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May4, 2016 

Re: Case# 201J.!300I901 16th I 1200 17th Streets 
From: Pat Curtis I Owner, San Francisco Scrap Metal 

99 Mississippi Street 

Dear Planning Commissioners, 

·-------- --.--

The abov: referenced proposal has been a continuing battle for the residents and business owners of . 
Pot~ero Htll for more than three years. Our community (citizens) continue to be overlooked and \U\heard 
durmg th~s baltle .. There are important issues that must be addressed by the Planning Commission. 
Valuab}e 1nfonnat1on has b:een researched, gathered and presented to the Planning Commission, number 
one bemg hazardous matenals and toxins at the Corovan site - which has not been addressed. · 

We urge the Planning Commission to do more extensive research on the affects of coal tar toxins and the 
Jong term effects and exposure these toxins will have on our citii:ens in the future. Our children, parks, 
and schools. 

Toxin 
A- Coal tar and heavy metals - Coal tar ten feet thick and contains up to 8900 mg1kg of hazardous 
volatile petroleum hydrocarbons which are contaminating the soil and water (OSHA documentation 
attached): 

- Coal tar has extremely high viscosity 
- Coal tar can be injurious to health 
- 5°/o of cnicle coal tax are Group I carcinogens 
- Levels of 80 mg/m3 coal tar pitch are immediately dangerous to life and health. 

Several states have banned the use of coal tar. It is imperative that California join these states and protect 
the citizens. 

B - Pollution -Additional vehicles will create more airborne pollution. The Planning Commission needs 
to inspect existing conditions and provide in depth study. 

C- Small Business I PDR - Small businesses are being forced out, the backbone of San Francisco. These 
businesses pro,ide a valuable service to the residents. 

D - Traffic - Vehicle tratlic is gridl~cked at the intersections of 16th and 17th Streets. More cars will 
create more pollution imposing a danger to pedestrians and cyclists. The City of San Francfaco has to 
provide a safe environment by conducting an extensive study and research alternatives. 

E - Parking - There is not enough parking for current residents and businesses. Adding more cars is not 
feasible - there is no space. Garages are not the answer. Builders are not providing enough spa<:e for 
tenants - where will they park? 

Sincerely, 

Pat Curtis 
Owner I San Francisco Scrap Metal 
99 Mississippi Street 
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Coal tar 
From Wikipecf111, 1he freo ~ 

-
~oal o/ ls a brnWn or b!OQ(c llquld of ~m<lly high viOOQl!i!Y. Co<il tar Is Sll)Ong ille by.products wl\en aoal is 
cili'bOm>:e<I IO "'~ coke or j!BSifi<ld f.I) ~ co8I gas. CC<ll 1111'J ill'C :Jjle:c Md v=riajile mixl.t.trs C?fpbsmgb. 
!!."1&cll<> lll'!>Dlllllc hydmqtrtw.s (PAHsJ, and hek:rooyclic l)O!!)pam!ds, ll 

It ls on !be WHO Model List of Essential Medlcines. the mast imporlllm med!~ons needed In a basic beal!h 
s.r.nem.f2J . . r ..... ______ ···-----................ .- ................ :·--·1 
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Uses 

Pavement seakoat 

Coal tar is inoot'porntcd into .some paiking-lot seal coat prodlwts, which are t!sed tO protect and beautify the 
widerlylngpavementJll Seajoo!!tprodtlots that are coil-tar based fyp,ieal}y contain 20 !O 35 ~ooal-W 
Pi!llhJ3l l;l=cll !4) shows it is used in United S!ate$$1!!leS from Ales!c;t 19 Flqrld" and seyml meas hi!Ye 
b@nOO Its U£<i in sea!coat produce [5][6Jfl'J including: Tk District of Cofumbia; the CI~ of A1lStilJ, Tuxss; Dane 
Co!l!l!y, Wls.:onsin; Wasbingt.cn Slate; and severill 1111U1i<>i\!illities in Ml~taant.l o!1!ef!;.,11ll!9J 

Industrial 

Being tl11111ntable. coal tsr is 6Mletimes used for healing or to fue 00!1-. Like most heavy oils, it must oo 
heated before it will flow ~l!y. 

Coal !l!r was a compo!lt'nt of the firnt s~ roads. In Its original development by Edgar P:µtnell Hooley, lll!'mac 
was lar covered with gnnite chips. Law the 6Rer uS<:d was h'K!usttlal slag. '.lbday, pel!'olewn derlved blllders 
and sealers are more commonly used. Th- seaJeys ate used to ex!end the life and reduae maiJ!lena.nc• tJOst 
associated with asphalt JlllVements, prirnarliy in aspltalt road pa11ing, car ]laiks and walk"'l!;Vs. 

A l&llle port of the binders u;ed ln tl!_e g!1!p!ilie fl;dustry IN mok!ng "green blocks" are coke oven volatiles 

·' 
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(C-OV}. A~l>le portioa ofllieseCOVum:d as blnden is coal ter. Dllrttls~ balcing ~of me green 
blocb as a part 9f commercfal graphll!8 ~ most of tbo<:oai m ~lllll "8p<JI'~ mid 11R1 ~!)' 
!Jumed In on ~ 1n ~release Into flit; llilnOspherc. as C<:iV and tilt can be mjllrlous llD """11h. 

. -: 
Cool tar is &!so used In 1Illl00fuo:ture paint$, syntiietic dye.,. and photo~ mawrials. 

Medical 

Also known as liquorea .. bcnis deterguas (LCD).Cl&l and /;.qwrpieia<UJ>-bonis I'll (LPC):apt!IJ it can be used 
in llledicaled shampoo, soap and oinlment. as a treat!nent fur dandruff end pSoriasill. as ~II as beil!s used to kill 
and rqiel Jieod Uc<>: When used as a medlcalfon in 1he U.S~ coal 181" piepwlll:IO!IS are considered over-11»
coontl!r <lll.lg plwmooeulicala and are subject to regalati<m by tile USFDA. Named brands include ~ 
l'lalnetar, Poorlesin, Tegrln, T~. and Neutar. When Wllld in thee>ttempcraueows preparation ofcopical 
medl"41!1ons, it i.s supp!md in the ftmn. of eoal lru' 1npil:&I solution USP, whieh conslSIS of a 20% wfv solution of 
coal tar in alcohol, with an odditiom.! So/. w/v of po~ 110 USP; this must then Ile diluted in !ill ointment 
bllSe such as petn)la1um. · 

(Pine lllr bas hlstnrically also been used mr'lhls ~but lias been baJmed as~ medillel product by !be FDA, 
since no evidence was submitled µrovms it ls ~e.Cll!l) · 

Various phenolic coal tar derivatives have analgesic (pain-loller) properties. These illclnded llCClallilide, 
pltenacetin, and jllll'llOC:la!nl (acetaminoj)lteq)_!lll ~ol is lhe OQly ooal-l!lr derived analgesic still in use 

• • • !Odey, but industrial phenol rs now usually Syinhc:slzcd :from =<le oil ral!ieor than """1 w. 

l=" Safety-
\ , 

\ ;t!_ Accarding to h Interoaticmal Agency for Research on Can<:er, !Jl'll'lli'lllions t!W_mchlde more l:lum live pet'CC!lt 
l ~ of cnide coal tnr are Group I oarcinQgens. · . . -,'j;. . 

\ 
\ . The "'8id\le frnm fue dlstillati"" of ~~~·m, primtirily a oompb< mixb.ttw Ofdriii or liliri 

\
I* membered condensed rlllg arollU!tkh~ W!IS listed on 28 Oero~2008 es a subslanceofvery high 
' cone.em try the European Cl!cmicals Agency. 
\ . . 
.) People 0$11 be cx"posed to coal tar pitch volatiles I.rt-tire workpliwe by bmathing them In. skin c:ontacr. or ")'C 

h,:'.eontact. The ~ooal Sati:ty Nld Health Administn!ti.on (OSHA) bas set tba leg!IJ limit (permissible 
f' exposure limit) fur coal tar ~ valll!ile& ~ in me W&lijiiaee as i;.2 H;f!fm3 bellzaie-soluble htioo. 
l aver an 8-hOUl'v.mrl!l!ay. 1'h¢ Na.tiolW ~fur OcwpatioMI ~end lJcaffi> {NIOSH) ·has set a . 
'I reoomnicndcd expowre limit (REL) Qf'O.l myfelJ cyl.!lo~ ftsctlcn over Bil 8-i!oll!' ,,.,,,1umy. l>i1 
'i. . "' . . i-\ . . . 

./'- .. 
' ' . . 
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Coal tar distillers 

In tho CG!ll gas iml. b were man;y companlos In Britain wl10$e Miacss WllS to distill coal tar to ""l'limbo lhe 
higher-wluc fiuolloll9, such as llliPhiba, creosote and pitch. These~ lnc!ud.ed:ilBJ 

• British Tur Products 
• l.ancash!re Tar Distliler:s 
• Mld!and lltt Disllllers 

• Newt00, Chambers & Ccm.psny (ownen oflzal brand disin1l:clent) 
• SadletS Chemlcats 

See also 

• Creosote 
• C~lene 
• PrllSQfVtltive 
• Red40 
• Tur 
• Seal<:oat 1 

- Notes 

oft 
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