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RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT A PROPOSED
ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND THE PLANNING CODE TO CLARIFY AND
CONSOLIDATE LANGUAGE, DELETE REDUNDANCIES AND OUTDATED PROVISIONS,
CORRECT TYPOGRAPHICAL ERRORS AND ERRONEOUS CROSS-REFERENCES, AND
MAKE MINOR SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES TO UPDATE PROVISIONS IN VARIOUS
SECTIONS THAT DEAL WITH PARKING AND LOADING REQUIREMENTS; AFFIRMING
THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT'S CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT
DETERMINATION; MAKING FINDINGS OF CONSISTENCY WITH THE GENERAL PLAN
AND THE EIGHT PRIORITY POLICIES OF PLANNING CODE SECTION 101.1; AND
ADOPTING FINDINGS OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE, NECESSITY, AND WELFARE UNDER
PLANNING CODE SECTION 302.
WHEREAS, in July 2014 The Planning Commission initiated amendments to the Planning Code to
consolidate definitions into Section 102 and reorganize Article 2 under the "Article 2 Simplification and
Definition Consolidation" Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, owning to the numerous Articles in the Planning Code, the consolidation and reorganization
effort initially undertaken by the "Article 2 Simplification and Definition Consolidation" Ordinance was
envisioned as a multi-phased effort; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Code regulates off-street parking and loading throughout multiple sections,
many not included in the initial consolidation and reorganization effort undertaken by the "Article 2
Simplification and Definition Consolidation" Ordinance; and
WHEREAS, those Planning Code Sections regulating off-street parking and loading would benefit from
reorganization, consolidation, clarification and updating; and
WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance intends to resolve those issues as part of the broader effort to
reorganize the Planning Code and make it more user-friendly; and
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WHEREAS, The Planning Commission (hereinafter "Commission") conducted a duly noticed public
hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance on September 8, 2015; and
WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance has been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental
review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060(c)(2) and 15378; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the
public hearing and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of
Department staff and other interested parties; and
WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the custodian of
records, at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco; and
WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance; and
MOVED, that the Planning Commission hereby adopts this Resolution recommending that the Board of
Supervisors approve the proposed ordinance.

FINDINGS
Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having heard all testimony and
arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows:
1.

General Plan Compliance. The proposed Ordinance is consistent with the following Objectives
and Policies of the General Plan:

TRANSPORTATION ELEMENT
OBJECTIVE 1
MEET THE NEEDS OF ALL RESIDENTS AND VISITORS FOR SAFE, CONVENIENT AND
INEXPENSIVE TRAVEL WITHIN SAN FRANCISCO AND BETWEEN THE CITY AND OTHER
PARTS OF THE REGION WHILE MAINTAINING THE HIGH QUALITY LIVING
ENVIRONMENT OF THE BAY AREA.
Policy 1.2
Ensure the safety and comfort of pedestrians throughout the city.
Policy 1.3
Give priority to public transit and other alternatives to the private automobile as the means of
meeting San Francisco's transportation needs, particularly those of commuters.

The proposed Ordinance will amend the off-street parking and loading requirements in a manner that will
help improve the pedestrian environment and promote alternatives to the private automobile by bolstering
Conditional Use findings for requests to add off-street parking in amounts above those principally
permitted.
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OBJECTIVE2
USE THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM AS A MEANS FOR GUIDING DEVELOPMENT AND
IMPROVING THE ENVIRONMENT.
Policy 2.2
Reduce pollution, noise and energy consumption.
Policy 2.5
Provide incentives for the use of transit, carpools, vanpools, walking and bicycling and reduce
the need for new or expanded automobile and automobile parking facilities.

The proposed Ordinance will promote modes of transportation, including walking and bicycling, that
pollute the environment and consume energy at lower rates than the private automobile. It does this by
reducing allowed amounts of accessory parking or by requiring demonstration that the demand for
additional off-street parking cannot be met by existing and available parking facilities.
OBJECTIVE 14
DEVELOP AND IMPLEMENT A PLAN FOR OPERATIONAL CHANGES AND LAND USE
POLICIES THAT WILL MAINTAIN MOBILITY AND SAFETY DESPITE A RISE IN TRAVEL
DEMAND THAT COULD OTHERWISE RESULT IN SYSTEM CAPACITY DEFICIENCIES.
Policy 14.8
Implement land use controls that will support a sustainable mode split, and encourage
development that limits the intensification of automobile use

The proposed Ordinance will help to limit the intensification of private automobile use by promoting
alternative transportation modes including walking, bicycling and car-sharing.
2.

Planning Code Section 101 Findings. The proposed amendments to the Planning Code are
consistent with the eight Priority Policies set forth in Section 101.l(b) of the Planning Code in
that:
1.

That existing neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future
opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on neighborhood serving retail uses and will
not have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of neighborhoodserving retail because the Ordinance concerns itself with amending reorganizing the off-street parking
controls as well as correcting typographical errors in those controls.
2.

That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to
preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods;
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The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on housing or neighborhood character as the
Ordinance proposes to eliminate redundancies, correct typographical errors and make minor
substantive changes to the Planning Code off-street parking controls.
3.

That the City's supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's supply of affordable housing
because the Ordinance focuses on amending the off-street parking and loading controls to eliminate
errors and update cross-references in those controls.
4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or
neighborhood parking;

The proposed Ordinance would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or
overburdening the streets or neighborhood parking as the Ordinance proposes minor substantive
changes to the City's off-street parking and loading controls that seek to avoid worsening transit
service, congestion and parking availability.
5.

That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors
from displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for
resident employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sectors due to office
development, and future opportunities for resident employment or ownership in these sectors would
not be impaired because the Ordinance proposes a reorganization of the Planning Code's off-street
parking and loading controls.
6.

That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of life in an
earthquake;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on City's preparedness against injury and
loss of life in an earthquake because the Ordinance proposes a reorganization of the Planning Code's
off-street parking and loading controls.
7.

That the landmarks and historic buildings be preserved;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's Landmarks and historic
buildings because the Ordinance proposes a reorganization of the Planning Code's off-street parking
and loading controls.
8.

That our parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from
development;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's parks and open space and their
access to sunlight and vistas because the Ordinance proposes a reorganization of the Planning Code's
off-street parking and loading controls.
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Planning Code Section 302 Findings. The Planning Commission finds from the facts presented
that the public necessity, convenience and general welfare require the proposed amendments to
the Planning Code as set forth in Section 302.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby recommends that the Board ADOPT
the proposed Ordinance described in this Resolution.
I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on
September 8, 2016.

Commission Secretary
AYES:

Fong, Hillis, Johnson, Moore

NOES:

None

ABSENT:

Richards

ADOPTED:

September 8, 2016
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