Board of Supervisors
City and County of San Francisco
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244
(415) 554-5184 FAX (415) 554-5163

Application for Boards, Commissions, Committees, & Task Forces

Police Commission

Name of Board, Commission, Committee, or Task F o r c e : - - - - - - - - - - - - Seat# or Category (If applicable): - - - - - - - - - - - ·
Name:

District: _ _ _ __

John Hamasaki
Zip: 94133

Home Address:
Home Phone:
work Phone:

4

Occupation:

415-525-4245

Business Address:

Employer:

_A_t_to_r_n_e_y_'________

Hamasaki Law

1388 Sutter Street, Suite 805

Zip:

94109

Business E-Mail: john@hamasakilaw.com Home E-Mail:
Pursuant to Charter, Section 4.101(a)(2), Boards and Commissions established by
the Charter must consist of electors (registered voters) of the City and County of
San Francisco. For certain other bodies, the Board of Supervisors can waive the
residency requirement.
Check All That Apply:
Resident of San Francisco: Yes liiii No D If No, place of residence: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Registered Voter in San Francisco: Yes liiii No D If No, where registered: _ _ _ _ _ __
Pursuant to Charter, Section 4.101 (a)(1 ), please state how your qualifications
represent the communities of interest, neighborhoods, and the diversity in
ethnicity, race, age, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, types of disabilities,
and any other relevant demographic qualities of the City and County of San
Francisco:
I have lived in San Francisco and called North Beach my home for 22 years. I was born and
raised in Miami, Florida, the son of a Caucasian mother and Japanese-American father. My
wife grew up in a Muslim household in Malaysia and is ethnically Malay. We are raising our 2
year-old native San Franciscan in North Beach.
The majority of the clients I represent are from diverse backgrounds as defined by Section
4.101 (a)(1 ).

__________________________ ______________ _
,,

...

..

___

Business and/or professional experience:
I am a criminal defense attorney representing individuals facing criminal prosecution
throughout the Bay Area.
I have been the lead attorney for hundreds of clients from diverse backgrounds through all
stages of representation from arraignment through contested hearings, litigated motions,
resolutions and jury trials.
I have represented individuals pro bona for cases arising out of political protests and
demonstrations since 2009.

Civic Activities:
Asian American Bar Association, Board of Directors (2014 - Present)
Bar Association of San Francisco, Barrister's Club, Board of Directors (2016 - Present)
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, Board of Governors (2016 - Present)
California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, Legislative Committee (2016 - Present)
National Lawyers Guild: Pro bono representation of individuals arrested at political protests and
demonstrations throughout the Bay Area (2009 - Present)
Have you attended any meetings of the Board/Commission to which you wish appointment?

Yes !!!I No D

Appointments confirmed by the Board of Supervisors require an appearance before the Rules
Committee. Once your application is received, the Rules Committee Clerk will contact you when
a hearing is scheduled. (Please submit your application 10 days before the scheduled hearing.)

Date:

12/21 /16

Applicant's Signature: (required)

John Hamasaki
(Manually sign or type your complete name.
NOTE: By typing your complete name, you are
hereby consenting to use of electronic signature.)

Please Note: Your application will be retained for one year. Once completed, this form, including
all attachments, become public record.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY:
Appointed to Seat#:_ _ _ _ Term Expires: _ _ _ _ _ _ Date Seat was Vacated: _ _ _ _ _ __

Sean McGuckian
114 Cole Street No. 2  San Francisco, CA 94117  Phone: (510) 847-4904
E-Mail: sean.mcguckian@gmail.com

Date: November 30, 2016

San Francisco Board of Supervisors
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, City Hall
Room 244
San Francisco, CA
94102

Dear Members of the Board of Supervisors:
My name is Sean McGuckian. I am writing in support of the appointment of John Hamasaki to the San Francisco Police
Commission. I am a local attorney and counselor at law, providing legal services to clients and firms in the City & County of
San Francisco. I have lived in San Francisco for the past 11 years and I have a strong interest in the commission’s leadership
as it relates to creating administrative transparencies, maintaining trust between citizens and police officers, and the fair
application of criminal justice and civil rights.
I first met John Hamasaki in 2005, when we both attended the University of San Francisco School of Law. Even as a law
student, John had a well-deserved reputation for his civic commitment and sense of responsibility to the community,
exhibiting a serious minded interest in local policy matters, and more broadly, criminal justice and civil rights issues. After
graduating from USF Law and passing the bar, we both became members of the National Lawyers Guild, and the San
Francisco Bar Association, where John has been an active and leading voice in the community.
John has impressively founded and managed his own legal business, the success of which has brought him much-deserved
respect and accolades from our local and regional legal community. He has run his practice with the professionalism, ethical
standards, and integrity to which we as attorneys all aspire. In his practice, John has provided excellent legal representation
to his clients, and ably assisted and supported his fellow members of the bar in our collective pursuit of justice.
Everything I know about John could only lead me to the conclusion that he stands as an outstanding and exemplary
candidate for the Police Commission. He will not only represent my personal concerns about the needs for our community,
but he will personify experienced and committed stewardship for all citizens of our fine city.

Sincerely,

Sean Patrick McGuckian
Attorney at Law

Lien L. Uy
Robert Uy

436 14 t h Street, Suite 1106
Oakland, CA 94612
(510) 893-3294

November 30, 2016

Dear Rules Committee and Derek Evans,
My name is Robert Uy and I am a partner at Uy Law Group. I am a director of the Asian
American Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area (San Francisco organization), an advisory
board member and former President of the Filipino Bar Association of the Greater Bay Area
(San Francisco organization) and former regional governor of the National Filipino American
Lawyers Association. I was also formerly a director of YFPA (a San Francisco Organization)
and on the executive committee of the San Francisco Immigration and Legal Education Network.
I previously worked in San Francisco for about 4.5 years as a non-profit Civil Rights attorney
(immigration, trafficking, and domestic violence) at API Legal Outreach and 2.5 years in private
practice. I have a strong interest in the commission’s leadership as it deals with the rights of
criminal defendants and also the rights of victims.
John and I have served on the AABA board for the past three years. I had met him about six
years ago, when he was a general member and committee chair for the organization. During this
time has shown himself to be a dedicated member of the civil rights community focused on
programs in our own bar association that have addressed issues regarding police brutality and
race in the criminal justice system. He has worked closely with the civil rights committee to deal
with Amicus briefs on criminal justice issues.
In addition, John has maintained a strong connection to the greater legal community by serving
on the: Board of Directors for the Barristers Club of the Bar Association of San Francisco, Board
of Governors for the California Attorneys for Criminal Justice, Co-Chair of the Criminal Law &
Government Investigations of the Barristers Club for the Bar Association of San Francisco and
as Coach for the College Track Mock Trial Program
John’s has practiced as a civil rights and criminal defense attorney. Every day he has worked
with our courts and understands the challenges that the city faces in its police department. His
goals include the implementation of recommendations from the DOJ COPS report, restoring trust
and building bridges between our diverse communities and the police department, and the
ultimate goal of making the SFPD a model for professionalism, transparency and integrity.
He is a 22 year resident of San Francisco and is currently raising a family here. He is strongly
dedicated to making the SFPD a better department. I believe that he has the knowledge, ability,
and passion to help identify and help to fix the issues in the department.
My best,

Robert Uy

