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SAN FRANCISCO
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

1650 Mission St
Suite 400P l a n n i n g Commission San Francisco,
CA 94103-2479

Resolution No. 19964 Reception:
HEARING DATE JULY 20, 2017 415.558.6378

Fax:

Project Name: Medical Cannabis Dispensaries in Supervisorial District 11 
415.558.6409

Case Number: 2017-006196PCA [Board File No. 170516] Planning

Initiated by: Supervisor Safai /Introduced May 2, 2017 Information:
415.558.6377

Staff Contact: Diego R Sanchez, Legislative Affairs

diego.sanchez@sfgov.org, 415-575-9082

Reviewed by: Aaron D Starr, Manager of Legislative Affairs

aaron.starr@sfgov.org, 415-558-6362

RECOMMENDING THAT THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS ADOPT A PROPOSED
ORDINANCE THAT WOULD AMEND THE PLANNING CODE TO LIMIT THE NUMBER OF
MEDICAL CANNABIS DISPENSARIES IN SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 11 TO THREE AT
ANY GIVEN TIME; AFFIRMING THE PLANNING DEPARTMENT'S DETERMINATION
UNDER THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY ACT; MAKING FINDINGS OF
CONSISTENCY WITH THE GENERAL PLAN, AND THE EIGHT PRIORITY POLICIEIS OF
PLANNING CODE, SECTION 101.1; AND MAKING FINDINGS OF PUBLIC NECESSITY,
CONVENIENCE, AND WELFARE PURSUANT TO PLANNING CODE, SECTION 302.

WHEREAS, on May 2, 2017 Supervisor Safai introduced a proposed Ordinance under Board of

Supervisors (hereinafter "Board") File Number 170516, which would amend the Planning Code to limit

the number of medical cannabis dispensaries in Supervisorial District 11 to three at any given time;

WHEREAS, The Planning Commission (hereinafter "Commission') conducted a duly noticed public

hearing at a regularly scheduled meeting to consider the proposed Ordinance on July 20, 2017; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed Ordinance has been determined to be categorically exempt from environmental

review under the California Environmental Quality Act Section 15060(c) and 15378; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has heard and considered the testimony presented to it at the

public hearing and has further considered written materials and oral testimony presented on behalf of

Department staff and other interested parties; and

WHEREAS, all pertinent documents may be found in the files of the Department, as the custodian of

records, at 1650 Mission Street, Suite 400, San Francisco; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has reviewed the proposed Ordinance; and
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MOVED, that the Planning Commission hereby recommends that the Board of Supervisors approve with

modifications the proposed ordinance.

Those modifications include:

1. Propose a Citywide interim moratorium on the approval of MCD applications until the City

adopts new MCD regulations informed by the forthcoming Adult Use Cannabis controls.

FINDINGS
Having reviewed the materials identified in the preamble above, and having heard all testimony and

arguments, this Commission finds, concludes, and determines as follows:

1. The Commission finds that the existing MCD regulatory framework needs reconsideration. The

existing framework is now over 10 years old and the adult use and possession of cannabis is

legal.

2. The Commission also recognizes that the City is in the process of developing a regulatory

framework for Adult Use Cannabis. The end product will be a package of legislative proposals

for introduction by the Board of Supervisors in early September 2017.

3. In this context, the Commission finds that an interim moratorium on the approval of MCD

applications until the City adopts new MCD regulations informed by forthcoming Adult Use

Cannabis controls is preferable to a piecemeal approach singling out a specific geography.

4. General Plan Compliance. The proposed Ordinance and the Commission s recommended

modifications are consistent with the following Objectives and Policies of the General Plan:

COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ELEMENT

OBJECTIVE 1

MANAGE ECONOMIC GROWTH AND CHANGE TO ENSURE ENHANCEMENT OF THE

TOTAL CITY LIVING AND WORKING ENVIRONMENT.

Policy 1.1

Encourage development which provides substantial net benefits and minimizes undesirable

consequences. Discourage development which has substantial undesirable consequences that

cannot be mitigated.

The proposed Ordinance will help provide time for the City to determine what types of cannabis related

uses provide substantial net benefits to the City and its Neighborhood Commercial Districts.

OBJECTIVE 2

MAINTAIN AND ENHANCE A SOUND AND DIVERSE ECONOMIC BASE AND FISCAL

STRUCTURE FOR THE CITY.

Policy 2.3
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Maintain a favorable social and cultural climate in the city in order to enhance its attractiveness as

a firm location.

The proposed Ordinance will help provide time for the City to determine the types of cannabis related uses

most appropriate of particular locations, thereby maintaining a favorable social and cultural climate that

enhances its attractiveness as a firm location.

OBJECTIVE 6

MAINTAIN AND STRENGTHEN VIABLE NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL AREAS EASILY

ACCESSIBLE TO CITY RESIDENTS.

Policy 6.1

Ensure and encourage the retention and provision of neighborhood-serving goods and services in

the city's neighborhood commercial districts, while recognizing and encouraging diversity

among the districts.

The proposed Ordinance will help provide time for the City to determine the types of cannabis related uses
most appropriate of particular locations, helping to recognize and encourage the diversity among its

neighborhood commercial districts.

5. Planning Code Section 101 Findings. The proposed amendments to the Planning Code are

consistent with the eight Priority Policies set forth in Section 101.1(b) of the Planning Code in

that:

1. That existing neighborhood-serving retail uses be preserved and enhanced and future
opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of such businesses enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would have a beneficial effect on neighborhood serving retail uses and will not

have a negative effect on opportunities for resident employment in and ownership of neighborhood-
serving retail as the Ordinance proposes to modify controls on MCDs.

2. That existing housing and neighborhood character be conserved and protected in order to
preserve the cultural and economic diversity of our neighborhoods;

The proposed Ordinance would not have a negative effect on housing and will have a beneficial effect

on neighborhood character as the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on MCDs.

3. That the City's supply of affordable housing be preserved and enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's supply of affordable housing as

the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on MCDs.

4. That commuter traffic not impede MUNI transit service or overburden our streets or

neighborhood parking;
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The proposed Ordinance would not result in commuter traffic impeding MUNI transit service or

overburdening the streets or neighborhood parking as the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on

MCDs.

5. That a diverse economic base be maintained by protecting our industrial and service sectors

from displacement due to commercial office development, and that future opportunities for

resident employment and ownership in these sectors be enhanced;

The proposed Ordinance would not cause displacement of the industrial or service sectors due to office

development, and future opportunities for resident employment or ownership in these sectors would

not be impaired as the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on MCDs.

6. That the City achieve the greatest possible preparedness to protect against injury and loss of

life in an earthquake;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on City's preparedness against injury and

loss of life in an earthquake as the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on MCDs.

7. That the landmarks and historic buildings be preserved;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's Landmarks and historic

buildings as the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on MCDs.

8. That our parks and open space and their access to sunlight and vistas be protected from

development;

The proposed Ordinance would not have an adverse effect on the City's parks and open space and their

access to sunlight and vistas as the Ordinance proposes to modify regulations on MCDs.

6. Planning Code Section 302 Findings. The Planning Commission finds from the facts presented

that the public necessity, convenience and general welfare require the proposed amendments to

the Planning Code as set forth in Section 302.
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Commission hereby recommends that the Board ADOPT

the proposed Ordinance with modifications as described in this Resolution.

I hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution was adopted by the Commission at its meeting on July 20,

2017.

Christine L. Silva

Commission Secretary

AYES: Fong, Johnson, Koppel, Melgar, Moore

NOES: None

ABSENT: Hillis, Richards

ADOPTED: July 20, 2017
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