copy of the 

3 Notice of Violation or the Notice to Pay Relocation Benefits, together with a notice of the time 

4 and place set for the hearing thereof, by personal service or by certified mail upon the 

5 Responsible Parties. The Director shall post a copy of the Notice of Violation or the Notice to 

6 Pay Relocation Benefits, together with the Notice of Hearing in conspicuous places 

7 throughout the building, structure or property. The time fixed for the hearing shall be no more 

8 not he less than 60 J.() days after the deadline for abatement ofthe nuisance set in the Notice of 

9 Violation. service a-ndposting (}fthe copy ofthe ... \Totiee ofHearing; except in In those circumstances 

1 O where the Director has issued a written determination that the nuisance constitutes a severe 

· 11 and immediate hazard to life, health or safety, in which ease the time fixed for the hearing shall 

12 not be less than 12 hours after personal service and posting the Notice of Hearing. The 

13 Notice of Hearing shall inform all persons interested to appear at the hearing to show cause, if 

14 any, why the building, structure, or property should not be declared a nuisance or in the case 

15 where the Department has abated and· removed the nuisance, why a lien should not be 

16 placed against the property for the costs incurred by the Department. The Notice of Hearing 

17 shall also state whether the Department will seek recovery of attorneys' fees for the hearing. 

18 In the case of unsanitary buildings, said notice shall also state that the hearing may result in 

19 the revocation of the certificate of sanitation, if any, and the mandatory vacation of occupants 

20 from the building. 

21 (2) The Notice of Hearing shall be served by personal service or by certified mail 

22 on the Owner at the address as it appears on the last assessment rolls of the City and County 

23 of San Francisco. If the Notice is served by certified mail on the Manager, the Director shall 

24 mail the Notice of Hearing to the Manager's principal place of business, if any, or to the 

1 address of the building, structure or property in question. If the Notice of Hearing is served by 
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1 certified mail on any Person who created the condition that constitutes a nuisance, the 

2 Director shall mail the Notice of Hearing to the last known address of such Person at which it 

3 receives mail, if ascertainable. The person serving the Notice ofHearingshall complete a 

4 declaration under penalty ofperjury. certifj;ing the date and manner in which such Notice ofHearing 

5 was given. and the Director shall retain the certified mail receipt card, if any, for the Notice of 

6 Hearing. The failure of the Responsible Parties or Owner to receive such notice when sent in 

7 the manner set forth in this Subsection shall not affect in any manner the validity of any 

8 proceeding under this Article. 

9 (h) Director's Hearing. A public hearing shall be held at the time and place designated 

1 O in the Notice of Hearing. Subject to the procedures prescribed by the Director for the orderly 

11 conduct of the hearing, all persons having an interest in the building, structure or property in 

12 question or having knowledge of facts material to the Notice of Violation or the Notice to Pay 

13 Relocation Benefits may present evidence for consideration by the Director. Any hearing 

14 conducted pursuant to this Section shall be electronically recorded. The Director may elect to 

15 seek recovery of attorneys' fees by stating this. intent in the Notice of Hearing. In a case 

16 where the Director makes this election, the prevailing party shall be entitled to recover· 

17 reasonable attorneys' fees. 

18 (i) Director's Order. 

19 (1) Within 30 days after the conclusion of the hearing, the Director shall issue a 

20 written order setting forth finding of facts and a determination based upon the facts found in 

21 the record whether or not a nuisance, as defined by Section 581, exists or had existed in the 

22 building or structure or on the property and if the Department abated and removed the 

23 nuisance, the costs of abatement and removal of the nuisance by the Department, or a written 

24 order setting forth finding of facts and determination based upon the facts found in the record 

25 whether or not the relocation benefits have been paid and if the Department arranged for the 
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1 relocation of the affected tenant( s), the costs of that relocation to the Department. The order 

2 shall be served on the Responsible Parties, including but not limited to the Owner, in the 

3 same manner as set forth in Subsection (b) of this Section and shall be served on all other 

4 parties who provided testimony at the hearing by first class mail if such parties request at or 

5 before the hearing that the order be sent to them. 

6 (2) Upon a finding that a nuisance exists in the building or structure or on the 

7 property, or a finding that appropriate relocation benefits have not been paid, the Director 

8 shall require in the order the abatement of the nuisance or the payment of the benefits within 

9 a specified time period not to exceed 30 days, unless extended by the Director if reasonably 

1 O necessary to abate the nuisance. The time period shall be determined based on the nature 

11 and severity of the nuisance and any other circumstances of which the Director is aware. The 

12 order shall state either that, failure to abate and remove the nuisance will result in the 

13 abatement of the nuisance by the Department and that the Owner shall become indebted to 

14 the City and County of San Francisco for the costs, charges, and fees incurred by reason of 

15 the abatement and removal of such nuisance upon demand, or that failure to make the 

16 relocation benefit payments will result in the offering of relocation services to the affected 

17 tenant(s) by the Department and that the Owner shall become indebted to the City and 

18 County of San Francisco for the costs, charges, and fees incurred by reason of the making 

19 such relocation services available upon demand. The order shall inform the Responsible 

20 Parties that it shall be indebted to the City and County of San Francisco for all administrative 

21 costs, including attorneys' fees if sought by the Director in the Notice of Hearing, incurred by 

22 the Department in the prosecution of the abatement action or the prosecution of the relocation 

23 benefit payment action and that such costs are due upon demand. The order shall further 

24 state that failure to pay such costs, charges, and fees may result in a lien against the property. 

1 The order shall require the Responsible Parties to abate and remove the nuisance in 
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1 compliance with all applicable laws and regulations or shall require the Responsible Parties to 

2 make the relocation benefit payments in compliance with all applicable laws. 

3 (3) In the case where Director determines that a nuisance had existed and that 

4 the Department had abated and removed the nuisance, or where the Director determines that 

5 the relocation benefits were owed to the affected tenant(s) and the Director provided 

6 relocation services to the affected tenant(s), the order shall itemize the costs of abatement 

7 and removal or provision of relocation services and all administrative costs incurred by the 

8 Department The order shall notify the Owner that a lien will be assessed against the property 

9 for any outstanding costs if the Owner fails to reimburse the Department for the costs incurred 

1 O by the Department as a result of the abatement and removal of the nuisance or the provision 

11 of relocation services within ten (10) days of the service of the order and that the lien shall 

12 also include additional charges for administrative expenses of $1,000 or 10 percent of the 

13 costs of abatement and removal, whichever is higher, and interest at a rate of 1 Yz .percent per 

14 month, or fraction thereof, compounded monthly from the date of recordation of the lien on all 

15 fees and charges due as aforesaid. 

16 (4) The order shall advise the Responsible Parties that the order issued is final 

17 and of their right to petition the Superior Court of San Francisco for appropriate relief pursuant 

18 to Section 1094.6 of the California Code of Civil Procedures. The order shall notify the Owner 

19 that the filing of a petition with the Superior Court shall not automatically stay the effectiveness 

20 of the order or extend the time period in which the Responsible Parties have to abate the 

21 nuisance. 

22 (5) The order shall provide for the recovery of reasonable attorneys' fees for the 

23 prevailing party for those proceedings in which the Director has sought to recover attorneys' 

24 fees. 

25 
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1 (6) In case of an unsanitary building, the Director shall revoke the certification of 

2 sanitation if the building is a hotel and may order the vacation of any unsanitary building for all 

3 purposes, and shall cause a copy of said order to be posted in conspicuous places throughout 

4 the aforesaid structure, building or part thereof determined by the Director to be a nuisance, 

5 and a copy thereof is to be personally served upon the Owner thereof or his agent, or the 

6 lessee or the occupant thereof. The order shall specify the time within which said structure, 

7 building or part thereof determined by the Director to be a nuisance shall be vacated. The 

8 order shall further advise that structure, building or part thereof vacated hereunder shall not 

g be reoccupied without the written permission of the Director. Such permission shall be 

1 O granted when the nuisance cited is abated within the time set forth in the order. 

11 U) Regulations. The Director is hereby empowered to promulgate. administrative 

"'~ regulations, after a noticed public hearing, to implement the provisions of this Article and 

13 applicable provisions of State law. Such rules and regulations shall take effect 30 days after 

14 the public hearing. Violation of any such rule or regulation and any existing rules or 

15 regulations promulgated pursuant to this Article constitute a nuisance and may be grounds for 

16 administrative, civil, or criminal action against the Responsible Party. The Department shall 

17 base its forms for a Notice of Violation and a Notice of Hearing on the model forms developed by the 

18 City Administrator, although the Department may modifY the model forms to meet its own operational 

19 needs. 

20 

21 SEC. 600. PENAL TIES. 

22 (a) Criminal Penalty. In addition to any other penalties provided in this Article, any 

23 person, or their agents, violating any of the provisions of this Article, or failing to comply with 

24 any direction or order of the Director given pursuant to the provisions of this Article, shall be 

' guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished by a fine of not less 
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1 than $100 and not more than $1000, or by imprisonment if the County Jail for a period of not 

2 less than 10 days nor more than three months, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

3 (b) Civil Penalty. 

4 (1) City Attorney Referral. The Director may refer a case to the City Attorney's 

5 Office for civil enforcement at any time. only efter a Responsibk Pccrty has failed to comply with (i) 

6 a Director's Order under Section 596, or (ii) an administrati'.;e citation that isfinal for failure to 

7 exlwust administrative remedies under Administrative Code Section 100.12 or following appeal to a 

8 Heccring Office or to Superior Court. This limitation shall not apply to conditions that, in the opinion 

9 of the Director, constitute an immediate threat to public health and safety. 

1 O (2) Presumption of Noncompliance with Order. In addition to any other 

11 penalties provided in this Article, any person or'entity served with a notice or order by the 

12 Director setting forth the nature of the violation of this Article, demanding correction of such 

13 violation, and specifying the time within which such violation must be corrected, shall be 

14 presumed, in subsequent civil proceedings, to have failed to comply with that notice or order 

15 at and after the time given in that notice or order for correction of such violation, after the time 

16 period specified in the notice or order has expired without correction of that violation. 

17 (3) Penalty Amounts. Any person or entity violating this Article shall be liable 

18 for a civil penalty of up to $1,000 per violation for each day such violation is committed or 

19 permitted to continue, which penalty shall be assessed and recovered in a civil action brought 

20 in the name of the people of the City and County of San Francisco by the City Attorney in any 

21 court of competent jurisdiction. If a Responsible Party corrects a violation within the period 

22 specified in the Notice of Violation under Section 596(e)(1), the Court shall not award civil 

23 penalties for that violation under this Section provided that the Director has not cited the 

24 Responsible Party for the same type of violation at the same property more than twice in a 12-

25 month period. 
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1 (4) Setting Civil Penalty. In assessing the amount of the civil penalty, the Court 

2 shall consider any one or more of the relevant circumstances presented by any of the parties 

3 to the case, including but not limited to the following: the nature and seriousness of the 

4 misconduct, the number of violations, the persistence of the misconduct, the length of time 

5 over which the misconduct occurred, the willfulness of the defendant's misconduct, and the 

6 defendant's assets, liabilities, and net worth. Any penalty assessed and recovered in an 

7 action brought pursuant to this paragraph shall be paid to the City and credited to the Public 

8 Health Environmental Health Code Compliance Fund for use in enforcement and prevention 

9 of violations of this Article. In addition, such violations will not be deemed legally abated until 

1 O the property owner makes full payment of the assessment of costs and fees awarded to the 

11 City under this Article or any applicable State law. 

· ') (5) Cost Recovery. In any civil proceeding filed by the City Attorney to collect 

13 civil penalties, the Court may award the Department the costs and fees, including but not 

14 limited to attorneys' fees, authorized under this Article. 

15 (c) Administrative Penalty. 

16 (1) Penalty Amounts. As an alternative to any other fines and penalties 

17 applicable to a violation of Section 581 (b), any person who violates one or more of those 

18 subparagraphs shall be subject to an administrative penalty not to exceed $1,000 for each 

19 violation, for each day such violation occurs. The administrative penalty shall be assessed, 

20 enforced and collected under Section 596 of this Article. If a Responsible Party corrects a 

21 violation within the period specified in the Notice of Violation under Section 596(e)(1), the 

22 Hearing Officer shall not award administrative penalties for that violation under this Section 

23 provided that the Director has not cited the Responsible Party for the same type of violation at 

24 the same property more than twice in a 12-month period. 
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1 (2) Setting Administrative Penalty. In setting the amount of the administrative 

2 penalty, the hearing officer shall consider any one or more of the relevant circumstances_ 

3 presented by any of the parties to the case, including but not limited to the following: the 

4 nature and seriousness of the misconduct, the number of violations, the persistence of the 

5 misconduct, the length of time over which the misconduct occurred, the willfulness of the 

6 defendant's misconduct, and the defendant's assets, liabilities, and net_worth. Any penalty 

7 assessed and recovered in an action brought pursuant to this paragraph shall be paid to the 

8 City and credited to the Public Health Environmental Health Code Compliance Fund for use in 

9 enforcement and prevention of violations of this Article. In addition, such violations will not be 

1 O deemed legally abated until the property owner makes full payment of the assessment of 

11 costs and fees awarded to the City under this Article or any applicable State law. 

12 (3) Cost Recovery. In any civil proceeding filed by the City Attorney to collect 

13 administrative penalties, the Court may award the Department the costs and fees, including 

14 but not limited to attorneys' fees, authorized under this Article. Any administrative penalty 

15 assessed and recovered pursuant to this paragraph shall be paid to the City Treasurer and 

16 credited to the Public Health Environmental Health Code Compliance Fund for use in 

17 enforcement and prevention of violations of this Article. 

18 (d) Remedies under this Article 11 are non-exclusive, and the City Attorney may institute civil 

19 proceedings for injunctive and monetary relief: including civil penalties, against any person for 

20 violations o(the Health Code under any circumstances, without regard to whether a complaint has 

21 been filed or the Director has issued a Notice o(Violation or an order to abate a nuisance under 

22 Section 596(i). 

23 

24 Section 10. The Planning Code is hereby amended by revising Sections 176 and 

25 176.1, to read as follows: 
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1 SEC. 176. ENFORCEMENT AGAINST VIOLATIONS. 
( 

2 (a) Violations Unlawful. Any use, structure, lot, feature or condition in violation of this 

3 Code is hereby found and declared to be unlawful and a public nuisance. Should any permit 

4 or license have been issued that was not then in conformity with the provisions of this Code, 

5 such permit or license shall be null and void. 

6 (b) Methods of Enforcement. The Zoning Administrator shall have authority to enforce 

7 this Code against violations thereof by any of the following .actions: 

8 (1) Serving notice requiring the cessation, removal or correction of any violation 

9 of this Code upon the owner, agent or tenant of the property that is the subject of the violation, 

1 O or upon the architect, builder, contractor or other person who commits or assists in such 

11 violation; 

'1 ~ (2) Calling upon the City Attorney to maintain an action for injunction to restrain 

13 or abatement to cause the correction or removal of any such violation, and for assessment 

14 and recovery of a civil penalty for such violation as well as any attorneys' fees or costs, 

15 including but not limited to expert witness fees, incurred in maintaining such an action; 

16 (3) Calling upon the District Attorney to institute criminal proceedings in 

17 enforcement of this Code against any such violation; and 

18 (4) Calling upon the Chief of Police and authorized agents to assist in the 

19 enforcement of this Code. 

20 (c) Penalties. 

21 (1) Administrative Penalties. In the notice requiring the cessation, removal or 

22 correction of any violation of this Code, the Zoning Administrator may assess upon the 

23 responsible party an administrative penalty for each violation in an amount up to $250.00 for 

24 each day the violation continues unabated. The "responsible party" is the owner(s) of the real 

' property on which the code violation is located, as listed in the records of the San Francisco 
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1 Assessor, and the current leaseholder if different from the current owner(s) of the real 

2 property. 

3 The responsible party may request a Zoning Administrator's hearing in order to 

4 show cause why the notice requiring the cessation, removal or correction of the violation and 

5 any assessment of administrative penalties is in error and should be rescinded. The Zoning 

6 Administrator may designate a member of Department staff to act as the hearing officer in his 

7 or her place. The Department shall send a notice of the date, hour, and place of the hearing 

8 to the responsible party at the address specified in the request for hearing and to any member 

9 of the public who has expressed an interest in the matter. 

1 O The responsible party may also request that the Zoning Administrator terminate 

11 abatement proceedings under Section 176 and· refer the matter to the Director for 

12 enforcement action under the process set forth in Section 176.1 of this Code. If the Zoning 

13 Administrator determines that the enforcement case will proceed under Section 176, that 

14 determination shall be made as part of the final written decision and is not appealable 

15 separately from the decision on the merits. 

16 The responsible party may waive the right to a Zoning Administrator's hearing 

17 and proceed directly to an appeal to the Board of Appeals under Section 308.2 of this Code. 

18 Administrative penalties shall not accrue during the period of time that the matter is pending 

19 before the Zoning Administrator on a request for hearing or before the Board of Appeals on 

20 appeal. If the responsible party elects to request a Zoning Administrator's hearing, the 

21 request for hearing must be in writing and submitted to the Zoning Administrator prior to the 

22 expiration date of the Notice of Violation and Penalty. If a request for a Zoning Administrator's 

23 hearing is timely filed, any appeal to the Board of Appeals shall be from the decision of the 

24 Zoning Administrator rendered after the hearing. 

25 
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1 The Zoning Administrator or the Zoning Administrator's designee, after a full and 

2 fair consideration of the evidence and testimony received at the hearing, shall render within 

3 thirty days following the conclusion of the hearing a written decision that either rescinds the 

4 notice of violation and dismisses the proceedings, upholds the original decision, or modifies 

5 the original decision. In rendering, a decision, the Zoning Administrator orthe Zoning 

6 Administrator's designee shall consider: 

7 (A) whether the responsible party was properly identified; 

8 (B) whether the accrual dates for the administrative penalties are 

9 accurate; 

1 O (C) the amount of documented staff time spent in order to secure 

11 abatement of the violation; 

~ 2 (D) the nature of the violation; 

!13 (E) the duration of the violation; 

14 (F) efforts made by the responsible party to correct the violation; 

15 (G) the impact of the violation upon the community; 

16 (H) any instance in which the responsible party has been in violation of 

17 the same or similar laws at the same or other locations in the City and County of San 

18 Francisco; 

19 (I) the responsible party's good faith efforts to comply; 

20 (J) whether the violation is easy to correct; and 

21 (K) such other factors as the Zoning Administrator or his or her designee 

22 may consider relevant. 

23 In hearing any appeal of the Zoning Administrator's determination, the Board of 

24 Appeals shall consider the above factors. If the Board upholds the Zoning Administrator's 

, """'5 decision in whole or in part but reduces the amount of the penalty, it may not reduce the 
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1 amount of the penalty below $100.00 for each day that the violation exists, excluding the 

2 period of time that the matter has been pending either before the Zoning Administrator on a 

3 request for hearing or before the Board of Appeals on appeal. 

4 In addition to any administrative penalties imposed under this subsection (c){J ), the 

5 Zoning Administrator may recover any attornevs fees and costs. including but not limited to expert 

6 witness fees. incurred by the City in pursuing administrative remedies. The provision of 

7 administrative penalties is not intended to be punitive in nature but is intended to secure 

8 compliance with the Planning Code and to compensate the City for its costs of enforcement. 

9 (2) Civil Penalties. Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, 

1 O association, society, group or other person or legal entity that violates any provision of this 

11 Code shall be liable for the City's costs of enforcement and a civil penalty, of not less than 

12 $200.00 for each day such violation is committed or permitted to continue, which penalty shall 

13 be assessed and recovered in a civil action brought in the name of the people of the City and 

14 County of San Francisco by the City Attorney in any court of competent jurisdiction. The City 

15 Attorney may seek recovery of any attorneys' fees and costs, including but not limited to 

16 expert witness fees, incurred by the City in bringing such civil action. For civil actions to 

17 enforce Municipal Code provisions related to general advertising signs, the penalties, 

18 attorneys' fees and costs set forth in this Section 176 shall be in addition to those authorized 

19 by Section 610 of this Code. 

20 (3) Criminal Penalties. Any individual, firm, partnership, corporation, company, 

21 association, society, group or other person or legal entity that violates any provision of this 

22 Code shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be fined in 

23 an amount not less than $200.00 or be imprisoned for a period not exceeding six months or 

24 be both so fined and imprisoned. Each day such violation is committed or permitted to 

25 continue shall constitute a separate offense and shall be punishable as such hereunder. 
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1 (4) Planning Code Enforcement Fund. Any fees and penalties collected 

2 pursuant to this Section 176 shall be deposited in the Planning Code Enforcement Fund 

3 established by Administrative Code Section 10.100-166. The Planning Department, through 

4 the Planning Code Enforcement Fund, shall reimburse City departments and agencies, 

5 including the City Attorney's Office, for all costs and fees incurred in the enforcement of this 

6 Section 176. 

7 (d) Additional.Methods of Enforcement and Penalties for Violation of Sign Regulations. 

8 Violation of the general advertising sign regulations set forth in Article 6 are subject to the 

9 administrative penalties and enforcement procedures set forth in Section 610 of this Code, in 

1 O addition to those set forth in this Section 176. 

11 (e) Use of Penalties Collected. All penalties collected under this Section 176 shall be 

~? deposited in the Planning Code Enforcement Fund established in Administrative Code Section 

13 10.100.166 and shall be used for the purposes specified in that section. 

14 (j) Remedies under this Section 176 are non-exclusive, and notwithstanding subsection (b)(2), 

15 the City Attorney may at any time institute civil proceedings for injunctive and monetary relief. 

16 including civil penalties, against any person [or violations ofthe Planning Code, without regard to 

17 whether the Zoning Administrator has issued a notice of violation, instituted abatement proceedings, 

18 scheduled or held a hearing on a notice of violation, or issued a final decision. For proceedings 

19 instituted under this subsection (f). the City Attorney shall notifY the Zoning Administrator or the 

20 Planning Director. as appropriate, and collaborate, where mutually desired. on the prosecution ofthe 

21 action. The City Attorney may seek recovery of any attorneys fees and costs. including but not limited 

22 to expert witness fees, incurred by the City in bringing a proceedings under this subsection (j). 

23 

24 SEC. 176.1. ADMINISTRATIVE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES. 

) (a) Purpose and Intent. 
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1 (1) The Board of Supervisors finds that enforcement of the Planning Code is 

2 vital to ensuring the quality of life in San Francisco's neighborhoods and in the City as a 

3 whole. A comprehensive code enforcement program using a combination of judicial and 

4 administrative remedies is likely to be the most successful approach to secure compliance 

5 with Planning Code requirements. Therefore, it is in the best interests of the City and its 

6 citizens to provide an alternative method of administrative enforcement that is designed to 

7 induce compliance with the Planning Code through action by the Director to issue and record 

8 orders of abatement and assess administrative penalties. 

g (2) The alternative methods of administrative enforcement established by this 

1 o Section do not replace but rather are intended to supplement the enforcement remedies 

11 established in Section 176 and other penalties or methods of enforcement, both civil and 

12 criminal, that are authorized by law. The provision for administrative penalties is not intended 

13 to be punitive in nature but is intended to secure compliance with the Planning Code and to 

14 compensate the City for its costs of enforcement. 

15 (3) By establishing multiple enforcement mechanisms, it is intended that the 

16 Department will elect to use the mechanism most likely to achieve an expeditious and 

17 effective resolution of the violation in a particular case with the best use of the City's 

18 resources. In exercising this discretion, the Department should usually elect to use the 

19 Director's authority under this Section 176.1 in those cases where the legal or factual issues 

20 are not complex and where an interpretation of the Planning Code is not at issue, and reserve 

21 the enforcement mechanisms in Section 176 for those cases that are more complex or where 

22 interpretations of the Planning Code are at issue. 

23 (b) Authority of the Director. The Director may enforce against violations of the 

24 Planning Code through the alternative administrative remedies of this Section 176.1. The 

25 
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1 Director may designate a member of Department staff to act under his or her authority with 

2 respect to any action the Director is authorized to take in this Section 176.1. 

3 If the Department elects to use the administrative remedies of this Section, the 

4 Department must use the abatement process set forth in this Section. However, as provided 

5 in Section (d)(3) below, the Department is not precluded from pursing the alternative remedies 

6 of Section 176 if abatement of the violation has not been achieved under this Section 176.1. 

7 In addition, the Department's election of this process shall not affect the City Attorney's 

8 Charter authority to pursue a civil action. If the City Attorney filed a civil action against the 

9 property prior to the Director's issuance of the notice of violation under this Section 176.1, at 

1 O the City Attorney's election the process under this Section 176.1 shall be terminated and 

11 abatement of the alleged violations shall be pursued by the City Attorney in the ongoing civil 

12 action. 

1.3 * * * 

14 a> Remedies under this Section 176.1 are non-exclusive, and the City Attorney may at any time 

15 institute civil proceedings for iniunctive and monetary relief: including civil penalties, against any 

16 person for violations o(the Planning Code, without regard to whether the Planning Director has issued 

17 a notice of violation, scheduled or held a hearing on a notice of violation, issued an order of abatement 

18 and/or an assessment of administrative penalties, or whether an appeal has been filed or decided 

19 

20 Section 11. The Administrative Code is hereby amended by adding Chapter 2A, 

21 Article XXIV, Sections 2A.320 and 2A.321, to read as follows: 

22 ARTICLE XXIV: CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES 

23 SEC. 2A.320. REPORTING OF CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES. 

24 (a) This Section 2A.320 shall apply to the Department ofBuildinglnspection, the Health 

.... , Department, the Fire Department, and the Planning Department. 
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. 1 (k) All departments made subject to this Section bv subsection (a) shall submit a quarterly 

2 report to the Mayor and the Board o(Supervisors regarding the department's code enfOrcement 

3 activities, in a format to be developed by City Administrator, in consultation with the Director o(the 

4 Department o(Buildinglnspection, the Health Director, the Planning Director. and the Fire Chief 

5 Nothing in this Section 2A.320 shall be construed to require the City or anv department to waive any 

6 applicable attorney-client communication or attorney work product privilege. 

7 {c) For every case referred to a hearing by the department pursuant to the procedures set forth 

8 in Building Code Section 102A, or similar hearing under the Health, Fire, or Planning Codes, the 

9 report shall disclose: 

1 O O) Whether the matter has been resolved. the violations abated, and the penalties. 

11 along with any fees and costs, paid; 

. 12 (2) Whether the matter has been or will be referred to the City Attorney (or review and 

13 possible litigation; and. if appropriate, 

14 (3) Other detailed explanation of how the matter is being handled 

15 

16 SEC. 2A.321. MODEL CODE ENFORCEMENT FORMS. 

17 No later than July 1. 2016. the City Administrator. in consultation with the Director o[the 

18 Department of Building Inspection, the Health Director, and the Fire Chief: and the heads of other 

19 interested City departments and agencies, shall prepare model forms (or the Notice of Violation, 

20 Hearing Notice, and Administrative Order referenced in Building Code Section 102A. All City 

21 departments and agencies (allowing the procedures o(Building Code Section 102A, and the Fire 

22 Department and the Health Department, thereafter shall base their Notice of Violation, Hearing 

23 Notice, and Administrative Order on the model forms prepared by the City Administrator, although the 

24 departments may modify the model (orms to meet their own operational needs. 

25 
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1 Section 12. Effective and Operative Dates. This ordinance shall become effective 

2 30 days after enactment. Enactment occurs when the Mayor signs the ordinance, the Mayor 

3 returns the ordinance unsigned or does not sign the ordinance within ten days of receiving it, 

4 or the Board of Supervisors overrides the Mayor's veto of the ordinance. 

5 This ordinance shall become operative on June 1, 2016. 

6 

7 Section 13. Scope of Ordinance. In enacting this ordinance, the Board of Supervisors 

8 intends to amend only those words, phrases, paragraphs, subsections, sections, articles, 

9 · numbers, punctuation marks, charts, diagrams, or any other constituent parts of the Municipal 

1 O Code that are explicitly shown in this ordinance as additions, deletions, Board amendment 

11 additions, and Board amendment deletions in accordance with the "Note" that appears under 

"2 the official title of the ordinance. 

13 

14 Section 14. Undertaking for the General Welfare. In enacting and implementing this 

15 ordinance, the City is assuming an undertaking only to promote the general welfare. It is not 

16 assuming, nor is it imposing on its officers and employees, an obligation for breach of which it 

17 is liable in money damages to any person who claims that such breach proximately caused 

18 injury. 

19 

20 I I I 

21 I I I 

22 I I I 

23 I I I 

24 I I I 

1 I I I 
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1 Section 15. Severability. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or word 

· 2 of this ordinance, or any application thereof to any person or circumstance, is held to be 

3 invalid or unconstitutional by a decision of a court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 

4 shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions or applications of the ordinance. The 

5 Board of Supervisors hereby declares that it would have passed this ordinance and each and 

6 every section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, and word not declared invalid or 

7 unconstitutional without regard to whether any other portion of this ordinance or application 

8 thereof would be subsequently declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
DENNIS J. HERRERA, City Attorney 

By: \ ,"-~~-A&~~ 
THOMAS J. OWEN 
DepuWCity Attorney 
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FILE NO. 151085 

REVISED LEGISLATIVE DIGEST 

(3/22/2016, Substituted) 

[Various Codes - Code Enforcement Procedures] 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement procedures 
for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to require 
departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the City . 
Administrator to coordinate the preparation of model Citywide forms for code 
enforcement proceedings; setting an operative date of June 1, 2016; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; 
and making findings of consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority 
policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

Existing Law 

The City has a number of Municipal Codes that apply to buildings and property, 
including the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, Planning, and 
Administrative Codes. These Codes include enforcement procedures that may differ from 
Code to Code. 

Amendments to Current Law 

The proposal is an ordinance that would amend the Building, Housing, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Fire, Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of these Codes as they relate to buildings and property. 

The proposal would re-state and clarify the enforcement provisions of the Building 
Code. [Section 4] It would require the building official to hold a hearing on a notice of 
violation within 60 days of the deadline for correction of the violations, unless the building 
owner had made substantial progress in correcting the violations. It would reduce the period 
of time allowed for correction of violations following an administrative order from 360 days to 
180 days from permit issuance. It would reduce the amount of time allowed as an extension 
of that deadline from 360 days to 90 days. And it would add a provision stating that the City 
Attorney may go to court for injunctive and monetary relief, including civil penalties, at any 
time for violations of the Code, without regard to whether the department has instituted 
administrative proceedings for those violations or the status of any such proceedings. 

The Housing, Electrical, and Plumbing Codes adopt the enforcement provisions of the 
Building Code. All of these codes are enforced by the Department of Building Inspection. 
The proposal would amend the Housing, Electrical, and Plumbing Codes to make clear that 
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they incorporate the revised procedures in the Building Code. [Sections 5, 6. and 7, 
respectively] It would revise the Housing Code to provide that any building determined to be 
substandard under the Code is a nuisance. [Section 5] 

The proposal would make changes to the enforcement provisions of the Fire Code and 
the Health Code similar to those made to the Building Code. [Sections 8 and 9, respectively] 
The Fire Code would distinguish between priority complaints, for violations presenting 
immediate life safety issues, and standard complaints, for all other Fire Code violations. 
[Section 8] 

The proposal would amend the Planning Code to make explicit that the City Attorney 
may go to court for injunctive and monetary relief, including civil penalties, at any time for 
violations of the Planning Code, without regard to whether Planning has instituted 
administrative proceedings for those violations or the status of any such proceedings. 
[Section 1 O] 

The proposal would amend the Administrative Code to add two new requirements 
related to code enforcement activities by the City. [Section 11] First, the Department of 
Building Inspection, the Health Department, the Fire Department, and the Planning 
Department would be required to submit a quarterly report to the Mayor and the Board of 
Supervisors regarding the department's code enforcement activities, including information 
specified in the ordinance for each case referred to a director's hearing. Second, the proposal 
would direct the City Administrator, in consultation with the Director of the Department of 
Building Inspection, the Health Director, and the Fire Chief, to develop model forms to be 
used by City departments as the basis for their own code enforcement forms. 

If adopted, the proposal would become operative on June 1, 2016. 

Background Information 

The proposed enforcement procedures are consistent with those already used by the 
Department of Building Inspection under the Housing Code. 

n:\legana\as2015\1500605\01091616.docx 
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Edwin M. Lee 
Mayor 

COMMISSION 

Angus McCarthy 
President 

Myrna Melgar 
Vice-President 

Kevin Clinch 
Gail Gilman 
John Konstin 
Frank Lee 
Debra Walker 

Sonya Harris 
Secretary 

Tom C. Hui 
Director 

-.. · : -... - . ,.,._ ·:-~. - :. 

BUILDING INSPECTION COMMISSION (BIG 

Department of Building Inspection Voice (415) 558-6164- Fax (415) 558-6509 
1660 Mission Street, San Francisco, California 94103-2414 

March 22, 2016 

Ms. Angela Calvillo 
Clerk of the Board 

(REVISED LETTER - 03/22/16} 

Board of Supervisors, City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4694 

RE: File No. 151085-3 

Dear Ms. Calvillo: 

RE: Ordinance (File No. 151085-3} amending the Building, Housing, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes 
to clarify and standardize enforcement procedures for violations of 
Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to require 
departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to ,direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide 
forms for code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning 
Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality 
Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the 
eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The Building Inspection Commission met and held a public hearing on 
March 16, 2016 regarding File No. 151085-3 on the proposed amendment to 
the San Francisco Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes referenced above. The Commissioners 
voted unanimously to support this proposed amendment. 

The Commissioners voted as follows: 

President McCarthy 
Commissioner Clinch 
Commissioner Konstin 
Commissioner Walker 

Yes Vice-President Melgar 
Yes Commissioner Gilman 
Yes Commissioner Lee 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me at 558-6164. 
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.· .· ·" .... 

Sincerely) 

s:i1o~ 
Sonya Harris 
Commission Secretary 

cc: Tom C. Hui, S.E., Director 
Supervisor Scott Wiener 
Board of Supervisors 
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BOARD: of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
Dr;. Carlton: B. Gbodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102..46S9 
tel. No •.. 554-5184 
Fax NO'. 55~5163. 

TDD/TTY No. 55445227. 

File No. 151085'-2 

SC1rafl .Jones 
Environmental· Review Offfoer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mi$sion Street •. Ste. 400 
San Franci$co,, CA 94103: · 

Dear Ms. Jone:s: 

On Jan~ary-2a; 2016, Super.iisor Wiener-introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 15108!>-2 

On;Hnance: amending the Builc;ii.ng, H0t1sibg, Electrica:I, Plumbing,_ Fire, . Health, 
Planning, and A(lri1inlstrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
pro:cedures fdr violations of Municipal Oodes relatfng .. te5 buildings and property, to 
requj're' c;Jepa:rtmetits tc;r report on coqe. enforcement actiVitiesi an:d. to direct the 
City Admin,istrator to· coordinate· the pteparation of stahdatd Citywide· 'forms for 
code· erffort:ement proceedings; afffttning the P'fanhlng · Department's 
.detetmlnation under the Callforrtia Environmental · Quality Act; and mal<ing: 
finoingi;> of consist~ncy with the .. Genera.1 Plan~ gnd the eight 1:»riorify policies of 
Planning God'.e~ ?ection 101.1 .. 

This leglstatlon is beih9 transmitted toyou for emiironm~ntar review. 

Angela Gaivlllo, Clerk of the Soard 

Ji~ . 
By: Alisa Sonieta, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachi:n.~nt 
Not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines 
Sections 15378 and 15060(c) (2) because it does 
not result in a physical change in the 
environment. 

c: Joy Navarrete-, Environmental Planni~g 
Jeanie Pqling, Environmental Plalihirtg 

J Oy '" Digitally signed by Joy Navarrete 
DN: cn=Joy Navarrete, o=Plannlng, 

.. ou=Environmental Planning, 

Nava r re t e. , .... · i:U'~'~J~y.navarrete@sfgov.org, 
3 g 1 Date: 2016.02.08 13:58:30 --08'00' 



Sarah Jon$$ 
Envir6ntnental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
·1 esiJ Mission .street, Ste. 400 
.San Franci$co, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

~ile Np.151085 

On October 20, 20'1'5; $upervis.or Wf~n~r IntroduGed the following proposed legislation: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinan~e ~mendjqg the a.uilding, Hcntsfag5 Electric.al, Plumbing, Fire, 
Healtli~. Planning_, and A~ministrative. Codes to clar.iJy and standardiz~ 
enft>tceme:nt procedures. for violations -of ·M.unJcipal .Codes relating to 
bulldfn·gs and ptopertyf 'to te·quire depattm.ents to rep.ort on code 
enforcerrumt a9t~viti~$~· and ·to ;direct tb~ City Administrator to co.ordinate 
··the preparatihn of ste_n,da.rd -<;itywide ff>rms· for .code enforcement 
proceedings; affirming ·the Planning o·epartmenf:s deterrhiliation UJlder the 
C~Iifornia Envlronment~l ·Quality Act: and making findings of consistency 
with the General P,la1;1_, ;ind the· -~ight. priority polJ<:<ie$ of Plannirm Code:p. 
Section 101 .1. 

This Jegfslation is .belng·transmitted to you for environmental review . 

· Attachment 

. Angela Calvillo) ·Clerk nf the Board 

~[;) 
By: Alisa Soritera •. Assistant Clerk . 

Land Us.e· ahd ltansportation Committee 

Not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines 

Sections 15378 and 15060 (c) (2) because it does 

o: Joy Navarreter Environmental Pfanning not result in a physical change in the 

Jeanie. Po.ling
1
, Environmental Plantiing environment. 

; ; Digitally signed by Joy Navarrete 

J N 
·; DN: cn=Joy Navarrete, o=Planning, oy ava rrete'~u=En~ironmental Planning, 

.• .. · email=Joy.navarrete@sfgov.org, c=US 
,-;/ Date: 2015.11.23 11:59:28-08'00' 392 ... -



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 · 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

February 1, 2016 

File No. 151085-2 

On January 26, 2016, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 151085-2 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

By: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Plannin·g 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

February t 2016 

Ms. Angela Calvillo, Clerk 
Honorable Supervisor Wiener 
Board of Supervisors 
City and County of San Francisco 
City Hall, Room 244 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Re: Transmittal of Planning Department Case Number 2015-01458SPCA: 

Code Enforcement Procedures 

Board File No. 151085 

Planning Commission Recommendation: Approval 

Dear Ms. Calvillo and Supervisor Wiener, 

On January 28, 2016 the Planning Commission conducted duly noticed public hearings at 
regularly scheduled meetings to consider the proposed Ordinance that would amend Planning 
Code Sections 176 and 176.1, introduced by Supervisor Wiener. At the hearing the Planning 
Commission recommended approval of the Ordinance. 

The proposed amendments are not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c) 
and 15378 because they do not result in a physical change in the environment. 

Please find attached documents relating to the actions of the Commission. If you have any 
questions ot require further information please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Aaron D. Starr 
Manage of Legislative Affairs 

cc: 
Thomas J. Owen, Deputy City Attorney· 
Jeff Cretan, Aide to Supervisor Wiener 
Andrea Ausberry, Office of the Clerk of the Board 

www.sfplanning.org 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Project Name: 
Case Number: 
Initiated by: 
Staff Contact: 

Reviewed by: 

Planning Commission 
Resolution No~ 19554 

HEARING DATE JANUARY 28, 2016 

Code Enforcement Procedures 
2015-014588PCA [Board File No. 151085] 

Supervisor Wiener I Introduced October 20, 2015 

Diego R Sanchez, Legislative Affairs 
diego.sanchez@sfgov.org, 415-575-9082 

Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs 
aarm;i.starr@sfgov.org, 415-558-6362 

1650 Mission St 
Suite 400 
San Francisco, 
CA 94103-2479 

Reception: 
415.558~6378 

Fax: 
415.558.6409 

Planning 
Information: 
415.558.6377 

RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT A PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND THE BUILDING, HOUSING, ELECTRICAL, 
PLUMBING, FIRE, HEALTH, PLANNING AND ADMINISTRATIVE CODES TO CLARIFY AND 
STANDARDIZE ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURES FOR VIOLATIONS OF MUNICIPAL 
CODES RELATING TO BUILDINGS AND PROPERTY, TO REQUIRES DEPARTMENTS TO 
REPORT ON CODE ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES, AND TO DIRECT THE CITY 
ADMINISTRATOR TO CCORDINATE THE PREPARATION OF STANDARD CITYWIDE 
FORMS FOR CODE ENFORCEMENT PROCEEDINGS; AFFIRMING THE PLANNING 
DEAPRTMENT'S DETERMINATION UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL 
QUApTY ACT; AND MAKING FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY WITH THE GENERAL PLAN, 
AND THE EIGHT PRIORITY POLICIES OF PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1. 

WHEREAS, on October 20, 2015 Supervisor Wiener introduced a proposed Ordinance under Board of 
Supervisors (hereinafter "Board") File Number 151085, which would amend the Building, Housing, 
Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, Planning and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to require 
departments to report on coc:Ie enforcement activities, and to direct th~ City Administrator to coordinate 
the preparation of standard Citywide forms for code enforcement proceedings; 

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission (hereinafter "Commission") conducted a duly noticed public 
hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance on January 28, 2016; and, 

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance has been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental 
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Sections 15060(c)(2) and 15378; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the 
public hearing and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of 
Department staff and other interested parties; and 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Resolution No. 19554 
January 28, 2016 

CASE NO. 2015-014588PCA 
Code Enforcement Procedures 

WHEREAS, all pertinent do~ents may be found in tht:; ~iles of the Department, as .the custodian of 
records, at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance; and 

MOVED, that the Planning Commission hereby recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve the 
proposed ordinance. 

FINDINGS. 
Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having heard all testimony and 
arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows: 

1. The efficient use of public re~our~es for Planning Code enforcement activities requires 
coordination between all City departments and agencies tasked with that duty. 

2. Periodic reporting on those enforcement efforts. will help interested parties track trends in 
enforcement activitie~. It may also inform future decisions on resource allocation to particular 
enforcement activities. 

3. Amendments to the Planning Code that facilitate coordinated Planning Code enforcement efforts 
and require periodic reporting on those efforts should be adopted as a measure of good 
governance. 

4. Ge~eral Plan Complianc.e. The proposed Ordinance is consistent with the following Objectives 
and Policies of the General Plan: 

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT 
OBJECTIVEl 
MANAGE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CHANGE TO ENSURE ENHANCEMENT OF THE 
TOTAL CITY LIVING AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT. 

Policy 1.2 
Assure that all commercial and industrial uses meet minimum, reasonable performance 
standards. 

The proposed Ordinance can assist coordinate the Planning Code enforcement activities of the Planning 
Department and the City Attorney's Office as they relate to commercial and industrial uses complying 
with required performance standards. 

HOUSING ELEMENT 
OBJECTIVE2 
RETAIN EXISTING HOUSING UNITS, AND PROMOTE SAFETY AND MAINTENANCE 
STANDARDS, WITHOUT JEOPARDIZING AFFORDABILITY. 

Policy2.6 

• SAN FRANCISCO 2 PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
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Resolution No. 19554 
January 28, 2016 

CASE NO. 2015-014588PCA 
Code Enforcement Procedures 

Ensure housing supply is not converted to de facto commercial use. through short-term rentals. 

The proposed Ordinance can assist in the coordination of the City Attorney's Office Planning Code 
enforcement activities as they relate to compliance with regulations on the short-term rental of housing 
units. 

5. Planning Code Section 101 Findings. The proposed amendments to the Planning C~~e are 
consistent with the eight Priority Policies set forth in Section 101.l(b) of the Planning Code in 
that: 

1. That existing neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future 
opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced; 

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on neighborhood serving retail uses and will 
not have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in a:nd ownership of neighborhood
serving retail because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney's office. 

2. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to 
preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods; 

The proposed Ordinance would .not have a negative effect on housing or .neighborhood character 
because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney's office. 

3. That the City's supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced; 

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's supply of affordable housing· 
because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney'~ office. 

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or 
neighborhood parking; 

The· proposed Ordinance would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or 
overburdening the streets or ne.ighborhood parking because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of 
the City Attorney's office. 

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors 
from displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for 
resident employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced; 

· The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sectors due to office 
development, and future opportunities for resident emplayment or ownership in these sectors would 
not be impaired because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney's office. 

6. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of life in an 
earthquake; 

SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 3 
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Resolution No.19554 
January 28, 2016 

CASE NO. 2015-014588PCA 
Code Enforcement Procedures 

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on City's preparedness against injury and 
lass of life in an earthquake because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney's 
office. 

7. That the land~arks arid historic buildings be preserved; 

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's Landmarks and historic 
buildings because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney's office. 

8. That our parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from 
development; · 

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adv'erse effect on the City's parks .and open space and their 
access to sunlight and vistas because it concerns the code enforcement abilities of the City Attorney's 
office. 

8. Planning Code Section 302 Findings. The Planning Commission finds from the facts presented 
that the public necessity, convenience and general welfare require the proposed amendments to 
the Planning Code as set forth in Section 302. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby recommends that the Board ADOPT 
the proposed Ordinance described in this Resolution. 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on January 
28, 2016. 

{\ 
\ 

~(f;;:µ-
Jonas P. Ionin 
Commission Secretary 

AYES: Commissioners Antonini, Fong, Hillis, Moore, Richards and Wu 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: Commissioner Johnson 

ADOPTED: January 28, 2016 

SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 
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SAN FRANCISCO 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

Project Name: 
Case Number: 
Initiated by: 
Staff Contact: 

Reviewed by: 

Executive Summary 
Planning Code Text Amendment 

HEARING DATE: JANUARY 28, 2016 

Code Enforcement Procedures 
2015-014588PCA [Board File No. 151085] 

Supervisor Wiener I Introduced October 20, 2015 
Diego R Sanchez, Legislative Affairs 
diego.sanchez@sfgov.org, 415-575-9082 

1650 Misslon St 
Suite 4-00. 
san Francisco,. 
CA 94103-2479 

R~cepijon: 

415.558~6378 

Fax: 
415;~58~6409 

Planning 
lnfcirmation: 
415.558.6377 

Recommendation: 

Aaron Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs 

aaron.starr®sfgov.org, 415-558-6362 
Recommend Approval 

PLANNING CODE AMENDMENT 

The proposed Ordinance would amend the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement procedures for violations of 
Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to require deparbnents to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard 
Citywide forms for code enforcement proceedings. 

The Way It Is Now: 
1. The Planning Code is silent on the City Attorney's ability to begin civil proceedings for injunctive 

and monetary relief against any person for violations of the Planning Code. This is irrespective of 
whether the Zoning Administrator or the Planning Director has begun the enforcement process or 
not. 

2. The Planning Deparbnent is not required to submit periodic reports to the Mayor and Board of 
Supervisors regarding its code enforcement activities. 

The Way It Would Be: 
1. The Planning Code would be amended to state that the City Attorney may begin civil proceedings for 

injunctive and monetary relief against any person for violations _of the Planning Code. This would be 
without regard to whether the Zoning Administrator or the Planning Director has begun the 
enforcement process. However, the City Attorney would be required to notify the Zoning 
Administrator or Planning Director of its enforcement actions and to collaborate, where mutually 
desired, on those actions. 

2. The Planning Deparbnent would be required to submit quarterly reports to the Mayor and Board of 
Supervisors regarding its code enforcement activities. 

www.sfplanning.org 
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Executive Summary 
Hearing Date: January 28, 2016 

ISSUES AND CONSIDERATIONS 

Code Enforcement Practices 
Planning Department 

CASE NO. 2015-014588PCA 
Code Enforcement Procedures 

The Planning Department's Code Enforcement team seeks to maintain and improve the quality of life in 
San Francisco by ensuring compliance with the City's Planning Code. It does this through responding to 
complaints of potential Planning Code violations. 

When a complaint is received it is assigned to an Enforcement Planner. If there is evidence that a 
Planning Code violation may have occurred, the Enforcement Planner will notify the responsible party. 
Should the Enforcement Planner confirm that a violation has occurred, subsequent notice will be sent to 
the responsible parties. If the notice of violation is not appealed or the violation continues, administrative 
penalties may be assessed and further action will be taken. 

During each step of the enforcement process, the Enforcement Planner attempts to have the responsible 
party correct the violation and come into compliance with the Planning Code. The overriding motivation 
is not punitive but corrective. While this is a preferred outlook to enforcement activities, at times it 
re~ults in a lengthy process. It is therefore important for the Planning Department to track and report on 
it~ code enforcement efforts, especially for protracted cases. 

City Attorney's Office 
The San Francisco City Attorney's Office may also assume enforcement duties as they relate to violations 
of the City's codes. In particular the City Attorney's Office employs staff that investigates and pursues 
_violations of the City's building, fire, health, safety and planning codes. Typically the City Attorney's 
Office will await a referral from the Planning Department on an enforcement case before it begins its 
investigations. However, in certain cases the City Attorney's Office may begin investigations and actions 
without this referral. 

Given this overlap in duties, it is important that the Planning Department and the City Attorney's office 
coordinate any enforcement efforts. This is especially true given that the Planning Code requires the 
Planning Department to reimburse City departments and agencies, including the City Attorney's Office, 
for costs incurred with enforcement of the Planning Code.1 Careful coordination and open 
communication will avoid duplicative efforts and promote the efficient expenditure of public resources. 

Planning Department Reporting . 
The Planning Department's Code Enforcement team currently provides the Office of the Controller with 
quarterly reports. These reports provide information on the number of code enforcement cases the 
Department is reviewing as well as the number of cases closed during the quarter. When an enforcement 
case is successfully abatement or resolved, the case is closed and reco:r;ded as such. fu this way, the 
existing reporting tracks the caseload of the Department and how quickly cases are resolved. fuformation · 
such as the number and frequency of a particular type of complaint or the date enforcement actions 

1 Planning Code Section 176(c)(4). 
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Executive Summary 
Hearing Date: January 28, 2016 

CASE NO. 2015-014588PCA 
Code Enforcement Procedures 

commenced is not currently reported. Titls type of information could be included in any new reporting 
requirements. 

REQUIRED COMMISSION ACTION 

The proposed Ordinance is before the Commission so that it may recommend adoption, rejection, or 
adoption with modifications to the Board of Supervisors. 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Department recommends that the Commission recommend approval of. the proposed Ordinance and 
adopt the attached Draft Resolution to that effect. 

BASIS FOR RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning Department supports the proposed Ordinance because it is a minor amendment that 
clarifies and improves the enforcement activities of the Department and the City Attorney's Office. The 
proposed Ordinance will make explicit the CityAttorney's existing ability to enforce on violations of the 
Planning Code. Titls provision further empowers the City, allowing immediate action against repeat 
offenders and accelerating the resolution of the most egregious cases. The proposed Ordinance also 
contains language that reinforces the need to coordinate enforcement efforts between the two city 
agencies. This can help the Planning Department manage its resources and expenditures· on code 
enforcement activities. The quarterly reporting requirement will heip track trends in enforcement 
activities. This will aid in the allocation of resources for those activities and inform future enforcement 
policy direction and code amendments. In all, the proposed Ordinance represents a move toward 
effective enforcement of the Planning Code. 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

'The proposed amendments are not defined as a project under CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(c) and 
15378 because they do not result in a physical change in the environment. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

As of the date of this report, the Planning Department has not received any public comment regarding the 
proposed Ordinance. 

I RECOMMENDATION: Recommendation of Approval 

Attachments: 
Exhibit A: 
ExhibitB: · 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Draft Plmmmg Commission Resolution 
Board of Supervisors File No. 151085 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

March 29, 2016 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDffTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 151085 

On March 22, 2016, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the preparation of standard Citywide model forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; setting an operative date of June 1, 2016; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and 
the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

~~ 
By: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Tom Hui, Director, Department of Building Inspection 
Sonya Harris, Secretary, Building Inspection Commission 

FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: March 29, 2016 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following substitute legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on March 22, 2016: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the preparation of standard Citywide model forms for code enforcement 

·proceedings; setting an operative date of June 1, 2016; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and 
the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter, Section D3. 750-5, for 
public hearing and recommendation. It is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

Please forward me the Commission's recommendation and reports at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 or by email at: andrea.ausberry@sfgov.org ' 

c: William· Strawn, Department of Building Inspection 
Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building Inspection 

404 



- : i 

City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDffTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Naomi Kelly, City Administrator, Office of the City Administrator 
Joanne Hayes-White, Chief, Fire Department 
Carmen Chu, Assessor-Recorder, Office of the Assessor-Recorder 
B.arbara A. Garcia, Director, Department of Public Health 

FROM: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: March 29, 2016 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following substitute legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on March 22, 2016: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of· Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the preparation of standard Citywide model forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; setting an operative date of June 1, 2016; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and 
the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: andrea.ausberry@sfgov.org 

c: Kelly Alves, Fire Department 
Edward McCaffrey, Office of the Assessor-Recorder 
Greg Wagner, Department of Public Health 
Colleen Chawla, Department of Public Health 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Planning Commission 
Attn: Jonas lonin 
1650 Mission Street,· Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Commissioners: 

.•. --· .. , i 

March 28, 2016 

On March 22, 2016, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 151085-4 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the preparation of standard Citywide model forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; setting an operative date of June 1, 2016; and affirming the 
Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental 
Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, and 
the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code, Section 
302(b), for public hearing and recommendation. The ordinance is pending before the 
Land Use and Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt 
of your response. 

Angela Calvillo; Clerk of the Board 

.cA~ 
By: Andrea Ausberry, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

c: John Rahaim, Director of Planning 
Aaron Starr, Acting Manager of Legislative Affairs 
Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Jones, Chief, Major Environmental Analysis 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 

406 



BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmental Review Officer · 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

March 4, 2016 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 151085-3 

On March 1, 2016, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 151085-3 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations. of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

~ 
By: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 

TO: 

Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

Tom Hui, Director, Department of Building Inspection 
Sonya Harris, Secretary, Building Inspection Commission 

FROM: ..\.\'Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
(jj Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: March 4, 2016 

SUBJECT: SUBSTITUTE LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee. has received the 
following substitute legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener ori March 1, 2016: 

File No. 151085-3 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and · making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter, Section 03.750-5, for 
public hearing and recommendation. It is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled . for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

Please forward me the Commission's recommendation and reports at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 or by email at: alisa.somera@sfgov.org. 

c: William Strawn, Department of Building Inspection 
Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building Inspection 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Naomi Kelly, City Administrator 
Joanne Hayes-White, Chief, Fire Department 
Carmen Chu, Assessor-Recorder 
Barbara A. Garcia, Director, Department of Public Health 

FROM: J' Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
()} Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: March 4, 2016 

SUBJECT: SUBSTITUTE LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Tran~portation Committee has received the 
following substitute legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on March 1, 2016: 

File No. 151085-3 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

If you have comments or reports to be inCluded with the file, please forward them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: alisa.somera@sfgov.org. 

c: Kelly Alves, Fire Department 
Edward McCaffrey, Office of the Assesor-Recorder 
Greg Wagner, CEO, Department of Public Health 
Colleen Chawla, Department of Public Health 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Planning Commission 
Attn: Jonas lonin 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Commissioners: 

.·.. ~- --- - ::: ·-- .::-::... .. ---

March 4, 2016 

On March 1, 2016,· Supervisor Wiener introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 151085-3 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing,· Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental . Quality Act; and making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code, Section 
302(b), for public hearing and recommendation. The ordinance is· pending before the 
Land Use and Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt 
of your response. · 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

Cf~ 
By: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

c: John Rahaim, Director of Planning 
Aaron Starr, Acting Manager of Legislative Affairs 
Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Jones, Chief, Major Environmental Analysis 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Tom Hui, Director, Department of Building Inspection 
Sonya Harris, Secretary, Building Inspection Commission 

FROM: ..\.\'Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
(j) Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: February 1, 2016 

SUBJECT: SUBSTITUTE LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following su!Jstitute legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on January 26, 2016: 

File No. 151085-2 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative .Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. · 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter, Section 03.750-5, for 
public hearing and recommendation. It is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

Please forward me the Commission's recommendation and reports at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 or by email at: alisa.somera@sfgov.org. 

c: William Strawn, Department of Building Inspection 
. Carolyn Jayin, Departm~nt of Building Inspection 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Planning Commission 
Attn: Jonas lonin 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Commissioners: 

February 1, 2016 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

On January 26, 2016, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following substitute legislation: 

File No. 151085-2 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, Planning, 
and Administrative. Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement procedures for 
violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to require departments 
to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to 
coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California 
Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan, 
and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302(b), for 
public hearing and recommendation. The ordinance is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your response. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

By: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

c: John Rahaim, Director of Planning 
Aaron Starr, Acting Manager of Legislative Affairs 
Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Jones, Chief, Major Environmental Analysis 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
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TO: 

. : l 

City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

Naomi Kelly, City Administrator 
Joanne Hayes-White, Chief, Fire Department 
Carmen Chu, Assessor-Recorder 
Barbara A. Garcia, Director, Department of Public Health 

FROM: ~Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
C}j Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: February 1, 2016 

SUBJECT: SUBSTITUTE LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Sup~rvisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following substitute legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on January 26, 2016: 

File No. 151085-2 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating .to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 
findings of consistency with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forward them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: alisa.somera@sfgov.org. 

c: Kelly Alves, Fire Department 
Edward McCaffrey, Office of the Assesor-Recorder 
Greg Wagner, CEO, Department of Public Health 
Colleen Chawla, Department of Public Health 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Sarah Jones 
Environmental Review Officer 
Planning Department 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

October 27, 2015 

City Hall 
Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

File No. 151085 

·on October 20, 2015, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following proposed legislation: 

File No .. 151085 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical,. Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the preparation of standard Citywide forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's determination under the 
California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of consistency 
with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, 
Section 101.1. 

This legislation is being transmitted to you for environmental review. 

Angela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

~Q 
By: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 

Land Use and Transportation Committee 

Attachment 

c: Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning· 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

Planning Commission 
Attn: Jonas lonin 
1650 Mission Street, Ste. 400 
San Francisco, CA 94103 

Dear Commissioners: 

---· I 

October 27, 2015 

. I 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

On October 20, 2015, Supervisor Wiener introduced the following legislation: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, 
Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize enforcement 
procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and property, to 
require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the 
City Administrator to coordinate the preparation of standard Citywide forms for 
code enforcement proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's 
determination under the California Environmental Quality Act; and making 

· findings of consistency with the General P'an, and the eight priority policies of 
Planning Code, Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Planning Code, Section 302(b), for 
public hearing and recommendation. The ordinance is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your response. 

Angela Calvillo, Cferk of the Board 

By: Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
Land Use and Transportation Committee 

c: John Rahaim, Director of Planning 
Aaron Starr, Acting Manager of Legislative Affairs 
Scott Sanchez, Zoning Administrator 
Sarah Jones, Chief, Major Environmental Analysis 
AnMarie Rodgers, Legislative Affairs 
Jeanie Poling, Environmental Planning 
Joy Navarrete, Environmental Planning 
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BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTYNo. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Tom Hui, Director, Department of Building Inspection 
Sonya Harris, Secretary, Building Inspection Commission 

FROM: A.\\Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
\}) .Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: October 27, 2015 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on October 20, 2015: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinance. amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the · preparation of standard Citywide forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's determination under the 
California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of consistency 
with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, 
Section 101.1. 

The proposed ordinance is being transmitted pursuant to Charter, Section D3.750-5, for 
public hearing and recommendation. It is pending before the Land Use and 
Transportation Committee and will be scheduled for hearing upon receipt of your 
response. 

Please forward me the Commission's recommendation and reports at the Board of 
Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San Francisco, CA 
94102 _or by email at: alisa.somera@sfgov.org. 

c: William Strawn, Department of Building Inspection 
Carolyn Jayin, Department of Building Inspection 
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City Hall 

BOARD of SUPERVISORS 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDD/TTY No. 554-5227 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Joanne Hayes-White, Chief, Fire Department 
Barbara A. Garcia, Director, Departmpent of Public Health 

FROM: _\{\Alisa Somera, Assistant Clerk 
\]}- 'Land Use and Transportation Committee 

DATE: October 27, 2015 

SUBJECT: LEGISLATION INTRODUCED 

The Board of Supervisors' Land Use and Transportation Committee has received the 
following proposed legislation, introduced by Supervisor Wiener on October 27, 2015: 

File No. 151085 

Ordinance amending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, 
Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes to clarify and standardize 
enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to 
buildings and property, to require departments to report on code 
enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to coordinate 
the . preparation of standard Citywide forms for code enforcement 
proceedings; affirming the Planning Department's determination under the 
California Environmental Quality Act; and making findings of consistency 
with the General Plan, and the eight priority policies of Planning Code, 
Section 101.1. 

If you have comments or reports to be included with the file, please forwa.rd them to me 
at the Board of Supervisors, City Hall, Room 244, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, San 
Francisco, CA 94102 or by email at: alisa.somera@sfgov.org. 

c: Kelly Alves, Secretary, Fire Department 
Greg Wagner, CEO, Public Health 
Colleen Chawla, Deputy Director of Policy and Planning 
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Somera, Alisa (BOS) 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Thomas.Owen@sfgov.org 
Monday, February 01, 2016 1:59 PM 
Somera, Alisa (BOS) 
Givner, Jon (CAT) 
Re: 151085: Confirm No Fee Ad Required 

.... ! 

The legislation does not add or increase any fees so as to require a fee notice. It does refer to 
recovery of attorneys fees, costs of enforcement, etc., as additional penalties. 

From: "Somera, Alisa (BOS)" <alisa.somera@sfgov.org> 
To: "Givner, Jon (CAT)" <jon.givner@sfgov.org>, "Owen, Thomas (CAT)" <thomas.owen@sfgov.org>, 
Date: ' 02/01/201612:10 PM 
Subject: 151085: Confirm No Fee Ad Required 

Hi Jon, Tom ... 

I would just like your confirmation that No Fee Ad is required for File No. 151085 {Various Codes - Code Enforcement Procedures) 
since the "fees" referenced throughout the legislation are in fact "penalties" and "recovery costs" for code enforcement violations. 

Please confirm. 

A~ So-wterOL1 
Assistant Clerk 
San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
415.554.4447 direct I 415.554.5163 fax 
alisa.somera@sfgov.org 

• •ocnck HERE to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form. 

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Boa.rd of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since August 1998. 

Disclosures: Personal information that is ·provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the 
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be 
redacted. Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the 
Board of Supervisors and its committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office 
regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's 
Office does not redact any information from these submissions. This means that personal information-including names, phone 
numbers, addresses and similar information that a member of tlie public elects to submit to the Board and its committees-may 
appear on the Board of Supervisors website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy. 
[attachment "151085-2.docx" deleted by Thomas Owen/CTYATI] 
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Somera, Alisa (BOS) 

s=rom: 
ent: 

Co: 
Cc: 

.Subject: 

Thomas.Owen@sfgov.org 
Monday, October 26, 2015 5:29 PM 
Somera, Alisa (BOS) 
Givner, Jon (CAT) 
Re: 151085: No Fee Ad 

. I 

You are correct--File No. 151085 does not require a fee ad under Government Code sec. 54986. 

From: "Somera, Alisa (BOS)" <alisa.somera@sfgov.org> 
To: 
Date: 

"Owen, Thomas (CAT)" <thomas.owen@sfgov.org>, "Givner, Jon (CAT)" <jon.givner@sfgov.org>, 
10/26/2015 04:09 PM 

Subject: 151085: No Fee Ad 

This is just to confirm that File No. 151085 (Code Enforcement Procedures) will not require a Fee Ad be published since the 
Administrative monies to be collected are (/penalties" and not (/fees." Please confirm or advise. 

A~Som..ercv-
Assistant Clerk 

rn Francisco Board of Supervisors 
l Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
415.554.4447 direct I 415.554.5163 fax 
alisa.somera@sfgov.org 

• . iC'('iClick HERE to complete a Board of Supervisors Customer Service Satisfaction form. 

The Legislative Research Center provides 24-hour access to Board of Supervisors legislation, and archived matters since August 1998. 

Disclosures: Personal information that is provided in communications to the Board of Supervisors is subject to disclosure under the 
California Public Records Act and the San Francisco Sunshine Ordinance. Personal information provided will not be 
redacted. Members of the public are not required to provide personal identifying information when they communicate with the 
Board of Supervisors and its committees. All written or oral communications that members of the public submit to the Clerk's Office 
regarding pending legislation or hearings will be made available to all members of the public for inspection and copying. The Clerk's 
Office does not redact any information from these s4bmissions. This means that personal information-including names, phone 
numbers, addresses and similar information that a member of the public elects to submit to the Board and its committees-may 
appear on the Board of Supervisors website or in other public documents that members of the public may inspect or copy. 
[attachment "151085.docx" deleted by Thomas Owen/CTYATT] 
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Introduction Form 
By a Member of the Board of Supervisors or the Mayor · 

Time stamp 

I hereby submit the following item for introduction (select only one): or meeting date 

D 1. For reference to Committee. (An Ordinance, Resolution, Motion, or Charter Amendment) 

D 2. Request for next printed agenda Without Reference to Committee. 

D 3. Request for hearing on a subject matter at Committee. 

D 4. Request for letter beginning "Supervisor inquires" 

D 5. City Attorney request. 

D . 6. Call File No. ~I -------~I from Committee. 

D 7. Budget Analyst request (attach written motion). 

~ . 8. Substitute Legislation File No . ....._!1_5_10_8_5 ___ ~ 

D 9. Reactivate File No.I...._-----~ 
D 10. Question(s) submitted for Mayoral Appearance before the BOS on 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Please check the appropriate boxes. The proposed legislation should be forwarded to the following: 

D Small Business Commission D Youth Commission D Ethics Commission 

0 Planning Commission D Building Inspection Commission 

Note: For the Imperative Agenda (a resolution not on the printed agenda), use a Imperative Form. 

Sponsor(s): 

Wiener 

Subject: 

Various Codes - Code Enforcement Procedures 

The text is listed below or attached: 

Ordinance am.ending the Building, Housing, Electrical, Plumbing, Fire, Health, Planning, and Administrative Codes 
to clarify and standardize enforcement procedures for violations of Municipal Codes relating to buildings and 
property, to require departments to report on code enforcement activities, and to direct the City Administrator to 
coordinate the preparation of model Citywide forms for code enforcement proceedings; setting an operative date of 
June 1, 2016; and affirming the Planning Department's determination under the California Environmental Quality 
Act; and making findings of consistency with the General Plan and the eight priority policies of Planning Code 
Section IOI.I. 
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