
BOARD of SUPERVISORS 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: July 3, 2017 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 244 

San Francisco 94102-4689 
Tel. No. 554-5184 
Fax No. 554-5163 

TDDffTY No. 544-5227 

To: Tom DeCaigny, Director of Cultural Affairs, Arts Commission 
Mohammed Nuru, Director, Public Works 

From: £.ngela Calvillo, Clerk of the Board 

Subject: tlrcommemorative Street Plaques - Historical Markers - Top of Broadway 
Community Benefit District (File No. 170132) 

On June 13, 2017, the Board of Supervisors adopted Resolution No. 240-17, sponsored by 
Supervisor Peskin, effective June 22, 2017. 

Please find the attached courtesy copy of the Resolution for your information and consideration. 

If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact the Office of the 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors at ( 415) 554-5184. 

c: Susan Pontious, Arts Commission 
Rebekah Krell, Arts Commission 
Sharon Paige Ritchie, Arts Commission 
Anne Trickey, Arts Commission 
Jennifer Blot, Public Works 
John Thomas, Public Works 



170132 

City and County of San Francisco 

Certified Copy 

Resolution 

City Hall 
I Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 

San Francisco, CA 94 102-4689 

[Commemorative Street Plaques - Historical Markers - Top of Broadway 
Community Benefit District ] 
Sponsor: Peskin 

Resolution authorizing the placement of ten street plaques commemorating 
historical landmarks in the Top of Broadway Community Benefit District, at the 
sidewalks located along the Broadway Street Corridor and Columbus Avenue, in 
accordance with Public Works Code, Sections 789, et seq., the Commemorative 
Street Plaque Ordinance; and accepting the named plaques as a gift to the City and 
County of San Francisco. 

6/13/2017 Board of Supervisors - ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 - Breed, Cohen, Farrell, Fewer, Kim, Peskin, Ronen, Safai, Sheehy, Tang and 
Yee 

6/22/2017 Mayor - APPROVED 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO 

June 29, 2017 

Date 

CLERK'S CERTIFICATE 

I do hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution is a full, true, and correct copy of 
the original thereof on file in this office. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto 
set my hand and affixed the offical seal of 
the City and County of San Francisco. 

Clerk of-the Board 
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AMENDED IN COMMITTEE 
FILE NO. 170132 6/512017 RESOLUTION NO. 240-17 

1 [Commemorative Street Plaques - Historical Markers - Top of Broadway Community Benefit 
District] 

2 

3 Resolution authorizing the placement of ten street plaques commemorating historical 

4 landmarks in the Top of Broadway Community Benefit District, at the sidewalks located 

5 along Broadway Street Corridor and Columbus Ave, in accordance with Public Works 

6 Code, Sections 789, et seq., the Commemorative Street Plaque Ordinance, accepting 

7 the named plaques as a gift to the City an.d County of San Francisco. 

8 

9 

10 I 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 I 

17 

18 

19 I 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

WHEREAS, Italian American Bank located at 270 Columbus Ave, has been identified 

as an established landmark financial institution. In 1899, Andrea Sbarboro opened the 

second bank for the Italian community with a cooperative structure similar to modern day 

credit unions. Sbarbora was a member of the group of community leaders rebuilding San 

Francisco after the 1906 earthquake and fire. The North Beach location was opened on 

January 2, 1923 and the original vaults remain in the building's basement. The Italian 

American Bank was eventually absorbed by the Bank of America; and 

WHEREAS, 12 Adler located at 12 Saroyan Place (formerly Adler Street), is now 

known as the legendary North Beach Dive Bar. San Francisco's gay bars found their roots in 

the Barbary Coast. In the 1950's, 12 Adler and the adjoining 529 Broadway were two lesbian 

bars. Tommy Vasu, the first known lesbian to legally own a bar in San Francisco, operated 

both establishments. It closed in 1954 as a result of a citywide crackdown on gay bars. In 

1968, the eclectic Spec's 12 Adler Museum Cafe opened, and became a favorite watering 

hole for strippers, longshoreman and artists; and 

WHEREAS, Devil's Acre & Battle Row located at the area bounded by Kearny Street, 

Columbus Avenue, and Broadway Street was the home of the worst criminals in town. 

Saloons, gambling dens, brothels, and opium dens, the Devil's Acre was the most notorious 

Supervisor Peskin 
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1 section on the Barbary Coast. The word "hoodlum" originated here, referring to ruffians of the 

2 area. Battle Row was home of the infamous underground saloon, The Slaughterhouse, later 

3 i renamed The Morgue after the owner smashed a bottle over the head of a drunkard. In 1851 

4 concerned citizens formed the first Vigilance Committee to clean up the area; and 

5 WHEREAS, Terrific Street and the International Settlement located at Pacific Avenue 

6 between Kearny and Montgomery Streets was known as the birthplace of San Francisco jazz. 

7 In the 1890s, musicians nicknamed Pacific Ave from Montgomery to Stockton "Terrific Street" 

8 i because of the quality of music played in the bars and dance halls. Sarah Bernhardt and Al 

9 Jolson performed at the Hippodrome, and Terrific Street was home to San Francisco's first 

1 O jazz clubs. In the 1930s it became an entertainment zone known as the International 

11 Settlement, and was popular until the late 1950s; and 

12 WHEREAS, The Lusty Lady located at 1030 Kearny Street, was known as the first 

13 successfully unionized sex workers in America. The Lusty Lady opened in 1976 as a theater 

14 showing 16mm adult films in private booths. Live dancers were introduced in 1983. In 1997, 

15 1 the employees formed the Exotic Dancers Union, the only sex worker organization of its kind. 

16 In 2003, the employees of The Lusty Lady purchased the business and converted it to a 

17 worker-owned cooperative. The Lusty Lady closed in September, 2013; and 

18 WHEREAS, Mona's Club 440 located at 440 Broadway also was known as "Where 

19 Girls Will Be Boys". Mona's moved to 440 Broadway in 1939, and is credited with being the 

20 first openly lesbian bar in the United States. The club featured female entertainers dressed as 

21 men, and was popular during World War II. Mona's became Ann's 440 Club in 1948, and 

22 comedian Lenny Bruce and singer Johnny Mathis both got their starts here; and 

23 WHEREAS, The Jazz Workshop located at 473 Broadway Street, was the Center of 

24 North Beach Jazz Scene. Popular in the 1950s and 60s, The Jazz workshop featured jazz 

25 artists like Charlie Mingus, Stan Getz, John Coltrane, Dizzy Gillespie, and Miles Davis. 

Supe1Visor Peskin 
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WHEREAS, The Board of Supervisors declares its intent to place the thirteen ten 

historical marker commemorative street plaques on the sidewalks alongside Broadway Street 

Corridor and Columbus Avenue in honor of the colorful history of Broadway Street since the 

1800s and in remembrance of the iconic establishments that were once the celebrated figures 

of San Francisco entertainment industry way ahead of its time; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors accepts ten historical marker 

commemorative plaques in honor of the historical landmarks located along Broadway Street 

Corridor and Columbus Avenue as a gift to the City and County of San Francisco from the 

Top of Broadway Community Benefit District; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors, in accordance with Public 

Works Code, Section 789, et seq., the Commemorative Street Plaque Ordinance, authorizes 

the placement of the ten historical marker commemorative street plaques on the sidewalk at 

the named locations; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors hereby urges the Arts 

Commission to approve the design and the placement of the ten historical marker 

commemorative plaques; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors directs the Department of 

Public Works to take all actions necessary to implement the intent of this Resolution, including 

approval of the installation of the aforementioned plaques; and, be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Board of Supervisors directs the Department of 

Public Works to add the aforementioned plaques at the aforementioned locations on .the City's 

official list of commemorative sites effective immediately from the date of passage of this 

Resolution. 

Supervisor Peskin 
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City and County of San Francisco 

Tails 

Resolution 

City Hall 
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place 
San Francisco, CA 94102-4689 

File Number: 170132 Date Passed: June 13, 2017 

Resolution authorizing the placement of ten street plaques commemorating historical landmarks in 
the Top of Broadway Community Benefit District, at the sidewalks located along the Broadway Street 
Corridor and Columbus Avenue, in accordance with Public Works Code, Sections 789, et seq., the 
Commemorative Street Plaque Ordinance; and accepting the named plaques as a gift to the City 
and County of San Francisco. 

June 05, 2017 Land Use and Transportation Committee -AMENDED, AN AMENDMENT 
OF THE WHOLE BEARING NEW TITLE 

June.05, 2017 Land Use and Transportation Committee - RECOMMENDED AS 
AMENDED 

June 13, 2017 Board of Supervisors -ADOPTED 

Ayes: 11 - Breed, Cohen, Farrell, Fewer, Kim, Peskin, Ronen, Safai, Sheehy, 
Tang and Yee 

File No. 170132 I hereby certify that the foregoing 
Resolution was ADOPTED on 6/13/2017 by 
the Board of Supervisors of the City and 

City and Cou11fy of Sall Francisco 

Mayor 
\. 

Pllgel 

County of San Francisco. · 

(,/ZZ//7 

Date Approved 
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