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RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT A PROPOSED ORDINANCE
THAT WOULD AMEND THE PLANNING CODE TO ESTABLISH A NEW CITYWIDE
TRANSPORTATION DEMAND MANAGEMENT (TDM) PROGRAM, ACCOMPANIED BY AN
ADOPTED TDM PROGRAM STANDARDS DOCUMENT, WHICH ESTABLISHES A
FRAMEWORK OF TDM REQUIREMENTS FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, TO MAKE
SURE THAT THESE PROJECTS ARE DESIGNED TO ENCOURAGE RESIDENTS, TENANTS,
EMPLOYEES AND VISITORS TO GET AROUND USING SUSTAINABLE MODES OF TRAVEL
SUCH AS TRANSIT, WALKING, AND BICYCLING, AND TO CREATE A NEW ADMINISTRATIVE
FEE SCHEDULE TO PROCESS TDM PLAN APPLICATIONS AND COMPLIANCE REPORTS.

PREAMBLE

WHEREAS, on April 28, 2016, the Planning Commission (hereinafter “Commission”) adopted Resolution
No. 19628 to initiate the proposed Ordinance at a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled
meeting; and

WHEREAS, the Commission conducted a duly noticed public hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to
consider the proposed Ordinance on April 28, 2016; and

WHEREAS, the “Transit First Policy” in the City Charter declares that public transit is “an economically
and environmentally sound alternative to transportation by individual automobiles”, and that within the
City, “travel by public transit, by bicycle and on foot must be an attractive alternative to travel by private
automobile”; and

WHEREAS, the City has many plans policies and initiative that seek to encourage safe travel by active
modes of transportation including the San Francisco Bicycle Plan, the Green Connections Plan, the Better

Streets Plan, Vision Zero, and others; and

WHEREAS, travel by transit, bicycle, or on foot are considered to be trips made sustainable modes of
transportation; and
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WHEREAS, according to Plan Bay Area 2040, the Bay Area’s Regional Transportation Plan and
Sustainable Community Strategy, San Francisco is expected to grow by approximately 191,000 jobs and
102,000 households between 2010 and 2040; and

WHEREAS, this growth will generate an increased demand for transportation infrastructure and services
on an already constrained transportation system; and

WHEREAS, one of the challenges posed by this growth is the increased number of single occupancy
vehicle trips, and the pressure they add to San Francisco’s limited public streets and rights-of-way,
contributing to congestion, transit delays, and public health and safety concerns, and the air pollution,
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions, and noise caused by motorized vehicles, which negatively impact the
quality of life in the City; and

WHEREAS, at the state level, the Congestion Management Law, Gov. Code Section 65088, has established
that in order to reduce the state’s traffic congestion crisis and “keep California moving,” it is important to
build transit-oriented development, revitalize the state’s cities, and promote all forms of transportation;
and

WHEREAS, various policies have been adopted at the state level that set GHG reduction targets
including, Assembly Bill 32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 (Chapter 488, Statutes
of 2006), Executive Orders B-30-15, 5-3-05 and B-16-12, Senate Bill 375, the Sustainable Communities and
Climate Protection Act of 2008 (Chapter 728, Statutes of 2008); and

WHEREAS, local plans and policies including Plan Bay Area 2040, the GHG Reduction Ordinance, and
the San Francisco Climate Action Strategy 2013 Update also set GHG reduction targets; and

WHEREAS, the transportation sector contributes significantly to GHG emissions and, as a result, many
GHG emissions reduction targets are accompanied by targets to reduce vehicle miles traveled and to
increase non-automobile mode share; and one of the ways identified to achieve these targets is through a
requirement for the inclusion of transportation demand management (TDM) measures for new
development; and

WHEREAS, the importance of TDM strategies are acknowledged in the Transportation Element of the
General Plan, the San Francisco County Transportation Plan; and

WHEREAS, many Area Plans including each of the Area Plans within Eastern Neighborhoods and the
Transit Center District Plan identify policies for the development of a TDM program for the Plan Area;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation would establish a citywide TDM program for new development;
and

WHEREAS, the proposed legislation seeks to promote sustainable travel modes by requiring new
development projects to incorporate design features, incentives and tools that support transit, ride-
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sharing, walking, and bicycle riding for the residents, tenants, employees, and visitors of their projects;
and

WHEREAS, the goals of the proposed legislation are to help keep San Francisco moving as the city grows,
and to promote better environmental, health and safety outcomes, consistent with state, regional and
local policies; and

WHEREAS, the Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the public hearing
and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of Department staff

and other interested parties; and

WHEREAS, the all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the custodian of
records, at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco; and

WHEREAS, the Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance:

MOVED, that that pursuant to Planning Code Section 302(b), the Planning Commission hereby adopts
this Resolution to recommend approval of the Ordinance to the Board of Supervisors.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was ADOPTED by the San Francisco Planning Commission
on August 4, 2016.

Jonas P. Ionin
Commission Secretary

AYES: Fong, Richards, Antonini, Hillis, Johnson, Moore, Wu
NOES: None
ABSENT: None

ADOPTED: August 4, 2016
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